
By Seth Daniel

The Exam School Admissions 
Criteria Working Group has re-
leased the most accurate simula-
tion of available seats per neigh-
borhood under the new, one-year 
admissions policy – a simulation 
shows that while some neighbor-
hoods would gain many seats, 
JP would lose approximately 16 
seats, or 21 percent, from last 
year’s allotment.

The Working Group had been 
meeting extensively over the 
summer about what to do with 
the Exam School admissions to 
Boston Latin School, Boston Lat-
in Academy and O’Bryant School 
of Math & Science in the era of 
COVID-19. Last fall, they recom-

mended cancelling the tradition-
al admissions test for next year’s 
incoming class, and implement-
ing a system that allocated seats 
by zip code based on student 
population in that zip code.

“The continued goal of the 
Working Group was to identify 
opportunities to ensure more eq-
uitable access to the three exam 
schools, so each school’s enroll-
ment would more closely reflect 
the district’s overall enrollment,” 
read a memo from the Working 
Group presented last week. 

“There are predicted changes 
in neighborhoods across the city, 
with some seeing an increase 
in enrollment, while others will 
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By lauren Bennett

 Jamaica Plain’s Mount Pleas-
ant Home was among the first 
residential care homes in the 
state to vaccinate its residents 
and staff at a clinic on January 
13.
 The facility was founded in 
1901 as “an independent nonprof-
it residential care home serving 
seniors age 62 and older,” accord-
ing to Mount Pleasant Home, and 
has a capacity of 60 units.
 Mount Pleasant Home Ex-
ecutive Director Kathy Seaman 

wrote that the facility has “tak-
en extraordinary steps since the 
beginning of the pandemic to 
prevent the spread of infection, 
including limiting visits, halt-
ing community dining and group 
activities, sanitizing surfaces 
frequently, and screening staff 
and residents for symptoms of 
COVID-19.” 
 Mount Pleasant Home worked 
with CVS Health to administer 
the vaccine to more than 80 staff 
and residents, and those folks 
will be receiving their second 
vaccination on February 3, with 

an additional clinic scheduled for 
February 24. 
 Seaman told the Gazette that 
a “dry run” was done ahead of last 
week’s clinic to ensure it would be 
a smooth process.
 “Residents were very excited 
to be able to be some of the first 
in rest homes in Massachusetts 
to receive the vaccine,” she said. 
“We made it a very celebratory 
experience.”
 She said that there was a bal-
loon arch and a selfie banner so 

Residents, staff of Mount Pleasant Home, Goddard House receive COVID-19 vaccine 

Goddard House resident Elaine Seibert flashes the thumbs up 
as shes poses in front of the “I got my COVID-19 Vaccine” board.

Continued on page 5

Mount Pleasant Home, Goddard House reciben vacunas
By lauren Bennett

 Mount Pleasant Home en Ja-
maica Plain fue una de las prim-
eras residencias de ancianos en 
el estado en vacunar a sus resi-
dentes y personal el 13 de enero. 
La residencia atiende a personas 
mayores de 62 años y alberga 60 
unidades.
 La directora ejecutiva Kathy 

Seaman escribió que la residencia 
ha tomado medidas para prevenir 
la infección, incluida la limitación 
de visitas, la interrupción de las 
comidas comunitarias y las activ-
idades grupales, la desinfección 
de superficies y la detección de 
síntomas.
 Mount Pleasant Home trabajó 
con CVS Health para administrar 
la vacuna a más de 80 empleados 

y residentes. Recibirán la segun-
da dosis el 3 de febrero.
 “Los residentes estaban muy 
emocionados de ser los primeros 
en recibir la vacuna”, dijo Sea-
man. “Lo convertimos en una ex-
periencia de celebración”.
 Añadió que había un arco de 
globos para que los residentes 

Continued on page 5

JP would lose 16 seats under the 
new Exam School Admissions formula

By Seth Daniel

Council President Kim Janey 
appears to be about ready to 
make history in becoming Act-
ing Mayor of the city – thus also 
becoming the first African Amer-
ican mayor of Boston.

Janey, who represents neigh-
boring Roxbury and parts of the 
South End, said in a statement 
she would be ready to take the 

reins if Mayor Martin Walsh were 
confirmed.

“I want to start by congratu-
lating Mayor Walsh on his nom-
ination for U.S. Secretary of La-
bor,” she said. “His deep love for 
the City, and his dedication to 
working people and good jobs, 
have left a remarkable impact, 
and his legacy will show that 

Council President Janey starting transition to Acting Mayor

Council President Kim Janey.
Continued on page 10

The First Dose
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see a decline,” read the memo. 
“The Working Group made its 
recommendation for this model 
after reviewing other simula-
tions. While there has been a 
discussion of adding priority for 
current BPS students, the School 
Committee ultimately decided 
that all Boston students - from 
BPS or other schools - should be 
considered equally for the next 
round of admissions.”

That round of admissions has 
already started and 6th grad-
ers, incoming 7th graders, to the 
three schools have enrolled and 
are now being considered if they 
meet the new criteria. There 
are no seats available this year, 
incidentally, for incoming 9th 
graders.

At issue now is how many 
seats will be available in the 
three schools for qualifying chil-
dren under the new process. 
Many simulations were batted 
around over the past months, 
but the Working Group did de-
cide on a simulation that was 
presented last week to the School 
Committee.

In that simulation, JP would 
be allotted 61 seats for next year, 
after having had 77 seats last 
year. That is a reduction of ap-
proximately 21 percent over last 
year, which was a typical year 

similar to the numbers from pre-
vious years.

That seems to be about the 
middle of the pack for neighbor-
hoods that have lost seats over 
last year, with JP being most like 
Charlestown, which lost 17 seats. 
Chinatown last 58 percent of its 
seats, or 10 seats. West Roxbury 
had the biggest loss, losing 57 
seats or 43 percent over last 
year. Roslindale lost 25 seats, or 
26 percent, of the seats allotted 
there last year.

Meanwhile, areas like 
Dorchester Center increased 
its number of seats by 39, or 
46 percent. Roxbury/Dorchester 
zip code 02121 gained 51 seats, 
which was a 189 percent in-
crease. Mattapan also gained 38 
seats, or a 190 percent increase.

The Working Group indicated 
it requested multiple simulations 
in their review to understand the 
impacts of the proposal. Howev-
er, there was no way to run a full 
simulation due to the constraints 
of information. The simulations 
indicated the following informa-
tion was available:

•Changes to SY20-21 invi-
tations for all SY19-20 actual 
applicants (BPS and non-BPS) 
using GPA (last year spring + 1st 
two terms of the current year) 
and ISEE scores (the district’s 
previous exam provider).

•Changes to SY20-21 invita-
tions for all BPS students using 
other available data sources (e.g., 
grades prior to COVID).

ADVERTISE IN THE 
GAZETTE

For Rates and Information, 
Please Call 617-524-7662

Exam School
Continued from page 1
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•Potential invitations for 
SY21-22 for BPS students only.

However, what wasn’t avail-
able in this simulation was the 

following:
•Changes to SY20-21 invita-

tions for non-BPS students using 
data outside of GPA and ISEE 

scores.
•Exam scores if an exam was 

administered in Fall 2020.
•Student preferences for 

SY21-22.
The memo indicated the 

Working Group would continue 
to meet to advise on any per-
manent changes to the admis-
sions process beyond this year’s 
COVID-19 accommodations.

“The Working Group recom-
mended that they continue con-
vening to advise on permanent 
efforts to expand the applicant 
pool, making use of the new 
NWEA test and other factors,” 
read the memo. “This rationale 
is based on what can be learned 
from applying the recommenda-
tions to this year’s admissions 
and incorporating what the 
working group has learned in 
reviewing practices from other 
districts.”
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By Seth Daniel

As Boston Public Schools 
(BPS) Supt. Brenda Casselli-
us and Boston Teachers Union 
(BTU) President Jessica Tang 
announced on Monday, Jan. 11, 
an update to the timeline for 
re-opening school buildings to 
students, a prominent grass-
roots parent organization, that 
formed in Charlestown and has 
grown citywide, had its doubts 
about the sincerity of the plan.

Officials announced an update 
to the Memorandum of Agree-
ment (MOA) between the union 
and the district to extend key 
health, safety, and staffing proto-
cols to the future reopening of all 
school buildings for the remain-
der of the school year on Jan. 
11. That allowed a new timeline 
for a return to in-person, and 
hybrid in-person education in 
the schools. The timeline starts 
on Feb. with high-needs priority 
students, and concludes on April 
1 with the return of high school 
students. The detailed timeline 
is as follows:

•Monday, February 1: All stu-
dents who have qualified for high 
in-person priority*

•Monday, March 1 & Thurs-
day, March 4: Students in K0 
- Grade 3 (Group A & B)

•Monday, March 15 & Thurs-
day, March 18: Students in 
Grades 4 - 8 (Group A & B)

•Monday, March 29 & Thurs-
day, April 1: Students in Grades 
9 - 12 (Group A & B)

“The best learning environ-
ment for our students is in their 
classrooms, with their peers, un-
der the care of our educators and 
staff,” said Supt. Brenda Cassel-
lius. “This agreement charts the 
course for the rest of the school 
year and establishes a safe re-
turn to in-person learning for 
additional students and staff.”

The hybrid in-person learning 
model remains an opt-in process 
for parents and any parent can 
still choose to keep their stu-
dents all-remote and not return 
in-person.

However, Voices of BPS Fam-
ilies said they staged a protest 

at City Hall once again on Jan. 
12, and weren’t totally sold on 
the plan unveiled one day before 
Mayor Martin Walsh’s State of 
the City Address.

“I think we’re glad they finally 
said something, but it’s not spe-
cific enough,” said parent Corey 
Zehngebot. “We’ve been down 
that path before…The language 
is vague – things like ‘tenta-
tive’ and ‘pending public health 
numbers.’ That doesn’t provide 
a lot of assurance to families 
that the timeline will transpire 
as it is laid out. Frankly, the 
students should be in school be-
fore this timeline suggests. The 
overwhelming evidence is that 
school is safe and Gov. Baker’s 
announcement last week that 
pool testing is available now. 
We’re exhausted and parents all 
over the city are exhausted.”

Parent Erica Haydock said 
the youngest learners should be 
in school now, and getting them 
back starting on March 1 is just 
too far from now.

“The other thing to consid-
er is these are concrete dates 
and all, but it still means seven 
more weeks of remote learning 
for Kindergartners,” she said. 
“March 1 isn’t a long way away, 
but it is still seven weeks away. 
We think the timing of this is 
suspect given the State of the 
City Address (this week)…The 
plan seems like it was rolled 
out the door for the speech on 
Tuesday.”

Haydock said they are also 
worried that the change in lead-
ership will mean further delays 
as Mayor Walsh potentially 
leaves. While they said Council 
President Kim Janey has stood 
up for education, they are wor-
ried things could get lost in the 
shuffle.

“We’re worried that having 
this change in leadership could 
further delay the timeline,” she 
said.

Through the system-wide 
agreement, BPS, BTU, and the 
Boston Public Health Commis-
sion will be working collab-
oratively to take key building 
preparedness steps in order to 

BPS announces tentative schedule for reopening additional school buildings
further cultivate trust and codify 
our commitment to implement-
ing the same health and safety 
protocols currently in place at 
the 32 schools currently open 
across all school buildings, in-
cluding:

•limiting the number of stu-
dents and staff in a building at 
one time to ensure social dis-
tancing,

•instituting creative schedul-
ing and staffing, among other ap-
proaches on hybrid instruction,

•providing air purifiers into 
classrooms, offices and common 
areas or highest grade HVAC 

filters in schools with HVAC sys-
tems

•increasing air quality testing 
and reporting,

•Installing data loggers that 
provide daily air quality mea-
sures in our schools,

•delivering additional per-
sonal protective equipment to 
schools for students and staff, 

•offering access to free COVD-
19 testing for teachers on site or 
nearby their school, 

•expanding a pilot program 
for student COVID-19 testing, 
and 

•continuing to report all pos-

itive confirmed cases in schools 
to the school community and the 
public.

Students recognized as high 
in-person priority include: High 
needs/Level 4 students with dis-
abilities; English Learners who 
are EL levels 1 and 2; Students 
who are in the care of the Depart-
ment of Children and Families; 
Students who are experiencing 
homelessness; Students with 
limited or interrupted formal 
education; and Students iden-
tified by their school’s Student 
Support Team (SST) as requiring 
additional in-person schooling.

FIND US ONLINE: 
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With me
Through diagnosis
Through care

To wellness

Some people still whisper the word 
cancer, but we should speak up. Today, 
you can survive, even thrive, after cancer.

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute can help. 
They offer mammography screening, right 
in the community. And should you need it, 
they provide world-class cancer treatment.

They were with me through a diagnosis, 
through cancer care, and helped me stay 
well. And they can help you, too. Visit 
dana-farber.org/community to see how.

Every step of the way.

U.S. Army veteran Arnold Berry was the first individual to receive the COVID-19 vaccine 
at Mount Pleasant Home in Jamaica Plain on Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2021. The rest home, 
a nonprofit residential care community founded in 1901, supports seniors with personal 
care, home-cooked meals, medication administration and other daily needs in a safe and 
compassionate environment. Berry, a retired social worker and former Dorchester resident, 
came to Mount Pleasant Home after suffering a stroke. He is often seen dancing and smiling 
and was particularly excited that he and his rest home neighbors were able to get the vaccine. 
Mount Pleasant Home is holding a series of vaccine clinics in partnership with CVS Health to 
inoculate its residents and employees.

