
By John Lynds

The Jamaica Plain/Roxbury 
Mutual Aid organization that 
has focused on helping residents 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
received additional grant money 
from the Boston Resiliency Fund 
this week. 

Mayor Marty Walsh an-
nounced the fund’s Steering 
Committee distributed $500,000 
in funding to the Jamaica Plain 

organization as well as 17 others 
across Boston during the 11th 
round of the Boston Resiliency 
Fund. 

The three Eastie organiza-
tions have been providing food, 
basic necessities, and additional 
support for Boston’s most vulner-
able residents. 

“Through the generosity of so 
many individuals and organi-
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By Lauren Bennett

Después de más de 27 años de 
éxito, Bella Luna y Milky Way ha 
anunciado que cerrará perma-
nentemente sus puertas.

El restaurante y el local de ocio 
se cerró el 16 de marzo debido al 
coronavirus, y sus fundadores 

dijeron que no se sienten seguros 
al volver al negocio.

Una de ellas, Kathie Mainzer, 
le dijo a Gazette que “cuando vi-
mos lo que estaba sucediendo con 
el virus y cuán grave era el im-
pacto médico”, el equipo decidió 
que sería mejor no volver a abrir.

Además, algunos empleados y 

clientes han dado positivo por el 
virus en los últimos meses.

Bella Luna abrió en Hyde 
Square en 1993 como un restau-
rante de pizza de 19 asientos 
con el objetivo de “construir una 
comunidad y crear un lugar 

By Lauren Bennett

After 27 and a half years of live 
music, political events, wedding 
receptions, community fundrais-
ers, and much more, Bella Luna 
& The Milky Way has announced 

that it will permanently shut its 
doors. 

The restaurant closed on 
March 16 due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, and its co-founders 
said they do not feel safe return-
ing to business even now that 

they are allowed. 
Kathie Mainzer, one of Bella 

Luna’s founders, told the Ga-
zette that “when we saw what 
was happening with the virus 
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A happy crowd celebrating Bella Luna’s 25th anniversary two years ago. Hundreds of  comments 
reflecting on happy memories at the restaurant were left on its Facebook post announcing 
the closure. 

Bella Luna & The Milky Way 
to close permanently after 27+ years

Bella Luna y Milky Way a cerrar después de casi tres décadas

Jamaica Plain organization receives 
Boston Resiliency Fund dollars
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By Lauren Bennett

Longtime JP resident Roger S. 
Gottlieb is no stranger to writing. 
The author and college professor 
has written or edited 21 different 
books and more than 150 articles, 
and recently released his first 
novel, The Sacrifice Zone. 

Gottlieb, who has resided in 
Jamaica Plain since 1974, is a pro-
fessor of philosophy at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, and has a 
deep interest in religious environ-
mentalism.

“I had always turned to the nat-
ural world for solace, beauty, com-
fort, and joy,” he told the Gazette. 
“I started to read a great deal and 
do a lot of writing, and stumbled 
into religious environmentalism.”

Gottlieb’s CV is packed with 
various publications of nonfiction 
work on topics such as the re-
lationship between religion and 
politics and contemporary spir-
ituality, but he has also penned 
a collection of short stories titled 
Engaging Voices: Tales of Morality 
and Meaning in an Age of Glob-
al Warming, which received the 

Nautilus Book Award for fiction.
“That gave me the courage to 

start a novel,” he said. The novel, 
which came out about a  month 
ago, “asks a very simple ques-
tion,” Gottlieb said. “When we’re 
surrounded by pain, by loss, by 
injustice, by suffering that we 
cannot cure, how do we live?”

There are three main charac-
ters in the novel, Gottlieb ex-
plained. Two of them, one of which 
is an active environmentalist, 
struggle with the world around 
them. “He can’t stand the pain,” 
Gottlieb said of the character. 
“He’s bitter, angry, and working 

 Longtime JP resident and 
seasoned author pens first novel 

Continued on page 3

Roger S. Gottlieb
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By Lauren Bennett

After more than two hours 
of discussion, the Boston City 
Council voted virtually via Zoom 
on Wednesday to pass the FY21 
operating budget, the Boston 
Public Schools (BPS) budget, and 
the capital budget.

The operating budget was 
passed 8-5, the BPS budget was 
passed 11-2, and the capital bud-
get was passed unanimously. The 
Council also voted to transfer 
funds from the Parking Meter 
Fund and the Commonwealth 
Transportation Infrastructure 
Enhancement Trust Fund into 
the Capital Grant Fund, as well 
as to approve an appropriation 
of forty million dollars to the 
Other Post-Employment Bene-
fits (OPEB) Liability Trust Fund. 

Many Bostonians have par-
ticipated in this year’s budget 
process from all districts in the 
midst of a civil rights movement 
and a worldwide pandemic, and 
have spoken out on issues that 
are important to them and where 
they would like to see change. 
Councilors were not in compete 
agreement about whether or not 
to pass the operating budget, as 
some felt the proposed budget 
does not do enough, while oth-
ers were afraid of what would 
happen if it did not pass and 
suggested that more work can 
be done after it is passed.   

District Eight City Councilor 
Kenzie Bok, who is also the chair 
of the Ways and Means Commit-
tee, explained that Mayor Walsh 
resubmitted the operating bud-
get on June 15 after an initial re-
jection without prejudice by the 
Council, and that there is a le-
gal requirement that the capital 

budget be approved twice with a 
2/3 vote by the City Council with 
votes at least two weeks apart. 

“This budget comes before us 
at a very hard time,” Bok said. 
Over the past few months, she 
said the Committee on Ways and 
Means has held 28 hearings and 
9 working sessions on the bud-
get, where “scores of the public 
have testified” on many issues, 
especially on those surround-
ing racial injustice, police bru-
tality, and public health as the 
COVID-19 pandemic has exacer-
bated existing racial disparities 
and inequities in the City. 

Bok recommended the passage 
of all budget dockets, including 
the capital budget, operating 
budget, education budget, and 
funds from the Parking Meter 
Fund and the Commonwealth 
Transportation Infrastructure 
Enhancement Trust Fund to be 
used for capital projects. She 
personally voted in favor of all.    

The overall budget is up less 
than four percent, Bok said, but 
the affordable housing budget 
is up 40 percent. The Budget 
increases funds for schools by 
$80 million and by $14 million 
for public health. It also includes 
more funds for food and language 
access, and well as more money 
for seniors. 

If the budget was not passed, 
it would have gone to a 1/12 
budget until a new one can be 
passed. Bok said that if this were 
to happen, “we lose these gains” 
and go back to previous budget 
allocations. 

Bok said that if her colleagues 
“had a viable plan, I would be 
with them on this.” She said that 
some of them have said that “a 
1/12 budget for a couple weeks 

is a small price to pay,” but she 
does not feel there is a “viable 
counter-proposal” and that “time 
is actually against us.”

She said that she agrees with 
the many people who have called 
for a 10 percent cut in the police 
budget for reallocation to com-
munity services and programs, 
and said that the Committee on 
Ways and Means will “pursue 
that goal” by holding a series 
of hearings in the near future 
discussing practices and institu-
tions that could receive reallocat-
ed funds out of the police budget. 

Councilor Ricardo Arroyo vot-
ed against the budget, and listed 
several important departments 
whose budgets were still lower 
than the Boston Police Depart-
ment (BPD) overtime budget. 

“This budget does not go near-
ly far enough in meeting needs,” 
Arroyo said. “Imagine waiting for 
decades for funding in your com-
munities and being told to wait 
with an impending recession.”

He said that the “realities 
in Boston are stark. Does this 
budget reflect the love that I 
have for my communities? Does 
it create enough opportunities 
for those that seek them?…Is 
this operations budget just? Is it 
equitable? The answer is no and 
so is my vote.”

Councilor Annissa Es-
saibi-George voted in favor of 
the budget and said that “we 
know this process is one of our 
most critical responsibilities. My 
vote today does not mean that 
this is a perfect budget.” Coun-
cilor Flynn also said he was in 
favor, and said he worried about 
the job losses that could occur 
for city employees if the budget 
didn’t pass. 

She said that “this is the foun-
dation for the real work that 
happens after the budget process 
to build lasting change.”  

In response to claims that 
there is no counter proposal, 
Councilor Andrea Campbell 

said that there are “no shortage 
of actionable steps the mayor 
could take,” including reviewing 
budgets of every department to 
“be sure it’s evaluated through a 
racial equity lens.” 

She said that “delaying and 
resubmitting” the budget “in a 
timely manner should not be 
unreasonable” and could be done 
in a way where City employees 
do not lose their jobs.  

“We need a budget that resi-
dents in every single neighbor-
hood in the City of Boston feel 
is working for them,” Campbell 
said. “We are all feeling and see-
ing the cost of inaction.” Camp-
bell voted against the operating 
budget and the BPS budget/ 

City Councilor Lydia Edwards 
voted in favor of the school bud-
get and the capital budget, and 
although she did also vote in fa-
vor of the operations budget, “I’m 
not going to cheerlead this bud-
get like some of my colleagues 
did,” she said.

“Voting no on this is not going 
to bring about systemic change 
we need at this time,” Edwards 
said.   

She said that this year she 
will pass the home rule petition 
reforming the Zoning Board of 
Appeal and including seats for 
an environmentalist and and ur-
ban planner, as well as “change 
the standard for which we grant 
various exceptions to the rule.” 

She said she will also “thor-
oughly examine and cut back 
on the police overtime budget,” 
as well as overhaul the Council 
charter that “structurally chang-
es how we allocate funds and 
changes our budgetary powers 
as a City Council,” she said in a 
statement. 

Councilor Flaherty voted in fa-
vor of the entire budget, and said 
that this budget is “responsible, 
it’s sensible, and it’s workable. 
We need financial predictabili-
ty and stability now more than 
ever.” He added that the police 

“do tremendous work for our 
city,” and said he would be vot-
ing in favor of all three budgets. 
Councilor Frank Baker agreed 
that the “responsible thing to do 
is to pass this budget,” and also 
voted in favor.

O’Malley also voted in favor of 
the entire budget. He said that 
if the budget passes, the City 
would “start July 1 with new in-
vestments funded in part by cuts 
to the police overtime budget. A 
vote against this means a return 
to the old budget without these 
changes.” 

Councilor Michelle Wu voted 
against the operating and the 
BPS budgets. and said she be-
lieves that more time is needed 
to discuss and push for more 
change.

She said she is concerned 
about the education budget as 
well as the police overtime bud-
get, saying in a statement that 
“this proposal makes insufficient 
progress in creating accountabil-
ity,, appropriately funding public 
health, and making investments 
in housing stability, education 
equity, and economic access, 
particularly for communities of 
color.”

Councilor Julia Mejia, who 
pointed out the fact that she 
won her seat by one vote, said 
she wanted to make sure she 
represents the “people who put 
me in this seat…” 

She said that “enough is 
enough,” and if the Council is 
“serious about change” then it 
has to “change the way we do 
business.” She voted against the 
operating budget and for the 
BPS and capital budgets. 

Councilor Breadon voted in fa-
vor of the entire budget and said 
that “this is a momentous mo-
ment for me as a new councilor,” 
and praised the way the budget 
process went “in the middle of a 
huge public health crisis.”

Council President Kim Janey 
voted against the operating bud-
get and said she supports the in-
vestments in BPS and the capital 
budget, “but I have deep concerns 
about our operating budget and 
the work that remains.” She said 
that regardless of how the vote 
turned out, more work needs to 
be done and change will con-
tinue. 

“Now is the time for us to take 
bold action,” she said.

Boston City Council passes FY21 budget  in close vote
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hard,” and “he made a mistake 
which injured his daughter” that 
he cannot forgive himself for.  

Another character is an older 
woman grappling with her sister’s 
heroin addiction. She “takes refuge 
in buddhist meditation,” but her 
past begins to “haunt her,” Gottli-
eb said. The third character is a 
woman in her 40s who has been 
an environmental activist since 
college, and “she has a knack…a 
way of living where you face the 
truth and you’re not destroyed 
by it,” he said. She is able to face 
the difficulties while still doing 
the work, and she finds joy in the 
nature around her. Her “heart does 
not become the sacrifice zone.”

Gottlieb said that, “in a way, all 
the characters are me—some of 

the best parts of me and some of 
the worst parts of me.” 

The novel partially takes place 
in Jamaica Plain, and “it cele-
brates some of the very special 
things about JP,” he said, and the 
reader is able to get a sense of JP 
through the streets depicted and 
through several scenes of Jamaica 
Pond. 

“The pond is sacred space,” he 
said. “Somehow it heals us. I’ve 
had a very difficult adult life; I 
have needed support over the 
years and that place has given it 
to me. I totally believe it means 
that to countless other people.” 

He said he chose to place the 
book in Jamaica Plain because 
“Jamaica Plain is what I know. 
It’s a very interesting community. 
You can see the characters here.” 
One of this other books, A Greener 
Faith: Religious Environmental-
ism and our Planet’s Future, was 

dedicated to the Jamaica Pond 
area as well. 

Gottlieb said that his years of 
studying environmental issues 
and spirituality has made it easier 
to weave the topics into a fictional 
narrative, as “these stories and 
issues come alive through charac-
ters that are relatable.”

The Sacrifice Zone is available 
now in both paperback and e-book 
from Amazon or Barnes and Noble. 
An excerpt can be found here: 
http://www.rogersgottlieb.com/#-
excerpt.

