
By Michael coughlin Jr.

 The Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation (Mass-
DOT) recently hosted two public 
meetings to provide information 
on the upcoming closure of the 
Sumner Tunnel, which is slated 
to begin on July 5 and run to 
August 5.
 The Sumner Tunnel, which 
was closed for two months last 
summer, has been undergoing 
work for the last couple of years 
as part of a design-build project 

that had its bid awarded in 2021.
 According to Michael Drew, a 
Project Manager in MassDOT’s 
Highway Division, work com-
pleted so far includes removing 
and replacing the tunnel’s ceiling 
and overhead arch, repairing the 
tunnel walls, installing fireproof 
panels and new lights, and up-
grading the tunnel’s CCTV and 
fire alarms.
 Drew indicated that the focus 
of the work anticipated for this 
summer is on the tunnel’s deck 
and roadway surface.

 “The deck is a structural con-
crete deck with steel floor beams 
that we’re going to be doing a 
rehabilitation of the structural 
deck and then repaving the sur-
face for a smooth riding surface,” 
said Drew.
 Other work anticipated for 
this summer includes install-
ing new utility conduits and 
cables and replacing the drain-
age pumps, known as midriver 
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 CELEBRATING 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY AT 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB

The Brendan Behan Pub was a sought-after destination 
to celebrate St Patrick’s Day with some Guinness, good 
friends, and good times. Pictured above, Ruairi Scott, 
Conor Magee, Chris Losty, and Cormac Eastwood came 
over from Ireland to see how we celebrate St Patrick’s 
Day in Boston.  Right, aspiring actor Carly Calbreath 
reads Secrets Of Voiceover Secrets in the back patio. 
Below, a look at Brendan Behan Pub on St Patrick’s Day. 
See Pages 10 and 11 for more photos.

Staff RepoRt

The Housing and Development 
Committee (HDC) of the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council 
(JPNC) held a regular monthly 
meeting this past Tuesday.

Chairperson Renee Stacey 
Welch and the committee and 
community members who were 
in attendance took up a number 
of issues.

The committee initially elected 
new members to fill its vacant 
seats. The JPNC’s by-laws pro-

vide that each of its sub-commit-
tees may have five members who 
are members of the full JPNC and 
10 who are community members.

There were four candidates, 
Danielle Sommer, Lorenzo Bar-
toloni, Omer Hecht, and Peter 
DeCotis, all of whom are mem-
bers of the full JPNC, for the two 
open seats for JPNC members.

After each presented the rea-
sons why they desired to serve 

Special to the Gazette

Last Saturday afternoon, 
friends and family gathered at 
the Loring Greenough House to 
celebrate the Life and Service of 
long-time Jamaica Plain resident 
Karen Wepsic, who passed away 
on October 15, 2022.

The Invocation and Benedic-
tion were given by Rev. Ashlee 
Wiest-Laird of the First Baptist 
Church.  Other speakers who 
spoke were from the Footlight 
Club, MIT Sailing, Fenway Gar-
den Society, Peterborough Senior 
Center, the Jamaica Pond As-
sociation, and the Mission Hill 
and Fenway/South End neigh-
borhoods.

The following is taken from 
the memorial booklet that was 
available:

 Karen Wepsic was born 1938, 
the only child of parents Nils 
Okland (sea captain) and Sof-

ie Okland of Norway; Raised in 
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, Elementary 
school PS104, Karen maintained 
a “Victory Garden” in Brooklyn, 
an activity she would carry with 

JPNC Housing Committee elects 
three new members; hears of plans
for 1822 Arboretum Rd. project

Residents gather to celebrate 
the life of Karen Wepsic
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By gazette Staff

 The Housing and Develop-
ment Committee of the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council 
(JPNC) held its regular monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, June 18. 
On hand for the session were 
chair Danielle Sommer-Kieta, 
vice-chair Purple Reign, Wil-
lie Mitchell, Bernard Doherty, 
Gert Thorn, Aiden Foley, Esther 
Beiilard, Sarah Horseley, Pam 
Bender, Carolyn Royce, and Lo-
renzo Bartoloni. Also in atten-
dance were Michael Kane, a long-
time affordable housing advocate 
who is the founder and Executive 
Director of the tenant-run Mass 
Alliance of HUD Tenants, and a 
number of tenants of the Forbes 
Building, including Erica John-
son and Mary Lundergan of the 
Forbes Tenants Association.
 The main discussion of the 

evening focused on a presenta-
tion from residents of the Forbes, 
which is located at 545 Centre 
St. and which has been a source 
of controversy for the past few 
years. The Forbes was the last 
of a 1970s-era state government 
housing program that gave sub-
sidies to developers in order to 
provide affordable housing for 
low-income tenants, particular-
ly senior citizens and the dis-
abled. However, the program 
had a 40-year life, after which 
the buildings reverted back to 
the owners without any afford-
able-housing restrictions. The 
restrictions on the owner of the 
Forbes ended a few years ago, 
allowing the owner to convert the 
building to market-rate rents, 
thereby jeopardizing the housing 
of the long-time senior citizens 

Continued on page 6
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In a ceremony at City 
Hall on June 26, Mayor 
Michelle Wu greeted 
players, coaches and 
families of the English 
High School Baseball 
team that won the Division 
5 State Championship, as 
well as presented the 
students with Certificates 
of Recognition on behalf 
of the City of Boston.

ENGLISH HIGH BOYS BASEBALL HONORED AT 
CITY HALL AS DIVISION 5 CHAMPS



2 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   JUNE 28, 2024

pumps, in the middle of the tun-
nel.
 It should also be noted that af-
ter the one-month closure, Drew 
said, “Based off the remaining 
work, we’re going to determine 
what additional weekend clo-
sures may be needed during the 
end of the summer and fall, even-
tually finishing the contract in 
December of this year.”
 As the meeting progressed, 
managing impacts became a sig-
nificant topic of discussion. “We 
fully understand the impacts 
that are going to be incurred, 
particularly with traffic during 
this closure,” said Drew.
 In referencing the impacts 
that occurred with last summer’s 
extended closure, Drew said, 
“We’re really trying to stress to 
the public to anticipate that type 
of impact again and be able to 
plan for it.”
 Similarly to last year, work-
ing groups have been used to 
help plan for the closure and 
reduce impacts. These working 
groups include Public Safety and 
Traffic, Transit Issues/Users/
Mobility, Communication and 
Outreach, and Business, which 
report to a principals group.
 “It’s a structure that worked 
very, very well for last summer’s 
closure, and we’ve been imple-
menting and working together 
with these working groups for 
a number of weeks and months 
leading up to this closure,” said 
Drew.
 An important aspect of man-
aging impacts will be coordina-
tion with construction projects 
in the area. For example, Drew 
talked about limiting mainte-
nance activity to emergency 
work or scheduling them during 
off-peak hours.
 Moreover, Drew indicated a 
command center would be set 
up to monitor the closure and 
surrounding areas in case ad-
justments are needed.
 Further, impact manage-
ment includes plans for re-
al-time traffic monitoring. Drew 
emphasized that the project con-
tract includes incentives and 
disincentives to comply with the 
project timeline.
 Concerning public safety, 
which Drew described as “one 
of the most critical aspects of the 
closure,” plans are in place for 
increased ambulatory service 
through extra ambulances and 
shifts. Response times are also 
slated to be monitored.
 Also, a Sumner Tunnel Con-

tingency plan has been devel-
oped, so there are actions in 
place in case of issues.
 Regarding managing trav-
el impacts, officials are once 
again urging folks to ditch the 
drive and use other means of 
transportation. There will be 
discounts for alternative travel 
options for those who can get out 
of their cars.

 For those traveling to or from 
East Boston and the North End, 
the Blue Line, which no lon-
ger has slow zones, will be free 
throughout the closure. Parking 
in Blue Line lots and garages will 
be reduced to $2 daily. There will 
also be additional free parking 
near Wood Island Station, and 
an additional train will be added 
to the Blue Line midday.
 Further, fare-free service 
will be available for those on 
key Chelsea Bus lines: routes 
111, 112, 114, 116, 117, and 
Silver Line 3. The East Boston 
Ferry will also be free.
 For those traveling to or from 
the North Shore, there are also 
some incentives to get out of 
your car. For example, Lynn 
Ferry riders can use a Zone 1A 
fare—$2.40—and free parking 
will be at the city-owned lot near 
Blossom Street Pier.
 Also, the MBTA will be oper-
ating Winthrop Ferry Service, 
which is $2.40 for a one-way 
trip.
 Travelers to or from Logan 
Airport can ride on Logan Ex-
press at a 25% discount if they 
order a ticket online or for free 
for riders under 17 years old.
 Moreover, a Logan Airport 
stop will be added to the Win-
throp Ferry, and those who take 
water transportation can skip 
to the front of the checkpoint 
screening line.
 Finally, suppose someone is 
unable to take alternative trans-
portation. In that case, there 
will be discounted tolls on the 
Tobin Bridge and in the Ted 

Williams Tunnel for those in 
the resident discount program. 
Also, https://www.mass511.com/ 
will provide historical and re-
al-time data during the closure 
to provide travel time informa-
tion.
 Following the presentation, 
attendees were given time to ask 
questions. One attendee asked 
if MassDOT had contacted em-
ployers and asked them to allow 
employees to work from home 
during the closure.
 Drew indicated they are do-
ing outreach to those in the im-
mediate area of the tunnel and 
regionally so employees or em-
ployers could potentially make 
adjustments.
 Another attendee asked if 
MassDOT has looked at options 
for travelers going from the 
North to the South Shore, as 
they felt that public transpor-
tation was more expensive and 
took longer.
 In response, Drew said, “As 
far as the scope of this project, 
what we’ve really been trying to 
concentrate on is alleviating the 
congestion that’s going to occur 
from the North Shore and the 
local vicinity of East Boston, 
Winthrop, Revere, et cetera, get-
ting into Downtown Boston.”
 “So we’ve been concentrating 
on basically those lengths with 
the Blue Line, the Commuter 
Rail, and that type of thing that 
will be affected.”
 An attendee also asked about 
the recent uptick in trucks 
getting stuck at the Sumner 
Tunnel. Drew assured those in 
attendance that the clearance 
remains the same. He also in-
dicated that additional signage 
would be added, and overheight 
detectors are being added to 
Route 1A.
 Finally, an attendee asked 
about the exit off Route 1A 
heading to Route 145 sometimes 
being closed and did not under-
stand why it was being done.
 Drew indicated that it is part 
of the State Police’s procedure 
to flush traffic out from Logan 
Airport and that they are trying 
to improve communication so 
that travelers can be notified via 
its virtual message signs when 
it happens.
 To learn more about the 
closure, visit the project web-
page at http://www.mass.gov/
sumner-tunnel#sumner-tun-
nel-restoration. To ask ques-
tions, email Sumner100@dot.
state.ma.us or call the project 
hotline at (508)-510-2920.

