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 CELEBRATING 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY AT 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB

The Brendan Behan Pub was a sought-after destination 
to celebrate St Patrick’s Day with some Guinness, good 
friends, and good times. Pictured above, Ruairi Scott, 
Conor Magee, Chris Losty, and Cormac Eastwood came 
over from Ireland to see how we celebrate St Patrick’s 
Day in Boston.  Right, aspiring actor Carly Calbreath 
reads Secrets Of Voiceover Secrets in the back patio. 
Below, a look at Brendan Behan Pub on St Patrick’s Day. 
See Pages 10 and 11 for more photos.

Staff RepoRt

The Housing and Development 
Committee (HDC) of the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council 
(JPNC) held a regular monthly 
meeting this past Tuesday.

Chairperson Renee Stacey 
Welch and the committee and 
community members who were 
in attendance took up a number 
of issues.

The committee initially elected 
new members to fill its vacant 
seats. The JPNC’s by-laws pro-

vide that each of its sub-commit-
tees may have five members who 
are members of the full JPNC and 
10 who are community members.

There were four candidates, 
Danielle Sommer, Lorenzo Bar-
toloni, Omer Hecht, and Peter 
DeCotis, all of whom are mem-
bers of the full JPNC, for the two 
open seats for JPNC members.

After each presented the rea-
sons why they desired to serve 

Special to the Gazette

Last Saturday afternoon, 
friends and family gathered at 
the Loring Greenough House to 
celebrate the Life and Service of 
long-time Jamaica Plain resident 
Karen Wepsic, who passed away 
on October 15, 2022.

The Invocation and Benedic-
tion were given by Rev. Ashlee 
Wiest-Laird of the First Baptist 
Church.  Other speakers who 
spoke were from the Footlight 
Club, MIT Sailing, Fenway Gar-
den Society, Peterborough Senior 
Center, the Jamaica Pond As-
sociation, and the Mission Hill 
and Fenway/South End neigh-
borhoods.

The following is taken from 
the memorial booklet that was 
available:

 Karen Wepsic was born 1938, 
the only child of parents Nils 
Okland (sea captain) and Sof-

ie Okland of Norway; Raised in 
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, Elementary 
school PS104, Karen maintained 
a “Victory Garden” in Brooklyn, 
an activity she would carry with 

JPNC Housing Committee elects 
three new members; hears of plans
for 1822 Arboretum Rd. project

Residents gather to celebrate 
the life of Karen Wepsic

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 7
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The program from the service.
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The Dominican Parade honored the heritage of the Caribbean 
nation and its contribution to the social fabric of our city. 
Above Members of Banilejos Unidos en el Exterior show 
off the agricultural bounty of the Dominican Republic. Right 
Lorrna and Gia Ortiz are members of the Hyde Sq Task Force. 
Below Mayor Michelle Wu leads The Dominican Parade 
as it marches down Centre Street from Hyde Square. See 
Pages 4-5, 10-11, and 16-17 for more photos.

ANNUAL DOMINICAN PARADE

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

Weber going to bat for those 
disappointed and frustrated 
with Forest Hills Cemetery 
By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Forest Hills Cemetery has 
drawn criticism from residents 
over the last several years due 
to the discontinuation of beloved 
events, changed policies, removal 
of trees, lack of communication, 
and more, but for those yearning 
for an explanation, there might 
be one on the horizon.

Ben Weber, District 6 City 
Councilor, who had residents 
reach out to his office about these 
issues, told the Jamaica Plain 
Gazette he had contacted ceme-
tery leadership. 

Specifically, Weber, who called 
Forest Hills Cemetery one of Bos-
ton’s jewels, noted that the cem-
etery’s leadership has offered to 
take him and his office on a tour.

“After hearing from a lot of 
neighbors of the cemetery con-
cerned about trees being cut 

down and restrictions on public 
access, my office reached out, and 
the cemetery leadership offered 
to take us on a tour. I hope that 
next week I will be able to meet 
with the president and get a 
concrete sense of what they are 
doing,” wrote Weber in a text 
message Wednesday morning. 

“My understanding is that the 
cemetery was created by a land 
swap between the city (then the 
City of Roxbury) and a non-profit 
entity on the condition that there 
would be public access to the 
grounds.  We need to make sure 
that promise is kept.”

The cemetery was founded in 
1848 by Roxbury’s Mayor at the 
time, Henry A.S. Dearborn, the 
first President of the Massachu-
setts Horticultural Society and, 
according to the National Park 

COURTESY PHOTO

The front gate of Forest Hills Cemetery.

Continued on page 7
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Two-and-a-half months ago, 
I decided to do this month’s col-
umn on “Project 2025 Presiden-
tial Transition Project” (“Project 
2025,” for short) back when the 
922-page set of dozens of differ-
ent documents and four “Pillars” 
published in 2023 wasn’t getting 
that much public attention. Four 
hundred scholars put together 
30 chapters, after all—a lot to 
take in.

The politics of the right-wing 
guide to dismantling our govern-
ment by Donald Trump when—
in Republicans imaginations, he 
becomes a newly reelected pres-
ident—has been talked about 
more and more as the election 
grows closer.

I realize I can’t describe Proj-
ect 2025 accurately without 
resorting to what sounds like 
negative hyperbole. Trump, J.D. 
Vance and their core Republican 
MAGA supporters have already 
used far too many nasty, false 
descriptions of their Democrat-
ic opponents for any civilized 
election.

Nevertheless, after reading 
various Project 2025 provisions, 
and especially introductory and 
other right-wing commentary, I 
realize I have to tell a very neg-
ative truth myself: Trump and 
Vance are not just “weird,” like 
Kamala Harris’s running mate 
Tim Walz first said.

This massive mess of right-
wing restrictions on freedom 

with instructions for the Trump 
administration in how to dis-
mantle our republic during his 
imagined coming presidency is 
completely bizarre.

All of us need to become aware 
and alert friends and family, 
especially those who say they 
plan to vote for either Trump, 
a third-party candidate, or not 
vote at all this fall. Those choices 
would be equal to voting for a 
radical conservative take-over 
of our federal government op-
erations themselves, not just 
policies.

Every vote not cast for Harris/
Walz might as well be for Trump/
Vance. And every vote not cast 
for the Democratic nominees is a 
vote for Project 2025, a plan for a 
strong-president form of author-
itarian, right-wing government 
to go into effect beginning in 
January.

Since so many people who 
learned about its contents re-
cently have reacted negatively, 
Trump has tried to claim that he 
isn’t familiar with the plan and 
doesn’t support it, but reporters 
from U.K. caught a leader in-
volved in creating Project 2025 
saying on tape that Trump likes 
it.

And 141 former advisors and 
staff from his presidency before, 
including lots of 2020 election 
insurrection supporters, put it 
together. Chalk Trump’s denial 
up to just another lie among 

hundreds he has told just re-
cently. American voters this fall 
weren’t born yesterday or after 
Jan. 6, 2021.

Project 2025 is full of links to 
scary action recommendations 
for creating a narrow authoritar-
ian regime by, for and of elites in 
the right-wing crowd composed 
of people not close to being in the 
majority in this country. 

	Go to Project 2025.org. Read 
“About Project 2025.” Click on 
any heading. You will be shocked 
and appalled by most everything 
you find. Also depressed. It’s 
view of the future is truly dysto-
pian.

If the founders of this coun-
try could read the documents, 
they would probably shout in 
alarm that Project 2025 is trea-
sonous. The actions it supports 
are plainly antithetical to what 
the drafters of the Declaration 
of Independence and then the 
Constitution of this country had 
in mind. Those historic figures 
were adamant that the position 
of president not be  strong au-
thoritarian one.

It is a strange shame, then, 
that a well-known conserva-
tive organization that calls it-
self “The Heritage Foundation,” 
along with 100 other conser-
vative groups, would fund and 
oversee this project to give the 
president much more power and 
control over the federal govern-
ment and the country itself than 
at present. But it did.

The introduction to Project 
2025 lays out its purpose quite 
frankly. The goal is to organize 
the take-over and remaking of 
the federal government by the 
right. Why they think that’s a 
good idea, it doesn’t say, strange-
ly enough. Their point is, appar-
ently, for the right to just create 
a climate where it can score more 
wins—a national championship, 
so to speak.

“...defeat the American left,” 
head of the Heritage Founda-
tion, Kevin D. Roberts, “PhD” 
commands in the locker-room 
speech, er, no, in the “Foreword” 
to the dense Project 2025 docu-
ment. 

It’s as if the openings of the 
Declaration and Constitution 
said the goal was to overthrow 
the British and have a govern-

ment by colonists—without giv-
ing any other purposes or rea-
sons for their recommendations.

Project 2025 never says how 
the country and its people would 
be better off if and when it’s im-
plemented during their longed-
for time when “conservatives” 
take over. (Could it be that their 
unconscious knows and therefore 
shows by omission that it won’t 
be?)

What happened to “en-
sure[ing] the general welfare?”  
What about “all men [sic] are 
created equal” and other lofty 
ideals expressed by the founders. 
The Heritage Foundation and its 
comrades don’t have any of those 
kinds of goals. Their focus is on 
plain conservative power, and 
they say so.

Talk about bizarre! Project 
2025 is a supposedly serious doc-
ument proposing huge changes 
in our government, but it reads 
like it was put together by a 
high school athletic department. 
Go Elephants (conservatives, i.e. 
us)! Beat the Donkeys (liberals, 
i.e. them)! Why? Because it’s 
their place/family/tradition ver-
sus another one, I guess. The 
authors and their organizations 
apparently think—immersed in 
privilege as many of them are—
they don’t need to say any more. 
It’s a very long, cynical set of 
statements.

The right-wing drafters call 
their nefarious plans for the first 
180 days “the playbook” of the 
imaginary Trump presidency 
and describe the first plays that 
need to be run after a Trump 
inauguration. After I wrote the 
previous sentence, I saw that 
what they call this “fourth Pil-
lar” is actually illustrated in the 
document with a pen-and-ink 
drawing with x’s and o’s of a foot-
ball play that might be found in 
a locker room. They’re not even 
embarrassed.

The header of the shallow in-
troduction to the whole thing 
says, more coach-like than Walz, 
who actually was a coach at one 
time: “Building now for a con-
servative victory through policy, 
personnel, and training.”

Prescriptions for more specific 
policy changes, the first Pillar 
of Project 2025, takes up 887 
pages. Below in italics are some 

of the hundreds of them—the 
few it chooses to highlight in the 
introduction—followed by my 
“translations” based on reading 
them and descriptions of them 
elsewhere. For other policy top-
ics, check the website. Warning: 
Some are hidden under chapter 
headings only vaguely related to 
them. Reading reliable sources 
about them is a good idea, too.

• Secure the border, finish 
building the wall, and deport ille-
gal aliens Trump killed a biparti-
san bill that would have done the 
former, and now he says he will 
organize the biggest deportation 
ever seen in this country. What 
to do about all the immigrants 
whose labor we need? None of the 
Republicans, including Project 
2025, say.