For more information on Gottli-
eb, visit his website: http://www.
rogersgottlieb.com/.

“I think it’s a good read,” Got-
tlieb said of the novel. “I think it 
will move you and I think it will 
help you if you take its message 
seriously. Maybe, just maybe, it 
will help you with the pain.”

zations, the Boston Resiliency 
Fund has allowed us to support 
over 225,000 Boston families 
in every neighborhood of our 
city,” said Mayor Walsh. “We will 
continue to use this incredible 
generosity to partner with our 
most impactful community based 
organizations to support our res-
idents and families in need.”

The Jamaica Plain/Roxbury 
Mutual Aid will use the funding 
to support their current work 
of providing food and financial 
assistance to families in need. 

“Mutual aid is a powerful way 
to build strong connections - we 
all have something to offer and 
we all have something we need,” 
said the organization in a state-
ment. 

The Jamaica Plain/Roxbury 
Mutual Aid group allows resi-
dents looking to help those in 
need connect with people who 
need some help during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

With the economic downturn 
due to the virus, the Jamaica 
Plain/Roxbury Mutual Aid group 
set up a ‘needs list’ for those with 
food and financial insecurities. 

The Jamaica Plain/Roxbury 
Mutual Aid group then connects 
people in need of help with a 
community member that can 
help. 

However, Jamaica Plain/Rox-
bury Mutual Aid announced 
they were no longer accepting 
requests for financial support 
from the group’s Venmo fund. 

“We will re-evaluate and pos-
sibly re-open the fund in the 
future, as fundraising and ca-
pacity allows,” the group said in 
the statement. “As challenging 
and painful as it is to say no to 
future requests, we feel account-
able to those who have already 
requested, and we need to be 
transparent about our ability to 
actually fulfill requests.”

Since the first round of fund 
distribution, the Fund has raised 
over $32 million from over 6,400 
donors. The Fund serves every 
neighborhood in Boston, but has 
focused on the neighborhoods 
hit hardest by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Resiliency Fund 
has allowed the City of Boston 
to provide critical services and 
supports. 

“Every child and adult in 
Boston should be able to go to 
bed nourished and secure in the 
knowledge that tomorrow and 
every day after, their essential 
food needs will be met,” said 
Aziza Musa, Director of Philan-
thropic Partnerships at Health 
Leads. “We are incredibly grate-
ful for this philanthropic invest-
ment from the Boston Resilien-
cy Fund. This donation enables 
Health Leads to uncover and 
address the structural barri-
ers and inequities preventing 
families from accessing critical 
food and other essential health 
resources. Together, we can en-
sure that those hardest hit by 
the pandemic and its secondary 
socioeconomic impact are able 
to receive the essential health 
resources they need, when they 
need them the most.”

Fund
Continued from page 1
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staff report

 
On June 18, Representatives 

Bud Willams (D-Springfield), 
Chynah Tyler (D-Boston), Maria 
Robinson (D-Framingham), and 
Mindy Domb (D-Amherst), along 
with Senators Brendan Crigh-
ton (D-Lynn), Sonia Chang-Di-
az (D-Jamaica Plain), and Jo 
Comerford (D-Northampton) 
announce the filing of legisla-
tion to mandate that June 19, 
known as Juneteenth, become 
a Massachusetts state holiday.

 On behalf of their constitu-
ents and in solidarity with the 
Movement for Black Lives, the 
legislators filed An Act to make 
Juneteenth a State Holiday in 
both chambers and immediately 

began seeking co-sponsorships 
on HD5141 and SD2975. Cur-
rent law mandates only that the 
governor issue a proclamation 
and that Juneteenth be observed 
on the Sunday closest to June 19. 

One hundred and fifty-five 
years ago on June 19, enslaved 
Black people in Texas received 
word that they were free — two 
and a half years after President 
Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipa-
tion Proclamation. Since that 
time, each year on this date, 
people have come together in 
states across the nation to cel-
ebrate freedom, emancipation, 
and to call for transformative 
racial justice.

“Juneteenth is a celebration 
of freedom, and a reminder that 

the project of racial justice and 
liberation in this country re-
mains unfinished, with so much 
work left to do. Marking June-
teenth as a state holiday will 
honor a transformative moment 
in our country’s history—eman-
cipation from slavery—while 
also recommitting us to end-
ing the ongoing violence, dis-
crimination, and injustice we 
continue to force Black Ameri-
cans to endure,” said Sen. Sonia 
Chang-Diaz.

“Although freedom is a noun, 
it is a way of life that Afri-
can Americans deserve and are 
still striving for every day,” de-
clared Rep. Chynah Tyler. “The 
need to establish Juneteenth as 
a state holiday is aligned with 

the Black Lives Matter Move-
ment and is a step in the right 
direction. African Americans 
fought valiantly in every war 
since the Civil War, yet have not 
been granted access to life, liber-
ty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
Because Black lives matter, we 
must honor all African Ameri-
cans who sacrificed their lives 
for this very cause and set the 
tone for the future generations 
to live without fear of being 
unlawfully detained or harmed 
without equitable due process. 
With that, as an African-Amer-
ican woman who happens to 
hold an elected seat, I am proud 
to offer up this bill in efforts to 
unlock access to freedom along-
side my colleagues.” 

“Establishing Juneteenth as a 
state holiday would be a signifi-
cant—and long overdue—step in 
commemorating the anniversa-
ry of the emancipation of the last 
enslaved African-Americans,” 
said Sen. Brendan Crighton. 
“Juneteenth is a time to cele-
brate the end of slavery and the 
contributions of African-Ameri-
cans to the Commonwealth and 
our nation. It is also a time for 
all of us to reflect on the painful 
legacy of slavery and to commit 
to taking sustained action to 
eradicate racism and prejudice 
from our society.”

“Seeing Juneteenth celebra-
tions across the Commonwealth 
has inspired all of us to take the 
next step and create a state holi-
day to formally memorialize and 
remember our difficult history 
as a nation,” noted Rep. Maria 
Robinson. “Hopefully passing 
bills like this one at the state 
level will encourage our federal 
government to make Juneteenth 
a national holiday for us to re-
flect and continue our efforts 
toward equality and justice for 
all, especially Black Americans.”

“Making Juneteenth a state 
holiday celebrates the liberation 
of Black Americans from insti-
tutional slavery and calls on all 
of us to emancipate our country 
from its legacy of instutuional 
and systemic racism. A state 
holiday will not only express 
the Commonwealth’s intention 
to continuously engage in this 
important work, but our commit-
ment to take action and assess 
our efforts,” said Rep. Mindy 
Domb.

 “This is an inflection mo-
ment and our job as legisla-
tors is to lean in and act. I’m 
deeply grateful to lock arms 
with my colleagues. Passage of 
this bill will help ensure the 
Commonwealth’s necessary and 
sustained focus on the legacy of 
enslavement and our collective 
work for racial justice and equi-
ty,” offered Sen. Jo Comerford.

 An Act to make Juneteenth 
a State Holiday, HD5141 and 
SD2975, will now be sent by 
House and Senate Clerks to a 
joint committee for consider-
ation and a hearing.
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House and Senate members join together to file legislation to make Juneteenth a state holiday
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 Beginning shortly after the 
pandemic hit hard in March, 
out of nowhere and everywhere 
the phrase “in this together” has 
been used to poetically describe 
how we have to distance our-
selves from one another while 
a deadly virus and possible eco-
nomic disaster stalk all of us.
 Months into the shutdown, 
George Floyd, a black man, was 
murdered by a white police offi-
cer in Minneapolis while three 
other officers cooperated. It took 
8 excruciating minutes and 46 
seconds for Derek Chauvin to 
crush the life out of Floyd on May 
25. 
 Dozens of black people in the 
U.S.—including Breonna Taylor, 
Ahmaud Arbery and Rayshard 
Brooks just in the months since 
the pandemic started—have also 
been killed by white present or 
past law enforcement officers. 
Time magazine filled the borders 
of a recent cover with the names 
of dozens of black Americans who 
have had that horrible fate over 
the years.
 Jamaica Plain has been the 
site of two peaceful demonstra-
tions against racial injustice 
since Floyd’s demise. The Black 
Lives Matter vigil held on Thurs-
days at the First Baptist Church 
across from the post office for 
years expanded on June 4 to in-

clude thousands stretched along 
South and Centre Streets and 
centered on the Civil War Mon-
ument. Many from JP and other 
surrounding neighborhoods at-
tended a die-in held at Franklin 
Park followed by a peaceful walk 
to Forest Hills T station on June 
2.
 Juneteenth was widely dis-
cussed and celebrated for the 
first time this year, with speech-
es, essays festivals and rallies. 
Mayor Walsh and Gov. Charlie 
Baker as well as some in the US 
Congress proposed that June 19 
become a national holiday. That 
was the day in 1865 when Texans 
got word that all slaves were 
freed. Up until now Juneteenth 
was little known or marked out-
side of the African American 
community.
 People all over are respond-
ing to the killing of George 
Floyd—black people, people in 
this country, people in Europe, in 
the cities, in the suburbs, people 
in Africa, white people, Latinos, 
police officers, clergy, mayors 
and Congresspeople, Asians, old 
and young, athletes and head 
of professional sports leagues, 
business owners and more! The 
outpouring of grief and outrage 
as well as the search for solu-

tions over recent weeks is un-
precedented.
 People march, hold vigils, 
carry signs, die-in, donate, give 
speeches, propose new policies—
often repeating Floyd’s last terri-
fied and terrifying words: “I can’t 
breathe.”
 Millions are demanding 
change this time—from change 
of police behavior itself to upend-
ing the systems and policies that 
support racial injustice through-
out society. Sad to have to use the 
word, but “usually” the uproar 
following police killings of black 
people has been followed by a 
massive silence followed by for-
getfulness by the general public.
 The continuing mostly peace-
ful protests all over the country 
and the world this month offer 
real hope that this time people 
won’t stop working for change, 
won’t forget or allow the people 
in charge of policies to forget 
either. Floyd’s killing did happen 
on Memorial Day. 
 Almost 70 percent of people 
in the U.S.— a representative 
sampling of Democrats, Republi-
cans and others—polled the first 
week of June, said Floyd’s killing 
is indicative of larger problems 
with police, while only 43 percent 
agreed with that after white po-
lice shot 18-year-old black man 

Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo. 
in 2014, according to a Washing-
ton Post/Schar School poll.
 A Morning Consult poll the 
last weekend of May showed 54 
percent of adults support ongo-
ing protests following the death 
of George Floyd and other black 
Americans caused by police.
 It also showed 61 percent of 
people view Black Lives Matter 
favorably compared to only 37 
percent in August, 2017, less 
than three years ago.
 Something has changed. May-
be it’s dawned on millions who 
have been hearing the phrase 
a lot during the pandemic that 
all races are among those “in 
this together.” And “this” is our 
shared humanity.
 The larger perspective a con-
tagious virus has given us may 
have inspired people to empa-
thize with and pay attention to 
their black brothers and sisters. 
Having fewer places to go—in-
cluding school, jobs and other 
events—we can attend multiple 
protests, some that start mid-af-
ternoon. We can take time to 
think and talk about injustice. 
We can take positive action to 
start to fix it.
 In the metaphorical shared 
space where we all find our-
selves in the pandemic, we can’t 

help but notice that a lot of es-
sential workers (another term 
made meaningful by covid-19) 
are black. Yet black people fall 
ill and die and lose their jobs 
and businesses at a much greater 
rate than whites. They have far 
less money and opportunity than 
white people. And black people 
have been killed almost routine-
ly by white police for years for 
no good reason—and police have 
gotten away with it.
 We have seen one part of the 
video of Floyd’s murder taken by 
Darnella Frazier, a determined 
17-year-old high school student, 
again and again on the news. 
We watch as the officer gazes 
into space while he kneels down 
harder and harder on Floyd’s 
neck while the dying black man 
repeatedly says, groaning, “I 
can’t breathe,” until he goes si-
lent and still. In the full-length 
video, he is heard saying some-
thing else to the officer pressing 
down on him.
 “Let me up,” he pleads. Floyd 
was never allowed to get up.
 Those of us who are still 
breathing are able, not only to 
see the racial injustice that’s 
been in our midst too long, but 
also work to end it. We know we 
are and always will be in this 
together. 

JP Observer 
“In this together”

By sandra storey / speciaL to the Gazette

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Walsh held a press con-
ference on June 18, where he 
gave an update on COVID-19 as 
well as the reopening plan.

He said that as of last week, 
the overall positive test rate is 
down to 19.6 percent, the “first 
time our positive test rate in the 
city has fallen below 20 percent.”

Last week, pop up testing sites 
were opened for those who at-
tended large gatherings such as 
recent protests. Walsh said that 
nearly 1300 people were tested, 
and the positive test rate was 
one percent.

“Any time that I see a pro-
test, I’ve seen a high rate of 
face covering,” Walsh said. He 
also thanked the Boston Public 
Health Commission for handing 
out masks and sanitizer at many 
of the protests. 

He said that while these pos-

itive numbers are encouraging, 
he still “encourages everyone to 
continue being safe as you make 
your voices heard,” and more 
test sites will continue to open, 
including at Brookside Commu-
nity Health Center in Jamaica 
Plain for those who have attend-
ed large gatherings. 

Walsh also said that the pro-
posed budget for Fiscal Year 2021 
includes an additional $13 mil-
lion for the Boston Public Health 
Commission to fight COVID-19, 
health inequalities, and men-
tal health issues throughout the 
city. “That focus on public health 
is essential in Phase Two of the 
reopening plan,” Walsh said.

