
By Seth Daniel

The last time Health Chief 
Marty Martinez was at the Reg-
gie Lewis Center, it was prior to 
the pandemic and for a summer 
youth employment fair.

It was a time of hope and ex-
citement for young people who 
were looking to have a great and 
productive summer working at 
jobs or internships.

Then came the dark days of 
COVID-19.

Never did Martinez ever be-
lieve in his wildest dreams on 
that day of the employment fair 
that the next time he stepped 
foot in the Center, it would be for 
an improbable, but also hopeful, 
situation – one that included the 
hope of immunity via mass vacci-
nations for a relentless virus that 
has sickened, and even killed, his 

fellow Bostonians.
On Wednesday, Feb. 3, though, 

Martinez found himself in just 
that situation standing in the 
facility’s gym while rolling out 
the City-sponsored site where 
folks 75 and older are now getting 
vaccinated for COVID-19.

“For me to have been here 
the last time for the fair in the 

PHOTOS BY JEREMIAH ROBINSON/MAYOR’S OFFICE

Health Chief Marty Martinez and Stacey Kokaram, 
director of the Office of Public Health Preparedness 
at the BPHC, introduce the new mass vaccination 
site at the Reggie Lewis Center on Wednesday, Feb. 3. The site is open to those age 75 and older 
for appointments to get vaccinated, but so far the site has had trouble attracting residents from 
the general area. Martinez said they have a goal of administering 1,200 doses per week initially.
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By lauren Bennett

The Eliot School of Fine & 
Applied Arts held a community 
update meeting as part of its 
Salon Series of conversations on 
January 27 for residents to learn 
about the Eliot School’s plans for 
moving forward. 

The conversation was led by 
the Eliot School’s Executive Di-
rector Abigail Norman and Pro-
gram Director Alison Croney 
Moses. 

Norman said that one of the 
purposes of the meeting was to 

discuss “how we can use this 
moment of disruption” to “think 
about rebuilding in ways that 
are stronger, richer, more varied, 
and better.”

She talked about some of 
the improvements that will be 
happening in the schoolhouse, 
though it remains closed at this 
time. Norman said that a proper 
restroom is being created in the 
basement, and improvements will 
also be made in the wood shop, as 
well as all of the classrooms.

Eliot School provides update 
on classes and programming

Continued on page 4

Reggie Lewis Center opened up as mass vaccination site

By Seth Daniel

At-large City Councilor Julia 
Mejia is facing some questions 
about her conduct at a mur-
der scene outside her home in 
Dorchester, where her neighbor 
was allegedly shot and killed 
while in his car.

Brandon Williams, 32, was 
murdered at point-blank range 
by a shooter on Thursday eve-
ning in a car in front of his 
home, which apparently is next 
door to Councilor Mejia’s home 
in Dorchester.

Media reports, especially from 
LiveBoston617 reported that a 
live stream had been posted di-

rectly after the shooting and the 
person posting it had gone into 
the crime scene and very close 
to the car, but never appeared to 
call police and refused to coop-
erate with officers at the scene.

That video has apparently 
been taken down and no longer 
available, but Councilor Mejia 
did say on a video post Monday 
that she was sorry for posting 
the graphic Facebook Live post. 
She said she had apologized to 
the family for it, but also said 
the conversation shouldn’t be 
about her response, but rather 
the realities of violence many in 
Boston face routinely.

At-large Councilor Mejia questioned 
about alleged live stream at murder scene

Continued on page 7
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By John Lynds

On Monday afternoon East 
Boston resident Ben Downing is 
inside Mi Pueblito Restaurant in 
Orient Heights Square picking 
up some tacos for lunch. 

“The chicken jalapeno here is 
also really good,” Downing tells 
me as he pays for his lunch.

It’s been a busy morning for 
the Western Mass native that 
served 10 years as a State Sen-
ator from Pittsfield before step-
ping down in 2017 to work full-
time in renewable energy. 

Downing has been on the 
phone all morning tapping into 
his network of supporters, poten-
tial donors, friends and family. 

On Monday morning, Downing 
released a video announcing he is 
formally entering the 2022 race 
for Governor of Massachusetts. 

“Growing up in Pittsfield, I 
lived what it meant to be an 
afterthought in the state’s polit-
ical power circles,” said Downing. 
“Now, as an East Boston resident, 
I’m part of a new community just 
as familiar with being written 
off. From one side of Massachu-
setts to the other, I have spent 
my life in communities that have 
had to fight harder than they 
should to get fair representation, 
equitable access to resources, 
and attention from Beacon Hill. 
So I know what a difference state 
leadership makes. And I know 
we need better than what we are 
getting right now.”

Downing was one of the young-
est state senators ever elected in 
Massachusetts history in 2006 
at the age of 24. During his ten-
ure at the State House Downing 
emerged as a leading climate 

advocate. 
Downing moved to Eastie five 

years ago with his wife, Micaelah 
Morrill, and are raising their 
two young sons Malcolm, age 3, 
and Eamon, age 9 months, in the 
neighborhood. However, Down-
ing’s roots in Eastie are strong 
and the family got their start in 
the neighborhood at the turn of 
the last century. In fact, there’s 
a hero square on the corner of 
Sumner and Cottage Street in 
Jeffries Point that was dedi-
cated by Mayor Martin Walsh 
in 2019 in honor of Downing’s 
great great-granduncle Albert 
Henry Downing of Eastie who 
died during World War I. 

While living in Eastie Down-
ing has seen first hand the ineq-
uities that have existed for quite 
some time but have only been 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“I think the major issues right 
are going to be the COVID re-
sponse and the lessons we’ve 
learned from COVID,” said 
Downing. “What did it expose? 

What did it show? I think what 
it showed was something a lot 
of us already knew existed. We 
have these widening economic 
and racial gaps in Massachu-
setts around income and wages, 
around wealth and gaps between 
communities in parts of the state 
that have grown and have ben-
efited from economic growth in 
recent decades. So the focus will 
be how do we close those gaps, 
how do we address economic and 
racial justice and, while doing 
that, take the urgent steps that 
we need to take to address cli-
mate change. We know that the 
most scarce resource when it 
comes to climate change is time. 
We only have really a decade 
here to take the steps we need 
to build a sustainable society and 
I don’t think our actions at the 
state level have reflected that.”

Downing argues that most of 
the uegrency over climate change 
has percolated up from members 
of the legislature, there needs to 
be more sense of urgency from 
the executive branch of govern-
ment. 

“We need more of a sense of ur-
gency,” said Downing. “We know 
communities like East Boston, 
Chelsea and even Pittsfield were 
targeted for the development of 
fossil fuel infrastructure and 
have the asthma rates and other 
public health indicators to reflect 
that. We know a transition to a 
clean energy economy and the 
spillovers from that are positive. 
We have more jobs to create by 
putting solar on roofs, building 
energy storage, doing energy ret-
rofits of homes, building offshore 
wind---there’s a lot of jobs there.”

By Lauren Bennett

Nearly 2,000 doses of the Mod-
erna COVID-19 vaccine went 
bad on January 19 after a freezer 
at the Jamaica Plain VA Medical 
Center came unplugged, accord-
ing to a spokesperson for the VA 
Boston Healthcare system. 

“The freezer was in a secure 
location and had an alarm sys-
tem installed,” the spokesperson 
said in a statement to the JP 
Gazette. 

“The plug was found loose 
after a contractor accidentally 
removed it while cleaning. An 
investigation is underway to 
determine the cause of the in-
cident and why the monitoring 
and alarm system did not work 
as expected.”

The spokesperson said that 
1900 doses of the vaccine are 
no longer viable, but “replenish-
ment doses are in process and we 
do not foresee disruption of our 
vaccination effort.” 

Vaccinations began last week 
at rest homes and assisted living 

facilities in the JP area, includ-
ing the Mount Pleasant Home 
and the Goddard House, as part 
of the state’s phased vaccination 
plan. 

City Councilor At-Large and 
mayoral candidate Michelle Wu 
told reporters at a press confer-
ence on January 29 that “the 
most urgent step” is to “end the 
pandemic by getting residents 
this protection of the vaccine.”

Wu has recently called for a 
vaccination clinic in every zip 
code in Boston to ensure equi-
table access to the vaccine, as 
well as for some to provide the 
vaccine at varying hours to ac-
commodate all. 

She also said that “building 
trust with communities, particu-
larly our most impacted commu-
nities,” is imperative, and “trust 
requires transparency with plan-
ning.”

Wu said that Boston and the 
federal government need to di-
rectly reach out to and commu-
nicate with residents regarding 
the vaccine. 

“The vaccine spoilage issue is 
a logistical one,” she said, adding 
that the logistical issues are ones 
that need to be “front and center” 
as vaccine distribution locations 
need to be able to store doses 
of the vaccine safely and for an 
appropriate amount of time so 
none are wasted.

“That all needs to be planned 
out right now,” she said, “not at 
the point where people are com-
ing to receive the vaccine.”

Nearly 2,000 doses of COVID-19 
vaccine “compromised” at VA hospital
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By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Martin Walsh on 
Wednesday provided a COVID-19 
update as well as talked about 
how people can continue to keep 
themselves and other safe as 
more vaccine rolls out.

Walsh said that as of Feb. 9, 
there were 168 new confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in Boston, 
and two more people have died.

For the week ending with Feb. 
4, he said that testing was down 
16 percent from the week before, 
and the average positivity rate 
citywide was 5 percent, down 
from 6.2 percent the week before.

He said that he would like to 
see the testing numbers increase 
and if the positive tests continue 
to go down, that is reassuring. 

As of February 8, the state 
has allowed businesses allowed 
to open in Step One of Phase 
Three of the reopening plan to 
up their capacity from 25 percent 
maximum to 40 percent. Walsh 
said that Boston is “aligning with 
the state on these capacity re-
strictions.” The limit on outdoor 
gatherings is still 25 people and 
the limit on indoor gatherings is 
still 10 people for both private 
and public places.

Walsh said that “the improve-
ments we’ve seen in our city and 
state numbers” mean that the 
precautions and safety require-
ments are working, as are the 
personal measures residents are 
taking, such as wearing a mask 
and washing their hands.

He said that this “does not 
mean anyone should let their 
guards down,” and that people 
should continue to follow all 
guidelines and precautions.

Walsh also said that the city’s 
Inspectional Services Depart-
ment (ISD) is working with the 
Boston Police Department, the 
Boston Fire Department, the 
Licensing Board, and other en-
tities on ensuring that restau-
rants and other businesses are 
following the guidelines.

He said that “random spot 
checks” are conducted each week, 
and that these departments are 
“not there to give you a hard 
time,” but rather to “make sure 
people stay safe.”

Walsh said that the “health 
and safety of residents” is always 

the first priority, and the city has 
and will continue to shut down 
any business that does not com-
ply with the requirements.

He said he does not want that 
to be the case, and the city is 
working to provide businesses 
with things that will help them 
through this difficult time, such 
as grants and PPE. 

Walsh also encouraged res-
idents to not host parties or 
other gatherings. He said there 
were three distinct times when 
COVID cases spiked in the city: 
in April and May of last year, 
when the virus really hit the 
city for the first time, following 
the Thanksgiving holiday, and 
following Christmas and other 
holidays where people gathered 
with friends and family.

He said that the city and state 
are “starting to see these num-
bers go down now,” but people 
should stay vigilant and not con-
tribute to another spike.

The city and state are at the 
beginning of Phase Two of the 
state’s vaccination plan, which 
includes those age 75 and older 
plus all people eligible in Phase 
One. Several vaccination sites 
are open in the city at the Reggie 
Lewis Center in Roxbury and 
Fenway Park, as well as “multi-
ple sites operated by community 
health centers and five phar-
macy locations,” Walsh said. He 
said that by the end of this week, 
there will be eight pharmacy 
locations. 

For any seniors having issues 
getting a vaccination appoint-
ment, Walsh encouraged them 
or their family members to call 
311 and ask for the Age Strong 
Commission, which will work 
with residents to help them sign 
up for an appointment.

“The vaccine is certainly a 
major step forward in the fight to 
recover form COVID-19,” Walsh 
said. “It’s one of the best tools 
we have to stop the spread of the 
virus and begin to return back 
to some sort of normalcy here in 
the city as far as being able to 
go outside and be able to enjoy 
life again.”