• De-weaponize the Federal 
Government by increasing ac-
countability and oversight of the 
FBI and DOJ. Put those agencies 
under direct control of the pres-
ident. Don’t let them prosecute 
Republicans or anyone else the 
Republican president doesn’t 
want prosecuted. Do let them 
prosecute those the president 
wants prosecuted. “Issue guid-
ance to ensure that litigation 
decisions are consistent with the 
President’s agenda and the rule 
of law,” the document orders.

• Unleash American ener-
gy production to reduce ener-
gy prices, “Drill, baby, drill.” 
The heck with the environment. 
Note: Also, in a murder/suicide 
advocacy move, climate is to 
be ignored in policy nationally 
with effects here and around the 
world, according to the Republi-
can platform.

• Make federal bureaucrats 
more accountable to the demo-
cratically elected President and 
Congress. Get rid of the what Re-
publicans call the “deep state,” 
that is, thousands of skilled, ex-
perienced, knowledgeable fed-
eral administration employees, 
and replace them with political 
appointees answerable to the 
president. And Congress? They 
mention it maybe until the right 
manages to completely discredit 
the legislative branch and.or lets 
it only investigate non-Repub-
licans and not really consider 

JP Observer 

By Sandra Storey / Special to the Gazette

Continued on page 3
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much legislation. See Project 
2029 (just kidding, for now, at 
least) for the fate of an elected 
Congress.

• Improve education by mov-
ing control and funding of ed-
ucation from DC bureaucrats 
directly to parents and state and 
local governments. Get rid of the 
Education Department and all 
national supports for education 
at all levels.

• Ban biological males from 
competing in women's sports. I 
told you Project 2025 is written 
fundamentally from a sports val-
ues and management perspec-
tive.

	“Want to be considered for 
positions in a presidential Ad-
ministration? Submit your re-
sume today to be included in 
the personnel database.” This 
is the introductory header of 
second Pillar of Project 2025. 
They are offering a question-
naire to fill out and a Plum book 
describing jobs in the imaginary 
future Trump administration. 
They continue with the sports 
values metaphor: “With the right 
conservative policy recommen-
dations and properly vetted and 
trained personnel to implement 
them, we will take back our gov-
ernment.”

Training at the “Presidential 
Administration Academy” is the 
third Pillar, called “Preparing 
Political Appointees to be Ready 
on Day One.” Currently offered 

online, Project 2025 says, “...
get credentialed, and  BE PRE-
PARED to serve the next Presi-
dent and the American people by 
advancing conservative policy at 
the federal level.”

Language is critically import-
ant when it comes to political 
come-ons like Project 2025. 	
It’s no accident that Project 2025 
always capitalizes “President” 
even when it’s not used as some-
one’s title. The Constitution it-
self and most things written in 
correct English don’t normally 
do that.

Please note the phrase “the 
next President and the American 
people” often used by the authors 
to describe the key entities in the 
right-wing notion of government. 
Congress, courts and the ad-
ministration are not mentioned 
much or positively for a reason. 
Three equal branches offering 
checks and balances that are key 
to our republic’s functioning ar-
en’t mentioned, that I could find.

Also note that they say the 
Project 2025 goal is “advancing 
conservative policy at the federal 
level” under a single conserva-
tive leader.

Thousands of recycling bins 
and more trash cans on people’s 
desktops (along with some col-
lege libraries, probably), may 
well be the final resting places 
for the garbage that is Project 
2025 this coming winter. During 
the next two months, people who 
do not want to see Project 2025 
enacted need to take action to 
help make sure it and its would-
be political beneficiaries fail to 
take control of this country.

Observer
Continued from page 2
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Chelsea man arrested in connection with bank robberies in JP and Hyde Park
Special to the Gazette

A Chelsea man was arrested 
last week in connection with 
the armed robberies of banks in 
Weymouth, Jamaica Plain and 
Hyde Park.   Keywan Kelly, 29, 
was charged with three counts 
of armed bank robbery. 

According to the charging doc-
uments from the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office, at approximately 11:52 
a.m. on July 1, 2024, a male 
– later allegedly identified as 
Kelly – entered a Bank of Amer-
ica branch in Weymouth wear-
ing gloves and a medical mask. 
Kelly allegedly approached 
a teller window and pushed a 
handwritten note towards the 
teller demanding $20,000 and 
threatened that he would  “kill 

you all,” while pointing a firearm 
at the teller. 

It is alleged that the teller 
then handed Kelly $15,000, after 
which Kelly demanded more and 
the teller gave him additional 
cash of approximately $4,000 to 
$5,000 before leaving the bank. 
During the robbery, Kelly al-
legedly made verbal threats such 
as, “Run that s**t before I blow 
this place up” and “I’ll kill all 
of you.”

Similarly, at approximately 
1:41 p.m. on July 16, 2024, a 
male – later allegedly identified 
as Kelly – entered the Rockland 
Trust Bank in Jamaica Plain 
wearing a black balaclava style 
mask, black clothing and white 
latex gloves. Kelly allegedly ap-
proached the teller window and 

handed the teller a note that 
read, “I need 20K no DyPacks I 
have 4 bombs I’ll Kill everyone 
make quick,” while brandishing 
a firearm. Kelly allegedly fled 
the bank on foot after receiving 
approximately $2,480 in cash 
from the teller. 

It is further alleged that, at 
approximately 10:09 a.m. on July 
26, 2024, a male – later alleged-
ly identified as Kelly – entered 
another Rockland Trust Bank 
branch in Hyde Park, again 
wearing a black balaclava style 
mask and gloves. There, Kelly 
allegedly handed the teller a 
handwritten note that included 
words to the effect of, “you’re be-
ing robbed give me cash,” before 
pointing a firearm at the teller. 
It is alleged that Kelly verbally 

threatened to “shoot” and de-
manded $20,000. Upon receiving 
approximately $3,000 in cash, 
Kelly took back the demand note 
and fled the bank. 

A subsequent investigation 
allegedly identified Kelly on the 
Weymouth bank’s video surveil-
lance and identified Kelly’s fin-
gerprints on the vehicle used 
as a getaway car following the 
Weymouth robbery. The inves-

tigation also allegedly revealed 
connections between Kelly and 
vehicles that were identified 
as being in the vicinity of the 
Jamaica Plain and Hyde Park 
banks at the time of the rob-
beries. Cell phone location data 
allegedly revealed that Kelly’s 
cell phone was present in the 
vicinity of each of the banks near 
the time of the robberies, accord-
ing to the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

PLACE YOUR AD
IN THE JAMAICA
PLAIN GAZETTE

CALL 
617-524-2626
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The Dominican Parade hon-
ored the heritage of the Caribbe-
an nation and its contribution to 
the social fabric of our city. The 
Parade started in Hyde Square 
and made its way to Franklin 
Park where a festival was held 
to celebrate the many residents 
of Boston from the Dominican 
Republic and their rich, vibrant 
culture. 

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

JAMAICA PLAIN HOLDS ANNUAL DOMINICAN PARADE

Parade revelry on Centre Street.

Roselyn Díaz is the Queen of 
the Mango.

Juan Manuel in a Carnival 
costume.

Raydeli Castillo, Queen of the 
Dominican Festival.

Young Lucas takes in the 
many sights of the Dominican 
Parade. 



 Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   AUGUST 23, 2024  •    5

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

JAMAICA PLAIN HOLDS ANNUAL DOMINICAN PARADE

Parade spectators line up on Centre Street by Mozart Park.

Residents on Centre Street show their Dominican spirit.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu cuts the ribbon with the Dominican Parade dignitaries to officially 
start the parade in Hyde Square. 

See more photos on Pages 10-11 and 16-17
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HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

 
HANDYMAN

Carpentry, Masonry, Fences, Painting & Odd Jobs 
No job too small!  Years of experience!!

T and P Handyman Service

617-279-9815

WOODWORKING CLASSES

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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www.earthenstone.works
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LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance 
• Hydroseeding 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial 

& Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation

• Paving

 617-590-25100
FULLY INSURED

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

AASSBBEESSTTOOSS  AANNDD  MMOOLLDD

Asbestos & Mold Issues?

Over 25 Years of Experience!

For a Licensed 
Inspector Call Neal

617-593-1664 
neal@nealcoinspects.com

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured
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Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634
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ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 
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Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com
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Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )
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Free estimates
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No job too small
(617) 361-6532
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Free Estimates
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alexanderdoyleconstruction.com
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Alexander Doyle
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Woodworking 
class

No experience needed

Michael 
Keohane

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and 
odd job services. 

20+ years of experience.
Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

LANDSCAPING

NZOERoofing
Siding • Gutters

Carpentry • Painting
Flat Rubber Roofs

MICHAEL F. NASH 

& SONS INC

Family Owned

Fully Licensed and Insured 

Call Today!
617-293-7143

781-963-5055

• Landscape maintenance 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial & Residential
• House Cleaning 
  Service Available
• Free estimates

• Fence Installation
• Paving

HOME REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION

CSL #78062
HIL #178014

617-719-4200
alexisremodeling@yahoo.com

Decks, Porches, Siding, Doors 
Windows, Kitchens and Bathrooms

CSL #78062  HIL #178014

GENERAL CONTRACTING

617-327-2231  617-953-8523

M. NAUGHTON 
CONTRCTING

Carpentry • House Painting • Masonry
Full or Partial Restoration of Home

Exterior Shingle • Clapboards • Decks
40 years in business

References, Licensed & Insured
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Service’s website, an individu-
al mainly responsible for the 
design of Mount Auburn Cem-
etery between Cambridge and 
Watertown. However, Forest 
Hills was not designed to be any 
old cemetery. 

Not only was the cemetery 
a place for the community to 
bury their lost loved ones, but 
the cemetery’s website, which 
outlines its history, says Dear-
born “intended to create a place 
which urban dwellers could visit 
to connect with nature, refresh 
the spirit, and take delight in 
beauty.” Adding that Dearborn 
essentially “created Boston’s 
first public park.” 

According to the cemetery’s 
website, the concept is associated 
with the 19th-century rural gar-
den cemetery movement, which 
it later describes, indicating, 
“It reflects changing attitudes 
about death and a cultural shift 
away from the severe style of the 
burial grounds of colonial New 
England,” and “It offers a gentler 
concept of death as eternal rest, 
and is rooted in a romantic vision 
of spiritual renewal through uni-
ty with nature.”

With this concept, in the past, 
Forest Hills Cemetery had been 
a significant amenity for the 
community, where residents 
could thoughtfully and respect-
fully walk with their dogs, run, 
bike, attend community events, 
and more. 