Goddard House resident John Kaufman and wellness nurse 
Johanne Marcellus

JP RESIDENTS RECEIVE VACCINES
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residents could take photos after 
receiving their shots. Residents 
were also given pins and a gift 
bag containing a small bottle of 
champagne, she added.
 Overall, the clinic went very 
well, Seaman said. “No one had 
any adverse reactions.” 
 The upcoming clinic will also 
provide a first dose to new resi-
dents and staff, she added.
 “We see the vaccine as a hope-
ful turning point in the public 
health crisis and look forward 
to a time when the pandemic is 
under control and we can return 
to normalcy,” Seaman said.
 Goddard House, an assist-
ed living facility in Brookline, 
held its first COVID-19 vaccine 
clinic on Saturday, January 16, 
where 121 residents and staff 
were vaccinated, according to 
Candace Cramer, Goddard House 
president and CEO. Two more 
clinics are scheduled for Feb-
ruary through the CVS Health/
Omnicare program.
 “With this vaccine, seniors 
and their families can rest more 
easily knowing our community 
offers a safe place to live for 
the foreseeable future,” Goddard 
House said in a recent email 
newsletter. “We will continue to 
follow all public health directives 
concerning social distancing and 
mask wearing, as well as our own 
robust safety protocols, including 

screening, testing, deep cleaning 
and sanitizing to keep everyone 
safe (residents, staff and visi-
tors).
 Throughout this pandem-
ic, we have focused not just on 
safety but on maintaining the 
vibrancy of communal life for our 
residents with opportunities for 
meaningful social engagement, 
exercise and a full dining pro-
gram.” 

Josephine Tsui, Realtor®

617.816.6900

josephine.tsui@unlimitedsir.com

unlimitedsir.com

673 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain

Exceptional client service and marketing at all price points. 

Unique Times Require 
Creative Approaches

Each office is independently owned and operated.

RCC offers affordable credit and 
professional programs, preparing 
you for workplace success.
Programs Include:

 Nursing 
 Radiologic Technology (X-Ray)
 Phlebotomy Technician
 Pharmacy Technician
 Clinical Medical Assistant
 And more!

Ready to enroll? Visit rcc.mass.edu/healthcare20 or 
call 857-701-1200 to learn more!

Ready to start 
a new career 
in healthcare?

Enroll Now!

Shown above, Mount Pleasant Home Executive Director Kathy 
Seaman (center) and staff celebrate the success of the facility’s 
first vaccination clinic on January 13.
Shown to the right, Goddard House resident Frank DiPietrantonio 
holds his fist high after receiving the COVID-19 vaccine..

Vaccines
Continued from page 1

pudieran tomar fotos después 
de recibir sus vacunas. Los 
residentes también recibieron 
bolsas de regalo que contenían 
pequeñas botellas de champán. 
 “Vemos la vacuna como un 
punto de inflexión esperanzador 
en la crisis de salud pública y 
esperamos un momento en que la 
pandemia esté bajo control y po-
damos volver a la normalidad”, 
dijo Seaman.
 Hasta ahora, nadie ha tenido 
una reacción adversa a la vacu-
na.
 Goddard House, un hogar de 
ancianos en Brookline, celebró 

su primera vacunación el 16 de 
enero, cuando se vacunaron 121 
residentes y empleados. Se han 
programado dos clínicas más 
para febrero a través del pro-
grama CVS Health / Omnicare.
 “Con esta vacuna, las per-
sonas mayores y sus familias 
pueden saber que nuestra co-
munidad ofrece un lugar seguro 
para vivir”, dijo Goddard House 
en un boletín. "Continuaremos 
siguiendo todas las normas de 
salud pública, así como nuestros 
propios protocolos de seguridad”.
 A lo largo de la pandemia, el 
hogar se ha enfocado no sólo en 
la seguridad, sino en mantener 
la vitalidad de los residentes con 
oportunidades para la partici-
pación social, el ejercicio y un 
programa completo de comida.

Vacunas
Continued from page 1
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 Everything went wrong and 
in public for 41-year old Jamaica 
Plain native Juston Root almost 
a year ago, and it cost him his 
life.
 The mentally ill man died in a 
hail of daylight gunfire from six 
police officers that left 26 bullets 
in his already wounded body 
and 31 at the scene—a mulched 
area near a busy intersection on 
Route 9 in Brookline on Feb. 7.
 A former Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT) who ran up 
to the bleeding man on the side 
of the road was told to get out 
of the way by an officer. Then 
five Boston Police Officers and 
one Massachusetts State Troop-
er proceeded to shoot him from 
close range. One officer is said to 
have kicked him first.
 The death that day of the for-
mer JP resident was the result 
of horrible mistakes. Nothing 
similar should happen again.
 “My brother was a very cre-
ative person. He helped other 
people. He was working on a 
vegan cookbook. He was a lovely 
person who died unnecessarily,” 
his sister Jen Root Bannon said 
in a recent interview..
 “Our family and the public 
deserve to know” all the facts 
surrounding the event, she said. 
“We want the truth and account-
ability.”

 She and her family and their 
thousands of supporters are 
right to ask for both.
 The family and thousands 
of others have called on Gov. 
Charlie Baker and Attorney Gen-
eral Maura Healey to initiate 
an independent investigation of 
the entire event by someone not 
tied to police. A petition asking 
for the investigation at www.
change.org/JusticeforJuston 
had gotten more than 6,600 sig-
natures at this writing and is 
open to more. The family has also 
created a website, JustinRoot.
com.
 “My brother was a very cre-
ative person. He helped other 
people. He was working on a 
vegan cookbook. He was a lovely 
person who died unnecessarily,” 
Root Bannon said.
 Last month, a federal judge 
declined to dismiss a wrongful 
death lawsuit the Root family 
has brought against the City 
of Boston. Filing a federal civil 
rights suit “seems to be only 
way families can get justice,” his 
sister said.
 Pieces of information about 
the tragic events involving two 
outdoor locations in two different 
counties and dozens of people 
came out gradually and haphaz-
ardly over the next hours, days, 
weeks and are still being coming 

out.
 For example, at first it was 
assumed that a valet at Brigham 
and Women’s who was shot and 
wounded during the initial fra-
cas was shot by Root. It was 
discovered later that the bullet 
came from a police officer’s gun.
 A Boston Police Department 
spokesperson said the depart-
ment has a policy of not com-
menting on cases where lawsuits 
are pending. 
 According the Root family and 
based on media and other reports, 
Root, in a mental health crisis 
that morning, was on his way to 
see his counselor at Mass Mental 
Health Center near Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital campus in the 
Longwood Medical Area. He had 
a clear plastic paintball gun in 
his waistband. Someone called 
the Boston Police with the report 
of a person with a gun.
 After officers arrived, Root 
was shot in the leg by one of 
them, staggered to his car and 
drove away. After a car chase, 
Root’s Chevy Volt crashed on 
Route 9 at Hammond Street. He 
staggered out and dropped to the 
ground, covered in blood. The 
former EMT rushed up to Root 
where he was slouched. 
 She moved away when an 
officer told her to. An officer ap-
peared to kick Root. Then six of-
ficers riddled him with gunshots.
 No city official offered condo-
lences to the family in the weeks 
after,” Root Bannon said.
 Suffolk County District At-
torney Rachael Rollins has yet to 
issue a report about the incident 
that began in Boston and in-
volved five Boston Police officers.
 District Attorney of Norfolk 
County Michael Morrisey came 
out with his report about the 
shooting in Brookline in less 
than a month, exonerating all 
six officers. Root Bannon said 
the report is missing important 

information.
 Root Bannon also said she 
thought police should have had 
records that her brother was 
mentally ill because of previ-
ous interactions. Among other 
things, she and her family are 
wondering about, she said, is 
why it seems no one entered his 
license plate number into their 
cruiser computers and learned 
that.
 At the end of our interview 
Root Bannon said she wants 
people to know, “I have nothing 
against the police. I think this is 
an opportunity to have a bigger 
conversation, to talk about what 
police could have done differently.” 
 Juston Root was born on Al-
veston Street, where his family 
lived, and he spent his childhood 
in JP. All of them have moved out 
of Boston since then. Though he 
lived in Mattapan as an adult, 

Juston Root still hung out in JP 
a lot over the years, according to 
his friends and sister. His father, 
Evan Root, has played an active 
role in seeking justice for Juston.
 His mother, Barbara Root, 
whom many people remember 
from when she sold Balinese 
fabrics and artifacts at a table 
next to JP Licks near the table 
of Belle Pronman, for whom the 
park there is named. 
 A Commemoration Event for 
Juston Root’s life will be held on 
Feb. 7, the one-year anniversary 
of his death.
 It’s high time a complete, 
objective investigation into all 
the circumstances and events 
surrounding his death begins 
and a thorough report issued so 
everyone can learn from the trag-
edy and, as Root Bannon put it, 
“make sure no other family has 
to go through this again.”
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JP Observer 
Impartial investigation needed for family, community into police shooting of JP native

By SanDra Storey / Special to the Gazette

E13 police share 
2020 crime statistics
By laura plummer

 On Thursday, Jan. 7, District 
E13 of the Boston Police De-
partment (BPD) hosted its first  
virtual police and community 
relations meeting of 2021. The 
monthly meeting, which is car-
ried out virtually over Zoom, is 
an opportunity for members of 
the public to ask questions of 
local law enforcement.
 At every meeting, officers 
provide year-to-date crime sta-
tistics. One chart examines Part 
One crime data. Part One crimes 
are more serious in nature, and 
don’t include things like van-
dalism, drug dealing or illegal 
possession of firearms.
 Overall crime is down in the 
city of Boston. In terms of total 
Part One crime, District E13 
declared 2020 its lowest crime 
year in a decade. According to 
the summary, there were 810 
reported crimes in 2020, almost 
half of the 1,499 crimes reported 
in 2011. Last year saw an 11 
percent decrease in crime over 
2019.
 Crimes that saw a decrease 
in 2020 included non-domestic 

aggravated assault, residential 
and other burglary, other larceny 
and auto theft. Crimes that saw 
an uptick in 2020 included rape, 
robbery, domestic aggravated as-
sault, commercial burglary, and 
larceny from a motor vehicle. 
The homicide rate remained the 
same.
 The COVID-19 pandemic had 
a noticeable impact on crime in 
2020. With more people at home 
during the day due to the work-
from-home boom, residential 
burglary was down 62 percent 
from 2019. In contrast, commer-
cial burglary was up 20 percent 
as shops were shuttered.
 A second chart compared the 
statistics of fatal and nonfatal 
shootings from 2019 to 2020. 
Jamaica Plain saw 20 total 
shootings in 2020, up from 18 in 
2019, an increase of 11 percent. 
However, there was a 25 percent 
reduction in fatal shootings.
 The police and community 
relations meeting is held on the 
first Thursday of the month at 
6:30pm. Members of the public 
who have safety concerns are 
encouraged to attend.
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La policía de E13 comparte 
estadísticas de delitos de 2020
By laura plummer

 El jueves 7 de enero, el Dis-
trito E13 del Departamento de 
Policía de Boston (BPD) tuvo su 
primera reunión de relaciones 
policiales y comunitarias de 
2021. La reunión mensual, que 
se lleva a cabo virtualmente en 
Zoom, es una oportunidad para 
que el público haga preguntas a 
las autoridades locales.
 En cada reunión, los oficiales 
proporcionan estadísticas sobre 
delitos hasta la fecha. Un cuadro 
examina los datos delictivos de la 
primera parte. Los delitos de la 
primera parte son de naturaleza 
más grave y no incluyen delitos 
como vandalismo, tráfico de dro-
gas o posesión ilegal de armas de 
fuego.
 La delincuencia ha bajado en 
la ciudad de Boston. En términos 
del crimen total de la primera 
parte, el Distrito E13 declaró 
que 2020 fue el año con el crimen 
más bajo en una década. Según 
el resumen, había 810 delitos de-
nunciados en 2020, casi la mitad 
de los 1.499 delitos denunciados 
en 2011. El año pasado se regis-
tró una disminución del 11 por 
ciento en los delitos con respecto 
a 2019.

 os delitos que vieron una 
disminución en 2020 incluyeron 
asalto agravado no doméstico, 
robo residencial y de otro tipo, 
otro hurto, y robo de automóviles. 
Los delitos que aumentaron en 
2020 incluyeron violación, atra-
co, asalto agravado doméstico, 
robo comercial y hurto de vehí-
culo. La tasa de homicidios se 
mantuvo igual.
 La pandemia de COVID-19 
tuvo un impacto notable en la 
delincuencia en 2020. Con más 
personas en casa durante el día, 
el robo residencial disminuyó 
un 62 por ciento desde 2019. En 
contraste, el robo comercial au-
mentó un 20 por ciento mientras 
las tiendas cerraron.
 Otro gráfico comparó las es-
tadísticas de tiroteos fatales y no 
fatales de 2019 a 2020. Distrito 
E13 registró un total de 20 tiro-
teos en 2020, frente a 18 en 2019, 
un aumento del 11 por ciento. Sin 
embargo, hubo una reducción del 
25 por ciento en tiroteos fatales.
 La reunión de relaciones con 
la policía y la comunidad se lleva 
a cabo el primer jueves del mes 
a las 6:30 pm. Se anima a asistir 
a los miembros del público que 
tengan inquietudes sobre la se-
guridad.

