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Chrystalis Soto helps clean the grounds of Curtis Hall during the annual Love Your Block
neighborhood cleanup. See Pages 4 and 5 for more photos.

ZBA approves new 72 Hyde Park Ave. plans also saving tree

said, “The applicant [Vladimir
Sirotin], in preparing for con-

avenue-oak-tree-looks-set-to-
be-saved/.

By MicHAEL COUGHLIN JR.

Quality-of-life issues are
topics at JPA meeting

By GAZETTE STAFF

The Jamaica Pond Association
(JPA) held its regular monthly
meeting this past Monday via
Zoom. Chair Kay Mathew and
fellow members Jasmine Crafts,
Martin Thomson, Tony Dreyfus,
Peter Steiger, Peter Elmuts,
Michael Reiskind, Nancy Ma-
zonson, Franklyn Salimbene,
and Barry Schwartz, were in
attendance, as were a number
of residents of the Jamaica Plain
community.

Also on hand for the session
were Jordan Frias and Melissa

Beltran from District 6 Council-
lor Ben Weber's office and Caro-
line Peters, the liaison to JP from
Mayor Wu's office.

The members addressed a
number of matters that broad-
ly centered around the common
theme of quality-of-life issues
that residents face every day in
the community.

An officer from District 13
presented the Community Safe-
ty Report. He reported that the
recent rash of breaking-and-en-
tering incidents into vehicles has

Continued on page 6

Boomerangs thrift shop to close in June

By GAZETTE STAFF

Boomerangs, a small chain of
nonprofit thrift stores that has
raised money to fight AIDS and
for HIV services since the mid-
90s, will close all three locations
in June, including its store at
716 Centre St. in Jamaica Plan.

Its operator, Fenway Health,
cited declining revenue as the
reason for the imminent closure
of the Boomerangs stores.

“For nearly 20 years, Boomer-
angs was an amazing success
story, but for the last six years,

Continued on page 2

In what looks to be a happy
ending for the community, the
Zoning Board of Appeal (ZBA)
approved new plans for a project
at 72 Hyde Park Avenue that
save a nearly century-old oak
tree from being taken down at
the property.

Attorney Mike Ross of Prince
Lobel, legal counsel for the proj-
ect, which would bring six units
to the property, outlined some
background on the proposal.

Ross indicated that the proj-
ect was previously approved by
the ZBA in 2022. However, Ross

Roslindale Neighbors Special Pages 8-12

struction — the applicant ran
into an issue with a large tree in
the back of the building... where
it appeared impossible to save
the tree.”

He continued, stating that
Sirotin agreed to revise the
project with entities such as the
Boston Planning & Development
Agency (BPDA), the Mayor’s of-
fice, and others.

The Gazette covered this
situation in depth in the last
edition. For more information,
visit https:/jamaicaplaingazette.
com/2024/04/26/72-hyde-park-

“Essentially, what the appli-
cant wound up doing is taking : i _
the rear portion of the building [ . = \$¥ g
and taking that portion and put- — CELRY : ——
ting it on the top of the building,”
said Ross.

As the presentation pro-
gressed, Ross outlined slides that
showed differences in the project
from the new plans to those ap-
proved in 2022.

For example, he explained
that the new rear setback for

Continued on page 2

COURTESY PHOTO
A look inside the showroom of the soon-to-close location of
Boomerangs nonprofit thrift store on Centre Street.
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Police address dirt-bike issues at ESNA meeting ZBA

By AbAm SwiFT

Police are preparing for the
waves of ATV, dirt bike, and
other nuisance motorists that
typically hit the streets during
the summer.

During the regular police pre-
sentation during this month’s
Egleston Square Neighborhood
Association (ESNA), member
Dan Newman asked what res-
idents should do if they see
the dirt bikes or ATVs driving
through Franklin Park or other
parts of the neighborhood.

Officer Omar Cepeda from
District E-13 said that last sum-
mer, the department began put-
ting extra effort into the issue of
illegal vehicles and bikes on the
streets and established a special
task force. Cepeda urged anyone
who saw the vehicles to immedi-
ately contact the police.

Officer David Murray, the
traffic officer for E-13, said the
new squad has had some success,
with a sting last August that
resulted in $20,000 in citations
being issued and about 15 vehi-
cles being impounded.

“We are obviously not allowed
to chase, we can’t do that if they
are on a moped and take off from
us we are not going to chase them
through the city,” said Murray.
“It would cause a lot of issues
safety-wise.”

Murray said the department is
always keeping an eye on where
the vehicles originate from, and
that it is important for residents
to report that information if they
have it.

Capt. Rich Driscoll of E-13
agreed.

“One of the things that you
want to put out to people is
if they see where these bikes

or ATVS are emanating from,
whether a residence or some sort
of trailer, that information is
huge, because then we can be
proactive,” said Driscoll.

Driscoll said the department
is also taking some other preven-
tative measures to address the
issue, including using some mon-
ey in the budget to put gates in
certain areas of the city to limit
access for the nuisance vehicles.

Cepeda noted that during the
summer, certain smaller streets
in the neighborhood, including
South, Walk Hill, and Morton
streets, are shut down during
the overnight hours.

“It is part of the plan so that
they are not going through them
and they have to use the main
roads, which they don’t want to
because they are exposed to us,”
said Cepeda.

Boomerangs
Continued from page 1

it has seen significant financial
losses,” according to a statement
from Fenway Health. “Fenway
[Health} simply cannot continue
to absorb those losses year after

year, so we have made the dif-
ficult decision to close Boomer-
angs. This decision is part of a
series of changes being made to
ensure Fenway Health continues
to care for our community for
years to come. AIDS Action as
Fenway’s Public Health Division
remains a central part of Fenway
Health’s services.”

Boomerangs’ other two lo-
cations, also set to close next
month, are located in the South
End and Cambridge’s Central
Square, respectively.

All three locations have
stopped accepting donations in
anticipation of their imminent
closures.
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the project is 39.9 feet, whereas
the 2022 proposal had a sethack
of 28.3 feet.

Ross noted that all of the units
are three-bedroom, two-bath
units and that units five and six
have been converted to duplexes
as part of the new proposal.

After outlining the zoning re-
lief needed for the project, the
floor was opened for questions
from the board.

ZBA Member Hansy Better
Barraza asked about a ramp that
will be included in the proposal
and what unit it would serve.
Ross indicated that the ramp
would be used to create access to
unit two but could theoretically
create access to unit one as well.

Following questions from the
board, Conor Newman from the
Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood
Services provided testimony.

Newman indicated that the
mayor’s office would defer to
the judgment of the ZBA. “Pre-
viously, the applicant received
support from the Jamaica Plain
Neighborhood Council in August
0f 2022. In 2023, concerns about
the preservation of a mature tree
on the property emerged,” said
Newman.

“The applicant has worked
with the BPDA to alter designs
to save the tree for the past few
months. After a month of design
review, the applicant submitted
plans that preserve the tree and
maintain the unit count. The
BPDA is now comfortable with
the design as it maintains acces-
sibility and preserves the tree,”

he added.

Jordan Frias from City Coun-
cilor Ben Weber’s office also pro-
vided testimony. Frias indicated
that Weber’s office is under the
impression that someone has
been hired to oversee the preser-
vation of the tree and has gotten
assurances that the tree’s health
is a priority.

“Because of this consider-
ation, we’re in full support of
this proposal, and the councilor
wants to go on record in sup-
port,” said Frias.

In addition to the testimony
from city officials, a few resi-
dents expressed their thoughts.

Caterina Scaramelli, a resi-
dent who has been heavily in-
volved in the movement to pre-
serve the tree, said, “I'm really
happy with the new project. It’s
great that we get to keep the tree
and the housing.”

She also asked for the name of
the arborist who will be keeping
tabs on the tree. Ross provided
the name of the arborist in the
chat — Carl Taylor.

Another resident, Faith Gir-
dler, supported the new plans,
saying, “I am really happy that
we are going to preserve the tree
because we need it.” She also
spoke about the benefits of trees,
such as their cooling effects.

It should also be noted that no
attendees spoke in opposition to
the project.

Better Barraza then motioned
to approve the plans with a pro-
viso. The proviso, in part, was
“that the plans be reviewed by
BPDA to ensure that tree roots
are protected from all site ex-
cavation,” and the motion was
unanimously approved.
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Stone House proposing emergency transitional housing on Westminster Terrace

By AbAm SwiFT

Domestic violence nonprofit
Stone House presented its plans
for a new three-story residential
building on Westminster Ter-
race that will provide six units
of emergency and transitional
housing to the Egleston Square
Neighborhood Association
(ESNA) on Monday night.

The new building will be
around the corner from the new
Stone House residential and
agency building at the corner of
Westminster and Washington.

