
By Seth Daniel

Though Councilor at-Large 
Michelle Wu has said nothing 
definitive about running for 
mayor, Mayor Martin Walsh has 
announced this week that she is 
running against him.

Sound a little odd?
It is.
Wu, of Roslindale, has been 

suspected of being a candidate 
for some time, along with District 
4 Councilor Andrea Campbell – 
whom many said will also run 
even if Wu does run – but has not 
made any comments about it. Ru-
mors last weekend indicated that 
Wu had phoned Mayor Walsh to 
tell him she was indeed going 
to run against him for mayor 
in the 2021 City Election. The 
Globe contacted the mayor, who 
oddly enough made the official 
announcement that his challeng-
er would be running.

Mayor Walsh told the Globe 
he wasn’t focused on that right 
now, that he was working to help 

get Presidential Candidate Joe 
Biden elected this fall, to fight 
COVID-19 in the city, and that 
there would be time to talk about 
running for mayor next year.

In a statement on Monday 
shared with the media, Councilor 
Wu did not say she was running, 
but neither did she say she was 

“Councilor Wu believes that 
in this moment of hardship in 
our city, each one of us should 
be asking ourselves how we can 

By laura Plummer

El jueves 3 de septiembre, el 
Distrito E-13 del Departamento 
de Policía de Boston (BPD) orga-
nizó su reunión virtual mensual 
de relaciones policiales y comu-
nitarias. La reunión es una opor-
tunidad para que los miembros 
del público hagan preguntas a las 
autoridades locales.

En cada reunión, los oficia-
les comparten las estadísticas de 
delincuencia locales. Un cuadro 

examina los datos de delitos de 
la Primera Parte del mes anterior. 
Los delitos de la Primera Parte 
son los más graves y no incluyen 
crímenes menores como el van-
dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 
posesión ilegal de armas.

Según el resumen, el crimen 
de la Primera Parte ha bajado 
un cuatro por ciento en la ciudad 
de Boston en comparación con 
esta época el año pasado. Jamaica 
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La policía del Distrito E-13 presenta las 
estadísticas de delincuencia de agosto

By laura Plummer

On Thursday, Sept. 3, District 
E-13 of the Boston Police Depart-
ment (BPD) hosted its monthly 
virtual police and community re-
lations meeting. The meeting is 
an opportunity for members of the 

public to ask questions of local law 
enforcement.

At every meeting, officers pro-
vide copies of local crime statis-
tics. One chart examines Part 
One crime data for the previous 
month. Part One crimes are those 
that are more serious in nature, 

and don’t include lesser crimes 
such as vandalism, drug dealing 
or illegal possession of firearms.

According to the summary, Part 
One crime is down four percent 

District E-13 police talk August crime stats

Continued on page 5
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Will Councilor Wu run 
for mayor? Walsh says ‘yes’

Councilor at-Large                 
Michelle Wu.

VIGIL IN SUPPORT OF BLACK LIVES

The September Vigil in Support of Black Lives was held on September 3 at the First Baptist 
Church of Jamaica Plain.  In the top photo Mary Lenihan addresses some of the more than 30 
people who attended the event to show their support for social change.  In the photo below 
left, guest speakers of the night,  Toiell Washington and Hodan Hashi, two of the co-founders 
of Black Boston are shown with JP resident Penny Wells at the vigil.  In the bottom photo right, 
residents  hold their signs.  After the speaking program concluded, people proceeded to line 
both sides of Centre St. in front of the Church holding their signs.  Many motorists honked 
their horns to show their support for this movement.
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make a difference in strengthen-
ing our communities and fight-
ing for change that matches the 
scale and urgency of our current 
challenges,” said Jessicah Pierre 
wrote in a statement for Coun-
cilor Wu.

Meanwhile, the move by 
Walsh to announce his compet-
itor’s intentions is being ana-
lyzed by many in City politics. 
Some say it’s old school Boston, 
hard-nosed politics, while others 
have said it was a betrayal of 
trust between two elected offi-
cials.

District 1 Councilor Lydia 
Edwards said it should have 
been left for Councilor Wu to 
announce, not Mayor Walsh. She 
said if it were announced, it 
would still be groundbreaking in 
that she would be one of only a 
handful of women who have of-
ficially run for mayor of Boston.

“Being  able to say whether 
you are in or out is something 
that should be reserved for 
the candidate,” said Edwards. 
“When or if she announces it 

won’t be any less ground break-
ing or inspiring.”

Some years ago, JP’s Maura 
Hennigan put her hat in the ring 
and ran for mayor – one of the 
few women to have done so aside 
from Louise Day Hicks and Peg-
gy Davis Mullen. Dorchester’s 
Charlotte Golar Richie ran in a 
crowded Preliminary Election in 
2013, but didn’t make the final 
election.

The mayor’s race is more than 
a year away, but unseating an 
incumbent as Wu is potentially 
trying to do requires a great 
deal of time and fundraising. 
According to Campaign Finance 
Reports, Walsh has nearly $5 
million more in his campaign 
coffers than Wu. So, getting an 
early start would be critical.

There is also the potential 
of other candidates getting in-
volved, such as Campbell, who 
some are saying will announce 
this fall for mayor as well. 
Campbell is the former Council 
President and represents Matta-
pan and part of Dorchester.

Councilor Wu did not return 
a request for an interview from 
the newspaper, but is likely to 
speak about her intentions in 
the coming weeks.

FIND US ONLINE: WWW.JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM

Wu
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Jamaica Plain Result:
Markey – 11,083
Kennedy – 3,271

Ward & Precinct Results for JP:
10-6 (JFK Elementary, 7 Bolster 
St.)
Markey – 261
Kennedy – 157

10-7 (Julia Martin House, 
90 Bickford St.)
Markey – 268
Kennedy – 241

10-8 (Back of the Hill Apts., 
100 S. Huntington)
Markey – 521
Kennedy – 223

10-9 (Curley K-8, 493 Centre St.)
Markey – 748
Kennedy – 178

11-4 (Amory St. Apts., 125 Amory 
St.)
Markey – 430
Kennedy – 218

11-5 (Walnut Park Apts., 
1990 Columbus Ave.)
Markey – 344
Kennedy – 248

11-6 (Brookside Family Life Cen-

ter, 3297 Washington St.)
Markey – 472
Kennedy – 110

11-7 (English High, 144 McBride 
St.)
Markey – 514
Kennedy – 162

11-8 (English High, 144 McBride 
St.)
Markey – 803
Kennedy – 213

11-9 (Muniz Academy, 20 Child 
St.)
Markey – 473
Kennedy – 96

11-10 (Muniz Academy, 20 Child 
St.)
Markey – 583
Kennedy – 86

19-1 (Curley K-8, 493 Centre St.)
Markey – 599
Kennedy – 103

19-2 (Manning Elementary, 130 
Louder’s Lane)
Markey – 557
Kennedy – 229

19-3 (Curley K-8, 493 Centre St.)
Markey – 495

Kennedy – 113

19-4 (Nate Smith House, 
155 Lamartine St.)
Markey – 744
Kennedy – 132

19-5 (Collins Apts., 29 Pond St.)
Markey – 574
Kennedy – 123

19-6 (Bowditch School, 82 Green 
St.)
Markey – 833
Kennedy – 147

19-7 (Woodbourne Apts., 
6 Southbourne Rd.)
Markey – 656
Kennedy – 164

19-8 (Muniz Academy, 20 Child 
St.)
Markey – 398
Kennedy – 86

19-9 (Muniz Academy, 20 Child 
St.)
Markey – 384
Kennedy – 93

19-12 (Woodbourne Apts., 
6 Southbourne Rd.)
Markey – 426
Kennedy – 149

By Seth Daniel

Political pundits will be 
scratching their heads for weeks 
as they analyze the numbers and 
trends that propelled U.S. Sena-
tor Ed Markey – once labelled 
dead in the water last fall – to a 
clock-cleaning victory over Con-
gressman Joe Kennedy III.

That was particularly the case 
in Boston, and JP voters handed 
Markey one of his most lop-sided 
victories over Kennedy in all of 
Boston’s voting neighborhoods.

In JP, Markey won all 21 pre-
cincts  and beat Kennedy 11,083 
to 3,271 – a landslide victory 
– without really campaigning 
that much in the neighborhood. 
Markey and Kennedy had made 
a some appearances in JP in the 
last few weeks, but both candi-
dates largely hit other spots in 
Boston and statewide down the 
stretch.

Overall, Markey pulled out a 
big win statewide, citywide and 
in JP on Tuesday, Sept. 1, over 
Kennedy.

Kennedy kicked off his cam-
paign more than a year ago and 
his star seemed to be rising with-
out limit, and Markey had yet to 
even enter the race. But politi-
cal contests are not sprints, but 
rather long-distance runs, and 
Markey and his Nike shoes were 
not to be counted out – prevailing 
in the long haul.

In JP, Markey claimed every 
precincts, most of them by sev-
eral hundred votes. Some, like 
10-7 at the Julia Martin House 
on Bickford Street were close, 
with Markey winning by only 27 
votes – 268 to 241 – but that was 
as close as Kennedy got in any 
precinct of JP. The most lopsided 
victories was a 570 vote margin 
(748 to 178) at 10-9 in Jamaica 
Plain, and a 686 vote victory (833 
to 147) at the Bowditch School 
in 19-6. The one-sided tally was 
likely bolstered by massive sup-
port for Markey by JP residents 
attached to New York Congress-
woman Alexandria Ocasio-Cor-
tez and Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley, both of whom backed 

Markey heavily.
Markey pulled out the state-

wide win with 55 percent of the 
vote to Kennedy’s 44.6 percent 
of the vote. In Boston citywide, 
it was even more lopsided as 
Markey collected 59 percent of 
the vote (77,518) to Kennedy’s 
40 percent (52,485).

Markey enjoyed strong sup-
port in Boston, western Mas-
sachusetts, and also on Cape 
Ann. Kennedy showed strength 
in southeast Massachusetts and 
central Massachusetts – as well 
as in Chelsea, Revere, and Lynn.

In his concession speech on the 
night of Sept. 1, Kennedy said his 
coalition will continue.

“The Senator is a good man,” 
he said of Markey. “You’ve never 
heard me say otherwise. I know it 
was difficult between us at times 
-- good elections get heated -- but 
I am grateful for our debates, 
for his commitment to this Com-
monwealth, and for the energy 
and enthusiasm that he brought 
to this race. Obviously, these re-
sults are not the ones we were 

hoping for…We built a campaign 
for the people that our politics 
too often locks out and leaves 
behind. We built a campaign for 
Lawrence and Chelsea and New 
Bedford and Roxbury and Brock-
ton and Springfield and Lowell 
and Worcester. We built a cam-
paign for working folks -- of every 
color and creed -- who carry the 
economic injustice of this country 
on their backs. This campaign’s 
coalition will endure.”

•UNOPPOSED RACES
In several races locally, state 

leaders were unopposed, making 
for no high-profile local elections, 
but votes were cast nonetheless.

*State Rep. Nika Elugardo got 
7,908 votes.

*State Sen. Sonia Chang Diaz 
won her unopposed race with 
31,173 votes.

*Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley collected 82,581 votes 
in the Boston portions of her 
sprawling district (which also 
encompasses other communities 
north and south of the city).

What’s in a name? Kennedy name no longer enough to best veteran politician Markey in Boston

U.S. Senator Ed Markey made 
a campaign stop in Boston 
with Registrar of Probate 
Felix Arroyo Wednesday 
afternoon, Aug. 26. Markey 
touted his long record in the 
House and Senate, and his 
experience growing up as a 
working class kid in Malden. 
Though he faced rising star 
Joe Kennedy III, the veteran 
politician scored a decisive 
win statewide on Tuesday, 
and did extremely well in 
JP – winning all 21 precincts 
very decisively.

Jamaica Plain Ward and Precinct Results:
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The final and most important 
in a series of wonderful votes 
occurred to benefit Jamaica Plain 
and the Boston area just as the 
covid 19 pandemic was first ar-
riving here this spring.

At a hearing on March 10, 
the Boston Zoning Board of 
Appeal (ZBA) unanimously ap-
proved 202 much-needed living 
units—140 for formerly homeless 
individuals and 62 units for low 
and moderate income people at 
3368 Washington St. near the 
Green Street intersection.

The development—by Pine 
Street Inn (PSI), the largest 
homeless services provider in 
New England, and The Com-
munity Builders (TCB), “a mis-
sion-driven real estate develop-
ment corporation committed to 
quality, diversity and prosperi-
ty”—had overwhelming backing 
from residents and businesses in 
the neighborhood.

The positive regard for the 
development of the site, owned 
by Pine Street Inn and currently 
used as offices, came just in time 
to help one of the most vulnera-
ble groups in our society—people 
without permanent, supportive 
housing.

“This supportive housing mod-
el has proven extremely effec-
tive,” according to Pine Street 
Inn’s website. Reflecting on 30 
years’ experience, it goes on to 
say that “more than 91 percent 
of chronically homeless individ-
uals placed in housing remain 
long-term” and “moving some-
one from the streets/shelter to 
housing saves roughly $10,000 
per person, per year in emergen-
cy healthcare, public safety and 
shelter costs.”

In addition to housing, 3368 
Washington will continue to in-
clude offices and add community 
meeting space and 39 off-street 
below-grade parking spaces. 

The ZBA vote of approval was 
the culmination of a year of a 
community process that resulted 
in the development team agree-
ing to reduce the number of units 
from 236 to 202 and the height 
of the building from six to five 
floors. An Impact Advisory Group 
(IAG) worked with them. In De-
cember, 2019 the Boston Plan-
ning and Development Agency 
(BPDA) voted its approval, fol-
lowed by Mayor Marty Walsh 

praising the development. After 
a unanimous vote of its Zoning 
Committee, the JP Neighborhood 
Council (JPNC) had also unani-
mously approved it, with no one 
speaking against it.

The mayor’s office and the 
offices of city councilors Matt 
O’Malley, Annissa Essaibi George 
and Michael Flaherty all sup-
ported the proposal at the ZBA 
hearing—as did the owner of 
neighboring BMS Paper.

Jamaica Plain and the City of 
Boston know a good thing when 
they see it. This planned develop-
ment is a good idea in every sense 
of the word. It will be a great 
addition to the neighborhood.

Funders agree. Funding for 
the $96 million development in-
cludes $5 million in linkage from 
a development at One Congress 
Street, $1.5 million from the 
city’s Community Preservation 
Act fund, debt, other city and 
state funds and private equity. 
In addition, $5 million from Bos-
ton’s Way Home Fund of $10 mil-
lion will fund a services reserve 
for Pine Street Inn for residents 
of 3368 Washington St. that will 
be supplemented each year.

Groundbreaking for the sorely 
needed housing was and is still 
planned for this coming Decem-
ber, according to Bart Mitchell 
of TCB, followed by two years of 
construction, despite a lawsuit 
against the development filed in 
Suffolk Superior Court on May 
14 by the owner of one of the 
buildings across the street.

Monty Gold of 3377 Washing-
ton Street LLC filed suit against 
the City of Boston Zoning Board 
of Appeal and The Community 
Builders. His attorney was the 
only person who spoke against 
the development at the ZBA 
hearing. Gold was a member of 
the IAG.

News of the lawsuit has 
brought about another outpour-
ing of support for the develop-
ment and some upset comments 
from the neighborhood.

In a strongly worded letter 
to the Editor published in the 
Jamaica Plain Gazette on Aug. 
28, the JPNC wrote, “We hope 
that Mr. Gold will withdraw the 
lawsuit so that this desperately 
needed housing can be built as 
soon as possible. In a pandem-
ic and an economic crisis that 

has devastated communities of 
color and working-class commu-
nities in particular, this project 
can offer hope and home for our 
neighbors.”

