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.F'Esh *‘ ' District 6 City Council can-
p & didates Ben Weber and William
King reigned supreme in the Sep-
tember 12 Preliminary Municipal
election, beating out incumbent
Boston City Councilor Kendra
Lara to advance to the Municipal
election slated for November 7th.
According to unofficial elec-
tion results on the city’s website,
Weber came out on top in the
preliminary race with 4,951 votes
(42.25%), followed by King with
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The Lemonshiners on stage during the JP Music Fest on September 9, at Pineback Field
hosted the Festival with over 20 bands performing.

STAFF REPORT

The Jamaica Pond Association
(JPA) held its regular monthly
meeting on September 11, via
Zoom. Chair Kay Mathew and
fellow members Jasmine Crafts,
Tony Dreyfus, Peter Steiger,
Peter Elmuts, Michael Reis-
kind, Nancy Mazonson, Kevin
Moloney, Franklyn Salimbene,
and Martin Thomson were in
attendance, as were a number of
residents of the Jamaica Plain
community.

The group addressed a number
of issues, the most significant
being the JPA’s ongoing request
to meet directly with Brian Arri-
go, the former mayor of Revere
who is the new Commissioner of
the Dept. of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR), regarding the
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Buttercup drummer Rikki Bates. See pages
17-19 for more photos.

Angela artt and Patricia Sheehan had their
own off-stage preformance going on.

Weber and King moving

& - {97 on to Municipal election

4,384 votes (37.42%) and Lara
with 2,351 votes (20.06%).

Weber, a 15-year Jamai-
ca Plain resident and workers’
rights attorney, and King, a res-
ident of West Roxbury and IT
Director for a local conservation
non-profit, seemed happy with
the result.

“I'm happy to be here,” said
Weber. “It’s great to have made it
this far... 'm not taking anything
for granted; I feel confident now

Continued on page 4

JPA to seek meeting
with new head of DCR

DCR’s controversial redesign of
the Murray and Kelley rotaries
on the Arborway/Jamaicaway.

The JPA, among other com-
munity groups, has raised ques-
tions about the DCR’s proposal
to signalize those intersections,
a plan that is a carry-over from
the administration of former Gov.
Charlie Baker’s administration.
However, there are many in the
community who are in favor of the
sigalization of the rotaries, which
they say will create a much-safer
roadway for pedestrians, motor-
ists, and bicyclists.

Michael Giordano from State
Rep. William McGregor’s office,
Brett Hoffmann from State Sena-
tor Mike Rush’s office, and Carlos
Rios from State Rep. Sam Monta-

Continued on page 2
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JPA

Continued from page 1

no’s office were on hand for the
meeting and said their offices are
working to schedule a meeting
with Arrigo.

“We want to stress that we
very much want to meet with the
DCR directly and with the new
commissioner,” said Mathew.

Hoffmann reported that the
state budget includes funding for
the Footlight Club at the Eliot
School and that legislation was
passed so that Boston now will
have a seat on the MBTA Board
of Directors.

In other business, the mem-
bers heard an update regarding
another controversial matter,
the dog run that was installed
in July in the historic grave-
yard of the First Church at the
corner of Centre and Eliot Sts.
The graveyard, which is in the
rear of the church, is adjacent to
homes on Holbrook and Eliot Sts.
Some of those residents, as well
as members of the parish and
the greater JP community, have
expressed their strong opposition
to allowing an unsightly dog run
to be placed in the historic burial
ground.

Bonnie McBride and Dennis
O’Brien from the First Church
brought the members up-to-date
on the status of the dog run since
its opening. McBride said the

fencing was put up in July, but
said that the lack of use of the dog
run has been surprising, noting
that she seldom has seen more
than two or three dogs at a time.

O’Brien spoke of the protocols
for use of the dog run and noted
that the lack of its use thus far
may be attributable to the paper-
work, training, fees, and regis-
tration required for prospective
users of the dog run.

O’Brien noted that the church
has taken a “hands-off policy”
and has left the administration
and operation of the dog run up
to the dog owners themselves to
enforce the rules and standards
of the dog run.

“We continue to seek to keep
this at a level that is not disrup-
tive to the neighborhood and it
has been working out thus far,”
said O’'Brien, who noted that the
present dog run set-up is only on
a temporary, experimental basis.
Whether the dog run will become
a permanent fixture in the his-
toric graveyard is subject to a
final determination by the Mass.
Historical Association and a final
vote of the church’s congregation.

“This has been a contentious
issue, as you all know,” concluded
O’Brien.

Pam (who did not give her
last name), a representative from
the Churchyard Hound Group,
the group of dog owners who
utilize the dog run and who are
responsible for policing its users,
thanked the church “for letting
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us have this opportunity.”

Tarek Hassan and Simon
Rees from 31 Pondview Ave.
and their lawyer, Larry DiCara,
appeared before the association
to seek approval for their pro-
posal to construct a 248 sq. ft.
second-story addition over the
existing first-floor structure of
their home. Although the addi-
tion will not enlarge the footprint
of the home, it constitutes a tech-
nical violation of the side yard
requirements pursuant to the
city’s zoning ordinances. DiCara
noted that the home was built
in 1926, long before the present
zoning ordinances for side yard
setback requirements were in
effect.

DiCara said that the owners
now have a second child and
they need more living space in
their single-family home. “They
are looking forward to staying in
the city and raising their family
here,” said DiCara, who present-
ed letters of support for the proj-
ect from neighbors.

“This will be a thoughtful-
ly-planned and great addition
to the neighborhood,” said JPA
member Peter Steiger, who lives
in the neighborhood on Moraine
St.

Michael Cohen, a neighbor,
also supported the project. “They
have the enthusiastic and strong
support of my wife and me. Their
project respects the historical na-
ture of their home,” said Cohen.

There were no opponents to
the application and the JPA
approved it unanimously. The
homeowners now must go before
the Zoning Committee of the Ja-
maica Plain Neighborhood Coun-
cil and then ultimately before the

city’s Zoning Board of Appeals
in order to have their project
approved.

JPA member Tony Dreyfus of
the Parks, Parkways, and Open
Spaces Committee presented an
update on the issues pertaining
to Jamaica Pond and Olmsted
Park. “I'm hoping we can bring
new attention, because it has
been suffering from neglect,” said
Dreyfus, who noted that the area
was upgraded by the DCR five
years ago, but there has been a
lack of regular maintenance.

“There is overgrown vegeta-
tion between the path and the
pond, blocking the view,” said
Dreyfus, “as well as concerns
about how the water runoff is
being handled and upkeep of the
trees and bushes. These needs
are pressing.”

Peter Steiger of the IDEA
Committee discussed new lan-
guage for the JPA’s website,
which he suggested that all of
the JPA members study in order
to be able to take a vote on it at
the next meeting.

“The goal of the new language
is aspirational to help make the
JPA more accessible and more
inclusive of our community,” said
Steiger.

“We need to focus on diversi-
fying the board’s make-up itself,”
said Mathew. “I ask that board
members read through it so that
we can have a discussion about it
at our October meeting.”

“I don’t disagree with what it
says, but there is an issue with
the tone,” noted Reiskind. “Some
of the sentences seem to be more
about us than the community.”

Boston Police Officer Patricia
Darosa from District 13 present-

Open M/W/F

build friendships

LOTS of outdoor play and learning;

Many opportunities for children to
make open ended discoveries and to
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ed the Community Safety Re-
port. “The only thing to report
on in your area is that at 687
Centre St,. there was an arrest
for a person trying to cash a
fraudulent check for $20,000,”
said Darosa, who also noted that
the arrestee was charged with
assault & battery upon a police
officer in addition to the charges
for trying to cash a fraudulent
check and identity theft.

Darosa noted that this was a
case of check-washing (in which
criminals use chemicals to wash-
out the writing on the check and
then write in their name as payee
with a different amount). Daro-
sa warned the community that
residents should not leave their
bill payments in their mailboxes
for pick-ups by a Postal worker.
Darosa said that Postal employ-
ees are being robbed of their
mailbox keys to get access to
the mailboxes. She said everyone
should try either to pay their bills
on-line or bring their bill pay-
ments directly to the Post Office.

Darosa also noted that there
was a recent arrest for a breaking
and entering during the day in a
nearby neighborhood of Jamaica
Plain on the Arborway in which
the homeowner was able to see
the B & E in progress through
his security system and alerted
the police.

“Most burglaries are commit-
ted during the daytime when
the criminals know that the res-
idents are not home,” she said.

Salimbene asked whether Dis-
trict 13 is focusing on traffic
safety, particularly speeding, red
light violations, and crosswalk
violations. Darosa responded
that there is an awareness of
the problem and officers are en-
forcing the laws to the extent
they are able to do so.

“If it were up to me, I would
put a speed bump on every street
in the city,” said Darosa. “No one
drives 25 miles per hour in this
city. It’s out of control -- society
is getting out of control and there
is lawlessness with the way peo-
ple drive,” she said, noting that
the American Legion Highway in
particular is unsafe.

JPA Treasurer Thomson re-
ported that there is $4400.82
in the JPA’s account, which in-
cludes a recent, generous dona-
tion by Barbara Zegarra in the
memory of the late Karen Wep-
sic, a long-time JP resident who
was active in the community for
decades.

The next meeting of the JPA is
set for Monday, October 2.
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Community leader Vanessa Calderon Rosado will receive Governor’s Award in Humanities

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Mass Humanities will present
one of its Governor’s Awards in
the Humanities to Vanessa Cal-
deron-Rosado, CEO of Inquilinos
Boricuas en Accion, Boston, at an
awards ceremony Sept. 28 at the
John F. Kennedy Presidential
Library and Museum in Boston.

Calderon Rosado has had a
long and multifaceted career
demonstrating a commitment to
the humanities within educa-
tion, community development,
and philanthropy in Boston and
across the state. Calderén-Rosa-
do is being honored for her work
that actively promotes Latinx
culture and builds community
through the arts in Boston’s
South End and for her contribu-
tions to shaping a more equitable
philanthropic ecosystem in Mas-
sachusetts.

Humbled by the honor

Asked about being recognized
by Mass Humanities with the
prestigious Governor’s Award,
Calderon Rosado said, “This is
a very unexpected honor, so I
am extremely thrilled, happy,
delighted, and humbled by this
award, especially because it’s
centered in the humanities. It
may seem a little bit unusual
or out of the blue for the kind of
work that I do. However, I feel
an intersectionality between my
work and the humanities, so I'm
really excited and thrilled.”