Special to the Gazette

 Girl Scouts of Eastern Mas-
sachusetts (GSEMA), the largest 
girl serving organization in Mas-
sachusetts, recently celebrated 
the dedication and skills of its 
4,000 active volunteers at its 
annual Volunteer and Donor 
Recognition Celebration, which 
took place on May 19. The 2024 
class of GSEMA Volunteer Rec-
ognition Honorees included over 
130 volunteers.
 GSUSA and GSEMA recogni-
tion honors are awarded based 
on an individual or group's ex-
emplary service in support of 
delivery of the Girl Scout Lead-
ership Experience through nom-
inations that are reviewed by 
GSEMA's Volunteer Recognition 
Committee and approved by the 
Board of Directors. The following 
local Girl Scout Volunteers were 
awarded at the event:
 Barbara Fortier, of Jamaica 
Plain, was awarded with the 
GSEMA Helen Storrow Heritage 
Award .

 Karen Edlund, of Jamaica 
Plain, was awarded with the 
GSEMA Helen Storrow Heritage 
Award .
 For more information on Girl 
Scouts of Eastern Massachu-
setts, please visit their website, 
www.gsema.org, or follow their 
social media channels, Insta-
gram, Facebook, and LinkedIn, 
for the latest updates on the 
organization.
 Girl Scouts of Eastern Mas-
sachusetts (GSEMA) is 30,000 
strong, with 20,000 girls and 
10,000 adult members in 178 
communities in eastern Massa-
chusetts, building Girl Scouts of 
courage, confidence, and charac-
ter, who make the world a better 
place. GSEMA is the largest girl 
serving organization in Massa-
chusetts and the 10th largest 
Girl Scout council in the United 
States. Girl Scouts is the preem-
inent leadership development 
organization for girls. To volun-
teer, reconnect, donate, join, or 
learn more, visit gsema.org.

BUYING OR SELLING 
REAL ESTATE?  

ROBERT A. LUCIANO
REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY 

617-930-0615 
bob@lucianolaw.com

Village Works
769 Centre St, Jamaica Plain

GSEMA honors local volunteer Tunnel Closure
Continued from page 1

C
L

O
SE

D JUNE 29TH TO JULY 7TH
 FO

R

C
L

O
SE

D JUNE 29TH TO JULY 7TH
 FO

R

REOPEN
JULY
8TH

WITH
REGULAR
HOURS 

REOPEN
JULY
8TH

WITH
REGULAR
HOURS 

(617) 522-4444

MORRISONSAUTORITE.COM

475 CENTRE ST. 
JAMAICA PLAIN MA,02130

“It should also be 
noted that after the 
one-month closure, 
Drew said, “Based off 
the remaining work, 
we’re going to deter-
mine what additional 
weekend closures may 
be needed during the 
end of the summer and 
fall...”
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Special to the Gazette

 The Jamaica Plain Neigh-
borhood Council (JPNC) held 
its regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, June 25, via Zoom. 
Chair Renee Stacey Welch pre-
sided over the session that was 
attended by Caroline Peters, the 
liaison to Jamaica Plain from the 
mayor's office, and Jordan Frias, 
the Director of Policy and Com-
munications for District 6 City 
Councilor Ben Weber's office.
 JPNC members in attendance 
were vice-chair Bernard Doherty, 
at-large members Purple Reign, 
Sarah Freeman, Michael Reis-
kind, and David Baron; Area A  
members Willie Mitchell, Peter 
DeCotis, Esther Beillard, and 
Danielle Sommer-Kieta; Area 
B members Lorenzo Bartoloni 
and Caliga; and Area C mem-
bers Katherine O'Shea and Gert 
Thorn.
 Upcoming community events 
noted were the JP Open Streets 
that is set for July 21 and the 
BAMS Festival at Franklin 
Park’s Playstead Field, set for 
this weekend, June 29 and 30, 
that will feature two days of 
R&B, funk, soul, hip hop, house, 
and more performed by national-
ly-acclaimed artists and home-
grown talent. 
 Reiskind presented the report 
of the Public Service Committee. 
He asked for a vote to support the 
request of Rafael E. Veras, doing 
business as Latino Restaurant at 
302 Centre Street, to amend his 
7-Day Common Victualler Beer 
& Wine Beverage License to a 
Beer and Wine with Liqueurs 
License and for a change in the 

closing hour from 12 midnight 
to 1:00 am. Reiskind noted that 
the upgrade to a liqueurs license 
is a means of serving after-din-
ner cordials such as Sambuca 
without obtaining a full liquor 
license, which can cost as much 
as $500,000 on the open market. 
The city has an official list of cor-
dials that are not deemed spirits 
.
 The members unanimously 
approved the request.
 Reiskind also presented an 
update on the status of the Cen-
tre South Streetscape project, 
a longstanding project by the 
city that has been ongoing since 
2009, extending from Jackson 
Sq. to Forest Hills. The goal 
of the project is to provide a 
pedestrian-friendly urban land-
scape with bump-outs and wider 
sidewalks to accommodate tables 
and chairs for restaurants. The 
portion of the project from Jack-
son Square to Hyde Square has 
been completed. 
 Resikind said the second 
portion of the project met with 
community opposition about 10 
years ago and was put on hold. 
However, Reiskind reported that 
the issues finally have been re-
solved and the city now is ready 
to move forward to complete the 
project starting in the fall.
 Baron presented the report of 
the Zoning Committee of which 
he is the chair. He said that his 
committee took up three matters 
at its recent June meeting. The 
first pertained to 6 Slocum Rd., 
involving a rear addition to a 
single family house. He noted 
that the Jamaica Hills Assoc. 
had heard the application and 

was not opposed. He also said 
that emails had been submitted 
in favor of the project by neigh-
bors. Baron said the Zoning Com-
mittee gave its approval to the 
project and asked the full JPNC 
to affirm the Zoning Committee's 
recommendation.
 Baron said the second matter 
was an application by Viva Taco, 
the former Across the Border, at 
378A Centre St., for a take-out 
food license. Baron noted that 
the adjacent Brendan Behan bar 
is in favor of the new restau-
rant's application. He said that 
though the lack of parking and 
double parking have been prob-
lems for businesses in the area, 
there was no opposition to the 
application.
 The full JPNC approved both 
matters unanimously. The ap-
plicants now must go before the 
city's Zoning Board of Appeals 
to obtain their variances and 
licenses.   
 Baron said the third mat-
ter involved the construction 
of eight residential units and a 
ground-floor retail space at 3336-
3338 Washington St., the former 
Canto 6 location. However, the 
matter was not resolved at the 
June meeting and will require a 
further  hearing before the Zon-
ing Committee to allow various 
community groups to meet with 
the developer.
 The next committee report 
came from O'Shea, the chair of 
the Outreach Committee. She 
said the discussion at its meet-
ing centered around the city's 
grants (up to $750) for neigh-
borhood Block Parties. She said 
Outreach Committee members 

are offering to assist residents 
with the application process. She 
said the deadline to apply for a 
grant is July 31 with a 30-day 
review period by the city. O'Shea 
also noted that she has applied 
for a table for the JPNC  at the 
upcoming Open Streets festival.
 Chair Sommer-Kieta present-
ed the report of the Housing and 
Development Comm. She said 
that tenants from the Forbes 
Building were invited to attend. 
Sommer-Kieta noted that all of 
the 147 units in the building will 
be affordable.
 She said one of the concerns 
raised by the tenants was the 
reduction of parking spaces in 
order to increase green space on 
the property. In addition, the 
tenants expressed dismay with 
the lack of process of the deci-
sion to reduce the parking area, 
which means that a number of 
tenants will be forced to park on 
the street. There are 180 resi-
dents in the Forbes Building, but 
now there will be only 15 total 
parking spaces.
 "The issue that really got me 
about this is that there was no 
notice to the residents, of whom 
78 own cars, of the changes that 
were voted on by the BPDA (Bos-
ton Planning & Development 
Agency). Where is the rationale 
for this? Is pushing them out 
to the street the best way to 
handle it?" said Doherty, who 
is a member of the Housing and 
Development Committee.
 "Why was the city acting 
without talking to the residents 
and notifying them of what was 
going to happen?" added Thorn, 
another member of the commit-
tee.
 Sommer-Kieta said the Hous-

ing Committee will be sending a 
letter to city officials seeking an 
answer as to why the parking 
has been reduced so drastically.
 During the time allotted for 
the presentation of the Parks 
and Open Space Committee, 
JPNC members discussed the 
ongoing problem of bicyclists us-
ing the footpath around Jamaica 
Pond, which makes the pathway 
dangerous for pedestrians.
 Sue Cibulski presented the 
report of the Arborway Yard 
Subcommittee. She said the 
committee discussed the MBTA's 
budget, which includes funding 
for the design of the new Arbor-
way bus garage. However, the 
budget being considered by the 
legislature includes no funding 
for the actual construction of the 
garage.
 She said that the subcommit-
tee will be seeking to have a table 
at the upcoming Open Streets 
event to inform JP residents of 
the issues surrounding the con-
struction of the new garage that 
will house 200 of the T's antici-
pated electric bus fleet.
 Regarding the controversial 
issue of the use of a portion of 
the promised eight-acres of com-
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JP Neighborhood Council still has three openings

Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

 The Boston Pops July 4th 
Spectacular will return to the 
Hatch Memorial Shell on the 
Esplanade starting at 8 p.m.
 Conductor Keith Lockhart 
will lead a program featur-
ing the Boston Pops orches-
tra with Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame and R&B/soul sing-
er Darlene Love, along with 
headliner Broadway star Kelli 
O'Hara, as well as the Amer-
icana group The Mavericks.  
Special guests also include 

the Singing Sergeants from 
the United States Air Force 
Band. The concert is expected 
to end at 10:30 p.m., with a 
fireworks display from 10:30-
11 p.m. (subject to change).
 The fireworks will be 
launched from barges docked 
in the middle of the river near 
the Hatch Shell. But to be able 
to actually see the concert, you 
need to be within the Oval - 
the grassy area in front of the 
Hatch Shell.