“The still new-to-us build-
ing has 32 units of permanent,
affordable housing, a licensed
childcare center, and we also
have our agency headquarters,”
said Stone House CEO and COO
Kathy Fagan said of the West-
minster Avenue building.

Fagan noted that Stone House
has been in the community and
the Jamaica Plain and Roxbury
neighborhoods for 50 years this
year.

Once again, Fagan said Stone
House will be partnering with
the Planning Office of Urban
Affairs on the six-unit emer-
gency shelter and transitional
residence.

The Planning Office of Ur-
ban Affairs oversees the resi-
dential units at 1 Westminster
while Stone House handles the
childcare center and the agen-
cy office. The childcare center
currently has 43 children from
infants through preschool who
have experienced domestic vio-
lence, Fagan said.

The new facility will be at 7-9
Westminster Terrace, a location
that will provide a number of

benefits for the community, the
organization, and victims of do-
mestic violence, Fagan said.

“The purpose of having it
right next to our agency would
be to allow individual clients
to receive the resources from 1
Westminster, to be able to have
case management there and to
be able to travel safely to receive
resources,” said Fagan.

Currently, Stone House rents
emergency shelter space in
Dorchester, and Fagan said it
can be difficult for clients to
travel from that location to the
agency headquarters.

The property at 7-9 Westmin-
ster Terrace was owned by the
city of Boston, and the BPDA
approved naming Stone House
the tenants of designee for the
property, Fagan said.

“That is when we made the de-

BPDA hosts 3458 Washington Street Public Meeting

MicHAEL COUGHLIN JR.

Last week, several residents
participated in a public meeting
hosted by the Boston Planning
& Development Agency (BPDA),
which outlined the plans for a
proposed development at 3458
Washington Street.

Boston Pinnacle Properties
LLC has proposed the project,
which involves a five-story build-
ing with 37 units.

“We've been building and man-
aging safe, comfortable apart-
ment housing in and around the
Boston area for the better half of
the last decade and a half,” said
Adam Burns, Principal of Boston
Pinnacle Properties LLC.

While Burns indicated they do
not have properties in Jamaica
Plain currently, he said, “We're
very excited to be entering this
market on Washington Street,
being part of the PLAN: JP/Rox
initiative for the area, and we're
very excited to bring these hous-
ing units to the neighborhood.”

Attorney George Morancy of
Adams & Morancy, P.C., serving
as legal counsel for the project,
indicated that compliance with
PLAN: JP/Rox was paramount.

He also mentioned that com-
pliance with current zoning was
another crucial part of the pro-
posal.

“We are mostly in compliance
even with existing zoning and, of
course, fully in compliance with
PLAN: JP/Rox,” said Morancy.

As it relates to PLAN: JP/
Rox, Morancy claimed that the
project site is in density bonus
area (DBA) 65 but would not
approach the 65-foot height and
stated he thought the building
was 58 feet.

Additionally, Morancy indi-
cated plans for eight IDP (in-
clusionary development policy)
units and seven parking spaces.

Regarding parking, Moran-
cy acknowledged it could be a
point of contention but said, “It
is compliant with the plan, and
it is sort of in the spirit of tran-
sit-oriented development in light
of the site’s proximity to public
transit options.”

In terms of the base zoning
violations, variances are being
sought from the Zoning Board of
Appeal (ZBA) for excessive floor
area ratio (FAR) and building
height, as well as for insufficient
off-street parking and off-street
loading.

After Morancy outlined as-
pects of the proposal, Philip
Sima of Balance Architects re-
viewed the project plans, render-
ings, and more.

First, Sima provided a de-
tailed rendering of the proposed
building and plans for the ma-
terials that will be used. Sima
indicated that a dark brick ma-
sonry base will be used on the
ground floor, which will have
commercial space.

On floors two through four,
which will have the residential

units, there are plans to have a
red brick facade, and the fifth
floor will have a material change
and be stepped back.

Other architectural aspects of
the project to note are a desig-
nated drop-off area for services
like DoorDash off of Washing-
ton Street, parking entry off of
Kenton Road, and space for an

Continued on page 7

cision to work with the Planning
Office of Urban Affairs to provide
this transitional housing and
emergency housing,” she said.
The goal of the new emergen-
cy housing, as well as all Stone
House programs, is to provide re-
sources that will allow residents
and clients to integrate into the
broader community, Fagan said.
“Having something right in
our backyard would allow us
control and make sure we have
eyes on the space at all times,”
said Fagan. “The goal is to have
support 24/7 and to have staff
members at the site at all times.”
The proposed building is
three-stories tall and would be a
similar height to other buildings
in the neighborhood, according
to the project architect Michelle
Weidler.
“We very much took inspi-

ration from the neighborhood
around and the community and
really trying to mimic other res-
idential buildings in the area,”
she said.

Construction on the building
is expected to get underway in
the spring of 2025 if all permits
are in place.

Fagan said the goal is to have
award money from state and
federal sources for the build, and
Stone House would be responsi-
ble for the operational costs.

“We currently receive funds
from the Department of Public
Health for our current rented
emergency shelter and those con-
tracts extend for the next several
years,” said Fagan. “So we would
be transferring the funds, we
would no longer have the rented
space, we would be using those
funds for our current space.”

BUYING OR SELLING
REAL ESTATE?
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Allandale

Project Description:

comments from the public.

restriction.

Mail to: Scott Greenhalgh

Boston, MA 02201
Phone: 617.918.4271

Email:

Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor

Scott.greenhalgh@boston.gov
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6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Project Proponent: Stefco Builders

Close of Public
Comment Period:
5/31/2024

Website:

bit.ly/90-allandale

Zoom Link: bit.ly/4A9WUAwO
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 582 0938

The BPDA is hosting a virtual Public Meeting for the proposed 90 Allandale project located in West
Roxbury. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the Small Project Review Application (SPRA) that was
filed and its potential impacts. The meeting will include a presentation followed by questions and

The proposed project contemplates the demolition of an existing single-family building and construction
of four (4) new two and a half story townhouses each containing two (2) single-family dwelling units, for a
total of eight (8) home ownership condominiums on the northerly portion of the lot. Each condo unit will
contain 3 bedrooms and a garage, which will allow parking for two (2) motor vehicles per unit. The
southerly portion of the lot will be protected from future development with the recording of a deed
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and help clean up their city.
This year the day was dedicated
to the memory of Karen Wepsic
who passed away in 2022.

Love Your Block is an initia-
tive from Boston City Hall to
equip neighborhood groups with
cleaning supplies and support
for getting residents together

b . ' 5
Neighborhood Liason Caroline Peters, City Of Boston Digital
And Project Manager Nathalia Ferreira, and JP Centre South
Main Streets Executive Director Michael Reiskind.

Cesar Depaz and Jose Montalvo.

Gazette Pet of the Week

by Sarah Carroll

Brad is an adorable pup
who loves the company
of his favorite people
(but not everyone is
his favorite!) He enjoys
being carried around and
cuddling on the couch.
He’s fine around other
dogs for walks but doesn’t
like to share a home. Brad
is about 2 years old and
weighs 17 Ibs.

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by

Sarah Carroll, REALTOR®

The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

BUDDY DOG HUMANE SOCIETY, INC.

wiuan | | THE RESIDENTIAL
RAVEIS

GROUP

www.buddydoghs.org
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Monika Bach and her son Grey Schroeder with Neighborhood Liason Caroline Peters.

Bringing Martial Arts to the
JP community since 2013

CLASSES FOR
KIDS + ADULTS!

* Brozilion Jiu Jltsu * Self defense
* Karate workshops
* Kobudo * Private training
* Kickboxing available upon
* Yoga request

S\16N VP FOR YOUR FREE 781-530.7974
TRIAL CLASS TObAY! jpmartialartsacademy.com

JP Martial Arts Academy | 363D Centre St.

Yaretzi Martinez and Pedro
Garcia work hard to clean
the streets
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JP PARTICIPATES IN MAYOR WU'S LOVE YOUR BLOCK CLEANUP

PHOTOS BY DEHEK KOUYOUMJIAN
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BPW employees Said Haowi and Chad McDonough lend a helping hand to the civilian cleanup
crews.

Steve Dudley collects some supplies for Street cleaning.

4 )

Gabby Amore helps clean up the grounds of the Clwl War
Monument.