“When we moved here, one 
of the reasons that we chose to 
live on this street, which is, you 
know, it’s a pretty densely pop-
ulated city street, was that we 
were going to have access to this 
park at the end of the street es-
sentially,” said Amy Light, who 
has lived a few doors down from 
the cemetery’s Tower Street pe-
destrian gate for 13 years. 

“I spent, with my toddler and 
my dog — every day we went 
there basically.” 

Sarah Buermann, who has 
lived in the area for a long time, 
said, “For a while, the cemetery 
was just a marvelous, affirming, 
appropriate, thoughtful, rever-
ent place to be,” and referenced 
some past art exhibitions held 
at the site. 

Further, several residents 
like Steve Dudley and Caterina 
Scaramelli — to name a few 
— shared memories with the 
Jamaica Plain Gazette of go-

ing on walks and bike rides in 
the cemetery. Dudley, who has 
lived on Weld Hill Street since 
1981, even talked about bringing 
friends there to have picnics. 

Moreover, many residents 
shared memories of one of the 
cemetery’s most notable past 
events: its Lantern Festival. 

According to the Forest Hills 
Educational Trust’s (FHET)— 
the entity which was responsi-
ble for putting on programming 
at the cemetery — website, the 
festival is inspired by the Jap-
anese Bon Festival, which was 
described as “a celebration each 
year when a door opens to the 
world of their ancestors, allow-
ing loved ones to send messages 
to the other side.”

However, more recently, For-
est Hills Cemetery has been a 
source of frustration and disap-
pointment for the same residents 
with fond memories of what it 
used to be. 

For example, the Jamaica 
Plain Gazette published a story 
in July 2014 that noted the can-
cellation of beloved events like 
the Lantern Festival. 

In the abovementioned sto-
ry, Jonathan Clark, referred to 
as FHET’s last employee, was 
interviewed and attributed the 
cancellation of these programs — 
under the leadership of George 
Milley (the current cemetery 
president) — to their lack of 
profitability. 

Moreover, the cemetery has 
received backlash for its policies 
introduced in May 2020, which 
barred dog-walking, biking, and 
jogging. 

“These regulations have been 
put into place to ensure that 
the Cemetery grounds and atmo-
sphere are conducive to peaceful 
reflection and respect for the 
families and friends who visit 
their loved ones,” reads the cem-
etery’s website. 

Most recently, residents have 
been concerned about trees being 
removed within the cemetery. 
For example, videos have been 
posted on Facebook Community 
pages of trees being taken down, 
and many wonder why it's hap-
pening. 

Additionally, in the last cou-
ple of days, a video taken by a 
resident was posted on Face-
book that depicts a person with 
gloves, a mask, and a full-body 
protective suit spraying a liquid 
on cemetery grounds. While it 
is unclear what the substance 
is, the resident who posted the 
video noted that it made their 
eyes water and nostrils burn. 

Many residents shared their 
dismay with the changes at 
the cemetery, but there was a 
common theme among each’s 
thoughts — the desire to have 
an open dialogue with cemetery 
leadership. 

“Right now, the cemetery acts 
like a gated community that be-
came more and more hostile, us-
ing the pandemic as an excuse,” 
wrote Rosa Herrero in an email.

Herrero, who says she used to 
take long walks at the cemetery, 
added, “We as neighbors cherish 
the cemetery and would love for 
them to reconsider their position 
and rules around bikes, dogs 
and running there…I wish they 
opened up to us instead of being 
an island.” 

Adam Roberts, another res-
ident, indicated he spent a lot 
of time in cemeteries due to his 
father’s work as a stone carver 
thought Forest Hills Cemetery 
had strayed from its garden 
cemetery roots through these 
abovementioned changes. 

“What could be a beautiful 
partnership has instead be-
come contentious and cold. It's 
a bummer. I'd love to see either 
a change in leadership style and 
vision or an actual change in 
leadership, and for the city to use 
whatever leverage it has to keep 
it a more active and accessible 
part of the "Emerald Necklace." 
(Right now it feels increasingly 
walled off...),” wrote Roberts in 
an email. 

“This is a really special cem-
etery! I really wish the current 
leadership would treat it more 
as the commons it was created 
to be, instead of further enclos-
ing it.” 

Other residents echoed Rob-
erts’ point. “I just think it’s a 
huge loss for the neighborhood 
and isn’t really in the spirit of 
how Forest Hills Cemetery was 

founded,” said Tina Cincotti. 
“Everything about the ceme-

tery's history points to the fact 
that it was intended to act as a 
park for its community,” wrote 
Amy Collier in an email. 

“Henry A.S. Dearborn de-
signed Forest Hills Cemetery 
to function as a public park. Up 
until recent years, Forest Hills 
Cemetery respected this history 
and tradition.”

Finally, another resident who 
wished to remain anonymous 
spoke about their concerns about 
tree removal contributing to in-
creased water runoff, flooding, 
and property damage, lack of 
community connection, issues 
with community gates not being 
open, and more, 

“The question I would love 
to see answered is, do you see 
yourself as a garden cemetery 
open to the community anymore, 
yes or no,” they said.

With all of this pent-up frus-
tration and sheer bewilderment 
at the changes, residents are 
again mobilizing to at least talk 
with cemetery leadership. 

In June 2020, the Jamaica 
Plain Gazette reported on a com-
munity movement to remove the 
restrictions, which involved a 
petition created by Matt Shuman 
that amassed more than 1,700 
signatures and involvement 
from now-former City Councilor 
Matt O’Malley.

Now, Light has created a 
Facebook group called the Com-
munity for the Preservation of 
Forest Hills Cemetery — https://
www.facebook.com/share/g/Dn-
TiB3mdVUpxCQxm/?mibex-
tid=lOuIew — to help organize 
another movement to bring back 
the Forest Hills Cemetery that 
was praised. 

“We would just love him [Mil-
ley] to be more engaged and a 
better neighbor to our commu-

nity,” said Light.
Moreover, it should be noted 

that residents are aware that 
the site is an active cemetery 
and indicated that activities and 
visits in the past were done with 
respect. 

“I think it was not only re-
spectful, you know, it kind of 
lifted up the purpose of the cem-
etery,” said Cincotti. 

Residents involved with this 
group, as noted, reached out to 
Weber, and it looks like wheels 
are in motion to at least get some 
answers for the community. 

“Going forward, I want to 
have a working relationship with 
cemetery leadership so that the 
needs of both neighbors seeking 
access to the space and families 
mourning their loved ones are 
being met, and any issues can 
be resolved before the commu-
nity feels like they are simply 
being ignored. I hope to set up a 
community meeting after I have 
sat down with the president,” 
wrote Weber. 

It should be noted that a rep-
resentative from the Forest Hills 
Cemetery told the Jamaica Plain 
Gazette over the phone that they 
had received our emailed request 
for an interview with cemetery 
leadership — preferably Mil-
ley — to address resident con-
cerns about trees being taken 
down, the new policies, removal 
of events, its non-profit status, 
issues with the Tower Street 
gate, if leadership felt it was 
honoring the vision of a garden 
cemetery, and its willingness to 
have an open dialogue with the 
community. 

Specifically, the representa-
tive over the phone thanked us 
for the interview offer but indi-
cated they had talked about it 
with Milley and did not have any 
comments.

Forest Hills
Continued from page 1

PLEASE WRITE…
The Gazette welcomes letters to the editor. Word limit: 500. 

Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publication. 

Letters  may be emailed to 

 letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. Please include address 

and telephone number for verification purposes. Anonymous 

letters will not be published. More information:  617-524-7662
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In order to protect our children 
and ensure all schools and play-
grounds are safe from methane 
gas leaks, Mothers Out Front, 
Conservation Law Foundation 
(CLF), Boston Parks Advocates, 
GreenRoots, and eight individu-
als have announced plans to sue 
National Grid for both federal 
and state law violations on gas 
leaks and tree protections.

  “Dangerous and potentially 
explosive gas is actively leak-
ing near 258 schools and play-
grounds in Boston and Chelsea,” 
shared Tania Castro-Daunais. 
Castro-Daunais is a Mothers Out 
Front Member Leader who lives 
in East Boston, where active 
leaks are occurring near Excel 
Academy Charter School and 
eight parks and playgrounds. 
“We cannot continue to put our 
children and communities at 

risk. National Grid can’t con-
tinue putting Band-Aids on its 
aging pipelines. They must take 
action to protect our kids and in-
vest in electric energy, an energy 
source that is cleaner and safer 
for our kids and communities.”

  As of June 30, 2024, 46 of 
the 195 schools in Boston and 
Chelsea were within 350 feet 
of gas leaks. Additionally, 212 
of 537 parks and playgrounds 
in Boston were within 350 feet 
of a gas leak, and one park in 
Chelsea was also within this 
distance of a gas leak. “Utility 
companies advise people to move 
at least 350 feet away from any 
suspected gas leak, so it is un-
conscionable to see this many gas 
leaks near places where our chil-
dren spend so much time,” said 
Sonja Tengblad, an East Boston 
mom whose 6-year-old son often 

plays at six of the eight East 
Boston parks near gas leaks. 
Tengblad is also the Founder and 
Co-Coordinator of Mothers Out 
Front’s East Boston Team. “By 
allowing gas to continue leaking 
this close to where our children 
learn and play, National Grid 
is creating unnecessary risks to 
our community's health, safety 
and well-being. We all need and 
deserve cleaner energy in our 
communities.”

  “Mothers Out Front was 
founded in Massachusetts on the 
conviction that there is no more 
powerful force for change than 
mothers mobilizing to protect 
their children,” said Beth Shipp, 
Executive Director of Mothers 
Out Front. “Our moms have been 
fighting gas leaks in the Bos-
ton-area since 2015. It is time 
for National Grid to join us and 
commit to no longer exposing 
children to toxic and explosive 
fumes.”

 

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?
Give Us a Call!! 617-524-7662

Volunteers needed to assure our ability 
to hold a Fall 2024!  See details on our 

website at https:/bit.ly/jpcsoccer
Early registration ends on August 30th 2024

Fall season runs from Weds, Sept. 11th through  Sun, Nov. 10th 2024 
 Registration costs $25 - discounts are available. 

The Fall season is 8 weeks long, every week we hold one 
45 minute practice for each team, with available sessions on 

Wednesdays at 4pm, Saturday at 9, 10am and Sunday at 10am.  

 Volunteer Activity leaders (aka “coaches”) are needed to support 
every team - no experience needed! See our website for more 
details or contact us directly at: contact@jpchildrensoccer.org

Para niños 3.5-6.5. El registro en línea ya está abierto 
en https://bit.ly/jpcsoccer

El temprano registro de la  temporada regular finaliza 
el 30 de Agosto de 2024

La temporada de otoño se extiende desde el Miércoles el
 11 de Septiembre hasta el Domingo 10 de Noviembre 2024.
La inscripción cuesta $25.00 — hay descuentos disponibles.