A Puerto Rican-born civic
leader who received her doctor-
ate in public policy from UMASS
Boston and a Honoris Causa Doc-
torate from Cambridge College,
Calderon-Rosado has been high-
ly acclaimed for her outstand-
ing, exemplary administration
of Inquilinos Boricuas en Accién
(IBA), a community develop-
ment corporation dedicated to
empowering and engaging indi-
viduals and families to improve
their lives through high-quality
affordable housing, education
and arts programs. Under her
leadership since 2003, IBA has
become the largest Latino-led
nonprofit organization in East-
ern Massachusetts, with over
$250 million in assets and a
portfolio of 667 affordable hous-
ing units in its South End Villa
Victoria development in Roxbury
and Mattapan.

Vanessa Calderon-Rosado.

Empowering individuals to

improve their lives

Calderon-Rosado said that
Inquilinos Boricuas En Acion
(which translates to Puerto
Rican Tenants in Action) was
founded in 1968 by a group
of Puerto Rican activists that
fought for the revitalization of
neighborhoods and the develop-
ment of affordable housing and
community programs.

“As we pass forward 55 years
later, we continue with that
legacy and IBA’s mission is to
empower individuals and fam-
ilies to improve their lives and
achieve social and economic mo-
bility through our high-quality
affordable housing units, our ed-
ucation, financial empowerment,
and arts programs.

Inspired by her family
to give back

Calderon-Rosado was born
and raised in Puerto Rico and
moved to Boston in 1992 to pur-
sue her Ph.D in Public Policy.

“I'had every intention of going
back to Puerto Rico, but here
I am 31 years later,” said Cal-
deron-Rosado. “All my family
still lives in Puerto Rico, so I go
often.”

Calderon-Rosado said her
family instilled in her “the im-
portant values of giving back and
paying it forward.”

“Both my mother and father
were very politically involved,
so I grew up in an environment
that was extremely physically
engaged, and my family had
these important values around
equity and justice,” said Cal-
deron-Rosado. “That inspired me
to dedicate the rest of my life to
work in community development
and toward a more just society

and to provide voices to the com-
munity and the people who are
not represented at the table. And
when it comes to philanthropy,
it applies to everything — how
all these important societal in-
stitutions can lift up that power
and support these communities
to attain equity as well.”

Calderon-Rosado said her doc-
toral training in public policy has
helped her “have a good under-
standing of what policy-making
looks like.”

“My doctoral training been
very helpful in not only under-
standing the process of build-
ing coalitions and alliances that
lead to the passage of policy that
promotes equity and social and
economic justice, but also how
to analyze the impact of current
public policy and proposed public
policies,” said Calderon-Rosado.

As an undergraduate student
in college in Puerto Rico, she
majored in education and took a
position as a third grade teacher
at a public school in San Juan.

But she eventually moved
on to IBA and “It’s truly been
the honor of my life to work for

this organization for the past
20 years.”

Building a winning
team at IBA

Calderson said that IBA faced
some challenges when she first
joined the organization.

“But I was able to put to-
gether a team of people and a
board of directors that have
worked collaboratively to build
an organization that developed
programs that were researched
and evidence-based and reached
the community that needed the
services the most. We were also
able to build our funding and
revenue stream - and we were
able to grow and expand. One
person cannot do all that without
avillage, and I've been fortunate
and blessed to have a great team
working alongside me to make
IBA what it is today,” said Cal-
deron-Rosado.

Vanessa lives in Milton with
her husband, Miguel, and is the
proud mom of Carlos and An-
tonio.

The other Governor’s Award
recipients are Margaret Burn-

ham of Boston, distinguished
Professor of Law at Northeast-
ern and an internationally recog-
nized expert on civil and human
rights, comparative constitution-
al rights, and international crim-
inal law; Kumble Subbaswamy,
of Amherst, the retiring Chan-
cellor of UMass Amherst and
a committed public education
advocate; and Elizabeth Bacon
of Worcester, coordinator of the
Clemente Course in Humanities,
Worcester.

Said Governor Healey about
the award recipients, “Massa-
chusetts is home to a thriving
humanities sector that makes
our state more enlightened, inno-
vative and inclusive. I'm proud to
present the Governor’s Awards
to these four leaders in the Hu-
manities in recognition of the
exceptional contributions they
have made in education, history,
community development, philan-
thropy, civil rights and more.
I'm also grateful to the Mass
Humanities Board for their part-
nership and the incredible work
they do to expand opportunities
across our state.”

Your
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Election

Continued from page 1

that if I can reach enough voters
before the final, I'll have a sig-
nificant amount of support,” he
later added.

Speaking about his and his
team’s reaction to the results,
King said, “We’re super excited,
and we're energized and pumped
up, and we're ready to work hard
all the way through election day.”

“At the end of the day, I think
it'll be a close race, but we think
we have a positive message that
will resonate with the voters of
District 6,” he said.

With the Municipal Election
rapidly approaching, both King
and Weber made it clear that
they will continue to work just as
hard to receive enough support to
earn the title of District 6 City
Councilor.

“We're going to do everything
that we can to interact with as
many voters as we possibly can
and tell them about our message
for the District,” said King.

“I know we have a lot of work
to do. I will be knocking on doors,
trying to meet as many people as
I can in the District before the
final in November,” said Weber.

Although Weber topped King
in the preliminary, it was a close-

COURTESY PHOTO
Ben Weber.

ly contested battle for the top
spot, and both candidates ac-
knowledged that this race would
be a close one.

In what could be a barn burner
of a race, every vote will count.
With that in mind, both can-
didates spoke about why they
should get votes from residents.

Weber talked about his back-
ground of living in Jamaica Plain
with his wife, raising his two
kids who are in Boston Public
Schools (BPS), and working as an
attorney for 18 years fighting for
workers’ rights as aspects that
would help him as District 6 City
Councilor.

“I think both my working ex-
perience and my experiences as a
parent here would help me be an
effective councilor representing
the District,” said Weber.

Weber also explained that he
has shown through his work as

 COURTESY PHOTO
William King.

an attorney, being a BPS dad,
and a youth soccer coach that he
would fight for things like hous-
ing affordability, schools that
work for everyone in the city,
and fight against climate change.

Similarly, King also spoke
about his background and lived
experiences being something
that would resonate with voters.

For example, he talked about
understanding things those in
the city have faced, such as fi-
nancial struggles, the effects
of violence, and trauma caused
by addiction. King also spoke
about how he was a BPS kid and
has felt the impact of education
system challenges like limited
resources and overcrowded class-
rooms.

“I think it’'s about lived ex-
periences and how I have those
lived experiences, and I think
that’s really going to resonate

CITY OF BOSTON

with voters because the issues
that they face are issues that I
have faced or continue to face to
this day,” said King.

While these two candidates
will be in a battle to achieve vic-
tory, there is at least one thing
they are in lockstep about — urg-
ing residents to get out and vote.

“I urge people to get out and
vote, especially for City Council
elections, because City Coun-
cilors directly interact with the
residents and can improve qual-
ity of life for so many residents,”
said King.

“The City Council plays an im-
portant role in how our commu-
nity works. So [ urge everyone to

follow the race and make their
voices heard November 7th,” said
Weber.

To learn more about the back-
ground of each candidate and
the platforms they are running
on, you can visit their websites
below.

Weber: https://www.weber-
forboston.com/

King: https://www kingforbos-
ton.com/

Also, for all information per-
taining to elections, you can visit
the city’s election webpage at
https://www.boston.gov/depart-
ments/election.
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Rafael Bautista (center) is shown with his wife Paula and
Father Andrea S. Povero at Holy Cross Cathedral on Saturday,
September 9 after being ordained a deacon by Cardinal Sean
O’Malley. A long time and active parishioner at Our Lady of

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Thermometers Mercury Switches Lourdes Parish, he was among a class of ten men ordained as
deacons. He will continue to assist with the Spanish community
Thermostats Fluorescent Lamps at Our Lady of Lourdes parish, St. Thomas Aquinas Parish and

St. Mary of the Angels. A luncheon with his family followed
the happy occasion at Our Lady of Lourdes parish center.

Real Estate AUCTION

Elemental Mercury Blood Pressure Units

PLEASE BRING THESE PRODUCTS CONTAINING MERCURY TO:

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE

2,453+ SF Updated
DROP OFF 2-Family in City Point
Neighborhood
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2023 AD SPONSORED BY INCOME & OWNER
8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. OCCUPATION

OPPORTUNITY
675-677 East 5 St.,
S. Boston, MA

Wed., Sept. 20 at 11am

Auction On-site
Open House: Wed., Sept. 13 (11am-1pm)

Central DPW Facility

400 Frontage Road, Boston

Boston Residents Only - Proof of Residency Required.
Find a full list of acceptable items at:
Boston.gov/hazardous-waste

Ih WASTE
INNOVATIONS

[ 4

Info, Full Terms, Broker Registration & More at:

Manning

AUCTIONEERS

www.JJManning.com

FIND US ONLINE: JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM B00.525 0111 et 11 1o+ s 200




Jamarca Praiv Gazerte o SEPTEMBER 22,2023

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15
8:30AM - JAMAIGCA POND BOAT HOUSE

REGISTRATION 8:00AM-9:00AM RACGE STARTS AT 9:00AM

Power Within Fitness And Coaching, Arborway Auto,, Foley Palenscar, Schortmann Ins. Co., Radiant Leaf Consulting
Scan Here

[m] ;.52 m]

i

'  Events.EliteFeats.com/23SSYC




6 * Jamaica PLAIN GAZETTE

o SEPTEMBER 22,2023

Arborway Yard subcommittee continues bus facility discussions

By MicHAEL COUGHLIN JR.

Earlier this week, the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council’s
(JPNC) Arborway Yard subcom-
mittee met to discuss a number
of topics relating to the plans
for the proposed Arborway Bus
Maintenance Facility.

The proposed bus facility in
the neighborhood would house a
fleet of MBTA electric buses as
part of an effort to have a fully
electric bus fleet in 2040.

One of the big discussion
points during the meeting sur-
rounded design priorities for the
proposed facility.

Carolyn Royce, a member of
the JPNC’s Housing Commit-
tee, explained that previously,
the subcommittee had come up
with design priorities and that
now would be the time to go

into more detail and make other
suggestions.

With the discussion open, one
of the first big design priorities
suggested is having a facility
that is in scale.

“It’s got to relate to human
scale and neighborhood scale; all
the other things come secondary.
It has to be a building that’s bro-
ken down in terms of the mass,
and it has to relate to the people
on the street,” said Gert Thorn,
a member of the JPNC.