“I want to urge everyone to 
remain cautious,” he said. “If 
you don’t take this virus seri-
ously enough, we can and will 
get spikes.” He said that this 
means to continue wearing face 
coverings, washing your hands, 

and cleaning surfaces. 
Walsh also recently announced 

a $41.million increase in funding 
to provide 8,000 youth jobs and 
other opportunities this summer, 
and the jobs have been modified 
to fit the guidelines set forth for 
the virus to ensure that teens are 
able to gain experience safely.

The Boston Public Library 
(BPL) is now offering “BPL to Go” 
at select locations, which began 
on June 22. BPL cardholders, 
including e-card holders, will be 
allowed to pick up physical ma-
terials that are reserved ahead 
of time online. There will be re-
turn bins outside of the librar-
ies where the materials can be 
returned. The program will first 
be offered at the Copley branch, 
the Codman Square Branch, the 
East Boston Branch, the Jamaica 
Plain Branch, and the Mattapan 
Branch, and will slowly roll out 
at other locations.

Walsh also said that more 
than $13.5 million has been 
provided to small businesses 
during the pandemic, and $5.9 
million has been distributed by 
the Small Business Relief Fund 
to more than 1600 businesses 
such as restaurants, retail stores, 
hair and nail salons, gyms, child-
care providers, home health aids, 
and more. The Reopening Boston 
Fund has also provided money 
for things like PPE, partitions, 
and cleaning supplies for busi-
nesses, he said.

Walsh also said that there is 
a list of resources at boston.gov/
reopneing such as a directory of 
open businesses and restaurants 
as well as guidance for different 
types of businesses.

The City Council has in-
troduced a home rule petition 
for 184 new liquor licenses for 
restaurants across the city, as 
well as 15 set aside exclusively 

for minority owned businesses. 
The state must approve the in-
troduction of new liquor licenses.

“We need to continue to give 
our restaurants every opportuni-
ty to recover and succeed,” Walsh 
said. 

On the housing front, Walsh 
said that the Boston Housing 
Authority is “working with hun-
dreds of families of children on 
permanent rental vouchers to 
lift them out of homelessness.”

He said that construction has 
resumed on 3,000 affordable 
homes and last week launched 
the ONE+ Boston Mortgage 
Fund using CPA funds. The 
fund offers low interest rates 
and helps families buy their first 
home to build their own wealth. 

Walsh also said that several 
public art projects are moving 
forward, including 24 new proj-

Walsh gives COVID-19 update on BPL, testing, business assistance

Continued on page 7
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617.816.6900
josephine.tsui@unlimitedsir.com

unlimitedsir.com

673 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain
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Unique Times Require 
Creative Approaches.

and how severe the medical im-
pact was on people,” the team 
decided it would be best to not 
reopen. Even now, when many 
restaurants have been serving 
customers outdoors and prepar-
ing to serve them indoors once 
again, “when we looked ahead to 
the fall and winter, we did not see 
a safe way to operate,” she said.

Bella Luna opened in 1993 
with a goal to “build commu-
nity and create a really inclu-
sive, welcoming place where 
everybody felt comfortable,” 
Mainzer said. Mainzer, along 
with co-founders Charlie Rose, 
Carol Downs, Pierre Apollon, and 
Megan Mainzer, started the 19-
seat pizza restaurant on Centre 
St. in Hyde Square—JP’s Latin 
Quarter.

“Bella Luna means ‘beautiful 
moon’ in both Italian and Span-
ish,” co-founder Charlie Rose 
explained in a statement. “We 
wanted our food and our vibe to 
be welcoming to all.” 

In 1999, Bella Luna acquired 
the candlepin bowling alley in 
the basement, and added The 
Milky Way Lounge & Lanes.

“We wanted everyone to feel 
welcome; to bring everyone to-
gether,” Mainzer said. Over the 
years, the restaurant and lounge 
have been home to many events 
in the neighborhood, including a 
visit from former Red Sox pitcher 
Pedro Martinez, many reggae 
concerts, and the longest run-
ning Latin Night in Boston. 

Bella Luna was also the ven-
ue for musician Rick Berlin’s 
fundraiser for moveon.org, “hun-
dreds of community fundraisers,” 
many political events, and the 
first wedding reception when gay 
marriage was legalized in Mas-
sachusetts, Mainzer said.

“Our space has always been 
like a big community living room 
where people come together to 
celebrate important moments, 

dance, have fun and share their 
talents,” co-founder Megan 
Mainzer said in a statement. 
“We are proud to have been a 
safe space where people could 
feel free to be who they are.” 

The year 2009 marked the end 
of a 15 year lease at the Cen-
tre St. location, and renewing it 
meant a rent increase, so Bella 
Luna moved to a space at The 
Brewery Complex on Amory St. 
Although the bowling was lost, 
the spirit of the space remained 
and continued to be a destination 
for entertainment and communi-
ty support. 

To mark the transition from 
old to new, a parade was held 
from the Centre St. location to 
the new one at the Brewery com-
plex. 

“We had invited neighbors to 
come and have a parade with 
us from the old location to the 
new location saying goodbye and 
welcoming the new,” Mainzer 
said, “and we expected maybe 
100 people to show up. Instead, 
over 1000 people participated.” 
Stilt walkers from Spontaneous 
Celebrations participated in the 
parade, as well as a New Orleans 
jazz band and a Brazilian drum 
corps. “It was really spectacular,” 
she said.

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Development Corporation 
(JPNDC), which owns the Brew-
ery Complex, became Bella Lu-
na’s new landlord.

“The JPNDC has been real-
ly wonderful; a great partner,” 
Mainzer said “The JPNDC un-
derstands and supports small 
businesses and we are eternally 
grateful for their commitment to 
a more inclusive and equitable 
Boston,” the co-founders said in 
a statement. “They welcomed us 
with open arms and have sup-
ported us through this especially 
challenging chapter.”

The team said that with so 
much uncertainty around when 
large community gatherings can 
occur again, keeping the restau-
rant open per state guidelines 
would not be sustainable in the 

long run as its mission would not 
be able to be carried out. 

Additionally, Mainzer said 
that some of the restaurant’s 
team as well as its customers 
have tested positive for the virus 
over the past few months.

“We didn’t really feel safe hav-
ing staff coming in on public 
transportation and unloading 
boxes of deliveries,” she said. 
“Right at the beginning we just 
didn’t feel it was safe for our 
guests or our team. We would 
hate to have a gust or staff mem-
ber become ill. We just couldn’t 
sleep at night.” 

The owners expressed their 
thanks and appreciation for ev-
eryone who came to the restau-
rant and lounge over the years. 

“We’re just in a place of grati-
tude for the 27.5 years where we 
served the community and built 
community and shared so many 
wonderful events with so many 
families throughout the city,” 
Mainzer said, adding that many 
customers have reached out to 
show their love and express their 
sadness via social media.

“Thank you for believing in 
our mission of community and 
sharing that mission and coming 
together in the way that people 
have has been really wonderful 
and we’re proud to have been 
part of it.”

Close
Continued from page 1

realmente inclusivo y acogedor 
donde todos se sintieran cómo-
dos”, dijo Mainzer.

En 1999, Bella Luna adquirió 
la bolera en el sótano y la con-
virtió en The Milky Way Lounge 
& Lanes. El restaurante orga-
nizó todo tipo de eventos, inclui-
dos conciertos de reggae, eventos 
políticos, banquetes de boda y 
la Noche Latina de más larga 
duración en Boston.

En 2009, Bella Luna se mudó 
a The Brewery Complex en 
Amory St, donde Jamaica Plain 

Neighborhood Development 
Corporation (JPNDC) se con-
virtió en el nuevo patrón.

“Estamos eternamente agra-
decidos a JPNDC por su com-
promiso con un Boston más 
inclusivo y equitativo”, dijeron 
los fundadores en un comunica-
do. “Nos recibieron con brazos 
abiertos y nos han apoyado en 
este capítulo especialmente de-
safiante”.

Los propietarios expresaron 
su gratitud por todos los que 
vinieron al restaurante durante 
casi 30 años.

“Gracias por creer en nuestra 
misión durante tanto tiempo”, 
dijo Mainzer. 

Cerrar
Continued from page 1

ects which have received grants. 
He said that 61 artists will be 
painting utility boxes as part 
of the PaintBox program. New 
murals will also be worked on 
this summer.

“When you see the artists, 
please be respectful,” Walsh 
said, and “maintain physical 
distance.”

He added that “we look for-
ward to seeing these projects…

revitalize our neighborhoods.” 
Walsh also said that the Bos-

ton Resiliency Fund “continues 
to get resources to communities 
in need.” More than $32 million 
has be raised, and a little over 
$20 million has been distrib-
uted into the communities in 
the form of COVID-19 testing 
expansion, meals to Greater 
Boston Food Bank and Lovin’ 
Spoonfuls, gift cards for families 
to buy groceries, 20 minority 
owned restaurants paid to cook 
meals for distribution, and var-
ious nonprofits.

Walsh
Continued from page 6
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public transportation,” Brown 
said. “It’s going to be a very 
tricky balance.” She suggested 
lifting restrictions on resident 
permit parking so more people 
would be able to park. 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMITTEE

JPNC member Michael Reis-
kind reported that the Public 
Service Committee had invit-
ed someone from the Boston 
Transportation Department to 
its meeting, where the repre-
sentative shared ideas that the 
City has for changes to sidewalks 
for restaurants and retail estab-
lishments. Reiskind said that 
the City hopes to expedite the 
process in order to help as many 
businesses as it can as quickly 
as possible.  

He said there was also a dis-
cussion of how some of the busi-
nesses in the area depend on 
deliveries through their front 
doors, so losing space out front 
to the outdoor dining or shopping 
area wouldn’t be ideal.

ZONING COMMITTEE
As previously reported by the 

Gazette, the Zoning Committee 
discussed an off-street parking 
space with a new curb cut at 53 
Danforth St., as well as a request 
to change the occupancy from 
office to office and a residential 
unit at 373 South Huntington 
Ave. The JPNC voted to approve 
both of these projects.

Two other projects, which 
came before the Zoning Com-
mittee at its second monthly 
meeting, include a proposal at 
12 Everett Street to construct a 
three-story multifamily residen-
tial building with seven units 
and basement-level parking on 
the vacant parcel, and a proposal 
at 49 Robinwood Avenue for Ar-
bour Hospital to increase its bed 
capacity from 118 to 122 within 
its existing space.

JPNC Zoning Chair Dave Bar-
on said the meeting was “very 
well attended,” and several 
neighbors came out in opposi-
tion to the project for reasons 
such as density, number of units, 
parking, noise, and traffic. There 
was no vote on this proposal, as it 
was deferred to another meeting.

The Arbour Hospital propos-
al was a “modest proposal,” but 
Baron said it “revealed a lot of 
ongoing issues with the neigh-
bors,” including parking and how 
the space and pathways are lit 
at night. Since there was no 

agreement with the neighbors, 
this project was also deferred 
to another meeting and no vote 
was taken. 

HOUSING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE
Carolyn Royce, chair of the 

Housing and Development 
Committee, reported that the 
committee has received “a lot of 
great information from the Bos-
ton Clean Energy Coalition and 
Mothers Out Front” regarding 
net zero carbon goals.

The committee has been dis-
cussing sustainability standards, 
as well as ways to electrify build-
ings in JP and studying other 
locations that have required new 
buildings to be all electric. 

“Our dilemma is to take what 
we know and recommend and put 
into the language what works for 
the Neighborhood Council and 
in all of our committee work,” 
Royce said.

Royce also said that committee 
member Aidan Foley has started 
a subcommittee that will draft 
some recommendations to bring 
back before the full council that 
could be included in the JPNC’s 
Healthy Home building guide-
lines. “The recommendations will 
be targeted to types of housing 
and construction common to Ja-
maica Plain,” Royce said. 

Foley is a big proponent of 
no gas for cooking, and would 
be interested in putting that in 
the guidelines, but he said over-
all the guidelines are already 
strong and the subcommittee is 
not looking to overhaul them.

BLACK LIVES MATTER 
“We as a Council have not 

made a statement on Black Lives 
Matter,” JPNC Chair Kevin 
Rainsford said at the meeting, 
and asked his fellow members 
what they think should be done. 

“As a Council, we are kind of 
late putting out this statement, 
but we should do it,” said JPNC 
member Marvin Mathelier. “It 
shouldn’t be something that’s 
performative. There needs to 
be some action that’s involved 
around it.” 

He said that right now, Eg-
leston Square Neighborhood 
Association is in the “beginning 
phases of creating panel discus-
sions” on different topics such as 
systemic racism and police bru-
tality. These discussions could in-

Continued on page 12 

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120 
(near Roxbury Community College)
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bostonbuildingresources.com
a member-owned co-op

Boston Building Resources offers quartz, granite, 

laminate, butcher block, and more. Our knowledgeable 

and friendly staff will go beneath the surface to educate 

you about the properties of these different materials. 

And because we’re a consumer co-op, you won’t get a 

hard sell—just the information you need to make your 

decision. Contact us today for a full briefing.

Counter 
Intelligence

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-
ally via Zoom on June 23, where 
they heard a presentation from 
the directors of Jamaica Plain’s 
Main Streets about what they 
are doing to help support local 
businesses. 