The Boston School Committee 
re-elected both Alexandra Oli-
ver-Dávila to Chairperson and 
Michael O’Neill to Vice Chairper-
son in unanimous votes during 
its Annual Organizational Meet-
ing on January 4.

“I am proud to formally wel-
come Alexandra Oliver-Dávila 
to her new role as Chairperson, 
and Michael O’Neill to his role 
as Vice Chairperson, and thank 
them both for their service on 
behalf of our students,” said 
Mayor Walsh. “Already, they are 
leading the charge to sharpen 
the School Committee’s focus on 
equity and antiracism in service 
of the students and families of 
the Boston Public Schools. There 
is much work to do to dismantle 
the systemic inequities that have 
permeated our society, and I am 
glad to see it is a priority area for 
the Boston School Committee.”

In December, the Committee 
engaged in professional devel-
opment training which was led 

pro bono by Dr. Ibram X. Kendi, 
author of How to Be an Antirac-
ist, as part of its efforts to ex-
amine policies and more deeply 
understand their impact on our 
communities of color. The Com-
mittee held a public retreat on 
December 12, featuring a discus-
sion facilitated by A.J. Crabill, 
Director of Governance of the 
Council of Great City Schools, to 
develop tools and metrics to help 
the School Committee define its 
mission. Mr. Crabill spoke about 
the need for governing bodies to 
maintain a sharp focus on stu-
dent outcomes and to distinguish 
between our desired intent and 
resulting impact. During the six 
hour retreat, members worked 
towards shared goals for stu-
dents, including: kindergarten 
readiness, grade-level perfor-
mance, on-time graduation, and 
career and college readiness.

“In the Boston Public Schools 
we are committed to fostering a 
safe, welcoming, inclusive, and 

antiracist learning and working 
environment for our students, 
staff and families,” said Super-
intendent Brenda Cassellius. “I 
am incredibly appreciative of the 
leadership of Chair Oliver-Dávi-
la who has seized this unique 
opportunity for the School Com-
mittee to fully implement the 
Strategic Plan, and more deeply 
evaluate its mission to equita-
bly promote and sharpen our 
accountability on student out-
comes. I look forward to taking 
a deeper dive into this critical 
work in partnership with my 
School Committee colleagues.”

An additional two-day pub-
lic retreat is scheduled for Jan-
uary 21-22, 2021. Mr. Crabill 
will work with the Committee to 
strengthen its governance model 
over the next 12-18 months, as 
the Committee and the district 
work to implement the BPS Stra-
tegic Plan. The Strategic Plan, 
approved by the Committee in 
April 2020, and informed by Su-
perintendent Cassellius’s Fall 
2019 community tour, will guide 
the work of the district over the 
next five years to improve stu-
dent experiences and acceler-
ate outcomes, close opportunity 
gaps, and increase instructional 

quality and rigor. The six com-
mitments outlined in the plan 
include: (1) Eliminate Opportu-
nity and Achievement Gaps; (2) 
Accelerate Learning; (3) Amplify 
All Voices; (4) Expand Opportu-
nity; (5) Cultivate Trust; and (6) 
Activate Partnerships.

Each commitment is tied to 
a set of priorities and progress 
will be measured by clear and 
measurable goals. The operation-
al plans aspire to lift up and 
support schools — starting with 
those most in need — increase ac-
ademic rigor in all grades across 
all schools, improve funding eq-
uity in the way resources are 
distributed, and provide deeper 
engagement with students and 
families.

“Growing up as a Latina 
learning English in Boston, I 
am intimately familiar with the 
hurt and pain caused by racist 
practices and ideologies, and I 
have experienced the barriers 
to opportunity that our young 
people encounter every day,” 
said Chairperson Oliver-Dávila. 
“There is much challenging work 
ahead to develop our competen-
cies and closely examine our 
policies to improve outcomes for 
our students. I thank my fellow 

members for their support and 
their unwavering commitment to 
our students and families.”

Said O’Neill, “In her short 
time as Chairperson, Ms. Oli-
ver-Dávila has already led the 
Committee to re-examine our 
priorities, as well as how we work 
with and for our community. Her 
commitment to engagement is 
clear from her immediate steps 
to increase translation services 
as well as how she is planning for 
the Committee to focus intensely 
on improving student outcomes. 
I deeply value my years spent 
as a member of this Committee 
and thank the School Commit-
tee Nominating Panel for nom-
inating me, and Mayor Walsh 
for reappointing me to continue 
this critical work. I look forward 
to working alongside Superin-
tendent Cassellius, Chair Oli-
ver-Dávila, and my fellow mem-
bers in implementing the Strate-
gic Plan to improve educational 
opportunities and outcomes for 
our students.”

The seven members of the 
School Committee are Boston 
residents appointed by the May-
or of Boston to serve four-year 
staggered terms.

School Committee affirms focus on equity and antiracism
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By Lauren Bennett

The Stonybrook Neighbor-
hood Association (SNA) met 
virtually on January 11, where 
neighbors heard the most recent 
proposal for the Doyle’s develop-
ment, as well as voted to oppose 
the development proposed for 
97-99 Williams St.

DOYLE’S
Developer Lee Goodman of 

Watermark Development and 
architect Elaine Scales present-
ed an updated proposal for the 
Doyle’s project, which includes a 
revived version of Doyle’s with 
a rooftop deck, 29 total units of 
housing, and a food market.

Goodman explained that 
street trees were added to the 
proposal at the request of some 
SNA members, and Scales reit-
erated that this project will be 
a five story project that steps 
down to match the surrounding 
streets. 

Phase one will include the 
renovation of the restaurant, 
the market, and 23  total units of 
housing on the existing Doyle’s 
parking lot and above the pro-
posed market and phase two will 
include the proposed triangular 
six unit residential building on 
Williams St.

Scales talked a little bit about 
the proposed Kennedy Room 
within the restaurant that she 
said “can be used for a vari-
ety of functions.” She said that 

feedback from past meetings in-
cluded that people felt the room 
could be larger.

“This room could hold up to 
48 or so people,” she said, adding 
that the proposal includes the 
installation of a sliding folding 
glass door on one side of the 
room to allow for expansion.

“When the wall is open, we 
get seating capacity for nearly 
80 here,” Scales said. 

Neighbor Patty Yehle, who 
said she lives next to Doyle’s, 
said she was concerned about 
parking and “noise abatement 
on the roof deck,”  adding that 
“noise carries from the parking 
lot right now.” She wondered if 
a screen could be put in on the 
side facing Meehan St.

Goodman said that the resi-
dents will have assigned parking 
spaces, and there will be 22 spac-
es for 23 units, which will be in 
a stacker system. There will be 
an additional 25 to 29 parking 
spaces for the restaurant and 
market. 

“We trie to get as many spaces 
as we could,” Goodman said, as 
the team wants people to visit 
the restaurant with their fam-
ilies and be able to park their 
cars.

Another resident said he was 
concerned about traffic being 
blocked as Williams St. is a one 
way street, and with the pro-
posed location of the parking, 
he thinks people will “go for 

one of those seven and create a 
backlog.” He also said that he is 
concerned about the menu, as 
he loves Brassica’s food, but his 
kids would not eat it.

Goodman said that Jeremy 
Kean of Brassica, who did not 
attend this meeting, “has always 
said what they’re trying to do 
is take Doyle’s menu and cook 
Doyle’s food the way they envi-
sion it.” There will be some “be-
loved Brassica items,” he said, 
but there will also be a menu 
of Doyle’s staples that doesn’t 
change, such as pizza, burgers, 
and fried chicken. 

As for the parking issue, he 
said that people can exit the 
parking area through Gartland 
St. “I think that it won’t create a 
traffic jam because people aren’t 
U-turning back out to Williams,” 
Goodman said.

Someone named Trevor in the 
chat wrote: “ It is a great oppor-
tunity to have a JP developer 
revive Doyles and bring in a 
great JP restaurant, especially 
in such challenging times for the 
restaurant industry.  Judging 
by past Watermark and Scales 
Architecture I’m sure this will be 
a welcomed addition to JP and 
Washington Street.  Love the 
trees and the 10 ft step back.”

The development team was 
asked what zoning variances 
they would need for this project, 
and Goodman said that “we’ll 
definitely need height, Floor 
Area Ratio, and maybe parking,” 
but they have not yet received 
their rejection letter from the In-
spectional Services Department. 

SNA member Jennifer 
Uhrhane said that it is “not 
clear to me if this really is a 
restoration.” She wondered what 
about the original Doyle’s was 
being restored.  

“We’re using that term a bit 
loosely,” Scales said. “It’s not a 
historic restoration at all,” but 
rather the team is reusing some 
of the original pieces and mixing 
them with new ones. 

Goodman said he would be 
happy to come back before this 
group again to make sure that 
everyone’s voices are heard, as 
well as meet with neighbors via 
Zoom to discuss the project fur-
ther.

97-99 WILLIAMS ST.
Elaine Scales is also the ar-

chitect for this project, which 
has been before the SNA for 

nearly a year, and sparked a 
process discussion at a Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council 
(JPNC) Zoning Committee meet-
ing in December.

She presented the most recent 
proposal for 97-99 Williams St. 
at the January 11 SNA meet-
ing, where the group ultimately 
decided to officially oppose the 
project due to what they feel are 
still outstanding concerns. 

Scales said that “one of the 
key points to the design” of this 
building is that the “building 
facades present themselves at 
an angle to Williams St.”

She also presented some 
changes that have been made 
since that JPNC Zoning Com-
mittee meeting, which includes 
shifting the right building (99 
Williams) to the left two feet, 
away from 97 Williams. Addi-
tionally, four new trees will be 
added, and the width of the ease-
ment has been shrunk to provide 
more space in the backyard she 
said. 

Scales said that the proposal 
“meets front yard setbacks for 
the block,” and features “82 feet 
of uninterrupted green space 
along Williams St. Each unit 
has many windows that overlook 
the street.” 

She said that the first floor 
units will have handicap acces-
sible features, and the ground 
floor will be handicap accessible. 
The width of the driveway has 
also been reduced. 

Variances for 97 Williams, 
which is the existing building 
on the lot, include insufficient 
lot size, excessive Floor Area 
Ratio, and insufficient rear yard 
setback. She also said that the 
project “had been flagged”  for 
an open space violation on the 
previous design, but “now we 
are well in excess of the required 
open space.

Variances for 99 Williams, 
which is land proposed to be 
built on, include insufficient off-
street parking, as there are five 
spaces proposed for six units, the 
use is a violation as it is a pro-
posed six unit building in a three 
family zone, the Floor Area Ratio 
is excessive, and the lot area is 
insufficient for the additional 
residential units, Scales said. 

Developer Joe Federico said 
that he has “worked with the 
subcommittee for almost a year 
now,” and the team has “made 

many changes. From my point of 
view, one of the largest changes 
to the building was going from 
a gabled roof building to a flat 
roof building, something I was 
hesitant to do.” He said he pre-
ferred the gabled roof building 
because it was similar to one of 
Scales’ other projects on Ross-
more Road.

Federico also explained that 
the subcommittee asked for one 
of the buildings to be moved 
closer to Washington Street “in 
order to preserve more trees. We 
did not want to shift the building 
forward,” he said, as the “rhythm 
of the building and staggered 
masses is crucial to the rhythm 
of the street. It would feel forced 
with the balconies almost hang-
ing off the sidewalk,” he added.

Scales agreed, saying she was 
“very much against bringing this 
forward.”

The team also said that 
another thing that was not 
changed was the smaller size of 
the balconies, and Scales said 
that she believes that it would 
feel “oppressive” to make them 
any bigger, and there is no space 
to do so.

“It would just be too congest-
ed in my opinion to have those 
triple decker porches so close 
together,” Scales said. 

Scott Glidden, one of the 
members of the subcommittee 
for this project, said that “we’ve 
been meeting with Joe since the 
beginning of May,” and have re-
peatedly asked for the project 
to be smaller. He said the sub-
committee really “wanted the 
developer to adjust the siting of 
the building on the lot,” and they 
as a whole believe the building is 
still too big and even more space 
is needed in the back.

Subcommittee member Jared 
Egan said that he is supportive 
of a six unit building “but we’d 
like to see it go smaller or move 
to get more space.” 

The SNA voted 21 to one with 
two abstaining to oppose this 
project.

The project was expected to 
go before the Zoning Board of 
Appeal (ZBA) on January 12, 
but the developer requested a 
deferral at the hearing, which 
was granted. The new ZBA date 
for the project is March 30 at 
12:30pm. Public comment on 
the project is welcome at the 
hearing.

SNA hears Doyle’s proposal; opposes 97-99 Williams St. 
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By John lynDS

A Jamaica Plain man was 
arrested and charged with nu-
merous drug offenses following 
a lengthy investigation by police. 