He said this is only possible 
“if people have access to the vac-
cine.” Walsh said that the city 
is working to provide access to 

the vaccine in the communities 
hit hardest by the virus, includ-
ing people of color, low income 
residents, and immigrants who 
may have transportation or lan-
guage barriers or are not able to 
take time off of work to get the 
vaccine.   

“That’s why the city is pushing 
for more access,” Walsh said, and 
“doing what we can to make sure 
that process is equitable.”

Walsh also said that the city 
will be assisting people with the 
online registration system for 
vaccine appointments.

“We hope and expect that all 
the things will speed up as more 
slots become available.

This Saturday, Feb. 13, there 

will be a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion clinic for veterans at the 
Dorchester VFW Post 1018 on 
Morton St., Walsh said, that will 
be “open to vets 65 and older who 
are enrolled in VA healthcare.” 

Caregivers enrolled in the VA 
Caregiver Support Program are 
also eligible for the vaccine at the 
clinic, which will be open from 
10am-1pm, and is first come, 
first served. Those who receive 
a vaccine at this clinic will be 
scheduled for their second dose 
for March 13.

Chief of Health and Human 
Services Marty Martinez added 
that the city was “pleased to see” 
that the state will now permit 
a “companion” (of any age) who 

brings a person over the age of 
75 to get their vaccine at one 
of the state’s mass vaccination 
sites to also get vaccinated on 
the same day.   

“For seniors watching, if you 
have someone in your family who 
will take you to get vaccinated, 
they will make an appointment 
as well as you and they will also 
be able to be vaccinated at one of 
the state’s mass vaccination sites 
including at Fenway Park here 
in Boston as well as the Reggie 
Lewis Center,” Martinez said.

He also said that the city is 
continuing its work to prepare 
for the people who are eligible in 
the next phase to ensure access 
for all.
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“We are absolutely surviv-
ing this period,” Norman said, 
“largely because of you in the 
room and state and federal leg-
islators.”

Norman said that the school-
house has been closed since 
March, and the school has lost 
more than one-third of its rev-
enue. The rest of the school’s 
programming “moved instantly 
online in March,” she said, which 
was a “huge challenge, but also 
a great source of satisfaction.”

Additionally, 1,300 art supply 
kits were created and delivered 
to BPS students for their remote 
art classes, and Norman said 
that the school’s TeenBridge pro-
gram went well this past year, 
culminating in a documentary 
called “InterGeneration.”

Croney Moses said that “we’re 
doing a pretty good job and we’re 
going to keep forging forward.” 
She said that while she misses 
meeting in person with children, 
she also misses the adult classes 

and being able to socialize with 
other adults.

“I wish I could say April 1 to 
get back in the schoolhouse,” 
Norman said. “We don’t know. 
There’s still so much that’s un-
certain. We’re riding this out just 
like everybody else.”

Norman said that there will be 
a summer program for children 
this year, as the Eliot School has 
joined a group of camp leaders in 
the Boston area that have helped 
the school understand protocols 
for things like social distancing 
and contact tracing.

She said that with the help 
of JP architect Ed Forte, “we’ll 
be constructing some outdoor 
canopies” to use as outdoor class-
rooms for pods of kids. The sum-
mer program will run from the 
end of June through some time in 
August, and details can be found 
on the Eliot School’s website. 

“Out main concern about re-
opening is we need to protect 
the health of our students, our 
teachers, and our staff,” Norman 
said. “It’s a dangerous world out 
there right now.”

Norman also explained that 
the school recently completed 

walk-throughs with a contractor 
for the installation of an air pu-
rification system, and “Ed Forte 
has designed a social distancing 
map of every classroom. When 
the time comes for us to reopen, 
we’ll probably open slowly, grad-
ually, piece by piece,” she said, 
and will also implement a con-
tact tracing protocol. 

She added that they are also 
exploring holding online classes 
for their tuition based program. 

When asked about the future, 
Croney Moses said that “my hope 
for this year is the beginning of 
us working towards eliminating 
systems of oppression in our so-
ciety and uplifting voices that 
have been silenced for too long,” 
adding that she hopes to use 
creativity and art “to make that 
happen.”

Questions from friends, neigh-
bors, and students of the Eliot 
School were also addressed by 
Norman and Croney Moses. 

One person asked what the 
Zoom classes currently look like 
for the BPS students who are 
participating virtually.

Zahirah Nur Truth, one of the 
teachers in the School and Com-

munity Partnerships program, 
explained that she and her stu-
dents listen to music at the be-
ginning of the lesson, and move 
into drawing and storytelling.

“It’s also about relationships,” 
she said, adding that the group 
plays games together as well. 

“The teachers have two cam-
eras,” Croney Moses said, “one on 
them, and one on their art. She 
said that the teachers provide a 
demonstration and then provide 
feedback on the students’ art.

“The teen classes are a little 
more in-depth than that,” she 
said. “Some kids have had expo-
sure to arts and some have not.”

Another person asked where 
Norman and Croney Moses see 
the Eliot School in five to 10 
years.

“Online classes may provide 
an opportunity for people who 
cannot physically come to the 
schoolhouse,” Norman said, such 
as older people or those with 
mobility issues. She said this 
also provides the “potential for 
engaging teachers who live in 
other countries and other parts 
of the country who may be able 
to interact with students,” which 

is something that could also be 
integrated with in-person classes 
to enrich the experience further.

She also said she would like 
to see more racial diversity at 
the school. 

Someone also asked about the 
expansion of Eliot School, which 
was proposed to the community 
in 2019. The project has been 
on hold since the pandemic hit, 
but a final presentation to the 
school’s board was given right 
before the pandemic, she said.

“We are going to have to take a 
minimum of two years to rebuild 
financially coming out of COVID,’ 
Norman said. “It’s just taken 
a huge hit on the Eliot School” 
and other similar organizations, 
she added.

“We’re going to need a period 
of time to regroup financially,” 
and she said that “at some point” 
the conversation about the ex-
pansion will be picked up again. 
But until then, she said “all of 
that research will still be there 
waiting for our board.” 

To learn more about the Eliot 
School and its programming, vis-
it eliotschool.org.

Eliot School
Continued from page 1
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Since 2017 Downing has 
served in a leadership role at 
Nexamp, a leading renewable 
energy company. In that role, 
Downing led efforts to improve 
accessibility within the green 
economy, expand to new markets 
outside of the northeast, and de-
ploy cutting-edge energy storage 
solutions here at home. He serves 
on the board of the Environmen-
tal League of Massachusetts and 
is a leading advocate for climate 
action in the Commonwealth.

“I’ve come away from Nexamp 
more optimistic,” said Downing. 
“The naysayers will say, “Oh it’s 
big pie in the sky stuff” and it’s 
not going to really do anything 
with the economy. I think the 
most exciting thing for me is to 
see the solutions that we have to 
climate change that are at our 
fingertips--whether that’s solar 
energy efficiency, battery stor-
age, offshore wind--they’re there 
to be tapped. What’s been miss-
ing is leadership that’s ready to 
tap into that potential and set a 
higher standard for all of us. All 
too often you see Governor Baker 
echo talking points from the real 

estate lobby and others who say 
these will cost too much and slow 
down development. We’ve heard 
those concerns every step along 
the way when it comes to the 
climate change debate in Mas-
sachusetts. But every step along 
the way those talking points 
have been proven wrong. Yes, 
there are costs but the benefits 
far outweigh the costs. We’ve 
seen that time and time again 
and the great thing about these 
jobs is they will be done in Mas-
sachusetts, the work has to be 
done here, and they’re good blue 
collar jobs that can be done in 
every corner of the state.”

Another focus said Downing 
will be to invest in transporta-
tion that can help cut down on 
carbon emissions. 

“A big part of addressing cli-
mate change issues is making 
transit more reliable and you 
look at governor Baker’s record; 
it’s a record of cutting the budget 
at the MBTA,” said Downing. 
“We need to increase ridership 
and make it more reliable but we 
need to do the same with the Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) because the 
BRT just isn’t relevant but we 
need it to be. We need people 
to see that as a viable option 
that gets them out of their cars. 

It is a significant undertaking 
but it’s that much tougher to 
do without leadership from the 
corner office.”

As a state Senator, Downing 
represented the largest district 
in the state, comprising 52 cit-
ies and towns. Over a decade in 
office he led legislative efforts 
to accelerate our clean energy 
development and respond to cli-
mate change, rebuild our urban 
and rural economies, reduce pov-
erty and hunger, strengthen our 
state ethics laws, and expand 
protections for transgender in-
dividuals. 

“I’m running for Governor to 
build a fairer, stronger Massa-
chusetts,” said Downing. “I be-
lieve there is no limit to what 
we can accomplish here. But the 
leadership needed to unlock this 
potential is sorely lacking. As 
we recover and reimagine our 
future in the months and years 
to come, we need a Governor who 
sees, feels and understands the 
gravity of this moment and how 
we got here; who is not content 
with accumulating power but 
who is ready to use that power 
to respond boldly to the dire 
impacts of the pandemic, rising 
racial inequality, and the urgen-
cy of climate change.”

Downing
Continued from page 2
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Private showings and 
virtual tours available.
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Jay Balaban, 617.293.8932
Richard Chalfin, 610.329.0200

Offered at $389,000
3 Bed, 1 Bath, 1211 Sq.Ft. 
Celdra Allen, 617.283.8375

7-9 Ferndale St #9B - Dorchester 111 Perkins St, Unit 119 - JP
Offered at $335,000
1 Bed, 1 Bath, 935 Sq.Ft. 
Roger Rodriguez, 617.504.0199

  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Joe Fallon  REALTORÒ 
JPFallon@gmail.com 
617-594-0761 
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Wishing all in JP a Happy Valentine’s Day and a 
healthy Spring season, with a special hug going to the 
local businesses that make our community so special. 

These two small independent locally owned businesses are what make Jamaica 
Plain so special. Please join me in supporting them by stopping by BOTH! 

 

Schedule your own private group 
shopping event here – I’ve done it! 

Boston’s best men’s & ladies’ vintage! 

Gorgeous screening room for 
private screening parties – I’ve had 

3 events here with great success! 

40 South St. (in Jamaica Plain) The Video Underground 

By Seth Daniel

The Boston Public Schools 
(BPS) submitted its budget pro-
posal to the School Committee 
Wednesday night, and it was a 
budget that included a $36 mil-
lion increase in funding over last 
year in what is the second year 
of a $100 million commitment 
made by Mayor Martin Walsh in 
January 2020.

The budget submission is be-
ing titled ‘Return, Recover and 
Re-Imagine,’ and focuses heavily 
on health and wellness and the 
resources that are believed to be 
necessary once children return to 
school next fall with the weight 
of COVID-19 still lingering even 
if the pandemic is over.

The overall budget is $1.29 
billion and is the largest ap-
propriation for the schools ever 
made in the history of BPS.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has 
clearly exposed inequities that 
persisted for our students for far 
too long, and this recovery bud-
get is centered on student ser-
vices and supports to immediate-
ly address concerns and promote 
an equitable recovery,” said BPS 
Superintendent, Brenda Cas-
sellius. “This student-centered 
and community-focused recov-
ery budget proposal builds upon 

our investments made last year 
in student and family advance-
ment, at a time when our commu-
nity is most in need. As we move 
forward and recover from the 
pandemic, we remain committed 
to a safe return, opening access 
and closing achievement gaps, 
and ensuring an excellent and 
equitable education for all stu-
dents, particularly our students 
most impacted this past year.”

CFO Nate Kuder said it is 
unprecedented for a major school 
district to be expanding its bud-
get in the times of COVID-19. He 
said Boston is really fortunate 
that the City has continued its 
commitment of $36 million in 
the second year when financial 
times are so uncertain.

“Boston stands alone in in-
creasing financial investments 
into schools,” he said. 

One of the key measures is per 
pupil expenditures. This year, 
he said, that has gone up by 
$1,700 per student to $23,500 
per student.