 Meanwhile, a number of 
agencies and organizations 
will be closed in observance of 
the holiday, including Federal 
offices; Federal courts; post 
offices; state offices and courts: 
municipal offices: the RMV; 
public libraries; banks; and 
the stock market. Retail stores, 
including supermarkets and 
liquor stores, will be open.
 The MBTA is open but will 
be running on a holiday sched-
ule.

Boston Pops July 4th Spectacular  
set to return to Hatch Shell

Boston Pops July 4th Spectacular  
set to return to Hatch Shell

Continued on page 5
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  Jane Addams Memorial Park, 
4.31 acres in size, is located near 
the Navy Pier in Chicago, Illi-
nois, the city and state where she 
spent much of her adult life. A 
six-piece sculptural group honor-
ing Addams resides in the Chica-
go Women's Park and Gardens.
  Illinois renamed its North-
west Tollway in 2007 the “Jane 
Addams Memorial Tollway.” The 
residence at Hull House, a set-
tlement house she founded, and 
another building in Chicago now 
serve as a museum and monu-
ment to Addams. Even a plaque 
on a pedestal in New York’s City 
Hall Park, of all places, cele-
brates her.
  Educational institutions have 
named colleges, programs, cen-
ters, high schools and residence 
halls for Addams, and she has 
received many awards over the 
years, even since her death in 
1935. Addams was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1931.
  Meanwhile, Emily Greene 
Balch from here in Jamaica 
Plain, Boston, Massachusetts—
and Addams’ ally in the Women’s 
International League for Peace 
and Freedom (WILPF)— was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 

in 1946.
  In high contrast to the similar 
stories so far, no major memorial 
here or anywhere else provided 
by city, state or organization 
bears only Balch’s name.
  Theories have been put for-
ward about why that is, even 
by academics as long ago as the 
mid-1990s. Amazing and incred-
ibly sad, the disappointment and 
speculation about that neglect 
continue. 
  The influential peacemaker 
certainly deserves at least one 
prominent tribute to her. So does 
this neighborhood and area of 
the country that tends to share 
her humanistic values.
  Balch, born on Prince Street 
in 1867, would fit in very well 
in JP today. She lived her life in 
every way as what we now would 
call “progressive.” She worked 
for women’s suffrage, workers’ 
and immigrants’ rights, and ra-
cial justice.
  Our Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate, who lived to age 94, wrote 
at least 11 books about sociology 
and economics, one of which was 
Conditions of City Life focused 
on Boston.
  She and her family were 

members of First Church Uni-
tarian Universalist of JP at the 
Monument. She was also an ac-
tive member for years in the 
then-women-only Tuesday Club 
that came to save the historic 
Loring Greenough House across 
from the street from being torn 
down.
  Cooperating at times with 
Addams, Balch championed ser-
vices for poor people. She was 
a social worker in Boston for a 
while, helping to found a settle-
ment house. She later traveled 
the world advocating for peace.
  Balch, an ardent pacifist, was 
a founder of WILPF in 1915. She 
shared the peace prize that year 
with a leader of the YMCA.
  Balch has been credited by 
some sources, including WILPF, 
for having coined the wonderful 
adage about advocacy strategy 
many peace and justice-loving 
people have repeated ever since: 
“There is no way to peace; peace 
is the way.”
  The Bryn Mawr graduate 
taught economics and sociology 
at Wellesley College beginning 
in 1896. But in 1919, when she 
asked to take a leave to con-
centrate on what were called 

“reform” activities, the Wellesley 
board— said to be embarrassed 
by her pacifism and outspoken 
socialism—refused to renew her 
contract.
  The Nobel Peace Prize award 
statement praised Balch’s per-
sistence: “She has taught us 
that the reality we seek must be 
earned by hard and unrelenting 
toil in the world in which we 
live…”
  The fact that Balch hasn’t 
received a bigger, more lasting 
memorial isn’t for lack of trying 
by people in the community.
  Quite a few people here have 
persistently said they would like 
to see a bigger, better memorial 
to Balch than what we have. A 
small marker rests near where 
her home used to be. And what 
president of the JP Historical 
Society (JPHS) Gretchen Grozier 
called a “wee” bronze plaque sits 
beside a bench that faces Jamai-
ca Pond on the south side.
  “Yes, I do think there should 
be something” created that is a 
more significant memorial, like 
a street name as an example, she 
wrote in reply to an email from 
me.
  JP Forum, the JP Historical 
Society and the Boston branch 
of WILPF hosted a talk by Balch 
biographer Kristen Gwinn at 
First Church in December 2017. 
There’s a stained glass window 
in the church that was donated 
by Balch’s family.
  Chuck Collins and other fo-
rum organizers proposed seek-
ing funding then to endow an 
Emily Greene Balch lecture by 
a national figure every year. Af-
ter the 10-year-old forum “didn’t 
really weather the pandemic” 
Collins said, that never came to 
fruition.
  Where Balch’s house used to 
be is the first stop on the Jamaica 
Plain Women’s History Trail, 
thanks to local historian Mary 
Smoyer’s design, with a great 
deal of assistance from the Ja-
maica Plain Historical Society, 
local residents and friends in 
1992. Two JPHS summer tours 
go there as well.
  Smoyer and other board 
members from the Boston Wom-
en’s Heritage Trail have advo-
cated renaming Boston Public 
Schools, especially those with 
generic names, after women, in-

cluding Balch.
  Then City Councilor Matt 
O’Malley joined JPHS’s Grozier 
at First Church on Jan. 8, 2017 
(the laureate’s birthday) to cele-
brate Emily Greene Balch Day. 
Kristen Gwinn-Becker, who gave 
a speech at the birthday event, 
is the author of Emily Greene 
Balch: The Long Road to Inter-
nationalism.
  They all expressed hope 
that the date would be officially 
named for the Nobel Laureate 
every year, but that has not hap-
pened.
  JP resident Stephen Pepper, 
docent, and Dorothy Clark, board 
member, wrote “The Misses 
Balch” about Balch and her sister 
Anne in relation to the Tuesday 
Club and the Loring-Greenough 
House on the website https://
loring-greenough.org/the-miss-
es-balch/.
  Calling her a “neglected 
hero,” Pepper wrote in an email 
to me, “Though she became a 
global citizen and traveled the 
world, EGB never forgot her 
roots in JP. Naming a street for 
her would bring her spirit home.”
  The late JP resident Sandra 
White Stone, a Boston Public 
Schools teacher, wrote a letter 
to the editor published in the 
Gazette in 2010 advocating that 
everyone in the neighborhood, 
especially girls and young wom-
en, be educated about Balch. 
She also suggested that Jamaica 
Pond should be renamed Emily 
Balch Pond.
  Others have proposed that 
the Jamaica Pond boathouse and 
various streets be named after 
her over the years to no avail.
  Some academics have the-
orized that conservative social 
and political attitudes have 
played a role in the relative lack 
of respect that has been shown to 
our Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
compared to Addams and others.
  Letter to the editor writer 
Mary Jo Deegan agreed in 1996 
with an article previously pub-
lished in The Journal of Women’s 
History of Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Press by Harriet Hyman 
Alonso in 1995.
  Deegan and Alonso both sug-
gested the two Nobel Peace Prize 
winners have “very different 
public reputations and honors 
in the United States.”

 
 

JP Observer 
What happened to the major memorial for Emily Greene Balch? We still don’t have one!

By Sandra Storey / Special to the Gazette

AD SPONSORED BY

CITY OF BOSTON
MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Thermometers 

Thermostats 

Elemental Mercury

Mercury Switches 

Fluorescent Lamps 

Blood Pressure Units

PLEASE BRING THESE PRODUCTS CONTAINING MERCURY TO:

ZERO WASTE DAY DROP OFF

SATURDAY, JUNE 29, 2024
8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. (Noon)
DPW Yard
315 Gardner St, West Roxbury

Boston Residents Only - Proof of Residency Required. 
Find a full list of acceptable items at: 
Boston.gov/hazardous-waste

Continued on page 5
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But Deegan somewhat disagreed 
with some of Alonso’s theories 
about why. Deegan indicted that 
Addams’ work in social settle-
ments and her lack of criticism 
for capitalism didn’t bother 
the establishment as much as 
Balch’s peace work, open decla-
rations for socialism and support 
of groups not favored politically 
did.
  On top of those differences, 
Alonso pointed out that Addams 

received the Nobel Peace Prize 
during a time of relative peace; 
Balch got hers near the begin-
ning of the Cold War.
  Deegan wrote that Addams 
and Balch were “lifelong allies, 
friends and leaders in the WIL-
PF and were both “in an inter-
national spotlight.’ She pointed 
out that both also “shared the 
philosophy of pragmatical fem-
inism.”
  In 1955, Balch wrote a poem 
addressed to “Dear People of Chi-
na” that could be directed to most 
of the world today, including JP. 
The last stanza reads:
  “Let us be patient with one 

another/And even patient with 
ourselves/We have a long, long 
way to go/So let us hasten along 
the road/The road of human ten-
derness and generosity/Groping, 
we may find one another’s hands 
in the dark.”
  I will just add a post script 

here: “And find a way for the 
public to create a memorial to 
pay tribute to Emily Green Balch 
and all her good work for us and 
the world.”
  Note: A small amount of con-
tent in this column appeared in 
a JP Observer column in 2012 

that also advocated creation of 
a significant Emily Green Balch 
memorial to honor our Nobel 
Peace Prize winner.

  Sandra Storey is Publisher 
Emerita of the Jamaica Plain 
Gazette.