On Jan. 14 officers assigned 
to Jamaica Plain’s District E-13 
Drug Control Unit arrested Os-
valdo Medina, 33, of Jamaica 
Plain, after a brief foot pursuit 
in the area of 25 Armstrong St. 
Medina appeared in West Rox-
bury District Court on charges of 
Trafficking Class B Drugs (+200 
Grams), Distribution of Class A 
and B Drugs (2nd and Subse-
quent) and Possession with In-
tent to Distribute Class D Drugs.

After Medina’s arrest, officers 
continued their investigation, 
executing a search warrant at 
the suspect’s residence, which led 
to the recovery of over $260,000 
in U.S. Currency, approximately 
455 grams of cocaine along with 
several plastic bags of marijuana 
and other assorted drug para-
phernalia. 

Earlier in the day Jamaica 
Plain officers recovered a .380 
caliber Lorcin L380 handgun 
which had been discarded in the 
area of 25 Amory St. The weapon 
has since been turned over to the 
BPD Firearms Analysis Unit for 
processing. This investigation 

remains active and ongoing.
The Boston Police Depart-

ment is actively reviewing the 
facts and circumstances sur-
rounding this incident and is 
asking anyone with information 
relative to this investigation to 
contact Boston Police Homicide 
Detectives at (617) 343-5628.  
Community members wishing to 
assist this investigation anony-
mously can do so by calling the 
CrimeStoppers Tip Line at 1 
(800) 494-TIPS or by texting the 
word ‘TIP’ to CRIME (27463). 
The Boston Police Department 
will stringently guard and pro-
tect the identities of all those 
who wish to assist this investi-
gation in an anonymous manner.

food for thought
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Jamaica Plain officers make drug arrest, discarded gun found in JP on the same day

Drugs and large amounts of cash recovered after a lengthy investigation by Jamaica Plain’s 
Drug Unit that resulted in the arrest of a Jamaica Plain man. 
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dedication. Should Mayor Walsh 
be confirmed by the Senate, I 
am ready to take the reins and 
lead our city through these dif-
ficult times. I look forward to 
working with the Walsh admin-
istration and my colleagues on 
the Council to ensure a smooth 
transition, as we address the 
unprecedented challenges fac-
ing our city.”

In his State of the City Ad-
dress on Jan. 12, Walsh ex-
pressed confidence in Janey’s 
ability to lead the City through 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 

other challenges.
“If confirmed by the United 

States Senate, I will step down 
as Mayor, and City Council 
President Kim Janey will be-
come Acting Mayor,” he said. 
“I have spoken with Council-
or Janey. I am confident that the 
operations of City government, 
including our COVID response, 
will continue smoothly. And I 
want you to know, the work 
we have done together for the 
past seven years has prepared 
Boston to build back stronger 
than ever.”

Sources on the City Council 
said if Janey were to become 
Acting Mayor, she would also 
remain Council President and 
District 7 Councilor at the same 

time.
Her staff did not immediately 

return a message this week to 
confirm if that were the case.

Janey won election as the 
District 7 Councilor when the 
seat opened up as long-time 
Councilor Tito Jackson ran 
against Walsh for Mayor in the 
2017 General Election. After 
serving one, two-year term, she 
was elected to the Council Pres-
ident position in January 2020.

Her late father, Cliff Janey, 
was a noted educator and taught 
at the Bancroft School in the 
South End from 1974-77 in the 
turbulent Boston Public School 
busing era. He passed away in 
February 2020.

Kim Janey
Continued from page 1

JP HONORING BLACK HISTORY MONTH

By Lauren Bennett

The 51st Annual Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Memorial Break-
fast looked a lot different this 
year, as the event was fully vir-
tual and people could not gather 
together to share a meal as is 
traditional. 

The event, which was made 
possible by the MLK Memorial 
Breakfast Committee and spon-
sored by Northeastern Univer-
sity, as well as co-hosted by St. 
Cyprian’s Episcopal Church and 
Union United Methodist Church 
in Roxbury, was streamed live on 
Facebook on January 18, and was 
described by Northeastern as 
“an exploration of the unfinished 
business of Dr. King’s vision for 
socioeconomic justice, political 
action, and civic engagement.”

The program featured speak-
ers from both churches, as well 
as Northeastern University 
President Joseph Aoun, a trib-
ute to the late honorable John 
Lewis by Dr. Cleveland Sellers, 
a former member of the Stu-
dent Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee, a conversation with 
City Council President and soon 
to be first woman and Black 
mayor of the City of Boston and 
District Attorney Rachael Rol-
lins, and remarks from Sena-
tors Elizabeth Warren and Ed 
Markey Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley, and Tanisha Sullivan, 
President of the Boston Branch 
of the NAACP, among others. The 
program was hosted by Boston 
Globe senior opinion writer Kim-
berly Atkins.

The program was separated 
into pillars, with the first being 
socio-economic justice, the sec-
ond being political action, and 

the third being civic engagement 
and activism. 

The conversation with Ra-
chael Rollins and Kim Janey 
was part of the second pilar, and 
was moderated by Segun Idowu, 
Executive Director of the Black 
Economic Council of Massachu-
setts.

“What we’re doing is we’re be-
ing very vocal about the policies 
I ran on as a candidate,” Rollins 
said. “I am not anti-police,” she 
said. “I am anti police brutality.”

She said that the “aggressive, 
excessive acts of the police that 
result in death,” such as in the 
cases of Ahmaud Abery, George 
Floyd. And Breonna Taylor are 
what she will not stand for. 

“I have made clear I’m not go-
ing to be prosecuting people who 
are out there exercising their 
first amendment right,” she said.

“I agree wholeheartedly with 
our DA,” Janey said. “I support 
her policies” and “focusing on 
serious crime and not these mis-
demeanors.” Janey spoke of the 
recently signed legislation in the 
City for the creation of an Of-
fice of Police Accountability and 
Transparency, or OPAT, which 
“sets up a civilian review board” 
in the city, she said, adding that 
the criminal justice bill at the 
state level has also recently been 
signed by Governor Baker.  

Rollins said she wants the 
police to solve “violent, serious 
crimes” like rape and murder, 
and doesn’t want them out in 
communities “for trespasses” 
and “run of the mill motor vehi-
cle violations. That is a waste of 
our taxpayer dollars.”

Janey also said that the Coun-
cil will have to “revisit” Mayor 
Walsh’s vetoing of the ordinance 

51st Martin Luther King Memorial Breakfast held virtually this year
limiting the use of rubber bullets 
and tear gas in the city. She 
said there has to be a “focus on 
making sure that everyone feels 
safe. Right now, we know that’s 
not the case.” 

Northeastern University 
President Joseph Aoun said that 
“Black Lives Matter was a wake 
up call for society at large that 
ignored systemic racism. But it 
was also a wake up call for our 
community. It caught us as a 
university by surprise, flatfooted. 
And since then, we mobilized 
ourselves in order to make sure 
that moving forward, we would 
build a community that is more 
diverse; intolerant of any racism 
or discrimination, and we are 
working at it all together.” 

During the first pillar, Senator 
Elizabeth Warren said that “we 
need to ask ourselves what we 
are doing reactively every day to 
dismantle systemic racism in our 
communities and…circles of in-
fluence.” She said it’s “not enough 
to stand as an ally; we must go 
further and be anti-racist.” 

In the third pillar, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley said 
that “now more than ever, we 
need to forge our bonds of com-
munity.” She spoke of Dr. King 
being a student in Boston and be-
ginning his ministry in Roxbury.

“In his heart, Dr. King was a 
radical,” she said, and “fought to 
create a more just society.” She 
said that when she thinks of 
Martin Luther King, she thinks 
of Ferguson, Minneapolis, and 
Boston, along with other “com-

munities across our country” as 
a “continuation of the civil rights 
movement.” 

She continued, “Dr. King was 
a drum major for justice. Instead 
of being deterred by those who 
criticize us, I welcome their crit-
icisms…in this moment, justice 
is what we seek; it’s what we 
demand.”

Senator Ed Markey said that 
when he thinks about the the 
“insurrection” on the US Capitol 
happened at the beginning of the 
month, “I cannot help but think 
about Dr. King and about the 
260,000 people who joined him…
for his march on Washington.” 

He said that “we must ask 
ourselves what would Dr. King 
have said about what ahppened 
at the US Capitol? What hap-
pened at the US Capitol was not 
a protest,” but instead a “riot 
to uphold white supremacy,” he 
said, that was “upheld by the 
president of the United States, 
Donald Trump.” 

Markey said that “racism and 
white supremacy has persisted 
since the founding of our nation,” 
and is “built int the fabric of our 
country; built into the Constitu-
tion of our country,” and said that 
it is “why Black voters are still 
disenfranchised,” and why “mass 
incarceration and lynchings still 
exist.”

He said that “the forces of 
fear and hate have power. Hat3e 
cannot drive out hate. Only love 
can do that.” 

Many speakers incorporated 
tributes to John Lewis in their 

remarks, including Massachu-
setts Attorney General Maura 
Healey. 

“John Lewis started as a 
scrappy student activist,” she 
said, and “as a Congressman, 
Lewis never lost sight of his be-
ginning” and “never rested on his 
laurels,” attending sit-ins and 
protests.

“He knew better than the rest 
of us that the civil rights move-
ment did not end. He gave us 
his life; gave us our marching 
orders,” she said. “Today, we’re 
honoring extraordinary students 
and community leaders.” 

She said that “we must safe-
guard and expand civil rights. We 
must end white supremacy,” as 
well as acknowledge the public 
health crisis that existed within 
communities of color prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We will apply an equity lens 
to all that we do,” she said, as 
well as funding more recovery 
programs for opioid users, “con-
tinue to fight unlawful evictions,” 
and “partner with community 
leaders to address food insecu-
rity and prevent other families 
from going hungry,” as well as 
continue to implement police 
reform.  

“The time for talking has end-
ed; the time for practice and 
doing is now,” said Tanisha Sul-
livan. “I do believe that here in 
the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, we do have the ability 
to truly be a commonwealth for 
our collective prosperity.”

The Jamaica Plain Historical 
Society will be holding sever-
al online events in the coming 
weeks.  The following are some 
of the events:

Remarkable Photos of Leon 
Abdalian will be held on Sunday, 
February 7, 2021 from 2:00  3:00 
p.m.

The China Trade will be held 
on Sunday, March 21, 2021 from 
2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Author Q & A with Heather 
Clark will be held on Thursday, 

March 25, 2021 from 6:00  to 7:00 
p.m. 

Book Talk: Jamaica Plain 
Through Time will be held on 
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 from 
7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Book Talk: Boston’s Oldest 
Buildings and Where to Find 
Them will be held on Tuesday, 
May 25, 2021 from 7:00 to 8:00 
p.m.

Go to the JP Historical society 
website for additional informa-
tion and more events at jphs.org.

JP Historical Society to hold online events
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By lauren Bennett

 The coronavirus has forced 
many celebrations, parades, me-
morials, and programs to either 
be cancelled or moved to a virtual 
version. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day was no exception, and or-
ganizations across the city held 
virtual celebrations to remember 
Dr. King. 
 Nonprofit King Boston, along 
with the Museum of Fine Arts 
(MFA), presented what the Bos-
ton Foundation called “a power-
ful visual visual essay to hon-
or and celebrate the legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Coretta Scott King.” 
 The program, called “Voices 
on King,” streamed live on Jan-
uary 18, and is now available 
for playback. It featured stories 
from some of Boston’s elected 
officials, including City Coun-
cil President Kim Janey, City 
Councilor At-Large Julia Mejia, 
and Suffolk Country District At-
torney Rachael Rollins, as well 
as Imari Paris Jeffries, Exec-

utive Director of King Boston, 
Makeeba McCreary, Patti and 
Jonathan Kraft Chief of Learn-
ing and Community Engagement 
at the MFA, and artists like Rob 
“ProBlak” Gibbs and Danny Ri-
vera, among others. The program 
also featured poetry from Porsha 
Olayiwola, Boston’s current Poet 
Laureate. 
 “The 30-minute program fea-
tures personal stories told by 
more than a dozen of Boston’s 
most recognized community 
leaders and activists, who share 
how the Kings’ work has touched 
their personal and professional 
lives—and continues to inspire 
their hopes for the future,” ac-
cording to the Boston Founda-
tion’s website. Speakers were 
recorded telling their stories 
inside the MFA.
 Imari Paris Jeffries explained 
in the video that King Boston has 
been working on the Embrace 
Memorial that will be erected 
on the Boston Common, and “the 
first memorial built in Boston 
Common in the last 30 years.” 