One of the biggest worries has 
been the trauma and education-
al setbacks that students and 
their families might bring with 
them when they return to school 
buildings for the first time in a 
year. That is why Cassellius said 

they hired 95 new full-time social 
workers for the schools, and 80.5 
new full-time multi-lingual fam-
ily liaisons. Already, last year, 
in the first year of the five-year 
transformation plan, several so-
cial workers and liaisons were 
hired as well, and Cassellius 
said their work has been critical 
to families and students over the 
pandemic.

One major funding piece that 
still falls into uncertain waters 
is how to deal with declining 
enrollments due to the pandemic. 
Typically, schools are funded by 
the numbers of students they 
have enrolled. However, during 
COVID-19, enrollments have 
plummeted in BPS. No one is 
quite sure why, and no one knows 
if it will continue. However, Kud-
er said they would be investing 
$18.5 million into schools with 
declining enrollment to make 
sure they are not penalized for 
the situation.

“The drop in enrollment is real 
and significant,” he said. “We 
don’t know what the future will 
hold for enrollment. But we want 
students to return to school with 
the same programs and specials 
like music and art – and with 
social workers and liaisons…We 
don’t know where it will be at 

next year. We don’t as a district 
want to close capacity for some 
facilities and then a lot of new 
families show up and we have to 
open capacity and quickly re-hire 
teachers.”

Instead, they will invest that 
$18.5 million in making up for 
any enrollment declines that per-
sist into next fall.

Cassellius did confirm that 
there would be no new school 
closures next year that aren’t 
already planned.

Facilities also have a big part 
of the budget too, and an invest-
ment last year in custodial staff 
has continued this year – but 

this time it is more important 
than ever due to the needs of 
COVID-19 and keeping build-
ings safe. With that, an addi-
tional $1.417 million has been 
invested in adding more daytime 
custodians to the district’s school 
facilities.

There will be additional bud-
get hearings for the community 
to participate in over the com-
ing month. On Thursday, Feb. 
11, there will be another budget 
hearing online; and it will be 
discussed again at the Feb. 24 
School Committee meeting also. 
The School Committee Budget 
vote is expected on March 24.

BPS submits budget heavy on social-emotional help, addressing enrollment declines

J A M A I C A P L A I N G A Z E T T E . C O M

Morrison’s 
Auto-Rite

Outstanding Service since 1969!!

617-522-4444 
www.MorrisonsAutoRite.com

Call for an  
appointment

Potholes, city driving and 
rough winters all take a toll 

on your car.
Come in for a checkup

475 Centre St
Jamaica Plain

 on the 39 bus line 
and convenient 

to the 
Orange Line
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DEDEN-BINDER  
EARNS DEAN’S        
LIST HONORS

SUNY New Paltz is proud to 
congratulate Lucas Deden-Bind-
er of Jamaica Plain, for being 
named to the Dean’s List for the 
fall 2020 semester.

Dean’s List designation is re-
served for students who excel 
academically and earn at least 
a 3.3 grade-point average in a 
semester with a full-time course 
load.

HAYES NAMED 
TO HAMILTON 
COLLEGE FALL 2020         
DEAN’S LIST

Declan Hayes, of Jamaica 
Plain, has been named to the 
Dean’s List at Hamilton College 
for the 2020 fall semester.

To be named to the Dean’s 
List, a student must have car-
ried throughout the semester 
a course load of four or more 
graded credits with an average 
of 3.5 or above.

Hayes, a senior majoring in 
government, is a graduate of 
Boston College High School.

Originally founded in 1793 as 
the Hamilton-Oneida Academy, 
Hamilton College offers an open 
curriculum that gives students 
the freedom to shape their own 
liberal arts education within a 
research- and writing-intensive 
framework. Hamilton enrolls 
1,850 students from 49 states 
and 49 countries. Additional in-
formation about the college can 
be found at www.hamilton.edu.

PENA NAMED TO 
COLLEGE OF THE 
HOLY CROSS’ FALL 
2020 DEAN’S LIST

 Lisalina Pena of Jamaica 
Plain, was named to the Col-
lege of the Holy Cross Fall 2020 
Dean’s List. A member of the 
Class of 2023, Pena is majoring 
in Political Science.

Pena was among more than 
1,453 students named to the 
Dean’s List for outstanding ac-
ademic achievement during the 
fall semester of the 2020-21 ac-
ademic year.

To qualify, students must pass 
four or more letter-graded cours-
es with no failing grades during 
the semester and earn a GPA of 
3.5 or higher.

The College of the Holy Cross, 
in Worcester, Mass., is among the 
nation’s leading liberal arts insti-
tutions. A highly selective, four-
year, exclusively undergraduate 
college of 3,100 students, Holy 
Cross is renowned for offering a 

rigorous, personalized education 
in the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. 
Since its founding in 1843, Holy 
Cross has made a positive impact 
in society by graduating students 
who distinguish themselves as 
thoughtful leaders in business, 
professional and civic life.

LOCAL STUDENTS 
WHO MADE THE 
UMASS AMHERST

Fall 2020 Dean’s List
Below is a list of local students 

who were named to the dean’s 
list at the University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst for the fall 
2020 semester.

In order to qualify, an under-
graduate student must receive a 
3.5 grade-point average or better 
on a four-point scale.
JAMAICA PLAIN
Wells Harris Burrell
Faith T Cardoza
Julian Charles Day
Emilia Marie Fonseca
Gabriel Solano Grimes
Natalie E Habib
Ellen Wen He
Isaac Martin Bozzi Hoeh
Inocencia Laura Kaley Munro
Alex Joseph Kibrick
Hazel Landborg Law
Aine Reen McMahon
Elliot H Parry
Katrina Elizabeth Rojas
Gabriel Saidel Severin
Machai Thompson
Adam Real Wintzer
ROSLINDALE
Ashbell Gessese Abraham

Audrey Elena Addonisio
Mariell Elianna Alvarez
Matthew Rocco Anzalone
Lynn Hessen Bashir
Leonardo Batista Poblete
Erica Cene
Ryan Durant
Anthony Monaci Englert
Natanel Yosef Nam Ervin
Leonard Vegas Esser
Ryan Mezban Haideri
Jessica Catherine Hardy
Niajah Kesly Hyppolite
Amanda Monteiro Ibner
Yianna Maria Kaplan
Chan J Kim
Gil J Kim
Joan E Larrabee
Anthony Li
Garrett Michael MacIsaac
Sabryn Maisonneuve
Walt Millan Manasse-Latham
Victoria Ilamar Marrero-Lara
Riley Greer McTaggart
Sofia Alexandra Meadows-Muriel
Hannah Nicole Moy
Junika Iris Ortiz
Eric Panchev
Marina Isabel Pineda Shokooh
Omar Ernesto Roche
Miguel Antonio Sandler-Espinosa
Aimee Ruth Styklunas
Caroline Sunuwar
Kate Fierro Wallace

FREUNDLICH 
NAMED TO LASELL 
UNIVERSITY       
DEAN’S LIST

 Graham Freundlich of Ja-
maica Plain was named to the 
Fall 2020 Dean’s List at Lasell 
University in Newton, Massa-
chusetts.

Freundlich was named to the 
Dean’s List for their academic 
performance in the fall semester. 
Students who receive this honor 
have completed at least 12 cred-
its as a full-time student and 
have achieved a semester GPA 
of 3.5 or higher.

REYNOLDS RECEIVES 
DEGREE FROM 
GEORGIA TECH

 Robert Reynolds of Jamai-
ca Plain has earned a Master 
of Science in Computer Science 
from the Georgia Institute of 
Technology in Atlanta.

Reynolds was among approxi-
mately 3,800 undergraduate and 
graduate students who earned 
their degrees during the Fall 
2020 semester and were rec-
ognized during the Institute’s 

259th Commencement exercises 
December 11-12, 2020, at Bobby 
Dodd Stadium.

One of the nation’s leading re-
search universities, the Georgia 
Institute of Technology is in the 
business of Creating the Next: 
the next idea, the next technol-
ogy, and the next legion of agile 
minds well-equipped to imagine 
and engineer our future. Nearly 
40,000 undergraduate and grad-
uate students are enrolled, and 
Georgia Tech is ranked in the na-
tion’s top 10 public universities 
by U.S. News & World Report. 
For more information, visit gat-
ech.edu.

CAILA KILSON-KUCHTIC             
NAMED TO THE 
UNIVERSITY OF 
NEW HAMPSHIRE’S     
DEAN’S LIST 

 Caila Kilson-Kuchtic of Ja-
maica Plain  has been named to 
the Dean’s List at the University 
of New Hampshire for earning 
Highest Honors for the fall 2020 
semester. Kilson-Kuchtic is ma-
joring in Communication.

Students named to the Dean’s 
List at the University of New 
Hampshire are students who 
have earned recognition through 
their superior scholastic perfor-
mance during a semester en-
rolled in a full-time course load 
(12 or more graded credits). 
Highest honors are awarded to 
students who earn a semester 
grade point average of 3.85 or 
better out of a possible 4.0. Stu-
dents with a 3.65 to 3.84 aver-
age are awarded high honors 
and students whose grade point 
average is 3.5 through 3.64 are 
awarded honors.

The University of New Hamp-
shire is a flagship research uni-
versity that inspires innovation 
and transforms lives in our 
state, nation and world. More 
than 16,000 students from all 50 
states and 71 countries engage 
with an award-winning faculty in 
top ranked programs in business, 
engineering, law, liberal arts and 
the sciences across more than 
200 programs of study. UNH’s 
research portfolio includes part-
nerships with NASA, NOAA, 
NSF and NIH, receiving more 
than $100 million in competitive 
external funding every year to 
further explore and define the 
frontiers of land, sea and space.
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Advertise your services! Call 617-524-7662

Christine Rose, LMT
Trained in Lymphatic Drainage, Deep Tissue/Sports and Swedish Massage

3464 Washington Street JP.  
www.imanimassage.com • 617.821.2875! 

Imani ~ a relaxation place
MASSAGE

FITNESS TRAINING
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CHIROPRACTORS

 Chiropractic Care  
Dr. T.J. Mercurio 

Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

For Your 
HealtH Mind & BodY

Sally Friar, DC
520 Centre St., JP

617-458-1613
by appointment only

Friar
Chiropractic

ChiropraCtiC pErSoNaL FitNESS CoaChiNG

$89
30 Day All Access 

Coaching Trial
New clients only

617-435-0213 • info@myjpfitness.com

Are you MINDing YOUR business? 
Advertise your services here!  

Call 617-524-2626 x223 or 225

G.J. “Chip” Bradish, LMHC
Jamaica Plain, MA  • 617.524.6807
gjbradish@gmail.com
www.centerground.org

Practicing in JP since 1996.

for growth and development. New group starting this fall.CoaChiNG aND CoUNSELiNG
R

FitNESS
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LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

Sr. Embedded Systems Engineer  
BioSensics LLC: for emb. sys. design, 
development & deployment of firmware 
that interact w/ BioSensics wearable 
sensor hardware. Must maintain/im-
prove firmware, qlty. assur., testing & 
mfg. processes; Develop firmware for 
low pwr. micro-controllers; Prototype 
low pwr. & miniaturized emb. sys., 
utilizing exp. w/ low pwr. personal area 
wireless standards (e.g. Bluetooth, 
zigbee, & ANT); Debugging emb. sys.; 
Digital circuit design & PCB board 
production, utilizing exp. w/ micro-con-
troller based sys., a/w/a exp. w/ MEMS 
accelerometers or gyroscope chips. 
Min. reqs: Master’s in comp. eng., elec. 
eng., comp. sci. or info. networking 
w/ 36 months experience as an emb. 
sys. or software eng.; OR Bachelor’s 
in comp eng, elec. eng., comp. sci. or 
info. networking w/ 60 mo’s exp as an 
emb. sys. or software eng.; Demon-
strable ability in C/C++, python, emb. 
sys., linux kernel software, operating 
systems (OS) & emb. real time sys-
tems (RTOS), & device driver software. 