Observer
Continued from page 4
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WE WILL BE CLOSED FOR 
VACATION  JULY 1 – 7

munity development land at the 
garage site for a parking area 
for 150 employees, Cibulski said 
the discussion centered around 
the possibility of underground 
parking to preserve as much of 
the promised eight acres for com-
munity development as possible.
 However, Thorn said that 
the possibility that underground 
parking will become a reality is 
minimal because of the cost.
 Toward the end of the meet-

ing, Peters discussed the issue 
of rat control and noted that 
the city is becoming more 
proactive about controlling 
the proliferation of rats in 
the city. Although some 

members noted the brazen-
ness of the rat population, 

even during the day, Peters 
pointed out that JP is "not in 

the top-10 areas for rats in the 
city." However, Peters noted that 
for any rat control program to be 
effective, it requires the cooper-
ation of all residents in order to 
be effective. If only one resident 
is careless with their trash, their 
dog waste, or bird seed, it can 
affect an area within a wide 
radius.
 Doherty noted that in his 
neighborhood near the Arbore-
tum, feral cats, which have been 
"adopted" by residents, have 
proven useful in keeping down 
the rat population. Howev-
er, a resident attending the 
meeting noted that the downside 
to feral cats is that they are 
hugely detrimental  to wild bird 
populations.
 The meeting concluded with 
Welch reminding residents that 
there are three open seats (two 
in Area B and one in Area C) 
on the JPNC and urged anyone 
interested in joining the council 
to apply for the openings.

JPNC
Continued from page 3

FROG POND OPENS FOR THE SEASON

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTOS BY JEREMIAH ROBINSON

On Tuesday, June 25, Mayor Michelle Wu visited the 
Frog Pond for the opening of the season, just in time for 

the summer heat. Shown above, Mayor Michelle Wu with 
Frog Pond Freddie, and State Rep. Jay Livingstone. Shown 

right, Mayor Michelle Wu high-fives a child enjoying some 
splashing and fun in the spray pool.
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and disabled tenants who live 
there.
 After almost three years of ne-
gotiations among the owner, the 
tenants, and state and city agen-
cies, an agreement was reached 
by which the state and city will 
provide funds to the owner for a 
capital improvement program in 
order to undertake major renova-
tions of both the interior and ex-
terior of building (including new 
windows, new exterior cladding, 
and a new roof with a rooftop 
garden) plus new landscaping. 
The apartments (which had not 
been renovated in 40 years) will 
have new floors, new kitchens, 
and new baths. In addition, there 
will be rental subsidies for the 
tenants' that will maintain the 
Forbes as affordable housing for 
the next 40 years.
 Although the tenants and 
housing advocates generally 
have applauded the agreement, 
a sticking point has been the 
landscaping aspect of the plan. 
The owner will be adding shrub-
bery and green space that will 
result in a reduction of parking 
from 27 to 15 spaces. The plan 
provides spaces for rideshare ve-
hicles and electric bicycles.
 "By reducing the on-site park-
ing spaces to 15, this will force 

many people to park in the street 
or to give up their cars," said 
Kane, who noted that the BPDA 
voted to approve the parking re-
duction plan without any notice 
to the residents.
 "This feels like the classic 
rubber stamp by the BPDA of 
a developer's proposal with-
out community input," Kane 
added, who noted that 78 resi-
dents presently own cars with 
more than half parking on the 
street, which includes some cur-
rent market-rate tenants. Kane 
said that when the building be-
comes fully affordable-housing 
and the market rate tenants 
(and their cars) leave the build-
ing, it will improve the situation, 
but there still will be many cur-
rent residents who will lose their 
parking spaces.
 "This is totally unneces-
sary," said Doherty. "To have the 
BPDA vote on this in a backroom 
deal is another way of spreading 
a bad impression of their organi-
zation." Doherty also suggested 
that those who are senior citi-
zens and who are residents of 
the building should organize to 
put pressure on politicians.
 "This is a signifi-
cant change not only for the res-
idents, but also for the members 
of the Jamaica Plain communi-
ty," said Thorn.
 "This is very unfair for se-
niors who use walkers and canes 
who have to park off-site," said 

Johnson. "They should be able to 
park at the building. There are 
147 apartments and if you elimi-
nate what we currently have, it's 
just unfortunate."

 "I don't agree with the trade-
off of geen space for parking 
spaces because of the hardship 
it will put people through," said 
Lundergan. "It seems that you 
just have to agree with every-
thing if you want housing. It 
feels like, 'Just be quiet and 
allow the people in power to ne-
gotiate.' We don't know anything 
and then they just tell us what 
they've done."
 "Given the number of seniors 
and disabled who live in the 

building who depend on cars, 
this seems like a Fair Housing 
issue," said Kathy Brown, a long-
time housing advocate who was 
in attendance at the meeting.
 "There also is a problem 
with the process. How could the 
BPDA do this without notice to 
the community?" added Bender.
 "Taking away parking that 
already is there makes no sense, 
especially for seniors and per-
sons with disabilities, for whom 
parking off-site can be unsafe," 
said Reign.
 However, two committee 
members suggested that the 
landscaping changes will have 
benefits.  Royce said the addition 
of green space and parking spac-
es for rideshare vehicles are 
welcome from an environmen-
tal perspective. Foley noted that 
a lot of the design elements, 
including the rideshares and 
e-bikes, may have been required 
by the city's and the state's new 
building codes for green require-
ments and that the committee 
should hear from the designers 
before taking any action.
 Thorn made a motion that the 
committee write a letter to the 
BPDA and city officials express-
ing their disappointment with 
the reduction in parking and 
asking for an explanation, and 
also noting the lack of process 
and lack of notice to the tenants.
 Kane suggested that any 
letter from the committee 

should acknowledge the own-
er's commitment to maintain-
ing the property permanently 
affordable, which represents a 
substantial positive step for the 
residents.
 After Thorn and Doherty em-
phasized that the purpose of the 
letter should be to focus on the 
lack of notice to the community, 
resulting in their lack of involve-
ment in the process, the com-
mittee members voted 11-0-1 to 
approve the drafting of a letter to 
be sent to the city and the BPDA, 
with Sommer-Kieta and Doherty 
taking on the task of drawing up 
the draft. The draft letter will 
be presented to the committee 
at the July meeting, and in turn 
will be presented to the JPNC.
 The committee heard briefly 
from Royce of the committee's 
Arborway Yard subcommit-
tee regarding the subcommit-
tee's most recent meeting. She 
mentioned that there were dis-
cussions about the lack of cap-
ital funding in the state budget 
for the construction of the new 
MBTA garage at the site. She 
also said that the possibility of 
constructing a parking garage 
underground for the T employ-
ees at the site came up, which 
would address a significant bone 
of contention between the T and 
the committee. The T's plans 
for the site call for locating a 
150-space parking area for its 
employees within the eight acres 
of the community development 
land that had been part of the 
original 2001 memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) between 
the city and the T. The sub-
committee has been adamantly 
opposed to locating the parking 
lot within the eight acres and has 
called for the original MOU to be 
adhered to.

PLEASE 
WRITE…

The Gazette welcomes 
letters to the editor. 

Word limit: 500. 
Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. 

one week before publication. 
Letters may be 

emailed to letters@
JamaicaPlainGazette.com. 

Please include address and 
telephone number for 
verification purposes. 

Anonymous letters will 
not be published. 

More information: 
617-524-7662

34-68 South Street, JP
Shopping, food, music, & more!

#jpnitemarket
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6:00 - 9:00 PM

June 27
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July 25
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One Brigham Circle Plaza
1620 Tremont Street Boston

6:00 PM — 8:00 PM 
FREE FUN FOR EVERYONE

SPONSORED BY:   One Brigham Circle

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

Rain dates for each concert will be the following
Wednesday after the scheduled date and same time.

Thursday  

Thursday

Thursday 

7/11/2024

8/1/2024 
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Lucky 13

Michelle Brooks Thompson Band   

Soul Amazing    

All Shows are 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM each evening!

Forbes
Continued from page 1

"By reducing the on-
site parking spaces 
to 15, this will force 
many people to park 
in the street or to give 
up their cars," said 
Kane, who noted that 
the BPDA voted to 
approve the parking 
reduction plan with-
out any notice to the 
residents.
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HANDYMAN

    Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            

Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.  

Call Phil at 617-279-9815
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Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701
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LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance 
• Hydroseeding 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
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& Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation

• Paving
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& BONDED
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Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
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MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities
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CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 
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IN COMM OF MASS
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Asbestos & Mold Issues?
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Inspector Call Neal

617-593-1664 
neal@nealcoinspects.com

PAINTING & CARPENTRY
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(617) 549-6029 Free estimates
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No job too small
(617) 361-6532
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• Rubber Roof Systems
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                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS
Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

Woodworking 
class

No experience needed

Michael 
Keohane

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and 
odd job services. 

20+ years of experience.
Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

LANDSCAPING

NZOERoofing
Siding • Gutters

Carpentry • Painting
Flat Rubber RoofsFully Licensed and Insured 

Call Today!

781-963-5055

MICHAEL F. NASH 

& SONS INC

Family Owned

• Landscape maintenance 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial & Residential
• House Cleaning 
  Service Available
• Free estimates

• Fence Installation
• Paving

HOME REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION

CSL #78062
HIL #178014

617-719-4200
alexisremodeling@yahoo.com

Decks, Porches, Siding, Doors 
Windows, Kitchens and Bathrooms

CSL #78062  HIL #178014

GENERAL CONTRACTING

617-327-2231  617-953-8523

M. NAUGHTON 
CONTRCTING

Carpentry • House Painting • Masonry
Full or Partial Restoration of Home

Exterior Shingle • Clapboards • Decks
40 years in business

References, Licensed & Insured
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By Penny & ed CheruBino                                            

 As you plan your summer fun, 
remember that many services 
and transportation options are 
pet-friendly. Day trips, week-
ends away, more extended vaca-
tions, and a meal on a patio can 
often include your dog. There are 
also some options for traveling 
with cats.

Tours
 A recent social media post 
brought this topic to mind. 
The couple visited Boston with 
their dog and raved about how 
dog-friendly the city was. They 
were happy they could bring the 
pup on a tour of the Freedom 
Trail. It makes sense since that 
popular route happens in public 
spaces. The tour site mentions 
that “Dogs are not permitted in 
the historic burying grounds or 
the historic sites' buildings.”

Ferries
 These visitors and their dog 
also took a harbor tour. We know 
that Bay State Cruise Compa-
ny is one we have enjoyed with 
Poppy. They say, “Yes, we love 
dogs and they are allowed aboard 
at no additional charge. They 
are required, however, to have a 
leash.”