There was also a recommenda-
tion made by an attendee about
engaging parks with the new
facility, which connected with
previous priority suggestions.

Specifically, the past prior-
ities mentioned engaging with
the Department of Conservation
and Recreation (DCR) and incor-
porating the Southwest Corridor

we’ll
keep

Beth Israel Lahey Health )
New England Baptist Hospital

moving

you

extension and pedestrian access
into discussions with the MBTA.

Moreover, Sarah Freeman, a
member of the JPNC’s Parks
Committee, made two sugges-
tions; one was from a resident
who could not attend. That res-
ident had the idea to landscape
in a way that would make the
facility appear smaller.

“If we’re in an area where
we're not used to 60-foot win-
dowless walls, what if the land
came up halfway or a third of
the way? I'm not an architect,
but that’s one way to reduce the
perception without actually re-
ducing the size of the structure,”
said Freeman.

Freeman also thought it was
prudent to think about access
and egress at the facility. “Maybe
it’s not our problem to solve, but
I think we should be thinking
about it.”

In addition to the discussion
about design priorities, a few
updates were given during the
meeting.

One significant update was
concerning the acres promised
to the neighborhood for commu-

nity use from a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between
the MBTA and the City of Boston
signed over 20 years ago.

Per the MOU, the MBTA
would transfer “no less” than
eight acres of land on the Ar-
borway Yard site to the city for
community use. At the same
time, the city-owned “pole yard”
would be implemented into the
Arborway Yard plan.

In recent plans, that pole yard
has not been included in the
Arborway Yard plan, meaning
that the bus facility’s location
would have to be adjusted, thus
leaving less than eight acres for
the community.

However, Allan Threr, in an
update to the subcommittee,
spoke about a conversation he
had with State Representative
Sam Montano. Threr, who has
been working on the Arborway
Yard since 1998, said it sounded
like there was a commitment
to the eight acres. Though, he
followed that up by saying, “I'll
believe it when I see it.”

In terms of other updates,
Susan Cibulsky, who is help-

ing organize the subcommittee,
mentioned that she reached out
to the city’s Chief of Streets,
Jascha Franklin-Hodge, Diana
Fernandez, the Boston Planning
and Development Agency’s Dep-
uty Chief of Urban Design and
Chris Osgood, a Senior Advisor
for Infrastructure for Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu.

Through her correspondence,
Cibulsky learned that an update
for the subcommittee in early
October is in the works. “The ex-
pectation is that they will come
to our next meeting,” she said.

Cibulsky also mentioned that
she had reached out to Alexan-
dra Markiewicz, Deputy Direc-
tor of Bus Modernization at the
MBTA, about a potential update,
but there were no significant
updates.

If you would like to learn more
about this whole process and
connect with other members of
the community, you can join a
recently created Facebook group
at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/710491541120111/.
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M

Ly

Interested in advertising? Give
Us a Call!! 617-524-2626
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Jamaica Plain residents to participate

in Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk

Residents from Jamaica Plain
will participate in the Boston Mara-
thon® Jimmy Fund Walk presented
by Hyundai on Sunday, October 1.

Steven  Penella, Chelsea
Heneghan, Dong-Woo Kang, Awilda
Pena, Liz Attanasio, William Cyr,
Hadley Bloomhardt, Minh Do, Jimmy
Kearney, Joanne Wolfe, and three
Jamaica Plain residents along with
thousands of other walkers, will par-
ticipate in the iconic annual event
that will unite the community to
raise funds to support all forms of
adult and pediatric care and can-
cer research at the nation’s premier
cancer center, Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute. The Jimmy Fund Walk
has raised more than $167 million
for Dana-Farber Cancer in its 34-year
history, raising a record-breaking
more than $8.8 million in 2022.

“Throughout the past 34 years, the
Jimmy Fund Walk has continuously
supported life-saving research and
cancer care at Dana-Farber. The 2023
Walk will be held during the Jimmy
Fund’s 75th anniversary year and
will aim to raise $9 million in the
effort to prevent, treat, and defy can-
cer,” said Zack Blackburn, Director
of the Jimmy Fund Walk. “This year
also marks the 35th annual Jimmy
Fund Walk. We are eager to get out on
the course and see all our outstanding
walkers and teams come together to
support this great cause.”

The Jimmy Fund Walk is the only

organized walk permitted on the
famed Boston Marathon® course,
and participants have the flexibility
to choose from four distance options:
5K walk (from Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute’s Longwood Medical Cam-
pus), 10K walk (from Newton), Half
Marathon walk (from Wellesley), and
Marathon walk (from Hopkinton).

Whatever route walkers choose,
participants will be treated to 10 refu-
eling stations as well as poster-sized
photographs of patients — Jimmy
Fund Walk Heroes — displayed at
each mile and half-mile marker as
inspiration. All four routes of the
Jimmy Fund Walk will culminate at
the Jimmy Fund Walk Finish Line
Powered by Schneider Electric. Due
to construction in Copley Square,
the Jimmy Fund Walk Finish Line
location has been moved to the Fen-
way neighborhood for 2023. Walkers
should know that distances may be
slightly shorter as we finish the walk
in front of Fenway Park. The finish
line will include a celebration com-
plete with food, music, and a speaking
program.

To register to walk or volunteer
(#JimmyFundWalk) or to support a
walker, visit www.JimmyFundWalk.
org or call (866) 531-9255. Regis-
trants can enter the promo code
NEWS for $5 off the registration fee.
All registered walkers will receive a
bib, medal, and a Jimmy Fund Walk
T-shirt.

3

ROSLINDALE

ol

A neighborhood art event
with over 85 artists!

Saturday & Sunday | 11am-5pm

October 21 & 22, 2023

RoslindaleOpenStudios.org

Did you know?

1in4of us
has a
disability.

We're improving accessibility
across the MBTA for everyone.

Find out more:

mbta.com/accessibility

Access In Motion




8 o Jamarca Praiv Gazerre * SEPTEMBER 22,2023

MBTA Plans Ciritical
Track Work Between
JFK/UMass and
Ashmont Stations and
on the Mattapan Line

Shuttle Buses to Replace Service on Ashmont
Branch and Mattapan Line October 14-29

MBTA Community Open House Events

Join us to learn about the plans to improve Red Line service
through an Ashmont Branch & Mattapan Line 16-Day Work Surge.

September 27 | 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Virtual Public Meeting

September 30 | 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Ashmont Codman Square Health Center Great Hall
637 Washington Street, Boston

For more information and to register:

MBTA.com/AshmontMattapanUpgrades

We want to hear from you.
Email us at publicengagement@mbta.com

Building a better T.

Alison Croney Moses.

PHOTO BY TODD DIONNE

Local artist to exhibit at
the Abigail Ogilvy Gallery

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The Eliot School of Fine and
Applied Arts that is located on
Eliot Street in Jamaica Plain,
is excited to share that our As-
sociate Director, Alison Croney
Moses, will be exhibiting her first
solo show, Alison Croney Moses:
The Habits of Reframing, at the
Abigail Ogilvy Gallery, in Boston,
through October 22.

While Alison has been on leave
this summer to prepare for her
first solo gallery show, she will
return to the Eliot School the
week of September 11. Upon her
return, she will support Abigail
Norman, Executive Director, with
special projects through the end
of the year. (As announced ear-
lier, Abigail will be leaving the
Eliot School in December after
17 years managing its extraor-
dinary growth and change.) Due
to increasing artistic opportunity
as a result of the recognition for
Alison’s own artistic talent and
vision, she has made the decision
to step down as the School’s Asso-
ciate Director at the end of 2023
so she can devote more time to her
art and craft.

Alison says, “This is a truly
special organization and I look
forward to continuing to support
the Eliot School in different ca-
pacities. I am grateful to have
spent ten years working along-
side such dedicated and creative
colleagues and am proud that we
have created spaces for thousands
of young people and adults to
engage with their creativity and
craft throughout Boston.”

Alison joined the Eliot School
a decade ago, first as a teacher,
then as School Partnership Pro-

gram Director, eventually becom-
ing Associate Director, collabo-
rating on organizational strategy
and vision. During her time here,
she founded the Teen Bridge and
Artist in Residence programs to
help cultivate the current and
next generation of artists and
leaders in art and craft. She also
started our newest program, Ca-
reer Pathways in Carpentry and
Craft, which is entering its second
year this fall. Alison has also co-
led the national Racial Equity in
Craft Working Group, which was
launched in 2020 by the Society
of Arts + Crafts.

Alison’s sculpture is in the col-
lections of the Museum of Fine
Arts Boston and the Renwick Gal-
lery of the Smithsonian American
Art Museum. She is a recipient of
the 2022 US Artists Fellowship
in Craft and has been featured in
American Craft Magazine, Yan-
kee Magazine, The Boston Globe,
and elsewhere.

With all of her accomplish-
ments and commitment to her
art, it is no wonder that Alison
is being recognized far and wide.
The Eliot School has been fortu-
nate to have this talented artist
and administrator on staff. Alison
has consistently nurtured art and
craftin herself and others and has
created pathways for other artists
to expand and achieve their goals.
Perhaps even more important-
ly, she has opened opportunities
for people who may never have
thought about pursuing the arts
and craft as a career. Both at the
Eliot School and elsewhere, she
has furthered important conver-
sations supporting racial equity

Continued on page 16
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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1973

Aguinas H.S

= ganas of 1973 i

—

R

PATRICK O’'CONNOR PHOTO
Graduates of the St. Thomas Aquinas High School Class of 1973 get together for a group photo at their 50th reunion luncheon on Saturday, September 9.
Twenty-three attended and had a great time catching up with each other. The parish high school closed in 1975.

FALL SPECIAL EYE Q OPTICAL

Alignment, rotate & balance front tires!
Including courtesy brake, steering & suspension check

Only *189 - Save $40!

475 Centre St
PRIDE o o
Jamaica Plain

S Morrison’s Pt e
R, 08 5 AUfO-Rife the Oom Iin
617-522-4444 Call for an

MorrisonsAutoRite.com QT LI L
Outstanding service since 1969

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of

$150.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.