Place of employment: 57 Chapel St., 
Newton, MA 02458. Hours: 9am – 

5pm, M-F. Send resume & cover letter 
to: Ashkan Vaziri, Co-Founder & CEO, 

at ashkan.vaziri@biosensics.com

Sr. Embedded 
Systems Engineer
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EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


By lauren Bennett

Police Commissioner Dennis 
White, who was sworn in on 
Feb. 1 following the retirement 
of former Commissioner William 
Gross, has been placed on admin-
istrative leave as of Feb. 3 by 
Mayor Martin Walsh, following 
allegations of domestic violence. 

The Boston Globe reported 
last Wednesday that the city will 
be conducting an outside inves-
tigation around “the handling 
of a 1999 allegation of domestic 
violence involving White,” the 
article states.

The article also states that the 
allegations include “that White 
pushed and threatened to shoot 
his then-wife, also a Boston po-
lice officer, and was later ordered 
to stay away from his family.” 

The article continues on to say 
that a restraining order was is-

sued on May 5, 1999 “that forced 
White to vacate his home, stay 
away from his wife and children, 
and surrender his service weap-
on,” and these allegations were 
denied by White “in court filings.” 
The Globe also reported that no 
evidence could be found “that 
White was charged with a crime.”

City Council President Kim 
Janey, who is poised to become 
acting mayor should Mayor 
Walsh be confirmed as labor 
secretary for the Biden admin-
istration, said in a statement 
to the Globe that “I have had 
the opportunity to work with 
Commissioner White while on 
the Council, but this is the first 
I am hearing of this issue, and I 
am deeply concerned. The public 
deserves transparency.” 

White began his time with the 
department as a patrol officer in 
D6 in South Boston, Walsh said 

New police commissioner placed on administrative leave following emergence of domestic violence allegations

lauren Bennett

El alcalde Martin Walsh ha 
puesto al Comisionado de Policía, 
Dennis White, en licencia admin-
istrativa tras unas acusaciones 
de violencia doméstica. Esto se 
produce solo dos días después de 
su juramento.

El Boston Globe informó el 
miércoles pasado que la ciudad 
llevará a cabo una investigación 
externa sobre “el manejo de una 
acusación de violencia doméstica 
en 1999 que involucra a White”.

Las acusaciones incluyen 
amenazas contra su esposa, que 
resultaron en una orden de aleja-
miento. Sin embargo, no se puede 
determinar si White fue acusado 
de un delito.

La Presidenta del Concejo 
Municipal, Kim Janey, dijo en 
un comunicado al Globe que esta 
era la primera vez que escuchaba 
sobre el tema y que estaba pro-
fundamente preocupada.

White ha trabajado en el De-
partamento de Policía de Boston 
(BPD) durante 32 años. Comenzó 
su tiempo en el departamento 
como oficial de patrulla, luego 
como sargento supervisor de pa-
trulla y sargento detective. Fue 
teniente y supervisor de servicio 
en Roxbury, Mattapan y Jamaica 
Plain.

White se desempeñó como 
superintendente adjunto, fue 
ascendido a jefe de personal y 
luego a superintendente. White 
también es miembro del Grupo 
Especial de Reforma del BPD. 
Fue una elección natural para 
el puesto que dejó vacante el ex 
comisionado William Gross.

Walsh informó que desconocía 
las acusaciones contra White. 
Inmediatamente dejó al Comisio-
nado en espera de los resultados 
de una investigación imparcial. 
Mientras tanto, el Superinten-
dente en Jefe Gregory Long ser-
virá como comisionado.

El Comisionado en licencia administrativa 
tras acusaciones de violencia doméstica

“This conversation needs to be 
about the realities of what people 
live every day in the City of Bos-
ton,” she said in the video. “I’m 
sending my sincere condolences 
to the family on Evans Street 
for the murder that happened 
last week and ground this con-
versation in what it should have 
always been – the family that 
lost a son, father, sibling and 
friend. That’s what the conversa-
tion should be about and I want 
to re-center it…

“I also want to apologize to 
those that were exposed to a 
Facebook Live that I shared 
when I learned what was hap-
pening outside my door,” she con-
tinued. “I responded first as a 
mother, as a neighbor and wasn’t 
thinking about being a city coun-
cilor. I responded in a way that 
if I had to do it again, I wouldn’t 
do it…I also know the impact on 
those that were exposed to it. I 
apologize for that. I reached out 
to the family and apologized for 
the hurt that it caused.”

On Feb. 5, Councilor Mejia 
participated in a Boston Globe 
story about the incident, but did 
not say anything about a Face-

book Live post she had made, or 
about whether or not she coop-
erated with police at the scene.

Some family members of the 
victim, Brandon Williams, re-
sponded to the video post by say-
ing they were disappointed with 
Councilor Mejia’s conduct both 
during and after the incident.

Mejia said, again, it is import-
ant to shed light on the realities 
of gun violence in some neigh-
borhoods of the City, including 
her own.

A spokesperson for Councilor 
Mejia did not return an inquiry 
from this newspaper with a com-
ment on the matter.

Mejia
Continued from page 1

at the swearing-in ceremony on 
Monday, and then became D2 
sergeant patrol supervisor and 
a sergeant detective in D4 in the 
South End and Internal Affairs.

“Before he joined the com-
mand staff in 2014, he was a 
lieutenant and duty supervisor 
in District 2 in Roxbury, District 
3 in Mattapan, [and] District 13 
in Jamaica Plain,” Walsh said. 
“He served as Deputy Superin-
tendent in the Office of Superin-
tendent and Chief in the Bureau 
of Field Services Night Com-

mand. He was promoted then 
to chief of staff…to the rank of 
superintendent.”

White is also a member of the 
Boston Police Reform Task Force. 
He has served with the Boston 
Police Department for 32 years. 

“In an attempt to create a 
smooth transition and honor 
former Commissioner Gross’s 
desire to spend time with his 
family, Dennis White was asked 
to quickly step into the role of 
Police Commissioner, beginning 
last Friday.,” Walsh said in a 

statement.
“These disturbing issues were 

not known to me or my staff, but 
should have been at the fore-
front. Upon learning of these 
serious allegations, I immedi-
ately acted, placing the Commis-
sioner on administrative leave, 
while corporation counsel en-
gages outside counsel to conduct 
a full and impartial investiga-
tion. In the interim, Superinten-
dent-in-Chief Gregory Long will 
serve as acting Commissioner.”

Josephine Tsui, Realtor®

617.816.6900
josephine.tsui@unlimitedsir.com

unlimitedsir.com

673 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain

Exceptional client service and marketing at all price points. 
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Unique Times Require 
Creative Approaches
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gym and now to be here is very 
important,” said Martinez. “It 
makes sense. It’s part of the com-
munity of Roxbury and part of 
our City. Using it as a way to 
make it a part of the solution 
makes sense. It has served the 
community in many ways and to 
integrate it into our vaccination 
plan is just another role it can 
play in serving this community.”

The place that has hosted 
City Championship track meets, 
basketball games, community 
events for local organizations 
and even health food expos has 
definitely made an improbable 

turn in becoming a sought-after 
vaccination spot that accompa-
nies the state-run Fenway Park 
mass vaccination site – right now 
with both of those sites open only 
for those 75 and older.

Vaccinations began at the 
Reggie Lewis on Tuesday and 
Martinez said they would have a 
goal of 1,200 shots administered 
per week at the outset.

“That’s how we’ll start and the 
state will take over eventually 
and then it will increase in the 
number of doses per week to 
about 2,500 later in the month 
and next month,” he said. 

There are about 40 volunteers 
that are needed to run the facili-
ty, he said, and they are tapping 
into volunteers and Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission (BPHC) 

employees as well. Basically, 
anyone who has given a vacci-
nation in their professional lives 
is called on for help in getting the 
site rolling with staff.

“We are tapping into the Medi-
cal Reserve Corps,” he said. “Peo-
ple can sign up for that and they 
get checked and then approved. 
We’re using volunteers and City 
volunteers and BPHC and our 
own clinical staff – everybody we 
can find so we can get this set up 
and operational.”

Roxbury Community College 
President Valerie Roberson said 
they would have never believed 
their facility would have been 
used for such a purpose, but 
they are glad to partner with 
the City to help bring a solution 
to the Mission Hill and Greater 
Roxbury community.

“I think when the vaccine be-
came available, and people began 
to start working out access to 
it, few would have thought the 
Reggie Lewis would have a role,” 
she said. “A lot of people, though, 
have been there for events and 
Marty Martinez reached out to 
us and asked us to consider it. It 
really gives us a way to be part of 
the solution – a solution for our 
students because the vaccine will 
enable people to return to school 
and have students in person. 
We are proud to be part of this 
process.”

One of the key reasons to lo-
cate a mass vaccination site at 

Reggie Lewis for Martinez and 
Roberson was to have such a fa-
miliar facility in the community 
available to people of color and 
those living nearby. That was a 
way to eliminate the disparities 
in Black and brown communities 
when it came to the effects of 
COVID-19.

“This is a chance for us to play 
a part in erasing that disparity 
and that’s also a big part of the 
overall solution,” she said.

That has been challenging 
in the first week of operations 
though, as most observers have 
noted that appointments at the 
Reggie Lewis site have been for 
mostly white senior citizens from 
around the city and not so much 
people of color from Mission Hill 
or Jamaica Plain.

Ron Bell, a roving reporter for 
Boston Praise Radio and founder 
of Dunk the Vote, said he was 
disappointed with the rollout of 
the vaccination effort at Reggie 
Lewis, but didn’t know exactly 
why it has gone that way. He 
said he plans to use the platform 
he has to raise the issue up and 
try to get information and ap-
pointments for those who live in 
Mission Hill and JP.

“When I saw what has hap-
pened at the Reggie Lewis Cen-
ter, it just bothers me,” he said. 
“That’s what I’m going to be do-
ing with my organizing. I’ve done 
a lot of voter registration issues 
with Dunk the Vote, but we start 

with our health and the inequity. 
I can’t believe that Black people 
aren’t going there or maybe it’s 
because the Internet or maybe 
they don’t have transportation. 
The trust issue is a major thing 
and they have every right to 
not trust. Whatever it is, it’s not 
good. I want to use my platform 
to deal with this issue. I hope I 
can give people the information 
and they can make their own 
decision, pro or con, but at least 
they will know.”

Martinez said the effort at 
Reggie Lewis will start small, 
and will be convenient for a lot 
of people, but would also not 
be as large and intimidating as 
Fenway Park might be.

“It’s an opportunity to get peo-
ple in and out,” he said. “It’s not 
inconvenient or Fenway Park.”

Once one secures an appoint-
ment by day and time, they show 
up and are screened for symp-
toms. After registering, they go 
into the gym area to a vaccina-
tion station and receive the shot. 
After that, they are taken to a 
waiting area where they sit in 
a socially-distanced space for 15 
minutes. On the way out, they 
book their second appointment 
for about two or three weeks 
later.

The Reggie Lewis site will 
eventually merge into a City/
State effort later in February.

Delivery 
& Pick Up

730 Center Street, JP 02130
617-983-5177 • www.jpseafoodcafe.com

2001-2007, 2012 & 2014-2017, 2018 - 2020

Open 
Tues. - Sun. 

12 noon to 8:30pm

Happy Valentine’s Day Everyone!!!

By lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Pond Association 
(JPA) met virtually on February 
1, where members discussed a 
zoning matter at 22 Castleton 
St. to change the occupancy of 
the building from a two to a 
three family by creating a new 
third floor unit in the attic with 
dormers, and add an additional 
rear access.

Anita Lauricella, the owner 
of 22 Castleton St., said she has 
owned this building since 1991 
and that her unit “is a little large 
for me,” as it’s just her and her 
dog. She has been a landlord for 
the first floor unit, she added. 

She said she has began to 
think about her options upon 
retirement and how she could 
stay in this house.

“I started looking around in 
the neighborhood and kind of 
quickly realized that I couldn’t 
afford to stay in the neighbor-

hood if I wanted to,” she said.  
“My objective is to stay in my 
house.” 

She explained that Castleton 
St. is a sort of mishmash of dif-
ferent kinds of homes from single 
families to triple deckers, and 
there are “many dormers,” she 
said.

“The project is to create a 
third floor unit that I would live 
in,” she said, that would include 
three dormers at the top and 
a new staircase to replace the 
existing one that is narrow and 
not to code. 