 You’ll find that ferry 
services, used by resi-
dents to reach their 
homes, are the 
most pet-friend-
ly. These in-
clude the 
Provincetown 
Ferries, The 
N a n t u c k e t 
and Mar-
tha’s Vine-
yard Steam-
ship Author-
ity, Casco Bay 
Lines in Port-
land, Maine, 
and the Block 
Island Ferry in 
Rhode Island.
 Check the specific 
regulations for any boat 
you plan to take. Each may 
have particular rules. For exam-
ple, The Casco Bay Line charges 
for dogs unless they are service 
dogs or in a carrier.
 These services generally ask 
that you keep your animal on a 
leash or in a carrier. Pets are 
often not allowed in food service 
areas. In many instances, they 
may not sit on passenger seats 
or at dining tables. All ask that 
the animal be well-behaved and 
not bother other passengers or 
their animals.

 We add two pieces of advice 
if you bring your dog on a dock 
or ferry. For safety, the ani-
mal should wear a well-fitting 

ARIANA KAMINSKI PHOTO

A lifejacket is essential if you 
bring a dog onto a dock or a 
boat. We also recommend a 
leash to help get a dog back 
to safety once in the water. 

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by 

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

www.buddydoghs.org

BRAD
Brad is an adorable pup 
who loves the company 
of his favorite people 
(but not everyone is 
his favorite!) He enjoys 
being carried around and 
cuddling on the couch. 
He’s fine around other 
dogs for walks but doesn’t 
like to share a home. Brad 
is about 2 years old and 
weighs 17 lbs.

Serving the JP Community
for over 15 years!

Independent & Locally-Owned

We are committed to 
providing the highest 
quality veterinary care 
for your pet

• General Medicine
• Surgery
• Dentistry
• Radiology
• Ultrasounds

10A Green St. Jamaica Plain | 617-524-7300
Visit jpanimalclinic.com today!

How to keep dogs 
safe this summer

Hot weather tips 
from the Animal Legal Defense Fund

SPeCial to the Gazette

 As summer 
approaches and 

t empera tures 
rise, so does 
the danger of 
dogs dying in 
hot cars, left 
to overheat 
by negligent 
owners.
 E v e n 
on a day when 
it’s 70 degrees 

outside, the 
t e m p e r a t u r e 

inside a car can 
hit 90 degrees in 

just 10 minutes. On 
a hot day, the tempera-

ture inside a closed car can 
shoot as high as 116 degrees in 

the same amount of time.
 What can you do to keep dogs 
safe this summer? The Animal 
Legal Defense Fund, the nation’s 
preeminent legal advocacy orga-
nization for animals, has some 
tips.
 1. Never leave a dog in a hot 
car.

Leaving an animal in a car for 
any amount of time is danger-
ous. Cracking a window doesn’t 
eliminate the risk of heatstroke 
or death, and in some states 
negligent owners can face up to 
one year imprisonment.
 If you have your dog with you:
 • Plan to visit animal-friend-
ly restaurants and shops.
 • Bring a friend who can stay 
with your dog while you run into 
a store.
 • Leave your dog at home 
where he is safe and comfortable 
in the air conditioning.

 2. If you see an animal in 
distress, call 911.
 Calling 911 is the first step 
to saving that animal’s life. Most 
states allow a public safety of-
ficer to break into the car and 
rescue an animal if his life is 
threatened.

 3. Know your rights.
 Social media posts have circu-
lated across the country urging 
people to break a window if they 

Continued on page 10

City Paws

By Land or By Sea

Continued on page 10

JP PETSJP PETS
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Angell Animal Medical Center offers a whole-health approach to caring 
for your pet, providing comprehensive general medicine services as well 
as compassionate specialty care.

•  Examinations
•  Spay and neuter services
•  Management for patients with chronic

 disease, such as kidney failure or diabetes
•  Geriatric medicine services
•  Dermatology services
•  Vaccinations

The paws you love
in the hands you trust. 

angell.org/primary
Boston and Waltham:  617-524-5653

Danvers:  978-304-4648
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lifejacket and always be on a 
leash. The ferry services have 
life jackets for humans but not 
for animals. Sadly, we know of 
a dog that drowned at our yacht 
club because it could not get back 
onto the dock after diving into 
the water.

MBTA and Amtrak
 The MBTA is a bit pet-friend-
ly. They say, “Service animals 
are allowed on the T at all times. 
Non-service dogs are not allowed 
on the T during peak hours: 7 

AM –10 AM and 4 PM – 7 PM on 
weekdays.”
 Amtrak says you may bring 
a small dog or cat (up to 20 lbs 
including carrier) aboard some 
lines for a fee of $29 or $39. 
Check the Amtrak site for spe-
cifics.

Patio Dining with Dogs
 For years, we were able to 
dine with our dogs in Province-
town. Now, many other munici-
palities have set up restaurant 
systems to allow legal dining 
with dogs on patios. We hope this 
trend continues and widens.
 As with all the exceptions 
to the old rules that once said, 
“PETS NOT ALLOWED,” it’s up 

to those of us who advocate to 
spend our recreational time with 
our animals to give the haters no 
arguments to use against us.
 We love it when we walk away 
from a “dogs allowed” patio and 
have other patrons say, “We 
didn’t know you had a dog with 
you.” We protect the gradual 
loosening of municipal rules with 
good behavior and with support 
for the political friends of our 
right to enjoy time with our pets 
in public spaces.

 Do you have a question or top-
ic for City Paws? Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your request.

see a dog trapped inside a hot 
car, but you should know your 
local laws.
 • Only 12 states — Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Indiana, 
Kansas, Massachusetts, Wis-
consin, Florida, Ohio, Vermont, 
Oregon, and Tennessee — allow 
“good Samaritans” to break a car 
window to save an animal.
 • Almost all of those states 
require “good Samaritans” to 
contact law enforcement before 

breaking into the car.
 • In 14 states, only public 
officials such as law enforcement 
and humane officers can legally 
break into a car to rescue an an-
imal (Delaware, Illinois, Maine, 
Maryland, Minnesota, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, New York, 
North Carolina, North Dakota, 
Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vir-
ginia, and Washington).
 • In New Jersey and West 
Virginia, although it is illegal 
to confine an animal in a hot 
car, no one has the statutory 
authority to break into a vehicle 
to save the animal, not even law 
enforcement.

 4. Let people know it’s not 
okay to leave an animal unat-
tended in a car.
 If you see someone leave their 
animal in a parked car, consider 
politely approaching them and 
letting them know that even if 
it’s a pleasant day outside, the 
temperature inside the car can 
skyrocket fast. The Animal Le-
gal Defense Fund has created a 
printable flyer you can download 
at aldf.org/hotcars.
 For more information on 
keeping dogs safe this summer 
visit aldf.org/hotcars.

JP Licks
659 Centre St.

Jamaicaway Books
676 Centre St.

JP Realty
7 Harris St.

Apartment Building
45 Burnett St.

The Cooperative Bank
3531Washington St.

JP Seafood
730 Centre St.

Unlimited Realty
673 Centre St.

Happy Market
128 South St.
Blanchard's
741 Centre St.

Dunkin'
755 Centre St.

Bank of America
677 Centre St.
Eastern Bank

Centre St.
CVS

704 Centre St.
Ace  Hardware 
656 Centre St.

True Value
698 Centre St.

City Feed & Supply
672 Centre St.

Rockland Trust Bank
515 Centre St.

CVS
467 Centre St.

MSPCA
350 S. Huntington St.

Stop & Shop
301 Centre St.

Bank of America
Centre St.

Latino Restaurant
304 Centre St.

Freddy Market 
302 Centre St.

Melo's Market
331 Centre St.
Rizzo's Piza

347 Centre St.
Martial Academy

363 Centre St.
Tropical Market

371 Centre St.

Laundromat
270 Centre St.

Camillo Liquor
280 Centre St.

Check Cash
282 Centre St.

Jamaica Laundry
410 Centre St.
Zestos Pizza
460 Centre St.

Evergreen Café
154 Green St.

The Forbes Building
545 Centre St.
Gentle Dental
612 Centre St.
Southern JP  

Health Center
640 Centre St.
Smoke Shop

566 Centre St.
The Purple Cactus

674 Centre St.
Polkadog Bakery

44 South St.
Fiore's Bakery

55 South St.
Italian Pizza
172 South St.

Metro Mark Apt.
3615 Washington St.

Metro Mark Apt.
3611 Washington St.

Rossmore Laundromat
7 Rossmore Rd

BMC Market
3390 Washington St.
Ruggiero's Market
3345 Washington St.

Brookside  Community
3297 Washington St.

JP Apts.
3200washington St.

Papis Market
3145 Washington St.

YMCA
3134 Washington St.

10 Store
3122 Washington St.

Chauncy Liquor Mart
3100 Washington St.

Praviana
3093 Washington St.

Egleston Pizza
308 Washington St.

Landromax
Washington & Columbus

Walgreens
Columbus

Academy Market
1580 Columbus

Goddard House
201 Huntington St.

Mt. Pleasant Home
301 Huntington St.

Where to find the Gazette?

Pet Safety
Continued from page 8

City Paws
Continued from page 8

JP PETSJP PETS Ensuring your pets are 
included in emergency plans
Special to the Gazette

 The Animal Rescue League of 
Boston (ARL) wants to remind 
the public that pets need to be 
included as a part of planning for 
any emergency. When it comes 
to pets, it starts with having 
a sturdy and comfortable crate 
at the ready, should the need 
to transport your animal arise. 
Additionally, your pets need a 
go-bag to make sure they’re tak-
en care of. The bag should be wa-
terproof, and contain necessities 
for your animals including:
 • Several days’ worth of food 
and water
 • Portable food and water 
bowls
 • A manual can opener and 
utensils
 • Kitty litter and disposable 
litter boxes, newspaper, potty 
pads
 • Trash bags, paper towels 
and other pet sanitation needs
 • Pet first-aid kit
 • Collar with ID tags

 • Extra leashes
 • Grooming items
 • Medications and medical 
records stored in a waterproof 
bag
 • Toys and treats
 • Bedding
 Preparing this kit is also an 
opportunity to ensure that your 
pet’s microchip information is 
correct and up-to-date. Addi-
tionally, the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency (FEMA) 
suggests carrying a picture of 
you with your pet, just in case 
you become separated.
 For 125 years, The Animal 
Rescue League of Boston (ARL) 
has responded to the needs of 
animals and the people who care 
about them. 
 With over 1,200 dedicated 
volunteers and 100 staff mem-
bers, ARL lends unwavering 
support to local animals, fam-
ilies, and neighborhoods. We 
provide outstanding veterinary 
care, adoption, and field ser-
vices. They also confront the 
root causes of animal cruelty and 
neglect through special police in-
vestigation and advocacy aimed 
at strengthening the laws that 
protect animals.
 ARL does not receive govern-
ment grants or public funding 
and relies on the generosity of 
our supporters to help animals 
in need. They ask all those who 
share our goals to reaffirm a 
commitment to the future we all 
hope to achieve.