La temporada de otoño tiene una duración de 8 semanas, 
cada semana realizamos una práctica de 45 minutos para cada 
equipo, con sesiones disponibles los Miércoles a las 4 p.m., los 

Sábados a las 9, 10 a.m., o los Domingos a las 10 a.m.

Necesitamos líderes voluntarios para apoyar a 
cada equipo, ¡no se necesita experiencia! Visite 

nuestro sitio web 
para obtener más detalles o contáctenos 

directamente en: contact@jpchildrensoccer.org.

JP 
CHILDREN’S  SOCCER
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Advertise your services! Call 617-524-7662

Christine Rose, LMT
Trained in Lymphatic Drainage, Deep Tissue/Sports and Swedish Massage

3464 Washington Street JP.  
www.imanimassage.com • 617.821.2875! 

Imani ~ a relaxation place
MASSAGE

FITNESS TRAINING
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CHIROPRACTORS

 Chiropractic Care  
Dr. T.J. Mercurio 

Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

For Your 
HealtH Mind & BodY

Sally Friar, DC
520 Centre St., JP

617-458-1613
by appointment only

Friar
Chiropractic

ChiropraCtiC pErSoNaL FitNESS CoaChiNG

$89
30 Day All Access 

Coaching Trial
New clients only

617-435-0213 • info@myjpfitness.com

Are you MINDing YOUR business? 
Advertise your services here!  

Call 617-524-2626 x223 or 225

G.J. “Chip” Bradish, LMHC
Jamaica Plain, MA  • 617.524.6807
gjbradish@gmail.com
www.centerground.org

Practicing in JP since 1996.

for growth and development. New group starting this fall.CoaChiNG aND CoUNSELiNG
R

FitNESS

Jamaica Plain Gazette • January 4, 2002 • �

CHIROPRACTORS

 Chiropractic Care  
Dr. T.J. Mercurio 

Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

For Your 
HealtH Mind & BodY

Sally Friar, DC
520 Centre St., JP

617-458-1613
by appointment only

Friar
Chiropractic

ChiropraCtiC pErSoNaL FitNESS CoaChiNG

$89
30 Day All Access 

Coaching Trial
New clients only

617-435-0213 • info@myjpfitness.com

Are you MINDing YOUR business? 
Advertise your services here!  

Call 617-524-2626 x223 or 225

G.J. “Chip” Bradish, LMHC
Jamaica Plain, MA  • 617.524.6807
gjbradish@gmail.com
www.centerground.org

Practicing in JP since 1996.

for growth and development. New group starting this fall.CoaChiNG aND CoUNSELiNG
R

FitNESS

Jamaica Plain Gazette • January 4, 2002 • �

CHIROPRACTORS

 Chiropractic Care  
Dr. T.J. Mercurio 

Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

For Your 
HealtH Mind & BodY

Sally Friar, DC
520 Centre St., JP

617-458-1613
by appointment only

Friar
Chiropractic

ChiropraCtiC pErSoNaL FitNESS CoaChiNG

$89
30 Day All Access 

Coaching Trial
New clients only

617-435-0213 • info@myjpfitness.com

Are you MINDing YOUR business? 
Advertise your services here!  

Call 617-524-2626 x223 or 225

G.J. “Chip” Bradish, LMHC
Jamaica Plain, MA  • 617.524.6807
gjbradish@gmail.com
www.centerground.org

Practicing in JP since 1996.

for growth and development. New group starting this fall.CoaChiNG aND CoUNSELiNG
R

FitNESSGYMAICA PERSONAL TRAINERS

SHORT STORY 
RECITAL SEPT. 9

The author, illustrator and ed-
itor Juan Carlos de Sancho (Ca-
nary Islands, Spain), will give a 
recital of his short stories and 
will present his recent edition of 
Madres, a collection of 12 texts 
on the mother of each writer, on 
September 9, 6:30 PM, in The 
Little Crepe Cafe, 102 Oxford 
Street, Cambridge.  He will be 
introduced by Alan Smith Soto, 
a resident of Jamaica Plain, who 
will also read his translation of 
one of the author’s short stories.  
Event in Spanish (with some 
English translation).

El escritor, ilustrador y 
antólogo canario, Juan Carlos 
de Sancho, dará un recital de 
su obra en prosa y presentará la 

edición reciente del libro Madres, 
antologado por él, una colección 
de 12 textos sobre las madres de 
12 escritores de Islas Canarias, 
el 9 de septiembre, a las 6:30 
de la tarde, en The Little Crepe 
Cafe, 102 Oxford Street, Cam-

bridge. Será presentado por Alan 
Smith Soto, vecino de Jamaica 
Plain, quien también leerá su 
traducción de uno de los cuentos 
del autor canario.

BIKES NOT BOMBS 
HOSTS 37TH ANNUAL 
BIKE-A-THON

Bikes Not Bombs will hold 
its 37th annual Bike-A-Thon on 
September 8, a community fund-
raiser to promote environmental 
sustainability and social justice. 

The Bike-A-Thon, the orga-
nization’s largest fundraiser, is 
a social change benefit ride of-
fering five route options: 10, 35, 
50, 63, and 105 miles. Each route 
takes cyclists through some of 
greater Boston’s most scenic 

roads, with regular rest stops 
staffed with bike mechanics, 
medics, and plentiful healthy, 
energy-packed snacks to sup-
port riders on their journey. All 
routes begin and end at Stony 
Brook field in Jamaica Plain 
with breakfast beforehand and 
a delicious lunch, bike expo, and 
after-party when riders return. 

For 40 years, Bikes Not Bombs 
has used the bicycle as a vehicle 
for powerful social change. The 
organization reclaims thousands 
of bikes each year, using them 
for International Partnerships 
in the Global South and in its in-
novative youth development pro-
grams. The youth development 
programs aim to provide youth in 
under-resourced neighborhoods 
opportunities to connect, learn, 
work, and discover their poten-

tial. This impact is made thanks 
to riders from the Boston area 
who participate and fundraise 
for the Bike-A-Thon. All of the 
proceeds from the event sup-
port Bikes Not Bombs’ personnel 
(youth and adult) and fund the 
bike recycling operations that 
make their initiatives possible.

Sign up to ride or volunteer at 
the event!

https://bikesnotbombs.org/
bike-a-thon/

For more information regard-
ing Bikes Not Bombs and the 
37th Annual Bike-A-Thon event, 
please contact Maura Holt-Ling, 
Development Associate at mau-
ra@bikesnotbombs. You can also 
visit bikesnotbombs.org to learn 
more about the organization and 
its affiliated programs.

News Briefs 

Over 250 schools and playgrounds near gas leaks in Boston area 

Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain
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REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES

  Tel: 617-524-0243
Cell: 617-438-1472

FayeSimonRealEstate.com
frmcsimon@hotmail.com

FAYE SIMON  
REAL ESTATE

Rentals & Sales

Faye  R. Simon
Real Estate Broker

Your Personal Real Estate Professional

REAL ESTATE

YOUR BUSINESS HERE

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Your local & Independent Realtor 
25 + years of Experience 

Put my knowledge to work for you!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE
#617-306-7804 • #857-205-6945

loveliveboston@gmail.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Joe Fallon
617-594-0761

joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR

INTERIOR DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYPROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES

  Tel: 617-524-0243
Cell: 617-438-1472

FayeSimonRealEstate.com
frmcsimon@hotmail.com

FAYE SIMON  
REAL ESTATE

Rentals & Sales
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Your Personal Real Estate Professional

REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
[re]al estate

re teamwork
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REAL ESTATE

“I couldn’t have asked for a more efficient 
and stress free experience.  Randal and Erik 
made everything seem so easy.” Kathy B.
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Colleen Scanlan

Your local & Independent Realtor 
25 + years of Experience 

Put my knowledge to work for you!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

617.453.3620   focusre.compsum

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

#617-306-7804 • #857-205-6945
loveliveboston@gmail.com
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ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Advertise your professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 

Call the Gazette at 617.524.7662

or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Give someone the gift of Vibrant 
Health, Harmony & Peace of Mind

Acupuncture helps with
Pain, Stress, Anxiety, Digestion 

Issues, Migraine, Insomnia, 
or just overall wellness!Rana Hamdan

Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957  

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            
Resonance-acupuncture.com                 
@resonanceacu

Gift Certificates Available

hello@res-acu.com

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      

929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            

resonance-acupuncture.com  

ACUPUNCTURE
Joe Fallon

617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR

INTERIOR DESIGN for everybody.
Christine Cavataio
LEED AP, NCIDQ and Certified Cruelty Free

617-510-8659
livingbeingdesign@gmail.com
LivingBeingDesign.com

INTERIOR DESIGN

Christine Cavataio, LEED AP, NCIDQ, CCF

617-510-8659
Livingbeingdesign.com

INTERIOR DESIGN: for all the details.

FIND US ONLINE: 
W W W . J A M A I C A P L A I N G A Z E T T E . C O M

professional?
Are  YOU being  Advertise your professional services here

 and watch your client base grow! 
Call the Gazette at   617.524.2626 x225 

or email patricia@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Wu announces grants available to support community-based sports organizations
Special to the Gazette

Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Human Services Cabinet an-
nounced applications are now 
open for the Community Sports 
Grant, a grant program total-
ing $300,000 to support volun-
teer-led youth sports organiza-
tions that provide high-quality, 
engaging athletics programming 
for Boston youth ages 8-18. The 
goal of this grant is to increase 
the variety of youth sports pro-
gramming in the City and provide 
a positive outlet for youth when 
they’re not in school. Applica-
tions will be open until 5:00 p.m. 
on Friday, September 13, 2024. 
This initiative is aligned with 
the Mayor’s Connect, Learn, Ex-

plore program, her commitment 
to Boston’s youth by ensuring ev-
ery child is empowered to explore 
and find their passions.

“Part of our responsibility for 
keeping Boston’s young people 
healthy and happy is ensuring 
each of them has access to en-
riching experiences outside of 
the classroom,” said Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu. “It is a joy to part-
ner with youth sports programs 
across the City to keep our kids 
in motion.”

Neighborhood sports leagues 
are often the place where the 
city’s youngest athletes are first 
exposed to sports. As the foun-
dation of youth sports program-
ming in the City of Boston, vol-
unteer-led sports organizations 
involve a diverse range of young 

people in their community, pro-
viding them with the opportu-
nity to stay active, bond with 
friends, and develop character.

“We look forward to continu-
ing our partnership with neigh-
borhood-based sports organi-
zations,” said Chief of Human 
Services José F. Massó. “As a 
youth basketball coach, I know 
these programs are a labor of 
love for the many volunteers 
that keep them going and I’m 
glad that we’re able to offer this 
infusion of resources to make 
their work easier.”

The Human Services Cabinet 
will distribute grants of up to 
$10,000 to support increasing 
access to sports opportunities for 
Boston youth. Applicants must 
intend to use funds to (1) reduce 

the registration fee, (2) purchase 
new equipment or uniforms, and/
or (3) cover rental space costs. 
The grant funding will support 
fall, winter, and spring sports 
and must be used by June 30, 
2025. 