The front of the building 
would feature a doghouse dor-
mer but no other changes would 
be made to the front facade. She 
said the larger of the dormers 
is on the shared driveway side 
that includes a “small setback to 
accommodate a skylight that’s on 
the second floor.”

The new unit would be about 
580 square feet, Lauricella said.  

The project would need vari-
ances for insufficient off-street 
parking, the use is forbidden (as 
this area is zoned for two family), 
excessive Floor Area Ratio, ex-
cessive stories, insufficient side 
yard, and insufficient off-street 
parking. 

JPA member Franklyn Salim-
bene said that he doesn’t have 
any issues with the front dor-
mers, as it “matches what the 
neighbors are doing,” but he said 
the side dormer is “lengthy.” He 
also wondered about the height 
of the dormer.

Lauricella said that the “pur-
pose of going above the height is 
for light purposes,” as there is 
“no good way to get light coming 
in from that direction.”

Architect Robert Lauricella 
said that the way the dormer is 
designed “allows it to get light 
on both sides of the kitchen and 
bedroom spaces.” He said it could 
have been done as a gable, but 

it would be “tougher to do struc-
turally.”

JPA member Kevin Moloney 
said that in his “own personal 
opinion,” he was “struck by the 
fact that it seems inconsistent 
with the design of the house.” 
JPA member Michael Reiskind 
added that he would like to see 
the new windows line up with 
the existing ones on the building.

Anita Lauricella said that 
neighbors both to the left and 
the right have expressed support 
for the project, as have other 
neighbors. 

Several other neighbors came 
to the meeting to express their 
support. Michele Lepietre said 
that “this is a very, very steady 
neighborhood,” and that people 
do want to stay in their hous-
es. She said she believes that 
aesthetics are a “subjective call, 
especially in this neighborhood,” 
adding that she does not have 
issues with the proposed design.

Another neighbor said he also 
liked the design and the issue of 
insufficient off-street parking is 
“inconsequential” and “nothing 
to worry about.”

Salimbene said he is “troubled 
by the number of violations,” and 
more discussions about aesthet-
ics and the dormers ensued. 

A motion was made not to 
oppose this project that received 
three votes in favor, three in op-
position, and five abstentions, so 
the motion did not pass. 

Moloney said that the “general 
consensus” was that most mem-
bers of the JPA are “not opposed 
to three units in the building,” 
but rather “relatively uncomfort-
able with the present design.”

Anita Lauricella said that “I 
need to talk to my architect and 
see what it means for the inside 
of the space,” and was invited 
back to the next meeting to dis-
cuss a different design for a vote.

 JPA wants to see different design for 22 Castleton St. proposal

Reggie Lewis
Continued from page 1
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By Lauren Bennett

On January 26, the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council 
(JPNC) heard an update from 
the CORE Empowerment team 
about their adult-use cannabis 
shop set to open at 401 Centre St. 

CORE Empowerment Chef 
Executive Officer April Arra-
sate said that the conversation 
would address “major concerns” 
that the JPNC had previously 
expressed regarding this pro-
posal, especially plans for crowd 
management and parking, as 
well as plans for opening. 

She said the team has been 
speaking with the Hyde Square 
Merchants Association and is 
also “working hard to revitalize 
the space” where the shop will be. 
“We’ve made a big investment in 
the space to bring a lot of busi-
ness and sort of sophistication 
to that building,” Arrasate said. 

The shop has passed its initial 
Cannabis Control Commission 
inspection, and is expected to be 
on the state agenda for February 
11, Arrasate said, adding that 
the team is “working hard” to en-
sure that all portions of the Host 
Community Agreement are met. 

Once a final inspection is com-
pleted, “it could be as short as 
three days or two weeks” for the 
shop to open, she said. Right now, 
the team is planning on opening 
in late February.

As far as crowd management, 
Arrasate said that the shop will 
have a police detail for the first 
month of operation, as well as 
an employee at the door who will 
check IDs.

She said that no appointment 
system will be used, as the team 
does not feel it is necessary both 
due to COVID-19 and the fact 
that there are more dispensa-
ries open in Boston and the sur-
rounding area. 

There will be six point of sale 
areas as well as “roving purvey-
ors who can help people move 
through the space and make sure 
they’re not congregating and im-
pacting the street and sidewalk,” 
Arrasate said.

This location will also be home 
to a social justice cannabis muse-
um, as previously reported.

Arrasate said that the team 
is “looking into additional secu-
rity providers,” and a director 
of security has been hired. Only 
prepackaged product will be de-
livered to the facility, so there 
will be no open product on the 
premises at any time.

Tomas Gonzalez, CORE Em-
powerment’s Chief of Staff, said 
that the team is working with 
the Boston Transportation De-
partment to change signage in 
the neighborhood, as well as in-
clude a pickup/drop-off location 
right in front of the building.

There was also some discus-
sion around the host community 
agreement, which the Arrasate 
said is “pretty standard” across 
the board, and 3 percent of mon-
ey made at the shop goes back to 
the City. 

“We voluntarily said we want 
to donate within the first five 
years of operation half a million 
dollars to local organizations,” 
she said.

There was also some discus-
sion around the billboard that is 
currently on top of the building, 
and JPNC member Max Glik-
man showed a billboard in Lynn 
for Apothca, another dispensary, 
that heavily advertised the mar-
ijuana shop.

He asked CORE Empower-
ment if they planned on doing 
the same thing with that bill-
board.

“We have not determined 
what to do about that yet,” Ar-
rasate said. “We’re looking at 
every possible option.”

JPNC member Michael Reis-
kind said that he “would like 
you to try to commit to not using 
that billboard to advertise mar-
ijuana, adding that “it looks like 
it’s a loophole to get around the 
discreet signage requirement for 
the building per state rules.” 

Arrasate said that the team 
“cannot commit to not using the 
billboard because it would just 
limit us in a lot of ways.” She 
said she agrees that the one 
in Lynn was “distasteful,” but 
she said the team “can commit 
to not having giant letters that 
say ‘marijuana establishment’” 
should they use the billboard. 

She also said that if a “tasteful 
billboard” is created, it would 
prevent other dispensaries from 
using the billboard for their own 
advertisement. 

Arrasate also added that 
“SEED” is the DBA for the dis-
pensary, and the “museum will 
hold the CORE name.” 

As far as parking, Arrasate 
said that the team is “working 
hard to get signage changed and 
enforcement. We do not have a 
separate lot.”

The team had originally said 
they were trying to work out 
deals with nearby lots to pro-
vide parking for its customers, 
but all possibilities fell through, 
she said.

The team also said that the 

previously proposed shared va-
let with other businesses in the 
district was not feasible now 
because of the pandemic.

“People will be circling around 
the neighborhood,” said JPNC 
member Gert Thorn. “There was 
a valid parking study.”

Arrasate said that there was 
never a requirement for a lot or 
parking spaces. “Drop-off/pickup 
is a way to quell that situation,” 
she said.

JPNC member Priscilla Yang 
said that the shop should require 
appointments “from a public 
health perspective to keep people 
from congregating there.” She 
said, “it’s a public sidewalk and 
others need to be able to pass by.”

Arrasate said, “I understand 

completely what you’re saying,” 
but she said the online ordering 
system has been very successful 
for other dispensaries and she 
thinks that will be helpful here 
as well. 

“There has been a movement 
more towards online ordering 
where there is no true blue cus-
tomer experience,” said CORE 
Empowerment’s Chief Financial 
Officer Peri Higgins. She said 
people are placing online orders 
and are given a time window 
for pickup, and they pay in an 
express lane and leave. 

“We think that that will cer-
tainly assist in not having lines 
and queuing,” she said. 

No vote was necessary from 
the JPNC.  

JPNC hears update on CORE Empowerment cannabis shop

food for thought

February sale  
on kitchen cabinets!

n Up to 10% off our already low prices

n Quality Candlelight cabinetry

n A range of styles, from traditional to 
contemporary

n Expert advice and design by appointment

n Earth-friendly options

n Enjoy the benefits of our consumer co-op

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120 
(near Roxbury Community College)
M–F 8:30–4:30 n Sat 9:30–3 n 617-442-2262

BostonBuildingResources.com
Kitchen portfolio, style primer, FAQs, and more

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?
Give Us a Call!! 617-524-2626
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HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701
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LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS
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PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  
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Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured
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No job too small
(617) 361-6532
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ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7
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• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
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Free Estimates
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Alexander Doyle
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All Work Guaranteed
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 Contact Eric
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eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?
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darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634
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Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558
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too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 
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Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com
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Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction

!"#$%&'-(&"'$
)*+,@-./0112,03456,7
2225-./0112,03456,7

8)69$:;0<=)>,

?01;/)*<$@*)A=1$B;*C46;.1$D,>=/),*4$

!"#$%&'-(&"'$
)*+,@-./0112,03456,7
2225-./0112,03456,7

8)69$:;0<=)>,

?01;/)*<$@*)A=1$B;*C46;.1$D,>=/),*4$

earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works

!"#$%&'-(&"'$
)*+,@-./0112,03456,7
2225-./0112,03456,7

8)69$:;0<=)>,

?01;/)*<$@*)A=1$B;*C46;.1$D,>=/),*4$

!"#$%&'-(&"'$
)*+,@-./0112,03456,7
2225-./0112,03456,7

8)69$:;0<=)>,

?01;/)*<$@*)A=1$B;*C46;.1$D,>=/),*4$Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING
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nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRSROOF LEAKING?
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• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds
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(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured
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Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR
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Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

 
HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N 
HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

 The JP Progressives will be 
holding a forum on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 23 from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
entitled  “How Blue Is Massa-
chusetts on Immigration Poli-
cy? “

Seeing the Biden adminis-
tration’s efforts to actively re-
verse the damage of Trump’s 
immigration policy is hopeful 

but what are our elected state 
officials doing to protect un-
documented residents in MA? 
When it comes to safeguard-
ing the health, safety, and legal 
rights of front-line immigrant 
workers and families, including 
those hit hardest by the pan-
demic, Massachusetts falls far 
behind many other blue states. 

Join the Immigrant Rights Ac-
tion Group (IRAG) of JP Pro-
gressives to explore the history 
of immigration policy in Mas-
sachusetts with Gabriel Cama-
cho, Political and Organizing 
Director of the United Food and 
Commercial Workers’ Union Lo-
cal 1445. Rep. Tricia Farley-Bou-
vier, 3rd Berkshire, and a lead 

sponsor of the Work & Fami-
ly Mobility Act (WFMA), will 
give us a legislative forecast for 
2021. The WFMA – first filed 
in 2004 – would ensure that all 
immigrants, regardless of status, 
have access to a driver’s license. 
This event will benefit the Driv-
ing Families Forward Coalition, 
a broad coalition of business-

es, community organizations, 
faith groups, labor unions, law 
enforcement, legal/civil rights 
groups and mayors uniting to 
pass the WFMA.

The link to the event 
is https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/how-blue-is-massachu-
setts -on- immigrat ion-t ick-
ets-141082211693.

JP Progressives to hold forum Feb. 23
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REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES

  Tel: 617-524-0243
Cell: 617-438-1472

FayeSimonRealEstate.com
frmcsimon@hotmail.com

FAYE SIMON  
REAL ESTATE

Rentals & Sales

Faye  R. Simon
Real Estate Broker

Your Personal Real Estate Professional

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
[re]al estate
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REAL ESTATE

“I couldn’t have asked for a more efficient 
and stress free experience.  Randal and Erik 
made everything seem so easy.” Kathy B.

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com
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REAL ESTATE

Advertise your 
professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 
Call the Gazette at 

617.524.7662
or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com
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PURCHASE OR REFINANCE

Farrel Liss
Senior Loan Officer

NMLS # 18678 MA License # MLO18678 
685 Canton Street Norwood,MA 02062 

Phone: 781-801-1466 Cell: 617-522-0077 
farrel.liss@polimortgage.com • www.polimortgage.com/farrelliss

NMLS #1979 
MA Mortgage Lender/Broker 

Lic. # MC1979

Take Advantage of 
Historic Low Rates

Call Farrel Liss today!

617-522-0077

REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
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Spring 2013 is in Full Swing!