Mount Pleasant Home

Emily Lowenberg on her two

wheeled steed is ready to
JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM | o st with the rubbish of the

streets. Historic 62+ Community

FIND US ONLINE:

Mount Pleasant Home is now managed by HumanGood

: B g one of the nation’s largest and most reputable non-profit
A MIIfe | o =T o 2 operators of senior living communities.
g s - A GA G ) Sapry W Residents of Mount Pleasant Home enjoy quiet and
- ' T o i N scenic views and life enrichment programs among many
‘ : “r inclusive amenities. And team members feel rewarded
by the natural engagement that comes from spending

their days among these amazing and welcoming people.

y e

To learn more please visit www.MountPleasantHome.org

301 South Huntington Avenue
Jamaica Plain

(617) 522-7600
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Continued from page 1

ceased and B&E police reports
in the JP community have been
at a minimum since the peak of
about 100 per month two months
ago. He said this past month saw
only one motor vehicle break-in
on Eliot St. in which the suspect
was inside the vehicle when the
officers arrived and he was ar-
rested.

After the officer noted that
there were two reports of shop-
lifting in the past month, he
took questions from those in at-
tendance.

Schwartz said that there have
been a number of vehicles com-
ing down Perkins St. and mak-
ing a left onto the Jamaicaway
where a left turn is prohibited.
The officer said the police will

Brendan Behan Pub
378A (entre Street
Jamaica Plain

Boston Building
Resources

address the issue.

Dreyfus said he observed an
arrest on the Jamaica Pond path-
way by Boston and Brookline
police a week ago and wondered
what it was for, but the officer
did not have personal knowl-
edge of the incident.

Dreyfus raised the issue of the
arrest to lead into his observa-
tion that traffic has increased on
the Jamaicaway in recent years
with a concomitant increase in
vehicles that are speeding, go-
ing through red lights, making
illegal turns, and otherwise not
driving in a safe manner.

The officer assured Dreyfus
that traffic enforcement will be
a priority with the coming warm-
er weather, especially with police
construction details increasing.
He also noted that the State Po-
lice also enforce the traffic laws
on the J-way and suggested that
the State Police be invited to a
future meeting of the JPA to hear
the concerns of the community.

Steiger added that motorists
make illegal left turns from
Moraine St. onto the J-way.
"It happens all the time," he
said, while also pointing out that
the J-way has become popular
for street racing at 2:00 AM with
cars speeding and burning rub-
ber that leaves marks in the
asphalt.

Another resident, who said he

walks frequently in the commu-
nity, also mentioned the danger-
ous driving habits of motorists
which, he said, "is terrifying
when you're walking."

Sarah Freeman asked why
there were a number of police
cars with sirens at 4:30 Monday
afternoon when she was near
the Forbes building. The officer
explained that there had been
a call for a person with a gun
on Center St. However, the sus-
pect did not have a gun, but did
have an outstanding warrant for
which he was arrested.

A resident said that motor-
cycles have been operating al-
most daily on the sidewalk in
the early morning around 8:00
along Jamaica Pond while she
has been taking a morning walk.
The resident also reported there
has been the illegal dumping of
mattresses and furniture on the
sidewalk along Lakeville Rd. at
the corner of Center St. on a
daily basis.

The officer mentioned that
he'll check with the owner of the
adjacent property to see wheth-
er they have security cameras.

The next item was a discus-
sion led by Salimbene on two
topics, the problem of bicycles on
the pedestrian paths on Jamai-
ca Pond and the potential impact
of the forthcoming Squares +
Streets project on the JP busi-

new kitchen with us

Whether your style is modern, traditional, or
somewhere in between, the Co-op at Boston Building
Resources has the ingredients for a kitchen you'll
love. Our designers work with you to co-create a
layout and find the best cabinetry, countertops, and
fixtures for the way you live and cook.

——— = -

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120
BostonBuildingResources.com

A consumer co-op, serving our members since 1978

ness district.

Salimbene said he recently
mentioned to two cyclists on
the pathway that cycling was
not allowed and they told him
that they were unaware that
bicycling on the path was not
permitted.

"That's not surprising be-
cause the signage on the pond is
abysmally not visible and the
city needs to put up better sig-
nage," Salimbene said. Even
worse, Salimbene noted that the
confusing new sign at the entry
to the pond at Eliot St. suggests
that bicycling is permitted along
the walking path.

"This is an easy problem to
solve with better signage," said
Crafts, who reinforced the peril
of the present situation to pedes-
trians. "It is really dangerous for
people with children and small
dogs on a narrow path with bicy-
clists zooming all around."

Dreyfus, who is an avid biker,
said that for bicyclists coming
from Brookline there is no sig-
nage coming from Perkins St.

Salimbene, who also is a cy-
clist, added that the bike lane
on the roadway needs to be
stenciled to indicate that this is
where bicyclists should go.

This same issue also has
arisen at recent meetings of the
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood
Council (JPNC), whose members
likewise have expressed their
frustration with the large num-
ber of bicyclists on the pedestri-
an-only walkway.

Frias said that Councillor We-
ber's office will be happy to assist
with getting the city to improve
the signage.

Regarding the city's Squares
+ Streets project, a new plan-
ning and zoning initiative by the
BPDA that will focus on housing,
public space, small businesses,
arts and culture, and transporta-
tion in neighborhood centers and
along main streets, Salimbene
asked about the issue of the
height of buildings in business
districts and queried what the
limit will be for Center St.

However, Peters said that
Center St. presently is not among
the neighborhoods presently in
line for a designation by the
Squares + Streets program and
Frias assured the JPA members
that nothing will move forward
without notice and input from
the community.

Dreyfus presented the report
of the Parks, Parkways, and
Open Spaces Committee. He
noted that JP's legislators are
hoping to have about $300,000

included in the state budget to
plant 100 new trees along the
Jamaicaway.

Dreyfus indicated that the
Emerald Necklace Conservancy
offered to take charge of the proj-
ect, with the funds earmarked
for them, because the conservan-
cy will be able to spend the mon-
ey more effectively than the city
or state. Dreyfus also has words
of praise for Jack Schleifer, the
conservancy's Field Operations
Manager, who is a Yale gradu-
ate, who is working with him on
the issue.

However, Dreyfus cautioned
against getting hopes up too
high, noting that the state bud-
get is "very tight" because of the
recent, and anticipated, expen-
ditures of state funds for recent
immigrants.

Dreyfus and Mathew also dis-
cussed the proposed Arborway
redesign project, wth Mathew
emphasizing that the JPA needs
to make a "connection with the
DCR in order to make our views
known."

"We need traffic study data
and we just don't have it," said
Mathew. "This is an unusual sit-
uation in which decisions about
traffic re-design are being made
without data."

Mathew also lauded the mem-
bers of the local state legislative
delegation for their willingness
to take up the issue with the
DCR.

Reiskind, who as a member of
the JPNC serves as the liaison to
the JPC, said "there isn't much
to report.” He noted that the
JPNC supported a request for a
zoning variance for a property
on Holbrook St. and endorsed
two requests for local eateries
pertaining to liquor licenses, one
of which is for a transfer of the
existing license to the new own-
er of the Blue Nile restaurant
in Hyde Sq., and the other for
a new beer, wine, and liqueur
license for the Evergreen Eatery
on Green St.,, which purchased
the liquor license on the open
market.

He also informed the mem-
bers that a Life Alive vegetarian
restaurant will be going into 435
South Huntington Ave., the for-
mer site of the Canary Square
restaurant.

Reiskind also briefly dis-
cussed the issue of the city's
regulations pertaining to canna-
bis dispensaries, which require
local zoning approval. He said
the city will be holding a hearing

Continued on page 7
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BPDA

Continued from page 3

at-grade transformer off of Ken-
ton Road.

In speaking about the trans-
former, Sima said, “It kind of just
looks like manholes with pavers
that integrate into it.” It should
also be noted that the plans in-
clude a mechanical penthouse at
the roof level.

In terms of landscape architec-
ture, plans include short-term bi-
cycle spots, greenery, and more.

Moreover, an eight-foot wall in
the rear is planned to screen the
parking area.

After Sima wrapped up his
overview of the plans, attendees
proceeded to provide comments
and ask questions for the remain-
der of the meeting.

One attendee inquired about
the amount of commercial space
in the proposal, and Sima indi-
cated it was about 800 square
feet.

Another attendee commented
on the proposal and raised con-
cerns about the traffic issues and

JPA

Continued from page 6

to consider amending the rules.

He also reported on the re-
cent meeting of the JP Business
and Professional Assoc. (BPA) at
which State Rep. Bill MacGregor
was the guest speaker. McGregor
said that he expects favorable
passage by the legislature of a
bill that will allow for more liquor
licenses, 250 over five years, to be
available in the City of Boston.
The increase in the availability
of liquor licenses, which pres-
ently are restricted by state law
based upon the population of a
community and which can be
incredibly expensive to purchase,
is seen as crucial for the devel-
opment of new restaurants by
minority owners in the city.