Denise Delgado, Executive 
Director Of Egleston Square 
Main Street, Ginger Brown, Ex-
ecutive Director of JP Centre/
South Main Streets, and Carlos 
Espinoza-Toro, Small Business 
Program Director for the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Develop-
ment Corporation (JPNDC) were 
on hand to discuss how they are 
helping businesses in their areas 
as well as answer any questions.  

Delgado explained that Eg-
leston Square Main Street has 
been making sure information 
is available in multiple languag-
es for the businesses, and also 
helping to make sure businesses 
reopen safely. Delgado said that 
the organization has been work-
ing in conjunction with other 
local organizations to dissem-

inate info and raise money for 
businesses in need.

“We had to pivot quickly to 
help businesses,” Brown added, 
and provide “immediate assis-
tance for people who needed it.”  

She said that JP Centre/South 
Main Streets is helping business-
es think about how to sustain 
themselves in the long term, and  
has worked on getting grants out 
as well as connecting businesses 
with Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) loans.

Right now, the focus is on re-
covery, she said, and a crowd-
funding campaign has just been 
launched. 

The organization has also 
launched its “Orange Means 
Open” campaign, where orange 
lanterns are placed outside of 
businesses that are open and 
accepting customers. More infor-
mation and a list of businesses 
that are open can be found at 
orangemeansopen.com.

JP Centre/South will also be 
using the projector that was 
purchased for the holiday light 
display for a drive-in move night 
in the St. Theresa of Avila Parish 

parking lot in West Roxbury on 
June 27 at 8:30 pm. The cost is 
$40 per car, and all proceeds go 
to the JP Main Street COVID 
Relief Fund. Tickets can be found 
at jpmovienight.org. 

Espinoza-Toro said that the 
JPNDC has “worked very hard 
to get people money” through 
various programs, grants, and 
gift cards. He said they are also 
“thinking of trying to get alcohol 
permits for folks” so they can 
bring in more money.

Brown said there’s been a 
“huge outpouring of support 
and volunteers” who have of-
fered to buy gift cards or support 
businesses in any way that they 
can. She said she was concerned 
about how many businesses 
would survive the shut down 
but it was “far less than I thought 
because the community came 
forward,” she said. 

There was a discussion about 
using parking spots for outdoor 
seating and people being con-
cerned about where to park their 
cars when they come to patronize 
these restaurants. 

“Not everybody wants to take 

JPNC discusses small businesses, Black Lives Matter
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Licensed Contractor 
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(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business
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(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
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Roslindale, MA
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nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

OFF
MY 
WAVE.

Ocean Beach native and local sur f legend Steve Bettis was 

diagnosed with MS in 2006. Although sur f ing is still central 

to his life, he hasn’t been able to get out on the water in 10 

years. For a man whose daily routine always included a few 

waves, more than a decade out of the sur f is just too long. 

This is why the National MS Society teamed up with his buddy 

Rober t “Wingnut” Weaver and used vir tual reality to get Steve 

back on his wave. See their experience and f ind out how you 

can share yours at WeAreStrongerThanMS.org .

Together We Are Stronger.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?

Give Us a Call!! 617-524-2626

Build Your 
BUSINESS 
Advertise in the Guide

617-524-7662
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nesses in our district. Now, with 
a compressed summer season 
and new limitations, many local 
businesses are struggling to stay 
in operation and pay their staff.”

Given our district’s narrow 
sidewalks and density of dining 
establishments, it is crucial that 
Jamaica Plain businesses adapt 
outdoor spaces to support local 
businesses and build social co-
hesion, while enabling people to 
follow distancing guidelines. 

The group said with the com-
munity’s support in raising its 
$40,000 goal the group will be 
able to partner with local design-
ers, businesses, and residents to 
develop and implement a vision 
to transform underutilized spac-
es into community assets. 

The group would also like to 
expand its “Orange Means Open” 
campaign to increase visibility 
for open businesses and attract 
foot traffic to the district. 

Money raised would go to pro-
viding technical and financial 
assistance so employees, resi-
dents, and visitors can benefit 
from practical outdoor dining 
spaces that are safe, beautiful, 
and inviting. 

The fundraising campaign 
could also help businesses ob-
tain materials and signage to 
support health, safety, and san-
itation and provide spaces that 
are accessible to people of all 
ages and abilities. 

“We can also increase green-
ery and beautify our urban en-
vironment, enable locals and 
visitors to enjoy a wide array of 
delicious food and drink from a 
variety of cafes and restaurants 
in our awesome business district 

and create a more pleasant, wel-
coming space for people who are 
walking and rolling,” said the 
statement. “We appreciate your 
support during this period of 
recovery and reopening. Please 
give at whatever level is man-
ageable for you and share this 
giving opportunity with friends, 
colleagues, neighbors, and fami-
ly. Our fundraising goal averages 
out to approximately $1 per Ja-
maica Plain resident.”

The group pointed to a few 
examples of businesses in JP 
Centre/South Main Streets that 
are pursuing outdoor dining as 

the economy slowly recovers and 
things begin to open up. 

There businesses that could 
benefit from the campaign in-
clude; 

Cafe Beirut
 Casa Verde
 City Feed and Supply
 FoMu
 JPizle Kitchen/Columbiana
 Little Dipper
 Monumental Market
 Purple Cactus
 The Jeanie Johnston Pub
 Tres Gatos
 Vee Vee

Quality, Affordable Residential Care for Seniors 62+

NO entrance fee
income or asset

restrictions!

• Private bedrooms with full bath
• 24-hour personal care assistance
• Medication administration
• 3 Home-style meals daily
• Laundry and housekeeping services
• Leisure and wellness activities
• Lovely common areas
• 100% accessible

Since 1901

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain
www.MountPleasantHome.org

617-522-7600

By John Lynds

JP Centre/South Main Streets 
has partnered with JP Local 
First and Patronicity to launch 
a crowdfunding campaign to sup-
port businesses trying to reopen 
and recover from the COVID-19 
pandemic and subsequent eco-
nomic downturn. 

The crowdfund campaign, 
that can be found at www.pa-
tronicity.com/project/adapting_
and_thriving__jp_centresouth_
main_streets# hopes to raise 
$40,000 to support and enhance 
a vibrant business district, 
which contributes to a diverse, 
welcoming community for people 
to live, work, and visit. 

“We employ one full-time 

staff member and have an active 
board, who are joined by dozens 
of volunteers from throughout 
Jamaica Plain,” the group said 
in a statement. “We ask for your 
support so we can increase our 
capacity to help local business-
es and build community during 
these challenging times.”

So far the campaign that was 
launched a few days ago has 
raised $880 towards its goal. The 
campaign will end in 26 days. 

“Due to COVID-19, local 
businesses are faced with the 
challenge of pivoting their op-
erations to comply with health 
regulations,” the statement 
continues. “Ordinarily, summer 
would be the busiest season for 
the multicultural array of busi-

JP Centre/South Main Street launches crowdfunding campaign to help reopen businesses

A Jamaica Plain business participating in JP Centre/South Main 
Street’s “Orange Means Open” campaign to increase visibility 
for open businesses and attract foot traffic to the district. JP 
Centre/South Main Street has launched a crowdfund campaign 
to help expand this program as well as to help restaurants 
expand to outdoor dining in the neighborhood. 

Open by Open by 
appointmentappointment

for all your for all your 
cycling needs!cycling needs!

Call or email
617-524-BIKE (2453) • info@ferriswheelsbikeshop.com

66 South Street, JP

By John Lynds

After another two weeks Ja-
maica Plain’s COVID-19 infection 
rate remains lower than the city-
wide average.

According to Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) data 
released last Friday, Jamaica 
Plain’s infection rate rose only 2.7 
percent in two weeks from 164.5 
cases per 10,000 residents to 168.9 
cases per 10,000 residents. 

The number of people infected 
with COVID-19 in Jamaica Plain 
went from 664 cases two weeks 
ago to 682 cases last week. 

The last jump in cases in in-
fection rate was 10 percent so it 
seems the virus may be slowing a 

bit in the neighborhood according 
to the statistics. 

Boston’s average infection rate 
is at 195 cases per 10,000 resi-
dents citywide and last Friday’s 
data showed Jamaica Plain’s in-
fection rate is still lower than the 
city-wide average. 

Of the 4,890 Jamaica Plain res-
idents tested last week only 1.5 
percent were found to be COVID 
positive. Since treating began in 
the neighborhood 14.5 percent 
of Jamaica Plain residents have 
been found to be COVID positive. 

The stats released by the BPHC 
as part of its weekly COVID-19 
report breaks down the number 
of cases and infection rates in 

each neighborhood. It also breaks 
down the number of cases by age, 
gender and race.

Citywide the total number of 
cases rose only 2.5 percent in two 
weeks from 13,074 positive cases 
of coronavirus to 13,353 confirmed 
cases as of Wednesday. The last 
increase city wide two weeks ago 
was 8.5 percent. 

So far, 9,256 of these 13,353 
cases have fully recovered. 

COVID-19 deaths in Boston in-
creased by 4 percent in two weeks. 
There have been 700 COVID-19 
related deaths among Boston resi-
dents, up from 671 two weeks ago. 
The last jump in deaths was 14 
percent two weeks ago. 

COVID-19 Updates for Jamaica Plain
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Senior Whole Health complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Senior Whole Health 
(HMO SNP) and Senior Whole Health NHC (HMO SNP) are Coordinated Care Plans with a Medicare Advantage contract and a contract with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts/EOHHS 
MassHealth program. Enrollment depends on annual contract renewal. H2224_2019_77906_M Accepted 9/24/2019 *Limitations may apply

Caring for you in
your neighborhood—   
it’s what we do best

Dental care at no cost to you Nurse Care Manager to 
coordinate your care

$305 towards eyeglass frames Up to $400 a year for  
health-related items

YMCA membership or  
$55 per month for gym membership

Transportation to and from your 
doctor appointments*

Join today! Call 1-888-566-3526 (TTY 711)
www.seniorwholehealth.com/SNP

We speak your language

By John Lynds

The site of the future Core 
Cannabis dispensary in Hyde 
Square recently commissioned 
a mural of George Floyd that 
was painted by artist Alexan-
der Golob on the side of Core’s 
building. 

Floyd’s death at the hands 
of a Minneapolic police officer 
has sparked widespread pro-
tests against systemic racism 
and calls for police reform. 

Core’s Chief Operating Office 
Tomas Gonzalez said the beau-
tiful mural honoring Floyd is 

part of the cannabis company’s 
mission to help support social 
justice programs and education 
once the dispensary opens. Gon-
zalez said when Core opens in 
September the cannabis shop 
in Jamaica Plain will include a 
Social Justice Cannabis Museum 
on site so the Floyd mural made 
sense. 

“As a woman and minority 
owned business, we fell in love 
with the sentiment of the call to 
unite mothers against injustice,” 
Gonzalez said in a statement to 
the Jamaica Plain Gazette.  “Alex 
(Golob)  took that passion and 

created this moving design. We 
couldn’t be happier with it and 
are proud to display his work.”

The mural depicts Floyd with 
the quote, “All mothers were 
summoned when he called out 
for his mama”. When officer 
Derek Chauvin knelt on Floyd’s 
neck he cried out for his mother 
before falling unconscious and 
later dying. 

“This message resonates deep-
ly within our company’s DNA. 
We have been planning exhibits 
and assembling experts to serve 
on our Social Justice Cannabis 
Museum’s curating council for 
over a year,” continued Gonza-
lez’s statement. “We grapple with 
these issues daily as we create 
exhibits that will highlight the 
disproportionate impacts that 
the drug war has had on mi-
nority communities. Considering 
the proximity of current events 
to our company’s Core values, 
silence was not an option. We 
stand with our community in 
the fight.”

George Floyd mural painted on the side of future Jamaica Plain cannabis shop

The George Floyd mural that was painted on the side of 
the future Core Cannabis dispensary in Hyde Square. Core 
Cannabis commissioned the mural that was painted by artist 
Alexander Golob. 

Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain
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By Lauren Bennett

Phase Two, Step Two is official-
ly underway in Massachusetts as 
of Monday, June 22. At a press 
conference on June 19, Governor 
Charlie Baker announced that as 
part of Step Two of Phase Two 
of the state’s reopening plan, 
things like indoor dining, close 
contact personal services, and 
dressing rooms by appointment 
only would be allowed to open. 
Offices would also be allowed to 
operate at 50 percent capacity, 
an increase from the previously 
allowed 25 percent.

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito 
also announced a new funding 
round for MassDevelopment’s 
Commonwealth Places program 
totaling $225,000, and said that 
the COVID-19 Response Round: 
Resurgent Places program will 
allow groups to apply for grants 
of up to $25,000 for materials for 
outside dining and retail spaces. 

The industries that are al-
lowed to reopen as part of Step 
Two will have to follow sector 
sector-specific guidelines and 
mandatory safety standards in 
order to reopen. 

“Key public health data, such 
as new cases and hospitaliza-
tions, has been closely monitored 
and seen a significant decline 

allowing for Step Two of Phase 
II to begin on June 22,” the state 
said in a recent release.

Patrons will be required to 
dine six feet apart indoors, and 
close contact personal services 
like hair removal, nail care, mas-
sage therapy, tanning salons, and 
tattoo and piercing shops will 
be required to operate in ac-
cordance with specific guidance 
from the state as well as create 
a COVID-19 control plan and 
complete a self-certification. The 
full list of safety protocols and 
guidelines can be found at mass.
gov/reopening.