Joe Fallon 
jpfallon@gmail.com 

617-594-0761

Edana Spicker 
agentedana@gmail.com 

617-821-1102

Thinking of Selling? 
Call today for a free, no-obligation market analysis. 

Jamaica Plain 
101 Montebello Road Unit 1 
30 Armstrong Street - Multi Family

JUST SOLD UNDER AGREEMENT
Jamaica Plain 
93 Montebello Unit 2 
93 Montebello Unit 3 
3464 Washington St. - Multi Family 

Roslindale 
4073 Washington Street - Multi Family 
81 Florence Street - Multi Family

Roxbury/Fort Hill 
130 Marcella Street Unit 1

Roslindale 
3977 Washington St. - Multi Family

Ready to Buy? 
Call to learn how to maximize your purchase power.

  FOR SALE

30 Armstrong Street 
Units 1,2 and 3 
Jamaica Plain

Unit 1: Two-level 2 BD/2 BA    $389k 
Unit 2: 1 BD/1 BA                     $289k 
Unit 3: Two-level 2 BD/2 BA    $399k

Introducing three elegant, state-of-
the-art condominium homes 

with top-of-the-line finishes and 
cost-saving, green features.

19 Rosemary Street 
Unit 3 

Jamaica Plain 
$349,000
2 BD/1 BA

Crisp, eco-friendly renovation 
of sunny, top floor condo steps to 

39 Bus or T to Longwood 
Medical Area.

4 Fort Avenue 
Unit 3 

Roxbury Fort Hill 
$219,000
2 BD/1 BA

Bright and cheery condo with 
large, private deck right next to  

the park and Monument.

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com
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Jamaica Plain
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Unit 2: 1 BD/1 BA                     $289k 
Unit 3: Two-level 2 BD/2 BA    $399k

Introducing three elegant, state-of-
the-art condominium homes 

with top-of-the-line finishes and 
cost-saving, green features.

19 Rosemary Street 
Unit 3 

Jamaica Plain 
$349,000
2 BD/1 BA

Crisp, eco-friendly renovation 
of sunny, top floor condo steps to 

39 Bus or T to Longwood 
Medical Area.

4 Fort Avenue 
Unit 3 

Roxbury Fort Hill 
$219,000
2 BD/1 BA

Bright and cheery condo with 
large, private deck right next to  

the park and Monument.

A familiar face in a new place!
Joe Fallon is thrilled to be working for 
buyers and sellers out of the Remax 
Destiny location here in Hyde Square. 
Call Joe for any of your real estate 
questions or needs.

Joe Fallon

Music Terrace Studio
Offering lessons for viola, clarinet, percussion, and much more!

To learn about our teachers, rates, and policies visit

Four professional musicians • One welcoming environment in JP

www.terracemusicstudio.weebly.com

MUSIC STUDIO

Advertise your 
professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 
Call the Gazette at 

617.524.7662
or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Advertise your professional services 
Call the Gazette at  617.524.2626 

x. 225 or email localads@
jamaicaplaingazette.com

Buying, Selling 
or Just Professional & Friendly Advice

MONROE HEYMAN 
Sales Consultant 

REALTOR®, GRI, SRES, ABR

Cell: 617.240.9691 
Direct: 857.203.8018

Info@MonroeHeyman.com 
www.MonroeHeyman.com

Same philosophy at my new home

www. Yo u r G u i d e H om e . c o m

363 Centre Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
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363 Centre Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

Cell: 617.240.9691
Monroeheyman@remax.net

www.MonroeHeyman.com

REAL ESTATE

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com
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A familiar face in a new place!
Joe Fallon is thrilled to be working for 
buyers and sellers out of the Remax 
Destiny location here in Jamaica Plain. 
Call Joe for any of your real estate 
questions or needs.

Joe Fallon

REAL ESTATE

Client Centered. Results Driven.

A better way 
to do real estate

NEATHERY BRENZEL
617-462-4628

YourBostonAgent@gmail.com

McCormack and Scanlan Real Estate
Realtors with Experience
Local and Independent

68 South Street, JP

To advertise, Call the Gazette at 
617.524.7662 or email 

ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

    McCormack & Scanlan Real Estate
68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Professional Real Estate Guidance.
Specializing in residential sales.

Estate Sales. Downsizing.

REAL ESTATE

Ron Danklefs ~ Broker/Owner
Good Neighbors Realty, LLC

617.913.7345 • rondank2@gmail.com
www.GoodNeighborsRE.com • Licensed and insured in MA

Seventeen Years as a Full-time Realtor 
in Jamaica Plain

• Personal 
  Attention,   
  Highest Value
  for Property

• Highly 
  Experienced   
  Buyer’s and 
  Seller’s Agent

• Professional 
  Marketing

• Rentals

• Tesla/Solar  
  City - Solar 
  Panel 
  Consultant

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Your Neighborhood Experts 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com 
617.869.0496

ELLEN+JANIS IS A TEAM OF REAL ESTATE AGENTS AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL 
ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. 

Your Neighborhood Experts 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com 
617.869.0496

ELLEN+JANIS IS A TEAM OF REAL ESTATE AGENTS AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LI-
CENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. 

Advertise your 

professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 

Call the Gazette at 

617.524.7662

or email 

ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

PLEASE RECYCLE

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Your community experts.
We live here. We work here.

34 South St., Jamaica Plain
617.453.3620
focusre.com

F I N D  U S  O N L I N E :  W W W . J A M A I C A P L A I N G A Z E T T E . C O M

In time for Valentines’, JP’s 
Brassica Kitchen and Cafè and 
JP Movie Night have teamed 
up for a February 15 through 
18 streaming of the local docu-
mentary “The Year We Thought 
About Love.” 

 Directed by Ellen Brodsky, 
“The Year We Thought About 
Love” is a documentary that fo-
cuses on a Boston-based group 
of LGBTQ youth of color as 
they band together and dare to 
be “out” on stage about their 

lives and their loves. The cast 
transforms their personal strug-
gles into performance for social 
change. It’s a moving and in-
spiring documentary and a real 
Valentine’s Day gift for us all.

To complement the film all 
ticket buyers will get a 10% dis-
count code on Brassica orders 
placed on either Feb 17 and 18 
(Brassica is open Wednesdays 
through Sundays). 

 “Brassica is all about cre-
ativity, in the kitchen but in all 

aspects of our experience.” says 
restaurant manager Rebecca 
Kean. “So partnering with an 
organization and a film which 
celebrates that makes perfect 
sense.”

 Additionally, as they do with 
every film they host, on Thurs-
day, February 18, 7 p.m.  JPMN 
will have a lively Question and 
Answer. On the docket will be the 
filmmaker, Ellen Brodsky - and 
a few of the terrific young people 
who tell their stories in the film.

Founded in late 2018, JP Mov-
ie Night shows independent films 
- from directors under represent-
ed in the mainstream (women, 
people of color, the LGBTQ+ 
community). It is a communi-
ty-focused organization whose 
mission is to bring people of all 
backgrounds together through a 
love of great film. As a value-add-
ed, filmmakers are usually pres-
ent for a post-screening Q&A 
for feedback and lively dialogue 
about their film. 

“I love the neighborhood feel of 
JP Movie Night, and how amaz-
ingly they went virtual, while 
still maintaining a sense of com-
munity and a commitment to 
share local films!” Said Brodsky. 
“I’m grateful they are a resource 
to amplify the voices of the young 
people in our film.”

 Tickets for “The Year We 
Thought About Love” are avail-
able for $10 via the JP Movie 
Night website:www.jpmovi-
enight.org.

JP Movie Night starts Feb. 15
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By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neigh-
borhood Council (JPNC) Zon-
ing Committee met virtually on 
February 3, and heard two items 
that brought many residents to 
the meeting to speak on the is-
sues. The first was a proposal 
for the Jamaica Plain Neigh-
borhood Development Corpora-
tion (JPNDC) and New Atlan-
tic Development to build a new 
five-story mixed-use building 
with 39 units of senior housing 
along with commercial space at 
3371-3375 Washington St. 

The second agenda item was a 
proposal at 3326-3328 Washing-
ton St. for the construction of a 

new residential building with 43 
residential units.

3371-3375 WASHINGTON ST.
The senior housing project at 

3371-3375 Washington St. has 
been presented to the commu-
nity several times before, and 
Sam Montano of the JPNDC ex-
plained that the organization 
became involved in the project in 
2017 to help save El Embajador 
restaurant. 

“We have run a very thorough 
community process,” Montano 
said, adding that 378 signatures 
have been received in support 
of the project. “This project and 
Pine St. Inn across the street 
are the only affordable housing 
projects in this corridor,” Mon-

tano said. 
Brian Goldson, one of the 

owners of New Atlantic Devel-
opment, which has partnered 
with the

JPNDC on this project, said 
that zoning relief would be need-
ed in the following areas: Floor 
Area Ratio,, building height, 
rear yard setback, parking, and 
loading. 

He also said that he believes 
this project is a “model project” 
in that it “hits most” of the goals 
of PLAN: JP/Rox, including the 
creation of affordable housing, 
LEED Gold/ passive house cer-
tification, affordable commercial 
space, the preservation of a local 
business (El Embajador), public 
space improvements, and tran-
sit-oriented design.

Ingrid Bengston of Utile Archi-
tecture & Planning said that the 
original proposal for the build-
ing was 45 units in a six-story 
building, but the building has 
since “been carved back” after 
feedback from the community. 

“We’ve been able to make 
that significant reduction in size 
without actually losing too many 
units,” Bengson said. The project 
currently proposes 39 units of 
affordable senior housing. 

The building also features 
designated parking at the front 
for ride share as well as other 
pickup/drop off needs, and will 
meet the city’s Complete Streets 

guidelines for public zone di-
mensions. 

There will also be a large com-
munity room at the rear of the 
building “flanked by the court-
yard,” Bengston said. 

“We are definitely still in 
design,” she added. “We have 
a strong intention of what the 
building is going to look like and 
that it should be well designed 
from all sides.” Additionally, 
there will be opportunities for 
public art. 

Bengtson said that sustain-
ability is “super important,” and 
the team is seeking passive house 
certification for the project. 

Goldson said that the build-
ing is 56 feet, eight inches tall, 
and the height requirement for 
PLAN: JP/Rox in this area is 
55 feet. He said that the team 
is “trying to balance all the dif-
ferent design standards,” and 
there was some give and take to 
accommodate that.

“As of right now,” Goldson said, 
the commercial space is being 
held for El Embajador, which 
occupies the current site. He said 
that “if they do not want to be in 
the building for whatever rea-
son,” that space will be turned 
into a common area for the senior 
living. 

Sara Driscoll, a JP resident, 
said she is “deeply, deeply ap-
preciative of having low income 
housing available for the se-

niors.” She said that while she 
would like to see the building be 
a floor shorter, she won’t “fight” 
it. “We are a demographic that 
is only growing,” she said. “The 
need for this development is hu-
mungous.” 

She also spoke about the lack 
of proposed parking for the proj-
ect. “There are those of us who 
still drive,” she said. “I think that 
it’s really critical that you figure 
out having some parking for your 
residents.”

Others commented about the 
parking as well, but most resi-
dents were heavily in support of 
an increase in affordable housing 
in the neighborhood,

“The lack of parking puts a lit-
tle more pressure on the street,” 
said Jeffrey Jacobson, but he 
said that “this building looks a 
lot better than the market rate 
housing that’s been popping up 
like mushrooms up and down 
Washington St.”

John Lincecum and Nik Wal-
ther, owners of Turtle Swamp 
Brewing, which abuts the pro-
posed building, said that while 
they both support the creation 
of more affordable housing in 
the neighborhood, they said have 
some concerns about the build-
ing and how it might affect their 
business.

Walther said that the con-
struction of the building “will 
cause of dramatic damage” and 
also poses a safety issue for cus-
tomers during construction. 

He said he is “in support of 
the new residential units and 
the density,” but is worried about 
the “five story brick wall” that 
he said “could cause irreparable 
damage to our business.”  

Lincecum said that he agreed 
with Walther, adding that he 
“would kindly ask that the de-
sign team not stop showing our 
patio and instead actually show 
it to what it is actually used 
for.” He added that he “only had 
one meeting pre-COVID with 
JPNDC and New Atlantic,” and 
said he wants “to know how the 
demolition and construction 
would prevent contamination of 
brewery,” as the area “has known 
to be contaminated.”