Reiskind noted that the former
Beirut Restaurant will become a
Korean BBQ restaurant, the new
Hub Restaurant on Centre St.
has opened for business, and the
7 Pond St. Coffee Bar has been
sold and will be reopening under
a new name.

Thomson asked about the re-
use of the former 7/11 Conve-

oy

w

nience Store space, which pres-
ently is vacant. Reiskind said
that the BPA is looking at up
to six potential tenants for that
space. However, he also men-
tioned that Boomerangs, the
long-time thrift store that sells
second-hand furniture and other
items, will be closing in June,
which will result in another large
vacant space in the business dis-
trict.

The annual meeting of the
JPA will be held Monday, June
3, at the historic Loring Gree-
nough House at 12 South Street
in Monument Square starting at
6:00 for the election of members,
to be followed by a reception from
6:30-7:30.

Mathew reported that there
have been no new nominations
for members of the JPA board
and asked the current members
to seek out potential new mem-
bers to inject a fresh perspective
into the JPA. Mathew noted that
two long-time board members,
Mazonson and Thomson, will not
be returning. Mathew pointed
out that though it would be pref-
erable to add new council mem-
bers at the June meeting, new
board members can be added at
any time during the year.

FOrR YOuRr
HEALIT H

MIND & BODY

FITNESS TRAINING

FEEL YOUR BEST WITH 25-MINUTE SESSIONS OF
PRIVATE TRAINING LIVE ONLINE OR IN PERSON

GYMAICA PERSONAL TRAINERS

FITNESS@GYMAICA.COM 2 PORTER ST, JP 617-620-8155

the number of units slated to be
built in the area.

“People have a right to good
lives, and we’re being inundated
with housing in this part of JP,”
they said.

Multiple rear abutters also
had questions and comments.
For example, one abutter wanted
to know about the placement of
the transformer and potential
landscaping in the rear.

Sima indicated that the trans-
former is not within the eight-
foot privacy wall but outside of it
and flush with the sidewalk, but
indicated that the team would be
amenable to “making something
that I think folks like.”

Regarding the landscaping
question, Sima indicated he did
not want to speak for the land-
scape architect but suggested
there could be an opportunity
for limited vegetation in a small
strip outside of the privacy wall.

Burns also mentioned that he
was willing to meet with the
abutters to figure something out
regarding rear landscaping.

There was also a concern from
an abutter about the mechani-
cal penthouse’s height, to which
Burns said, “I would be happy to
go back with Phil [Sima] and the
project team and see what we can
do in terms of the scale of that
upper penthouse area.”

Another abutter had several
questions for the project team.
First, the abutter asked about
the height of the building, in-
cluding the mechanical pent-
house. Sima guessed that the
penthouse was 10 feet above the
roof level.

This same abutter disagreed
with Morancy’s previous as-
sessment that the project fully
complies with PLAN: JP/Rox,
claiming that the site is actually
in the 55-foot DBA.

The abutter also added that
he thought the project did not
comply with the plan because
it did not minimize adverse im-
pacts on the scale and character
of existing two and three fam-
ilies, ensure a gradual transi-
tion between new and existing
buildings, and more. They also
requested the proposal to “cut
back” in the rear.

Morancy responded by say-
ing he had to look up the DBA
information. “I believe that I
was correct. If that’s not the
case, then certainly nobody at
the BPDA noted that as well,
but I will follow up with that,”
said Morancy.

He also said the team would
consider the suggestion from the
abutter.

Later in the meeting, anoth-
er attendee questioned the pro-

posal’s compliance with PLAN:
JP/Rox and claimed there were
issues with the building’s step
back at the upper level.

In response to the concerns
about compliance with the plan,
Tyler Ross of the BPDA said,
“A lot of people have questions
about JP/Rox and the project’s
compliance with that, so I'll flag
that for our planning staff and
have them go through it and
make sure that the project is in
compliance.”

The project’s process was also
discussed. Ross indicated that
the comment period for the pro-
posal has been extended, and
there are plans for the project
team to meet with groups like the
Stonybrook Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (SNA) before the period
closes.

Before the public meeting
ended, several other topics were
discussed, such as affordability,
the privacy wall, setbacks, and
much more.

For those interested in viewing
a meeting recording or providing
comments, visit https:/www.
bostonplans.org/projects/devel-
opment-projects/3458-washing-
ton-street.

The project’s comment period
will end on May 21st, and the
team will meet with the SNA on
May 13th.

| CITY FEED anda SUPPLY |

SANDWICHES

Coffee & Espresso Drinks
Natural Foods & Organic Produce

LOCAL GOODS - ALL KINDS!

2 LOCATIONS IN JAMAICA PLAIN

CITY FEED ana SUPPLY
672 Centre Street

617-524-1700

&

SHOP LOCAL J.P!

CITY FEED ana SUPPLY
66a Boylston Street

617-524-1657
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Neishborxs!

Mayor Michelle Wu's Coftee Hour Series held at Adams Park

Mayor Michelle Wu and the
Boston Parks and Recreation De-
partment hosted the 2024 Neigh-
borhood Coffee Hour Series in
partnership with Dunkin'® .

Mayor Wu’s Neighborhood
Coffee Hours was held in Ros-
lindale at Adams Park on April
25, which offered a unique op-
portunity to speak directly with
the Mayor and staff from City de-
partments about open space and
their neighborhoods. Through
these conversations, and a sug-
gestion box at each site, Mayor

Wu looks forward to hearing how
the City of Boston can improve
upon parks, public areas, and
City services.

“Every neighborhood and
every resident has their own
diverse set of concerns that
deserve to not only be heard,
but to be acknowledged and ad-
dressed,” said Mayor Michelle
Wu. “I am excited for all of the
conversations and connection
that will come from Neighbor-
hood Coffee Hours.”

Leadership and staff from the

Community Engagement Cabi-
net will be at each Coffee Hour.
Community members will have
an opportunity to meet their
neighborhood liaisons, who will
share updates on each neighbor-
hood, including how many 311
cases have been resolved, streets
repaired, as well as the City’s in-
vestments in housing, local busi-
nesses, and the arts. The City
is again releasing a Community
Input Survey, which provides an
opportunity for constituents to
ask questions and inform what

will be presented during Cof-
fee Hours with the Mayor. Last
year, this proved to be a success,
allowing constituents to hear
directly from the Mayor and
City leaders as they addressed
concerns and answered constit-
uents' questions at each Coffee
Hour event.

“Coffee Hours with the Mayor
is an intentional effort to meet
community members in the
heart of their neighborhoods,”
said Brianna Millor, Chief of the
Community Engagement Cabi-

net. “I encourage residents, in-
cluding our youth, seniors, civic
organizations, business owners,
and local leaders to attend this
neighborhood-centered event.
Boston 311 will be present to
connect residents to essential
city services.”

Dunkin’ will be on-site with
freshly brewed Iced Coffee and
MUNCHKINS® donut hole
treats. Dunkin’ will have lawn

Continued on page 14

Karen McCormack
& Paula Callaghan

INSIGHT

REALTY GROUP

#617-306-7804 o #857-205-6945
loveliveboston@gmail.com
Realtors with Experience

Love Where You Live

REAL ESTATE

Working for YOUR best results.
Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his
experience work for you.

Joe Fallon
617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

BERKSHIRE | Commonwealth
HATHAWAY Real Estate
HomeServices

YOUR BUSINESS HERE

FAYE SIMON
REAL ESTATE
Rentals & Sales

Tel: 617-524-0243
Cell: 617-438-1472

Faye R. Simon
. Real Estate Broker
Faye81monRealEstate.com

frmcsimon@hotmail.com

Your Personal Real Estate Professional

Your local & Independent Realtor
25 + years of Experience
Put my knowledge to work for you!

“Call Colleen”
‘ 617-529-5012

jamaicaplain@gmail.com

Colleen Scanlan

INSIGHT

68 South Street JP

REAL ESTATE

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner

cell:617.407:3638
fax: 617-524.0390
email: mcelroy55@recn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

Building
community
together.

EJ ELLEN+JANIS

REAL ESTATE TEAM

)
)
<
(o
)3
o
O

617971.8940
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com
# ellenandjanisteam.com

REALTY GROUP

INTERIOR DESIGN

. oy

INTERIOR DESIGN: for all the details:
\/7

Christine Cavataio, Leep Ap, NcIDQ, cCF
617-510-8659
Livingbeingdesign.com

UIMING
BPING
DESIGN

FIND US ONLINE:

WWW.JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM

Are YOU heing
professionals

Advertise your professional services here
and watch your client base grow!
Call the Gazette at 617.524.2626 x225
or email patricia@jamaicaplaingazette.com
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ROSLINDALE VILLAGE MAIN STREET NEWS AND NOTES

The following listings are
from the Roslindale Village Main
Street weekly news and updates
site. The mission of Roslindale
Village Main Street (RVMS) is
to promote Roslindale Village
as an appealing destination and
the dynamic center of our com-
munity.