“Access to quality youth sports 
experiences that eliminate barri-
ers to participation is critical for 
the health and wellness of our 
young people,” said David Sha-
piro, CEO of YMCA of Greater 
Boston. “It offers them the oppor-
tunity for meaningful relation-
ships, development, discovery, 
teamwork, and joy.”  

Creating easier access to ath-
letic opportunities is a part of 
Connect, Learn, Explore, Mayor 
Wu’s initiative to ensure Boston’s 
youth are empowered to find and 

pursue their passions. In May, 
the Mayor announced the launch 
of the Boston Youth Sports Hub, 
a one-stop website that offers a 
directory of Boston’s neighbor-
hood sports leagues for families, 
links to city-run programs, and 
stories of athletic achievements 
by Boston youth sports teams. 
In addition to providing grant 
support to youth sports provid-
ers, the Youth Sports Initiative 
aims to increase participation 
of youth who have been histori-
cally underrepresented in youth 
sports, improve the quality of 
coaching in the city, and enhance 
the variety and quality of sports 
offered by city departments.
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FIND US ONLINE: WWW.JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM

F A I R

F R E E  A N D  O P E N  T O  A L L

HEALTH &HEALTH &HEALTH &
WELLNESSWELLNESSWELLNESS

J A M A I C A  P L A I N  

Complimentary Massage
Breathing Education

Intuitive Reading
Acupuncture

and lots more!

Thursday, Sept 26
4:00 - 7:00 PM

+

Loring Greenough House
12 South Street
Jamaica Plain

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

JAMAICA PLAIN HOLDS ANNUAL DOMINICAN PARADE

Merlyn Gonzalez and Willa Rodiguez with Riccy and Roccy 
Almanzar.

Parade spectators on Centre Street. 
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Real Estate

    BrokerReal Estate

    Broker

34-68 South Street, JP
Shopping, food, music, & more!

#jpnitemarket

SEPT 5
6:00 - 9:00 PM

LAST
MARKET!

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

JAMAICA PLAIN HOLDS ANNUAL DOMINICAN PARADE

Jose and Frank contribute to the festivities in Jackson Square. 

Oscar makes sure that his 
granddaughter Galani has a 
good view of the Parade. 

Parade spectators on Centre Street.

Crystal Gonzalez with Ailyn and Adalynn check out the Parade 
going through Jackson Square. 

Rodney the Dominican 
community from Rhode Island 
was Rosannna Rodriguez and 
Emerson Prito, who designed 
the Dominican costumes.

Deylanis Rodriguez and Emma Cruz

Mr Vidal parties with some 
friends and a Tesla Cybertruck 
in the Dominican Parade. 

See more photos 
on Pages 6-17
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By Smith’s Pest Management

Bay Staters have had to grap-
ple with heatwaves this sum-
mer, and while these extreme 

weather patterns have obvious 
consequences, such as water 
shortages and increased wildfire 
risk, there’s another, less visible 
threat lurking in the shadows: a 

surge in rodent activity.
Zachary Smith, of Smith’s 

Pest Management, warns that 
“the summer heatwaves we’ve 
experienced have created the 
perfect storm for a surge in ro-
dent activity. When the envi-
ronment becomes too hostile for 
rodents in the wild, they turn to 
our homes for food and shelter. 
Unfortunately, that means an 
invasion is likely.” 

Here, he breaks down the de-
tails:

Why Drought Leads to In-
creased Rodent Activity

“When droughts hit, the 
landscape undergoes significant 
changes,” explains Smith. “Veg-
etation withers, water sources 
dry up, and ecosystems become 
stressed. These conditions drive 
rodents to seek out new environ-
ments where they can find the 
resources they need to survive—
namely, food and water. Your 
home, with its reliable water 
supply and food sources, becomes 
an attractive target.” Rodents, 
particularly rats and mice, are 
incredibly resourceful. “In times 
of scarcity, they will invade 
homes, garages, and outbuild-
ings, searching for sustenance,” 
Smith adds. “The lack of natu-
ral food sources and diminishing 
populations of predators, such 
as birds of prey, exacerbate the 
problem, allowing rodent popula-
tions to grow unchecked.”

Signs of a Rodent Infestation
It’s important to be vigilant 

and recognize the early signs 
of a rodent infestation. Smith 
notes, “The sooner you identify 
a rodent problem, the easier it is 
to handle it before it becomes a 
full-blown infestation.” Here are 
some common indicators:

• Droppings: Rodent drop-
pings are a telltale sign of an in-
festation. These are often found 
near food sources, in cupboards, 
or along baseboards.

• Gnaw Marks: Rats and mice 
constantly gnaw on objects to 
keep their teeth sharp. Look for 
gnaw marks on food packaging, 
furniture, and wires.

• Nests: Rodents build nests 
from shredded paper, fabric, and 
other soft materials. These nests 
are usually hidden in dark, se-
cluded areas like attics, base-
ments, or behind appliances.

• Scurrying Sounds: You 
might hear scratching or scur-
rying sounds in the walls, espe-
cially at night when rodents are 
most active.

• Footprints: In dusty areas, 
you may notice small footprints 
or tail marks.

Protecting Your Home from 
Rodent Infestations

“Preventing a rodent infes-
tation is always easier than 
dealing with one after it’s taken 
hold,” advises Smith. Here are 
some steps you can take to pro-

tect your home:
• Seal Entry Points: Inspect 

your home for any gaps or cracks 
that rodents could use to enter. 
Pay special attention to areas 
around doors, windows, and 
pipes. Even a small opening can 
be an entryway for mice or rats.

• Remove Food Sources: Store 
food in airtight containers, clean 
up spills immediately, and en-
sure that garbage is properly 
sealed and disposed of regularly.

• Eliminate Water Sources: 
Fix leaky pipes, dripping fau-
cets, and remove standing water 
where rodents could drink.

• Trim Vegetation: Keep 
shrubs, trees, and other vege-
tation trimmed back from your 
home. This reduces the number 
of hiding places for rodents near 
your house.

• Use Rodent Traps: Set traps 
in areas where you’ve noticed 
rodent activity. This can help to 
control populations before they 
become unmanageable.

“The combination of heat-
waves and drought is likely to 
lead to a rise in rodent activity 
across the country. By taking 
proactive steps now, you can re-
duce the risk of an infestation 
and protect your home,” adds 
Smith. “Don’t wait until it’s too 
late. The time to act is now.”

This article is courtesy 
of Smith Pest management. 
smithspestmanagement.com.

Combo Rates available!  
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Clients and Customers 
are just a click away! 
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 per site 
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Boston wastewater data shows summer spike in covid-19
The average level of SARS-

CoV-2 in Boston wastewater 
has more than doubled in July 
as compared to the citywide 
average in May. SARS-CoV-2 
wastewater levels are current-
ly classified as “high” or “very 
high” in the neighborhoods of 
Roxbury, Mattapan, Allston/
Brighton, Back Bay, and Ros-
lindale/West Roxbury. While the 
average level of SARS-CoV-2 in 
wastewater was 163% higher in 
July as compared to May, they 
are trending downward. BPHC 
tracks COVID-19, influenza (flu) 
and respiratory syncytial virus 
(RSV) in wastewater and makes 
these reports available online 
twice weekly. 

The concentration of SARS-
CoV-2 in wastewater approxi-
mates community transmission 
levels and provides a better 
understanding of the spread 

of infection in neighborhoods 
across the city than currently 
available testing data. Increases 
in SARS-CoV-2 concentration in 
wastewater also precede clinical 
illness and help predict future 
hospitalizations.   In July, hos-
pitalizations increased by 62% 
as compared to hospitalizations 
in May.  

“Tracking wastewater is one 
of the best tools that we have 
to monitor spread of viral infec-
tions, including SARS-CoV-2, in 
our neighborhoods in Boston,” 
said Dr. Bisola Ojikutu, the Com-
missioner of Public Health and 
Executive Director of the Boston 
Public Health Commission. “Re-
spiratory viruses continue to be 
a serious concern, so we suggest 
that residents monitor their risk, 
follow recommended precautions 
and get the updated vaccinations 
when they are available.” 

The BPHC encourages every-
one ages six months and older to 
receive the updated 2024-2025 
COVID-19 vaccine to protect 
themselves and their communi-
ty when it becomes available in 
the upcoming weeks.   Staying 
up to date on vaccines is im-
portant for everyone. Further-
more, we suggest that everyone 
six months and older receive an 
annual influenza (flu) vaccina-
tion. For RSV vaccination, we 
suggest that people 75 or older, 
or between 60-74 with heart or 
lung disease or living in a nurs-
ing home, get the single dose of 
RSV vaccine if they have not 
received it previously.   Parents 
and pregnant people should 
speak to their healthcare pro-
vider regarding RSV prevention 
in infants, young children, and 
during pregnancy. 

To help protect yourself and 

others the Boston Public Health 
Commission recommends the 
following: 

  • If you develop symptoms 
of respiratory viral illness like 
fever, chills, cough, sore throat, 
stuffy or runny nose, stay home 
and away from others. 

• Wear a mask if you must 
leave the house while sick. 

• Continue masking for 5 days 
after your symptoms have im-
proved and have no fever for 24 
hours. 

• Wear a mask If you are at 
high risk of severe illness. 

• Have COVID-19 rapid 
test kits available at home to 
test if you have symptoms of 
COVID-19. Pharmacies are cur-
rently the best place to purchase 
COVID-19 rapid test kits.  

• Seek treatment from a trust-
ed healthcare provider if you 
test positive for COVID-19 or flu 

and are at high risk for severe 
disease and/or illness.  

• Practicing good hygiene by 
covering coughs and sneezes, 
washing or sanitizing hands of-
ten. 

• Regularly disinfect and 
clean high-touch surfaces.  

• Increase indoor ventilation 
and air circulation; even crack-
ing open a window helps increase 
airflow. 

These precautions are espe-
cially important to protect those 
most at risk for severe illness, in-
cluding those over 65 and people 
with weakened immune systems 

For more information on up-
coming COVID and flu vaccines, 
residents are encouraged to con-
tact their healthcare provider, 
visit a local pharmacy, or visit 
the CDC’s Vaccine Finder to find 
an accessible vaccine clinic.

Bay Staters warned to brace for rodent surge following heatwaves, expert says
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JP Licks

659 Centre St.
Jamaicaway Books

676 Centre St.
JP Realty

7 Harris St.
Apartment Building

45 Burnett St.
The Cooperative Bank

3531Washington St.
JP Seafood

730 Centre St.
Unlimited Realty

673 Centre St.
Happy Market

128 South St.
Blanchard's
741 Centre St.

Dunkin'
755 Centre St.

Bank of America
677 Centre St.
Eastern Bank

Centre St.

CVS
704 Centre St.

Ace  Hardware 
656 Centre St.