 “Pine Street Inn and The 
Community Builders are proud 
to have gained the support of 
many leaders and residents in 
Jamaica Plain and know how 
concerned they are that one par-
ty is seeking to stand in the way 
of the project,” the 3368 Wash-
ington St. development partners 
responded in a written state-
ment. “The two organizations are 
in discussion to try and resolve 
the issues with the party who 
brought the lawsuit,” the state-
ment said.

Thank goodness.
Bowditch House, which opened 

in 1991 with 50 units of housing 
for formerly homeless people, 
was created from a surplused 
historic City of Boston elemen-
tary school on Green Street in 
JP and has been a positive part 
of the neighborhood ever since.

The building at 3368 Washing-
ton will join Bowditch House and 
others in the Greater Boston area 
belonging to Pine Street Inn as 
permanent, supportive housing 
for formerly homeless people.

The specific concern expressed 
in Gold’s lawsuit—that parking 
and traffic on the street would be 
adversely affected by the develop-
ment, and that would negatively 
affect his tenant, Turtle Swamp 
Brewing—seems to have little 
basis in real experience with 
other Pine Street Inn housing 
or with housing and businesses 
close to public transportation.

 Bowditch House residents 
don’t have cars, and “it is highly 
unlikely” that any of the 140 
formerly homeless residents will 
have a car, Lyndia Downie, exec-
utive director of Pine Street Inn, 
said in a written statement.

A happy Bowditch House 
neighbor agrees—and more. “We 
lived next to Pine Street Inn’s 
facility on Green Street for 14 
years, and they have been great 
neighbors,” Jeffrey Jacobson 
wrote on Facebook in August. 
“Importantly, they generally 
don’t own cars,” he said. “The 
facility next to us has a tiny little 
parking lot they don’t even fill. 
Traffic won’t be a problem.” The 
comment drew 17 “likes.”

 Fortunately, the Washington 
Street area where 3368 and 3377 
are located are served by the 
#42 bus, which goes right by 
frequently, and Green Street Sta-
tion on the Orange Line, a short 
walk away.

In his complaint Gold says he 
is “aggrieved.” Under Massachu-
setts zoning law, only parties that 
are substantially and specifically 
injured have standing to appeal 
a zoning board decision.

Gold’s complaint claims the 
3368Washington Street ZBA de-
cision—made following lengthy 
review and considered approv-
als by other highly respected 
bodies—was somehow “arbitrary 
and capricious.” His lawsuit also 
says the building will be six sto-
ries tall, failing to note that the 
number was brought down to 
five well before it was approved 
by the ZBA. 

Turtle Swamp owners made it 
clear on their Facebook page in 
August that they are not a party 
to their landlord’s suit, but they 
added that they are concerned 
about the possible negative im-
pact of construction at 3368 and 
other major Washington Street 
developments planned for that 
area will have on their brewing 

and food service enterprise at 
3377 Washington St.

 In an interview on Aug. 17, 
Bart Mitchell of TCB said the 
developers will be holding a 
community meeting soon to talk 
about mitigation during 3368 
construction. He pointed out 
that, if the 3368 work schedule 
is not delayed by the lawsuit, 
the development will become 
an early “committed long-term 
stakeholder” in the neighborhood 
and help make sure subsequent 
construction projects will “get 
done well.”

The sooner issues are resolved 
and the lawsuit is taken off the 
table, the better for everyone, not 
only for formerly homeless and 
limited income folks, but also the 
surrounding neighborhood.

“Housing for vulnerable and 
low-income individuals and fam-
ilies is more critical than ever, 
and any project delays will have 
a significant impact on the lives 
of those who depend on this hous-
ing. We look forward to continu-
ing to partner with our neighbors 
to bring this project to fruition,” 
the development partners’ writ-
ten statement went on to say.

Continued on page 4

JP Observer 
Popular, much-needed housing here should not be held up

By SanDra Storey / SPecial to the Gazette
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Observer
Continued from page 3

 “It made me feel so good to 
move in.”

 That’s what Christine, a for-
merly homeless person, said in 
January, 2018 about moving into 
her home the Bowditch House 
on Green Street 10 years before. 
Christine is just one of hundreds 
of people living in Pine Street 
Inn housing, like the planned 
development at 3368 Washing-
ton Street. From the Pine Street 
Inn website that includes quite 

a few “Stories of Hope” similar to 
Christine’s:

 Christine has spent her en-
tire life in Boston. She grew up 
in Fidelis Projects in Brighton. 
After graduating high school, she 
maintained a job in a mail room 
for 13 years, until she fell in with 
a bad crowd. Drugs took over her 
life and her sole focus became her 
next high. She lost her job and 
couch-surfed with friends, until 
she eventually ended up on the 
street.

 “Pine Street’s Outreach team 
met Christine there and talked 
to her at length about coming 
in to the shelter and getting off 
the streets. They told her about 

the Bowditch House in Jamaica 
Plain, where she could live if 
she worked to get herself sober. 
Finally, she said yes.

 Christine came to Pine Street 
with nothing. She was given 
clothing, food and the support 
in getting sober. Staff connected 
her with a doctor to address her 
health issues.

 “All of the staff are so support-
ive—they do whatever they need 
to do to help you,” she reflects. “If 
you want to go to school or work 
or volunteer or whatever, staff is 
behind you 100 percent.

 As a resident at Green Street 
for more than 10 years now, 
Christine has built a network of 

support. “Moving into Pine Street 
got me off the streets,” she said. 
“More than ever I have a sense 
of community, and I have more 
love for myself. It made me feel 
so good to move in. I finally had 
my feet on the ground because 
I could call this place home. No 
more drugs or running around.”

 That’s the problem with law-
suits against developments for 
the public good like this one, as 
the development team pointed 
out. One lawsuit by one individ-
ual can do harm to many just by 
its existence, even if the lawsuit 
gets dismissed later. JP has seen 
this before. The longer construc-
tion has to be put off, the more 

expensive construction becomes.
 In this case, the lawsuit filed 

by just one building owner could 
postpone and add costs to hous-
ing designed to help hundreds 
of limited income people survive 
and thrive that is strongly sup-
ported by the community around 
it.

 No one—hopefully, including 
the plaintiff—wants that to hap-
pen. It’s been said a lot, and in 
this case it’s certainly true: We’re 
all in this together.

Sandra Storey is Founder/
Publisher Emerita of the Jamai-
ca Plain Gazette
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Thinking of Selling? 
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30 Armstrong Street - Multi Family
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3464 Washington St. - Multi Family 

Roslindale 
4073 Washington Street - Multi Family 
81 Florence Street - Multi Family

Roxbury/Fort Hill 
130 Marcella Street Unit 1

Roslindale 
3977 Washington St. - Multi Family

Ready to Buy? 
Call to learn how to maximize your purchase power.

  FOR SALE

30 Armstrong Street 
Units 1,2 and 3 
Jamaica Plain

Unit 1: Two-level 2 BD/2 BA    $389k 
Unit 2: 1 BD/1 BA                     $289k 
Unit 3: Two-level 2 BD/2 BA    $399k

Introducing three elegant, state-of-
the-art condominium homes 

with top-of-the-line finishes and 
cost-saving, green features.

19 Rosemary Street 
Unit 3 

Jamaica Plain 
$349,000
2 BD/1 BA

Crisp, eco-friendly renovation 
of sunny, top floor condo steps to 

39 Bus or T to Longwood 
Medical Area.

4 Fort Avenue 
Unit 3 

Roxbury Fort Hill 
$219,000
2 BD/1 BA

Bright and cheery condo with 
large, private deck right next to  

the park and Monument.
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A familiar face in a new place!
Joe Fallon is thrilled to be working for 
buyers and sellers out of the Remax 
Destiny location here in Hyde Square. 
Call Joe for any of your real estate 
questions or needs.
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  Highest Value
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Your Neighborhood Experts 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com 
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ELLEN+JANIS IS A TEAM OF REAL ESTATE AGENTS AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL 
ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. 
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Building 
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together.
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New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 
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With me
Through diagnosis
Through care

To wellness

Some people still whisper the word 
cancer, but we should speak up. Today, 
you can survive, even thrive, after cancer.

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute can help. 
They offer mammography screening, right 
in the community. And should you need it, 
they provide world-class cancer treatment.

They were with me through a diagnosis, 
through cancer care, and helped me stay 
well. And they can help you, too. Visit 
dana-farber.org/community to see how.

Every step of the way.

in the city of Boston compared 
to this time last year. Jamaica 
Plain is beating the citywide re-
duction in Part One crime. So far 
this year, there have been 543 
reported crimes, compared to 652 
last year, a decrease of 17 percent.

“Our crime is still trending 
downward,” Officer William Jones 
told the Gazette. “If we continue, 
we could possibly have the best 

reduction in Part One crime in 
the last ten years.”

Crimes that saw a decrease so 
far this year include homicide, 
rape and attempted, non-domes-
tic aggravated assault, residen-
tial and other burglary, other lar-
ceny and auto theft. Crimes that 
saw an uptick compared to 2019 
include robbery and attempted, 
domestic aggravated assault, 
commercial burglary, and larceny 
from a motor vehicle.

“Some of the crimes could be 
possibly reflective of our societal 
dealings with COVID-19,” said 

Officer Jones.
The decrease in residential 

burglaries and larcenies could 
be because more people are at 
home than last year. The reduc-
tion in nondomestic assault is 
possibly due to social distancing 
measures that keep would-be 
rivals from encountering each 
other in public.

On the other hand, the spike 
in thefts from vehicles may be 
due to people not securing their 
vehicles when running quick er-
rands around town. The rise in 
commercial burglaries could be 

because many places of business 
are closed. Finally, the increase in 
domestic assault could be linked 
to more couples in social isola-
tion and dealing with economic 
pressures.

“More people are at home than 
before,” Officer Jones said. “Peo-
ple are stressed with job con-
cerns.”

A second chart compared the 
statistics of fatal and nonfatal 
shootings from 2019 to 2020. Ja-
maica Plain saw 15 shootings so 
far this year, up from 14 in 2019. 
However, it accounted for just 

7.6 percent of citywide shootings 
this year, down from 9.5 percent 
in 2019.

The police and community re-
lations meeting is held on the 
first Thursday of the month at 
6:30pm. The next meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 4. 
To join the meeting, go to meet.
google.com and enter the meeting 
code hgf-fdjq-cui. You can also 
join the meeting by phone by dial-
ing 1-720-507-3856 and entering 
the code 724 468 894 followed by 
the pound or hashtag sign.

Police
Continued from page 1

Plain está superando la reducción 
de la delincuencia de Primera 
Parte en toda la ciudad. En lo 
que va del año, se han denunciado 
543 delitos, en comparación con 
los 652 del año pasado, una dis-
minución del 17 por ciento.

“Nuestro crimen todavía tiene 
una tendencia a la baja”, dijo el 
oficial William Jones a la Gazette. 
“Si continuamos, posiblemente 
podríamos tener la mejor reduc-

ción en el crimen de la Primera 
Parte en los últimos diez años”.

Los delitos que experimenta-
ron una disminución en lo que 
va del año incluyen el homicidio, 
la violación, el asalto agravado 
no doméstico, el robo residencial 
y de otro tipo, otro hurto, y el 
robo de automóviles. Los delitos 
que experimentaron un repunte 
incluyen el atraco, el asalto agra-
vado doméstico, el robo comercial, 
y el hurto de vehículos.

“Algunos de los delitos posible-
mente reflejen nuestra situación 
social con COVID-19”, dijo el ofi-
cial Jones.

La disminución de robos y hur-
tos residencias podría deberse a 
que hay más personas en casa 
que el año pasado. La reducción 
del asalto no doméstico se debe 
posiblemente a las medidas de 
distanciamiento social que evitan 
que los posibles rivales se encuen-
tren en público.

Por otro lado, el aumento en el 
hurto de vehículos puede deberse 
a que las personas no aseguran 
sus vehículos cuando van de com-
pras en la ciudad. El aumento 
de los robos comerciales podría 
deberse a que muchos lugares de 
negocios están cerrados. Final-

mente, el aumento de las agre-
siones domésticas podría estar 
relacionado con más parejas en 
aislamiento social y enfrentando 
presiones económicas.

“Hay más personas en casa que 
antes”, dijo el oficial Jones. “La 
gente está estresada con preocu-
paciones laborales”.

Otro gráfico comparó las es-
tadísticas de tiroteos fatales y no 
fatales de 2019 a 2020. Jamaica 
Plain registró 15 tiroteos en lo 
que va de año, frente a los 14 de 
2019. Sin embargo, representó 
sólo el 7.6 por ciento de tiroteos 
en toda la ciudad este año, por 

debajo del 9.5 por ciento en 2019.
La reunión de relaciones poli-

ciales y comunitarias se lleva a 
cabo el primer jueves del mes a 
las 6:30 pm. La próxima reunión 
está programada para el jueves 
4 de octubre. Para unirse a la 
reunión, vaya a meet.google.com 
e ingrese el código de reunión hgf-
fdjq-cui. También puede unirse a 
la reunión por teléfono marcando 
el 1-720-507-3856 e ingresando el 
código 724 468 894 seguido del 
símbolo de hashtag.

Policía
Continued from page 1
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Got these cards? Get more of the help 
you need now.

UnitedHealthcare® Senior Care Options (HMO D-SNP) includes extra benefits to help you get care and services you may be missing 
today. If you have MassHealth Standard only or MassHealth Standard and Medicare, that could be a big help in these uncertain times.

Get extra benefits for a $0 plan premium.
Senior Care Options is a Medicare plan. It works with your MassHealth Standard plan. You’ll keep all your MassHealth 
Standard benefits and add more. You could get extra benefits like:

Health & Wellness Products Card: Up to $600 loaded 
onto your card to buy health-related items you may need.

Transportation Assistance: $0 copay for rides to 
doctor appointments.

Dental Coverage: $0 copay for routine exams, 
cleanings, fillings, dentures, implants and more.

Prescription Drug Coverage: Access to thousands of 
prescription medications commonly chosen by doctors 
and pharmacies.

UnitedHealthcare SCO is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Medicaid program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract 
renewal with Medicare. This plan is a voluntary program that is available to anyone 65 and older who qualifies for MassHealth Standard and Original Medicare. If you have MassHealth Standard, but you do not 
qualify for Original Medicare, you may still be eligible to enroll in our MassHealth Senior Care Option plan and receive all of your MassHealth benefits through our SCO program.
© 2020 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All rights reserved.
Y0066_200409_104906_M
UHCSCO_200409_104906_M CST29261_H2226-001

UHCCP.com/MAdual

Get the plan that gives you more. Call today. 1-844-825-6417, TTY 711

By lauren Bennett

The City Council Committee 
on Government Operations held a 
hearing on September 8 regarding 
an ordinance establishing a Civil-
ian Review Board in the City.

Sponsored by Councilors An-
drea Campbell, Ricardo Arroyo, 
and Julia Mejia, the ordinance 
calls for the creation of this kind 
of board to increase transparen-
cy and accountability within the 
Boston Police Department (BPD). 

Committee Chair Councilor 
Lydia Edwards said that the ad-
ministration wrote a letter to the 
committee saying that the ordi-
nance “requires significant discus-
sion and analysis,” and that they 
would be present at the hearing 
taking notes but would not be 
an active participant during the 
hearing, which upset some coun-
cilors.

Councilor Campbell said that 
“for decades,” many attempts to 
create a Civilian Review Board 
have been made but nothing has 
ever come to fruition.

While she applauded the work 
of the new Boston Police Reform 
Task Force, she said that the 
“mayor has had numerous oppor-
tunities to work with me and this 
body. This legislation would be a 
big step in the City of Boston…” 
She said that the proposed ordi-
nance would establish a board to 
replace the existing Communi-
ty Ombudsman Oversight Panel 
(CO-OP) “to make it stronger and 
more effective” and give it “inde-
pendence from the Police Depart-
ment.”