Goldson responded by saying 
there is always more communica-
tion that can be had, but he said 
“I disagree very strongly that we 
have not tried to communicate.” 
He said that he has emailed angell.org

Angell Animal Medical Center | 350 S. Huntington Ave, Boston | 617-522-7282
MSPCA-Angell West | 293 Second Ave, Waltham | 781-902-8400

REFERRAL SERVICES We are now welcoming a 
limited number of referral cases in Boston & Waltham. 

ON-SITE SPECIALTY CONSULTS & TELEMEDICINE Most of
Angell’s specialists are available to consult on your pet’s case
while your pet is at Angell or to facilitate phone or video
appointments. Visit angell.org.

EMERGENCY SERVICES & URGENT CARE Boston & Waltham 
are open 24/7. Our primary care & specialty services are 
available for patients with non-life threatening but urgent 
issues. 617-522-7282

PHARMACY Prescriptions for Angell patients are
available by curbside pick-up or mail (shipping fees apply).
Submit prescription requests at angell.org/pharmacy or
call 617-524-5700.

For more information, please visit angell.org/COVID
or call 617-522-7282.

Angell is Open!
Providing Essential
Veterinary Services

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

For more information about
Dalton and or other animals in 

need of adoption, 
please contact:

350 South Hungtington Avenue

DALTON
Look at that snow mustache! Dalton is a handsome, 2-year-
old lab mix with tons of energy. He’s essentially a full-grown puppy! This 
cutie came to the MSPCA from Tennessee, and he’s still learning how to 
do normal dog things. Dalton is looking for an adopter who can devote 
the time to teach him to use a crate, go to the bathroom outside, stay calm 
around other dogs, and settle when alone. He can get a bit jumpy and 
mouthy when he’s excited or frustrated, so we’re recommending a home 
without kids. He’d also do best with people who have flexible work sched-
ules and tons of time to play. Dalton loves other dogs and would be a good 

candidate for doggy playdates. Since his new owner will 
have a lot on their hands with this wild boy, he would 
have the best shot at success in a home without other 
pets. If you’re looking for a smart, affectionate, project 
pup, Dalton might be the one for you! 
 Email adoption@mspca.com to inquire about this 
golden boy!

Sponsored by:

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group
at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116
781-820-0280 or 
sarah@residentialgroup.com

(617) 522-5055
www.mspca.org

MAKE
YOUR

VALENTINE
GIFT EXTRA

SPECIAL

760 South St
Roslindale
617-323-3269
www.birchsthouseandgarden.com

JPNC Zoning Committee approves two Washington St. developments

Continued on page 13
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Quality, Affordable Residential Care for Seniors 62+

NO entrance fee
income or asset

restrictions!

• Private bedrooms with full bath
• 24-hour personal care assistance
• Medication administration
• 3 Home-style meals daily
• Laundry and housekeeping services
• Leisure and wellness activities
• Lovely common areas
• 100% accessible

Since 1901

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain
www.MountPleasantHome.org

617-522-7600

INTERESTED IN 

ADVERTISING?

Give Us a 
Call!! 

617-524-2626
OPEN 8:30am to 8:30pm Tuesday - Sunday

Friendly Neighborhood Diner

154 Green St JP 02130 evergreeneateryjp.com617-477-9573

Open for Pick Up & Delivery

154 Green St. JP 02130 • 617-477-9573

Happy Valentine’s Day Everyone!!!

Heated Pod Patio Seating

Turtle Swamp “directly,” as well 
as “tried to stop in and see Nik,” 
but “we were told that he was 
too busy to meet. We have made 
direct attempts.”

Golsson said that “there have 
been 14 different articles written 
in newspapers about this proj-
ect, and half a dozen community 
meetings. To say we have not had 
a robust community process is 
just wrong.”

He added that he is “willing to 
work with Turtle Swamp to not 
endanger their business.” 

Other direct abutters also ex-
pressed concerns about issues 
with construction, but many said 
they were still in support of the 
the affordable housing. 

New Atlantic said they would 
be working with all abutters to 
address concerns and ensure that 
no damage is done to surround-
ing property. JPNDC also added 
that they are “not planning on 
making the loading dock unus-
able” for Turtle Swamp during 
construction, as that was another 
concern they had.

After further discussion, the 
JPNC Zoning Committee voted 
to approve this project. It will 
now go before the full Council 
at the end of the month for an 
official vote from the JPNC. 

3326-3328 WASHINGTON ST.
Attorney Donald Wiest said 

that there have “well over a doz-
en community meetings as well 
as many smaller group discus-
sions with interested stakehold-
ers” regarding this project for 43 
residential units. 

Wyatt Komarin of develop-
ment company Primary Develop-
ment Group said that the idea for 
the building is a “very activated 

building with terraces and green 
spaces all across the facade.” 

The project was approved by 
the Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) board 
in November, and the next step 
is an approval from the Zoning 
Board of Appeal (ZBA), but no 
date has been set yet.

Komarin explained that the 
site is located adjacent to Exo-
dus Bagels on Washington St., 
and is a four minute walk from 
the Green Street T stop. “It’s 
very much a transit-oriented 
site within the Washington St. 
corridor.

The site was home to JP Auto 
& Glass, which has since moved 
out.  

 He said the project is approx-
imately 35,273 square feet, and 
is five stories and 60 feet tall. Of 
the 43 residential units, 10 are 
Inclusionary Development Police 
(IDP) units.

Required variances include 
use, as a multifamily dwelling 
is forbidden in this area, Floor 
Area Ratio, the building height 
is excessive, insufficient usable 
open space, the rear yard is in-
sufficient, and parking.

Jenny Shen of Primary De-
velopment Group said that “the 
design is meant to both respond 
to the industrial heritage of this 
Washington [St.] corridor as well 
as some of the wood frame houses 
on Glen Rd. And some of the more 
residential fabric.”

She added that “even though 
the building is five stories tall,” 
there is a grade change and the 
“fourth story aligns with the 
third story of the adjacent build-
ing.”

Shen said the project has been 
amended to “respond” to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and now 
includes home office space, pri-
vate terraces, and stepbacks and 
balconies that serve as places for 

people to gather with neighbors 
from a distance. 

Architect and JPNC Zoning 
Committee member Kendra Hal-
liwell said “I love that there’s no 
parking.” 

There was also a lot of dis-
cussion surrounding the Turn-
pike School, formerly located at 
2236 Washington, and the area’s 
connection to the history of the 
school.  

Komarin said that the team 
had “previously discussed a 
plaque to commemorate the his-
tory,” that could include a link 
and a QR code for people to learn 
about it.

George Lee of Keep it 100 for 
Egleston said that the “team has 
gotten a lot better with afford-
ability,” but asked the team if 
they could make some switches 
in the affordability of the differ-
ent size units.

Wiest said that this “has a 
razor thin margin” and there 
was a lot of “discussion of differ-
ent ways to make tradeoffs with 
the public benefits.” He said it 
was a “close call to make it come 
together.”

Resident Rob Kerth said “we 
really like this idea of a project,” 
adding that he walks by the site 
on his way to the T.

Bill Reyelt, a property own-
er on Kenton Road, also said 
he supports the project and its 
“transit-oriented focus,” but said 
he is “disappointed with the loss 
of the commercial space” that 
was originally proposed. “I hope 
it can be revisited as time goes 
on,” he said.

The JPNC Zoning Committee 
ultimately voted to approve this 
proposal with no amendments.

Committee member Max Glik-
man wrote in the Zoom chat that 
“I hope the developers will take 
George’s comments seriously, re-
gardless of how we vote tonight.”

JPNC
Continued from page 12
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potential. Trump will stay busy 
on the speaking circuit. In about 
a year look for him in a city near 
you drawing a crowd. 

 
Biden’s life is only changing 

in that he finally gets to sleep in 
the White House. He will be in 
the same place where so many 
politicians and families have 
slept before. Biden is familiar 
with the nation’s Capitol. He 
has practically spent his entire 
life there in politics. It’s what he 
has awakened to almost every 
morning of his life. Although 
now, he will sit in the Oval Office. 

 
Life is changing for these two 

men in different ways but what 
about your life? When did your 
life begin? Did it begin at your 
conception? Your birth? When 
you turned 16 years old or 21? 
Maybe it began when you re-
tired? When will your life end? 
The beginning of your life 
starts when you start living your 
life. The end of your life con-
cludes when you give up and stop 
living your life. 

 Our lives are brief, here today 

Op-Ed

Don’t live your life based on Biden or Trump

The opinions expressed on these pages are not necessarily those of this newspaper.

Sandra Storey
Founder/Publisher Emerita 1990-2011

Lauren Bennett, Reporter
lauren@thebostonsun.com
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Dr. Glenn Mollette

 
When did life begin for Presi-

dent Donald Trump or President 
Joe Biden? Did Trump’s life be-
gin when his father loaned him 
millions to start investing? Did 
it begin when he married Mela-
nia? Or, did life begin when he 
was elected President? Maybe 
his life is beginning now that his 
Presidency is over?

 What about Biden? Did 
Biden’s life begin each morning 
when he boarded Amtrak headed 
for Washington? Maybe his life 
began when he was elected a Sen-
ator or even the Vice President? 
Maybe his life is just beginning 
now? 

 Trump will have options after 
the White House. He is a busi-
nessman. He will figure it out. 
Maybe NBC will seek him to do 
The Celebrity Apprentice once 
again? Yes,

NBC hates him but they love 
money. The Celebrity Apprentice 
made NBC and Trump hundreds 
of millions of dollars. Someone 
will publish Trump’s memoirs. I 
predict he’ll make about 50 to 75 
million dollars off his book royal-
ties. He has over 70 million loyal 
followers. If ten million people 
buy a book with a $6 to $9 profit 
for the publisher then you can 
start multiplying the cash. Book 
publishers are all about money 
and sales. They know the market 

Wintry blast is not so hard 
to take

The polar vortex once again has spun out of control, as it has done 
often in recent years. Instead of remaining in a tightly-wrapped 
circular motion around the Arctic, the vortex has been weakened 
by record-high temperatures in the Arctic in recent years because 
of climate change, thereby loosening the vortex’s centrifugal force 
and allowing waves of cold air to drift from the Arctic to the conti-
nental United States.

We have to admit however, that the cold air has been refreshing. 
We’re not suggesting that we want the sort of cold that is gripping 
the midwest with below-zero temperatures and -50 wind chills, but 
what is winter without a little spell of cold weather? 

We think all would agree that Sunday’s snowstorm, with those 
huge flakes of snow floating down upon us, was wondrous. Catching 
them in your mouth (as we did while out for a run before the Super 
Bowl) was something to be appreciated by all of the senses.

Sure, milder winters are easy on our heating bills and we don’t 
have to worry about freezing pipes, slippery roads, and all of the 
other difficulties that come with winter weather.

But it is precisely the harshness of winter that makes us appreci-
ate summer all the more. It won’t be long before the lazy, hazy, crazy 
days of summer are here and these days of sub-freezing weather 
will barely be a memory.

TB settled the GOAT 
question

Yes Pats’ fans, it was bittersweet to watch the duo of Tom Brady 
and Rob Gronkowski lead the Tampa Bay Buccaneers to a Super 
Bowl championship.

On the other hand, no Pats’ fan should be deluded into thinking 
that if the Pats’ management had kept #12, New England fans would 
be celebrating with a victory parade this week.

Tampa Bay started the season with far more talent on its offense 
than the Patriots and then went out and added Rob Gronkowski, 
Leonard Fournette, and Antonio Brown -- all of whom not so coin-
cidentally scored the Tampa Bay touchdowns.

But analysis aside, the game captured the imagination of fans 
-- and even non-fans --across the country because of the matchup 
between the greatest QB of all time, now at the age of 43, vs. the 
up-and-comer, 25 year-old Patrick Mahomes, from Kansas City. 

In addition, en route to the big game, Brady had vanquished 
two other GOAT wannabes, Drew Brees and Aaron Rodgers, while 
another GOAT pretender, Ben Roethlisberger over in the AFC, had 
fizzled out. 