NEW INSTRUCTORS

Two new instructors join the
Akasha team! Lucia Nguyen is
200H YTT certified teacher and
trained in Trauma Yoga Thera-
py, Mindfulness & Meditation,
Sound Healing, EFT & TFT
Facilitation, Reiki and Trauma
Informed Hands-on Assist. Join
Lucia on Mondays at 7:45pm
for Stillness + Sound. Sign up
as a drop-in or with an Akasha
class pass. Tracey Francois is
a Reiki Practitioner II, Intui-
tive empath, and facilitator of
healing circles and workshops.
Tracey offers individual Reiki
sessions and hosts workshops
around New and Full Moons.

Signature floral arrangements,
cards, gifts, and so much more
for all moms.

Join the first one coming up on
Saturday, May 25 at 7pm.

MOTHER’S DAY IDEAS

Mother's Day is Sunday, May
12! The Centerpiece has you
covered for the perfect way to
make mom's day extra-special.
Your best bet is to order online
in advance, as it's their busiest

WILLIAM RAVEIS

GB

GABRIELLE BARON

C: 617.447.5350

0: 617.266.5200
Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert

P |

Kids..Together in the ARTSI!
Summer 2024

Weeks of June 24 and July 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
ART * Voice * Drama *

Dance

Where: Spontaneous Celebrations
45 Danforth Street, Jamaica Plain
Time: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. w/ Ext. Day option
Cost: $450 per week, Except July 1, $360 (4 days)
Extended day: $25/day. $80/wk
$25. non-refundable registration fee

For more info. kidstogetherinthearts.com or call: 617.595.5274

$50 Sibling
Discount
Available

weekend of the year. They want
to make sure they have exactly
what you want, when you need
it. They have their signature
floral arrangements, cards, gifts,
and so much more. They offer
pickup at the West Roxbury or
Roslindale locations, or delivery
throughout Greater Boston.

POTTERY WORKSHOP

Summer is a great time to
learn something new! How
about a Throwing Crash Course
Pottery Workshop at Create?!
Choose one of two 3-week crash
courses in July or August tolearn
how to throw on the wheel like
a champ. This is a great course
for new-to-the-wheel folks AND
for experienced potters looking to
freshen up their throwing skills.
Register online before seats fill!

MOTHER'S DAY MENU!
Make this Mother's Day tru-
ly extraordinary with Shanti's
Mother's Day menu! Experience
the vibrant flavors and rich tra-
ditions of Indian cuisine with
their special $49 3-course meal,
expertly crafted to delight her

TONY WILLIAMS
DANCE CENTER

Join their team and be a part
of something special!

palate and warm her heart.
Menu is exclusively available
on May 12 from 3-9pm. Book
your table now!

VIHEALTHY IS HIRING

Join their team and be a part
of something special! If you're
passionate about good food and
good vibes, they want to hear
from you! Whether you're a
barista, customer service pro, or
just love loving on people, they
may have a place for you on their
team. Message them to learn
more about their open positions.

Do you have an event, busi-

WWW.TWDANCE.COM | TWDCINFO@GMAIL.COM

ness highlight, announcement,
or resource you would like in-
cluded in the newsletter? Send
an email with the pertinent
information and an image or
graphic to manager@roslindale.
net with "newsletter" in the sub-
ject line by Tuesday at 5pm!

#ROSLOVE

Roslindale Village Main Street
and engaged residents like you
have created a profound positive
impact in our community since
1985 when we were established
as one of the nation’s first ur-
ban Main Street Programs. Ever
since then, you have all helped
our team continue Roslindale’s
rich history of community em-
powerment and involvement.
Just walk around the square and
youll see the outcome of these
community efforts in the num-
ber of successful locally owned
businesses, public art, and open
spaces accessible to everyone.

If you are able, please show
your #ROSLove by giving today
to support the community we've
built together.

Continued on page 10

AGES 5-14
JULY 22-26*
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JULY 29-AUG 2
AUG. 12-16
AUG. 19-23
AUG. 26-30

FALL 2024
REGISTRATION
BEGINS MAY 27
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Saturday!

Main Street

Continued from page 9 tree beds and planters, putting
down mulch, and more to help
make Roslindale Village look its

THANKYOU, LOVE o o e e it
YOUR BLOCK ference in our community!
VOLUNTEERS! Stay tuned for future cleanups

Thank you so much to ev- if you'd like to help out!

eryone who came out for our
Love Your Block Cleanup last

If youd Like for your scholar to go above and
beyond thewr current achievement level or
prep for major testing, call me!

4
"II—IE UNTIREP TEACHER/

® Beginning through
Advanced Reading
e Vocabulary Development
e English Language
Improvement e Study Skills

untiredleacher@gmail.com
A retired teacher who's never tired of teaching!

¢ Close Reading and
Comprehension
® Subject-Area Writing and
Composition

We had over 25 volunteers
picking up trash, cleaning out

RVMS ANNUAL PLANT
SALE: MAY 18

Mark your calendars! Our an-
nual Plant Sale will take place
in Adams Park on Saturday,
May 18! Stop by to pick up some
plants from local farms to put in
your garden! We will also have a
compost service join us, and The
Centerpiece Flower Shop will be
there with some fun house plants
to liven up your home!

When: Saturday, May 18 from
9am-12pm

Where: Adams Park

Our Design Committee will
also offer free seedling starter
kits for kids to grow their own
plants at home!

EMPLOY
BOSTON YOUTH

Are you a local business owner
looking to employ Boston youth?
To bring youth employment op-
portunities to all parts of Boston,
the Office of Youth Employment
& Opportunity (YEO) is hosting
neighborhood pop-up youth job
fairs in various locations across
the city. They will have one in
Jamaica Plain on Saturday, May
18 from 1lam-2pm.

Space rnt at 67
Poplar St.

ROSLINDALE

OPEN STUDIOS

Save the date for the 18th
annual Roslindale Open Studios!
Join artists on October 18 &
19 at group sites, businesses,
and home studios. More infor-
mation about artist registation
and sponsor opportunities will be
coming soon! Mark your calendar
now so you don't miss out on this
art-filled weekend in Rozzie!

SPACE AVAILABLE
FOR RENT

There is a commercial space
available for rent at 67 Poplar St!
This is a first floor commercial
space that was formerly used as

an office. Rent is $1,950. Find
more information here. Email
Erin Birmingham at erin@brum-
corealty.com with any questions.
You can view this and other va-
cant spaces available for rent
on the Vacancies page of our
website.

WAKE UP THE NIGHT

Check out the City of Boston's
Wake Up the Night Grant Pilot
Program! Through the Wake Up
the Night Grant, Mayor Michelle
Wu and the Office of Nightlife
Economy will award individuals
and organizations up to $10,000
for nighttime activations. The
program aims to revitalize Bos-
ton’s nightlife economy and fos-
ter safe, inclusive social spaces
by investing in events.

MINDFULNESS

WORKSHOP

YMAA will be hosting a Mind-
fulness for Kids and Parents
workshop on Friday, May 17
from 6-6:45pm! Our information
age is full of distractions. Busy
schedules, screens, social media

Continued on page 11

WE HAVE MANY GIFTS FOR MOM IN-STORE
LET US HELP YOU FIND THE PERFECT ONE!

Birch St. House & Garden
760 South St ~ Roslindale
www.birchsthouseandgarden.com

Birch St.

9 angell

animal medical center

The paws you love in

Angell Animal Medical Center offers a whole-health approach to caring for your pet,
providing comprehensive general medicine services and compassionate specialty care.

Examinations | Spay & neuter services
Management for patients with chronic diseases | Geriatric medicine services
Dermatology services | Vaccinations

Appointments available at Boston, Waltham, & Danvers.

angell.org/primary

Angell Animal Medical Center | 350 S. Huntington Ave. | Boston
MSPCA-Angell West | 293 Second Ave. | Waltham | 781-902-8400
Angell at Essex | 545 Maple St. | Danvers | 978-309-3749

the hands you trust
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Main Street

Continued from page 10

and an overall hectic pace of life
make it challenging for kids and
even adults to find focus. In this
workshop coach Malu Wilder will
teach several different mindful-
ness techniques to help parents
and kids manage our fast paced
world.