The City’s existing CO-OP 
“reviews appeals made with the 
Boston Police over internal inves-
tigations cases” through a group 
of civilians who “have experience 
in law and criminal justice,” ac-
cording to the City’s website. But 
many people have expressed that 
they feel this panel does not go 
far enough in terms of efficacy 
and transparency in responding 
to complaints. 

Councilor Mejia said her goal 
is to “focus on the process. Unless 
we get this right and we lead with 

the people, this is just going to be 
another layer of government that 
people will fight to get attention 
from or just flat out ignore.” 

Several panelists were invited 
to the hearing to provide their 
perspective on the situation, in-
cluding Jonathan Darsche and 
Yojaira Alvarez of the New York 
City Civilian Complaint Review 
Board (CCRB). 

Darsche is the CCRB’s Execu-
tive Director, and provided some 
insight on how this board  op-
erates with the nation’s largest 
police force. 

 He said that the CCRB has 
existed in New York in its current 
form as an independent agency 
in 1993, and is comprised of 15 
board members appointed by dif-
ferent entities. “The city charter 
gives us our jurisdiction,” which 
includes investigating allegations 
of excessive force, abuse of author-
ity, discourtesy, and obscene and 
offensive language. He said the 
body also has subpoena power, and 
receives around 5000 complaints 
per year. 

Darsche also mentioned a 
Youth Advisory Council, which 
was established in 2018 and is 
a “source of insight about issues 
representing youth,” he said.

Yojaira Alvarez, Director of 
Outreach and Intergovernmental 
Affairs for the CCRB, added that 
the CCRB is the “only civilian 
oversight agency in the US with 
its own Administrative Persecu-
tion Unit (APU).”  

She said there are three ways 
for people to report police miscon-
duct: call the CCRB, visit its office, 
or file a complaint online.

After conducting a thorough in-
vestigation, there are four possible 
case dispositions: substantiated, 
unsubstantiated, unfounded, and 
exonerated. If a complaint is found 
to be substantiated, Alvarez said 
that discipline ranges from in-
structions to formalized training 
to command discipline to charges. 

“NYC is lightyears ahead of us 
in terms of where we should be 
with  respect to police account-
ability and oversight,” said Ivan 
Espinoza-Madrigal of Lawyers for 

Civil Rights. He said that Lawyers 
for Civil Rights has been “fielding 
calls for more transparency for the 
CO-OP in Boston.

“I urge you to move in this 
direction,” he told the Council, 
referencing the Civilian Review 
Board. “We cannot wait for police 
officers to police themselves.”

Rep. Russell Holmes said he 
would like to reinforce that the 
CO-OP does not have “teeth.” He 
said “if this can be done in such a 
large police staff in New York…
then certainly we can get it done 
in Boston.”

Larry Mayes, who served on the 
COP-OP,  said that a factor of the 
proposed ordinance that he likes 
is having a clear process of when 
a citizen makes a complaint to 
coming to a resolution. 

“I think that is a critical process 
piece that cannot be ignored,” he 
said. He said that in his experi-
ence on the CO-OP, it was often 
two years after a complaint had 
been filed that a person was ac-

City Council holds hearing regarding establishment of a Civilian Review Board

Continued on page 7
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tually provided with a resolution.
“Memories fade on both the 

police side and the citizen making 
the complaint,” he said. The “point 
of complaint to when a citizen gets 
an answer is critical.”

He said that having a separate 
place to make a complaint where a 
person can feel safe and be heard, 
such as a community center or 
a place at City Hall, would be 
beneficial to the community. “The 
police department is not the only 
place to go to make a complaint,” 
he said.

BPD Sgt. Eddy Chrispin said 
that he has “heard a lot of conver-
sation around police legislaitive  
reform, and we’re not part of the 
conversation.” 

He said he believes it is “crucial 
that people have context and in-
sight into our job and why we do 
the things we do,” and stressed the 
importance of impartiality on the 
Civilian Review Board. He said it 
is “important that we don’t allow 
people who have clearly expressed 
wide ranging dislike; disdain for 
police to be on this board.”

He said that as a police officer 
and “also as a Black man who is 
the father of two Black sons, I 
think I understand the need for 
reform in policing. We are very 
happy to be part of the conver-
sation because…all too often not 

only are we left out of the con-
versation as police officers but as 
Black men who walk through life 
primarily as Black men. All too 
often people see police officers as 
being anti-reform. We welcome re-
form, [and] want to deal with the 
issues that we see as problematic 
in policing.”

BPD officer David Hernandez 
said that “for generations, there 
has been a lot of mistrust of police 
in communities of color which is 
why we are where we are right 
now. We want to be part of the 
change…” 

He said that as a person of color, 
“we felt voiceless as people of color 
inside of the department,” but he 
said he was grateful to be able to 
speak at the hearing.

“We are clearly behind the 
times,” he said. “I know that we 
have these issues.” He said that 
there is a concern about “officers’ 
due process rights and their abil-
ity to appeal the findings from 
the Civilian Review Board,” and 
doesn’t believe that police officers 
“should be entitled to any less due 
process.”  

Darwin Saravia, a student in 
Boston, testified at the hearing 
and represented the youth of 
Boston, saying that it’s “hard to 
speak up when you feel like the 
whole world is against you. This 
ordinance creates opportunities 
for these injustices to be heard.” 

Councilor Edwards finished the 
hearing by saying that “this is not 

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), 
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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SIMPLY FREE CHECKING
MAKES LIFE SIMPLE

• Instant Issue ATM/VISA® check card
  with access to Allpoint® network

• Online Banking, Bill Pay
  and e-Statements

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT AND YOU’LL RECEIVE FREE:

• Mobile Banking, People Pay
  and Check Deposit

• Plus, get your FREE GIFT when you    
  open any new checking account!

800.657.3272    EBSB.com
$50 minimum deposit required to open any checking account. Other fees may apply, see schedule of fees for details. Free gift is awarded when 
account is opened. Please note, in the event the value of the free gift exceeds $10, the bank is required to report the gift value on form 1099-INT. 
The recipient is responsible for all applicable taxes. Bank rules and regulations apply. Ask a representative for details.

Member FDIC | Member DIF
 NMLS # 457291

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

a question of good or bad police. 
This is a question of open and 
transparent process. For many 
people, the current process is not 
bringing that.”

She said that gaining public 
trust “when police officers don’t do 
their job” and creating a process of 
transparency to make sure that 
“the system will actually work to 
protect people” is her vision for the 
Civilian Review Board.

She said many topics discussed 
at this hearing will be further 
discussed in a working session, 
including subpoena powers, inde-
pendent structure, independent 
access, disciplinary recommenda-
tions, language access, appoint-
ment powers, “constant and con-
sistent data collection,” how much 
this will cost and where the money 
will come from, audit powers, and 
how to include young people who 

have complaints about police con-
duct.

She agreed with Sgt. Chrispin 
that having a board of people who 
come from a “perspective that is 
not solely anti-police” will be im-

portant.
“There will be a working ses-

sion that comes up and looks at 
these points,” Edwards said. “We 
are accepting testimony all the 
time.”

Morrison’s 
Auto-Rite

Outstanding Service since 1969!

617-522-4444
www.morrisonsautorite.com

Call for an  
appointment

475 Centre St
Jamaica Plain 
On the 39 bus and 
convenient to the 

Orange Line

The Timing Belt and Fan Belts 
are a vital part of your engine.

Maintain MaxiMuM 
perforMance and reliability.
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By lauren Bennett

Mayor Marty Walsh held a 
press conference on September 

8—his first one in nearly two 
weeks—to update the public on 
COVID-19 and other happenings 
in the city, including the uptick 

in shootings over the Labor Day 
weekend. 

Walsh reported that as of Tues-
day afternoon, there were 25 new 
cases of COVID-19 reported in 
Boston, and no new deaths have 
been reported for a full week, 
which he called “very encourag-
ing.”

He said that testing went from 
about 1500 people a day to about 
3000 people per day, and that 
much of the increase can be at-
tributed to students coming back 
to campus for the fall semester.

He said that colleges and uni-
versities in the City are repeat-
edly testing students and moni-
toring the results to help prevent 
outbreaks of COVID-19 in the 
neighborhoods. He said that the 
City will “continue to maintain in-
creased testing capacity” at plac-
es like community health centers 
and mobile testing sites across 
the City.

Walsh also continued to warn 
against large gatherings, call-
ing them “dangerous.” He urged 
college students to follow the 
guidelines of their schools, and 
for households with multiple gen-
erations to be “extra cautious.”

He said that while he “under-
stands the need to socialize,” he 

stressed the importance of staying 
six feet away from others and 
wearing a face covering.

“If you’ve been to a party or 
gathering of any kind, I want you 
to assume you’ve been exposed 
to the virus,” he said, and to get 
tested. “COVID-19 is still very 
much with us.”

He said that the economic im-
pacts of the virus are also still 
being felt by the community, and 
the City will continue to provide 
free meals to youth, families, and 
seniors as well as other other in-
vestments in the communities.

He said that the Boston Pub-
lic Library (BPL) has “been an 
essential source of support for 
residents,” with the recent reopen-
ing of safe computer access at the 
Copley branch, and the BPL to 
go program. He said that 94,000 
physical items have been reserved 
through the program, and around 
9,400 people are making use of 
library services daily.

He announced that the mor-
atorium on late fees for adult li-
brary card holders that was put in 
place in March has been extended 
through the end of the calendar 
year.

He also talked about the im-
portance of responding to the US 
Census, as the last day to respond 
is September 30. He said that so 
far, 57 percent of Boston house-
holds have responded, which he 
said he attributes to the pandem-
ic. He stressed the importance of 
responding, as it only takes a few 
minutes, and will help provide 
adequate funding and legislators 
to the City’s districts.

President Trump has cut the 
count short by a month, and Walsh 
said he has signed onto an amicus 
brief challenging the decision.

“It’s been estimated that for 
every resident who doesn’t fill out 
the Census, we’ll lose $2400 in 
Boston in funding every year for 
the next ten years,” Walsh said. 
“Those are the resources our com-
munity needs and deserves.” To fill 
out the Census, visit my2020cen-
sus.gov.

Walsh and Boston Police Com-
missioner William Gross ad-
dressed the shootings over the 
long weekend.

“One act of violence at any time 
is unacceptable,” Walsh said. “Our 
goal is always to get to zero.” He 
said that 15 mental health clini-
cians have been added to respond 
to mental health calls across the 
City, and that the City is “dedicat-
ed to eliminating the root cause 
of violence, including poverty and 
systemic racism.”

Commissioner Gross said that 
there were 12 “independent shoot-
ings” in the City over the Labor 
Day weekend. “At tis time, our 
investigating reveals that none 
of the 12 shootings are connected 
art this time,” he said. He said that 
they have seen the “Same repeat 
violent offenders committing the 
crimes” in recent months. 

“These individuals causing vio-
lence in our neighborhoods should 
be locked up,” he said. He also said 
that the courts should open back 
up, even if virtually. “That’s why 
you have two shootings within 
three days—it’s the same indi-
viduals. There has to be some 
accountability,” he said.

Walsh said that there has been 
an uptick in shootings and homi-
cides this year, and that he wants 
to send the message that “if you do 
something bad in the city you will 
be brought to court and prosecuted 
by the appropriate authorities.”

angell.org  |  350 South Huntington Ave  |  Boston, MA  |  617-522-7282  

Pets eat some strange things. Isn’t it comforting to know
you have a place to turn when the unexpected happens?

Angell Animal Medical Center’s compassionate team 
provides state-of-the-art care for your best friend. From 
wellness checkups to allergies, from cancer treatment to 
neurosurgery, our specialists work together to provide 
services tailored to your pet’s individual needs.

• 24/7 Emergency
 & Critical Care
• Anesthesiology
• Avian & Exotic
 Medicine
• Behavior
• Cardiology
• Dentistry
• Dermatology
• Diagnostic Imaging

• General Medicine
• Internal Medicine
• Neurology
• Oncology
• Ophthalmology
• Pathology
• Physical
 Rehabilitation
• Surgery

We found
your duckies.

24/7 Emergency Vet Care  |  Weekend Appointments  |  Free On-site Parking

Walsh gives COVID-19 update; addresses weekend violence

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

For more information about 
Max and or other animals in 

need of adoption,
please contact:

350 South Hungtington Avenue

MAX
Max is an affectionate, laid-back dude looking for a special 
home! This handsome, 3-year-old tabby loves people and could live with 
older kids and potentially a cat-savvy dog or cat. While he’s a pretty 
easy-going guy, Max has a history of FLUTD. FLUTD stands for “feline 
lower urinary tract disease” and can cause issues with a cat’s bladder and 
urethra. The scary part of this condition is that it can prevent cats from 
being able to pee, which is potentially life-threatening and requires medi-
cal intervention. It’s going to be very important that Max’s adopter closely 
monitors his water intake and litter box use, and have a close relationship 
with a vet. Max is on a special food to keep things running smoothly. 

While Max’s condition may sound scary, 
tons of affected cats live normal happy lives. 
He promises to give you tons of purrs and 
scratchy little kisses in return!
Email adoption@mspca.com today for more 
information on Max!

Sponsored by:

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group
at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116
781-820-0280 or 
sarah@residentialgroup.com

(617) 522-5055
www.mspca.org

PLEASE WRITE…
The Gazette welcomes letters to the  ed-

itor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: 
Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publica-

tion. Letters  may be emailed to 
letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. 

Please include address and 
telephone number for verification purposes. Anonymous 

letters will not be published.  More in-
formation:  617-524-2626
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HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works
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?01;/)*<$@*)A=1$B;*C46;.1$D,>=/),*4$Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?

Give Us a Call!! 617-524-2626

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?

Give Us a Call!! 617-524-2626

Build Your BUSINESS 
Advertise in the Guide  • 617-524-2626
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By Lauren Bennett

Governor Baker, along with 
MBTA General Manager Steve 
Poftak and Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation Secre-
tary Stephanie Pollack announced 
on September 1 the completion of 
28 days of accelerated work on the 
E branch of the Green Line. 

The work is part of the MBTA’s 
$8 billion capital investment to 
“build a better T,” Poftak said, and 
also thanked the Fenway Alliance 
for their work on this project. 

The plan was intended to 
“quicken the pace of the work on 
the MBTA,” he said, and also took 
advantage of lower ridership due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
acceleration of work allowed the 
MBTA to avoid a year’s worth 
of weekend and nighttime shut-
downs in service to complete the 
work. 

In August, the E branch of the 
Green Line was replaced with 
shuttle buses for 28 days, and ser-
vice was increased on the 39 bus 

to allow the work to be completed 
faster, he said.

The work consisted of the re-
placement of more than three 
miles of track that was over 30 
years old and “at the end of its 
service life,” Poftak said. Addi-
tionally, seven road crossings and 
five individual pedestrian track 
crossings were upgraded, and sta-
tion improvements, such as power 
washing and vegetation manage-
ment, were made to E branch 
stops. Work was also completed on 
the C branch, as well as two nine 
day diversions on the D branch, 
he said.

Governor Charlie Baker gave 
his press conference from the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts stop on the E 
branch, where he got to see up-
grades made to the station.

“These upgrades replace thou-
sands of feet of track, upgraded 
intersections, and removed thou-
sands of feet of what we call slow 
zones,” Baker said. He said that 
the shutdowns have saved the 

MBTA 30 percent on construction 
costs compared to having to set 
up and break down of night and 
weekend work.

“That means these improve-
ments will give green line riders 
faster and more reliable service,” 
Baker said. “By shutting down 
parts of the system for longer pe-
riods, the T obviously has the abil-
ity to stage differently and make 
progress much more quickly.” 

He said the work was done at a 
time before students returned to 
the city, which he said “dramati-
cally enhances the quality of work 
done and limits the impact and 
disruption. The transportation 
landscape obviously looks a lot 
different than it did in March, but 
we’re still committed to improving 
the core infrastructure of the T to 
make the system more reliable 
and safer,” he said. 