A sample pet emergency kit.



 Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   JUNE 28, 2024  •    11

Wu announces Roundhead Brewing and Fresh Food 
Generation Beer Garden to travel to various Boston parks

Special to the Gazette

 Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department have announced 
a partnership with Roundhead 
Brewing Company and Fresh 
Food Generation to bring Alian-
za, a first-of-its-kind traveling 
beer garden series, to seven of 
Boston’s parks throughout the 
summer with food and beverages 
for all ages. The first activation 
launched in South Boston at A 
Street Park on June 19. 
  “Our parks and open spac-
es create opportunities to build 
community across generations,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “That’s 
why I’m so thrilled for our trav-
eling beer garden to make stops 
across the city to activate our 
parks in new ways this summer 
by bringing people together in 
partnership with Roundhead 
Brewing Company and Fresh 
Food Generation.”

 “We can’t wait to activate our 
parks with this exciting partner-
ship,” said Parks Commissioner 
Ryan Woods. “Alianza presented 
by Roundhead and Fresh Food 
Generation is a unique opportu-
nity for residents to enjoy great 
local beer, delicious food, and 
the beauty of their neighborhood 
parks.” 
 Alianza (Alliance), the name 
for this beer garden series, 
speaks to the local business part-
nership, and invites attendees 
to travel and build community 
across neighborhoods. At each lo-
cation, Alianza will operate from 
Wednesday to Sunday during the 
hours of 2:00 - 9:00 p.m for two 
consecutive weeks before trav-
eling to the next City of Boston 
park.
 “Roundhead is excited to 
bring people together across Bos-
ton’s neighborhoods,” said Luis 
Espinoza, co-owner of Round-
head Brewing Company. “I am 

very proud to combine our cul-
tures, and be a part of something 
that can only happen here in 
Boston.”
 “Every two weeks, not only 
will the location change, but we 
will be featuring a new menu 
item in honor of each neighbor-
hood,” said Cassandria Camp-
bell, CEO of Fresh Food Gener-
ation, a Boston native. “We’re 
excited to take our restaurant 
services on the road and cre-
ate experiences in neighborhood 
parks as another place for people 
to connect.”
 The schedule is as follows and 
can also be found at roundhead-
brewing.com/alianza-park-se-
ries: 
 • Forsyth Park - Fenway 
 July 3-July 14
 • LoPresti Park - East Boston
 July 17- July 28 
 • Marcella Playground - Rox-
bury 
 July 31- August 4

 • Jamaica Pond Pine Bank - 
Jamaica Plain 
 August 14 - August 25
 • Franklin Park (Giraffe En-
trance) - Dorchester 
 August 28 - September 8
 • Brighton Common- All-
ston-Brighton 
 September 11 - September 22
 For more information about 

Boston’s parks please visit Bos-
ton.gov/parks. Stay updated 
with news, events, and design 
and construction work in Boston 
parks by signing up for our email 
list at bit.ly/Get-Parks-Emails 
and following our social channels 
@bostonparksdept on X, Face-
book, and Instagram.
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Discover 
The Newman School

www.newmanboston.org/admission/learn-more
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Private School for Grades 7-12 
in the Back Bay

Schedule a school tour today!

Learning in the 
Heart of Boston

Special to the Gazette

 Boston Lyric Opera (BLO), 
in collaboration with Midway 
Artist Studios, will establish a 
new artmaking and communi-
ty space for Boston’s cultural 
communities. The company has 
signed a multi-year lease for a 
14,000-square-foot signature lo-
cation at Midway Artist Studios 
in Boston’s Fort Point neighbor-
hood, expanding from its existing 
2,000-square-foot studio. BLO’s 
“Opera & Community Studios” 
will anchor the nearly 50-year-
old company’s artistic work with 
rehearsal and production space, 
and will further grow the vibrant 
Fort Point neighborhood with a 
place where artists and cultural 
organizations across disciplines 
can thrive.
 In addition to being BLO’s 
administrative hub, the Opera & 
Community Studios will accom-
modate a full range of artistic 
and creative activities, including 
music and staging rehearsals, 
public programs, education and 
community events, and produc-
ing operations. The Studios will 
welcome artists and cultural or-
ganizations from Midway, Fort 

Point and across Greater Boston, 
fostering a collaborative envi-
ronment and hosting convenings 
that strengthen the performing 
arts community. BLO will con-
tinue to present its mainstage 
shows at venues throughout the 
city.
 “This new space marks a 
milestone for BLO, for Boston, 
and for the broader arts com-
munity,” says Bradley Vernat-
ter, BLO Stanford Calderwood 
General Director & CEO. “It’s 
impossible to overstate the im-
portance of access to appropriate, 
dedicated arts and cultural space 
in Boston, especially space for ar-
tistic preparation and rehearsal 
for the performing arts,” he says. 
“The new studios will become a 
dependable place for individual 
artists and arts companies to 
collaborate and create.”
 The Opera & Community Stu-
dios are situated within Midway 
Artist Studios, a 200,000-plus 
square foot, artist-owned non-
profit building that provides 
work-live space for 89 artists 
in all artistic mediums. The 
space will be used in its current 
multi-level, open-format state 
over the next year, with a new, 

dedicated $10.5 million fund-
raising initiative to support the 
expansion and a potential build-
out of additional studios, support 
spaces, and amenities aimed for 
completion by the start of the 
2026/27 Season, which is BLO’s 
50th anniversary season. 
 In addition to housing BLO’s 
rehearsals and artistic opera-
tions, the space will accommo-
date other performing arts and 
non-profit organizations for a 
variety of uses.  For example, 
it recently hosted an event for 
the projection-based digital art 
festival Illuminus; the non-profit 
journal Boston Art Review held 
a launch event for its May is-
sue; and Commonwealth Shake-
speare Company will use the 
space for rehearsals of its free-to-
the-public summer production, 
“The Winter’s Tale.”
 “Opera is a cross-disciplinary 
art form that elevates all art 
forms,” says Raber Umphenour, 
President of Midway Artist Col-
lective. “So Midway, with its 
wide variety of work-live artists, 
is a natural home for Boston Lyr-
ic Opera. The fulfillment of this 

BLO expands creative space with Midway Artist Studios

Continued on page 13
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Three years ago this week, racial hatred 
came to our area

It was three years ago this week when an unspeakable act of violence, motivated by racial hatred, befell the 
peaceful seaside community of Winthrop.

The tranquility of a typical, early-summer Saturday afternoon was shattered when a 28 year-old white 
man, a native of Wareham who had been living in Winthrop for a short time with his wife, shot two Black 
persons, 60 year-old Ramona Cooper, a retired Air Force veteran who only recently had moved to Winthrop, 
and 68 year-old David Green, a Winthrop native and retired State Trooper who was beloved in the Winthrop 
community, in cold blood when their paths crossed on Shirley St. near Cross St.

Thanks to the quick response of Winthrop police and the heroism of Sgt. Nicholas Bettano, the suspect was 
shot in the street when he refused to put down his weapons (he was armed with two handguns). It is believed 
that the shooter, whose belongings later were found to contain white supremacist and anti-Semitic literature, 
was en route to the nearby local temple and synagogue with the intent of perpetrating a mass shooting incident 
before he was stopped by Sgt. Bettano.

To be sure, both Ramona Cooper and David Green happened to be in the wrong place at the wrong time. 
However, given that the shooter did not fire his weapon at white passers-by, his intent to shoot Cooper and 
Green solely because they were Black is undeniable.

Those of us who live in the Boston area like to think that we are immune from the sort of bigotry-inspired 
acts of violence that make the headlines in other states where gun laws are non-existent. However, the Anti-
Defamation League recently reported that acts of anti-Semtiism have spiked in Massachusetts in the past three 
years, more than doubling from 2020 to 2022 and then increasing a whopping 189 percent in 2023 from 
2022. The sad fact is that no place in America today is immune from the virus of prejudice.

For those of us who have called this area our home for many years, we still shudder whenever we visit 
Winthrop and drive down Shirley St. toward Cross St. -- the events of June 26, 2021, are just too terrible to 
contemplate.

However, the best way that we can honor the memories of Ramona Cooper and David Green is never to 
forget that tragic and horrible day and resolve to do whatever we can to end the evils of racism and all other 
forms of prejudice that are far too prevalent throughout our society.

No end in sight for housing crisis
Everyone on all sides of the political and economic spectrums are in agreement that there is a drastic short-

age of housing in this country. But similar to the adage about the weather, though everyone is talking about 
it, no one is doing anything about it.

The spike in interest rates to tame inflation over the past few years has been seen as one of the chief causes 
of the housing shortfall. Higher interest rates lessen the demand for some goods (such as automobiles) and 
services, but they also serve to put a lid on the supply of both new homes (because high interest rates impact 
home builders) and older homes (because existing owners cannot afford to give up the low rates on their 
current homes).

With fewer homes on the market at a time of surging demand because of the coming of age of Millennials 
and the influx of immigrants, the prices for new homes and rents are continuing to increase even in the face 
of higher interest rates. Zillow reports that the median home price in Massachusetts is $629,00, an increase 
of 8.8% in the past year -- with the median price of a home in the Boston area now almost $1 million, an 
increase of 10.9% in the past year.

It is estimated that given our larger population, the U.S. has failed to meet the demand for housing of all 
types, both single-family homes and multi-family rentals, by more than two million units per year ever since 
the Great Recession, thus creating the housing crisis we have today. But with interest rates still at their highest 
levels in decades, new home construction will continue to fall far short of demand for the foreseeable future. 
Higher interest rates also will continue to have the ripple effect of keeping Baby Boomers and Gen Xers in 
their current homes (where they have low interest rates), thereby further decreasing the inventory of homes 
on the market for younger home-buyers.