On June 23, Baker said that he 
is “encouraged by the continued 
progress” regarding the positive 
test rate in the Commonwealth. 
He said that the average positive 
test rate is down to 1.9 percent.

Recently, 17,617 tests were 
performed for people who have 
recently been to a large gather-
ing, and 3.5 percent came back 
positive, which Baker said is 
“consistent” with the daily pos-
itive rate. He said that while he 
is “pleased to see the percentage 
of tests was quite low,” he added 
that “COVID-19 will not take a 
summer vacation.” 

On June 19, the Department 
of Public Health’s COVID-19 
Health Equality Advisory Group 

released new data and recom-
mendations regarding the re-
sponse to the pandemic. 

“The advisory group recom-
mendations were released with 
new data from the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health 
(DPH) that highlight marked 
differences in COVID-19 cas-
es, hospitalizations, and deaths 
for different races and ethnici-
ties,” the state said in a release. 
“Black non-Hispanics and His-
panics have a 3x higher positive 
COVID-19 case rate than White 
non-Hispanics. Black non-His-
panics and Hispanics also have 
higher rates of hospitalizations. 
Age-adjusted mortality rates 
show these groups are bearing a 
higher burden of COVID deaths 
compared to the White or Asian 
populations. Nine of the ten cities 
and towns with the highest rates 
of COVID infection are also com-
munities where more than half 
the residents identify as people 
of color.”

The Advisory Group consists 
of 26 community leaders, health 
and racial equity experts, as well 
as members of communities who 
are impacted disproportionately 
by the virus, the release states. 
“The advisory group’s mission 
was to inform the state’s COVID 
response by recommending ac-

Step Two of Phase Two of state’s reopening plan underway

clude storytelling and education, 
and would provide awareness to 
people within the neighborhood.

JPNC member Kyle Smith 
said that the Council could pos-
sibly host open discussions and 
forums on the topic and also be 
a more active participant in the 
conversation.

“It’s a time to be explicit with 
our goals,” said JPNC member 
Sam Montano. “We as a country 
have oppressed black folks; all 
black folks.”

She said that the Council 
should “analyze our own complic-
ity” and “how not representative 
of a body we are. How are we 
going to make ourselves better 
and more representative of Ja-
maica Plain? I want to put out 
something that is actionable.”

Rainsford asked in response: 

“are we willing to take that hard 
look at ourselves and what it is 
we need to do to change rather 
than pointing a finger at someone 
else saying ‘you need to change’?”

JPNC member Robin Cheung 
said that it has “been a problem 
of not having enough people of 
color on the Council.”

Rainsford said that restart-
ing the Outreach Committee to 
recruit more diverse members of 
the council could be an action-
able step rather than “just put-
ting out words saying we support 
[the movement].” 

Royce also said that each com-
mittee should be taking a look at 
itself as well, and this is “not a 
one-time thing.”

Rainsford said he will craft 
some sort of statement as a start-
ing point, and welcomed input 
from any Council member.

The Council also got into a 
discussion about whether or 
not to make the recorded Zoom 
meetings public. Some people 

said they were for making them 
public because transparency is 
necessary and the JPNC is an 
elected body.

Others voiced concerns over 
privacy of the public and being 
able to see into people’s homes. 
Additionally, sometimes children 
come into view which causes pri-
vacy concerns as well. 

The group came to the con-
clusion that solutions like turn-
ing off video for those who are 
concerned about privacy, and 
instead of making the videos 
public, providing a transcript of 
the meeting to the public (Zoom 
offers this option) would be ac-
ceptable. 

The Council does not intend 
on making the videos public at 
this time, but the discussion on 
the matter will continue as the 
virus situation continues to un-
fold and also possibly lead to a 
permanent streaming the meet-
ings even when they return to 
in-person.

JPNC
Continued from page 8

By John Lynds

Two Connecticut men were 
arrested Sunday on gun charges 
after one of the suspects robbed a 
moped from a victim in Jamaica 
Plain. 

In a bizarre turn of events, 
the other Connecticut man was 
subsequently arrested when he 
turned up at District E-13 police 
station requesting for the gun 
that was confiscated in the rob-
bery, claiming it was his. 

The incident happened just 
before 2 a.m. on Sunday morning 
when officers in Jamaica Plain 
responded to a radio call for a 
person with a gun in the area 
of Lamartine Street and Mozart 
Street. 

While rushing to the address 
officers received information 
from Boston Police Operations 
that the unknown male suspect 
had displayed a firearm to a 
victim, before demanding the 
victim’s moped. 

The victim told police the sus-
pect took the moped and fled the 
area. The victim ran from the 
scene and called the police. 

As additional officers arrived 
in the area, they saw a male 
matching the description of the 
suspect stopped at the gas sta-
tion at 3055 Washington Street. 

The male was standing next to 
a blue moped, which matched the 
description of the one stolen from 
the victim. Officers approached 
the male at the gas station and 
inside of the scooter’s seat offi-
cers located a Smith & Wesson 

MP Shield 9mm firearm loaded 
with seven rounds of ammuni-
tion. 

The male was immediately 
taken into custody. The firearm 
was determined to be reported 
stolen out of Stratford, Connecti-
cut. 

Officers arrested Christopher 
Jamison, 35, of Bridgeport, Con-
necticut. Jamison was arraigned 
in Roxbury District Court on 
charges of Unlawful Possession 
of a Firearm Subsequent Of-
fense, Unlawful Possession of 
Ammunition, and Receiving Sto-
len Property. During the booking 
process officers discovered two 
pills determined to be ecstasy as 
well as an undisclosed amount of 
US Currency. Jamison faces an 
additional charge of Possession 
of Class A Drugs. 

As the suspect was being 
booked, another male from Con-
necticut entered the police sta-
tion and told officers that he was 
there to retrieve his firearm. The 
second male stated he had pur-
chased the firearm in Connecti-
cut and that he had misplaced it 
after a party in Mattapan. 

In a surprising turn of events, 
the male did not possess an ac-
tive License to Carry and was 
subsequently taken into custody. 

Officers arrested Rodney 
Looney, 52, of Bridgeport, Con-
necticut. Looney was arraigned 
in Roxbury District Court on 
Charges of Carrying a Loaded 
Firearm without a License and 
Unlawful Possession of Ammu-
nition. 

Two Connecticut men 
arrested on gun charges

tions aimed at equitable access 
to health care resources and 
services, and prevention of in-
equities and disproportionate 
negative outcomes,” it said.

“We have long understood 
that racism is a public health 
issue that demands action, and 
the disproportionate impacts of 
this new disease on communi-
ties of color and other priority 
populations is the latest indica-
tor change is necessary,” Com-
missioner Bharel, who chaired 
the advisory group, said in a 

statement. “At the Department 
of Public Health, our mission is 
to eliminate health inequities 
and we place equity at the core 
of all that we do.”

Some of the recommendations 
of the group include increasing 
equitable distribution of PPE, 
increase housing stability for 
those disproportionately affect-
ed by the pandemic, investing in 
outreach in multiple languages 
for testing, access to state assis-
tance programs, and more.

PLEASE RECYCLE
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Spring 2013 is in Full Swing!

Joe Fallon 
jpfallon@gmail.com 

617-594-0761

Edana Spicker 
agentedana@gmail.com 

617-821-1102

Thinking of Selling? 
Call today for a free, no-obligation market analysis. 

Jamaica Plain 
101 Montebello Road Unit 1 
30 Armstrong Street - Multi Family

JUST SOLD UNDER AGREEMENT
Jamaica Plain 
93 Montebello Unit 2 
93 Montebello Unit 3 
3464 Washington St. - Multi Family 

Roslindale 
4073 Washington Street - Multi Family 
81 Florence Street - Multi Family

Roxbury/Fort Hill 
130 Marcella Street Unit 1

Roslindale 
3977 Washington St. - Multi Family

Ready to Buy? 
Call to learn how to maximize your purchase power.

  FOR SALE

30 Armstrong Street 
Units 1,2 and 3 
Jamaica Plain

Unit 1: Two-level 2 BD/2 BA    $389k 
Unit 2: 1 BD/1 BA                     $289k 
Unit 3: Two-level 2 BD/2 BA    $399k

Introducing three elegant, state-of-
the-art condominium homes 

with top-of-the-line finishes and 
cost-saving, green features.

19 Rosemary Street 
Unit 3 

Jamaica Plain 
$349,000
2 BD/1 BA

Crisp, eco-friendly renovation 
of sunny, top floor condo steps to 

39 Bus or T to Longwood 
Medical Area.

4 Fort Avenue 
Unit 3 

Roxbury Fort Hill 
$219,000
2 BD/1 BA

Bright and cheery condo with 
large, private deck right next to  

the park and Monument.
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Medical Area.

4 Fort Avenue 
Unit 3 

Roxbury Fort Hill 
$219,000
2 BD/1 BA

Bright and cheery condo with 
large, private deck right next to  

the park and Monument.

A familiar face in a new place!
Joe Fallon is thrilled to be working for 
buyers and sellers out of the Remax 
Destiny location here in Hyde Square. 
Call Joe for any of your real estate 
questions or needs.

Joe Fallon

Music Terrace Studio
Offering lessons for viola, clarinet, percussion, and much more!

To learn about our teachers, rates, and policies visit

Four professional musicians • One welcoming environment in JP

www.terracemusicstudio.weebly.com

MUSIC STUDIO

Advertise your 
professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 
Call the Gazette at 

617.524.7662
or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Advertise your professional services 
Call the Gazette at  617.524.2626 

x. 225 or email localads@
jamaicaplaingazette.com

Buying, Selling 
or Just Professional & Friendly Advice

MONROE HEYMAN 
Sales Consultant 

REALTOR®, GRI, SRES, ABR

Cell: 617.240.9691 
Direct: 857.203.8018

Info@MonroeHeyman.com 
www.MonroeHeyman.com

Same philosophy at my new home

www. Yo u r G u i d e H om e . c o m

363 Centre Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
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REAL ESTATE

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

Spring 2013 is in Full Swing!

Joe Fallon 
jpfallon@gmail.com 

617-594-0761

Edana Spicker 
agentedana@gmail.com 

617-821-1102

Thinking of Selling? 
Call today for a free, no-obligation market analysis. 

Jamaica Plain 
101 Montebello Road Unit 1 
30 Armstrong Street - Multi Family

JUST SOLD UNDER AGREEMENT
Jamaica Plain 
93 Montebello Unit 2 
93 Montebello Unit 3 
3464 Washington St. - Multi Family 

Roslindale 
4073 Washington Street - Multi Family 
81 Florence Street - Multi Family

Roxbury/Fort Hill 
130 Marcella Street Unit 1

Roslindale 
3977 Washington St. - Multi Family

Ready to Buy? 
Call to learn how to maximize your purchase power.

  FOR SALE

30 Armstrong Street 
Units 1,2 and 3 
Jamaica Plain

Unit 1: Two-level 2 BD/2 BA    $389k 
Unit 2: 1 BD/1 BA                     $289k 
Unit 3: Two-level 2 BD/2 BA    $399k

Introducing three elegant, state-of-
the-art condominium homes 

with top-of-the-line finishes and 
cost-saving, green features.

19 Rosemary Street 
Unit 3 

Jamaica Plain 
$349,000
2 BD/1 BA

Crisp, eco-friendly renovation 
of sunny, top floor condo steps to 

39 Bus or T to Longwood 
Medical Area.

4 Fort Avenue 
Unit 3 

Roxbury Fort Hill 
$219,000
2 BD/1 BA

Bright and cheery condo with 
large, private deck right next to  

the park and Monument.

A familiar face in a new place!
Joe Fallon is thrilled to be working for 
buyers and sellers out of the Remax 
Destiny location here in Jamaica Plain. 
Call Joe for any of your real estate 
questions or needs.

Joe Fallon

REAL ESTATE

Client Centered. Results Driven.

A better way 
to do real estate

NEATHERY BRENZEL
617-462-4628

YourBostonAgent@gmail.com

McCormack and Scanlan Real Estate
Realtors with Experience
Local and Independent

68 South Street, JP

To advertise, Call the Gazette at 
617.524.7662 or email 

ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

    McCormack & Scanlan Real Estate
68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Professional Real Estate Guidance.
Specializing in residential sales.

Estate Sales. Downsizing.

REAL ESTATE

Ron Danklefs ~ Broker/Owner
Good Neighbors Realty, LLC

617.913.7345 • rondank2@gmail.com
www.GoodNeighborsRE.com • Licensed and insured in MA

Seventeen Years as a Full-time Realtor 
in Jamaica Plain

• Personal 
  Attention,   
  Highest Value
  for Property

• Highly 
  Experienced   
  Buyer’s and 
  Seller’s Agent

• Professional 
  Marketing

• Rentals

• Tesla/Solar  
  City - Solar 
  Panel 
  Consultant

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Your Neighborhood Experts 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com 
617.869.0496

ELLEN+JANIS IS A TEAM OF REAL ESTATE AGENTS AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL 
ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. 

Your Neighborhood Experts 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com 
617.869.0496

ELLEN+JANIS IS A TEAM OF REAL ESTATE AGENTS AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LI-
CENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. 