LILAC SUNDAY EVENT
Experience the springtime
bloom of the Arnold Arboretum's
renowned collection of over 400
lilacs at their annual Lilac Sun-

cenitre CUIls

S ALON & S PA

HAIR « NAILS
TAUPE AND TEAL

—A BOUTIQUE —

AVEDA CONCEPT SALON
www.centrecuts.com
6 Belgrade Ave. Roslindale, Ma.  Tuesday — Saturday
617-325-0002 Gift Cards Available

Classes in Crafts &
Fine Arts for All Ages

iTHE ELIOT SCHOOL
OF FINE & APPLIED ARTS

fiber arts, book arts, drawing,
painting, photography, and more!

Springtime bloom of theArnoIdArboretum s renowned annual
Lilac Sunday event!

day event! Sunday, May 12 from
10am-3pm. Visit for tours with
Arboretum experts, hands-on
children’s programming, danc-
ing, meditation, chalk art, and
more. Picnicking in the Arbore-
tum landscape is permitted on
this day only.

SUMMER FITNESS
SERIES STARTED

The Boston Parks Summer
Fitness Series is back! Classes
start this Sunday, May 5 and

run through August 31. Catch
Strength & Conditioning on
Mondays at 6pm at Fallon Field,
or choose from lots of other class-
es in-person or virtual! Everyone
is welcome at these free classes,
regardless of your fitness level.

SUMMER FARMERS
MARKET JUNE 1

Mark your calendars! Our
Summer Farmers Market re-
turns on Saturday, June 1! The

day will be filled with live music,
kids' activities, and of course,
your favorite Farmers Market
vendors - you don't want to miss
this neighborhood staple!

The Summer Farmers Market
runs from June 1 - November
23, every Saturday from 9am-
1:30pm.

Stay tuned for more informa-
tion including our vendor sched-
ule and entertainment lineup,
coming soon!

Visit www.roslindale.net for m
ore details on each event.

\?

SAVE THE DATE!

l

FARMERS &
MARKET

—

JUNE 1 - NOVEMBER 23
ADAMS PARK

ROSLINDALE VILLAGE MAIN STREET

OPENING DAY: JUNE 1!

SATURDAYS, 9AM-1:30PM

~Boston Nature Centér's

$45 per ticket in advance, $55 at the door (ifavailable)

Event Highlights: Hearty appetizers « Meet live birds from
Blue Hills Trailside Museum « Raffle items and trivia games with prizes.
Groowve to the unique sounds of DIS N Dat, a Neo-Reggae band.

A big thank you to our

We offer classes in woodworking,

participating breweries! (to date)
H Aeronaut Brewing Co.
B Exhibit ‘A’ Brewing Co.
B Roundhead Brewing Co.

B Stormalong American
Hard Cider

B Wormtown Brewing Co.

"k Mass Audubon

Boston Nature Center
& Wildlife Sanctuary
500 Walk Hill Street
Mattapan, MA 02126
617-983-8500

Please note: This is a 21+ event. All guests must have a valid ID.

To purchase tickets call 617-983-8500
or purchase online at www.massaudubon.org/boston
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Ideas aplenty at Roslindale Square visioning session

By MicHAEL COUGHLIN JR.

On Tuesday, the Boston Plan-
ning & Development Agency
(BPDA) hosted a virtual vision-
ing session to collect ideas for
planning and zoning recommen-
dations associated with the agen-

cy’s Squares + Streets initiative
in Roslindale Square.
According to the BPDA’s web-
site, the Squares + Streets ini-
tiative is a “planning and zoning
initiative focused on adding, sup-
porting, and improving housing,
public space, small businesses,

providing amazing coffee,
pastries, breakfast, lunch

THE SQUARE ROOT

and evening items, a live
entertainment venue,
complete with craft beer
and wine.

All we need is you!

2 Corinth Street
Roslindale,

and arts and culture in tran-
sit-accessible neighborhood cen-
ters and along main streets.”

To begin the visioning ses-
sion, Eileen Michaud, a Project
Manager at the BPDA, provided
a general overview of Squares +
Streets.

Specifically, she discussed the
criteria for determining where
a Squares + Streets plan might
be employed. These areas usu-
ally are transit-oriented areas,
centers of neighborhoods, and

commercial activity. They have
a mix of uses and potential for
growth and have not had recent
planning.

Michaud also detailed why
there is a focus on Squares +
Streets. “First and foremost... is
to provide more housing to sup-
port Boston’s current and future
residents... and not only do we
want to provide more housing,
we want to provide it in areas
that residents will have access
to everyday resources and ser-

O

154 Green St JP 02130

VISIT US AND ENJjOY!!!

:

Inside And Pod Patio Seating Available!

Cvergrecen

eatery + cafe

Friendly Neighborhood Diner

©

617-477-9573

evergreeneateryjp.com

MA 02131
617-477-3392

OPEN 8:00am to 8:30pm Tuesday - Sunday
Delivery available 3pm-8:30pm

154 Green St. JP » 617-477-9573

j WORKSHOPS:
] S GENDER-AFFIRMING
CHAIR MASSAGES CARE 101
y SELF-MASSAGE
- DRAG STORY HOUR AFTER TOP SURGERY
il Ik KINK 101
AND MORE!

The Meeting Point Presents

RADICAL
WELLNESS
FAIR

SATURDAY, MAY 18TH, 2024

12-4PM
3464 Washington St
Jamaica Plain, MA
MUSIC
FOOD &
BEVERAGES
ARTS & CRAFTS

The Meeting Point‘ i
ol (TN
A

Denman Drapkin Group
617.658.5649

DenmanDrapkin.com

Ellen Grubert + Janis Lippman

EllenandJanisTeam@compass.com

Sow the seeds of success this spring!

Experience sells homes. By choosing the most seasoned agents, you're
guaranteeing success. If you're thinking about buying or selling, spring into
action before others do! Ellen + Janis are here to help you “right-size” into
your new home — if you're waiting for a sign, this is it. Get in touch today!

Ellen
+

Janis

B2 Denman Drapkin Group is a team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

@ Drapkin

vices,” she said.

Moreover, Michaud said plans
are being developed in these
Squares + Streets areas through
zoning reform with new zoning
districts and coordinated invest-
ments to address several needs.

The goals of the initiative in-
clude updating zoning, creating,
enhancing, or preserving afford-
able housing, retail, and cultural
spaces, improvements to local
transportation and public space,
and more.

Specifically, the study area
for Roslindale Square is “a third
of a mile around the main inter-
secting streets by Adams Park of
South Street and Poplar Street,”
per Michaud.

However, it should be noted
that Michaud said, “The pro-
posed map amendment that will
bring new Squares + Streets
zoning to this area will be deter-
mined with the community and
will not include this entire area
but a much smaller area within
the one-third of a mile radius
that focuses on bringing more

Continued on page 13

Denman

GroupO
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Visioning
Continued from page 11

mixed-use development where
it’s appropriate.”

Following Michaud’s over-
view, the visioning part of the
meeting began. Attendees par-
ticipated in activities associated
with seven topics and provided
feedback on what they would
like to see in the aforementioned
study area.

The first topic discussed was
housing, where attendees were
asked to provide feedback on
four questions. These questions
focused on the types of units
attendees would like to see for
new residential developments,
the level of affordability, how
the city could use extra funds to
assist in stabilizing current res-
idents, and what benefits should
be provided to tenants in build-
ings slated for demolition.

In terms of unit size, those in
attendance were more support-
ive of studios, one-bedrooms, and
two-bedrooms. As for affordabil-
ity, responses were all over the
board, ranging from 30% of area
median income (AMI) to market
rate.

As for the responses to the
extra funds from the city ques-
tion, attendees wanted to see
subsidizing the production of
more income-restricted hous-
ing, financial assistance to help
those buying market-rate or
income-restricted homes, and
more.

Attendees also wanted to see
tenants facing demolition pro-
vided with housing search as-
sistance, the right to remain in
a unit and other services.

The next topic was small busi-
nesses. For example, attendees
were asked what new businesses
they would like to see first in
Roslindale Square. There was
widespread support for several
businesses, such as restaurants,
offices, retail, and more.

Moreover, attendees made
other suggestions for small
businesses, such as an indoor
playground, and some even re-
quested that private off-street
parking be reduced.

There was also a discussion on
how the city could support small
businesses if it had extra mon-
ey. Responses were widespread,
supporting ideas such as provid-
ing grants or low-interest loans
for small businesses to open
in vacant storefronts, creating
below-market-rate commercial
spaces, and more.

Arts and Culture was the
third topic attendees provided
feedback on. They were asked
what types of art and culture
establishments they would like
to see first in the square.

Establishments that focused
on performative art and live mu-
sic were supported, as was a
movie theater.

Attendees were also asked
where establishments like the
ones above could be supported
in the study area. One comment
was that Alexander the Great
Park was underutilized and
could be used for visual art.

The question of where there
could be improvements or activa-
tion of art and culture for current
areas in Roslindale Square was
broached. There were sugges-
tions for using the commuter
rail parking lot and Fallon Field.