True Value
698 Centre St.

City Feed & Supply
672 Centre St.

Rockland Trust Bank
515 Centre St.

CVS
467 Centre St.

MSPCA
350 S. Huntington St.

Stop & Shop
301 Centre St.

Bank of America
Centre St.

Latino Restaurant
304 Centre St.

Freddy Market 
302 Centre St.

Melo's Market
331 Centre St.

Rizzo's Piza
347 Centre St.

Martial Academy
363 Centre St.

Tropical Market
371 Centre St.
Laundromat
270 Centre St.

Camillo Liquor
280 Centre St.

Check Cash
282 Centre St.

Jamaica Laundry
410 Centre St.
Zestos Pizza
460 Centre St.

Evergreen Café
154 Green St.

The Forbes Building
545 Centre St.
Gentle Dental
612 Centre St.
Southern JP  

Health Center

640 Centre St.
Smoke Shop

566 Centre St.
The Purple Cactus

674 Centre St.
Polkadog Bakery

44 South St.
Fiore's Bakery

55 South St.
Italian Pizza
172 South St.

Metro Mark Apt.
3615 Washington St.

Metro Mark Apt.
3611 Washington St.

Rossmore Laundromat
7 Rossmore Rd
BMC Market

3390 Washington St.
Ruggiero's Market
3345 Washington St.

Brookside  Community
3297 Washington St.

JP Apts.
3200washington St.

Papis Market
3145 Washington St.

YMCA
3134 Washington St.

10 Store
3122 Washington St.

Chauncy Liquor Mart
3100 Washington St.

Praviana
3093 Washington St.

Egleston Pizza
308 Washington St.

Landromax
Washington & Columbus

Walgreens
Columbus

Academy Market
1580 Columbus

Goddard House
201 Huntington St.

Mt. Pleasant Home
301 Huntington St.



14 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •  AUGUST 23, 2024

Fiesta en la Plaza will re-
turn to City Hall Plaza this Sep-
tember to offer a diverse lineup 
of free, festive cultural events 
as part of the City of Boston’s 
celebration of Latinx Heritage 
Month, announced Ágora Cul-
tural Architects.

This second edition of Fiesta 
en la Plaza will showcase the rich 
diversity of our Latin American 
communities in Boston. Talented 
artists from various Latin Amer-
ican countries, who now call 
Boston home, will share their 
cultural roots through a variety 
of music, dance, and Afro-Latin 
films, explained Elsa Mosquera, 
co-leader of the event’s curator 
and producer, Ágora Cultural 
Architects.

“We are happy to welcome 
Fiesta en la Plaza to City Hall 
for the second year in a row and 
to join in celebration with our 
Latin American communities. 
Each artist and each event is an 
opportunity to continue learning 
about the cultural diversity of 
our City while having a great 
time. Estamos listos para bailar 
y celebrar con todos!” said Kara 
Elliott-Ortega, Chief of Arts and 
Culture for the City of Boston.

The Fiesta will begin on Sun-
day, September 15, featuring 
Puerto Rican virtuoso cuatris-
ta and singer Fabiola Méndez 
and her trio, award-winning 

saxophonist Edmar Colón with 
Alain Mallet, and the band of cre-
ative Colombian artist Manuela 
Sánchez Goubert. The audience 
will be able to dance to differ-
ent rhythms accompanied by the 
MetaMovements dance group.

Fiesta en la Plaza activities 
will continue on September 19 
at the Civic Pavillion, with film 
presentations inspired by the 
Afro-Latin theme and a dialogue 
between Afro-Latin artists from 
the City, hosted by cultural jour-
nalist Cristela Guerra. Fiesta en 
la Plaza will close on September 
27 at the Civic Pavilion with the 
fiery Cuban salsa, this time led 
by the Clave & Blues Band. The 
audience will be able to learn 
new dance steps alongside the 
renowned dancers of El Bonche 
in Boston.

This program is funded by 
the Mayor’s Office of Arts and 
Culture (MOAC). “We thank the 
MOAC for providing meeting 
spaces to admire the multiple 
artistic expressions representing 
Latin American cultures. We are 
honored to bring to our neighbors 
in Boston the cultural beauty 
that distinguishes our people,” 
said Mosquera, who, through 
Ágora Cultural Árchitects, de-
velops initiatives to make Latin 
American arts visible.

You can register to participate 
in Fiesta en la Plaza’s program-

ming at culturalagora.com/fies-
ta-en-la-plaza and stay informed 
through Ágora’s social networks.

Events:
FIESTA WELCOME
SEPT. 15TH 1 PM - 7 PM
Edmar Colón Dúo - Fabiola 

Méndez Trio - Meta Movements 
- Manuela Sánchez Goubert

CINE AFRO LATINO
SEPT. 19TH 5 PM - 9:30 PM
Afro-Latinx film screening & 

Panel
Documentaries:
• Santiago de las Mujeres 

(1:03 hr)
• ART21: Daniel Lind-Ramos 

(13 min)
SALSA NIGHT
SEPT. 27TH 6 PM - 9:00 PM
Clave & Blues Band - El 

Bonche in Boston
The Mayor’s Office of Arts 

and Culture in the City of Bos-
ton enhances the quality of life, 
the economy, and the design of 
the City through the arts. The 
role of the arts in all aspects 
of life in Boston is reinforced 
via equitable access to arts and 
culture in every community, its 
public institutions, and public 
places. Key areas of work include 
support to the cultural sector 
through grants and programs 
and the production and permit-
ting of art in public places. Learn 
more about the office at boston.
gov/arts 

Ágora Cultural Architects is 
a cultural undertaking found-
ed and led by women to aid in 
the development and visibility 
of Latino arts and culture. Its 
objective is to create, empower, 
and promote the sustainability of 
the movers and shakers of Latin 
American culture in the United 
States and Puerto Rico. Ágora 
provides solutions and optimize 
tools so creators and organiza-
tions can reach their objectives. 
We support them in developing 
audiences, producing events, cre-
ating audiovisual and literary 
projects, identifying funds, and 
supporting professional devel-
opment.

--------
Fiesta en la Plaza regresa 

para celebrar el Mes de la Her-
encia Latinx en la Ciudad de 
Boston

Fiesta en la Plaza regresará 
este mes de septiembre al City 
Hall Plaza para ofrecer una vari-
ada programación de eventos 
culturales festivos y gratuitos, 
como parte de las actividades 

del celebración del Mes de la 
Herencia Latina, anunció Ágora 
Cultural Architects.. 

Esta segunda edición de Fi-
esta en la Plaza mostrará la 
rica diversidad de nuestras co-
munidades latinoamericanas en 
Boston. Talentosos artistas de 
varios países latinoamericanos, 
que ahora tienen a Boston como 
su hogar, compartirán sus raíces 
culturales a través de una varie-
dad de música, danza y películas 
afrolatinas, explicó Elsa Mos-
quera, codirectora de Ágora,  pro-
ductora y comisaria del evento.

“Nos alegra, una vez más, 
celebrar junto a nuestras comu-
nidades latinoamericanas esta 
Fiesta en la Plaza. Cada artista 
y cada evento serán una opor-
tunidad para seguir aprendiendo 
de la diversidad cultural que 
tanto enriquece a esta ciudad, 
al tiempo que pasamos un buen 
rato de confraternización”, dijo 
la alcaldesa Michelle Wu.

La Fiesta comenzará el domin-
go 15 de septiembre y contará en 
tarima con la virtuosa cuatrista y 
cantante puertorriqueña Fabiola 
Méndez junto a su trío, el pre-
miado saxofonista Edmar Colón 
con Alain Mallet y la banda de 
la creativa artista colombiana 
Manuela Sánchez Goubert. El 
público tendrá ocasión de bailar 
distintos ritmos acompañados 
del grupo de baile Metamove-
ments.

Las actividades de Fiesta en la 
Plaza continuarán el 19 de septi-
embre  en el Civic Pavillion, con 
presentaciones fílmicas inspira-
das en la temática afrolatina, y 
un diálogo entre artistas afrola-
tinos de la ciudad moderado por 
la periodista cultural Cristela 
Guerra. El cierre de Fiesta  en la 
Plaza será el 27 de septiembre, 
con la fogosidad que caracteriza 
a la salsa cubana, esta vez lid-
erada por la orquesta Clave & 
Blues. La audiencia podrá apren-
der nuevos pasos de baile junto a 
los reconocidos bailarines de El 
Bonche en Boston.

Este programa está financiado 
por la Oficina de Arte y Cultura 
de la Ciudad de Boston (MOAC, 
por sus siglas en inglés). “Agra-
decemos a la MOAC por propi-
ciar espacios de encuentro para 
admirar las múltiples expre-
siones artísticas que representan 
a las culturas latinoamericanas. 
Estamos honradas de traerle a 
nuestros vecinos de Boston la 
belleza cultural que distingue a 

nuestros pueblos”, comentó Mos-
quera, quien a través de Ágora 
Cultural Árchitects desarrolla 
iniciativas para visibilizar las 
artes latinoamericanas.

Puede registrarse para par-
ticipar de la programación de 
Fiesta en la Plaza en cultur-
alagora.com/fiesta-en-la-plaza y 
mantenerse informado a través 
de las redes sociales de Ágora.

EVENTOS:
FIESTA WELCOME
SEPT. 15TH 1 PM - 7 PM
Edmar Colón Duo - Fabiola 

Méndez Trio - Meta Movements 
- Manuela Sánchez Goubert

CINE AFRO LATINO
SEPT. 19TH 5 PM - 9:30 PM
Afro-Latinx film screening & 

Panel
Documentaries:
• Santiago de las Mujeres 

(1:03 hr)
• ART21: Daniel Lind-Ramos 

(13 min)
SALSA NIGHT
SEPT. 27TH 6 PM - 9:00 PM
Clave & Blues Band - El 

Bonche in Boston
La Oficina de Arte y Cultura 

de la Ciudad de Boston mejora la 
calidad de vida, la economía y el 
diseño de la Ciudad a través de 
las artes. El papel de las artes 
en todos los aspectos de la vida 
en Boston se refuerza a través 
del acceso equitativo a las artes 
y la cultura en cada comunidad, 
sus instituciones públicas y lu-
gares públicos. Las áreas clave 
de trabajo incluyen el apoyo al 
sector cultural a través de sub-
venciones y programas, así como 
la producción y autorización de 
obras de arte en lugares públicos. 
Obtenga más información sobre 
la oficina en boston.gov/arts.

Ágora Cultural Architects 
es una empresa cultural fun-
dada y dirigida por mujeres 
para contribuir al desarrollo y 
la visibilidad de las artes y la 
cultura latinas. Su objetivo es 
crear, potenciar y promover la 
sostenibilidad de los impulsores 
de la cultura latinoamericana en 
Estados Unidos y Puerto Rico. 
Ágora proporciona soluciones y 
optimiza las herramientas para 
que creadores y organizaciones 
puedan alcanzar sus objetivos. 
Los apoyamos en el desarrollo 
de audiencias, la producción de 
eventos, la creación de proyec-
tos audiovisuales y literarios, 
la identificación de fondos y el 
apoyo al desarrollo profesional.