Please send to LOCAL - INDEPENDENT
obits@reverejournal.com most insurances accepted
or call 781-485-0588 617.983.3937
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HOME SERVICE GUIDE

PAINTING

T J P ExT

CARPENTRY

617-852-7409

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

JP resident

ROOF REPAIR

P -

ROOF REPAIRS
Guttersa Roofing a Skylights

Alexander Doyle

617-522-6116
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small

(617) 361-6532

Member Better Business Bureau

Free estimates

Licensed & Insured
Mass lic # 9290

Thomas Murray Home Improvement

Carpentry » Painting + General Home Repairs
Remodeling

( Interior & Exterior )

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Licensed Contractor
(lic #CS 088319)

PAINTING & CARPENTRY LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION LANDSCAPING

@4 earthen

[)

¥ stoneworks

Design and Construction

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works

Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

LICENSED, INSURED W

IN COMM OF MASS
Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities
DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND

. CPTED PRACTITIONER WITH A GREENER
. APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

ﬁ 781-727-3694

ROOF REPAIR

ROOF LEAKING?

* Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 + Ice & Snow Removal
Asphault Shingles * Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds
» Gutters - Downspouts * Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Senior & Vets Family owneg &
20% (617) 888-8058 -
Discount 8 Years in busingss

Licenced Free Estimates Insured

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION §~ -

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Nz O Call for
LANDSCAPING & Esti t
CONSTRUCTION,INc.  =Stimates
* Landscape maintenance
* Hydroseeding * Fence installation
»Seed * Sod * Paving
* Tree service
+ Commercial 61 7-590-251 0
& Residential FULLY INSURED
+ Free estimates & BONDED

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and
odd job services.
20+ years of experience.

Woodworking
class

No experience needed

mickkeohane@gmail.com
617 909 4050

Michael
Keohane

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

SULA\VALLEY

Additions  kitchens bathrooms
New construction - General remodeling

617-981-9456

60 Amory St, Boston, MA 02119 info@sulavalley.com
Res. Comm. Insured Licenses: HIC 185545 CS-113672

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

: Female owned & operated. 20+ years
~ o+ experience. Honest & affordable. No job
. too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS!
Ask about our
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.
Cynthia “Kare” Shephard
617-930-0582(cent) * karespainting@aol.com

HANDYMAN

i ACE HANDYMAN

Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,
2%, caret nst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painfing, & odd jobs.
 Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.

~ Call Phil at 617-279-9815

Advertiseinthe Guide 617-524-7662
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Despite higher rates, Jamaica Plain housing market is strong

By StepHEN QUIGLEY

Although the current high
mortgage rate environment has
proven discouraging for both buy-
ers, who are facing much higher
monthly payments, and sellers,
who are not eager to leave their
current low interest rate mort-
gage, the overall residential real
estate market in Jamaica Plain
remains strong, according to local
realtors.

“These rates are not the high-
est that we have seen over the
years,” said Constance Cervone
of Cervone, Deegan + Associates.
“However, during Covid, interest
rates were way down,” she added.

Andrew Maxfield of Maxfield
and Company Real Estate added.
“Many buyers who were pre-ap-
proved for say, a $700,000 mort-
gage when rates were low, now
are finding that with higher rates,
that pre-approval number could
be at $500,000 or $600,000.”

However, even with the higher
mortgage rates, the market is
proving resilient and anything
but slow, according to Paula Cal-
laghan of Insight Realty. “There
were two properties that came on
the market last weekend and we
have offers on both, “ she added.

Callaghan noted that the fall
market is psychologically differ-
ent going from September into

INSIGHT

Insight Realty Group

insightrealtygroup.com

FIND US ONLINE: WWW.JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM

Thanksgiving, when prospective
buyers are seeing yards that are
getting ready for winter hiberna-
tion, as opposed to the spring and
summer months when landscap-
ing is bursting with colors and
plantings.

Ellen Grubert of Ellen + Janis
Team at Compass noted that the
low inventory has made Jamaica
Plain real estate more stable than
some neighborhoods. “We had a
new listing over the weekend
and received five offers, with the
property now under agreement,”
Grubert said. “One reason for
the low inventory is that people
are not ready to make the move
to sell their current home if the
mortgage rates that they are now
paying are in many cases at the
two or three percent mark,” she
said.

“Inventory is down across the
Board,” said BJ Ray of the Boston
Home Team of Unlimited South-
eby’s International Realty. “Spe-
cifically in JP, single-family list-

ings and sales are down about
20% from last year. The condo in-
ventory drop has been even more
dramatic, with a reduction of 30%
in the number of properties listed
and closed sales. However, the
drop in price and value haven't
been so dramatic. Single fami-
lies are averaging about 10% less
than this time last year and condo
sale prices are down around 5%.
Anecdotally, I can say that open
house traffic is a lot quieter. In-
stead of 25 groups at every listing,
it can often be under 10 groups.

“But of the folks who are still
out there looking, they appear
to be of a more serious caliber in
terms of their resolve to buy,” he
added.

When asked about the effect
of the looming large-scale de-
velopments in JP, Cervone said,
“They are not going to affect us.”
She pointed out that many units
in these developments will be
rentals. Ray noted that “with the
population growing, it will take

CONSTANCE CERVONE |t
BOARD MEMBER OF JPOS

G

CERVONE
DEEGAN

R

INFO@JAMAICAPLAINREALESTATE.COM

WE SALUTE AND SUPPORT OUR JP ARTISTS
INCLUDING OUR OWN CONSTANCE CERVONE,
PHOTOGRAPHER AND JPOS BOARD MEMBER!

RICARDO
RODRIGUEZ

& ASSOCIATES

POWERED BY

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

(617) 835-0674

years to eliminate the tight in-
ventory market.”

As for the commercial real
estate market, Maxfield noted,
“With vacancies up, commercial
real estate is struggling.” He also
pointed out that some office space
can only be used for certain types
of business uses, such as medi-
cal. Cervone said that there are
conversations about converting
Class B zoning buildings into res-
idential units. She noted that in
her building on Boylston Street,
there are three vacancies, which
has never happened before.

However, despite the head-
winds of higher interest rates
and a slowing commercial mar-
ket, “Overall, the JP residential
market is still strong and pretty
safe,” summed up Maxfield, add-
ing that public transportation,
restaurants, the feel of the neigh-
borhood, and proximity to Long-
wood keep JP a neighborhood
where people want to live and
raise a family.

WWW.JAMAICAPLAINREALESTATE.COM
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Jamaica Plain Real Estate Market Q and A with Ken Sazama of Sazama Real Estate

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Q: What are the most im-
portant things to know if you're
considering buying a home right
now?

A: The best time to get into the
market is now. Some new buyers
overthink the process and focus

too much on the timing. While
of course it’s a good idea to pay
attention to market trends, prop-
erty values in Boston have gone
up consistently over time, so it is
always a good time to buy.

Q: Ok, interesting. But
shouldn’t we wait until interest

rates come down to buy?

A: That is a question I hear a
ton. Obviously interest rates are
high relative to recent years and
I understand the concern, but in
the long term, this isn’t some-
thing that should hold people
back from purchasing a home.

If you buy at a higher rate,

You’ll |

as a kitten in a
new

Sazama Real Estate
617-308-3678
Sazama Real Estate

_compass.com

D€ COZY

home!

FOR THE

S
oy e Vs Mogmeicr gty e oyt ellech o gmparty conciie Mg

PLANET

| 1 Q ERIN RUSS

Realtor®
617.512.1844

erin.russ@compass.com

compdass.com

from

Boston

the Suburbs

nd

Beyond

As an experienced realtor and

Jamaica Plain resident, Erin

can help you find the best of

both worlds.

@[ Erin Russ is a real estate broker affiliated with Compass, a licensed real
estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

your interest payments will be
higher for a period of time, but
when rates come down you will
be able to refinance. Additional-
ly, when rates come down, other
buyers who share this concern,
will be more likely to join in the
market and make the things more
competitive.

In short, your next home
doesn’t have to be your forever or
dream home. It is better to err on
the sooner side, build equity, and
position yourself for the future.

Q: What are the most import-
ant things to know if you're con-
sidering selling a home right
now?

A: This is the most under-
standable mistake in the world,
but some sellers fall victim to
emotional thinking that clouds
their judgment. Quer the years,
owners (understandably) build
up strong connections to their

homes, and when it comes time
to sell they sometimes think their
home is more valuable than it is.
Or, conversely, because an owner
lived with a particular shortcom-
ing, they think the future owners
won’t mind doing so too.

The takeaway for me is that
limiting emotion during the
selling process can help you see
things more clearly and make the
right decision for your family.

Q: What is the most common
question you get asked as an
agent?

A: The most common thing
I'm asked is, “How’s the market
doing?” Generally when people
ask me this question they are
responding to news about inter-
est rates or recent sales, and are
curious about the value of their
home, or their ability to buy a
home they have their eye on.

Budget-friendly outdoor
projects for any DIYer

STATE POINT PHOTO

There are times when tape will work.

(StatePoint) Want to trans-
form your outdoor space while
saving money? There are plenty
of hands-on projects you can do
yourself to eliminate expensive
labor costs. The following ideas
can be tailored to your budget and
personal preferences:

Install a Party Pad

Make your backyard more fun
and functional with a low-mainte-
nance patio for entertaining and
relaxing. Based on your budget
and experience level, there are
a variety of styles and materials
to choose from, such as brick,
concrete and stone. You'll also

need gravel to create a sturdy
foundation.

If you're building on an exist-
ing lawn, clear out the grass and
dirt first and dig an area deep
enough, so the new surface will
be even with the ground. Once
you've prepped the ground and
poured the gravel, use sand to
hold the blocks in place and fill
any gaps between the blocks once
the layout is complete. Search on-
line for step-by-step installation
instructions and use a project
calculator to determine the cost.

Continued on page 13
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DIY

Continued from page 12

Increase Seating Capacity

A built-in seating wall near a
fire pit, pool or patio offers more
places to lounge and adds depth
to the space. There are plenty of
DIY-friendly materials to build
with, including interlocking con-
crete blocks, which won’t need to
be recut and are heavy enough to
stay in place without cement, or
larger, flat stones that look more
natural and can be laid in various
ways.

If you use concrete blocks, add
capstones as top piece to give
the design a finished look. Watch
tutorials online before starting
the project for inspiration and
to ensure you complete all the
necessary steps.

Repair Over Replace

Fix up something old to make
it new. If you have an above-
ground pool or spa with a slow
leak, easily repair it with the
highly-rated T-Rex Waterproof
Tape. The tape has a waterproof
backing enhanced with R-Flex
Technology for greater durability.
It’s also UV-resistant, can stretch
up to 700% of its original length
and is strong enough to be used
underwater.

Locate the leak and then mea-
sure and cut a piece of tape with
scissors (this tape is too tough to
tear by hand). Remove the liner
from the back and apply it to the
crack to form a leak-proof seal.