The organization is also working 
on the King Center for Economic 
Justice, which will have a focus 
on research and ideas related to 
economic and racial justice, as 
well as a festival in 2022 called 
Embrace Ideas which will “bring 
together Boston’s aspirations to 
be an inclusive and welcoming 
city,” Paris Jeffries said, and will 
be a part of the celebration of 
the Embrace Memorial, which is 
expected to be unveiled in 2022.
 “I look at Dr King and Coretta 
Scott King as Black excellence; 
as Black royalty, as people I  
aspire to be,” District Attorney 
Rachael Rollins said in the pro-
gram.  “Racial and economic in-
equality is injustice,” she added. 
“Housing inequality is injustice. 
Environmental racism, which is 
very real, is injustice. The fact 
that failing public schools and 
segregated schools is injustice. A 
lack of access to health care and 
mental health care is injustice.” 
 Makeeba McCreary, Chief of 
Learning and Community En-
gagement at the MFA, told a 

story of her first Martin Luther 
King Day after being hired at 
the museum. She said there were 
lots of people, both Black and 
white, celebrating King’s life, but 
after the celebration was over, 
things went back to the way they 
were and she said she saw “very 
few people” who looked like her 
at the museum. 
 “We really have been working 
hard to get to the continuum of 
walking over the threshold of 
that door on Huntington Ave., 
walking inside of the building 
and feeling like you are wel-
come, you’re safe. And then, what 
makes you come back on your 
own? What makes you decide 
that this is the museum that we 
say belongs to everybody?” she 
said. She said that the hope is 
for the future of the museum to 
be like this for Boston’s youth. 
 City Councilor At-Large Julia 
Mejia told a story of her mother, 
who “came to this country with 
very little” and cleaned offices 
with her. Mejua said that her 
mother was “humiliated, was dis-

respected, was treated less than.” 
 She continued, “but when she 
and I went to vote that day and 
my name was on the ballot, I felt 
like it was our restorative justice 
moment. I felt like my mom final-
ly realized that that American 
Dream and what she worked so 
hard for was actually paying off. 
And it was through the power of 
that one vote that got me here. 
So I think that for me, being first 
generation, becoming a natural-
ized citizen running for office and 
helping people recognize their 
power is what Iv’e dedicated my 
entire life to.”
 City Council President Kim 
Janey shared a personal anec-
dote as well. 
 “We need to decolonize our 
curriculum in Boston Public 
Schools,” said Janey, who ex-
plained that she was “bussed” 
during the court ordered deseg-
regation of Boston Public Schools 
in the 1970s.
 “As a young girl, I experienced 

Continued on page 14

Beth Israel Lahey Health joins our community  
in celebrating the life and work of Martin Luther  
King, Jr. We pledge to honor his legacy by  
serving as a force for good - fighting for equity, 
compassionately serving others and advocating  
for profound and lasting change.

Injustice anywhere 
is a threat to justice 
everywhere.”
-Martin Luther King, Jr.

“

Elected officials, leaders share their thoughts on Dr. King in video collaboration
JP HONORING BLACK HISTORY MONTH



12 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   JANUARY 22, 2021

JP HISTORY

Supporting JP History

617-442-2262  
bostonbuildingresources.com

kitchen  bath  windows  doors 
workshops  reuse center

713 CENTRE STREET
JAMAICA PLAIN
617-522-4600
www.NewEnglandMoves.com

Call us today at
Llamen nos a

Ensuring Stability through Action in our Community

617-524-2555

Serving our 
community for 

45 years, 
1965 - 2010.

www.esacboston.org

Ecumenical Social Action Committee

FOR ALL AGES • YEAR ROUND
CRAFT & ART CLASSES

www.eliotschool.org

656 Centre St. Jamaica Plain 617-983-5466

Gift Cards Now Available
“Best of Boston”

Boston Magazine

“Best of Boston”
Boston Phoenix

“Best Sushi & Seafood”
Reader’s Choice Award

“Best of JP” 2001-2007

Jamaica Plain Gazette

www.jpseafoodcafe.com

Now Serving Sunday Brunch
Between 11-2:30

730 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

617-983-5177

Gift Cards Now Available
“Best of Boston”

Boston Magazine

“Best of Boston”
Boston Phoenix

“Best Sushi & Seafood”
Reader’s Choice Award

“Best of JP” 2001-2007

Jamaica Plain Gazette

www.jpseafoodcafe.com

Now Serving Sunday Brunch
Between 11-2:30

730 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

617-983-5177

730 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

617-983-5177

Gift Cards Now Available
“Best of Boston”

Boston Magazine

“Best of Boston”
Boston Phoenix

“Best Sushi & Seafood”
Reader’s Choice Award

“Best of JP” 2001-2007

Jamaica Plain Gazette

www.jpseafoodcafe.com

Now Serving Sunday Brunch
Between 11-2:30

730 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

617-983-5177

Now Serving Saturday & Sunday Brunch 

Proudly serving the  
Jamaica Plain community. 

515 Centre Street  Jamiaca Plain 
 

Connecting all offices: 617.268.0379 
www.MtWashingtonBank.com 

HYDE SQUARE TASK FORCE
PROUD TO BE A PART OF JP HISTORY 

FOR OVER 20 YEARS.

617-524-8303 | www.hydesquare.org

Transforming Youth, Transforming Community
Transformando a Nuestros Jóvenes y a Nuestra Comunidad

We’re 35 this year!
Celebrate with us on 

June 9!

Keeping JP a place of opportunity.

community. 
prosperity.
results.

***** jpndc.org/getinvolved/ *****

Supporting JP History

617-442-2262  
bostonbuildingresources.com

kitchen  bath  windows  doors 
workshops  reuse center

713 CENTRE STREET
JAMAICA PLAIN
617-522-4600
www.NewEnglandMoves.com

Call us today at
Llamen nos a

Ensuring Stability through Action in our Community

617-524-2555

Serving our 
community for 

45 years, 
1965 - 2010.

www.esacboston.org

Ecumenical Social Action Committee

FOR ALL AGES • YEAR ROUND
CRAFT & ART CLASSES

www.eliotschool.org

656 Centre St. Jamaica Plain 617-983-5466

Gift Cards Now Available
“Best of Boston”

Boston Magazine

“Best of Boston”
Boston Phoenix

“Best Sushi & Seafood”
Reader’s Choice Award

“Best of JP” 2001-2007

Jamaica Plain Gazette

www.jpseafoodcafe.com

Now Serving Sunday Brunch
Between 11-2:30

730 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

617-983-5177

Gift Cards Now Available
“Best of Boston”

Boston Magazine

“Best of Boston”
Boston Phoenix

“Best Sushi & Seafood”
Reader’s Choice Award

“Best of JP” 2001-2007

Jamaica Plain Gazette

www.jpseafoodcafe.com

Now Serving Sunday Brunch
Between 11-2:30

730 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

617-983-5177

730 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

617-983-5177

Gift Cards Now Available
“Best of Boston”

Boston Magazine

“Best of Boston”
Boston Phoenix

“Best Sushi & Seafood”
Reader’s Choice Award

“Best of JP” 2001-2007

Jamaica Plain Gazette

www.jpseafoodcafe.com

Now Serving Sunday Brunch
Between 11-2:30

730 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

617-983-5177

Now Serving Saturday & Sunday Brunch 

Proudly serving the  
Jamaica Plain community. 

515 Centre Street  Jamiaca Plain 
 

Connecting all offices: 617.268.0379 
www.MtWashingtonBank.com 

HYDE SQUARE TASK FORCE
PROUD TO BE A PART OF JP HISTORY 

FOR OVER 20 YEARS.

617-524-8303 | www.hydesquare.org

Transforming Youth, Transforming Community
Transformando a Nuestros Jóvenes y a Nuestra Comunidad

We’re 35 this year!
Celebrate with us on 

June 9!

Keeping JP a place of opportunity.

591Hyde Park Ave. Roslindale
617-323-8202

Under New Management 
Completely Renovated

617-983-5177 • www.jpseafoodcafe.com

730 Center Street, 
Jamaica Plain, 

MA 02130

656 Centre St. Jamaica Plain 
617-983-5466

Paint, keys, 
electrical, 

plumbing, screen 
and window repair.

sharpening 
service.

What’s the value of your home?

Go to: JamaicaPlainValues.com
BEST online valuation tool

Powered by: Maxfield & Company Real Estate

Arborway Auto Service Center
 207 South St. Jamaica Plain

617-524-4505
Conveniently located one block from Forest Hills T station

JP’s Oldest Inspection Station

Proudly Supporting  JP History

6175244381 ~ Twdance.com

ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 617.256.8455

Building community together.

The Ellen + Janis Real Estate Team

Proudly supporting JP History 

673 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain
jprealestate.com

Proudly Supporting JP History

PERU TRAVEL 

50 South St., JP • 617-522-0305

Proudly Supporting JP History!

600 Centre St., J.P.  •  617-522-5519

The following are the Gazette’s 
top headlines from this month in 
Jamaica Plain history:

 2013
 “Martha Eliot Health Center 
to cut service to adults”
  The Martha Eliot Health Cen-
ter (MEHC) at 75 Bickford St., 
which is run by Boston Children’s 
Hospital (BCH), announced it 
would no longer care for adult 
patients in a letter to BCH’s 

staff, associated personnel and 
volunteers.
 The change affected about 
5,000 adult patients, according 
to Dr. Shari Nethersole, MEHC’s 
acting medical director. trans-
ferred the care of adult patients 
to other facilities in what was a 
months-long process that started 
immediately.
 The focus on young patients is 
part of BCH changing its clinical 
services on “what it does best,” 

Nethersole said at the time. 
There are about 4,000 child and 
teen patients at MEHC, she said.
 “After much deliberation, we 
have decided that we must fo-
cus Boston Children’s expertise 
and resources solely on provid-
ing patient care and developing 
community health and outreach 
programs for those we know 
best—the children and adoles-
cents of the community,” said the 
letter from BCH Chief Executive 

Officer James Mandell and BCH 
Chief Operating Officer Sandra 
Fenwick.
 The move drew criticism from 
the Bromley-Heath housing de-
velopment, which is next door to 
the health center.
 “Of course, I’m very, very up-
set,” said Mildred Hailey at the 
time. Hailey was the former ex-
ecutive director and founder of 
Bromley-Heath Tenant Manage-
ment Corporation (TMC), which 

This Month in JP History
ran the Bromley-Heath for 40 
years before the Boston Housing 
Authority (BHA) took over last 
spring.

 2008
 “Arborway transit process 
misses deadline”
 The state Executive Office of 
Transportation (EOT) missed 
a deadline to complete a series 
of community meetings about 
public transit improvements in 
the Arborway corridor currently 
served by the Route 39 bus, in 
apparent violation of a 2006 
lawsuit settlement.
 “There will be a meeting 
on this in February,” said EOT 
spokesperson Adam Hurtubise 
at the time, adding that more 
information will be forthcoming.
 The settlement agreement is 
between EOT and the Conserva-
tion Law Foundation (CLF), an 
environmental non-profit orga-
nization. CLF previously said 
it would consider resuming its 
lawsuit if the meetings do not 
occur. CLF staff attorney Carrie 
Russell sent the EOT a letter 
on Nov. 16 reminding it of the 
approaching deadline. 
 EOT oversees the MBTA, 
which in 1985 “temporarily” 
suspended Arborway trolley 
service and replaced it with the 
39 bus. Trolley restoration was 
one of several transit projects 
EOT was required to complete 
as mitigations for the Big Dig 
under a previous CLF lawsuit. 
 The state and the MBTA 
have attempted to get out of 
doing the restoration several 
times, but have repeatedly been 
ordered by environmental offi-
cials to complete it. Meanwhile, 
JP has become divided on the 
issue, and 39 bus ridership had 
fallen significantly at the time.

 2003
 “Airplane noise a nuisance to 
residents”
 JP residents showed up at 
Agassiz School on Jan. 14 out 
of frustration with repetitive 
airplane noise from Runway 27 
that they said begins as early as 
5:30 a.m. and extends late into 
the evening. 
 Resident Martha Merson 

Continued on page 13
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By Lauren Bennett

 Arborway Auto celebrates 50 
years on South St. this year, serv-
ing the greater Jamaica Plain 
community with all of their ve-
hicle needs.
 The Gazette spoke with Mike 
and Lauren Zirilli, the sibling 
duo who run the shop, to learn 
more about Arbroway Auto’s his-
tory and services.
 Mike Zirilli said the shop 
was started by his father, Sal, 
in 1971, and the building was 
originally a Hook milk storage 
garage that was owned by his 
grandfather. He said that Sal 
was originally in the heating 
business. 
 “My father had no idea about 
running an automotive garage,” 
Mike Zirilli said. But his grand-
father told Sal that he had al-
ways liked fixing cars, and Sal 
had a friend who worked at Fire-
stone, so he asked him if he could 
come work for him for a week to 
see how the business is run, and 
the rest is history. 

 “I had no plans of coming 
here,” Mike Zirilli said of the 
shop. He said he worked there 
during summers when he was in 
college just to help out, but never 
expected to work there full time, 
much less take over the reigns.
 “My dad got sick and hat a 
heart attack,” he said, and “next 
thing I know I was working and 
ended up taking over.” 
 He said he doesn’t know what 
he would have done with his 
life had he not become the new 
owner, but it definitely wasn’t 
the plan. “I got caught up being 
my own boss,” he said, and there 
have been “lots of changes in JP” 
over the years.
 Arborway Auto offers “all gen-
eral repairs,” Mike Zirilli said, 
including oil changes, tune-ups, 
breaks, tires, steering, and sus-
pensions. “The only thing we 
don’t do is body,” he said.
 “It’s a mom-and-pop,” Mike 
Zirilli said. “That’s how we start-
ed.” He said his mother worked 
at the shop for a number of years 
as well, doing the bookkeeping. 