In addition to high interest rates, a host of other factors -- restrictive zoning laws, supply chain issues, a 
shortage of construction and trade workers, and the conversion of single-family homes to short-term rentals 
such as Airbnb -- also are contributing to our housing shortage. 

The lack of housing has two other significant impacts: The first is that it affects our economy because it 
reduces the mobility of the nation’s workforce. Individuals no longer can just pull up stakes and leave for 
greener pastures (and new job opportunities) when home prices are out of reach everywhere. 

The housing shortage also affects our national mood. Ever since our founding, America has been a land of 
opportunity. But with the American Dream now out of reach for most American families, pessimism about 
the future has replaced the optimism that prevailed for every previous younger generation in our society. 

In short, what it comes down to is this: Our society is failing to meet the demand for shelter -- which is 
among the most basic of all human needs -- and no one has a solution to this ever-worsening problem.

Special to the Gazette

 Every year in Massachusetts, 
illegal fireworks cause fires, ex-
plosions, property damage, and 
serious injuries. As we enter the 
weeks around July 4th, when 
more than 60% of these incidents 
occur, State Fire Marshal Jon M. 
Davine is reminding residents 
and visitors to leave fireworks 
to the professionals.
 “Fireworks are inherent-
ly dangerous,” said State Fire 
Marshal Davine. “Possessing or 
using them in Massachusetts 
requires licensing and certifica-
tion. They are illegal for personal 
use here even if purchased legal-
ly in another state. These laws 
work: the rate of fireworks inju-
ries in Massachusetts is about 
one-fifth the national average.”
 Over the past five years, fire-
works have caused 532 fires and 
explosions, about $1.5 million 
in property damage, and more 
than 200 serious injuries that 
required treatment in a hospital 
emergency department. The fol-
lowing incidents were reported 
last year alone:
 • On May 21, 2023, a Kings-
ton man who was allegedly man-
ufacturing destructive devices 
for use as homemade fireworks 
suffered life-altering injuries to 
his hands, chest, and face. He 
was MedFlighted to Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital. Addi-
tional devices found at the scene 
were secured and rendered safe 
by the State Police Bomb Squad.

 • On July 3, 2023, commer-
cial-grade fireworks caused a 
fire on the second-floor porch 
of a multi-family home in Chel-
sea. State Police fire investiga-
tors assigned to the State Fire 
Marshal’s office and Chelsea 
officials determined that com-
mercial-grade aerial fireworks 
being discharged in front of a 
nearby masonry business struck 
the rear porch and ignited com-
bustible materials. Additional 
fireworks were found nearby and 
seized.
 • On July 4, 2023, a West 
Yarmouth man was badly in-
jured after attempting to dis-
charge illegal fireworks. He was 
transported first to Cape Cod 
Hospital and then to Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital with se-
vere injuries to his right hand 
and thigh.
 • On July 5, 2023, a teenage 
boy lost part of his hand and a 
teenage girl suffered burn inju-
ries after igniting illegal fire-
works in Hyde Park. Both were 
transported to the hospital for 
their injuries.
 • On July 7, 2023, a resi-
dential structure fire in Dan-
vers displaced four residents. 
State Police and Danvers fire 
investigators determined that 
it was caused by the unsafe use 
of sparklers in the home’s base-
ment during an Independence 
Day party. This was the second 

Have a safe, happy Fourth of July: 
leave fireworks to the professionals

Continued on page 13
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shared vision is the culmination 
of a decades-long effort to find 
a creative collaborator for this 
unique space. Together, Mid-
way Artist Studios and Boston 
Lyric Opera will contribute to a 
strengthening of the performing 
arts throughout the City of Bos-
ton as we continue to grow the 
cultural presence in Fort Point.”
 Fort Point is one of New En-
gland’s largest artists’ communi-
ties, with three dedicated artist 
buildings and cultural organi-
zations like Artists for Human-
ity and the Boston Children’s 
Museum, and institutions like 
GrubStreet and the Institute 
for Contemporary Art nearby. 
“Since joining Midway, its resi-
dents and leadership have wel-
comed us openly, along with the 
entire neighborhood whose resi-
dents have worked for decades to 
create and maintain artist hous-
ing and work spaces,” Vernatter 
says. “We are proud to contribute 
to this community – by uplifting 
Fort Point’s artistic history and 
expanding its cultural footprint 
through new opportunities.”
 While the Opera & Communi-
ty Studios space is a leap forward 
in satisfying many needs for ar-
tistic preparation and operations 
for BLO and others, Vernatter 
says, the company continues to 
explore collaborative solutions 
for a dedicated venue for large-
scale mainstage performances 
that meets the needs of modern 
audiences and artists across dis-
ciplines. “One of Boston’s great-
est unrealized opportunities is 
a modern performance venue to 
harness the artistic ambitions 
and scale of opera, join commu-
nities across different cultural 
sectors, and support the econom-
ic stability of many artists and 
art forms,” he says. Meanwhile, 
BLO will continue to present 
its mainstage shows at various 
venues throughout the city.

 Members of the public will 
have a chance to tour the Op-
era & Community Studios space 
during this fall’s Fort Point Open 
Studios in October.

Reaction From 
City Leaders

 Mayor’s Office of Arts and 
Culture Chief Kara Elliott-Or-
tega highlighted the significance 
of BLO’s Fort Point expansion: 
“This is exciting news for one 
of the city’s largest and most 
enduring performing arts com-
panies – and the city’s largest 
artist work-live artist housing 
project. BLO has been part of the 
city’s cultural fabric for nearly 
50 years; this underscores good 
things for Midway, BLO and per-
forming artists who will make 
valuable use of this new cultural 
space. The creation of more ac-
cessible and affordable rehearsal 
and studio and venue space like 
this continues to be a priority for 
the city and our performing arts 
community.
 City of Boston Chief of Hous-
ing and Director of the Mayor’s 
Office of Housing Sheila A. Dil-
lon applauded the expansion and 
collaboration. “Congratulations 
to Midway Artist Studios, Boston 
Lyric Opera and many other lo-
cal organizations on the creation 
of a new cultural space that will 
benefit not only the Fort Point 
neighborhood, but all of Boston,” 
Dillon says. “The unique integra-
tion of affordable artist work-live 
housing with creative cultural 
performing arts and rehearsal 
spaces is particularly notewor-

thy. The residents of Midway 
continue to create a welcoming 
and vibrant community by pro-
viding both income restricted 
artist housing and space for local 
artists and performing arts.  It 
is rewarding to see the long term 
investments in artist housing 
yielding benefits for organiza-
tions large and small.”

Reaction From Artistic 
And Other Leaders

 BLO Board Chair Alicia 
Cooney and Board President 
Wayne Davis shared enthusiasm 
for the project as a reflection of 
the company’s future: “The es-
tablishment of this new space is 
a leap forward for opera and for 
Boston. It provides a dependable 
environment for creative work 
and rehearsals and also reinforc-
es our commitment to enriching 
the cultural landscape of Bos-
ton,” Cooney says.  “This wouldn’t 
have been possible without the 
extraordinary generosity of the 
many people who have contribut-
ed to making our shared vision a 
reality. We welcome the broader 
community to join us in bringing 
this space to life for the perform-
ing arts in Boston.”
 BLO Artistic Director Nina 
Yoshida Nelsen called the project 
“a new era for opera in Boston.”
 “A dedicated studio space to 
support our artists, opera artists 
across the Boston area, and the 
broader cultural sector is a thrill-
ing thing to provide,” Nelsen says. 
“The studios will enable cross-dis-
cipline collaborations and wel-
come audiences and neighbors 

into the artistic and creative pro-
cess. It is a place for our commu-
nity to gather and participate in 
extraordinary artmaking togeth-
er. This is a new era for opera in 
Boston. ”
 Boston Opera Collaborative 
Executive Director Alexis Peart, 
who has performed with BLO and 
is a member of its Emerging Artist 
cohort, recognizes a benefit in 
the new space for smaller opera 
companies. “To have a centralized 
location where opera artists and 
other makers can gather to work 
on creative projects, get inspira-
tion from like-minded artists, and 
find a place for rehearsals and 
informal showings of in-process 

works will be an incredible asset 
to the Boston arts scene,” Peart 
says. “The new space is sure to 
be a game-changer. I could not be 
more excited to see its growth and 
continued development.”
 Founding Artistic Director 
of Commonwealth Shakespeare 
Company (CSC) Steve Maler, who 
directed BLO & CSC’s co-produc-
tion of Romeo & Juliet” in 2022, 
says “Boston has a severe short-
age of affordable and accessible 
rehearsal spaces and performing 
arts venues. We’re so thrilled that 
CSC’s upcoming free production of 
“The Winter’s Tale” will rehearse 
at this new location and we look 
forward to using the space for 
future rehearsals, events and per-
formances.”
 Over its nearly 50 years pro-
ducing opera in Boston, Boston 
Lyric Opera’s (BLO) mission is to 
build curiosity, enthusiasm and 
support for opera through compel-
ling experiences that connect, in-
spire and reflect our community. 
With more than 170 performanc-
es  each year on main stages, in 
school-based youth performances, 
and through free public concerts, 
BLO tells stories that reflect the 

diversity of our community. 

year in a row in which sparklers 
caused a fire that displaced all 
residents from a home: in 2022, 
a similar fire in Dracut went to 
three alarms.
 Massachusetts law requires 
police to seize any illegal fire-

works they encounter in the 
course of their duties. People 
who use or possess them illegally 
are also subject to a fine, while 
the illegal sale of fireworks is an 
arrestable offense that carries 
potential jail time.
 “We want everyone to have 
a safe, happy Fourth of July,” 
State Fire Marshal Davine said. 
“Please don’t risk a fire, inju-
ry, or a day in court. There are 

dozens of permitted municipal 
shows across Massachusetts this 
season, so leave fireworks to the 
professionals.”
 The Department of Fire Ser-
vices posts a list of permitted 
fireworks displays and updates 
it each week through the sum-
mer. To view the list – and to 
learn more about the dangers of 
illegal fireworks – visit the DFS 
website. 

Fourth of July
Continued from page 12
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SERVICES
David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 
617-676-5676.