Press down firmly and smooth
any creases by hand.

Hide Outdoor Eyesores

A privacy screen is an easy
project for beginner DIYers and
will hide unsightly air condition-
ing units, garbage bins and utility
boxes. You'll need weather-resis-
tant wood slats, like cedar wood,
fence posts, a drill, screws and
paint or stain.

Use your “eyesore” to deter-
mine how tall to make the screen.
Then, anchor fence posts into the
ground and drill your first slat
about an inch above the ground.
Continue adding boards all the
way up. For air conditioning
units, leave space between each
slat to ensure proper air circu-
lation. Add a finish—dark for a
modern style or clear for a natural
look—and enjoy.

Give it a Glow

Use lighting to give your back-
yard a bistro-like atmosphere.
Rather than using a drill to hang
solar or string lights, use trans-
parent, double-sided T-Rex Clear
Mounting Tape to permanently
and discreetly decorate.

Whether placing the lights
across wooden beams or on brick
or vinyl fencing, make sure the
surface is clean and dry before
applying the tape. Stick one side
to the surface and the other to
mount the lights. The adhesive
will build over time, achieving full
strength after a 24-hour period.

Once you tackle these bud-
get-friendly DIY projects, you'll
be ready to relax in your outdoor
oasis.

RACHAEL@RACHARELKULIK.COM | [978] 514-2018
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INSIGHT REALTY. GROUP
68 SOUTH STREET, JAMAICA PLAIN MA 02130

What homeowners need to know before and after a hurricane

(StatePoint) The official Atlan-
tic hurricane season runs from
June 1 through November 30, and
the National Weather Service is
predicting between 12 to 17 total
named storms. The best advice for
homeowners who want to be bet-
ter prepared? Proactively think
about what can be done ahead of
time -- as well as after the fact -- so
that you and your family are able
to withstand severe weather and
quickly recover from it.

“Every day, our team speaks
with homeowners needing guid-
ance on their insurance and ways
to help keep their family and
property safe. Customers typical-
ly ask our loss consultation team
about water damage, deductibles
and what might be covered under
their insurance policies,” said Jim
Wucherpfennig, vice president of
Property Claim at Travelers, a
property casualty insurer that
assists homeowners in planning
for and recovering from hurri-
canes. “Knowing policy terms and
conditions can help alleviate some
of a homeowner’s anxiety that
accompanies a storm.”

Wucherpfennig suggests tak-

The Ellen + Janis Team

617.256.8455
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com

ellenandjanisteam.com

Photo Source: (c) Image Source / iStock via Getty Images Plus

ing the following steps to be ready
for severe weather:

Before a storm:

* Review your policy: Know
your insurance coverage limits
and check to see that your cov-
erage amounts will allow you to
repair or rebuild your property
based on current costs.

* Keep good records: Store your
policies and insurance contact in-
formation in a safe place should
your property be damaged and

TOGETHER

to buy or sell.

BUILDING COMMUNITY

Fall Market is here!

Contact us today if you are looking

@@  THE ELLEN AND JANIS TEAM IS A TEAM OF REAL ESTATE AGENTS, AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A
LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. * PER MLS-PIN 2022

you want to make a claim.

* Create an inventory of per-
sonal belongings: Capture video
or write a list of items and store
it with any important photos in a
fireproof safe or safe deposit box.
Consider purchasing extra cov-
erage for computers, jewelry, art
and other expensive items that
could be damaged or destroyed
in a storm.

Continued on page 14

COMPASS
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New research uncovers the biggest challenges for first-time movers

(StatePoint) From broken be-
longings to going over budget,
moving comes with its fair share
of challenges and stresses.

Recent research completed by
Duck brand uncovers insights
about first time movers -- who
they are, what their biggest chal-
lenges are and what could poten-
tially make the process easier.

Making the Move: The sur-
vey finds that people deciding
to leave the nest for the first
time are typically young adults,
between the ages of 18 to 25,
who plan to move to a nearby
apartment (56%) or house (37%).

Biggest Road Blocks: Fifty-one
percent of survey respondents
agreed that the biggest chal-
lenge of their first move was not
knowing where to begin. Other
challenges included not knowing
how to properly pack (32%) and
not knowing what to buy (27%).

With an understanding of
first-time movers top challenges,
the experts at Duck brand are
sharing their top tips to complete
any move with ease.

1. Have Help: Only 5% of first-
time movers opted to use a pro-
fessional moving service, with
most citing budget constraints

FENWAY ALLIANCE PRESENTS
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All Yours, All Free:
A Day of Performances, Art,
and Cultural Experiences
in the Fenway Cultural District

Monday,
October 9, 2023
10am - 4pm

fenwayculture.org « #fenwayculture
#openingourdoors

as the reason they didn’t do so.
If you're not sure where to begin
but you know you'll be one of the
95% of first-time movers making
a DIY move, start by enlisting
help from family and friends.
Forty-three percent of first-time
movers rely on help from family
and friends and 32% depend on
their significant other. Only 32%
say they moved on their own
without help.

2. Pack Properly: Aside from
making the down payment on
their new place, 36% of first-time
movers say their largest expense
was “buying new furniture/home
items,” but that can easily be
avoided by properly packing ex-
isting essentials.

The research finds that 42%
of first-time movers damaged
their glassware, such as plates
and bowls, and 33% broke décor,
like mirrors and picture frames,
during the transition. These
fragile items should be wrapped
securely in products like Bub-
ble Wrap Cushioning from Duck
brand to ensure they arrive at

STATE POINT PHOTO

Always have help when moving. Especially for first time

movers.

the new location in one piece. In
fact, 54% of survey participants
say they would not move again
without protective packaging.

3. Buy the Basics: Not sure
what to buy for the first move?
More than half (55%) of survey
respondents say the single most
essential moving supply is boxes.
Although 62% of people used
old cardboard boxes for their
first move, 73% say they would

purchase new boxes for future
moves.

To learn more about the Duck
brand products that make mov-
ing easier, visit https:/www.
duckbrand.com/products/mov-
ing-storage.

While moving for the first
time can seem intimidating, hav-
ing the right tools and strategies
can ensure the process is less
stressful.

Hurricane
Continued from page 13

¢ Consider purchasing flood in-

surance: This is a separate policy

and can cover water damage due
to flooding resulting from tropical
storms and hurricanes.

After a storm:

* Make temporary repairs:

Faye Simon Real Estate
Rentals & Sales

My Focus is on You!

Real Estate Broker
Tel: 617-524-0243

WILLIAM RAVEIS

GB

GABRIELLE BARON

C: 617.447.5350

0O: 617.266.5200
Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert A

Consider hiring a vendor to board
up windows, tarp the roof, clean
up hazardous spills and debris
or take other steps to reduce the
possibility of additional property
damage.

* Separate and inventory dam-
aged personal property: Create a
list of any damaged contents and
include a description of each item
with details such as the name
of the brand and manufacturer;
age, place and date of purchase,
and other pertinent facts. Be sure
to include photographs, video, or
personal property inventories you
may already have available.

* Maintain accurate records:
Keep detailed notes of your ex-
penses and save bills and receipts
from your temporary repairs.

For more information on how to
get your home and your finances
ready for severe weather, visit
Travelers.com.

While no one likes to think
about worst-case scenarios, be-
ing prepared before a storm, and
having a plan for its aftermath,
can help your family get back on
its feet faster.
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Fiesta en la Plaza openmg full ot rhythm and Latinx talent

Fiesta en la Plaza, the se-
ries of events to celebrate Lat-
inx Heritage Month in Boston,
kicked off last Sunday with a
varied musical program that had
the audience dancing to Boston’s
City Hall Plaza for hours.

The Welcome Fiesta began
with a colorful and lively troupe
by the Puerto Rican theater
group Agua, Sol y Sereno, to the
rhythm of the bomba and plena
by Jorge Arce and Raiz de Plena.
During the opening, organizers
paid tribute to the announcer
and leader of the Latino commu-
nity in Boston, José Mass6.

Massd, the host of the radio
program Con Salsa (WBUR),
was surprised with a “cabezu-
do,” a paper sculpture created by
the plastic artist Pedro Adorno
Irizarry, with which Agua, Sol
y Sereno distinguishes the work
of influential figures in Puerto
Rican culture.

“We want to honor with a
‘cabezudo’ a beloved figure who
has been on the airwaves of Bos-
ton’s Latino community for 48
years. A community leader, a
teacher of thousands of young
people, a public servant of ex-
cellence, activist, and godfather
of the Puerto Rican community
in Boston, a complete human be-
ing, loving husband and father,”
said Elsa Mosquera, organizer
of Fiesta en la Plaza along with
the City of Boston Office of Arts
and Culture.

During a seven-hour day, the
audience enjoyed the Latin Jazz
of Grammy- and Emmy-winner
Claudio Ragazzi and his quartet.
The afternoon continued with
free salsa classes from the re-
nowned MetaMovements Latin
Dance Company. The dance class
was followed by the infectious
rhythm of Manolo Mairena and
his Pura Vida orchestra. The
virtuoso percussionist Eguie
Castrillo and his big band,
whose musical force resonated
throughout the City Hall Plaza,
led the closing show of the Wel-
come Fiesta.

“It has been a dream come
true to achieve this incredible
programming to unite the en-
tire community and celebrate
the cultural wealth that exists in
Boston,” said Billy Dean Thom-
as, City Hall Plaza Engagement
Manager.

The Claudio Ragazzi Quartet.

The Fiesta continues this
weekend

Free events for the Boston
community will continue this
weekend. On Friday, at 7:00
p.m., the Puerto Rican Cuatris-
ta Fabiola Méndez and the poet
and writer Yara Liceaga will
perform at the Civic Pavilion. To-
gether, they will share sublime
expressions of Afro-Antillean
culture. On Saturday, Septem-
ber 23, music returns to City
Hall Plaza with a night of Salsa,
performed by Clave & Blues and
the dance group El Bonche in
Boston.

Events in celebration of Lat-
inx Heritage Month will contin-
ue through October 14.

You can reserve your space
and follow the entire Fiesta en
la Plaza programming at: https:/
www.culturalagora.com/fies-
ta-en-la-plaza.

Llena de color, ritmo y
talento latino la apertura de
Fiesta en la Plaza

El Welcome Fiesta honré al
locutor y lider latino José Mass6

Fiesta en la Plaza, la serie de
eventos para celebrar el Mes de
la Herencia Latina en Boston, ar-
rancé el pasado domingo con una
variada programacién musical

que hizo bailar durante horas a
la audiencia que acudié hasta el
City Hall Plaza de Boston.