Baker said that the five year, 
$8 billion capital investment plan 
includes a “record level of spend-
ing and updates” for the T system.

“The T and its team have con-
tinued to work enormously hard 
through this whole period begin-
ning in March to make sure they 
were there to serve the riders who 
rely on the system,” Baker said. 
“They dramatically enhanced 
their cleaning protocols, created a 
new rider safe program campaign, 
and continue, day after day, to 
make sure people have the system 
they need to take them where they 
need to go.”

Transportation Secretary 
Stephanie Pollack said that these 
improvements, among others, 
will “dig the T out of its main-
tenance and backlog” and that 
the “MBTA has transformed itself 
into an agency that is capable of 
delivering.” 

This work has minimized pas-
senger disruption and managed 
closures of weekday service, she 
said. 

“After we experienced the dam-
age to the Red Line, we owed 
our passengers and the people of 

Massachusetts a faster and more 
efficient plan for fixing the T,” she 
said.

Museum of Fine Arts (MFA) 
director Matthew Teitelbaum said 
that the museum has been in its 
current location since 1909.

“The T has gone in front of us 
for more thank 80 years,” he said. 
“We have been connected all that 
time. We are a public institution 
serving the public; the T is a pub-
lic amenity serving the public. 
We both do more than that—we 
create community through con-
nectedness.”

Teitelbaum said he looks for-
ward to the reopening of the muse-
um in the near future and having 
museum staff use the T to return 
to work.

“In our root cause, we do what 
all great public institutions must 
do, and that is create community, 
connectedness, and make people 
feel as though they belong togeth-
er regardless of their background,” 
Teitelbaum said.

Baker, MBTA celebrate completed Green Line work on E branch and others

By John Lynds

Jamaica Plain saw a six per-
cent increase in the COVID-19 
infection rate in the past two 
weeks but is still below the city-
wide average. 

According to Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) 
data released last Friday, Ja-
maica Plain’s infection rate went 
from 186 cases per 10,000 resi-
dents to 197 cases per 10,000 res-
idents. Two weeks ago Jamaica 
Plain reported an infection rate 
increase of only 2 percent in the 
final weeks of August. 

However, Jamaica Plain re-
mains several points under the 
citywide infection rate average 
which is now at 231.5. 

Forty-five more Jamaica Plain 
residents became infected with 
COVID-19 in the past two weeks 
and the number of total cases 
here went from  751 cases two 
weeks ago to 796 cases last week. 
Previous data two weeks ago 
showed just 15 new infections 

over a two week period. 
Those testing positive for the 

virus in Jamaica Plains also de-
creased last week. 

Of the  14,373 Jamaica Plain 
residents tested 2.6 percent were 
found to be COVID positive, up 
from the 0.6 percent reported 
two weeks ago. Since testing be-
gan in the neighborhood 5.8 per-
cent of Jamaica Plain residents 
have been found to be COVID 
positive. This number has crept 
above the citywide positive test 
average of 1.7 percent. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID-19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infec-
tion rates in each neighborhood. 
It also breaks down the number 
of cases by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of 
coronavirus rose 2.4 percent last 
week from 15,625 cases to 16,001 
cases. So far 12,431 Boston resi-
dents have fully recovered from 
the virus and the deaths from 
COVID remain at 754. 

COVID-19 updates 
for Jamaica Plain

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighborhood that tracks infection 
rates and COVID testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 
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The Boston Public Library 
announced that is it extending 
its moratorium on assessing late 
fines through the end of the year. 
BPL instituted the moratorium in 
March in the wake of the pandem-
ic, originally planning to reinstate 
fines in September, but has decid-
ed to continue the practice in the 
coming months. This extension 
applies to all adult library card 
holders at all BPL branches. Pa-
trons across the library system 
under the age of 18 are already 
exempt from late fines.

“The Boston Public Library has 
been an essential source of support 
for our residents, and has worked 
hard throughout this pandemic 
to ensure residents have access 
to the services they need,” said 
Mayor Martin J. Walsh. “Thank 
you to the Boston Public Library 
for extending the moratorium on 
late fines for borrowed items to 

ensure patrons can continue to 
safely access materials.” 

“The Boston Public Library 
believes that, as the pandemic 
and its economic impacts contin-
ue, halting fines offers patrons 
maximum flexibility, supports 
safe behavior, and removes addi-
tional barriers to our collections 
at a time when access to free 
resources is more important than 
ever,” said BPL President David 
Leonard. “We are dedicating our-
selves anew to delivering digital 
services and providing physical 
access for our patrons; knowledge, 
information and resources should 
be free to all, and free of barriers 
to equitable access.” 

Since the pandemic began, 
BPL has been committed to pro-
viding patrons accessible, equi-
table services, both digitally and 
physically. On the digital side, 
BPL recently announced two 

new initiatives: The Outdoor Wi-
Fi program, which offers 24-hour 
outdoor internet access at nine 
branch locations across the city; 
and The Public Computer Access 
programs, which allows patrons 
to use Library computers in a so-
cially distanced space within the 
Central Library in Copley Square.

Physically, the library has 
rolled out the BPL To Go pro-
gram to all BPL locations not un-
der construction, allowing patrons 
to place holds, check out, and re-
turn books, CDs, and DVDs. Since 
launching the BPL To Go program 
in June, over 94,000 holds have 
been placed on physical items, 
and over 131,200 items have been 
circulated, including audiobooks 
and e-books. Since March, roughly 
9,400 patrons are using library 
services each day.

Boston Public Library extends moratorium on late fines

Youngsters who received the Sacrament of Confirmation get together for a group photo on Saturday, August 29 at St. Thomas Aquinas Church at 97 South 
St, Jamaica Plain.  Rev. Brian McHugh, pastor in Somerville presided at the ceremony.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

 

Size: 160x600 IAB
$30000 per month/per site

3 SPOTS AVAILABLE 
ON EACH SITE  

JUST A CLICK AWAY

reverejournal.com• winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com 

chelsearecord.com • charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com
northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com
jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

Traffic reports available upon request

Call your Rep. at 781-485-0588

First Come - First Served

Sales Rep Ext
Deb x101   Kathy x110   Maureen x103   Sioux x125   Peter x106

$30000 per month/per site

12 COMMUNITIES TO CHOOSE FROM

Combo Rates available! 
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE
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JP boasts a diverse population 
of about 38,000, according to the 
last census: 54 percent white; 
25 percent Hispanic/Latino; 13 
percent African-American; and 
4 percent Asian. JP has a large 
gay and lesbian population and 

is home to several prominent 
LGBT rights activists.

Once called “The Eden of 
America” by a visitor, according 
to an 1800s chronicle, Jamaica 
Plain is nearly surrounded on 
the west, south and east sides by 

green space: Arnold Arboretum, 
Forest Hills Cemetery, Franklin 
Park, Jamaica Pond Park and 
Olmsted Park.

While boasting a wide array 
of businesses, JP is especially 
known across the city for its va-
riety of prominent restaurants. 
Bella Luna on Amory Street, 
El Oriental de Cuba in Hyde 
Square, Star Fish Market in Eg-
leston Square and Ten Tables in 
central JP are just a few of the 
longtime landmark dining spots.

JP has a rich arts and cultural 
scene that includes such major 
annual festivals as Wake Up the 
Earth, the Jamaica Plain Music 
Festival and the Jamaica Pond 
Lantern Parade.

JP has housing stock as di-
verse as the population, with 

three-deckers, ranch houses, Vic-
torians, colonials, Capes, condos 
and more.

JP has a rich history and sev-
eral historic landmarks, with 
many from Colonial times clus-
tered around the Civil War Solid-
er’s Monument where South and 
Centre streets intersect.

JP is home to Boston’s Latin 
Quarter, centered in Hyde/Jack-
son Squares.

JP is the base for a phenome-
nal number of nonprofit organi-
zations—more than 250.

JP has been the subject of sev-
eral books, including: “A Home 
in the Heart of a City” by JP 
resident Kathleen Hirsch; “Local 
Attachments” by Alexander von 
Hoffman; and “Images of Ameri-
ca: Jamaica Plain” and “Jamaica 

Plain: Then & Now” by Anthony 
Mitchell Sammarco. It also re-
cently served as the setting for 
the hard-boiled crime novel “Ja-
maica Plain” by Colin Campbell.

The phone numbers of many 
longtime JP businesses and res-
idents—including the Gazette—
begin with “522” or “524.” The 
“52” comes from the letters “JA” 
on the telephone dial, which is 
short for “Jamaica.” In the early 
days of telephones, cities and 
neighborhoods had phone num-
bers that began with an abbrevi-
ation of the place name. Decades 
ago, people calling here would 
tell an operator, for example: 
“Jamaica 4-2626.”

Gazette Staff

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?

Give Us a Call!! 617-524-2626
730 Center Street, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

617-983-5177 • www.jpseafoodcafe.com

“Phantom
Greatness”

2001-2007, 2012 & 2014-2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019

WELCOME TO JP!!
To all new neighbors, from...

Friendly Neighborhood Diner

154 Green St JP 02130 evergreeneateryjp.com617-477-9573

and

416 Centre St. JP
617-524-6464

www.elorientaldecuba.net

Home of the 
“Original Cuban” 

in Boston

OPEN 11am - 8pm
Takeout & Delivery

Grubhub & UberEats

AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE

Visit us  and let us create 
an amazing experience 

in authentic Indian cuisine

DELIVERY OR PICK UP
617-942-2966 or www.tikki-masala.com

3706 Washington St.  JP, At Forest Hills

Bring this ad  for a 
free appetizer
with dinner purchase 

Exp. 9-30-20

Open 11:30 am till 10:00 pm

DELIVERY OR PICK UPDELIVERY OR PICK UP

2020  
Jamaica PlainJamaica Plain

Guide toGuide to

SPecial Section of the Jamaica Plain Gazette  SePtember 11, 2020 6 PaGeS

What Makes JP Unique

 Once referred to as “the Eden 
of America,” Jamaica Plain is 
a unique section of the City of 
Boston. It was part of the Town 
of Roxbury until 1848. It was 
then part of West Roxbury, until 
it finally became Jamaica Plain.
 Legend has it that the name 
Jamaica Plain came from the 
fondness of the residents for 
Jamaica rum and that they pre-
ferred it “plain.” More likely, the 
neighborhood got its name from 
Kutchamaiken, chief of an Indi-
an tribe at Jamaica Pond more 
than two centuries ago.
 Jamaica Pond, the only ex-
tensive natural body of fresh 
water in Boston, covers an area 
of nearly 70 acres and is as deep 
as 70 feet. Until the introduction 
of Cochituate reservoir water 
into Boston in 1848, the pond 

supplied the city with water by 
an underground aqueduct.
 During the 19th century, the 
population increased rapidly. As 
breweries and factories located 
here, the fine estates, lush gar-
dens and farms of the original 
well-to-do residents gave way 
to more modest and affordable 
houses. The growth and crowd-
ing of the city led to the ex-
pansion of the livable Boston 
neighborhood of Jamaica Plain.
 For more information and 
publications about Jamaica 
Plain history, as well as mem-
bership information, see the Ja-
maica Plain Historical Society 
website at   jphs.org.
Gazette Staff

A brief history of JP
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1429 CENTRE ST  
WEST ROXBURY, MA 02132

INSIGHT REALTY GROUP, INC.

RACHAEL ‘RAE’ KULIK
REAL ESTATE BROKER

RACHAELKULIK.COM
RACHAEL@RACHAELKULIK.COM

(978) 514-2018

FOCUS
REAL ESTATE

A PASSION 
FOR PEOPLE 
AND PROPERTIES

  34 South St, Jamaica Plain 617.453.3770

voted best of jp 
2016, 2018 2019

scan 
this 

code 
with 
your 

camera 
app to 
learn 
more

Mond. - Wed. 7am-7pm | Thur.  -Sat. 7am-9pm

660A CENTRE ST., JAMAICA PLAIN
100X100DELICIASEXPRESS.COM

857 273 4962

OPEN FOR PICK-UP & DELIVERY

Authentic Dominican Cuisine

 Though Jamaica Plain is part 
of the city of Boston, the parks, ur-
ban wilds, playgrounds and com-
munity gardens, many supported 
by the city and state, allow an 
escape from an overdose of urban 
life. JP is bordered on three sides 
by green space, including several 
jewels of the Emerald Necklace, 
designed by Frederick Law Ol-
msted. With hundreds of acres of 
parks, squares and gardens, JP 
has plenty of places to spend the 
day. Here are some favorites:
 Arnold Arboretum at 225 Ar-
borway: This beautifully land-
scaped, 265-acre botanical garden 
contains over 14,000 woody plants, 
flowers and trees. The Arboretum 
is now a national historic land-
mark administered by Harvard 
University and the Boston Parks 
Department. It is free and open to 
the public. The Arboretum offers 
classes, exhibits, walks and other 
activities. Info: 617-524-1718 or 
arboretum.harvard.edu.
 Boston Nature Center, owned 
and managed by the Massachu-
setts Audubon Society, is at 500 
Walk Hill St., on the JP/Mat-
tapan/Roslindale border. The 67 
acres of the former Boston State 
Hospital Property have been con-
verted into a wildlife sanctuary 

and outdoor classroom. The site 
features 30 acres of freshwater 
wetlands, the largest communi-
ty gardens in Boston, and such 
wildlife as red-tailed hawks, deer, 
pheasants and wild turkeys. Low-
cost environmental and science 
programs are offered year-round 
for adults, children and families. 
More than two miles of trails and 
boardwalks. Info: 617-983-8500 or 
massaudubon.org.
 Jamaica Pond Park lies be-
tween Perkins Street, Park Drive 
and Prince Street along the Ja-
maicaway. This natural “kettle 
hole” pond once hosted a reser-
voir and commercial ice-cutting, 
and its banks held the country 
estates of prominent Bostonians. 
Today this is one of Boston’s most 
popular parks for strolling, run-
ning, biking and to see and be 
seen. Rowboats and sailboats are 
available to rent at the boathouse 
in season.
 Forest Hills Cemetery at 95 
Forest Hills Ave. is considered 
to be one of the most beautiful 
spots in Boston, with sculpture by 
famous artists. It was designed af-
ter a European burial park, with 
an artificial lake. Interesting and 
famous people laid to rest there 
include Boston Celtics star Reggie 

Lewis, poet E.E. Cummings, aboli-
tionists and some Massachusetts 
governors. Tours are sponsored 
by the Forest Hills Educational 
Trust. Info: 617-524-0128 or for-
esthillscemetery.com.
 Franklin Park and Zoo. The 
park extends south from Seaver 
and Walnut Streets to Forest Hills 
and is the largest gem in the 
Emerald Necklace. The 527-acre 
park offers hiking, picnicking and 
an 18-hole public golf course. Info: 
Franklin Park Zoo, 617-541-5466 
or zoonewengland.org; Franklin 
Park Coalition, 617-442-4141 or 
franklinparkcoalition.org.
 Olmsted Park extends along 
the Jamaicaway between Hun-
tington Avenue and Perkins 
Street. It includes Leverett Pond 
and Daisy Field. It is also a part 
of the Emerald Necklace.
 Southwest Corridor Park is a 
linear park from downtown Bos-
ton to Forest Hills running along-
side the MBTA’s Orange Line. 
Twenty-seven out of the 52 acres 
that make up this park are found 
in Jamaica Plain. There are bas-
ketball courts, bike paths, tennis 
courts and tot lots. The temporary 
home of Kelly ice skating rink is 
near Stony Brook T Station.
Gazette Staff

JP is Green

Bike Shop Bike Shop JP’s Favorite
JP’s Favorite

since 1982since 1982
Shop curbside with us at Shop curbside with us at 

66 South Street, JP66 South Street, JP

Call for info:Call for info:
617-524-BIKE 617-524-BIKE 

www.FerrisWheelsBikeShop.comwww.FerrisWheelsBikeShop.com

(2453)(2453)

FIND US ONLINE: WWW.JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM
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By John lynDS

Last week, Mayor Martin J. 
Walsh and the Mayor’s Office of 
Arts and Culture announced that 
17 Jamaica Plain organizations 
were among the 146 local arts 
and cultural organizations to 
receive grant money as part of 
the Arts and Culture COVID-19 
Fund.