His sister Lauren recently took 
over that role. 
 “We do almost no advertis-
ing,” he said, and instead rely 
on word of mouth from existing 
customers. 
 “We pretty much handle any 
aspect of the vehicle and if we 
can’t, we know someone that 
does” and refer them to other 
area local businesses, he said. 
 Arborway Auto has also do-
nated to many different com-
munity organizations over the 
years, including sponsoring the 
local softball team. He said it 
was always his father’s mission 
to give back to the community, so 
he has carried that on and has 
even increased it.
 “The neighborhood has been 
good to us, but we give back in 
any way we can,” Mike Zirilli 
said. “Without this neighbor-
hood, we wouldn’t be here.” 
 Mike Zirilli’s  sister Lauren 
Zirilii, who came from the world 
of marketing to take over her 
mother’s position at the shop, 
said she has been “taking off 

from what Mom did for…years,” 
and making some new upgrades. 
 “This business has been here 
for a long time,” she said, and it 
is “very kind of grassroots, and I 
came in hoping to kind of mod-
ernize the way we manage the 
accounting and things like that.” 
 She said she has implement-
ed a new accounting software 
as well as a new system to run 
shop operations “that allows 
us to speak with customers via 
email or text,” which makes it 
easier for customers to interact 
with the shop about their cars. 
 She said a few months ago Ar-
brway Auto “sent one of our first 
emails out to customers. This 
year, we felt it was important 
to recognize our customers. We 
were fortunate during the pan-
demic that people have contin-
ued to have their cars services.” 
 Lauren Zirilli said that many 
customers were receptive to this, 
and “we got some really nice 
notes.”
 She said that what sets this 
shop apart from others is “it’s 

Michael and it was my dad who 
just really care about doing the 
best they can possibly do to go 
the extra mile, and being really 
honest with people. We feel like 
we’re a part of their lives, rather 
than just a place they bring their 
car to. We know the stories of 
their lives.”
 She also said that the shop’s 
Service Manager, Greg Reardon, 
has been with them “for many 
years,” and “in a way, he’s sort of 
grown his career here.” She said 
that for the shop and customers 
to be able to “deal with the same 
people “day in ad day out” has 
really made a difference for the 
business. 

She said “there’s some comfort 
level” of “dealing with the father, 
the son, and now I’m here. You 
have a level of trust and a kind 
of accountability as well. They 
know if something goes wrong, 
they’re dealing with the owner 
and the owner’s going to make 
it right.” 

Arborway Auto celebrating 50 years of servicing cars in JP and beyond

said at the time she is woken 
up regularly by a flight at 3 a.m.
 Another resident said she 
recently bought a new home at 
the edge of Franklin Park. She 
said she expected peace and qui-
et, but what she got was the 
exhaust noise of one plane after 
another. “I totally thought I was 
losing my mind,” she said.
 Runway 27 is one of four run-
ways currently in use at Logan 
Airport. According to Massport 
officials at the time, the runway 
is used when the wind comes out 
of the west so that planes may 
take off into the wind. This leads 
to flights over eastern Jamaica 
Plain. 
 The flight path crosses Bos-
ton Harbor then turns southeast 
at the World Trade Center to fly 
over the Southeast Expressway, 
Franklin Park, and Forest Hills 
and Mount Hope cemeteries. The 
path came after a 1987 lawsuit 
by a group of Jamaica Plain, 
South End and Brookline res-

idents called the “Runway 27 
Coalition” that mandated an En-
vironmental Impact Statement 
(EIS). The coalition wanted to 
disperse the traffic over a broad-
er area, but the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) claimed 
that was too difficult to do. Using 
demographic information from 
the EIS, the FAA chose a flight 
path that would affect the least 
number of people. It was put into 
effect in August, 1996.
  
 1998
 “Residents take control” 
 Residents of Stony Brook 
Gardens Cooperative gained 
control of the housing develop-
ment. 
 The cooperative was estab-
lished five years ago by Urban 
Edge, a Jamaica Plain-based 
nonprofit that develops afford-
able housing. Urban Edge signed 
over the control on Dec. 13 as the 
cooperative finished self-man-
agement training. 
 They underwent various 
kinds of training, such as “how 
to make a policy, how to under-
stand financial management,” 
and maintenance, said Fran 

Price of Urban Edge at the time. 
 The city, state, and federal 
government and the private sec-
tor funded through Metropolitan 
Boston Housing Partnership, 
Inc. over $6 million to build the 
50-unit town house compound 
located between Chestnut Ave-
nue and Mozart, Lamartine and 
Roy streets. 
 Cooperative president Da-
vid A. Johnson and a board of 
directors was expected to run 
cooperative in consultation with 
Urban Edge and follow the fed-
eral guidelines for the next 40 
years. 

 1993
 “Policing, neighborhood style
 Suggestions made by resi-
dents” 
 JP residents met on both 
sides of town to discuss commu-
nity safety and police involve-
ment. On the northeast side, 
in the wake of gang related 
violence at the Stony Brook T 
station, the Hyde Square Task 
Force met to discuss crime on 
the Orange Line. Over on Green 
Street more than 20 JP resi-
dents came together to discuss 

long-term plans for community 
safety.
 Crime decreases and safety 
increases when citizens are in-
volved in the safety procedures 
of their own community, said 
members of the Jamaica Plain 
Neighborhood Council’s Neigh-
borhood Policing Task Force at 
its first meeting on January 20. 
 To get more people involved 
in neighborhood policing, and to 

generate more ideas about what 
neighborhood policing means, 
Jamaica Plain residents were in-
vited to discuss ways of moving 
beyond the perceived anonymous 
relationship police and commu-
nity maintain, and develop a 
list of suggestions to share with 
the Boston Police Department 
and the rest of the community 
as they develop neighborhood 
policing strategies. 

History
Continued from page 12
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racism in our city through our 
school system,” Janey said. “I 
saw firsthand how our school 
systems are failing our young 
people. Our schools are segre-
gated and quality is still the 
number one issue for families. 
Our children deserve better. We 
need to do more to live out Dr. 

King’s legacy.”
 Governor Charlie Baker also 
offered remarks in the video, 
saying that “as we begin 2021, I 
believe it’s critical that we con-
tinue to recognize and uplift the 
message of Dr. King and Coretta 
Scott King because our Common-
wealth has much more work to do 
when it comes to creating a more 
equitable and just society.” 
 He said that because Black 
and brown communities have 

been disproportionately affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
state has “expanded testing for 
communities of color,” and con-
tinues to invest in things like 
food insecurity and affordable 
home ownership, as well as pass 
police reform legislation.  
 Lisa Owens of City Life/Vida 
Urbana said that “the time for 
justice is always now. The time 
for direct action is now; is yes-
terday.”

 Imari Paris Jeffries said that 
“one of the things that I think 
we’ve all realized during the pan-
demic, during the racial unrest, 
is that we are stronger together. 
Ad a value that we hope emerges 
post vaccine, post cure, is that we 
are stronger together than we 
are apart.” 
 The full video can be viewed 
at mfa.org/event/community-cel-
ebrations/martin-luther-king-jr-
day. 

Dr. King
Continued from page 11
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BARRICKLO MAKES 
SHENANDOAH’S FALL 
2020 DEAN’S LIST
 Jenna Barricklo of Jamaica 
Plain is one of 1,017 students at 
Shenandoah University to earn a 
spot on the Fall 2020 Dean’s List.
 The Dean’s List is one of the 
oldest and most widely recog-
nized academic honors for stu-
dents. At Shenandoah Univer-
sity, undergraduate students 
pursuing baccalaureate degree 
programs in any school or divi-
sion are eligible to be named to 

the Dean’s List. To be considered, 
students must, for that semester, 
complete at least 12 semester 
hours and earn a semester GPA 
of 3.5 or higher.
Shenandoah University was es-
tablished in 1875, and is head-
quartered in Winchester, Virgin-
ia, with additional education-
al sites in Clarke, Fairfax and 
Loudoun counties. Shenandoah 
is a private, nationally recog-
nized university that blends 
professional career experiences 
with liberal education. For more 
information, visit su.edu.

CAMILO OF JP NAMED 
TO THE UNIVERSITY 
OF SCRANTON   
DEAN’S LIST
  Samantha C. Camilo of Ja-
maica Plain was among more 
than 1,800 students named to 
The University of Scranton’s 
Dean’s List for the 2020 fall 
semester. The Dean’s List rec-
ognizes students for academic 
excellence. A student must have 
a grade point average of 3.5 or 
better with a minimum number 
of credit hours during the semes-

ter to make the Dean’s List.
 Camilo is a senior interna-
tional business major in the Uni-
versity’s Kania School of Man-
agement.
 The University of Scranton 
is a Jesuit university located in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania.

BURGOS-TORRES 
NAMED TO THE CURRY 
COLLEGE FALL 2020 
DEAN’S LIST
Curry College is proud to an-

nounce that Lucas Burgos-Tor-
res of Jamaica Plain has been 
named to the Dean’s List for the 
Fall 2020 semester. Burgos-Tor-
res majoring in Communication, 
is among the roughly 1,000 stu-
dents that have received the dis-
tinction, a marker of academic 
excellence and high achievement.
To earn a place on the list, full-
time undergraduate students - 
those who carry 12 or more grad-
ed credits per semester - must 
earn a 3.3 grade-point-average 
(GPA) or higher.

LocaL StudentS earn academic HonorS
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Cell: 617-438-1472

FayeSimonRealEstate.com
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FAYE SIMON  
REAL ESTATE

Rentals & Sales

Faye  R. Simon
Real Estate Broker

Your Personal Real Estate Professional
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New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
[re]al estate

re teamwork

REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
[re]al estate

re teamwork

REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
[re]al estate

re teamwork

REAL ESTATE

“I couldn’t have asked for a more efficient 
and stress free experience.  Randal and Erik 
made everything seem so easy.” Kathy B.
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professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 
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or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com
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PURCHASE OR REFINANCE

Farrel Liss
Senior Loan Officer

NMLS # 18678 MA License # MLO18678 
685 Canton Street Norwood,MA 02062 

Phone: 781-801-1466 Cell: 617-522-0077 
farrel.liss@polimortgage.com • www.polimortgage.com/farrelliss

NMLS #1979 
MA Mortgage Lender/Broker 

Lic. # MC1979

Take Advantage of 
Historic Low Rates

Call Farrel Liss today!

617-522-0077

REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
[re]al estate

re teamwork

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

Spring 2013 is in Full Swing!

Joe Fallon 
jpfallon@gmail.com 

617-594-0761

Edana Spicker 
agentedana@gmail.com 

617-821-1102

Thinking of Selling? 
Call today for a free, no-obligation market analysis. 

Jamaica Plain 
101 Montebello Road Unit 1 
30 Armstrong Street - Multi Family

JUST SOLD UNDER AGREEMENT
Jamaica Plain 
93 Montebello Unit 2 
93 Montebello Unit 3 
3464 Washington St. - Multi Family 

Roslindale 
4073 Washington Street - Multi Family 
81 Florence Street - Multi Family

Roxbury/Fort Hill 
130 Marcella Street Unit 1

Roslindale 
3977 Washington St. - Multi Family

Ready to Buy? 
Call to learn how to maximize your purchase power.

  FOR SALE

30 Armstrong Street 
Units 1,2 and 3 
Jamaica Plain

Unit 1: Two-level 2 BD/2 BA    $389k 
Unit 2: 1 BD/1 BA                     $289k 
Unit 3: Two-level 2 BD/2 BA    $399k

Introducing three elegant, state-of-
the-art condominium homes 

with top-of-the-line finishes and 
cost-saving, green features.

19 Rosemary Street 
Unit 3 

Jamaica Plain 
$349,000
2 BD/1 BA

Crisp, eco-friendly renovation 
of sunny, top floor condo steps to 

39 Bus or T to Longwood 
Medical Area.

4 Fort Avenue 
Unit 3 

Roxbury Fort Hill 
$219,000
2 BD/1 BA

Bright and cheery condo with 
large, private deck right next to  

the park and Monument.

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com
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Bright and cheery condo with 
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A familiar face in a new place!
Joe Fallon is thrilled to be working for 
buyers and sellers out of the Remax 
Destiny location here in Hyde Square. 
Call Joe for any of your real estate 
questions or needs.

Joe Fallon

Music Terrace Studio
Offering lessons for viola, clarinet, percussion, and much more!

To learn about our teachers, rates, and policies visit

Four professional musicians • One welcoming environment in JP

www.terracemusicstudio.weebly.com

MUSIC STUDIO

Advertise your 
professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 
Call the Gazette at 

617.524.7662
or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Advertise your professional services 
Call the Gazette at  617.524.2626 

x. 225 or email localads@
jamaicaplaingazette.com

Buying, Selling 
or Just Professional & Friendly Advice

MONROE HEYMAN 
Sales Consultant 

REALTOR®, GRI, SRES, ABR

Cell: 617.240.9691 
Direct: 857.203.8018

Info@MonroeHeyman.com 
www.MonroeHeyman.com

Same philosophy at my new home

www. Yo u r G u i d e H om e . c o m

363 Centre Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
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REAL ESTATE

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE
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REAL ESTATE

Client Centered. Results Driven.