El Welcome Fiesta inicié con
una colorida y animada com-
parsa a cargo del grupo teatral
puertorriquetio Agua, Sol y Sere-
no, al ritmo de la bomba y plena
de Jorge Arce y Raiz de Plena.
Durante la apertura, los organi-
zadores rindieron homenaje al
locutor y lider de la comunidad
latina en Boston, José Massé.

Massé, presentador del pro-
grama radial Con Salsa (WBUR),
fue sorprendido con un “cabe-
zudo”, una escultura en pa-
pel creacién del artista Pedro
Adorno Irizarry, quien con la
compaiiia teatral de Agua, Sol
y Sereno distingue la labor de
figuras influyentes en la cultura
puertorriqueiia.

“Queremos honrar con un

Brendan Behan Pub
378A Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

PHOTO BY IVIS NEGRON

cabezudo a una figura queridi-
sima que ha estado en las ondas
radiales de la comunidad latina
de Boston durante 48 afios. Un
lider comunitario, un maestro
de miles de jovenes, un servidor
publico de excelencia, activista y
padrino de la comunidad boricua
en Boston, un ser humano cabal,
esposo y padre amoroso”, expreso
Elsa Mosquera, organizadora de
Fiesta en la Plaza junto a la
Oficina de Arte y Cultura de la
Ciudad de Boston.

Durante una jornada de siete
horas, el publico disfruté del jazz

L *

w

latino del ganador de Grammy
y Emmy Claudio Ragazzi y su
cuarteto. Ademds, no paré de
bailar desde que llegé el gru-
po de baile de MetaMovements.
Le siguio el ritmo contagioso de
Manolo Mairena y su orquesta
Pura Vida. El cierre del Welcome
Fiesta estuvo a cargo del virtuoso
percusionista Eguie Castrillo y
su big band, cuya fuerza musical
retumboé por todo el City Hall
Plaza.

“Ha sido un suefio hecho real-
idad poder lograr esta maravil-
losa programacion para unir a
toda la comunidad y celebrar la
riqueza cultural que convive en
Boston”, dijo, por su parte, Billy
Dean Thomas, City Hall Plaza
Engagement Manager.

La Fiesta contintda este fin de
semana

Los eventos gratuitos para
la comunidad de Boston contin-
uaran este fin de semana. El
viernes, a las 7:00 pm, en el
Civic Pavilion se presentara la
cuatrista puertorriquefia Fabiola
Méndez junto a la poeta y escrito-
ra Yara Liceaga. Juntas compar-
tiran expresiones sublimes de la
cultura afro-antillana. El saba-
do, 23 de septiembre, la musica
regresa al City Hall Plaza, con
una noche de Salsa a cargo de
Clave & Blues y el grupo de baile
El Bonche in Boston.

Los eventos en celebracion del
Latinx Heritage Month continu-
aran hasta el 14 de octubre.

Puede reservar su espacio y
seguir toda la programacién de
Fiesta en la Plaza en: https://
www.culturalagora.com/fies-
ta-en-la-plaza.

FOrR YOuR
HEALT H

IND & BODY

FITNESS TRAINING

FEEL YOUR BEST WITH 25-MINUTE SESSIONS OF
PRIVATE TRAINING LIVE ONLINE OR IN PERSON

FITNESS@GYMAICA.COM 2 PORTER ST, JP 617-620-8155
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Continued from page 8

initiatives in the field of craft
education. The ongoing success
of our School Partnerships, Teen
Bridge, and Artist in Residence

programs, in particular, are a
testament to her vision.

Abigail Norman says, “The
Eliot School and Boston are for-
ever changed by Alison’s work
here over the years, the relation-
ships she has nurtured, and the
students and artists she has en-
couraged and supported. She has

been core to shaping the School’s
strategy, scope, and vision. I have
loved working together with her
side by side. Now I am thrilled to
see her gain well-deserved recog-
nition for her art and be able to
move forward as an artist on a
national stage.”

In her artist’s statement for

the Abigail Ogilvy Gallery show,
Alison says, “I strive to create
situations and objects where peo-
ple are compelled to interact, to
express, and therefore challenge
themselves to heal, to stand tall-
er, to build community, and to
work toward a more just future.”

We are proud that Alison’s

artistic vision and skill are be-
ing recognized and shared with
a wider audience. We encourage
you to visit her show and attend
one of the special events to thank
her in person:

e Artist Talk: Oct. 5, 6 pm
at Abigail Ogilvy Gallery, 450
Harrison Avenue #29, Boston.

JP Licks
659 Center St.

Jamaicaway Books
676 Center St.

JP Realty
7 Harris St.

Apartment Building
45 Burnett St.

Cooperative Bank
Washington St.

JP Seafood
730 Center St.

Unlimited Realty
673 Centre St.

Happy Market
128 South St.

Blanchards
741 Center St.

Dunkin Donuts
755 Center St.

BOFA
677 Center St.

Eastern Bank
Center St.

CVS
704 Center St.

Ace Hardware
656 Center St.

True Value
698 Center St.

City Feed
672 Center St.

East Boston Bank
Center St.

CVS
Center St.

MSPCA
350 S. Huntington St.

Stop & Shop
Center St.

Building
11 Perkins St.

Bank of America
Center St.

Dunkin Donut
Center St.

Latino Restaurant
304 Center St.

Freddy Market
302 Center St.

Kappys Pizza
304 Center St.

Square Market
331 Center St.

Rizzos Piza
347 Center St.

Martial Academy
363 Center St.

Tropical Market
371 Center St.

CVS
Center St.

Laundromat
270center St.

Camillo Liquor
280 Center St.

Check Cash
282 Center St

Jamaica Laundry
410 Center St.

Zestos Pizza
460 Center St.

Evergreen Café
154 Green St.

Clean Getaway
540 Center St.

The Forbes Building
545 Center St.

Gentle Dental
612 Center St.

Health Center
640 Center St.
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564 Center St.

Smoke Shop
566 Center St.

The Purple Cactus
674 Center St.

633 Centert St.

Polkadog Bakery
44 South St.

Fiore Bakery
55 South St.

Italian Pizza
172 South St.

Metro Mark Apt.
3615 Washington St.

Metro Mark Apt.
3611 Washington St.

Rosmore Landry
Washington St.

Bradddock Café

3484  Washington
St.

BMC Market

3390 Washington St.

Ruggiores Market
3345 Washington St.

Brookside Community
3297 Washington St.

JP Apts.
3200washington St.

Papis Market
3145 Washington St.

YMCA
3134 Washington St.

10 Store
3122 Washington St.

Chancy Liquor
Washington St.

Praviana
3093 Washington St.

Egleston Pizza
308 Washington St.

Santander Bank
Columbus
& Washington

Landromax
Washington & Columbus

Walgreen
Columbus

Academy Market
1580 Columbus

Goddard House
201 Huntington St.

Mt. Pleasant House
301 Huntington St.

House
135 Huntington St.




JP MUSIC FEST

The Saturday, September 9
weather forcast called for rain
and thunderstorms but that didn’t
stop the JP Music Fest from tak-
ing advantage of lulls in the storm

to safely enjoy the diverse array of
music from one of Boston’s most
artistic neigborhoods. Pineback
Field hosted the Festival with
over 20 bands performing.

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

Lemonshiners band members Correll on mandolin and Mike

Bennett on guitar.

Drummer Pasha Cohen, vocalist and multi-instrumentalist
Mamadou Diop, bassist Erik Bistany, and vocals, keyboardist
and percussionist Adam Zampino with enterouge Alissa Eck

and Heidi Schauster.

Jamarca Praiv Gazerre » SEPTEMBER 22,2023 « |7

The rainy weather couldn’t keep music fans away from Pineback Field
performances held when the rain let up.
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Together we can make it possible.
Visit mth.com/firsthouse or call
1-800-936-0969 to get started today.

M&I Bank

@ Equal Housing Lender.
©2023 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. NMLS #381076
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JAMAICA PLAIN HOLDS ANNUAL MUSIC FEST

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN
B s
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Vocalist and guitarist Matt . .
York of Matt York And The Buttercupguitaristandvocalist

Hassle Free Roses rocks the Chandler Travis.
stage.

-

Valerie and Tricia enjoy the Cal Cahil (ce
concert with decibel safety he metin JP.
in mind.

i

nter) from Charlestown with some new friends

e 2 ki ..‘J ' N
One of the Festival organizers . = j
was local music legend Rick Young Isabel enjoys her ice cream with her parents Serena,

L}

Visiting from Mexico are Mauricio oen Kalb, Tamara Braverma,  Berlin. and Aron.
Valeria Wallentin, and Orly Bross.

Guaete Pt of e Weck
We're not kitten you! °y Sarah Carrol

WA

&
¥

PATTON’

Patton is an energetic
and affectionate lady who

loves meeting new human

friends and will greet them

Quality vet care is right in your neighborhood. with hugs and kisses! She

Angell Animal Medical Center’s  « 24/7 Emergency + General Medicine enjoys playdates with other

compassionate team provides & Critical Care  + Internal Medicine ,
state-of-the-art care for your best + Anesthesiology * Neurology dogs. She’s a housebroken,
friend. From wellness checkups to e Avian & Exotic ¢ Oncology lovi 1d
allergies, from cancer treatment to Medicine + Ophthalmology oving, 3 year old pup. Liz Zobel is not going to let
iali k . i . . . .
PEUrOSUIBEr, our specialists wor Behavior Pathology a little rain ruin her local
together to provide services tailored  « Cardiology  Physical . .
to your pet’s individual needs. « Dentistry Rehabilitation s . TN musical experience.
+ Dermatology * Surgery o “Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by

Sarah Carroll, REALTOR®
The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate

9 angell ' e

animal medical center 16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116 PLEAS ER ECYCLE
781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com
angell.org | 350 South Huntington Ave | Boston, MA | 617-522-7282 BUDDY DOG HUMANE SOCIETY, INC, THE RESIDENTIAL THIS PAPER

| | rbuddydoghs.org GROUP
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JAMAICA PLAIN HOLDS ANNUAL MUSIC FEST

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

-

_ EaA - FRIFPI: T3

Mark (Maak) Pelliter is a
music fan.

Billy Squire and Ray Liriano
are musicians from The
Alchemists who performed
earlier.

v j L =
Bassist Beth York from Matt York And The Hassle Free Roses.