Advertise your 

professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 

Call the Gazette at 

617.524.7662

or email 

ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com
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LOCAL STUDENT 
MAKES DEAN’S LIST 
AT CONNECTICUT 
COLLEGE

 David Meneses Ontiveros 
of Jamaica Plain, 2023, Dean’s 
High Honors, Undeclared  been 
named to the dean’s list for high 
honors the 2020 spring semester.

Founded in 1911, Connecti-
cut College is a highly selective 
private liberal college located 
on a 750-acre arboretum cam-
pus overlooking Long Island 
Sound and the Thames River. 
Our innovative educational ap-
proach, Connections, integrates 
everything our 1,800 students 
experience here-classes, majors, 
study abroad, internships, res-
idence hall and campus life-so 
they learn how to look at prob-
lems from multiple angles and 
find value in differing points of 
view. Our mission is to educate 
students to put the liberal arts 
into action as citizens in a global 
society. For more information, 
see www.conncoll.edu or find us 
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
and LinkedIn.

CURRY COLLEGE 
ANNOUNCES SPRING 
2020 DEAN’S LIST 
STUDENTS

Curry College congratulates 
roughly 1,000 students who 
were named to the Spring 2020 
Dean’s List. To earn a place on 
the list, full-time undergraduate 
students - those who carry 12 or 
more graded credits per semester 
- must earn a 3.3 grade-point-av-
erage (GPA) or higher.

Lucas Burgos-Torres of Jamai-
ca Plain and majoring in Com-
munication

Rosa Volquez-Trinidad of Ja-
macia Plain and majoring in 
Nursing

Founded in 1879, Curry Col-
lege is a private, four-year, liberal 
arts-based institution located on 
131 acres in Milton, Mass. Curry 
extends its educational programs 
to a continuing education branch 
campus in Plymouth, Mass. Curry 
offers 28 undergraduate majors, 
as well as graduate degrees in 
business, accounting, education, 
criminal justice, and nursing, 
with a combined enrollment of 
over 3,700 students. The student 
body consists of approximately 

2,000 traditional undergraduate 
students, and 1,700 continuing 
education and graduate stu-
dents. Approximately 1,575 of 
its students reside on the Cur-
ry campus. The largest majors 
are business management, com-
munication, nursing, criminal 
justice, and education, and the 
college is also internationally 
known for its Program for the 
Advancement of Learning (PAL). 
The College offers a wide array of 
extra-curricular activities rang-
ing from 15 NCAA Division III 
athletic teams to an outstanding 
theatre program. Visit us on the 
web at www.curry.edu.

LOCAL STUDENT 
ON DEAN’S LIST AT 
DENISON UNIVERSITY

Lariona Jacobs, 2020 was  
among 714 students named to 
Denison University’s 2020 spring 
semester dean’s list by Provost 
Kim Coplin. “Denison students 
thrive as they learn new modes 
of thought and are challenged to 
see the world in complex ways by 
faculty who share their own per-
sonal enthusiasm for research 
and scholarship,” says Coplin. 
Students who achieve dean’s list 
status have maintained a grade 
point average of 3.7 or better (out 
of 4.0) for the semester.

LOCAL STUDENT 
GRADUATES FROM 
DENISON UNIVERSITY

The following students were 
among 574 graduates awarded 
degrees by Denison University 
President Adam Weinberg at a 
virtual conferral of degrees event 
held on Saturday, May 16.

Lariona Jacobs of Jamaica 
Plain, Bachelor of Arts degree 
with a double major in anthro-
pology/sociology and communi-
cation

Built on a foundation of ac-
ademic breadth, depth, and 
rigor and lasting relationships, 
Denison University unlocks the 
potential of our students to be 
architects of their own lives. We 
create pathways for our students 
to quickly make friends and find 
mentors. We help them figure out 
what kind of lives they want to 
lead, and we help them develop 
the skills, values, habits, net-
works, and experiences to launch 
into professions so they can build 

those lives. As Denison contin-
ues to build upon its strengths, 
our focus is on deepening men-
torship; expanding the liberal 
arts curriculum; reinventing the 
career exploration process; and 
leveraging our close proximity 
to Columbus, one of the nation’s 
best cities for the arts, intern-
ships, and entrepreneurship.

JAMAICA PLAIN 
STUDENT MAKES 
HONOR ROLL AT 
FONTBONNE

Fontbonne is pleased to an-
nounce a student from Jamaica 
Plain has earned Honor Roll sta-
tus for Quarter Three/Four 2019-
20.  Join us in congratulating her 
on her achievement: 

First Honors
Zuri Kilson-Kuchtic ‘21
Below you will find the re-

quirements for the Honor Roll 
tiers: 

FIRST HONORS: GPA 3.750 - 
3.999 with no grade below B- in 
college prep and honors courses 
or C+ in an A.P. course in a given 
quarter.

Fontbonne is a Catholic, All-
Girl High School and Early Col-
lege serving families throughout 
Greater Boston and the South 
Shore.  Inspiring remarkable 
girls since 1954, Fontbonne is a 
leader in private school educa-
tion and a sponsored ministry 
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
Boston.

MARTIN GRADUATES 
FROM COLBY 
COLLEGE

Nicholas C. Martin of Jamai-
ca Plain, Mass., was one of 480 
seniors who graduated from Col-
by College in Waterville, Maine, 
May 24, 2020, receiving a bach-
elor of arts degree.

Martin, who majored in En-
glish and educational studies, 
attended Beaver Country Day 
School and is the son of James 
Martin and Sheila Murphy of 
Jamaica Plain, Mass.

“This was to be the day that 
we would gather on Miller lawn 
for your formal commencement 
exercises and all that they repre-
sented in terms of your learning, 
accomplishments, and growth,” 
said President David A. Greene, 
speaking live from Colby’s Lorim-

er Chapel.
“At Colby,” he said, “you lived 

in a community where relation-
ships are central to everything 
we do. The irony that we all 
recognize is that learning and 
living through deep, meaningful 
relationships-the most fulfill-
ing, enlightening way to live-is 
threatened when this pandemic 
limits close personal interaction. 
But this threat will not last.

“The knowledge that we are 
better together,” he said, “that 
human connection and the bonds 
of community are essential to 
humanity will drive us to erad-
icate the damaging impact of 
this virus.”

LOCAL STUDENTS 
MAKE DEAN’S LIST AT 
ST. SEBASTIAN’S

St. Sebastian’s School is proud 
to announce the names of stu-
dents who were named to the 
Fourth Quarter and Second Se-
mester Honor Rolls under the 
following categories: High Hon-
ors (A- or above in all subjects), 
Honors with Distinction (B or 
above in all subjects), Honors 
(B- or above in all subjects) and 
Effort (Marks of 1 or 2 in all sub-
jects, 4th quarter only).

Students from Jamaica Plain 
include: 

Michael J. Kalinichenko, 
Grade 9, High Honors, High Hon-
ors, Effort 

Maxim D. Kalinichenko, Grade 
7, High Honors, High Honors, Ef-
fort 

Kristian A. Rosario, Grade 
12, Honors with Distinction

Luis E. Sosa Espinal, Grade 7, 
Honors with Distinction, Honors 
with Distinction, Effort 

LOCAL RESIDENTS 
MAKE DEAN’S LIST 
AT WENTWORTH 
INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY

The following local residents 
have made the Dean’s List at 
Wentworth Institute of Technol-
ogy for the spring 2020 semester.

* Nathifa Nadine Debellotte of 
Jamaica Plain 

* Olivia G McLaughlin of Ja-
maica Plain 

* Saba Kahassai of Jamaica 
Plain 

* Christopher Thomas 

Grouard of Jamaica Plain
Founded in 1904, Wentworth 

Institute of Technology stresses 
project-based, hands-on learning, 
with an emphasis on cooperative 
education and careers, communi-
ty enrichment, and contributing 
to the economic vitality of the 
Greater Boston region. The na-
tionally ranked school is recog-
nized as a leader in engineering, 
technology, design and science.

UNION COLLEGE 
HONORS CLASS 
OF 2020 DURING   
VIRTUAL CEREMONY

The 90-minute event, “Hon-
oring U: A Tribute to the Class 
of 2020,” premiered on YouTube 
and Facebook. It featured the 
conferral of degrees on the 477 
members of the class by Presi-
dent David R. Harris.

These students included:
Bernadine Conklin, of Jamai-

ca Plain, graduated with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree cum laude 
majoring in Political Science and 
Russian and Eastern European 
Studies.

Carlos Piedad, of Jamaica 
Plain, graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree cum laude major-
ing in Environmental Policy.

Elena Ruiz, of Jamaica Plain, 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree magna cum laude 
majoring in Anthropology.

UW-MADISON 
ANNOUNCES SPRING 
DEAN’S LIST

The University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison has recognized Ja-
maica Plain resident Sara Pratt,, 
of College of Letters and Science 
was named to the Dean’s List for 
the spring semester of the 2019-
2020 academic year.

Students who achieve at a 
high level academically are rec-
ognized by the dean at the close 
of each semester. To be eligi-
ble for the Dean’s List, students 
must complete a minimum of 12 
graded degree credits in that se-
mester. Each university school or 
college sets its own GPA require-
ments for students to be eligible 
to receive the distinction. Most 
call the honor “dean’s list”, but 
some grant the “Dean’s Honor 
List” and “Dean’s High Honor 
List.”

LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS
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LEGAL NOTICE
SUFFOLK SS.

PROBATE COURT
Case No.

SU20E0025
To: William R. Cantin, Joseph 
D. Cantin, William P. McKenna, 
Daniel J. McKenna, Kathleen 
Wander, Eileen Newmeier, Rich-
ard T. Sullivan, Ellen Dorcuck, 
Paula Mehler, Jane Wymelen-
burg, Robert Wymelenberg and 
Kathleen Hennessey and Paul 
V. McKenna
A petition has been presented 
to said Court by William R. 
Cantin 350 Medford Street of 
Boston, Massachusetts in the 
County of Suffolk representing 
that he hold as Tenant in 
common an undivided one 
eighth part or share of certain 
land lying in Boston, MA in said 
County and briefly described 
as follows:
In the County of Suffolk and 
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, bounded and described 
as follows: Easterly by the 
westerly line of Herbert Road, 
sixty (60) feet;
Southerly by lot 149 as shown 
on the plan hereinafter 
mentioned, seventy-nine and 
46/100 (79.46) feet;
Westerly by land now or 

formerly of Andrew J. Peters, 
Trustee, forty-two and 74/100 
(42.74) feet;
Northerly by lot 147 as shown 
on said plan, seventy-six and 
60/100 (76.60) feet.
Said land is shown as lot 148 
on a subdivision plan drawn by 
W.C. Bates, C.E., dated Aug. 1, 
1922 as approved by the Court 
filed in the Land Registration 
Office as plan No. 3321-G, a 
copy of a portion of which is 
filed with certificate of title 
No.15130.
The above described land has 
the benefit of and is subject 
to the rights, easements and 
provisions contained or referred 
to in certificate of title No. 
5085 so far as the same may 
be applicable and the rights, 
easements, reservations, 
restrictions, provisions and 
agreements contained or 
referred to in deed from Boston 
Dwelling House Company to 
Martin J. Herbert dated October 
16, 1929 filed and registered 
as Document No.95694 and 
subject also to any easements 
acquired by the City of Boston 
under a taking for a sewer in 
Herbert Road dated May 15, 
1931 filed and registered as 
Document No.105683 and to 
any assessment for betterments 

under said taking setting forth 
that he desire that - all the fol-
lowing described part - of said 
land may be sold at private sale 
for not less than $750,000.00 
dollars and praying that the 
partition may be made of all 
the land aforesaid according 
to law, and to that end that a 
commissioner be appointed 
to make such partition and 
be ordered to make sale and 
conveyance of all, or any part 
of said land which the Court 
finds cannot be advantageously 
divided either at private sale or 
public auction, and be ordered 
to distribute the net proceeds 
thereof.
If you desire to object thereto, 
you or your attorney should 
file a written appearance in 
said Court at Boston before 
ten o’clock in the forenoon on 
the 30th day of July 2020, the 
return day of this citation.
Witness, Brian J. Dunn, Esquire, 
First Judge of said Court, this 
10th day of June 2020.
Felix Arroyo,
Register 

6/26/20
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of

Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and
Family Court

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF 

PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT
TO G.L. C. 190B,
§5-304
Docket No. 
SU20P0929GD
Suffolk Probate and
Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
PO Box 9667
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
In the matter of:
Carolyn Isham
Of: Boston, MA
To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 
Brigham and W. Faulkner Hos-
pital of Boston, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Carolyn Isham is in need of a 
Guardian and requesting that 
(or some other suitable person) 
be appointed as Guardian to 
serve on the bond.
The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent 

is incapacitated, that the ap-
pointment of a Guardian is nec-
essary, and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate.  The 
petition is on file with this court 
and may contain a request for 
certain specific authority.
You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
at this court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 
07/27/2020. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail the written appearance 
by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the written 
appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objec-
tion within 30 days after the 
return date.
IMPORTANT
NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make 
decisions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 

The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: June 15, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

6/26/20
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU20P0770EA
Estate of:
Anthony Macolini

Date of Death:
10/17/2004
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate 
of Will with Appointment of 
Personal Representative has 
been filed by Jody (A.K.A. Lyn) 
Macolini (F.K.A. Cosgrove) 
of Leesburg, VA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: 
Harry P. Grill of Brookline, MA 
and Jody (A.K.A. Lyn) Macolini 
(F.K.A. Cosgrove) of Leesburg, 
VA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on 
the bond in an unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
07/15/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 

proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative ap-
pointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: June 03, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

6/26/20
JP

PET CARE

Serving J. P. since 1992
Your first walk/visit free when you sign up!