A better way 
to do real estate

NEATHERY BRENZEL
617-462-4628

YourBostonAgent@gmail.com

McCormack and Scanlan Real Estate
Realtors with Experience
Local and Independent

68 South Street, JP

To advertise, Call the Gazette at 
617.524.7662 or email 

ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

    McCormack & Scanlan Real Estate
68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Professional Real Estate Guidance.
Specializing in residential sales.

Estate Sales. Downsizing.

REAL ESTATE

Ron Danklefs ~ Broker/Owner
Good Neighbors Realty, LLC

617.913.7345 • rondank2@gmail.com
www.GoodNeighborsRE.com • Licensed and insured in MA

Seventeen Years as a Full-time Realtor 
in Jamaica Plain

• Personal 
  Attention,   
  Highest Value
  for Property

• Highly 
  Experienced   
  Buyer’s and 
  Seller’s Agent

• Professional 
  Marketing

• Rentals

• Tesla/Solar  
  City - Solar 
  Panel 
  Consultant

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Your Neighborhood Experts 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com 
617.869.0496

ELLEN+JANIS IS A TEAM OF REAL ESTATE AGENTS AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL 
ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. 

Your Neighborhood Experts 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com 
617.869.0496

ELLEN+JANIS IS A TEAM OF REAL ESTATE AGENTS AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LI-
CENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. 

Advertise your 

professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 

Call the Gazette at 

617.524.7662

or email 

ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

PLEASE RECYCLE

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Your community experts.
We live here. We work here.

34 South St., Jamaica Plain
617.453.3620
focusre.com
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By Seth Daniel

District 1 Councilor Lydia Ed-
wards is now in the process of 
scheduling a hearing to review 
and discuss a Home Rule Petition 
that would be sent to the State 
Legislature requesting that a po-
tential mayoral Special Election 
in June be waived.

On Wednesday, Jan. 13, the 
Council debated hotly the Home 
Rule presented by Hyde Park 
Councilor Ricardo Arroyo, but 

moved it to a hearing in Ed-
wards’s Committee.

This Wednesday, she said she 
hadn’t scheduled that hearing 
and there was plenty of time.

Mayor Martin Walsh is still 
serving as mayor though he has 
accepted the nomination from 
President Joe Biden to be the 
U.S. Labor Secretary. He would 
need to be confirmed by the U.S. 
Senate before he can start the 
job, and his hearings have yet to 
begin. However, five nominees for 

Cabinet positions have already 
started their hearings this week, 
and it is expected Mayor Walsh 
would begin his confirmation 
hearings next week some time. 
He is expected to have no trouble 
clearing the Senate.

Were he approved on that 
timeline, it would mean an exit 
well before the March 6 cut-off 
and would trigger a Special Elec-
tion by order of the City Charter. 
Councilor Arroyo is asking that 
the City be allowed to ignore that 

part of the Charter and move on 
to a Preliminary in September 
and the Municipal Election in No-
vember to decide the next mayor.

Arroyo said he believes a Spe-
cial Election would be too danger-
ous and could suppress the vote of 
minority communities in Boston.

“Holding an unnecessary and 
redundant Special Election for 
the position of Mayor of Boston 
would endanger the health of 
Boston residents during a deadly 
pandemic, exacerbate an already 
uncertain financial future for the 
City, and contribute to existing in-

equities often seen in special elec-
tions that contribute to the dis-
enfranchisement of immigrant, 
low-income, disabled, Black, and 
Latinx communities,” he said.

Council President Kim Janey 
would become Acting Mayor when 
Walsh leaves his seat, and would 
stay until the results of the Spe-
cial Election, or until next Janu-
ary if the Special Election were 
waived.

Edwards has already told the 
newspaper she won’t run for may-

Rachael Kulik
REAL ESTATE BROKER

RK
�������������������������

1429 CENTRE ST.     WEST ROXBURY, MA 02132

INSIGHT REALTY GROUP, INC.

RACHAELKULIK.COM

RACHAEL@RACHAELKULIK.COM

(978) 514-2018

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

For more information about
Jade and or other animals in 

need of adoption, 
please contact:

350 South Hungtington Avenue

JADE
Look at Jade’s floppy ears! This sweet, eight-month-old 
cattle dog mix came to the MSPCA after fracturing her right arm. It turns 
out that this little lady has wrist dysplasia, predisposing her to broken 
bones and arthritis at a younger age. After surgery, Jade is feeling much 
better! She loves to cuddle up close, play with squeaky toys, and eat 
snacks. She’s a little nervous around new people and in new situations, so 
she’s looking for an adopter to act as her advocate in this scary world! She 

would do best in a home without other dogs but 
would enjoy having dog friends once her arm 
has fully healed. She can live with teenagers and 
cats. If you’re looking for a timid, affectionate 
friend to snuggle up with as the days grow short-
er and the weather gets chillier, Jade is your girl!
 
Email adoption@mspca.com to inquire about 
this lovely lady!

Sponsored by:

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group
at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116
781-820-0280 or 
sarah@residentialgroup.com

(617) 522-5055
www.mspca.org

By John lynDS

It’s hard to believe that over 
85 percent of clothes wind up in 
the trash. While it’s the norm to 
recycle plastics, glass, metal and 
paper--clothes, shoes, and accesso-
ries have long been ignored. Stud-
ies show that about 10 percent 
of the nation’s landfills are full 
of discarded clothes and textiles.

Boston Public Works (BPW) 
announced recently it now has 
fourteen drop-off locations around 
the city for recycling clothing and 
textiles--this includes Jamaica 
Plain.

The location in Jamaica Plain 
at the city’s municipal lot located 

at 490 Centre St. accepts every-
thing from pants, shorts, curtains, 
pajamas, t-shirts, jerseys, sweat-
shirts, sweaters, jeans, dresses, 
coats, suits, shoes, blankets, and 
backpacks.

“Locations were started in mu-
nicipal lots since they are man-
aged by the City and space is 
there,” said BPW’s Brian Cough-
lin. “We’re now working with 
neighborhood groups to help iden-
tify private land that we can use. 
Also we are working with BPL, 
BPS and BFD facilities personnel 
as we look to expand this service.”

Coughlin said in Boston, about 
7 percent, or 14,000 tons of all 
city trash annually is clothes and 

other textiles. 
The city has partnered with 

HELPSY to offer this new ser-
vice to Jamaica Plain and Boston 
residents. 

“Our goal is to support up-
cycling, responsible handling of 
overstock and returns and chang-
ing the way the fashion industry 
thinks of the clothing life cycle,” 
said the company in a statement. 
“Ninety-five percent of all cloth-
ing, shoes and other textiles can 
be given a second life--50 percent 
are reusable, 45 percent are re-
cyclable. Local thrift stores play 
a necessary role in the resale 
economy, however they can only 
handle 10-20 percent of what they 

receive.”
HELPSY said all collected ma-

terials from the bins are sold to 
national and international retail-
ers, wholesalers and recyclers. 
This works the same way as any 
other recycled materials collected 
from the public. 

“Seventy percent of the world 
buys used clothing,” the company 
said. “Our buyers sell to countries 
who pay for the clothes. If banned, 
the primary economic alterna-
tive would be more fast fashion. 
Reselling used clothes is the best 
way to give clothes a second life, 
mitigating their environmental 
impact.”

New clothing and textile recycling drop box in Jamaica Plain 

The city’s new clothing 
and textile drop box in 
Jamaica Plain is located in 
the municipal lot on Centre 
Street.

Council debates Special Election Home Rule petition; moves to Committee

Continued on page 17
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By John Lynds 

Last week the cumulative 
COVID-19 positive test rate in 
Jamaica Plain increased slightly 
but the weekly positive test rate 
dropped. 

According to the latest data 
released by the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) last 
Friday, 28,896 Jamaica Plain 

By John Lynds

At its January board meet-
ing the Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) 
approved plans to bring 38 in-
come-restricted units of senior 
housing to Jamaica Plain. 

The BPDA approved project at 
3371 Washington Street yields 
39 housing units, 38 of which are 
income-restricted housing units. 

In their ruling the BPDA 
board wrote, “3371 Washington 
Street will revitalize the site with 
the construction of a five-story, 
36,834 square foot residential 
building with 39 total units, 38 
of which are income-restricted 
housing for low-income and ex-
tremely low-income seniors. The 

project meets the goals of PLAN: 
JP/Rox including preserving 
density, enhancing neighborhood 
character, balancing growth, and 
accelerating affordable housing 
production.”

According to filings submitted 
to the BPDA the project will 
include a 800 square foot restau-
rant space intended for the El 
Embajardo Restaurant, which 
is a current tenant on the site. 
This property was purchased by 
the City of Boston Department 
of Neighborhood Development 
(DND), Jamaica Plain Neigh-
borhood Development Corp., 
City Life/Vida Urbana and New 
Atlantic Development in 2020 
with significant support from the 
community.

Overall the project consists 
of the redevelopment of the par-
cels of land located at 3359-3365 
Rear and 3371-3375 Washington 
Street, a 10,927 square foot site 
located near the intersection of 
Washington Street and Green 
Street in Jamaica Plain

The redevelopment will in-
clude the demolition of an ex-
isting non-historic industrial 
structure and revitalizing the 
site with the proposed construc-
tion of a five-story, 36,834 square 
foot supported affordable senior 
housing development. 

An experienced property man-
agement company will provide 
a full range of management ser-
vices designed for senior hous-
ing and will coordinate a broad 

range of supportive programs 
and services to both frail and in-
dependent residents, including, 
regular programmed activities, 
24-hour emergency response, 
service coordination and an on-

site meal program. A live-in man-
ager’s units will also be included. 
The project will include indoor 
and outdoor common areas, a 
communal kitchen and dining 
room, and common laundry.

Quality, Affordable Residential Care for Seniors 62+

NO entrance fee
income or asset

restrictions!

• Private bedrooms with full bath
• 24-hour personal care assistance
• Medication administration
• 3 Home-style meals daily
• Laundry and housekeeping services
• Leisure and wellness activities
• Lovely common areas
• 100% accessible

Since 1901

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain
www.MountPleasantHome.org

617-522-7600

angell.org
Angell Animal Medical Center | 350 S. Huntington Ave, Boston | 617-522-7282
MSPCA-Angell West | 293 Second Ave, Waltham | 781-902-8400

REFERRAL SERVICES We are now welcoming a 
limited number of referral cases in Boston & Waltham. 

ON-SITE SPECIALTY CONSULTS & TELEMEDICINE Most of
Angell’s specialists are available to consult on your pet’s case
while your pet is at Angell or to facilitate phone or video
appointments. Visit angell.org.

EMERGENCY SERVICES & URGENT CARE Boston & Waltham 
are open 24/7. Our primary care & specialty services are 
available for patients with non-life threatening but urgent 
issues. 617-522-7282

PHARMACY Prescriptions for Angell patients are
available by curbside pick-up or mail (shipping fees apply).
Submit prescription requests at angell.org/pharmacy or
call 617-524-5700.

For more information, please visit angell.org/COVID
or call 617-522-7282.

Angell is Open!
Providing Essential
Veterinary Services

BPDA approves Washington Street project

An artist rendering of the BPDA approved senior housing 
project on Washington Street in Jamaica Plain. 

JP’s cumulative positive test rate up slightly, weekly test rate down

or, and also told media members 
she didn’t know why anyone 
would want to run.

Her Committee will review 
the Home Rule request, and po-
tentially report it out of Com-
mittee – or not. Were it to clear 
the Committee, it would need 
approval of the full Council. Then 
it would be sent to the State 
Legislature. There, both houses 
would need to pass the measure, 
and Gov. Charlie Baker would 
have to sign it. That process usu-
ally takes two or three months, 
but can be sped along if time is 
of the essence.

The City Charter indicates 
that if there is a vacancy in the 
mayoral seat within 16 months 
of the last Municipal Election, a 
Special Election must take place. 
The cutoff on that process is 
March 6, and Walsh is expected 
to leave well before that, thus 
requiring an act of the State 
Legislature to waive any Special 
Election.

Special Election
Continued from page 16

residents have been tested for 
COVID since the pandemic be-
gan and 6.9 percent overall were 
found to be positive–an increase 
of 9.5 percent from the 6.3 percent 
reported on January 1.

Last week 2,830 Jamaica Plain 
residents were tested and 4.2 
percent were found to be COVID 
positive-- a 23 percent decrease 
from the 5.5 percent reported by 
the BPHC on January 1. 

Citywide, 39,159 residents 
were tested and 7.5 percent were 
positive---this represents a 15 
percent drop from the 8.8 percent 
of residents that tested positive 
two weeks ago. 

According to the BPHC data, 
Jamaica Plain’s infection rate 
increased 16 percent since Jan-
uary 1. 

Jamaica Plain went from 445.8 
cases per 10,000 residents to 

517.8 cases per 10,000 residents. 
Two hundred ninety one ad-

ditional Jamaica Plain residents 
became infected with COVID-19 
since January 1 and the number 
of total cases here went from 
1,800 cases to 2,091 cases in the 
neighborhood. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down the 
number of cases and infection 

rates in each neighborhood. It 
also breaks down the number of 
cases by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 3.7 percent  
percent last week and went from 
47,607 cases to 49,379 confirmed 
cases in a week. Fifty-five more 
Boston residents died from the 
virus last week and there are 
now 1,107  total deaths in the city 
from COVID.