The Jamaica Plain nonprofits 
will share in $815,000 in grant 
money from the City of Boston’s 
CARES Act funding. The CARES 
Act funding was established 
earlier this summer to support 
small and mid-sized arts and cul-
ture nonprofits in adapting their 
programs, spaces, and operating 
models as a result of the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic.

In Jamaica Plain Chame-
leon Arts Ensemble of Boston; 
America Scores New England; 
Trustees of Eliot School; Shef-

field Chamber Players; JazzBos-
ton; Non-Event; Boston Opera 
Collaborative; A Far Cry, Inc.; 
Girls Rock Campaign Boston; 
BalletRox; Jamaica Plain Arts 
Council; Balagan Films, Inc.; The 
Footlight Club; Boston Cyber-
arts; Boston Theater Company, 
Inc.; Rehearsal for Life; and City 
Ballet of Boston all received the 
grant. 

“Supporting the organizations 
that bring transformative arts 
programming to every neighbor-
hood in our city is imperative 
during this unprecedented time,” 
said Mayor Walsh. “These orga-
nizations have put a tremendous 
amount of effort into making 
sure Bostonians can still par-
ticipate in the arts and express 
themselves creatively, and it’s 
important that we do what we 
can to ensure they remain a part 
of Boston’s arts community in 
the future.”

Like many community pro-
grams, the COVID-19 pandem-
ic has halted many in-person 
programs and forced organi-
zations like the Jamaica Plain 
Arts Council, the Footlight Club 
and the other neighborhood or-
ganizations listed to adapt and 
change how they operate. Some 
have been forced to close and 
ride out the pandemic but need 
extra financial support until they 
reopen. 

For example the Jamaica 
Plain Arts Council was forced to 
cancel their signature event, the 
Open Studios 2020, due to pub-
lic safety concerns during this 
continuing COVID-19 pandemic.  

“We will continue to meet vir-
tually and discuss possibilities 
to safely share the creativity, 
vibrancy and artistry in our com-
munity,” they said in a state-
ment. “We celebrate the strength 
and scope of this creative energy.  
It is what inspires and fuels us 
to make Jamaica Plain Open 
Studios the annual celebration of 
art for the past 27 years.”

The Jamaica Plain Arts Coun-
cil hopes to hold the cancelled 
event next year on September 
25th-26th, 2021.

Over at the Footlight Club, 
America’s oldest community the-
ater and has produced perfor-
mances every year since 1877, 
the Board of Directors decided 
to suspend all activity in the 
building until further notice.

“We are committed to the 
health and safety of our audienc-
es, artists, volunteers, rental cli-
ents, and neighbors and feel that 
taking this proactive measure is 
the most responsible thing to do 
based on recommendations from 
the CDC and government,” said 
said President Amanda Bedford 
back in mid-June. “We are not 
accepting any rentals at least 
through the end of the calendar 
year due to upcoming construc-
tion of our accessibility project. 
We hope that you stay well; take 
care of yourself and your loved 
ones, and we will see you at Eliot 
Hall again soon.”

The City’s Chief of Arts and 

Culture Kara Elliott-Ortega said 
COVID-19 has had a significant 
impact on the arts and culture 
sector, particularly performing 
arts organizations. As organiza-
tions and cultural facilities begin 
reopening, the Arts and Culture 
COVID-19 Fund aims to mitigate 
costs for finding new safe spaces 
for performance and rehearsal, 
adapting existing facilities to 
comply with public health stan-
dards, developing new capacities 
in streaming and virtual engage-
ment, addressing issues of equi-
table access on digital programs, 
retraining staff, and other costs 
associated with physically dis-
tanced program delivery. 

“Providing ongoing support to 
Boston’s arts organizations is 
critical during this time,” said 
Elliott-Ortega. “We hope this will 
encourage Boston residents to 
do what they can to make sure 
these organizations are able to 
continue providing valuable pro-
gramming to our communities in 
the future.” 

Alex’s Chimis Restaurant
358C Centre St.

Jamaica Plain, Ma 02130  
617-522-5201 • Alexschimis.com

Open for Pick Up 
Tue-Thurs 10am-8pm 

Fri, Sat & Sun 10am-9pm 
Delivery Available through 
Uber Eats  and Doordash

SUPPORT ART
FOR KIDS
Help us send art  

supplies to 1,300 BPS 

students this fall.

THE ELIOT SCHOOL
Inspiring lifelong learning in craftsmanship

eliotschool.org/

Over a dozen Jamaica Plain organizations receives Art and Culture Grant

By John lynDS

The COVID-19 pandemic 
forced all of BCYF’s indoor pools 
to close while the city’s outdoor 
pools provided some cooling off 
for residents throughout the 
summer because the spread of 
the virus was less likely in sunny 
outdoor situations. 

However, with summer draw-
ing to a close, fall weather on its 
way and the city’s outdoor pools 
closed for the season the city has 
decided to reopen the Curtis Hall 
Pool in Jamaica Plain and three 
other pools in Boston so resi-
dents can enjoy lap swimming.  

The Curtis Hall Pool at 20 
South St reopened on Sept. 2 and 
will remain open unless there’s 
a spike in virus numbers from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.Monday through 
Friday. 

“As we head towards the end 
of summer, I am pleased we are 
able to open up indoor swimming 
options for our residents,” said 
Mayor Walsh. “BCYF has spent 
a lot of time making sure that 
safety protocols are in place so 
that we can open these addition-
al recreational facilities within 
the current COVID-19 guide-

lines. I encourage residents to 
take advantage of these options 
and continue to take all the pre-
cautions: wearing face coverings 
when out, keeping your distance 
from others, and washing your 
hands.” 

As of now, the Curtis Hall 
pool will offer only lap swim to 
the public. Additional aquatics 
programming will be added as 
it’s finalized. 

The Mayor said due to the 
COVID-19 public health emer-
gency, there are several new pro-
tocols in place at all BCYF pools. 

Visitors must register for a 
swim time slot at Boston.gov/
BCYF-registration as walk-ins 
will not be allowed. Pool capacity 
has been reduced to one swim-
mer per lane for lap swim and 
roughly 10 percent capacity for 
youth programming.

Registration will go live 24 
hours before the following day’s 
sessions and will remain open 
until all spots are taken or until 
the session begins, whichever 
comes first. 

Lap swim sessions of 45 min-
utes each and sessions where 
youth can register for various 
aquatics programming will be 

offered. 
When registering for a session, 

visitors will be asked COVID-19 
screening questions. The screen-
ing questions will be asked again 
when checking to the pool for the 
registered session.

Cleaning and disinfecting will 
occur at opening and closing and 
between each swim session.

Visitors must come dressed to 
swim as locker rooms/changing 
areas will be closed. Restrooms 
(if access is required) can be 
accessed through a locker room, 
but visitors cannot use the lock-
ers or changing area.

Face coverings (covering the 
nose and mouth) must be worn at 
all times when not in the water.

Swimming lessons, which 
would require close physical con-
tact, will not be offered.

Social distancing of at least 6 
feet is required for all individu-
als outside of a household group 
and applies to deck areas, bath-
rooms, wading areas, the water, 
and the pool deck.

Children under 12 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

Three children under 12 are 
allowed per adult. 

Jamaica Plain’s Curtis Hall Pool reopens for lap swimming
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Staff rePort

MassDevelopment has award-
ed a $10,000 Commonwealth 
Places COVID-19 Response 
Round: Resurgent Places grant to 
Egleston Square Main Street for 
Neighborhood Outdoor Dining 
+ Cultural Commons in the Eg-
leston Square Peace Garden, an 
outdoor dining project at a com-
munity-maintained pocket park 
in Boston’s Jamaica Plain and 
Roxbury neighborhoods.  

The organization will use 
funds to buy and install weath-
er-resistant picnic seating at the 
park, as well as domino tables, 
temporary art installations, 
COVID-19 spacing controls, 
barriers, and markers, hand 
washing and sanitation stations, 
planters and decorative plant-
ings, and lighting. The organiza-
tion will also use funds to repair 
various elements of the park, 
and will engage youth workers, 
neighborhood artists, and area 
small businesses to play a role 
in maintaining and activating 
the space. Egleston Square 
Main Street will also launch a 
crowdfunding campaign; if the 
organization reaches its $5,000 
goal, it will receive an additional 
matching grant from MassDevel-

opment. The grant was award-
ed through MassDevelopment’s 
special Commonwealth Places 
COVID-19 Response Round: Re-
surgent Places, which was made 
available specifically to assist 
local economic recovery efforts 
as community partners prepare 
public spaces and commercial 
districts to serve residents and 
visitors.   

“MassDevelopment’s Com-
monwealth Places program is 
a resource to help communities 
implement placemaking projects 
that improve public spaces, cre-
ate foot traffic, and stimulate 
economic activity,” said MassDe-
velopment President and CEO 
Lauren Liss. “During this chal-
lenging economic climate, we’re 
pleased to help Egleston Square 
Main Street activate its local 
pocket park and draw residents 

and visitors to this corner of Bos-
ton’s Jamaica Plain and Roxbury 
neighborhoods.”

Created in 2016, Common-
wealth Places aims to engage 
and mobilize community mem-
bers to make individual con-
tributions for placemaking 
projects, with the incentive of 
a funding match from MassDe-
velopment if the crowdfunding 
goal is reached. In June 2020, 
MassDevelopment announced 
the availability of $225,000 in 
funding for the Commonwealth 
Places COVID-19 Response 
Round: Resurgent Places. For 
this round, nonprofits and other 
community groups could apply to 
MassDevelopment for grants of 
up to $25,000. Up to $10,000 per 
project could be awarded as an 
unmatched grant; awards great-
er than $10,000 must be matched 

with crowdfunding donations. All 
grantees and projects will be re-
quired to follow the mandatory 
safety standards and protocols of 
the Commonwealth’s Reopening 
Massachusetts plan.

MassDevelopment, the state’s 
finance and development agen-
cy, works with businesses, non-
profits, banks, and communities 

to stimulate economic growth. 
During FY2019, MassDevelop-
ment financed or managed 316 
projects generating investment 
of more than $2 billion in the 
Massachusetts economy. These 
projects are estimated to create 
or support 9,743 jobs and build 
or preserve 1,992 housing units.

Print - Copy 
Fax - Scan

64 South Street, JP • 617-983-COPY (2679)

Email us 
print-ready files!
More information at 

www.FreshCopyJP.com

656 Centre St. Jamaica Plain
617-983-5466

Paint, keys, electrical, 
plumbing, screen, 
window repair and 
sharpening service.

We now carry Benjamin Moore Paint

EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


Faye Simon Real Estate
Rentals & Sales

My Focus is on You!

Real Estate Broker
Tel: 617-524-0243

617-524-4505

See us on yelp.com

Arborway Auto Service CenterArborway Auto Service Center

9
EXPIRES

2
0
2
1

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Conveniently located one block from 
Forest Hills T station, 207 South St., Jamaica Plain

State Inspections No Appointment needed. 
8:30am to 4:30pm Mon thru Friday. 

MassDevelopment awards commonwealth places grant to Egleston Square Main Street
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Best of JP 2020 Winners
The following are the “Best of JP 2019” as chosen by Gazette readers. In the 19th annual Best of JP survey, hundreds of ballots were submitted containing thousands of votes. 

BEST PLACE TO…
Enjoy the Outdoors

Arnold Arboretum

Work
Mount Pleasant Home

Enjoy Live Entertainment
Midway Cafe  

See Art
JP Open Studios 

CONSUMER FAVORITES
Friendliest Business

Kitchenwitch 

Breakfast
Evergreen Eatery

Lunch
Little Dipper 

Dinner
Vee Vee

Latin American Food
Chilacates

Asian Food
JP Seafood

Bakery
TIE - Fiore’s Bakery,

Blue Frog Bakery

Pub/Bar
Galway House

Pizza
Same Old Place 

Cup of Coffee
TIE - Ula’ Cafe, 

Dunkin’ Donuts, 
7 Pound Coffee Bar

Retail Store
On Centre

Convenience Store
7-Eleven 

Personal Service
TIE - We are Hair,

station8salon

Real Estate Service
Focus Real Estate

Bank
Eastern Bank 

Professional Service
Brookside Community 

Health Center 

Home Service
Ace Hardware 

Auto Shop
West Cork Auto

BEST AREA 
BUSINESSES

South Street
Happy Market

Egleston Square
TIE - Star Fish Market, 

Pikalo, 
Video Underground

Hyde/Jackson Squares
Blue Nile

Centre Street
City Feed

Forest Hills
Brassica Kitchen and Café

Washington Street
Turtle Swamp Brewery

THE REST OF THE BEST

Community Event
Wake Up the Earth Festival  

Playground
Jefferson Park 

Mural
Purple Cactus building 

Children’s Activity
TIE - JP Library, 
Commonwealth 
Circus Center 

Health Service
Brookside Community 

Health Center

Local School
Mary E. Curley School

Neighborhood 
association/group

TIE - Hyde Square 
Task Force,

Friends of Jamaica Pond 

Nonprofit agency
TIE - JPNDC, 826 Boston 

Gay/Lesbian Hang-out
Midway Cafe

Storefront
Boomerangs 

Government Service
U.S. Postal Service 

Environmental group
Bikes not Bombs
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By lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neigh-
borhood Council (JPNC) Zoning 
Committee met on September 
2, where three different proj-
ects in the neighborhood were 
approved: a proposal for a body 
studio at 387-399 Centre St, a 
tattoo studio at 68 South St., 
and the construction of two new 
three-family residences at 34-36 
Rossmore Rd.

387-399 CENTRE ST.
Proponents from Rockstar 

Body Piercing proposed to con-
vert the existing beauty salon at 
387-399 Centre St. into a body 
piercing studio. Attorney Mike 
Ross said that the owners of 
Rockstar Body Piercing have 
been operating a studio in Prov-
idence, RI since 2002. He said 
that this proposal is “consistent” 
with existing body art and tattoo 
shops open in the city, and that 
Jamaica Plain currently does not 
have a body piercing shop.

The shop will create around 
10 jobs for the neighborhood, 
and the owners will upgrade the 
storefront and remove the exist-
ing metal grates, Ross said. 

This project has come before 
the Committee before, but they 
were told to come back after 
working out legal issues between 
the landlord and the owners of 
the beauty salon and the body 
piercing studio. 

Ross said that there continues 
to be ongoing legal issues.

JP resident Adiely Rashell, 
daughter of the owner at 397 
Centre St., said there has been 
less business recently due to 
COVID-19, and “there has not 
been a date set to move out from 
that place,” she said.

She said that the owner has 
a family to provide for, so “that 
is something to keep in mind as 
well.” She said she wants to see 
the beauty salon remain where it 
is. “I do not want this business to 
come into place,” she said of the 
body piercing studio. 

“This is not the job of this 
Committee to settle the exist-
ing dispute between the existing 
tenant and the landlord,” Com-
mittee member Jerry O’Connor 
said. “This is not a vote on wheth-
er the hair salon should stay,” 
added Committee member Peg 
Preble, and O’Connor said that 
“this is not a vote against the 
hair salon.”

Committee Chair Dave Baron 
said that he would like to “ex-

press no opinion on the current 
dispute.” 

Some people had questions 
about the proposed space for the 
body piercing studio. Commit-
tee member Kyle Smith asked 
fi there was any security for the 
sale of precious metals.

“I want to use the term pre-
cious metals loosely,” Ross said, 
as there is some higher end 
jewelry available but “we’re not 
stocked with diamonds,” said 
owner Rob Murphy. There will 
be video cameras and alarms 
on the premises, and the store 
will be designed in such a way 
that it fits in with the rest of the 
neighborhood, he added, which 
includes no use of neon signage 
in the windows.