617.522.6196   www.thedogwalker.freeiz.com

The Dog Walker

PET CAREPET CARE
D

PET SITTING

• In home pet care while you work or vacation
• 10+ years experience
• Bonded and insured
• Member of Pet Sitters International

Cell: 617-851-9380
pawsthebest@hotmail.com

PET SITTING

Liz Peterson
insured Petsitter

617-407-1315

D
PET CARE

Woof & MeoW Pet Care
Daily Dog Walks • Puppy and Senior Rates

Pet Sitting Services • Free Consultations • Insured

Call or text 857-236-8942
fondrenrobert@yahoo.comwoofmeowpetcare.com

Pamper YOUR pet business!
Advertise your Pet Services with us!

    Call 617 524-2626 or write to 
ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com for more info.

PET CAREPET SITTING

Liz Peterson
insured Petsitter

617-407-1315

Serving J. P. since 1992
Your first walk/visit free when you sign up!

617.522.6196   www.thedogwalker.freeiz.com

The Dog Walker

PET CARE

PET CARE
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PET SITTING

• In home pet care while you work or vacation
• 10+ years experience
• Bonded and insured
• Member of Pet Sitters International

Cell: 617-851-9380
pawsthebest@hotmail.com

PET SITTING

Liz Peterson
insured Petsitter

617-407-1315

D
PET CARE

Woof & MeoW Pet Care
Daily Dog Walks • Puppy and Senior Rates

Pet Sitting Services • Free Consultations • Insured

Call or text 857-236-8942
fondrenrobert@yahoo.comwoofmeowpetcare.com

Pet Services DirectoryD D
Pamper YOUR   
 pet business!

Advertise your Pet Services with us!
    Call 617 524-2626 or write to 
         ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com 
            for more info.

PET SERVICES

• In home pet care while you work or vacation
• 10 years experience
• Bonded and insured
• Member of Pet Sitters International

617-407-5745

Pamper YOUR pet business!
Advertise your Pet Services with us!

    Call 617 524-2626 x. 225 or write to 
ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com for more info.
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CHIROPRACTORS

 Chiropractic Care  
Dr. T.J. Mercurio 

Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

Advertise your services! Call 617-524-7662
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CHIROPRACTORS

 Chiropractic Care  
Dr. T.J. Mercurio 

Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

For Your 
HealtH Mind & BodY

Sally Friar, DC
520 Centre St., JP

617-458-1613
by appointment only

Friar
Chiropractic

ChiropraCtiC pErSoNaL FitNESS CoaChiNG

$89
30 Day All Access 

Coaching Trial
New clients only

617-435-0213 • info@myjpfitness.com

Are you MINDing YOUR business? 
Advertise your services here!  

Call 617-524-2626 x223 or 225

G.J. “Chip” Bradish, LMHC
Jamaica Plain, MA  • 617.524.6807
gjbradish@gmail.com
www.centerground.org

Practicing in JP since 1996.

for growth and development. New group starting this fall.CoaChiNG aND CoUNSELiNG
R

FitNESS

Christine Rose, LMT
Trained in Lymphatic Drainage, Deep Tissue/Sports and Swedish Massage

3464 Washington Street JP.  
www.imanimassage.com • 617.821.2875! 

Imani ~ a relaxation place
MASSAGETHERAPY GROUP

Boston social therapy Group
Evelyn Dougherty, LICSW

617-983-8800 • www.bostonstg.com
Jamaica Plain, MA  02130

 Experience the power of group!
Short-term Individual and Couples Therapy 

FITNESS TRAINING
A Support Group for Professional Care Givers/Providers

Come together with peers whose life’s work is 
lifting up others yet have trouble applying similar 

attention and care to themselves.

   Meetings in Jamaica Plain (evenings)
             & Cambridge (mornings)

GROUP THERAPY AND SUPPORT

For info. Howie Schnairsohn, LICSW, CGP

617-416-6965
howschnair@gmail.com 

www.psychologytoday.com
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PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

w

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

(617) 522-5055   www.mspca.org

For more information about 
‘keets’ and or other animals 
in need of adoption, please 

contact:

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is a biweekly 
submission sponsored by Sarah Carroll, 
Sales Associate of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
1375 Beacon St., Brookline, MA 02446  • 617-731-2447

‘KEETS’
These ‘keets are ready to fly the coop! Parakeets are lovely 
companions that brighten your home with vibrant colors 
and fun chirpy songs. They love companionship, and would 
ideally like to go in pairs or groups – they can also be friends 

with any existing parakeets 
in your home! In order to 
adopt, we just ask to see a 
picture of your cage to make 
sure it’s an appropriate size. 
Call the adoption center at 
617-522-5055 to set up an 
appointment to meet these 
cuties!
Email adoption@mspca.com 
today for more information 
on our parakeets!

10A Green Street, Jamaica Plain

617-524-7300
Visit jpanimalclinic.com

Serving the JP Community 
for over 10 years!

New Patients always welcome!

Jamaica Plain Animal Clinic, LLC is an independent, 
privately-owned veterinary clinic.

Wellness Exams          Vaccinations          Geriatric Care
Parasite Prevention          Spay & Neuter          Radiology          

Ultrasounds          Dentistry

We are committed to providing
the highest quality veterinary 

care for your pet.

angell.org
Angell Animal Medical Center | 350 S. Huntington Ave, Boston | 617-522-7282
MSPCA-Angell West | 293 Second Ave, Waltham | 781-902-8400

REFERRAL SERVICES We are now welcoming a 
limited number of referral cases in Boston & Waltham. 

ON-SITE SPECIALTY CONSULTS & TELEMEDICINE Most of
Angell’s specialists are available to consult on your pet’s case
while your pet is at Angell or to facilitate phone or video
appointments. Visit angell.org.

EMERGENCY SERVICES & URGENT CARE Boston & Waltham 
are open 24/7. Our primary care & specialty services are 
available for patients with non-life threatening but urgent 
issues. 617-522-7282

PHARMACY Prescriptions for Angell patients are
available by curbside pick-up or mail (shipping fees apply).
Submit prescription requests at angell.org/pharmacy or
call 617-524-5700.

For more information, please visit angell.org/COVID
or call 617-522-7282.

Angell is Open!
Providing Essential
Veterinary Services

JP PetsJP Pets
Special Section

By Lauren Bennett

With numerous reports and 
complaints of fireworks popping 
up in neighborhoods across the 
city, many pets are becoming 
distressed by the constant loud 
sounds that sometimes continue 

into the early morning hours.
Many JP residents say their 

dogs and cats are affected by 
the increase in fireworks, which 
started in late April and still con-
tinue today. The Boston Police 
Department has confiscated fire-
works in several neighborhoods 

after complaints from residents, 
and put out a public safety re-
minder that fireworks are illegal 
in Massachusetts.

Morgan Walton, a JP resident, 
said that her five year old hound 
mix rescue, Beau, has severe re-
actions to the fireworks. She said 
that while he is typically sound 
reactive, the daily fireworks par-
ticularly affect him.

“Fireworks are at the top of his 
hate list,” Walton said. “He can 
handle a couple, [but] after a few 
he starts to shake.” She said he 
will then hide and begin to whine, 
“gets sort of progressively worse 
the longer they go on.”

She said that Beau will hide 
in the bathroom and squeezes 
himself in between the bathtub 
and the wall. 

Walton said she hears the fire-
works every evening, sometimes 
as early as 4:00 or 5:00 pm, but 
“definitely” by around 7:00 or 
8:00pm, and they can last until 
“sometimes 12:00, 1:00, 2:00 in 
the morning, 3:00 in the morn-
ing.” She said there’s a firework 
every 20 to 30 minutes for hours 
at a time. 

Dr. Terri Bright, Director of 

Behavior Services at MSPCA-An-
gell, said that she has received 
“a lot of calls” in the behavior 
services department because of 
the fireworks.

She spoke to the Gazette about 
some tips pet owners can try with 
their animals who are affected by 
the noise. 

Before the fireworks even 
start, Bright recommended clos-
ing any windows in the house to 
dampen any outside noise, as well 
as putting on a white noise ma-
chine. If no white noise machine 
is available, she recommended 
searching Celestial Sounds on 
YouTube, which can be played 
on a phone or a laptop and will 
provide calming sounds for the 
animal.

She said there is also an app 
called “SimplyNoise” that can 
play white noise and help to mask 
sounds outside. 

She also suggested distracting 
the pet with food, but “if they are 
so upset that they won’t eat, then 
food is not going to work.” She 
said that if the animal is in a 
“heightened state of fear, there’s 
no way to really reassure most 
animals.”

Recent increase in fireworks affecting pets; MSPCA behaviorist offers tips for owners
Bright also suggested to make 

sure the animal cannot get out of 
the house, as some might react to 
the noise by trying to run away. 

“If your pet seems like they 
want to hide, make a hidey hole 
for them in a closet” or similar 
space,” she said. “If they’re re-
ally panicked, the only other 
choice is to call your vet and get 
sedation…and give it before the 
animal gets upset.”

Walton said that Beau has a 
Thunder Jacket, which can calm 
anxiety using slight pressure. 
He is also given a sedative.

“We try to distract him; we 
try to give him treats to make it 
a more positive experience,” she 
said. When the fireworks start, 
Beau wants to go for a ride in 
the car, which Walton said he 
usually hates, but he refuses to 
go to the bathroom in the yard 
while they are going off.  

Walton said that they end up 
taking him to the Arboretum 
to get a break. “Otherwise, he 
won’t go to the bathroom at all,” 
she said. 

Bright said that there is real-
ly no specific reason why some 
animals are more afraid of the 
fireworks than others, but she 
did say that animals that are 
storm-phobic are more likely to 
be afraid of fireworks.

“It sometimes has to do with 
the socialization of the animal,” 
she added, and whether or not 
they are exposed to loud noises 
as puppies or kittens. 

The sustained amount of fire-
works going off in the neighbor-
hood does not help the situation, 
she said. “The more it happens, 
the worse it gets. They tend to 
get more frightened.”

She said of those who are 
setting off fireworks, “I would 
appeal to everyone who thinks 
this is fun to consider the pets 
of friends they have. Many, many 
pets are suffering from this.” 
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24/7 Emergency Vet Care | Weekend Appointments | Free On-Site Parking

NEED HELP
SCRATCHING
THAT ITCH?

• Intradermal & serologic allergy testing for atopic dermatitis
• On-site, custom immunotherapy formuation for the treatment
 of atopic dermatitis

Allergies are a common cause of skin & ear conditions in pets. Dogs & cats with 
allergies may scratch, chew, lick their paws, rub their face, or have recurrent ear 
infections.

The Dermatology service at Angell’s Boston & Waltham locations is here to help 
with allergy diagnosis & management. We offer:

For more information, visit angell.org/dermatology

angell.org
Angell Animal Medical Center | 350 S. Huntington Ave, Boston | 617-522-7282
MSPCA-Angell West | 293 Second Ave, Waltham | 781-902-8400
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ADVERTISE IN THE GAZETTE
For Rates and Information, Please Call 

617-524-7662

Editorial

Covid-19 is a predator --
and we are its prey

The media, politicians, and others have likened our ongoing battle 
with the corona virus as the equivalent of “going to war.”

The doctors and nurses in the overburdened ERs in New York City, 
when its hospitals were being overwhelmed with corona patients 
in March, put it this way in discussing the stresses and challenges 
they were facing when they lacked personal protection equipment, 
ventilators, and other essential medical needs: “It’s like going to war, 
but without being given guns and ammunition.”

But as we enter the fourth month since the start of the lock-downs 
in many of our states, the “going to war” metaphor does not seem 
entirely appropriate. 

Rather, the corona virus, which is stealthy and unseen except 
under a microscope (it is 1/1000th the width of a hair on our heads), 
is more like a hunter seeking its prey -- and its main prey is the 
human race.

We like to think of ourselves as kings of the world, sitting atop 
the food chain. Even if we cannot match a shark in the water or a 
lion in the jungle, we have weapons readily at our disposal to cope 
with any threats we may face from the natural world.

But the corona virus has humbled us. We as a species have prov-
en no match for this pandemic that Mother Nature has thrust into 
our midst.

As with any predator in the wild, the corona virus seeks out the 
easy targets, the old and the weak. Per Darwin’s theory of evolution, 
only the strongest survive.

But intelligence also is a key to the survival of members of a 
species. The pandemic has proven that point as well, also taking 
as its victims those whose arrogance exceeds their common-sense, 
and whose folly makes them an easy target for a hunter that fears 
nothing and that will take advantage of any lapse in judgment. 

The early openings in the Southern states, where people have 
refused to wear masks and do not practice physical-distancing, and 
where infections now are predictably skyrocketing, have shown the 
folly of underestimating the power of the virus.

We think a more accurate way for us to view the corona virus is 
that it has reduced the human race to the equivalent of meerkats. 
(Timon in the Lion King is a meerkat.) Meerkats, small mongooses, 
live constantly on alert and retreat to their underground network 
of burrows upon sensing the slightest threat of danger. If they let 
their guard down for an instant when above-ground, they can become 
easy targets for predators. 

We too, now find ourselves in a state of existence in which our 
movement is restricted. We must remain ever-vigilant and be aware 
that the corona virus is everywhere. As with any predator, the corona 
virus always is on the prowl and stalking, just waiting for any one 
of us -- its prey -- to make that one, fatal mistake. 