HEDGE CUTTING: Looking for help landscaping? Call Glenn 617-477-
7669
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Advertise your services! Call 617-524-7662

Christine Rose, LMT
Trained in Lymphatic Drainage, Deep Tissue/Sports and Swedish Massage

3464 Washington Street JP.  
www.imanimassage.com • 617.821.2875! 

Imani ~ a relaxation place
MASSAGE

FITNESS TRAINING
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CHIROPRACTORS

 Chiropractic Care  
Dr. T.J. Mercurio 

Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

For Your 
HealtH Mind & BodY

Sally Friar, DC
520 Centre St., JP

617-458-1613
by appointment only

Friar
Chiropractic

ChiropraCtiC pErSoNaL FitNESS CoaChiNG

$89
30 Day All Access 

Coaching Trial
New clients only

617-435-0213 • info@myjpfitness.com

Are you MINDing YOUR business? 
Advertise your services here!  

Call 617-524-2626 x223 or 225

G.J. “Chip” Bradish, LMHC
Jamaica Plain, MA  • 617.524.6807
gjbradish@gmail.com
www.centerground.org

Practicing in JP since 1996.

for growth and development. New group starting this fall.CoaChiNG aND CoUNSELiNG
R
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BLO
Continued from page 11

Boston Lyric Opera has added 14,000 square feet of raw brick-and-beam space to its 2,000-square-
foot offices at Midway Artist Studios in Boston’s Fort Point neighborhood.
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APONTE  NAMED TO 
LASELL UNIVERSITY 
SPRING 2024 DEAN'S 
LIST
 Leslie Aponte, a Lasell Uni-
versity student from Jamaica 
Plain, was named to the Dean's 
List for their academic perfor-
mance in the Spring 2024 semes-
ter.
 To be named to the Dean's 
List, Lasell students must com-
plete at least 12 credits as a 
full-time student and achieve a 
semester GPA of 3.5 or higher.

AUSTIN NAMED TO 
REGIS COLLEGE'S 
SPRING 2024 DEAN'S 
LIST
 Regis College proudly an-

nounced that Liam Austin of 
Jamaica Plain was named to the 
university's Spring 2024 Dean's 
List recognizing their outstand-
ing academic achievements.
 "Being named to the Dean's 
List is a testament to students' 
persistent commitment to their 
academic journey throughout 
the semester," said Dr. Mary 
Erina Driscoll, PhD, the Provost 
and Vice President of Academic 
Affairs. "At Regis, we prioritize 
the development of students' 
character and confidence, equip-
ping them with the skills they 
need for a successful career and 
life of meaning. Recognition on 
the Dean's List reflects Liam's 
resolute dedication to academic 
excellence."
 To earn a spot on the Dean's 
List, Regis sophomores, juniors, 

seniors, and professional studies 
students must have a GPA of 
3.5 or higher; first-year students 
must have a GPA of 3.25 or 
higher. Additional criteria can 
be found in Regis' Academic Cat-
alog.
 

ADLER NAMED TO THE 
DEAN'S LIST AT BATES 
COLLEGE
 Zak Adler of Jamaica Plain 
Mass. , was named to the Dean's 
List at Bates College for the 
winter semester ending in April 
2024. This is a distinction earned 
by students whose grade point 
average is 3.92 or higher.
 Adler is still considering a 
major at Bates.
 Located in Lewiston, Maine, 
Bates is internationally recog-
nized as a leading liberal arts 
college, attracting about 2,000 
students from across the U.S. 
and around the world. Since 
1855, Bates has been dedicated 
to educating the whole person 
through creative and rigorous 
scholarship in a collaborative 
residential community. Commit-
ted to opportunity and excel-
lence, Bates has always admitted 
students without regard to gen-
der, race, religion, or national 
origin. Cultivating intellectual 
discovery and informed civic ac-
tion, Bates prepares leaders sus-
tained by a love of learning and 
zeal for responsible stewardship 
of the wider world.

By Stan Hurwitz,ClaSS of 
1967 | SpeCial to tHe Gazette

 The 200th Graduation Cere-
mony of The English High School 
of Boston, America’s first free 
public high school, was held on 
June 7 at the Boston Convention 
Center. Guests were welcomed 
by EHS Head of School Caitlin 
Murphy. The guest speaker was 
Alex Geourntas, EHS ’79, the 
Boston City Clerk.
 Geourntas said, “I want to 
welcome you as English High’s 
newest Alumni. You are joining 
a special group of accomplished 
alumni including Brigadier Gen-

eral Enoch ‘Woody’ Woodhouse, 
Class of ’44, who served our coun-
try as a Tuskegee Airman and 
practiced law for over 40 years.” 
Woodhouse was mentioned by 
name by President Biden at 
the recent 80th anniversary of 
D-Day in Normandy, France. 
Geourntas added, “Your Alumni 
Association is an outstanding 
resource that can have a lasting 
positive impact in your life.”
 Student speakers were (photo 
- left to right) Annya Vargas who 
hopes to become a cardiologist; 
Maleek Haley, who will attend 
New England College; and Lelo 
Veillard who plans to attend Sa-

lem State University. 
 Maleek received one of the 
three Stella and Emmanuel 
Mavridis Scholarships. Annya 
was awarded the first Cullen 
Family Scholarship. All told, 
the Class of ’24 includes 104 
graduates and students have 
been accepted at 37 colleges and 
post-secondary opportunities.  
 The English High School 
Association, the Alumni group, 
awarded a total of $13,650 in 
scholarships to deserving grads, 
including five newly established 
scholarships. These included The 
Cullen Family Scholarship, The 
Alice and Harry Eramian Schol-

arship, The Richard M. Long 
Esq.  Scholarship, The Errol L.C. 
Brown Memorial Scholarship, 
and The DeWayne Walker Me-
morial Scholarship. 
 For information and/or to 

make a tax-deductible donation 
or establish a new scholarship, 
contact EHSA President Mike 
Thomas ‘67: 781-956-4774 / 
mthomas@englishhighalumni.
org.

America’s oldest free public high 
school celebrates 200th graduation
English High of Boston Alumni award record $13,650 in scholarships

English High grads are all smiles on graduation day.

  Tel: 617-524-0243 • Cell: 617-438-1472
FayeSimonRealEstate.com • frmcsimon@hotmail.com
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REAL ESTATE

Rentals & Sales
Faye  R. Simon
Real Estate Broker

Your Personal Real Estate Professional

Congratulations 
To All 2024 Graduates!!

730 Center Street, JP 02130
617-983-5177 • www.jpseafoodcafe.com

We’re open 
Tuesdays thru Sundays 

12 Noon to 9pm

Inside Seating | Delivery & Pick-up
Voted Best Asian Restaurant!!

in
“Best of JP”
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Jamaica Plain Gazette

Congrats, 2024 Grads!
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Graduates!!

Congratulations to all 2024 Graduates!!

LOCAL STUDENT IN THE NEWS
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REAL ESTATE

YOUR BUSINESS HERE

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Your local & Independent Realtor 
25 + years of Experience 

Put my knowledge to work for you!
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Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
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loveliveboston@gmail.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Joe Fallon
617-594-0761

joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR

INTERIOR DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYPROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES

  Tel: 617-524-0243
Cell: 617-438-1472

FayeSimonRealEstate.com
frmcsimon@hotmail.com

FAYE SIMON  
REAL ESTATE

Rentals & Sales

Faye  R. Simon
Real Estate Broker

Your Personal Real Estate Professional

REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
[re]al estate

re teamwork

REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
[re]al estate

re teamwork

REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
[re]al estate

re teamwork

REAL ESTATE

“I couldn’t have asked for a more efficient 
and stress free experience.  Randal and Erik 
made everything seem so easy.” Kathy B.

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
[re]al estate

re teamwork

REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
[re]al estate

re teamwork

REAL ESTATE

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Your local & Independent Realtor 
25 + years of Experience 

Put my knowledge to work for you!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

617.453.3620   focusre.compsum

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

#617-306-7804 • #857-205-6945
loveliveboston@gmail.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Advertise your professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 

Call the Gazette at 617.524.7662

or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Give someone the gift of Vibrant 
Health, Harmony & Peace of Mind

Acupuncture helps with
Pain, Stress, Anxiety, Digestion 

Issues, Migraine, Insomnia, 
or just overall wellness!Rana Hamdan

Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957  

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            
Resonance-acupuncture.com                 
@resonanceacu

Gift Certificates Available

hello@res-acu.com

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      

929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            

resonance-acupuncture.com  

ACUPUNCTURE
Joe Fallon

617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR

INTERIOR DESIGN for everybody.
Christine Cavataio
LEED AP, NCIDQ and Certified Cruelty Free

617-510-8659
livingbeingdesign@gmail.com
LivingBeingDesign.com

INTERIOR DESIGN

Christine Cavataio, LEED AP, NCIDQ, CCF

617-510-8659
Livingbeingdesign.com

INTERIOR DESIGN: for all the details.

FIND US ONLINE: 
W W W . J A M A I C A P L A I N G A Z E T T E . C O M

professional?
Are  YOU being  Advertise your professional services here

 and watch your client base grow! 
Call the Gazette at   617.524.2626 x225 

or email patricia@jamaicaplaingazette.com

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon

Street
Boston,  MA 02114

(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU24P1087EA

Estate of:
Miguel Arroyo
Also Known as:
Michael Arroyo
Date of Death

07/05/2023
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has 
been filed by Michaela 
Chavelis Arroyo of 
Jamaica Plain, MA re-
questing that the Court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Michaela Chavelis 
Arroyo of Jamaica Plain, 
MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 07/15/2024.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty days (30) 
days of the return day, 

action may be taken 
without further notice 
to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised ad ministration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 

the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: June 03, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett, 
Esq.,
Register of Probate

06/28/24
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.

Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU24P1127EA

Estate of:
Milton Bordwin
Date of Death:
05/08/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has 
been filed by Andrew J. 
Bordwin of Hastings-ON-
Huds NY, requesting that 
the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and 
for such other relief 
as requested in the 

Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Andrew J. Bordwin 
of Hastings-ON-Huds NY, 
be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 07/23/2024.
This is NOT a hearing 

date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty days (30) 
days of the return day, 
action may be taken 
without further notice 
to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised ad ministration 
is not required to file 

an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: June 11, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

06/28/24
JP

DO YOU NEED TO RUN A LEGAL NOTICE?
Don’t forget to check at the court to see if you qualify for a fee-waiver!
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