After further discussion, the 
Committee recommended ap-
proval of the body piercing stu-
dio with the proviso that the 
approval is limited to this appli-
cant only.

68 SOUTH ST.
A tattoo studio was proposed 

by Gabrielle and Chirstina Hahn 
for the space at 68 South St., next 
door to McCormack and Scanlan 
Real Estate. 

The space is currently vacant, 
the proponents said, and the stu-
dio will be set up with individual 
rooms using office cubicle sliding 
glass doors, they said.

Christina said that a “big ad-
vantage” of this location is that 
it is on a bus line, so people could 
easily access it. 

Neighbor Sara Wemiel, who 
said she lives behind the build-
ing, said she has concerns with 
sound coming from the building. 
She said that the realty company 
has air conditioners on the roof 
that they turn off at night, so 
she wanted to make sure that 
no extra noise would come from 
having the tattoo studio there 
as well.

Christina said that the studio 
would share an HVAC system 
with McCormack and Scanlan, 
and “currently, noise from that 
system would not change sig-
nificantly.” The space would also 
share a bathroom with McCor-
mack and Scanlan, she said.

She said that the projected 
hours for the beginning of oper-
ation would be from 10am to 6pm 
Tuesday through Saturday, and 
after that they anticipate being 
open seven days a week.

“We don’t anticipate bringing 
any additional noise or crowds 
or creating any disruptive en-

vironments,” she said. The “mo-
tivation for opening a shop is to 
create a really mellow environ-
ment where we can kind of exist. 
[We’re] looking for a relaxing, 
chill space to work in,” she said. 

Resident Starr Wilson said 
she had a tattoo done by Ga-
brielle, and said that she was 
“very professional,” and there 
was not group gathering at the 
location where she went. She 
also pointed out that people will 
be able to park their cars at the 
Forest Hills T stop and take the 
39 bus right to the studio so 
there wouldn’t be a need to worry 
about parking.

The Committee voted to ap-
prove this application for this 
petitioner only.

36-36 ROSSMORE RD.
At 34-36 Rossmore Rd. Devel-

oper Liam Lydon and architect 
Elaine Scales proposed the dem-
olition of the existing building at 
34 Rossmore Rd., and the con-
struction of two new three family 

residences, one at 34 Rossmore 
and one on the adjacent lot at 
36 Rossmore.

Lydon said that he and Scales 
had “quite a few meetings with 
the [Stonybrook Neighborhood 
Association] (SNA),” and “had a 
pretty good rapport with them 
and came up to a pretty good 
result.” 

They received a “fairly sup-
portive letter” from the SNA, 
and made changes like pushing 
the building back from the side-
walk, covered the front porch on 
the third floor, and reduced the 
parking from six spaces to four 
to increase the floor space in 
the area, Lydon said. They are 
also going to try to save some 
of the existing trees as well as 
plant others that will eventually 
replace the tree canopy in the 
area. Two abutters also request-
ed fences, Lydon said.

Sue Cibulsky, chair of the sub-
committee on this project for the 
SNA, said that “we worked for 

several weeks with Liam and 
Elaine,” and worked on solutions 
to problems the committee had. 
She added that the sidewalk 
around the entire project will 
be improved by the proponents.

Committee member Kendra 
Halliwell said that whole “the 
buildings are beautiful,” she 
would like to see the mechanicals 
shifted to a different location for 
the building on the corner so they 
are not as visible.

The team said they will make 
every effort to hide the mechan-
ical units. 

SNA member Jennifer 
Uhrhane spoke positively about 
the tree canopy replacement.

The Committee voted to ap-
prove the project with the pro-
viso that a “best effort” should 
be made to locate the mechani-
cals behind the building face or 
screen them on the rooftop.

All of these projects will be be-
fore the full JPNC at its meeting 
on September 22 for a final vote.

Boston Building Resources specializes in 
> kitchen cabinetry & design 
> energy conservation 
> windows, doors, & storm windows 
> reuse center: donate or buy

Our knowledgeable and friendly staff will 
work with you to find the right materials 
for your project and budget.

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120  
(near Roxbury Community College)
Monday–Friday 8:30–4:30 n Sat 9:30–3:00 
617-442-2262

bostonbuildingresources.com
a member-owned co-op

Affordable, sustainable solutions  
for home improvement

JPNC approves body piercing and tattoo studios; 34-36 Rossmore Rd. project
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LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

ALLEGRO NAMED TO 
WPI SPRING
DEAN’S LIST

- Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
tute (WPI) has announced that 
Remy Allegro of Jamaica Plain, 
Mass., a member of the class of 
2021 majoring in robotics engi-
neering, was named to the uni-
versity’s Dean’s List for academic 
excellence for the spring 2020 
semester.

A total of 1,749 undergraduate 
students achieved the criteria 
required for WPI’s spring 2020 
Dean’s List. The criteria for the 
WPI Dean’s List differs from that 
of most other universities as WPI 
does not compute a grade point 
average (GPA). Instead, WPI 
defines the Dean’s List by the 
amount of work completed at the 
A level in courses and projects.

“WPI’s academic programs 
are rigorous and require a level 
of independence beyond what is 
required in traditional courses. 
WPI students work on open-end-
ed problems for communities 
around the world. The problems 
are important and the impact is 
real” said dean of undergradu-

ate studies Arthur C. Heinricher. 
“Some of this nation’s best and 
brightest students come to WPI 
to study engineering and science 
and business and the human-
ities. Those named to the Dean’s 
List have excelled in all of their 
work, and we are exceptionally 
proud of these outstanding stu-
dents.”

WPI, the global leader in 
project-based learning, is a dis-
tinctive, top-tier technological 
university founded in 1865 on 
the principle that students learn 
most effectively by applying the 
theory learned in the classroom 
to the practice of solving re-
al-world problems. Recognized 
by the National Academy of En-
gineering with the 2016 Bernard 
M. Gordon Prize for Innovation 
in Engineering and Technolo-
gy Education, WPI’s pioneering 
project-based curriculum engag-
es undergraduates in solving im-
portant scientific, technological, 
and societal problems through-
out their education and at more 
than 50 project centers around 
the world. WPI offers more than 
50 bachelor’s, master’s, and doc-

toral degree programs across 
14 academic departments in 
science, engineering, technolo-
gy, business, the social sciences, 
and the humanities and arts. 
Its faculty and students pursue 
groundbreaking research to meet 
ongoing challenges in health and 
biotechnology; robotics and the 
internet of things; advanced ma-
terials and manufacturing; cy-
ber, data, and security systems; 
learning science; and more. www.
wpi.edu

STUDENTS GRADUATE 
FROM BATES COLLEGE

Bates College graduated 463 
students from 37 states and 52 
countries on May 31, 2020. Cu-
mulatively, the Class of 2019 
performed 80,000 hours of com-
munity service, exemplifying 
Bates’ commitment to communi-
ty learning and civic action.

Though we have been delayed 
in sharing this news due to our 
response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, please know that our pride 
in our graduates is as strong as 
ever. Congratulations to the class 
of 2020!

Amanda Brea of Jamaica 
Plain, graduated after majoring 
in politics and minoring in wom-
en and gender studies. Brea, the 
child of Santa M. Lara of Jamaica 
Plain, Mass., is a 2016 graduate 
of John D. O’Bryant School of 
Math & Science.

in their first year at Bates, 
Brea received the Charles Dana 
Award, the highest honor Bates 
bestows on students in their first 
year.

Eha Joshi of Jamaica Plain., 
graduated after majoring in eco-
nomics and English. Joshi, the 
child of Shiva L. Joshi and Leela 
Joshi of Jamaica Plain, Mass., is 
a 2016 graduate of Rato Bangala 
School.

Located in Lewiston, Maine, 
Bates is internationally recog-
nized as a leading liberal arts 
college, attracting 2,000 students 
from across the U.S. and around 
the world. Since 1855, Bates has 
been dedicated to educating the 
whole person through creative 
and rigorous scholarship in a 
collaborative residential commu-
nity. Committed to opportunity 
and excellence, Bates has always 
admitted students without re-
gard to gender, race, religion, or 
national origin. Cultivating in-

tellectual discovery and informed 
civic action, Bates prepares 
leaders sustained by a love of 
learning and zeal for responsible 
stewardship of the wider world.

STUDENTS NAMED 
TO DEAN’S LIST AT 
BATES COLLEGE

The following students have 
been named to the dean’s list at 
Bates College for the winter se-
mester ending in April 2020. This 
is a distinction earned by stu-
dents whose cumulative grade 
point average is 3.8 or higher.

Eha Joshi of Jamaica Plain,  
Joshi, the child of Shiva L. Joshi 
and Leela Joshi of Jamaica Plain, 
Mass., is a 2016 graduate of Rato 
Bangala School. They are major-
ing in economics and English at 
Bates.

Adam Banks of Jamaica Plain. 
Banks, the child of Richard L. 
Banks Jr. and Ann G. Banks 
of Jamaica Plain, Mass., is a 
2017 graduate of Roxbury Lat-
in School. They are majoring in 
environmental studies and mi-
noring in anthropology at Bates.

Megan Krieger of Jamaica 
Plain. Krieger, the child of Joel 
Krieger and Carol L. Dougherty 
of Jamaica Plain, Mass., is a 2018 
graduate of Boston Latin School. 
They are majoring in politics 
and minoring in education and 
German at Bates.

Amanda Brea of Jamaica 
Plain. Brea, the child of Santa 
M. Lara of Jamaica Plain, Mass., 
is a 2016 graduate of John D. 
O’Bryant School of Mathematics 
and Science. They are majoring 
in politics and minoring in wom-
en and gender studies at Bates.

Sadie Murray of Jamaica 
Plain.  Murray, the child of Ter-
rence J. Murray and Nicole S. 
Murray of Jamaica Plain, Mass., 
is a 2018 graduate of Milton 
Academy.

HILLIARD  
GRADUATES FROM RIT

Holly Hilliard of Jamaica 
Plain  graduated from Rochester 
Institute of Technology with a BS 
in industrial engineering. Some 
4,000 degrees were conferred in 
the 2019-2020 academic year at 
all of RIT’s campuses. A virtual 
celebration was held May 8 at rit.
edu/classof2020.

Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology is home to leading cre-
ators, entrepreneurs, innovators 
and researchers. Founded in 
1829, RIT enrolls about 19,000 
students in more than 200 ca-
reer-oriented and professional 
programs, making it among the 
largest private universities in 
the U.S.

The university is internation-
ally recognized and ranked for 
academic leadership in business, 
computing, engineering, imaging 
science, liberal arts, sustainabili-
ty, and fine and applied arts. RIT 
also offers unparalleled support 
services for deaf and hard-of-
hearing students. The coopera-
tive education program is one 
of the oldest and largest in the 
nation. Global partnerships in-
clude campuses in China, Croa-
tia, Dubai and Kosovo.

UNION COLLEGE 
ANNOUNCES 
DEAN’S LIST 

Union College has announced 
its Dean’s List for the 2019-2020 
academic year. Students with at 
least a 3.50 grade point aver-
age for the entire academic year 
were honored with the academic 
achievement.

Elena Ruiz, of Jamaica Plain; 
Ruiz is a member of the Class of 
2020 majoring in Anthropology.

Angela Guerra, of Jamaica 
Plain; Guerra is a member of 
the Class of 2021 majoring in 
Economics.

Carlos Piedad, of Jamaica 
Plain; Piedad is a member of the 
Class of 2020 majoring in Envi-
ronmental Policy.

Bernadine Conklin, of Boston, 
MA; Conklin is a member of the 
Class of 2020 majoring in Po-
litical Science and Russian & 
Eastern European Studies.

Union College, founded in 1795 
as the first college chartered by 
the New York State Board of 
Regents, offers programs in the 
liberal arts and engineering to 
2,100 undergraduates of high 
academic promise and strong 
personal motivation. Union, with 
its long history of blending dis-
ciplines, is a leader in educating 
students to be engaged, innova-
tive and ethical contributors to 
an increasingly diverse, global 
and technologically complex so-
ciety.

By Lauren Bennett

 Maggie Hill loved to turn 
trash into treasure, and spent 
countless hours over several de-
cades at the Eliot School of Fine 

& Applied Arts sewing, cutting, 
and upholstering old furniture 
into something she was proud of. 
 Hill, who lived in Mattapan, 

By  Laura PLummer

 On Thursday, February 6, 
Curtis Hall in Jamaica Plain 
hosted the monthly police and 
community relations meeting or-
ganized by District E-13 of the 
Boston Police Department (BPD).
 Every month, Officer Wil-
liam Jones from the Community 
Service Office and Captain John 
Greland update the community 
about local crime statistics from 
the previous month. They also 
take the opportunity to provide 

common sense advice for how 
to prevent crime and to answer 
questions from community mem-
bers. Also invited to these meet-

ings are officials from MBTA’s 
Transit Police and Massachu-

By Lauren Bennett

 The Stonybrook Neighbor-
hood Association (SNA) met for 
their monthly meeting on Feb-
ruary 10, where they heard a 
preliminary proposal for condo-
miniums to be built on the vacant 
lots at 97-99 Williams St.
 Architect Elaine Scales pre-

sented the proposal, along with 
the Federico Brothers of Fed 
Corp., a Dedham based develop-
er. The project consists of a total 
of eight condo units in a three 
story building with eight parking 
spaces and a garage.
 “Our project consists of two 
blocks connected by a common 
stair,” Scales said. “What we’re 

envisioning is to make a strong 
connection between the front 
yard of this development and 
the community garden across the 
way.”
 Additionally, she said that the 
existing front setback will be 
respected, and they are “nearly” 

Jamaica PlainG a z e t t eG a z e t t e
617-524-2626 • www.JamaicaPlainGazette.com FEBRUARY 21, 2020                              circulation 16,000

Printed on 
Recycled Paper

Vol. 29 No. 4
24 Pages • Free Delivery
25 Cents at Stores BOOK YOUR 

POST IT
Call Your 

Advertising Rep
(617)524-7662

TOASTMASTERS
OPEN HOUSE

FRIENDS OF KELLY RINK RECOGNIZED

MAXFIELD 
& COMPANY
(617) 293-8003 REAL ESTATEEXPERIENCE • EXCELLENCE

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 4

SNA hears proposal for new Williams St. condos

Residents raise major concerns 
about conditions at Hennigan Center

Eliot School’s Maggie Hill 
remembered for much 
more than furniture
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E-13 Police discuss crime statistics for January

PHOTOS BY MIKE MEJIASamantha and Marcus Michaed of Jamaica Plain enjoyed hot chocolate on Feb. 8 at the Kelly Rink provided by Community Servings and Legal Services Center to recognize the work the Friends of the Kelly Rink have done for the past 20 years. The Learn to Skate program at the rink on Saturdays is alive and well this winter. Here, Rachel Zalocha skating during the Learn to Skate program. See more photos on Pages 12 amd 13.