Attendees also addressed
open space and resiliency. They
responded to several prompts
and provided ideas, such as a
pedestrian connection from Ad-
ams Park to Birch Street, more
activities in the Birch Street Pla-
za, and more.

The meeting attendees also
gave their thoughts on where
and what type of programming
for open spaces should be includ-
ed in the planning area. There
was support for community gar-
dens, seating, trees, and more.

Regarding transportation, the
team pre-identified three focus

EMERGENCY
ALL BLOOD

TYPES NEEDED.

Give now.

American

O Red Cross

area topics for transportation-re-
lated improvements.

The first focus area concerns
areas with complicated circula-
tion, such as Firth and Bexley
Roads and around Adams Park
on Washington Street.

Focus area two focused on
skewed intersections. The in-
tersections depicted during the
meeting were the Belgrade Av-
enue intersections at Pinehurst
and Amherst Streets and the
Washington Street and Kittredge
Street intersection.

The third focus area detailed
bus stops without amenities like
shelters or benches, including
the Washington and Albano
Streets stop.

In addition to the outlined
focus areas, attendees suggested
transportation improvements,
such as bringing back a two-
way road on Washington Street
at Adams Park and more.

The penultimate topic was
built form and design, where at-
tendees were given examples of
buildings and provided feedback
on their appearance and where
they might fit in the Roslindale
Square study area.

Finally, to end the meeting,
Maya Kattler-Gold of the BPDA
outlined zoning — the Squares +
Streets zoning districts — adopt-

ed this year.

Specifically, there are six
Squares + Streets zoning dis-
tricts, SO through S5. SO is
primarily residential, with the
smallest floor plate, lot coverage,
and the largest yards. It also
conditionally allows some small
active uses on the ground floor.

S1 is also mostly residential,
requires yards, and allows for
small active uses. S2 has a lower
lot coverage to require things like
yards, requires outdoor amenity
space, and will enable buildings
to be built up to the lot line.

In S3, the ground floor does
not allow residential uses but
requires active ground floor uses
and outdoor amenity space. S4
also requires outdoor amenity
space and active ground floor
uses while having larger floor-
plates and more allowed uses on
the top floors.

Finally, S5 has the same al-
lowed uses and required space
for outdoor amenities and active
ground floor uses as S4 but can
allow for more density and new
sustainable building practices.

“As of now, they don’t exist
anywhere in Roslindale — they
haven’t been mapped anywhere,”
said Kattler-Gold.

“One of the outcomes we're
hoping will come out of the small

area plan that we’re working
through right now is to rezone
Roslindale Square using these
new zoning districts, and so the
information that we're getting
from you during these visioning
exercises... is a huge part of how
we’ll figure out which of the dis-
tricts should go in what part of
Roslindale Square,” she added.

Kattler-Gold also emphasized
that everything in the study area
would not be rezoned and that
multiple districts would likely
be used throughout the square.

Regarding next steps, Mi-
chaud indicated the feedback
from the meeting would “form
the basis... for discussions with
our city colleagues from a vari-
ety of departments on ways we
can respond to community input
through Squares + Streets small
area plan recommendations.”

She also indicated that the
next round of engagement will be
sometime in mid-summer. Ideas
will be presented to the com-
munity and refined before draft
recommendations are released
later this summer.

For those who would like more
information on this process or to
view the recording of this meet-
ing, visit https://www.boston-
plans.org/planning/planning-ini-
tiatives/roslindale-square.

EYE Q OPTICAL

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT

most insurances accepted
617.983.3937
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Coffee Hour

Continued from page 6

our exciting summer calendar of dates on possible rain locations,
events. From outdoor concerts to
movies to arts and crafts work-
shops for kids, our programming
breathes life into our parks, ful-
filling our core mission of creating
vibrant spaces for all to enjoy."

For more information and up-

munity engagement, allowing
residents to share their thoughts
directly. We're grateful for their
participation,” noted Ryan Woods,
Commissioner of the Parks and
Recreation Department. “These
events not only foster dialogue
but also mark the kickoff for

attendance will receive a free
flowering plant provided by the
Boston Parks and Recreation De-
partment, while supplies last.
Fresh fruit will be provided by
Star Market.

“Mayor Wu’s Neighborhood
Coffee Hours are vital for com-

please contact the Boston Parks
and Recreation Department at
(617) 635-4505 or @bostonparks-
dept on X, Facebook, or Insta-

games and gift card giveaways.
Residents at each event will also
be eligible to win a raffle prize
from Dunkin’. Individuals in

gram, or by visiting boston.gov/
parks.

Where to find the Gazette?
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE  in need of a Guardian if you object to the pe- at State expense. Person on the return date of a lawyer. Anyone may ~ Walnut the Court, but interested
CITATION GIVING and requesting that (or tifion. Ifyou fail to file ~ WITNESS, Hon. Brian ).~ To the named Respon- 5/21/2024. This day make this request on Also Known As: parties are entitled fo
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in the above captioned ~ but a deadline date by~ above-named person 0f: Jamaica Plain, MA must file a written affairs or both. The SU24P0788EA the Court. Inventory Court
matter alleging that which you have to file cannot afford a lawyer, ~ RESPONDENT Incapaci-  appearance af this court  above-named person Estate of: and accounts are not 05/10/2024
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HOME SERVICE GUIDE

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

617-852-7409

JP resident

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

4= earthen

a8 stoneworks

Design and Construction

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works

Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

Asbestos & Mold Issues?

For a Licensed
Inspector Call Neal
617-593-1664

&' BBE

Asbestos

neal@nealcoinspects.com

Over 25 Years of Experienc'e!

ROOF REPAIR

A

ROOF REPAIRS
Gutters a Roofing a Skylights
Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CSL. 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com
ROOF REPAIR

F. N
Roofing
Siding @ Gutters
Carpentry @ Painting
Flat Rubber Roofs

o d
e
Fully Licensed and Insur

Family Owned

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small

(617) 361-6532

Member Better Business Bureau

Free estimates

Licensed & Insured
Mass lic # 9290

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Thomas Murray Home Improvement

Carpentry « Painting « General Home Repairs
Remodeling

( Interior & Exterior )

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Licensed Contractor
(lic #CS 088319)

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Ay

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND
CPTED PRACTITIONER WITH A GREENER

4* ! APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT
AT 781-727-3694

ROOF REPAIR

ROOF LEAKING?

+ Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 + Ice & Snow Removal
Asphault Shingles « Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds
* Gutters - Downspouts « Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Senior & Vets
20%

Discount

Family owned g
Operated,
years in businesg

(617) 888-8058

Licenced Free Estimates

Insured

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION [

NZO

E LANDSCAPING &

CONSTRUCTION, INC.
* Landscape maintenance
* Seed * Sod
* Tree service
» Commercial & Residentig

* House Cleaning ﬁ 617-590-2510

Service Available Bobcat FULLY INSURED

Call for
Estimates

* Fence Installation
* Paving

* Free estimates & BONDED

LANDSCAPING

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and
odd job services.
20+ years of experience.

Woodworking
class

No experience needed

mickkeohane@gmail.com

Keohane 617909 4050

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

SULA\VALLEY

Additions kitchens bathrooms
New construction - General remodeling

617-981-9456

60 Amory St, Boston, MA 02119 info@sulavalley.com
Res. Comm. Insured Licenses: HIC 185545 CS-113672

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years
- -+ experience. Honest & affordable. No job
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS!
Ask about our
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.
Cynthia “Kare” Shephard
617-930-0582(cell) ® karespainting@aol.com

HANDYMAN

» ACE HANDYMAN

Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,
2 carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.
 Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.

~  Call Phil at 617-279-9815

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

You’ll also get career training
and money for college. If you’re
ready for the excitement, join
the Army National Guard today.

1-800-GO-GUARD * www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com

SRR
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The Wake Up The Earth Fes-
tival started in 1979 bringing
music, dance, performance, ac-
tivities, and community aware-
ness to the Jamaica Plain and
Roxbury. This year the festival

WAKE UP THE EARTH FESTIVAL

was dedicated to the memory of
Ron Hafer, who passed away in
2023. He led the Stop The High-
way Movement that stopped the
InnerBelt from treating down
more neighborhoods in Boston. A

Local musician James Purtle helps run the Junk Percussion
area where hands young and old can make rhythmic sounds
with all sorts of items.

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

parade from festival organizers
Spontaneous Celebrations led to
the Southwest Corridor Park at
Stony Brook Station where the
festival spread out up towards
Jackson Square.

<

Tim, Ellen, Peter, and Laura Mathis enjoy family time together.

L

A friendly couple, Osana
and Rain, with Rain's trusty
functional friend "Gus."