The Brady-Mahomes matchup was a classic, made-for-TV, duel-
for-the-ages.

But in the end, it was #12 who stood tall and confident in the 
pocket, firing lasers to his receivers, while Mahomes was scrambling 
around haphazardly and making costly mistakes.

New England fans were fortunate to have had the joy of watching 
Tom Brady perform his magic for 19 seasons, including six champi-
onships in nine Super Bowl appearances. 

It was a run of excellence that will not be repeated, either here 
or anywhere else -- because there is only one GOAT.
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and gone tomorrow. Don’t base 
your life on who is The Presi-
dent. The quantity and quality 
of our lives typically hinge on 
our decisions and the transitions 
we adjust to. Life is filled with 
transitions, just look at Biden 
and Trump. 

  Change disrupts us and the 

climate of fear and skepticism is 
dominating our nation. 

 For you and I we must live 
our lives right now. Every day 
we wake up is a new beginning 
and a new life. The old life was 
yesterday and we can’t relive, 
change or erase it. However, we 
can learn from yesterday and 
education is very valuable. 

 When someone else’s life be-
gins is all conjecture on our part. 
When your life begins is your dai-

ly decision. Live your life. Maybe 
at this moment, your life is just 
really beginning.

Glenn Mollette is the publisher 
of Newburgh Press, Liberty Torch 
and various other publishing 
imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, web-
sites and blogs across the United 
States.

Do You need to run a legal?

Don’t forget to check at the court to 

see if you qualify for a fee-waiver!

PLEASE WRITE…
The Gazette welcomes letters to the  ed-

itor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: 
Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publica-

tion. Letters  may be emailed to 
letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. Please include address and 

telephone number for verification purposes. Anonymous 
letters will not be published.  More information:  617-524-2626

SERVICES

SHARED OFFICE SPACE 
AVAILABLE

David at kNURD on Kall:com can 
help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solu-
tions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 
617-676-5676 or 617-522-6090.  

Shared Ofice Space Available. A 
small practitioner office in wash-
ington St. in JP. Suitable for a en-
ergy healer or any manual thera-
pist to sublease hourly. Contact 
617.821.2875 for more details or 
photos.

—— Classifieds ——

CLASSIFIED INFO:
Fax your ad to 617-524-3921 or mail 
it to Gazette Publications, Inc., PO. 

Box 301119, JP, MA 02130. Or email it 
to classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.

com. For more info. call 
617-524-2626, ext. 225.

Boston residents preferred 
Start immediately. 
Call 617-212-2268 

for more information.

LICENSED PLUMBERS 
WANTED

Op-Ed
Continued from page 14

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU20P2330EA
Estate of:
Carol Corso Derry
Date of Death:
06/12/2020
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate 
of Will with Appointment of 
Personal Representative has 
been filed by Richard M. Derry 
of Pawtucket, RI requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Richard M. Derry of Pawtucket, 
RI be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on 
the bond in an unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 03/03/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 

a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and expenses 
of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 21, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

2/12/21
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU20P2280EA
Estate of:
Gertrude Margaret
Coutts
Date of Death
01/21/2002
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by David W. Coutts of Plymouth, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
David W. Coutts of Plymouth, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 03/12/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and expenses 
of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 29, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

2/12/2021
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU21P0109EA
Estate of:
John Barrington
Meyer
Date of Death:
08/07/2020
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate 
of Will with Appointment of 
Personal Representative has 

been filed by Gary C. Nardone 
of Lexington, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Gary C. Nardone of Lexington, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 03/19/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the dis-

tribution of assets and expenses 
of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 05, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

2/12/21
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION
NOTICE
Docket No.
SU20P1133EA
Estate of:
Mary Theresa
Kirrane
Date of Death:
May 9, 2020
To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate by 
Petition of Petitioner Kevin M. 
Kirrane of East Sandwich, MA 
and Petitioner Dennis J. Kirrane 
of West Roxbury MA.
A Will has been admitted to 
informal probate.
Kevin M. Kirrane of East 
Sandwich, MA and Dennis J. 
Kirrane of West Roxbury, MA 
has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representatives 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered 
under informal procedure by 
the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not 

required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the 
Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under 
informal procedure. A copy of 
the Petition and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the Petitioner.
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LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU20P1553EA
Estate of:
Paul T. Katsiroubas
Date of Death:
05/05/2020
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Person-
al Representative has been filed 
by Anne Katsiroubas of Jamaica 
Plain, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 

Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 03/08/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and expenses 
of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 25, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
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By John Lynds 

Last week the cumulative 
COVID-19 positive test rate in 
Jamaica Plain increased slightly 
but the weekly positive test rate 
dropped. 

According to the latest data 
released by the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) last 
Friday, 32,320 Jamaica Plain 
residents have been tested for 
COVID since the pandemic be-
gan and 7.5 percent overall were 
found to be positive–an increase 
of 7 percent from the 6.9 percent 
reported on January 22.

Last week 2,253 Jamaica 
Plain residents were tested and 
3.4 percent were found to be 

COVID positive-- a 19 percent 
decrease from the 4.2 percent 
reported by the BPHC on Jan-
uary 22. 

Citywide,  32,198 residents 
were tested and 5.8 percent were 
COVID positive--a 15 percent 
decrease from the 6.8 percent 
testing positive two weeks ago. 

According to the BPHC data, 
Jamaica Plain’s infection rate 
increased 15 percent since Jan-
uary 22. 

Jamaica Plain went from 
517.8 ases per 10,000 residents 
to 594.8 cases per 10,000 resi-
dents. 

An additional 311 Jamaica 
Plain residents became infected 
with COVID-19 since January 

22 and the number of total cases 
here went from 2,091 cases to 
2,402 cases in the neighborhood. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infec-
tion rates in each neighborhood. 
It also breaks down the number 
of cases by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of 
coronavirus increased 5.5 per-
cent  percent last week and went 
from  52,704 cases to 55,637 con-
firmed cases in a week. Fifty-one 
Boston residents died from the 
virus last week and there are 
now 1,204 total deaths in the city 
from COVID. 

JP’s cumulative positive test rate up slightly, 
weekly test rate down once again

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by 
neighborhood that tracks infection rates and COVID testing 
results in Boston neighborhoods. 

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neigh-
borhood Council (JPNC) held a 
meeting on January 21 for the 
Boston Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) to provide 
updates on PLAN: JP/Rox and to 
“share information on how devel-
opment projects have contribut-
ed to meeting the goals” of the 
plan since it was implemented, 
according to the JPNC. Members 
of the public were also invited 
to ask questions and provide 
feedback.

Aisling Kerr of the BPDA said 
that the agency “might not have 
answers for everything tonight, 
but we want to know what the 
areas of concern are.” Kelly Sher-
man and Ocean Luo of the 

BPDA were also on hand to 
address questions and concerns 
from residents.

“The guidelines outlined in 
PLAN: JP/ROX were adopted by 
the Boston Planning and Devel-
opment (BPDA) Board of Direc-
tors on March 2, 2017,” according 
to the JPNC description for this 
meeting. “This comprehensive 
plan provides recommendations 
and strategies around develop-
ment of former industrial sites, 
affordable housing, jobs and 
businesses, guidelines for urban 
design, and suggestions for im-
provements to transportation, 
connections, open space, sustain-
ability, and the public realm. 
It also represents an intensive 
2 1/2 year planning process in 
which the City actively engaged 

with the community to envision 
the area between Forest Hills, 
Egleston Square, and Jackson 
Square; an area that includes ap-
proximately 250 acres and over 
6,000 residents. In so doing, this 
planning initiative created an 
opportunity to think strategi-
cally about the types of uses, the 
public realm, and the scale of 
development that are best suited 
for the future of the area.”

Luo presented a dashboard 
that showed developments 
within the boundaries set forth 
by PLAN: JP/Rox, and showed 
different aspects of the plan 
for different projects. He went 
through different aspects of the 
dashboard and how residents 
can access it. The dashboard can 
be found at https://boston.maps.
arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/
index.html#/47125f46893247b-
ca922444a9bf7e8c8. 

At the Feb. 8 Stonybrook 
Neighborhood Association (SNA) 
meeting, Steering Committee 
member Trevyn Langsford said 
that PLAN: JP/Rox “is not law; it 
is a guideline that is a resource 
for developers when developing 
new projects.” 

Several residents expressed 
issues with the plan, especially 
when it came to the affordability 
of new units being built in the 
neighborhood. 

Resident Lady Lawrence said 
that the “impact” of many of the 
projects on residents is “ignored,” 
and said that the calculations 
for determining affordability are 
“fundamentally flawed,” and it is 

an “issue of structural racism.”
Kerr responded by saying that 

the BPDA was “here to share 
information” as well as provide 
an update on “items of interest” 
to residents.

“There’s a lot of different opin-
ions on [Area Median Income] 
and what that defines.” She said 
that the United States Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) sets the Area 
Median Income. “Unfortunately, 
the city’s not directly responsible 
for setting those AMIs.” 

Resident Sarah Horsley said 
that PLAN: JP/Rox “did achieve 
some good goals around afford-
ability and some other issues…” 
She added that she feels more 
affordable units are still needed, 
and that Arborway Yard, owned 
by the MBTA., would be a good 
place to build more units.

“It’s an elephant in the room 
that the Arborway Yard parcel is 
still sitting there after close to 
20 years of being promised,” said 
resident Sarah Freeman.

Kerr said that the MBTA is 
“unable to commit to what the 
long term plans are for the site,” 
and there’s only so much we can 
do right now. We’re committed to 
continuing those conversations 
with the MBTA.”

Other residents said they 
would like more information 
made available regarding afford-
ability of units on the dashboard, 
as they feel it is not clear right 
now and not enough information 
is provided. 

Kerr said that the dashboard 

was still very new, and “points 
about deeper and additional in-
formation are well taken.”

Resident Benji Mauer said 
that “the fact that you know 
about how many bike space, but 
not more info about AMI shows 
where priorities are.” He said 
that any technical issues with 
the dashboard need to be re-
solved. 

“This is the most critical in-
formation for this neighborhood 
and I think you all know that,” he 
said. “The information presented 
on this dashboard,” he continued, 
“does not meet requests” from 
the community for more informa-
tion. “We have priorities and the 
dashboard doesn’t really reflect 
those priorities. It sort of feels 
like there’s a disconnect between 
what we’re saying, our priorities, 
and how your’e coming back to us 
with information.” 

In the chat, resident Lizi 
Brown wrote: “It’s important to 
look at the history of redlining 
in Roxbury when calculating the 
realistic needs. We need hous-
ing for people who have been 
shut out due to racism for many 
many years. The city needs to 
make amends and make good 
quality housing available to the 
people who have lived here his-
torically. This means low income 
residents”

Alex Ponte-Capellan of City 
Life/Vida Urbana said that he 
was “hoping to see info about 
displacement,” but added that it 
was “really disheartening” to not 
see that information. He suggest-

ed that data collection be done 
with residents to see how that 
compares to “what is being built.”

Others also made comments 
about displacement and how it 
is continuing to worsen.

Resident Mary Ann Kopyd-
lowski wrote in the chat:  “I have 
lived in JP for 41 years and for 21 
years I have worked as a nurse 
with the homeless community in 
Boston.  I have seen the number 
of homeless families and individ-
uals skyrocket in recent years. 
This can be directly linked to 
displacement and lack of afford-
able housing. And hey we are in 
a pandemic. Families and indi-
viduals are being displaced now 
in the pandemic. In essence dis-
placement, eviction, foreclosure 
during Covid-19=death.”

Other residents appreciated 
the opportunity to provide feed-
back, and hoped the BPDA was 
taking it into serious consider-
ation.

Kerr said that she “appreci-
ates” the comments and feedback 
from the residents, as well as the 
chance to have this conversation.

Kevin Rainsford, Chair of the 
JPNC, said that the goal is “to 
go over questions” as well as 
“review the video” of the meet-
ing and send those questions to 
the BPDA, and “hopefully get a 
response in a relatively short 
amount of time,” after which 
those responses will be distrib-
uted to residents.

JPNC, BPDA hold meeting on PLAN: JP/Rox; residents want more info on affordability
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