18 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   JANUARY 22, 2021

the frontlines of a pandemic, 
helping over 4,000 COVID-19 
patients. Firefighters brought re-
covery coaches to calls, to help 
those struggling with addiction. 
Police officers took 800 guns off 
the street, keeping us safe no 
matter the risk. Essential work-
ers and City employees answered 
the call, day after day. Residents 
stepped up to help each other in 
a thousand different ways. The 
heroes are all around us.
 As a City, we came together. 
We built a field hospital in five 
days. We created a Health In-
equities Task Force to address 

health disparities across race 
and ethnicity. We’ve provided 
over six million meals to chil-
dren, families, veterans, and 
seniors. We got 40,000 laptops 
to students. We got permanent 
rental vouchers to over 1,000 
families with children at risk of 
homelessness. And, we created 
the Boston Resil- iency Fund, 
providing over $30 million to 
help 250,000 households in need. 
And in 2020, despite the pan-
demic, we approved $8.5 billion 
of new investment in our city, 
creating a potential 35,000 new 
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Continued on page 19

Joe Biden needs             
our prayers

With President Joe Biden taking the oath of office this week, 
America is ready to recover -- both physically and psychologically 
-- from the four years of “carnage” that has been left behind by the 
previous presidential administration.

It is fair to say that no incoming President ever has faced more 
challenges than those that are awaiting Joe Biden: 

-- Washington, D.C. looks like a war zone for the inauguration, 
with 30,000 U.S. troops fortifying the city in the wake of the mob 
that stormed the Capitol two weeks ago. Similar threats of violence 
by anarchist, right-wing groups loom all across the country.

-- The COVID-19 pandemic is killing thousands of Americans each 
and every day, seven days a week, filling our hospitals to overflowing 
and overwhelming our healthcare system.

-- The nation’s economy is in tatters, even more so than during 
the Great Depression, with record-high unemployment, hunger, and 
small business failures.

-- America’s reputation in the world never has been lower in our 
entire history. Both friend and foe view us as an unreliable and 
unstable nation, rather than the moral and powerful leader that 
we have been since our founding.

-- And last but not least, the Russians have breached our national 
security with a massive cyberattack, the full scope of which still is 
to be determined.

The one saving grace for our country is this: No incoming pres-
ident in the past 50 years has had more experience, and is better 
prepared for the job, than Joe Biden. The same too, goes for his key 
Cabinet members. They will be able to hit the ground running to 
get us back on track.

Still, the task ahead for Joe Biden is daunting -- and he will need 
all of the prayers we can send his way.

Let’s go, Tampa Bay!
It’s okay to admit it, Pats’ fans -- we were rooting for Tom and 

Gronk in their playoff game for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers this past 
Sunday against the New Orleans Saints.

It has been jarring to see #12 playing in a Tampa Bay uniform 
this season -- it’s like seeing your long-time ex- with someone else.

But with the Patriots’ dismal season relegating the Pats to the 
bottom third of the NFL (where they are destined to remain for a 
while), Tom and Gronk’s playoff run with the Bucs has given us 
something to cheer about.

True, both are only shadows of their former selves. Brady threw a 
lot of off-target passes and Gronk had trouble getting open. On the 
other hand, they connected  for a key first-down deep in New Orle-
ans territory late in the game that led to the Bucs’ clinching score.

Although it was nowhere as dramatic as that amazing catch that 
Gronk made late in the 2019 AFC championship game in Kansas City 
that propelled the Pats to another Super Bowl, it still was a vintage 
Brady-to-Grok clutch play that brought a smile to the face of every 
New England fan. (We should note too, that Gronkowski played a 
huge role in the Tampa Bay running game with his blocking, just 
as he did with the Pats for a decade.) 

Tampa Bay will face a stiff challenge in Green Bay this Sunday. 
The Bucs smoked the Packers in their regular-season meeting ear-
lier in the year, but Aaron Rodgers and Co. are playing at an unreal 
level right now. 

Let’s go Bucs -- we want to see Tom and Gronk in the Super Bowl!

By mayor martin J. WalSh

 On January 12, I held my fi-
nal State of the City, which was 
broadcast live from Boston’s new-
est civic treasure, the completely 
rebuilt Roxbury branch of the 
Boston Public Library in Nubian 
Square. 
 2020 was a tough year. 2021 
is a year for healing as we keep 
each other safe; get through this 
final stretch of the pandemic; and 
build a recovery that moves all 
our neighborhoods forward. 
 Since the COVID-19 pandem-
ic began, we have lost 1,077 Bos-
tonians to COVID-19. They are 
loved and missed and their fam-
ilies are in my heart. COVID has 
affected all of us and it has hit 
some harder than others. Black, 
Latino, and immigrant commu-
nities faced the biggest impacts. 
Inequities in health, housing, and 
work opportunities caused more 
illness and job loss in these com-
munities. Older Bostonians and 
those with disabilities face the 
highest risk and the most iso-
lation. Most students have been 
out of classrooms since March, 
and families have struggled with 
childcare. 
 While 2020 was a year of 
struggle, it was also a year that 
brought out the best in our city. 
We saw nurses, doctors, and med-
ical staff gearing up and going 
into battle to save lives and pro-
vide comfort. We saw EMTs on 
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jobs. 
 In 2021, we will continue that 
work. One of our next priorities is 
getting students safely back into 
Boston Public Schools. We will 
also continue to support small 
businesses, renters and home-
owners, and those in recovery; 
push even further towards meet-
ing our climate goals; and invest 
in Boston’s parks and civic spac-
es that give our residents more 
opportunities to come together, 
safely. 
 We also need to address 
all the ways systemic racism 
hurts people in our city. The ur-
gency of this work has never 
been more clear. Last summer, 
George Floyd’s murder sparked 
a long-overdue reckoning with 
racism. I thank Black Bostonians 
for the way you made your voices 

heard. And I thank everyone who 
joined the movement — Black, 
white, Latino, Asian, and indig-
enous peoples standing together. 
I’m asking all of us to accept this 
responsibility as our own and 
commit to fighting racism. It’s 
our deepest moral obligation – 
and it’s our greatest opportunity 
for growth.
 We have tough days ahead 
of us. But we’ve been knocked 
down before, and we always get 
back up. In 2021, Boston will 
rise up again. We will leave no 
one behind, and our city will be 
stronger than ever.
 As you might know, Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden and Vice 
President-elect Kamala Harris 
have nominated me to be Labor 
Secretary in their administra-
tion. I have accepted this honor. 
If confirmed by the US Senate, 
I’m not going to Washington 
alone. I’m bringing Boston with 
me. This city is not just my home-
town, it’s my heart. I believe in 

Boston. This is the city that wel-
comed my immigrant parents. 
This is the city that picked me up 
when I needed a second chance. 
This is the city where I fought 
side by side with you for mar-
riage equality, immigrant rights, 
addiction treatment, criminal 
justice reform, education fund-
ing, and good middle-class jobs. 
 Every minute of every day in 
this job, I spent listening to you, 
learning from you, working with 
you and working for you. I will 
never forget it, and I will forever 
be grateful.  We may be hurting 
now, but the state of our city is 
resilient; the state of our city is 
united; the state of our city is 
hopeful; and the state of our city 
is deep-down Boston strong. 
 Boston, thank you. 

 Mayor Martin Walsh is the 
current Mayor of Boston and has 
been nominated for President Jo-
seph Biden’s cabinet as Secretary 
of Labor.
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PLEASE WRITE…
The Gazette welcomes letters to the  editor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: 

Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publication. Letters  may be emailed to 
letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. Please include address and 

telephone number for verification purposes. Anonymous 
letters will not be published.  More information:  617-524-2626

SERVICES

SHARED OFFICE SPACE 
AVAILABLE

David at kNURD on Kall:com can 
help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solu-
tions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 
617-676-5676 or 617-522-6090.  

Shared Ofice Space Available. A 
small practitioner office in wash-
ington St. in JP. Suitable for a en-
ergy healer or any manual thera-
pist to sublease hourly. Contact 
617.821.2875 for more details or 
photos.

—— Classifieds ——

CLASSIFIED INFO:
Fax your ad to 617-524-3921 or mail 
it to Gazette Publications, Inc., PO. 

Box 301119, JP, MA 02130. Or email it 
to classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.

com. For more info. call 
617-524-2626, ext. 225.

Boston residents preferred 
Start immediately. 
Call 617-212-2268 

for more information.

LICENSED PLUMBERS 
WANTED

Op-Ed
Continued from page 18

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU19P2301EA
Estate of:
Susan Yoshiko
Arase
Date of Death
10/11/2020
To all interested 

persons:
A Petition for Formal Ap-
pointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Martin P. Arase 
of Vienna, VA, MA re-
questing that the Court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NO-
TICE 
You have the right 
to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file 
a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 

a.m. on the return day 
of 02/12/2021.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsu-

pervised administration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: January 05, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

1/22/21
JP

Staff report

The Boston Zoning Commis-
sion on Wednesday unanimously 
voted to add Affirmatively Fur-
thering Fair Housing require-
ments to Boston’s zoning code, 
marking the final step in the 
amendment’s approval process 
prior to the Mayor’s signature.

The amendment was proposed 
and championed by Councilor 
Lydia Edwards.

The zoning amendment, one 
part of the Walsh Administra-
tion’s overall efforts to address 
discriminatory housing prac-
tices, will require developers in 
Boston to take substantial steps 
to stem displacement and pro-
vide further access to housing to 
those historically discriminated 
against. The amendment was 
unanimously approved by both 
the Boston Planning & Develop-
ment (BPDA) Board of Directors 
and the Boston City Council in 
December 2020, and will be sent 

to Mayor Walsh to sign following 
today’s vote.

“To reverse the exclusionary 
housing practices of the past that 
have kept families of color from 
accessing safe and secure hous-
ing and building generational 
wealth, we must support aggres-
sive new housing policies that 
promote equity and fairness,” 
said Mayor Walsh.

“This zoning amendment will 
codify the work we are doing 
every day at the BPDA to cre-
ate better access to safe and 
affordable housing for Boston’s 
residents,” said BPDA Direc-
tor Brian Golden. “In Boston, 
we are committed to advancing 
real solutions to solve our most 
challenging problems, and I am 
grateful for the work of our staff 
and many City of Boston col-
leagues to help us reach this 
historic milestone.”

With this amendment, the 
BPDA will require proposed 
development projects and/or 

Planned Development Areas 
(PDAs) undergoing Article 80 
review to consider impacts on 
area residents historically dis-
criminated against so that steps 
can be taken to reduce those 
impacts, provide new housing 
opportunities, and address past 
histories of exclusion.

Developers will be required 
to complete both the already-ap-
proved Accessibility Checklist, 
which considers impacts of people 
with disabilities, in addition to a 
new AFFH Assessment, guided 
by a displacement analysis and 
historical exclusion data that 
will be provided by the BPDA. 

In order to achieve the goals 
of Affirmatively Furthering Fair 
Housing, projects in impacted 
areas will be required to take ad-
ditional steps that could include 
providing an additional percent-
age of Inclusionary Development 
Policy (IDP) units than required, 
deepen the affordability of IDP 
units, provide additional acces-

sible units, provide a higher 
proportion of family-sized (2+ 
bedroom) IDP units, provide all 
IDP units on-site, match the 
percentage of family-sized units 
in the surrounding neighbor-
hood or any other option that 
meets the AFFH goals. Projects 
will also be required to market 
IDP units in accordance with an 
Affirmative Fair Housing Mar-
keting plan to further access to 
housing.

In addition, the Boston Inter-
agency Fair Housing Develop-
ment Committee (BIFDC), com-
prised of representatives from 
the Boston Housing Authority, 
Office of Fair Housing and Eq-
uity, Department of Neighbor-

hood Development, the Mayor’s 
Commission for Persons with 
Disabilities, and the BPDA 
will be created and will meet 
regularly to review the submit-
ted Assessments and develop 
a plan for ongoing monitoring 
of commitments and reporting 
requirements. 

“For too long, zoning has 
played a role in causing a lot of 
harm,” said Councilor Edwards. 
“With today’s vote, we are taking 
a historic step toward zoning 
playing a role in healing. We 
have come a long way and the 
real test is not the signing or 
even passage of this amendment 
but its implementation.” 

Zoning Commission approves fair housing zoning amendment
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Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.

UNLIMITED SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY | 673 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain | 617.522.2200 | jprealestate.com

For Your Next Adventure

Showings by appointment or virtual tour. 

46 Marmion Street - JP
3 Units - Available April 2021

3 Bed | 2.5 Bath |  1500 Sq.Ft. +/- 

19 Adelaide Street, Unit 2 - JP

Offered at $469,000

1 Bed | 1 Bath | 741 Sq.Ft.

241 Perkins Street, Unit C202 - JP

Offered at $998,000

2 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 1740 Sq.Ft.

44 Marmion Street - JP
Unit 1 - $899,000 | 3 Bed | 3 Bath 

Unit 2 - $899,000  | 3 Bed | 2.5 Bath
Unit 3 - $859,000  | 3 Bed | 2.5 Bath

COMING SOON

4281 Washingston Street - Roslindale

5 Units Available | Starting at $549,000

2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1100+ Sq.Ft.

21 Cottage Street, Unit B - Chelsea
Offered at $549,000

3 2 1465 Sq.Ft.
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