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

L

Since 1901

Qualitg, Affordable Residential Care for Seniors 62+

« Private bedrooms with full bath

« 24-hour Pcrsona[ care assistance

« Medication administration

) Home—stgle meals &ailg

. Launclrg and housekecping services
« Leisure and wellness activities

. Lovclg common areas

« 100% accessible

O R0000N |

NO entrance fee
income or asset
restrictions!

Sl SoutHHunting’con Avenue, Jamaica Plain

(! b

A cappella foursome Crooked owth: James Gere, Haley
Fisher, Jennie O’Brien, and Jim Henderson

www.MoqntPleasantHome.org
617-522-7600

Murphy.
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MAN FACING CHARGES
IN JP WIRELESS
ARMED ROBBERY

A local man was charged in
federal court in Boston last week
in connection with the March 20,
2023 armed robbery of the JP
Wireless store in Jamaica Plain.

Royal Benjamin, 63, was
charged with one count of Hobbs
Act robbery. Benjamin currently
is in state custody on related
charges and will appear in feder-
al court in Boston at a later date.

According to charging docu-
ments, on the evening of March
20, a Black male approximate-
ly six feet in height, wearing
a black ski mask, grey hood-
ed sweatshirt, light blue jeans

HEALTH,

WELLNESS
& HEALING

and black-and-white sneakers
entered the JP Wireless Store
in Jamaica Plain brandishing
a black revolver. The suspect
allegedly removed the cash reg-
ister drawer with his bare hands,
but dropped the drawer on the
floor before fleeing the scene.
It is alleged that Benjamin was
identified as a positive match for
fingerprints retrieved from the
cash register drawer.

The charge of Hobbs Act rob-
bery provides for a sentence of
up to 20 years in prison, three
years of supervised release and
a fine of up to $250,000. Sen-
tences are imposed by a federal
district court judge based upon
the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines

NeEws BRIEFs

and statutes which govern the
determination of a sentence in a
criminal case.

PASSENGERS URGED
TO PLAN AHEAD AS
DETOURS EXPECTED
AT LOGAN

Due to ongoing roadway work
that will impact passengers using
Terminals B, C and E roadways,
the Massachusetts Port Authori-
ty (Massport) is urging departing
passengers to plan for extra time
if driving to the airport and/or
utilize the various transit modes
to get to and from Logan. Termi-
nals B and C are Boston Logan’s
busiest terminals — B serves

FORUM

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 -
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2023

rcc.mass.edu/hwh

THANK YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS

+40

BOSTON

Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute

amazon

American, United, Air Canada,
Spirit, Southwest, Boutique and
Alaska, while C serves JetBlue,
Aer Lingus, Cape Air and TAP
Air Portugal. Ongoing roadway
construction will revamp the cur-
rent terminal roadway system to
eliminate backups, enhance the
passenger pickup and drop off
process, and get passengers to
and from the terminals faster,
improving the overall customer
experience at Boston Logan.
During the 11-day period
through September 25 (weather
permitting), the roadway con-
struction will require detours.
Terminals C and E Departures
traffic will be detoured to al-
ternative roadways. Terminal C

Departures level traffic will be
re-routed to the Arrivals level
roadway to the Terminal C Ride
App area in Central Parking.
Terminal E Departures level
traffic will be detoured through
Terminal B Departures. For one
day on September 16, Terminal
C and E Arrivals traffic will be
detoured through Terminal B
Arrivals. Additional signage is
being installed and State Police
and Massport Ground Transpor-
tation staff will be on site to
assist drivers.

For more information on the
various ways to get to and from
Boston Logan, please go to

www.massport.com/logan-air-
port/to-from-logan/.

RESPECTING OUR HERITAGE. CULTIVATING LEADERS.

CREATING CHANGE.

QOXBURY 5

MOore
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Flynn and Worrell hold hearing on ordinance to study the trafhcking of illegal firearms

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Boston City Council President
Ed Flynn and Councilor Brian
Worrell held a hearing on Mon-
day, September 18, at 10 a.m. to
discuss the ordinance that they
sponsored to have a study and
annual report with data on the
flow of firearms and informa-

tion on illegal firearms recovered
in the City. The hearing was
chaired by Councilor Ricardo Ar-
royo in the Committee on Gov-
ernment Operations, and was
attended by officials from the
Boston Police Department and
numerous City Councilors. The
ordinance and hearing follows
the unanimous adoption of a City

Council Resolution declaring gun
violence as a public health emer-
gency in October 2022.

Gun trafficking and the illegal
flow of firearms is a major con-
tributor to gun violence, with the
Boston Police recovering close
to 900 firearms in 2022. Since
2015, there have been over 1,700
shootings recorded in the City

of Boston, with more than 170
shootings in 2022. According to
the National Integrated Ballistic
Information Network, only 10
percent of the firearms recov-
ered at crime scenes that were
traced were purchased in Mas-
sachusetts, while the rest were
brought into Massachusetts from
18 other states. Having a com-

prehensive study and review of
the flow of firearms into the
City of Boston would help law
enforcement and policymakers
better understand the impact of
illegal gun trafficking, and help
us develop strategies on gun vi-
olence prevention.

Continued on page 23

== PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY ==

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

Your local & Independent Realtor
25 + years of Experience
Put my knowledge to work for you!

“Call Colleen”
617-529-5012

jamaicaplain@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

../[ rs
&ﬂ - | |

Karen McCormack
& Paula Callaghan

INSIGHT
REALTY GROUP
#617-306-7804 « #857-205-6945

Colleen Scanlan

INSIGHT

REALTY GROUP

REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES REAL ESTATE

68 South Street JP

loveliveboston@gmail.com FAYE SIMON o
Realtors with Experience & | Building
L W h Y L p REAL ESTATE é community
Ovce erc ou L1Vc Rentals & Sales i \ S together.
©
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Tel: 617-524-0243 —
Cell: 617-438-1472  Faye R.Simon

FayeSimonRealEstate.ComReal Fetate Broker

frmcsimon@hotmail.com

REAL ESTATE

Working for YOUR best results.
Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his
experience work for you.

EJ ELLEN+JANIS

REAL ESTATE TEAM

617971.8940
_' ellenandjanisteam@compass.com
% ellenandjanisteam.com

Your Personal Real Estate Professional

REAL ESTATE

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain
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ACUPUNCTURE

Joe Fallon
617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth

Give someone the gift of Vibrant
Health, Harmony & Peace of Mind
Gift Certificates Availoble

B Acupuncture helps with

Pain, Stress, Anxiety, Digestion

Issues, Migraine, Insomnia,
or just overall wellness!

HATHAWAY Real Estate
HomeServices

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner

cell:617.407:3638
fax: 617-524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

PLEASE WRITE...

The Gazette welcomes letters
to the editor. Word limit: 500.
Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one
week before publication. Letters
may be emailed to
letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.
com. Please include address and
telephone number for verification
purposes. Anonymous letters
will not be published. More
information: 617-524-7662

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist
929.326.1957

hello@res-acu.com

jamaicabhillrealty.com resonance-acupuncture.com

Advertise your professional services here
and watch your client base grow!
Call the Gazette at 617.524.7662

or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com
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EDITORIAL

Get your COVID-19
booster shots

REVISED
ScHoolL ZoNE
SIGNS:

While we would all love to leave COVID-19 in the rearview mirror,
the stark reality is that the virus is still circulating among us, with
the elderly and persons with compromised immune systems the
most vulnerable to becoming seriously ill and dying from the virus.

Even otherwise healthy individuals, especially if they are over-
weight, run the risk of becoming seriously ill from the disease in the
short-term and potentially suffering the lingering and debilitating
effects of long-COVID, which has been well-documented, though it
remains poorly understood.

Fortunately however, the CDC has approved the updated COVID

CAUTION! CHILDREN
CROSSING STREET
LOOKING DOWN AT

booster vaccine that has been proven to be an effective and safe
preventative measure against both catching the disease in the first
place and, if infected, mitigating its most harmful effects.

The reasons we need an updated booster are three-fold: First, the
effectiveness of the vaccine diminishes over time. Thus, the shots
we received last year are significantly less protective today than
they were 12 months ago. Second, the virus has mutated in the past
year and the updated vaccines will provide protection against this
ever-changing virus. Third, as we enter the fall and winter months,
families will be gathering, with many having traveled in airplanes
and returning from school, which are breeding grounds for the virus,
and therefore looming as potential threats for parents and grand-
parents. We would note that from January to July of this year, 88
percent of deaths from COVID-19 were among people who were 65
years or older.

We urge all of our readers, regardless of age, to get the latest
COVID-19 booster as soon as possible, both for our own health and
that of our friends, co-workers, and family members.

Mitt could have been
a great President

The announcement this week by Utah Senator Mitt Romney that
he will not seek re-election in 2024 leaves a void not only in the
Republican party, but on our national political scene.

When Mitt Romney was our governor, he showed that a person of
integrity and dedication to office can get things done for the benefit
of all citizens. His willingness to work with the Democrats to pass
the landmark health care bill that guarantees health insurance
for all Massachusetts residents served as a model for the historic
Obamacare legislation a few years later at the national level.

In addition, Romney did not play politics (in contrast to governors
both before and after)

with his government and judicial appointments. Mitt Romney was
a straight shooter who held to the simple belief that excellence in
government is attainable.

Unfortunately, Romney sold his proverbial soul to the devil when
he entered national politics, changing his previously-held views on
a woman’s right to choose and even disavowing his own creation,
dubbed Romneycare, despite its success in Massachusetts, in order
to cater to the archconservatives of the modern Republican party.

However, after his unsuccessful run for president in 2012 in which
he was defeated by Barack Obama, Mitt Romney became the de
facto leader of the opposition to the ultra-Republicans whose modus
operandi can only be described as anarchy.

“A very large portion of my party,” said Romney, “really doesn’t
believe in the Constitution.”

Even though we disagree with Mitt Romney on just about every
issue, we nonetheless believe that he is one of the few politicians
who would have made a great President. His departure from the U.S.
Senate will leave a void that few, if any, will dare to fill.

THEIR PHONES
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My thoughts on

Boston Public School meals

By MAyor MicHELLE Wu

I'll never forget that moment
of wondrous epiphany years ago,
when, still new to Boston, I tried
my first apple picked from the
tree at alocal orchard. The puck-
er of tangy sweetness and juicy
crispness flooded my senses with
delight, then shock. How could
I have lived for so many years
thinking those other apples were
as good as it gets?

The apples of my childhood
were textbook Red Delicious
picked from big piles at the gro-
cery store and coated in that
waxy film that didn’t quite wash
off—slightly squishy, slightly
sweet, consistently deep red
and bland.