By Laura PLummer

 El jueves 6 de febrero, Curtis 
Hall en Jamaica Plain organizó 
la reunión mensual de policía y 
relaciones comunitarias organi-

zada por el Distrito E-13 del De-
partamento de Policía de Boston 
(BPD).
 El Oficial William Jones pro-

La policía E-13 comparte las 
estadísticas de la delincuencia de enero

Continued on page 4

PHOTO BY MIKE MEJIA
Henry Klauke gives a speech in 
front of members and guests 
during the JP Toastmasters 
Open House meeting on Jan. 
27. The group began in 2017, 
and are part of the International 
Toastmasters organization. 
See more photos on Page 17.

pate in their bi-weekly class, they 
don’t begin the night by warming 
up or getting dressed.
 Typically, the first thing they 
do is inspect the locker rooms and 
hallways for cleanliness. The pre-
class ritual has been going on so 
long that is has almost become a 
joke for the women, were it not 
so frustrating as well.
 Is the large hairball still in 
the shower?
 Is that brown smudge of 
“something” still on the lockers?
 Will there be toilet paper in 
the stalls that day, or as is usually 
the case, not?
 Swimming, in fact, has become 
the last thing on their minds as 
they put on wet suits and tennis 
shoes to protect themselves from 
the increasingly dirty water and 
rough surfaces in the pool. The 
conditions have been an ongoing 
issue for the women and others 
using the Pool and the Center, 
run by the Boston Center for 
Youth and Families (BCYF) and 
the Boston Public Schools (BPS). 
For years now, they said, they’ve 
been complaining, but only re-
cently when the Gazette began 

By Seth DanieL

 When Phyllis Petruzzelli and 
many of the other female swim-
mers that utilize the Hennigan 
Pool and Community Center on 
Heath Street come to partici-
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By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council Public Service Com-
mittee met virtually on September 
8, where it heard and approved 
two requests from local business 
owners.

7 BURROUGHS ST.
The first proposal was from 

Nicole Gunn, owner of Cada Dia 
Nutrition, who wants to open a 
healthy smoothie and tea shop at 
7 Burroughs Ave. with operating 
hours of 6:00am to 6:00pm.

Gunn explained that in Febru-
ary, she and her business partner 
opened On The Edge Nutrition, 
or OTEN, in South Boston, which 
offers energizing tea, smoothies, 
and other pre and post workout 
products. She said that the con-
cept “worked so well in South 
Boston” that she wanted to open 
her own nutrition club in Jamaica 
Plain, a place she said she is very 
familiar with, as she used to live 
in the neighborhood and still has 
connections with neighbors. 

“Cada Dia” means “every day” 
in Spanish, so she said she wants 
to bring healthy beverages to the 
JP community with her own ver-
sion of the concept. She is the 
sole owner of the location. Her 
smoothies are powder-based and 
are blended with water and ice 
only. No dairy products or dairy 
substitutes will be used on the 
premises. The teas are instant 
herbal teas mixed with flavor-
ing and coloring that dissolve in 
water.

She said that many of the or-

ders at the South End location are 
done online, and then people come 
to pick up their drink. 

“Each place we plan to open up 
is going to be themed different,” 
Gunn said. “OTEN caters to the 
younger crowd,” while her vision 
for Cada Dia is “cultural” and 
“inclusive,” she said.  

She said she plans on having 
six seats inside the cafe and no 
outdoor seating. She said that 
especially with COVID-19 restric-
tions, people generally come to get 
their order and leave quickly and 
she does not anticipate lingering 
at the location. “The takeout mod-
el works perfect,” she said. 

Gunn said she does not believe 
that Cada Dia would be a compet-
itor with nearby Carrot Flower or 
Juicygreens, as they sell different 
types of products.

She said she would probably 
just place a decal on the windows 
and the door identifying the shop, 
and as of right now isn’t really con-
sidering putting signage directly 
on the building. She is also figur-
ing out how she can accommodate 
dog owners with an outdoor water 
bowl and a potential place to tie up 
dogs outside while people run in 
to grab their drinks. She said she 
will look into offering the menu 
descriptions in both Spanish and 
English, but many of the products 
will already have names in other 
languages, such as Papiamento, 
which is an homage to Gunn’s 
Aruban heritage. 

JP resident Peter Elmuts said 
that this proposal “sounds great” 
and welcomed Gunn’s business to 

JP.  Another neighbor praised the 
fact that Gunn is an independent 
business owner. 

She is looking to open the shop 
by the end of September, and she 
said she is trying to figure out how 
to have a socially distanced grand 
opening. 

The Committee recommended 
approval of the request for a 7-day 
common victualler license with 
the hours of 6:00am to 8:00pm.

264 HYDE PARK AVE.
Ernis De Los Santos, owner 

of Mangú Dominican Bistro at 
264 Hyde Park Ave., requested a 
change in hours at his location. 
Currently, his 7-day common vict-
ualler license allows him to oper-
ate from 8:00am to 9:00pm, but he 
would like to extend those hours 
to be open until 1:00am in order 
to try and drum up more business 
to stay afloat as the COVID-19 
pandemic continues.

He said that the restaurant, 
which has been in business since 
late 2017, is “facing tough times 
now,” as the restaurant was 
closed for four months beginning 
in March to protect the health of 
employees and customers. 

He said the main reason for 
wanting to expand the hours is 
because “we have the potential to 
increase sales at night” using food 
delivery services such as Grub-
Hub, DoorDash, and Uber Eats. 

“We’re trying to extend our 
hours to increase our sales to keep 
the business open,” he said. “The 
purpose is only for take out.” He 
stressed that he does not want to 
extend the hours for dine in. The 

restaurant does not serve alcohol, 
and De Los Santos said he does 
not anticipate a lot of noise or peo-
ple gathering near the restaurant.

He said there are two hour 
parking spots in the front and on 
the side of the building, as well 
as a lot across the street by the 
laundromat with parking spaces.

There were several comments 
in favor and against the exten-
sion to 1:00am. Some residents 
were concerned about parking and 
about the potential for people to 
sit in their cars with loud music 
blaring while they eat their food. 
Others were concerned about traf-
fic and availability of parking as 
well. 

“This is something that we’re 
going to try,” De Los Santos said. 
“I’m trying to be positive that 
we’re not going to have any is-
sues.” He said he will ensure that 
no noise is created because of the 
extension in hours.

Neighbor Rob Langevin had 
concerns surrounding the propos-
al. He said that other businesses 
in the area are not open that 
late, and he wondered if De Los 
Santos would be “really gaining 
that much by staying open those 
two to three extra hours.” He said 
it would be “hard to avoid an in-
crease in noise” with the restau-
rant being open that late. He said 
he would support the business 
staying open until 10:00pm rather 
than 9:00pm “during COVID as 
long as the pandemic continues,” 

but “I think 1:00am is too late for 
the neighborhood,” he said.

De Los Santos stressed that 
this would be a pilot to see how it 
would turn out, and said that if a 
significant amount of business is 
not drawn from having the later 
hours, then he would close earlier 
again.

Other neighbors said they were 
strongly in favor of the later hours 
and would appreciate being able 
to get food later on in the night. 

Committee member Omer 
Hecht said that “unfortunately, 
we all live in the city; this is part 
of the deal. There are businesses 
here that are open until 1am.” 
He said that they could demand 
of De Los Santos that a manager 
is always in charge and that a 
phone number is available to the 
community for neighbors to call 
with any complaints.

De Los Santos said that he 
has no problem sharing his cell 
phone number with the neigh-
borhood, and people can also call 
the restaurant number with any 
complaints.

Another suggestion was made 
for a midnight closing rather than 
a 1:00am closing, but after further 
discussion the Committee voted 
seven to one to approve of the 
1:00am closing time for takeout 
and delivery only.

“If you guys see an issue, you’re 
more than welcome to let me 
know,” De Los Santos said.
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restrictions!

• Private bedrooms with full bath
• 24-hour personal care assistance
• Medication administration
• 3 Home-style meals daily
• Laundry and housekeeping services
• Leisure and wellness activities
• Lovely common areas
• 100% accessible

Since 1901

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain
www.MountPleasantHome.org

617-522-7600

JPNC Public Service Committee approves two requests from business owners

WOMAN FOUND IN 
FRANKLIN PARK 
CONSIDERED A 
HOMICIDE

Investigation Update: At about 
2:47 p.m. on Sunday, June 14, 
officers assigned to District B-2 
(Roxbury) responded to a radio 
call for a found body in the area 
of 17 Jewish War Veterans Drive 
at Franklin Park. Upon arrival, 
officers were directed to a wood-
ed area where they observed the 
body of a female victim who was 
declared nonviable at the scene. 
The victim’s death has since been 
ruled a homicide by the Office of 
the Chief Medical Examiner. The 
victim has been identified as Les-
lie Atkins, 52, of Springfield.

The Boston Police Department 
is actively reviewing the facts and 
circumstances surrounding this 
incident and is asking anyone with 

information relative to this inves-
tigation to contact Boston Police 
Homicide Detectives at (617) 343-
4470.    

FISHERMEN FIND GUN 
IN FRANKLIN PARK

At 7:42 p.m. on Saturday, Au-
gust 29, officers assigned to Dis-
trict B-2 (Roxbury) responded to 
a radio call for a found firearm at 
102 Jewish War Veterans Drive, 
Jamaica Plain.

Upon arrival, an officer met 
with Park Rangers and two con-
cerned parties on a bridge behind 
the Lemuel Shattuck Hospital. 
The callers stated that they were 
magnet fishing off the bridge when 
their magnet made contact with 
something heavy. Upon removal, 
they discovered that they recov-
ered a firearm. The firearm, a black 
snub nose revolver, was loaded and 

covered in muddy gunk. Due to the 
mud, the make and model were not 
immediately identified. Firearm 
turned over to the Ballistics Unit 
for further investigation.

SHOTS FIRED CALL IN 
JP NETS ILLEGAL GUN

At about 4:43 p.m. on Saturday 
Aug. 22, officers assigned to Dis-
trict E-13 (Jamaica Plain) recov-
ered a partially loaded 9mm Smith 
& Wesson after responding to a 
call for shots fired in the area of 
11 Woodlawn St. in Jamaica Plain. 
The recovered firearm, which had 
previously been reported stolen 
out of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
has since been turned over to the 
BPD Firearms Analysis Unit for 
processing. District detectives are 
continuing their investigation into 
this incident.

Police Briefs
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A New Hampshire-based busi-
ness has made a civil forfeiture 
payment of $75,000 to the Mas-
sachusetts general fund to resolve 
an investigation into prohibited 
contributions to candidates, ac-
cording to a disposition agreement 
between OCPF and the company. 

Select Demo, a speciality con-
tracting company, made $21,000 
in prohibited corporate contribu-
tions to two candidates in 2019 by 
reimbursing employees for their 
contributions, according to the 

disposition agreement. 
OCPF began an investigation 

after an initial review of campaign 
finance reports filed by Boston 
Mayor Martin Walsh and Boston 
City Councilor Michael Flaherty. 
Based on a review of bank records 
and other information obtained by 
OCPF, the office determined that 
several Select Demo employees, as 
well as other individuals affiliated 
with the company, deposited funds 
from the business into their per-
sonal checking accounts shortly 

before or after making contribu-
tions to candidates. 

The specific transactions oc-
curred in late 2019. 

In early December, 20 Select 
Demo employees and others af-
filiated with the company made 
$1,000 contributions to Walsh’s 
committee. Select Demo issued 
$1,000 checks as reimbursements 
to each contributor in December. 

Three months earlier, in Sep-
tember, one Select Demo employee 
made a $1,000 contribution to 

Flaherty. The employee was then 
reimbursed by the company with 
corporate funds. 

The campaign finance law pro-
hibits contributions to candidates 
from corporations, and prohib-
its disguising the true source of 
funds. 

Select Demo also agreed to re-
quire campaign finance training 
for each employee. 

The Flaherty and Walsh com-
mittees, which were not aware 
of the alleged violations, are re-

quired to disgorge the prohibited 
funds. 

The disposition agree-
ment, available here, was signed 
by Ryan Denver, Select Demo’s 
president, and Michael Sullivan, 
OCPF’s director pro tem. 

A disposition agreement is a 
voluntary written agreement en-
tered into between the subject 
of a review and OCPF, in which 
the subject agrees to take certain 
specific actions. 

Company pays $75,000 to resolve investigation into prohibited contributions to Boston office-holders

By Seth Daniel

One long-time Jamaica Plain 
resident has announced this 
month she will be mounting a 
campaign for the District 6 City 
Council seat to be voted on in the 
2021 City Election.

Kendra Hicks confirmed this 
week she will be running against 
Councilor Matt O’Malley, of Ro-
slindale, who was re-elected 
in 2019 in an unopposed race 
and has served 10 years on the 
Council. She has already started 
a website and a social media 
presence, and said her campaign 
team would begin pushing out 
much more information in later 
this month.

“Kendra has been shaped by 
her community,” read her bio 
on the campaign site. “And she 
has, in return, helped shape its 
long history of fighting for what’s 

right. Whether it be organizing 
against a highway, fending off 
the construction of a Kmart, or 
calling for the city to prioritize 
Youth First in Jackson Square, 
the story of District 6 is the 
story of ordinary people coming 
together to make their neighbor-
hoods better for everyone. Kend-
ra Hicks is a part of that story.”

According to her website, 
Hicks is a proud first-genera-
tion Black Dominican woman, a 
mother, a wife, and artist. Born in 
the Bronx to a working-class, im-
migrant mother, she wrote that 
her family relocated to Jamaica 
Plain in 1990 and she has since 
called it home.

At 13, she wrote, her curiosi-
ty about, and desire for a more 
equitable world, was supported 
by the Jamaica Plain artistic 
and activist institutions, Spon-
taneous Celebrations, and Hyde 

Square Task Force. She partic-
ipated at Wake Up the Earth 
Festival, where she learned of 
Jamaica Plain’s people-powered, 
art-filled battle to stop a high-
way from cutting through their 
neighborhoods. Among the art 
encouraging young people to ex-
press their stories, she found her 
calling to become a community 
organizer, artist, and a champion 
for her community. As a first-
year high school student, Kendra 
co-founded and later became the 
director of the influential and 
celebrated “by-youth, for-youth” 
organization Beantown Society. 
At the age of 19, Hicks became 
one of a handful of women and 
the youngest in the city to pro-
vide trauma-informed support to 
young people as a StreetWorker 
with the StreetSafe Boston Ini-
tiative.

For the last five years, Kendra 

has been the Director of Radical 
Philanthropy at the historic Bos-
ton-based organization Resist. 

Resist was founded by world-re-
nowned activist Noam Chomsky 
just over 50 years ago.

JP’s Kendra Hicks announces bid for District 6 City Council seat next year

JP resident Kendra Hicks confirmed this week she would be 
running for the District 6 City Council seat in the 2021 City 
Election. She said she came to JP from the Bronx in 1990, 
grew up in the neighborhood, and is now raising her own 
family here.
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LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF

PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
A GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT
TO G.L. c. 190B,
§5-304
Docket No. 
SU20P1484GD
In the matter of: 
Clinton Forbes
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated
Person
Of: Jamaica Plain, MA
To the named Respondent and all 
other interested persons, a petition 
has been filed by Mass. Dept. Of 
Mental Health of Westborough, 
MA in the above captioned matter 
alleging Clinton Forbes is in need 
of a Guardian and requesting that 
Brenton Forbes of Boston, MA and 
Leonie Forbes-Sanderson of Roslin-
dale, MA (or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as Guardian to 
serve on the bond.
The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appointment 
of a Guardian is necessary, and that 
the proposed Guardian is appropri-
ate. The petition is on file with this 
court and may contain a request for 
certain specific authority. 
You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this court on 
or before 10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 10/01/2020. This day is 
NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file the 
written appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to file the 
written appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice to 
you. In addition to filing the written 
appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds of 

your objection within 30 days after 
the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may 
limit or completely take away the 
above-named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, one 
may be appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 20, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

9/11/20
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114
(617)788-8300
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU20C0167CA
In the matter of:
Elizabeth Ann
Abdullah
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by Elizabeth Ann 
Abdullah of Jamaica Plain, MA 
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to:
Elizabeth Ann Temple
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing 
an appearance at: Suffolk Probate 
and Family Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/01/2020. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance if you object to 
this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 01, 2020

Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

9/11/20
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU20P1436EA
Estate of:
Eloise Winfred
Gross
Date of Death:
06/22/2020
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by 
Vonda Gross of Jamaica Plain, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Vonda Gross of Jamaica Plain, MA be 
appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain a copy 
of the Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection at 
this Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 10/05/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection 
if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return day, 

action may be taken without further 
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION UN-
DER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file 
an inventory or annual accounts with 
the Court. Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration directly from 
the Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and expenses 
of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 24, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

9/11/20
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114
(617)788-8300
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU20C0208CA
In the matter of:
Jamessa Renee
Hagan
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by Jamessa Renee 
Hagan of Jamaica Plain, MA request-
ing that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:
Jamessa Cooper
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing 
an appearance at: Suffolk Probate 
and Family Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 09/21/2020. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance if you object to 
this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 31, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

9/11/20
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
APPOINTMENT OF
SUCCESSOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
Docket No.
SU471892
Estate of:
Josephine B.
Terranova
Date of Death:
11/05/1971
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by: Nancy 
C. Allen of Boston, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order that Nancy C. Allen of Bos-
ton, MA be appointed as Successor 
Personal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety on 
the bond and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
You have the right to obtain a copy 
of the Petition or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before 10:00 
a.m. on 09/22/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection 
if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection followed 
by an Affidavit of Objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return date, 

action may be taken without further 
notice to you.
The estate is being administered 
under formal procedure by the 
Personal Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the Court, 
but recipients are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration from 
the Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, including 
distribution of assets and expenses 
of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 11, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

9/11/20
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
Docket No.
SU20C0258CA
In the matter of:
Roseanne Catherine Strott
A Petition to Change Name of 
Adult has been filed by Roseanne 
Catherine Strott of Jamaica Plain, 
MA requesting that the court enter a 
Raleigh Rose Strott
Important Notice
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing 
an appearance at: Suffolk Probate 
and Family Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/08/2020. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance if you object to 
this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: September 02, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

9/11/20
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION
NOTICE
Docket No.
SU20P0954EA
Estate of:
Beryl Eversleigh
Smith
Also Known As:
Beryl S. Bradshaw
Date of Death:
April 28, 2020
To all persons interested in the 
above captioned estate by Petition 
of Petitioner Elliott J. Bradshaw of 
Somerville, MA.
A Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.
Elliott J. Bradshaw of Somerville, 
MA has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety on 
the bond.
The estate is being administered 
under informal procedure by the 
Personal Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or 
restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under 
informal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner.