Fiesta en la Plaza returns to celebrate Latinx Heritage Month
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PHOTOS BY PATRICK O’CONNOR (EHS ’76).

The oldest high school football rivalry in the nation was about to go away this year without 

a fight – or at least a good-natured joke. With the English High vs. Boston Latin Thanksgiving 

football game cancelled due to COVID-19, some daring members of the English High Alumni 

Association, and some current players and coaches, gathered at Harvard Stadium to call out 

Latin and have a little fun in such difficult times. The game has been played continuously since 

1887. This was the first year it was not held. See the story on Page 3.

By Lauren Bennett

 Jamaica Plain Neighbor-hood Development Corporation (JPNDC) presentará una feria de trabajo virtual para Seed, la 

primera tienda de cannabis rec-reativa en Jamaica Plain. La tienda está contratando para varios puestos minoristas y de servicio al cliente. Además, hay puestos en su museo de his-

toria del cannabis. Todos los tra-bajos son amigables al CORI. La feria gratuita comenzará con una orientación el Dec. 11 
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Happy Holidays
617 293-8003

Maxfield & Company wishes youthe joy of love and peace

Continued on page 2

COURTESY PHOTO

Mayor Martin Walsh made his annual Thanksgiving trip to 

the Pine Street Inn in the South End, shown here carving the 

turkey with Pine Street President Lyndia Downie. Mayor Walsh 

dropped by to carve the turkey and say hello to residents in 

the Pine who enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner. The mayor said he 

is thankful to all the partnerships in the City that are coming 

together to try to end homelessness in Boston.

THANKSGIVING AT PINE STREET INN

By Lauren Bennett

 Incumbent Dis-trict 6 Councilor Matt O’Malley announced on December 2 that after serving District 6 for ten years and having received the most votes for a dis-trict councilor ever, he will not be seeking re-election next year.  In a message on his website, O’Malley provided a short history of what he has accomplished over the past ten years, and talked about the birth of his daughter, 

Margot Gillian, who was born in Septem-ber, as “the greatest moment of my life.” T h r o u g h o u t his decade as City Councilor, O’Malley has been a leader on environmental issues and has worked to reduce plastic waste, increase renewable energy, and pushed for more environmentally friend-ly buildings, among many other things. Also during his time, as a 

After 10 years on the City Council, Matt O’Malley will not run again

Continued on page 2

JPNDC ofrece feria de trabajo para tienda de cannabis

HEY, BOSTON LATIN! WHERE WERE YA?

By Lauren Bennett

 Core Empowerment, LLC will soon be opening the first adult-use cannabis store in Jamaica Plain under the name Seed, and is looking to hire people for sev-

eral retail and customer service positions.
 The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-hood Development Corporation (JPNDC) will be hosting a virtual job fair for Seed on December 11 from 10am-11am. The Gazette 

spoke with Enrique Ponce, a ca-reer coach for the JPNDC, and Paola Liendo, JPNDC’s Economic Prosperity Program Senior Man-ager, to learn more about the job 

JPNDC to hold virtual job fair for first dispensary 

Continued on page 2

PHOTO COURTESY OF VOTEMATTOMALLEY.COMDistrict 6 Councilor Matt O’Malley.
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The Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Public Health (DPH) 
announced the second human 
case of West Nile virus (WNV) 
in Massachusetts this year. The 
person is a male in his 70s who 
was exposed in Middlesex Coun-
ty in an area known to be at 
moderate risk.

The first WNV-positive mos-
quitoes in Massachusetts this 
year were announced on July 2 
from mosquito samples collect-
ed in Quincy. There has been 
a total of 145 positive mosquito 
samples so far this year detect-
ed from Barnstable, Berkshire, 
Bristol, Dukes, Essex, Hampden, 
Middlesex, Norfolk, Plymouth, 
Suffolk, and Worcester counties. 
The risk of human infection with 
WNV is moderate in the Great-
er Boston area (Middlesex, Nor-

folk, and Suffolk counties) and 
in parts of Barnstable, Bristol, 
Essex, Hampden, Plymouth, and 
Worcester counties.

“Many parts of the country, 
including Massachusetts, are ex-
periencing increasing WNV ac-
tivity,” said Public Health Com-
missioner Robbie Goldstein, MD, 
PhD. “We are in the peak time of 
the year when most people are 
exposed to West Nile virus in 
Massachusetts. Residents should 
continue to take precautions to 
avoid mosquito bites.”

WNV is usually transmitted 
to humans through the bite of 
an infected mosquito. There were 
six human cases of WNV in 2023. 
The first WNV human case this 
year was announced on August 
6 and was exposed in Hampden 
County. No animal cases of WNV 

have been detected so far this 
year.

“It is still summertime and the 
risk from WNV is going to be ele-
vated for some time,” said State 
Epidemiologist Dr. Catherine M. 
Brown. “People should use mos-
quito repellent with an EPA-reg-
istered active ingredient, cloth-
ing to reduce exposed skin, and 
consider rescheduling outdoor 
activities that occur during the 
evening or early morning.”

People have an important role 
to play in protecting themselves 
and their loved ones from illness-
es caused by mosquitoes.

 
Avoid Mosquito Bites

Apply Insect Repellent when 
Outdoors. Use a repellent with an 
EPA-registered ingredient, such 
as DEET (N,N-diethyl-m-tolu-

amide), permethrin, picaridin 
(KBR 3023), or oil of lemon eu-
calyptus (p-menthane-3,8-diol 
(PMD) or IR3535) according to 
the instructions on the product 
label. DEET products should not 
be used on infants under two 
months of age and should be used 
in concentrations of 30 percent 
or less on older children. Oil of 
lemon eucalyptus should not be 
used on children under three 
years of age.

  Be Aware of Peak Mosqui-
to Hours. The hours from dusk 
to dawn are peak biting times 
for many mosquitoes. Consider 
rescheduling outdoor activities 
that occur during evening or ear-
ly morning in areas of high risk.

Clothing Can Help Reduce 
Mosquito Bites.  Wearing long 
sleeves, long pants and socks 

when outdoors will help keep 
mosquitoes away from your skin.

 
Mosquito-Proof Your Home
Drain Standing Water.  Mos-

quitoes lay their eggs in stand-
ing water. Limit the number 
of places around your home for 
mosquitoes to breed by draining 
or discarding items that hold 
water. Check rain gutters and 
drains. Empty unused flowerpots 
and wading pools and change the 
water in birdbaths frequently.

 Install or Repair Screens. Keep 
mosquitoes outside by having 
tightly fitting screens on all win-
dows and doors.

 
Protect Your Animals

Animal owners should reduce 

Continued on page 19

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Ah, there is nothing more re-
laxing than a great massage! 
If the massage is gentle and 
loving, your dog or cat might 
agree. What’s more, if petting 
your animals is relaxing for you, 
massaging might even be a bet-
ter way to spend time together 
and improve your bond. 

Getting to Know You!
Writing on the Modern Dog 

website, Lola Michelin provides 
an excellent description of a 
10-minute maintenance mas-
sage: “Use a flat palm to slowly 
touch all the parts of your dog’s 
body. Really focus on what you 
are feeling and pay attention to 
all the layers, from hair through 
skin, fat, muscle, and down to 
bone.” 

She explains how this lets you 
know your dog or cat’s body and 
“...to notice any differences in 
surface temperature, sensitivity 
to touch, localized swelling or 
muscle tension, poor coat quality 
or tight skin.”

Once you know what’s ex-
pected, you can spot what has 
changed and will be better able 
to communicate to your veteri-
narian what you want them to 
check. 

Massage Calms
We used massage when we 

were doing a lot of fostering. 
Dogs entering foster homes are 
frightened and unsure of what 
will happen next. They must try 
to fit into a new routine in a new 
setting with strange people and 
other animals. 

Over the years, we’ve used 
Tellington TTouch massage 
on our dogs and with some of 
the skittish rescue pups we’ve 
fostered. Mardi Richmond de-
scribed the classic TTouch mas-
sage in an article in Whole Dog 
Journal, explaining that “... your 
fingers are slightly curved, and 
you use the pads of your fingers 
to create the circles.” She has 
found this “particularly useful 
for anxious dogs.” 

How well does it work? Our 
vet was concerned because Pop-
py’s heart rate was so low on 
the exam table. We had a quick 
explanation. While we waited for 
our appointment, Poppy was on 
Penny’s lap getting a half-hour 
massage. 

When to Apply Touch Therapy
A reassuring touch in a scary 

setting like a veterinary office 
may help calm an anxious an-
imal. However, this will only 
work for critters who are re-
ceptive to it. Trained experts 
in TTouch may be able to work 

with reluctant and highly agitat-
ed dogs, but most of us have to 
choose which dogs we massage 
with foresight and knowledge of 
their personalities. 

How do you tell if the dog is 
willing? Start with a few gen-
tle rubs. If the pup settles in 
and seems to enjoy it, continue. 
Some dogs will lean into anyone 
willing to give them some pats. 
That’s another sign that they are 
okay with some gentle massage. 

Once you’ve established that 

massage is welcome, consider 
using it for anxious situations 
like thunderstorms or fireworks. 

Medicinal Massage
If your animal has an injury or 

chronic condition like arthritis, 
your veterinarian may recom-
mend physical therapy. As you 
discuss this option, which may be 
an excellent one, ask if you can 
supplement the treatment with 
at-home massage and ask them 
to show you how to do it safely 

and effectively. 
Finally, for those who share 

their home with more than one 
animal, a regular schedule of 
one-on-one massage moments 
could be the perfect way to en-
sure that your whole furry family 
gets solo attention.

Do you have a question or top-
ic for City Paws? Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your request.

City Paws

Benefits of massage

Petting, massage, or touch therapy are all good ideas if you and your animal both enjoy the 
experience

State health officials announce season’s second human case of West Nile Virus
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When I 
own  
a home,
I’ll invite the  
entire family over.

Together we can make it possible.  
Visit mtb.com/firsthouse or call  
1-800-936-0969 to get started today. 

 Equal Housing Lender.  
©2024 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. NMLS #381076

ret036129 CRA Mortgage Ads – Jamaica Plain Gazette / Mission Hill Gazette 
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PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

JAMAICA PLAIN HOLDS ANNUAL DOMINICAN PARADE

Hermania Pepain, Joseline Aria, and Merarda Martinez.
Yeya and Taty with their lizard 
friend Rainbow. 

The Estrellas Tropicales dance troupe preforms on the 
Dominican Parade. 