When I was pregnant for the
first time, poor dad-to-be drove
through torrential rains to the
orchard to satisfy my craving for
farm-fresh apples. In the years
after, it’s become a treasured
family tradition to visit the or-
chard and load up for the fall.

This year, apple-picking sea-
son and back-to-school are di-
rectly connected: for the first
time, all apples served in Boston
Public Schools lunches will be
fresh and locally grown.

For many of our students,
school meals are providing up
to half of their daily calories.
Guaranteeing universal free
school meals ensures a reliable
source of nutrition, destigmatiz-

es free lunch, and saves families
cost and stress. We've also made
strides in ensuring culturally
appropriate foods, including ko-
sher and halal options, and a
range of options that reflects
the rich cultural diversity of our
school communities.

But focusing on food justice

means taking it beyond afford-
able and accessible. Good food
should be nutritious, delicious,
local, and sustainable too. As a
City Councilor, I worked with a
big coalition to draft and pass
Boston’s Good Food Purchasing

Continued on page 23

The opinions expressed on these pages are not necessarily those of this newspaper.

Patricia DeOliveira
Advertising Manager

Jamaica Plain

GAZETTE

Published 26 times a year in Jamaica Plain by Independent Newspaper Group

Sandra Storey
Founder/Publisher Emerita 1990-2011

OINDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER GROUP

Stephen Quigley, President  stephen.quigley@reveregjournal.com
Debra DiGregorio, Director of Marketing  ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

The Jamaica Plain Gazette is delivered free to households and businesses in the neighborhood 26 times
ayear on Friday and Saturday. It is for sale in stores for 25¢. Subscriptions: $75 for First Class Mail.

Independent Newspaper Group will not assume financial responsibility for typographical etrors in

advertisements. Questions or complaints regarding advertising must be sent in writing to the billing de-

partment within seven days of publication in order for adjustments to be made to the account. We reserve

the right to use our discretion in accepting or rejecting advertising copy.
Telephone: (617) 524-2626
7 Harris Avenue, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
JamaicaPlainGazette.com




Jamaica PrLaiN GAZETTE

SEPTEMBER 22,2023 -

23

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU23C0465CA
In the matter of:
Lashaunna Zvanda
Santos
A Petition to Change Name
of Adult has been filed
by Lashaunna Zvanda
Santos of Roslindale, MA
requesting that the court
enter o Decree changing
their name to:
Lashaunna Zvanda San-

tos-Perkins

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear

for purposes of objecting

to the petition by filing

an appearance af:Suffolk

Probate and Family Court

before 10:00 a.m. on the

return day of 10/05/2023.

This is NOT a hearing date,

but a deadline by which

you must file a written

appearance if you object to

this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.

Dunn, First Justice of this

Court.

Date: September 08, 2023

Vincent Procopio,

Register of Probate
9/22/23

JP

LEGAL NOTICE
(OMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS

THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate

And Family Court

24 New Chardon

Street

Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON

PETITION FOR

FORMAL

ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU23P1918EA

Estate of:

Jean S. Bamforth

Also known as:

Jean Bamforth,

Jean Stacey Bamforth
Date of Death:
07/27/2023

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by James L. Oslin of

Milton, MA and Patricia

M. Annino of Boston, MA
requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other
relief as requested in the
Peition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Patricia M. Annino of
Boston and James L. Oslin
of Milton, MA be appointed
as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to
serve Without Surety on
the bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from
the Petitioner or af the
Court. You have a right to
object fo this proceeding.
To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
10/19/2023.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you
object fo this proceeding.

If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and
objection followed by an
affidavit of objections within
thirty days (30) days of the
return day, action may be
taken without further notice
fo you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMIN-
ISTRATION UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC
in an unsupervised ad
ministration is not required
to file an inventory or
annual accounts with the
Court. Persons inferested

in the estate are entitled

to notice regarding the
administration directly from
the Personal Representative

and may petition the Court
in any matter relating to
the estate, including the
distribution of assets and
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.
Dunn, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 07, 2023
Vincent Procopio,

Register of Probate

9/22/23
I

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON

PETITION FOR

SALE OF REAL

ESTATE BY A

PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE

Docket No.

SU23P0093EA

Estate of:

Anne C. Burns

Date of Death:
12/05/2022

To all interested

persons:

A Petition for Sale of Real
Estate has been filed by:
Jonathan M. Spirn, Esq. of
Waltham, MA requesting
that the Court authorize the
Personal Representative
to sell the decedent’s real
estate at a private sale.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from
the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to
object to this proceeding.

To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection af
this Court hefore 10:00 a.m.
on 10/04/2023.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which
you must file a written
appearance and objection

if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file
a fimely written appearance
and objection followed by
an Affidavit of Objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return date, action may
be taken without further
notice fo you.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.
Dunn, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: August 30, 2023
Vincent Procopio,

Register of Probate

9/22/23
I

Trafhcking

Continued from page 21

At the hearing, Councilors
spoke of the importance of curb-
ing gun violence, the trauma
brought on by gun violence in
the community, as well as the
concerning uses of 3D-printed
“ghost guns” and modifiers such
as switches. The Boston Police
Department’s Regional Intelli-
gence Center is responsible for
collecting and tracking data on
firearm recoveries, while overall
number of shootings and shoot-
ing victims are trending down-
ward, possession of firearms still
remains a big concern. So far
the Boston Police recovered 602
guns in 2023, 415 were crime
guns, including 59 “ghost guns”.
Most of the data requested in the

ordinance are already collected,
and the Boston Police expressed
willingness to collaborate on this
ordinance.

“Data on the flow of firearms
will help our law enforcement
and policymakers better under-
stand the impact of illegal gun
trafficking, and allow us to de-
velop more effective strategies
to reduce gun violence,” said
Council President Flynn. “I want
to thank the Boston Police De-
partment for the work that they
do in keeping our communities
safe, and Councilor Worrell and
my colleagues for their partner-
ship on this issue. I look forward
to continuing collaborating with
our Boston Police, and passing
this ordinance so that we can
work together to stop the illegal
flow of firearms into our neigh-
borhoods.”

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of

$150.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588

Op-Ed

Continued from page 22

Ordinance, which requires any
City spending on food to priori-
tize nutrition, local production,
fair labor, animal welfare, en-
vironmental sustainability, and
equitable purchasing. Now ful-
ly implemented and integrated
with Boston Public Schools food
purchasing contracts, Good Food
Purchasing is delivering real im-
pact this school year.

This year’s BPS menus will
include more than 20 local prod-
ucts grown in New England, rep-
resenting more than 10% of our
food budget as we move quickly to
reach our goal of 30% local spend.

For these meals, all 353,875
pounds of apples served in BPS
schools will be New England
grown, from eight different farms
or farm collectives. More than
half of the 1,320,000 whole apples
in school meals will come from
Pine Hill Orchards in Colrain,
Massachusetts, with the rest
grown from JP Sullivan growers
collective, Mountain Orchard,
and Blue Hills Orchard. And
another 1,875 pounds of sliced
apples will come from Plain View
Farm, Farm Fresh, Three River
Farmers Alliance, and Lyman
Orchards.

Buying local means flexing our
spending power to reshape food
supply chains and strengthen

farmers following healthy grow-
ing practices right in our region.
Cutting down the shipping dis-
tance by buying local also attacks
emissions from one of the most
harmful industries for climate
change.

Right now, 86 of our 125 BPS
schools are cooking healthy and
fresh meals from scratch, com-
pared to just 30 schools cook-
ing last year. By November,
that number will be up to 108
schools as we ramp up staffing.
The other schools that don’t yet
have kitchens are served by our
wonderful local food partner, a
Black-owned, employee coopera-
tive business based right in Rox-
bury, City Fresh Foods, who also

CLASSIFIEDS

provide the after-school snacks
and other food options at some
of the scratch-cooking schools
as well.

By keeping all our dollars as
local as possible, we're prioritiz-
ing nutrition, supporting our lo-
cal economy, and building wealth
directly in our communities.

Our office of food justice has an
ambitious agenda to expand ac-
cess, opportunity, and connection
through food. We'll keep growing
these efforts throughout Boston,
from neighborhood farmers mar-
kets and restaurants, to BPS
schools and the local farms in our
good food purchasing ecosystem.

Michelle Wu is the Mayor of
Boston.

HOME CLEANING
SERVICES SERVICE

David at kNURD on Kall:com can
help with PC computers, networks,
audio/video/multimedia, phone
solutions. $Reasonable$. House
calls. 617-676-5676.

Home Cleaning: Have your home
sparkling! I'm consistent, reliable,
flexible. References. Vivi@ 857-
318-22076

CLASSIFIED INFO:

Mail your ad to Gazette Publications, Inc.,
PO. Box 3011122, JP, MA 02130.
Or email it to classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.
For more info. call 617-524-6262
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Unlimited

73 Sheridan Street #C-2 - JP
Offered at $1,159,000

3 Bed, 2 Bath, 1330 Sq.Ft.
Susan Zutrau, 617.240.0912
Jay Balaban, 617.293.8932

Offered at $774,900

2 Bed, 2 Bath, 1506 Sq.Ft.
Margie Kern, 617.939.7800
lgor Burlak, 347.683.8798

Coming Soon

S()theby’s HOME IS THE HEART
nrernationalreay  OF OUR BUSINESS

= A &
90 Whitcomb Avenue - JP
Offered at $1,089,000

4 Bed, 1.5 Bath, 1630 Sq.Ft.
The Boston Home Team,
©617.249.4237

Offered at $825,000
1Bed, 1.5 Bath, 1319 Sq.Ft.
Anne Sasser, 617.799.3644

246 S Huntington Avenue #5 - JP
Offered at $419,000

1Bed, 1 Bath, 580 Sq.Ft.

Trisha Solio, 617.293.8070

145-147 Chestnut Avenue #2 - JP
Offered at $425,000

1Bed, 1 Bath, 508 Sq.Ft.

The Boston Home Team,
617.249.4237

Coming Soon
z flade j

i

wp——

9 Harrison St #1 - Roslindale
Coming to Market in October
2 Bed, 2 Bath, 1074 Sq.Ft.
Good Boston Living team,
617.971.7080

24 Rowell St #3 - Dorchester
Coming to Market Sept. 26th
2 Bed, 1 Bath, 900 Sq.Ft.
Good Boston Living team,
617.971.7080

UNLIMITED SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY | 673 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain | 617.522.2200 | jprealestate.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. @