9/11/20
JP

Dorothy F. Connell, 96, of Ro-
slindale, formerly of Jamaica 
Plain, passed away on August 23.

A retired Lunch Hour Monitor 
at the Mozart School in Roslin-
dale, she was an avid Red Sox 
and Bruins fan.

The beloved wife of the late 
Michael J. Connell Jr., she was 
the loving mother of James Con-
nell of Norwood, Leo Connell of 
Roslindale, Jane Bielenda and 
her husband, Thomas, of West 
Roxbury and the late Joseph Con-

nell. Sister of the late William 
Kerrigan, Mary Reardon Hop-
kins and her twin sister of Edith 
Beck, mother-in-law of Judy Con-
nell of Randolph grandmother of 
Stephanie, David, Jeremiah and 
Danielle and great-grandmother 
of Erik, Josiah, Declan, Ohana, 
Caden and Josephine.

Special thank you to Herta 
Jean and the staff of VNA Hos-
pice and Palliative Care for the 
wonderful care they provided to 
Dorothy.

While respecting social dis-
tancing guidelines, a Funer-
al Mass was celebrated at St. 
John Chrysostom Church, 4750 
Washington St., West Roxbury, on 
Thursday, August 27. Interment 
was at St. Joseph Cemetery.  In 
lieu of flowers, donations in her 
memory may be made to VNA 
Care, Fund Development Office, 
199 Rosewood Drive, Suite 180, 
Danvers, MA 01923. For guest-
book condolences, please visit 
www.bradyfallon.com

OBITUARIES

Dorothy Connell
Retired School Lunch Hour Monitor

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588



22 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   SEPTEMBER 11, 2020

By mayor martin J. WalSh anD 
SuPerintenDent BrenDa caSSelliuS

 
From the beginning of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, keeping 
Boston’s families safe, healthy, 
and equitably supported has 
been our top priority. That’s why 
we made the tough but necessary 
decision to close Boston Public 
Schools buildings in March. In 
a matter of days, we began dis-
tributing Chromebooks and WiFi 
hotspots to students, we set up 
meal sites to continue feeding 
tens of thousands of students 
and families, and we transitioned 
to fully remote learning. It was 
an all-hands-on-deck effort, and 
one we kept up while planning 
the upcoming school year.

We are still facing uncertainty 
from coronavirus, but the values 
that guide us are unchanged. 
Our plans for the upcoming 
school year put health, safety, 
and the needs of our most vul-
nerable students at the center 
of our plans.

After conducting an equity 
analysis and incorporating the 
feedback of thousands of stake-
holders, we have decided to move 
forward with a cautious, respon-
sible, phased-in hybrid model for 
the school year. In the optional 
hybrid model, students learn at 
home three days a week and 
attend school in-person two days 
a week.

This is our plan:
•We pushed the first day of 

school back to September 21, to 
give schools and teachers extra 
time to prepare. 

•On September 21, all stu-
dents will start with all-remote 
learning. 

•No sooner than October 1, 
the option of hybrid learning 
will begin for students with the 
highest needs. 

•No sooner than October 15, 
optional hybrid learning may 
begin for the three grades of 
kindergarten: K0, K1, and K2. 

•No sooner than October 22, 
opt-in hybrid learning may begin 
for grades 1-3. 

•No sooner than November 5, 
opt-in hybrid learning may begin 
for grades 4-8. That will include 
grades 6-8 in the high schools 
that include those grades. 

•And no sooner than Novem-
ber 16, opt-in hybrid learning 
may begin for grades 9-12. 

In every step, families have 
the choice of whether to opt in 
to hybrid learning or stay fully 
remote. BPS is surveying fami-
lies about their learning environ-
ment and transportation prefer-
ences for the fall. We know that 
many families want and need 
their children to be in school, 
but many other families are not 
yet comfortable with in-person 
learning. That’s why we are hon-
oring family choice.

We’ve learned a lot from the 
spring remote learning period. 
This plan is an opportunity to 
make remote learning more ro-
bust, inclusive, and creative. We 
are expanding technology and 
internet access; creating new 
outreach and support plans for 
families; developing s o l u t i o n s 
for special education students 
and English learners; and 
talking with childcare providers.

We have also spent months 
preparing our school buildings 
and training staff to protect stu-
dents’ and teachers’ health. We 
are working with school leaders 
and facilities professionals to 
make sure every school is safe 
and in compliance with DESE 
recommendations. We will not 
send students, teachers, or staff 
into buildings that are not safe.

We are focusing on equity 
and meeting the needs of our 
students. Our plan responds to 
the significant opportunity gaps 
facing students from low-income 
households, students of color, im-
migrants, and English language 
learners. Many parents are es-
sential workers who must return 
to work, and cannot leave their 
young children home alone. For 
these families, opportunity gaps 
grow with every day students are 
out of school. It’s also important 
to remember that school is about 

editorial

oP-ed

Our fall school plans are guided by health, 
safety, and equity

Continued on page 23

Do not litter your masks
For those of us who take note of the problem of litter (and who often 

bring along a bag to pick up litter when we are walking along a beach), 
we are accustomed to the plethora of styrofoam cups and single-use 
plastic bottles that have been discarded carelessly by our fellow citizens, 
some of whom seem to treat the environment as their personal trash bin.

But in the past few months we have noticed a new kind of litter that 
has become prevalent along our roads and on our beaches: Discarded 
face masks.

The masks that comprise most of the littering problem are the 
light-blue, layered masks with elastic bands for the ears. These are 
lightweight, single-use masks that blow easily in the wind and often 
end up along the shoreline and eventually in our waterways.

If the stuff that comprises litter is representative of our disposable 
society, then it is a good thing to see that people are using face masks, 
an indication that we are heeding public health warnings about the 
best way to prevent the spread of Covid-19.

However, being a good citizen in that regard does not absolve 
mask-users of the obligation to dispose of their masks properly, let alone 
give them the right to toss them onto public property.

So please be sure to toss those masks into a trash-bin -- that’s as 
simple as it gets.

College sports has 
serious risks for athletes

When President Trump was in New Hampshire for a campaign rally 
two weeks ago, he implored the Big 10 athletic directors to reconsider 
their recent decision to postpone their college football season from fall 
until the spring.

“Big Ten, get with it! Open up your season, Big Ten. These are young 
strong guys – they’re not gonna’ be affected by the virus…These are 
big, strong guys. They will be just fine,” Trump said.

However, as with so many comments made by Trump these past 
seven months concerning the coronavirus, the reality is the opposite of 
Trump’s pronouncements.

At least 10 Big 10 football players have been diagnosed with myo-
carditis, a viral infection of the heart muscle caused by a Covid-19 
infection. This is the same condition that has afflicted Red Sox star 
starting pitcher Eduardo Rodriguez, who contracted Covid-19 on August 
1 and who now suffers from myocarditis, forcing him to end his season.

Rodriguez is 27 years old and was an otherwise healthy young man 
who won 19 games for the Sox in 2019. However, the virus invaded his 
heart, as it has with so many others who have contracted this dreaded 
disease, and forced him to rest and recuperate.

We are learning more and more every day about the damage that 
Covid-19 does to just about every human organ, but one thing that has 
become clear is that the heart muscle is a favorite site for it to attack. A 
recent study in Germany showed that of 100 otherwise-healthy persons 
under the age of 49, 76 percent suffered damage consistent with the 
effects of a heart attack.

Another study recently demonstrated that there are certain, long-
stringed cells unique to the heart that the virus attacks, chopping them 
up into tiny pieces. It is not clear whether the heart can repair this 
damage or whether it is permanent.

Further, as to football players in particular, while it may be true, as 
Trump proclaimed, that as a group they are “big strong guys,” many 
of them are, to put it bluntly, grossly obese, weighing upwards of 350 
pounds if they are linemen.

One thing we definitely know about the virus is that the single-big-
gest risk factor for a serious outcome from Covid-19 is being overweight 
-- and that would seem to place many college football players at serious 
jeopardy if they contract the disease.

If college football can put into place procedures that isolate football 
players from their campuses (where Covid-19 has been running wild 
in some places since schools reopened), then perhaps football can be 
played without risk to the young athletes.

But to encourage them to play as things stand now is simply reckless 
behavior that places them in jeopardy of serious, lifelong consequences 
affecting their health.
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much more than learning. For 
many students, it’s their place 
of safety, support, and social de-
velopment.

Supporting students with spe-
cial needs is a big focus of this 
plan. We are prioritizing high 
needs special education students 
by giving them the option of 
in-person learning, up to four 
days per week, starting October 
1. This is the right thing to do. 
We are committed to meeting the 

requirements of every student’s 
Individualized Education Pro-
gram (IEP).

We need to keep our communi-
ties safe, get kids back to school, 
and provide quality education. 
That’s what this plan makes pos-
sible. At every step, we will follow 
public health data. Every family 
will have the choice about when 
to send their children into school 
buildings. And we will continue 
the work that began long before 
COVID-19: to close opportunity 
and achievement gaps, and give 
every single child the quality 
education that they deserve. 

We are deeply grateful to all of 
the teachers, school leaders, staff, 
families, students, and public 
health experts who lent their 
time and expertise, and helped 
us consider all aspects of our 
plan. This is the most difficult 
chapter in our city’s recent his-
tory, and time and time again 
the Boston community rises to 
the challenge with solidarity and 
compassion. 

To see the full BPS reopening 
plan, and for more information 
about how to submit feedback, 
visit bostonpublicschools.org/
reopening.

PLEASE WRITE…
The Gazette welcomes letters to the  editor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: 

Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publication. 
Letters  may be emailed to letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. Please 
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SERVICES

David at kNURD on Kall:com 
can help with PC computers, net-
works, audio/video/multimedia, 
phone solutions. $Reasonable$. 
House calls. 617-676-5676 or 617-
522-6090.  

JP Guitar Studio - Classical, 
Acoustic and Rock Guitar Les-
sons by Erik Puslys.  Over 20 
years teaching experience. Spe-
cial: Five lessons for the price of 
four.   Info: www.jamaicaplain-
guitarstudio.com  617-306-3208

GUITAR LESSONS

—— Classifieds ——

CLASSIFIED INFO:

Fax your ad to 617-524-3921 or mail it to Gazette Publications, Inc., 

PO. Box 301119, JP, MA 02130. Or e-mail it to classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. 
For more info. call 617-524-2626, ext. 225.

Letters

Keep families connected: 
No Cost Phone Calls 

in Prisons

Op-Ed
Continued from page 18

Dear Editor:
It is imperative for Massachu-

setts State legislators to pass No 
Cost Calls legislation (S2846) 
this session. This bill removes 
the cost barrier to phone calls 
for incarcerated people and their 
families. This bill is common 
sense, pro-family legislation that 
improves material conditions 
and social-emotional wellness 
for incarcerated people and their 
loved ones. This is vital to help-
ing people heal from trauma and 
keeping our communities safe. 
Many prison facilities through-
out Massachusetts are already 
planning to roll back or elimi-
nate the free calls provided to 
prisoners during the pandem-
ic, even while families are still 
struggling with unemployment 

and financial insecurity. This is 
a racial justice issue and an eco-
nomic justice issue. According 
to Families for Justice as Heal-
ing’s findings from the Listening 
Tour conducted with 150 wom-
en impacted by incarceration in 
MA, about 25% of families with 
incarcerated loved ones pay over 
$100 a month for prison phone 
calls. This is a tremendous bur-
den considering that almost half 
of these families are struggling 
to survive on annual incomes of 
less than $25,000. 

I hope the State legislators in 
Boston and across the state pass 
this legislation. And that their 
constituents keep their feet to 
the fire on this important issue. 

Eliza Kaplan

Dear Editors:  
We are dismayed that the Aug. 

28 Gazette chose to publish the 
report, “USPS Board of Gover-
nors announced bipartisan elec-
tion mail committee.”  (p. 14) This 
“staff report” (no byline) reads 
more like a press release.  The 
person or people who wrote this 
didn’t practice due diligence.  

*The writers didn’t provide 
the source of their information 
(from USPS website?), as did an-
other staff report about Massa-
chusetts jobs and unemployment 
on p. 16. 

*The piece provided the names 
of only three people (only Board 
of Governors members) on the 
bipartisan election mail commit-
tee, not giving total number of 
Republicans and Democrats.

*The report states that “Post-
master General Luis DeJoy has 
the full support of the Gover-
nors.”  Of course he does.  Of the 

9 possible members, 5/6 of USPS 
Board of Governors are Republi-
can (the sole Democrat is Ron A. 
Bloom) and all 5 were appoint-
ed by Trump with confirmation 
from Mitch McConnell’s  Senate.   
The Board of Governors’ job is 
to choose the Postmaster Gen-
eral, in this case, recommended 
by Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin.  

 In March 2015 Obama nom-
inated 5 men to the Board of 
Governors, 3 Democrats and 2 
Republicans.  As with Supreme 
Court nominee Merrick Garland, 
Mitch McConnell decided not to 
bring these nominations to Sen-
ate vote until after the 2016 
election, assuming that Trump 
would win.

* Report didn’t address the 
fact that August Congressional 
hearings in both the Senate and 
the House revealed that Louis 
DeJoy had conflicts of interest 

because of his transportation 
company XPO Logistics had pre-
vious relationship with USPS 
and still does.    And William D. 
Zollars, CEO of a large global 
transportation service, was the 
last Governor appointed on July 
18.  He is being investigated by 
the Dept. of Justice for fraud 
involving his freight company’s 
relationship with the Pentagon. 

According to the Washington 
Post and Forbes magazine, Dem-
ocrats leaders in the House and 
Senate are on record as saying 
that they don’t trust what DeJoy 
and his Board of Director say.

Journalism’s first obligation 
is to the truth.   Truth would 
have best been served by never 
publishing this so-called “report.”  
in the first place.

laura FonEr , 
MaurEEn o’Connor,

Fran pErKins

Journalism’s first obligation 
is to the truth
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