Fracisco and Evelyn Gonzalez with Luis Capabello
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 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by 

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

www.buddydoghs.org

ASPEN
Aspen i s  a  happy, 
e n e r g e t i c  2  y e a r 
old dog who is dog 
friendly, horse friendly, 
and especially people 
friendly! She loves to 
play and is looking for 
an active family.

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert

C: 617.447.5350
O: 617.266.5200

Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

GABRIELLE BARON

10
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35
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50
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63
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105
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Bikes Not Bombs

B I K E - A - T H O N
A b i k e r i d e f o r s o c i a l c h a n g e

3 7 t h  A n n u a l

bikesnotbombs.org/bike-a-thon

Explore one of our 5 scenic routes:

Enjoy music and food at the 
after-party, and ride comfortably 

with route support including 
food, mechanics, and markings.

September 8th, 2024!

Scan the QR code to register!

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

JAMAICA PLAIN HOLDS ANNUAL DOMINICAN PARADE

Parade spectators line up on Centre Street.

Members of the Casa De La Cultura Dominicana En Boston 
march with a massive Dominican Republic flag. 

The Estrellas Tropicales 
dance troupe preforms on 
the Dominican Parade. 

Boston City Councilor At-
L a r g e  H e n r y  S a n t a n a 
marches in the Parade not 
just for being a part of the 
city government but also his 
Dominican heritage. 

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu poses with members of the Hyde 
Square Task Force. 

Jasmyn, and Kiana are excited 
to see the parade. 
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 Mayor Michelle Wu announced the 
lineup for the 24th annual Gospel Fest. 
This year’s event, which showcases 
both national and local gospel talent, 
will take place on Sunday, August 25 at 
5:00 p.m. at the Leader Bank Pavilion. 

“It is a joy to announce this year’s 
Gospel Fest,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“This event is a fantastic opportunity 
to celebrate music and community. I 
applaud the Office of Tourism, Sports, 
and Entertainment and community 
partners for organizing this tremen-

dous show.”
Gospel Fest will feature performanc-

es by Latice Crawford, a top three 
finalist on BET's "Sunday Best” and 
headliner Micah Stampley, renowned 
for his energetic style throughout his 
nearly two decade career. 

“I am really excited about this year’s 
lineup,” said John Borders IV, Director 
of Tourism, Sports, and Entertainment 
for the City of Boston. “I think we 
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Thank you, 
Attorney General Campbell

We’d like to express our congratulations, and thanks, to Mass. Attorney General An-
drea Campbell for her efforts in securing the recent landmark $600 million settlement 
with the major tobacco product companies. In addition to the $600 payment this year, 
the agreement calls for the companies to make annual payments in the years ahead.

This settlement comes on the heels of a comprehensive agreement Campbell’s office 
reached last year with JUUL, the e-cigarette manufacturer, whose products have proven 
attractive to our nation’s youth to such an extent that an estimated two million middle 
school and high school students used those highly-addictive nicotine devices in 2023 alone.

These and previous agreements seek to hold the tobacco manufacturers accountable 
for their marketing practices that directly have targeted our nation’s youth for decades 
(remember the infamous Joe Camel ads from the late 1980s?) with the express goal of 
churning out successive new generations of nicotine addicts.

The direct harm caused by tobacco products, whether they be cigarettes, cigars, e-cig-
arettes, tobacco leaves, or chewing tobacco, have long made them the greatest single 
source of public health problems in our country for generations, including lung cancer, 
throat cancer, emphysema, high-blood pressure, and cardiovascular disease. In fact, 
despite all of the progress we have made in reducing tobacco use in our country, lung 
cancer remains the leading cause of cancer deaths among both men and women in the 
United States and tobacco use is linked to 400,000 deaths in the U.S. each year.

Tobacco use also has a hidden and even more pernicious effect: Contrary to popular 
belief that existed for decades that marijuana was a “gateway” drug leading to stronger 
drug use, studies conducted both in England and in this country (by the Johns Hopkins 
School of Public Health) have shown that it is cigarette smoking at a young age that is 
most-predictive of a person’s risk of using illegal drugs later in life.

For our part, we take great satisfaction in the sea-change in the way that society views 
the use of tobacco products. Our newspapers won awards in the early and mid-1990s from 
the New England Press Assoc. and the Mass. Press Assoc. for our investigative stories 
and editorials regarding the ways in which local boards of health thwarted public health 
initiatives regarding tobacco use in public places. We also were honored by the Mass. 
Cancer Society in two successive years for our advocacy urging federal, state, and local 
leaders to recognize the need to regulate tobacco use in our society.

We applaud Attorney General Campbell for her efforts in bringing the tobacco compa-
nies to heel for the damage they have done to so many families in our country. Although 
the hundreds of millions of dollars from these settlements will not bring back any of our 
loved ones who suffered and died prematurely because of their tobacco use, hopefully 
the funds will educate future generations to prevent them from becoming addicted to 
tobacco products of any kind.

A great summer for the garden
Thanks to our mild winter, this past spring season was the most glorious in many 

years in our area. The early profusion of daffodils and tulips was followed by a gorgeous 
display of flowering crabapple trees, magnolias, and dogwoods, as well as our azaleas 
and rhododendrons, which bloomed fully and profusely.

This also was the best season we can remember for our hydrangeas, which benefited 
from the lack of winter cold-snaps that can prove lethal for the vulnerable tips of the 
plant that are the blossom. (We use an anti-desiccant spray on ours in order to provide 
some protection from winter’s chill, but even that does not shield them when tempera-
tures plunge into the single digits, which we avoided this past winter.)

However, the best part of our gardening efforts have come with the bounteous harvest 
of our tomatoes and other vegetables over the past six weeks. We planted our seedlings 
the weekend before Memorial Day, with the cherry tomatoes ripening in the first week 
of July. These days we only have a small patio in front of our condo, so we plant all of 
our veggies in large containers (which have the added benefit of keeping them out of 
the reach of the rabbits), but we have had more tomatoes, both cherries and the big 
ones, as well as cucumbers and summer squash, than we ever have had in our decades 
of growing vegetables.  

So yes, climate change, which is bringing us warmer ocean and air temperatures and 
milder winters, is not a good thing. But we have to admit that our delicious tomatoes, 
which taste just so much better when they come fresh from the garden than anything you 
can buy in a store and which benefit from our record-setting hot and humid summers, 
bring us a simple yet profound joy each and every day.

Continued on page 19

City of Boston announces 
24th annual Gospel Fest
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ADVERTISE IN THE GAZETTE
For Rates and Information, Please Call 617-524-7662

CLASSIFIED INFO:
email your classified to classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. 

For more info. call 617-524-2626

SERVICES

David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 
617-676-5676.

HEDGE CUTTING: Looking for help landscaping? Call Glenn 617-477-
7669

—— Classifieds ——

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of

Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and
Family Court

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF 
PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT
TO G.L. C. 190B,
§5-304
Docket No. 
SU24P1157GD
Suffolk Probate and
Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
In the matter of:
Catherine Hrdy
Of: Jamaica Plain, MA
RESPONDENT Alleged 
Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, a 
petition has been filed by Brigham 
& Women’s Hospital of Boston, 
MA in the above captioned matter 
alleging that Catherine Hrdy is in 
need of a Guardian and request-
ing that Albertina Cerveira-Hajjar 
of Brookline, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed as 
Guardian to serve Without Surety 
on the bond.
The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate.  The petition is on file 
with this court and may contain 
a request for certain specific 
authority.
You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 09/04/2024. This 
day is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline date by which you have 
to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you 
fail the written appearance by the 
return date, action may be taken 
in this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return 
date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about personal 

affairs or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on behalf 
of the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot afford 
a lawyer, one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 08, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

08/23/24
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU24P1691EA
Estate of:
Judith Kolligian
Date of Death:
02/06/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by 
Tanya K DeFrancesco of Waltham, 
MA requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: Tanya 
K DeFrancesco of Waltham, MA 
and Mark Kolligian of Franklin, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy 
of the Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 09/24/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection 
if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within 
thirty days (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised ad ministration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from the 
Personal Representative and may 
petition the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 13, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

08/23/24
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU24P1274EA
Estate of:
Roy James
Mccorkel, Jr.
Date of Death:
02/03/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by 
Hunter R. Mccorkel of Philadel-
phia, PA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Hunter R. Mccorkel of Philadel-
phia, PA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy 
of the Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 09/06/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection 
if you object to this proceeding. 

If you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within 
thirty days (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised ad ministration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from the 
Personal Representative and may 
petition the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: July 26, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

08/23/24
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU24C0332CA
In the matter of:
Zachary R.
Weishar
A Petition to Change Name of 
Adult has been filed by Zachary R. 
Weishar of Boston, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:
Zachary R. Minot-Weishar
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for pur-
poses of objecting to the petition 
by filing an appearance at:Suffolk 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
09/05/2024. This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 05, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

08/23/2024
JP

potential mosquito breeding sites 
on their property by eliminating 
standing water from contain-
ers such as buckets, tires, and 
wading pools – especially after 
heavy rains. Water troughs pro-
vide excellent mosquito breeding 
habitats and should be flushed 
out at least once a week during 
the summer months to reduce 
mosquitoes near paddock areas. 
Horse owners should keep hors-
es in indoor stalls at night to 
reduce their risk of exposure to 
mosquitoes. Owners should also 
speak with their veterinarian 

about mosquito repellents ap-
proved for use in animals and 
vaccinations to prevent West 
Nile virus (WNV) and EEE. If 
an animal is suspected of hav-
ing WNV or EEE, owners are 
required to report to the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Resources, 
Division of Animal Health by 
calling 617-626-1795, and to the 
Department of Public Health by 
calling 617-983-6800.

More information, including 
all WNV and EEE positive re-
sults, can be found on the Arbo-
virus Surveillance Information 
web page at Mosquito-borne 
Diseases | Mass.gov, which is 
updated daily, or by calling the 
DPH Division of Epidemiology at 
617-983-6800.

West Nile
Continued from page 15

have a little bit of the old with 
a little bit of the new—there is 
something for everyone. The City 
looks forward to bringing the 
community together to celebrate 
the tradition of gospel music.”

“I am thrilled for this year’s 
24th annual Gospel Fest,” said 
Will Dickerson, Faith-Based 
Community Liaison. “This event 
is a staple for the community and 
always brings together young 
people, older residents, and fam-
ilies in fellowship. I encourage 
folks to join us later this month 

to build community, enjoy gos-
pel music and end the summer 
strong.”

Doors will open at 4:00 p.m. 
and the show starts at 5:00 p.m. 
Pre-registration is not required. 
Concession stands will be open 
and the Boston Water and Sewer 
Commission water truck will be 
onsite for attendees. For more 
information about the 24th Gos-
pel Fest, please visit boston.gov/
gospel-fest.

Building on creating a vibrant 
summer, the Office of Tourism, 
Sports, and Entertainment is 
also hosting the Friday After-
noon Concert Series and the 
Summer Dance Party Series.

Gospel Fest
Continued from page 18
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