As is becoming clear in the Southern states, we are fooling our-
selves if we think that we have outwitted this virus and that three 
months of lockdown were sufficient to save us from its grip. The 
reality is that the corona virus never will cease hunting us and that 
we must devise a new normal if we wish to regain a semblance of 
our former lives.

Hopefully, our new way of life, whatever that will look like, will 
be something better than our present meerkat-like circumstances.

None are protected from COVID-19 
until are all protected

op-Ed

The apparent on-camera 
murder by slow asphyxiation of 
George Floyd drives ongoing pro-
tests throughout Massachusetts. 
Together with yet more shooting 
deaths of Black people in recent 
weeks, it highlights not only how 
acceptance of police violence 
against Black people was written 
into law. It also comes at a time 
when the vastly disproportionate 
rates of COVID-19 infection and 
death in Massachusetts’ Black 
and immigrant communities 
have risen into public awareness, 
even as our state’s distinction of 
having the fourth highest death 
rate in the country has not. 

We posit that devaluation of 
Black and immigrant lives is 
implicit in policies that accept 
these infection and death rates 
as inevitable, and that success-
ful control of the pandemic here 
in Massachusetts hinges on po-
litical decisions to proactively 
remedy the factors that render 
these communitie so vulnerable. 
We call on elected officials at ev-
ery level of our Commonwealth, 
starting with Governor Baker, 
to focus on these policies with 
maximal urgency as reopening 
is being advanced. This will re-
quire inviting representatives of 
these communities to the table, 
as the CEOs who currently pop-
ulate the governor’s reopening 
board lack the knowledge of their 
life circumstances that repre-
sentatives like Gladys Vega of 
the Chelsea Collaborative and 
Reverends Ray and Gloria Ham-
mond of Bethel AME Church can 
bring. 

It is the voices of the affected 
communities that can best clar-
ify the realities excluded from 
Governor Baker’s statement 
that safe re-opening hinges on 
personal responsibility. Black 
and immigrant individuals de-
sire nothing more than to pro-
tect themselves, but must place 
themselves into dangerous envi-
ronments to put food on the table 
and keep a roof over their heads.

Three parts of daily life put 
Black and immigrant men and 
women at stark risk of infec-
tion: work, transportation, and 
home. Workplaces of frontline 
low-income workers have been 
unsafe since the beginning of 
the epidemic. As some exam-
ples, grocery store cashiers long 

lacked sneeze guards and masks; 
hospital janitors, nursing home 
staff as well as home care atten-
dants lacked training in use of 
personal protective equipment 
(if they even had such equipment 
available); bus drivers lacked 
enclosures; and food production 
workers were closely crowded 
together. 

Current policies, in which 
detailed protective measures 
at each type of workplace are 
not mandated, still drive busi-
nesses to skirt safety measures, 
because the most conscientious 
businesses are financially pe-
nalized. Occupational health 
experts, workers’ centers and 
unions know the workplace re-
alities on the ground to formu-
late needed detailed guidelines. 
Employees requesting adherence 
to guidelines must be protected 
from retaliation. In current cir-
cumstances, with rampant food 
insecurity and with the specter 
of an employer calling ICE to rid 
himself of a sick undocumented 
worker, employees are afraid to 
ask for adherence to workplace 
guidelines if they are not ro-
bustly shielded from dismissal 
or worse. Presumption of occu-
pational exposure of COVID-19, 
passed into law or ordered in 
12 states, rewards businesses 
that protect their workers rather 
than punishing them for doing 
so, and enables employees to 
stay home as long as they are 
infectious.

Unsafe transportation endan-
gers not only MBTA staff but 
also riders who must get to work. 
In fact the undocumented, who 
comprise a significant number 
of essential workers, still lack 
the right in our state to take a 
driving test and obtain a drivers’ 
license; we call on the governor 
to endorse the Work and Family 
Mobility Act that would unite us 
with our neighbors Connecticut, 
New York and Vermont in discon-
necting drivers’ licenses from im-
migration status. Similarly, the 
Safe Communities Act, delink-
ing public safety policework, 
like traffic monitoring by State 
Police, from immigration en-
forcement, can help foster more 
trust of immigrant communities 
in state authorities. The absence 
of this trust currently makes ef-
fective COVID-19 contact tracing 

impossible. Safe transport will 
require constant monitoring of 
conditions on trains and buses 
and correction of deficits because 
it is the essential workers who 
cannot work from home.

Higher risks at home are the 
third arena in which Black and 
immigrant communities find 
themselves in harm’s way from 
COVID-19. Our Commonwealth 
has tolerated significantly high-
er levels of pollution in their res-
idential areas, increasing their 
risk for chronic lung conditions 
that contribute to more severe 
disease. Skyrocketing housing 
costs also force families to choose 
between intense crowding or 
homelessness. Families who now 
have no food are even harder 
pressed for rent. An explosion of 
evictions, foreclosures and fam-
ily homelessness threatens to 
throw accelerant on the epidem-
ic unless tenants, homeowners 
and small landlords are further 
protected before the current mor-
atorium expires. 

A second wave of infections 
would be devastating not just 
for the health and life of all 
Massachusetts residents, includ-
ing the residents of sheltered 
towns who count on the health 
of their nannies, housecleaners, 
and food workers. (This was am-
ply demonstrated by the second 
surge in Singapore, driven by 
infections among low-income 
migrant workers.) It would also 
deeply disrupt the operations of 
small businesses, of the farms 
in the Western part of our state, 
the ability of daycare centers and 
schools to plan and to function, 
and hence the financial lifeblood 
of many people in our state. The 
idea that a second wave is inev-
itable is deeply harmful, as the 
Massachusetts High Technology 
Council has pointed out. Pre-
venting more infections is not 
only right because every human 
life is precious. It is also critical 
for a strong economy. 

 If our affirmation that Black 
lives matter and that we are a 
welcoming state is more than 
a beautiful sentiment, but is 
meant to truly protect the lives of 
those who have already suffered 
so disproportionately in the epi-
demic, concrete steps are needed 

Continued on page 19
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SERVICES

David at kNURD on Kall:com 
can help with PC computers, net-
works, audio/video/multimedia, 
phone solutions. $Reasonable$. 
House calls. 617-676-5676 or 617-
522-6090.  

JP Guitar Studio - Classical, 
Acoustic and Rock Guitar Les-
sons by Erik Puslys.  Over 20 
years teaching experience. Spe-
cial: Five lessons for the price of 
four.   Info: www.jamaicaplain-
guitarstudio.com  617-306-3208

GUITAR LESSONS

“Litter Free” is a litter removal ser-
vice for your property or parking lot.  
We can custom fit our litter removal 
service with your needs in mind. Call 
us for a free quote.  617-785-9409

SERVICES

TUTORS WANTED

Boston Gulin Center from JP is 
hiring ESL, ISEE/SSAT, SAT/
ACT tutors. PT/FT.  Please  send 
resume to kennethzou@hotmail.
com. 

—— Classifieds ——

Thank you for the coverage

lEttErs

now. The voices and expertise 
of the most intensely impacted 
groups must be called on. For 
COVID-19, justice and science 
converge: none are protected if 
all are not protected.

JuLia KoehLer, Md 
pediatric infectious diseases 

speciaList and assistant professor 
of pediatrics, harvard MedicaL 

schooL

roBert husson, Md
pediatric infectious diseases 

speciaList and professor of 
pediatrics, harvard MedicaL 

schooL

reGina Larocque, Md Mph
aduLt infectious diseases speciaList 

and associate professor of 
Medicine, harvard MedicaL schooL

Op-Ed
Continued from page 18

To the Editor,
Thank you very much for the 

broad coverage of the June 4 
Vigil in Support of Black Lives 
Matter.  The photos were excep-
tional.  We do, however, want 
to clarify a couple items you 
reported.  For the last four and 
a half years the monthly Vigil in 
Support of Black Lives Matter 
has been planned and led by a 
small planning group, not by 
Rabbi Victor Hillel Reinsteinof 

Nehar Shalom, as you reported.  
Also after the Vigil was over, 
it was another group who was 
participating in the Vigil that led 
the March from the Monument to 
the local police station.  Regard-
ing the caption that accompanied 
the photo of the Boston Police 
Department officers on motor-
cycles, it is our understanding 
that the officers were there on 
assignment, but we would of 
course welcome their solidarity 

with the idea of ending police 
brutality, as per your caption.  
We are grateful to everyone who 
joined us, up and down Centre 
and South streets and adjoining 
streets, to protest against social 
injustice and witness for Black 
Lives Matters.

Thank you,
JuLie Boss

Mary Lenihan

Bonnie McBride

penny WeLLs

To the Editor,,
I am writing to you in sup-

port of the work of Families for 
Justice as Healing, who lead the 
Building Up People not Prisons 
Campaign.  Like many in the 
Boston community over the last 
few weeks I have been attending 
local protests and conversations 
after the recent brutal murders 
of Black people by police across 
the country.  But police brutality 
is not just a problem in Minneap-
olis or Atlanta or Florida, it also 
also a problem here in Boston.

Families for Justice as Heal-
ing have a very attainable goal: 
to end the incarceration of wom-
en and girls in Massachusetts.  
And it’s possible if we follow the 
lead of people most impacted 
by policing and prison. In Mas-
sachusetts, we are considering 
yet another increase in spend-
ing for incarceration, including a 
new $50 million women’s prison, 
when we have seen rates of in-
carceration go down.  

Like so many across the Com-
monwealth, I am amplifying the 

following reasonable demands: 
To Mayor Marty Walsh and the 
City Council, I say, shift spending 
from the police department out 
of the City budget and directly 
to community-led organizations 
run by and for Black and Brown 
residents. To the Governor, I say, 
meet with those most impacted, 
stop construction of new jails 
and prisons, and shift spending 
from police and prisons to com-
munities.

Thank you,
sarah pLotKin

To the Editor,
I have been deeply inspired 

by the uprisings across the coun-
try around police violence and 
racism following the recent po-
lice murders of Black folks. I also 
understand that racist policing is 
not just an emergency in Minne-
sota or Atlanta or Florida, also is 
so here in Boston.

I am writing to stand in sup-
port of the work of transforma-
tional work of Families for Jus-
tice as Healing (FJAH) and the 
Building Up People not Prisons 
Campaign. Prisons are part of 
the same oppressive, racist sys-
tem of policing. FJAH’s goal is to 
end the incarceration of women 

and girls in Massachusetts. For-
merly incarcerated women and 
women with incarcerated family 
members hold visionary lead-
ership in this organization. We 
must take lead from people who 
are most impacted by policing 
and prisons here in Boston, too. 
They know that what we need is 
not more of the same. We need 
to shift significant resources into 
Black and Brown communities 
and away from policing. 

Unfortunately, the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts is con-
sidering yet another increase in 
spending for incarceration, in-
cluding a new $50 million wom-
en’s prison, even as we have seen 

rates of incarceration go down. 
I am amplifying the following 
demands.

To Mayor Walsh and the Bos-
ton City Council: shift spending 
in the city budget away from the 
police department and directly 
into community-led organiza-
tions run by and for Black and 
Brown residents of Boston.

To the Governor: meet with 
those most impacted by incarcer-
ation, use your clemency powers 
to release incarcerated women, 
stop any construction of jails 
and prisons, and shift spending 
from police and prisons towards 
communities.

eLiza KapLan

Follow the lead of people most impacted 

Support work of FJAH

The Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Conservation and Rec-
reation (DCR) held a virtual 
meeting on June 24 to discuss 
the Arborway Parkway Improve-
ments Project, including the de-
sign process and questions and 

comments from the public. 
The presentation will be made 

available at https://www.mass.gov/
service-details/arborway-park-
ways-improvement-project, and 
the public is invited to submit 
comments until July 10, either 

online at https://www.mass.gov/
dcr/public-comment, or by mail. 
Written comments can be sent 
to Arborway Parkway Improve-
ments c/o Howard Stein Hudson, 
11 Beacon Street, Suite 1100, Bos-
ton, MA 02108.

DCR holds virtual meeting on Arborway Parkway Improvements
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Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.

UNLIMITED SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY | 673 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain | 617.522.2200 | jprealestate.com

Still doing business, just in a di�erent way. 
#InThisTogether

Showings by appointment or virtual tour. 

143-171 Hyde Park Ave. #159A - JP

Offered at $794,000

3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 1650 Sq.Ft.

28 Seaverns Ave. #11 - JP

Offered at $650,000

1 Bed | 1.5 Bath | 1051 Sq.Ft.

101 Lamartine St. #2 - JP

Offered at $549,000

2 Bed | 1 Bath | 951 Sq.Ft.

161 Mt. Hope St. #5 - Roslindale

Offered at $450,000

3 Bed | 1.5 Bath | 1719 Sq.Ft.

27 Sheffield Rd. #2 - Roslindale

Offered at $450,000

2 Bed | 1 Bath | 1004 Sq.Ft.

11 Grovenor Rd. #4 - JP

Offered at $700,000

3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1410 Sq.Ft.

800 Hyde Park Ave. #3 - Roslindale

Offered at $185,000

1 Bed | 1 Bath | 730 Sq.Ft.

Roslindale Square's Newest Luxury Building

7 Units Now Available with Garage Parking

4281 Washington Street

2 Bed, 2 Bath | Starting at $659,000