A

It Ws a perfect Spring day for Wae Up

4o 8 e
The Earth to occur.

One of the latest bands to hit the JP music scene The Ded
Beats make a kite together before playing.

:.ei:i'- (f/" ;J \. N

Wake Up The Earth starts with a parade that runs from
Spontaneous Celebrations to the Southwest Corridor Park at
Stoney Brook Station.

—

op Warner \ Footbal! -
=y P PiTRIQTs Pt 5.

Jeff Hammond, Raquel Pena, and Lorena Rivera look to bring

Pumawari Tusuy Boston, supporters of Spontaneous Celebrations, Peruvian Dance Group.

attention to the Pop Warner Football league for Jamaica Plain
Brookline area.
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WAKE UP THE EARTH FESTIVAL

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

At Stoney Brook Station, attendees to Wake Up The Earth part:crpate ina Zumba class taught
by Nancy DelLeon and Joya Lonsdale.

Katherme Moskop and daughter Zara Swartz-Moskop with
a kite they made together.

Linnea and her grandmother

il ;
A Addy with his dad ND make some beats happen at Junk
nne.

Percussion.

Emma Belis had an
important message about

the environment to share At the Zumix Youth Stage Smg Pos:tlve from Spontaneous
Rachel and Kate with The Neigborhood Farm. with the crowd. Celebrations perform some Bruno Mars songs.
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EDITORIAL

Change in marijuana
scheduling was long overdue

The decision by the Biden administration last week to reclassify marijuana from a Schedule I drug
to a Schedule III drug came as welcome (though long overdue) news for all Americans who have been
aware for decades of the absurdity and injustice of that classification.

Marijuana became classified as a Schedule I drug, reserved for dangerous drugs such as heroin and
LSD, during the administration of President Richard M. Nixon in 1970. Research into Nixon's presi-
dential papers about 10 years ago revealed that Nixon's sole motivation for doing so was to provide a
pretext to arrest, prosecute, and incarcerate Black and brown Americans, whom Nixon saw as political
opponents during a time of political upheaval in our country.

That Nixonian policy of the past five decades has resulted in a disgraceful legacy of vast discrepancies
in the enforcement of the drug laws by law enforcement at all levels, federal, state and local, to target
Black and brown Americans at rates far greater than whites.

Countless lives -- and families -- in minority communities have been ruined because of racially-se-
lective enforcement policies regarding the laws on marijuana.

Marijuana's classification as a Schedule I drug never had any basis in medical fact. Compared to
just about any drug, both legal and illegal, marijuana has the least amount of harm and side-effects.
No one ever has died from a marijuana overdose. By contrast, almost all commonly-available, over-the-
counter drugs can cause a fatal overdose. (Even plain-old water can kill you if you drink too much of it.)

In addition, the common perception of marijuana as a so-called gateway drug, which became fash-
ionable during the era of Nancy Reagan's "Just Say No to Drugs" campaign, was a myth. The only
correlation that ever has been shown between a drug used early in life and hard-drug use later in life
has been between cigarettes and opioid addiction.

On the other hand, we wish to emphasize strongly that marijuana should not be used by those under
the age of 21, for whom marijuana use can have a lasting and deleterious effect on the still-developing
human brain. (The same also can be said for nicotine, alcohol, high-sugar drinks, and ultra-processed
foods.)

Hopefully, now that marijuana will be classified as a Schedule III drug (which is defined as a drug
with a moderate to low potential for physical and psychological dependence, such as Tylenol with co-
deine), researchers in this country finally will be able to unlock how it affects the human body, which
has THC (the active ingredient in marijuana) receptors throughout.

THC already has been shown to have a number of possible therapeutic uses, including treatment for
glaucoma, pain, depression, and nausea for those undergoing chemotherapy.

Lastly, government regulation will ensure that dosage amounts are accurately labeled on available
products. Just as alcohol content is indicated on beer, wine, and hard liquor, marijuana products, es-
pecially edibles, need to be labeled to provide consumers with needed-information about the potency
of what they're ingesting.

The rescheduling of marijuana by the federal government is 50 years too late. But, as the saying
goes, it's better late than never.

Anti-semitic and anti-Muslim
hate crimes must be stopped

Both the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), the New York—based international Jewish non-govern-
mental organization and advocacy group, and the Council of American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), the
U.S.'s largest Muslim civil rights organization, have pointed to alarming increases in hate crimes in
recent years.

The ADA recently reported that anti-semitic incidents in the past 10 years have grown exponentially
from about 750 in 2013 to almost 9000 in 2023. CAIR reported that over the past decade, anti-Muslim
incidents have increased three-foid, from about 2500 in 2013 to 7500 in 2023.

The recent events in the Middle East have stoked a cauldron of hate in the United States that always
was there, but which for the most part bubbled beneath the surface. Today however, that cauldron has
reached the boiling point, leaving American Jews and Muslims fearful of displaying their identity in
public, lest some hate-monger with evil intent be in the vicinity.

We would note that the vast majority of the recent spike in hate crimes is not being committed
byJewish or Muslim Americans, but rather by white Americans, who are using the Middle East as a
convenient pretext for their malevolent acts.

It is at times such as these that we think back to the simple, but profound, words of Rodney King
after the white police officers who savagely beat him were found not guilty at their criminal trial and
Los Angeles erupted in massive riots:

"T just want to say, you know, can we all get along?” King implored. “Can we get along? Can we stop
making it horrible for the older people and the kids?”

DAY, HOW ABOUT
MAKING SOMETHING

ik - A Q"@' 2
VEGRANLING.COM

POLITICALCARTEONS.C OV

PLEASE WRITE...

The Gazette welcomes letters to the edi-
tor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m.
one week before publication. Letters may be
emailed to letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.
Please include address and telephone number for
verification purposes.
Anonymous letters will not be published.
More information: 617-524-7662

The opinions expressed on these pages are not necessarily those of this newspaper.

Jamaica Plain

GAZETTE

Published 26 times a year in Jamaica Plain by Independent Newspaper Group

Sandra Storey

Patricia DeOliveira ‘
Founder/Publisher Emerita 1990-2011

Advertising Manager

OINDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER GROUP
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Debra DiGregorio, Director of Marketing —ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

The Jamaica Plain Gazette is delivered free to households and busi in the neighborhood 26 times
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Independent Newspaper Group will not assume financial responsibility for typographical errors in
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Telephone: (617) 524-2626
7 Harris Avenue, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
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BRIGHAM AND WOMEN HOSPITAL HOLD BIANNUAL "YARD SALE"

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

The Brigham and Women Hos- =R ) % - = : ; G %ﬁ“
pital Stronger Generations Ini- ' X

tiative held its biannual "Yard
Sale" event at Curtis Hall in
Jamaica Plain. Over 360 fami-
lies came to receive free diapers,
wipes, clothing, blankets, hats,
gloves, school supplies, and oth-
er household essentials.

Family Partner For Stronger Generations rookie Yadelyn and Lyv Norris from the Kraft Frank Crowley, Brigham Women's employee.
Center For Community Health
at Mass General Brigham.

Mia Acevedo, daughter.

\ "~ B
Madison Louis with son Rye Soyt.

— CLASSIFIEDS —

David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks,

audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls.
617-676-5676.

CLASSIFIED INFO:

. ot : . email your classified to classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.
The Brigham and Women Hospital Stronger Generations Initiative team. For more info. call 617-524-2626
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Gibson
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Open the door
to what’s next.

DISCOVER HOMES IN BOSTON AND BEYOND

Sl

SCAN TO VIEW

MORE PROPERTIES

JAMAICA PLAIN
58 Dunster Road | Two-Family Residence
8 Beds | 3 Baths | 3,722 Sq. Ft. | Offered at $1,975,000

Andrew Brilliant | 617.694.9759

JAMAICA PLAIN
26 Pond Street
2 Beds | 1F 1H Baths | 1,184 Sq. Ft. | Offered at $1,000,000

Andrew Brilliant | 617.694.9759
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DORCHESTER'S LOWER MILLS
1241-1251 Adams Street, Unit F412
2 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,441 Sq. Ft. | Offered at $850,000

Good Boston Living Team | 617.971.7080

JAMAICA PLAIN
22 Sigourney Street, Unit E

3 Beds | 3 Baths | 1,854 Sq. Ft. | Offered at $1,019,000

The Boston Home Team | 617.249.4237

ROXBURY'S FORT HILL
118 Marcella Street, Unit #2
3 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,568 Sq. Ft. | Offered at $850,000

Brian Perry | 617.413.8049

ROSLINDALE
136 Beech Street
3 Beds | 1 Bath | 1,404 Sq. Ft. | Offered at $775,000

Good Boston Living Team | 617.971.7080
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