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THE ENCHANTED TROLLEY TOUR IN JP

PHOTO BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN
7

The Enchanted Trolley Tour made a stop in Jamaica Plain at the JP Monument. Boston Mayor
Michelle Wu joined Santa and Mrs Claus in bringing the holiday spirit to JP and lighting up
the holiday tree. Shown above are Beata, Coloyan, and Florence with Santa and Mrs Claus.
See Pages 16 and 17 for more photos.

Jamaica Pond Assoc. hears of

efforts to clean up the Muddy

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The Board of Directors of the
Jamaica Pond Association (JPA)
held its regular monthly meet-
ing on, December 2, via Zoom.
Chair Kay Mathew presided over
the session that included fellow
members of the board as well

as interested members of the
community.

Police Officer Patricia Darosa,
Sgt. Ryan Cunningham, and Rita
Alphonso Colon from the Parking
and Traffic Dept., all from Bos-
ton Police District E-13, were on
hand for the meeting.

Darosa presented the Commu-

nity Safety Report. Although she
said there was nothing to report
in the immediate JPA neighbor-
hood. Darosa did mention that
there has been an uptick in drug
use in the Forest Hills neighbor-
hood and the police have been

Continued on page 3
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SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Sherrill House, a not-for-profit
skilled nursing and rehabilita-
tion center, on Nov. 27 hosted
a birthday celebration for long-
term care resident and native
Bostonian Beatrice Busby, who
turned 109 years old. Beatrice
spent her career as a secretary
and worked three jobs as a single
mother to her son, putting him
through college. At 80 years old,
she reconnected with a friend,
fell in love and married him,
sharing almost 20 years together
before he passed away from can-
cer. She is an avid church mem-
ber at People’s Baptist Church
in Boston where she was first
baptized a 100 years ago at nine
years old. Her birthday was cel-
ebrated with cake and singing
with family and friends.

Among those officials attend-
ing included Emily Shea, Com-
missioner of the Age Strong Com-
mission, City of Boston, State
Rep. Samantha Montaiio, Mayor
Michelle Wu, Patrick J. Staple-
ton, CEO, Sherrill House as well
as Sherrill House residents and
staff.

Located in the Jamaica Plain
neighborhood of Boston, Sher-
rill House is a 182-bed, not-for-
profit skilled nursing and reha-
bilitation facility that provides
high-quality short-term reha-
bilitation, traditional long-term
care, and specialized care for
individuals with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and dementia. It also owns
and operates Longwood Hospice
in Brookline. For more infor-
mation, visit www.sherrillhouse.
org.

Beatrice Busby celebrated her 109th birthday at the Sherrill
House located in Jamaica Plain.
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City of Boston receives $9.8 million to build a climate-ready workforce

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Mayor Michelle Wu joined
Senator Ed Markey, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) officials,
state officials and local partners
to announce that the City of
Boston has been awarded $9.8
million from the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act to develop the workforce
needed to enhance climate and
coastal resilience across Boston
neighborhoods. The grant will
assist City departments in de-
veloping training programs that
build in-demand and emerging
climate resilience skills, offer
wraparound services to ensure
workers' success, and place
workers in good jobs and career
pathways. The Office of Work-
force Development (OWD), un-
der the leadership of the Worker
Empowerment Cabinet (WE) and
in collaboration with the En-
vironment, Energy, and Open
Space Cabinet (EEOS), Green
New Deal Office, and the Office
of Green Infrastructure applied
for the grant.

“Boston is the economic en-
gine of New England. We are
the national leader in education,
healthcare and biotechnology. If
we want to continue being the
best home for innovators, entre-
preneurs and working families,
we need to not only invest in cre-
ating more jobs but protecting our
coast and our residents from the
effects of climate change,” said
Mayor Michelle Wu. “This nearly
$10 million dollars in funding
from NOAA is going to help us
do all of that in partnership with
dozens of community partners
across labor, academia, non-prof-
it and the private sector. This
Alliance will create a pipeline
of highly skilled workers ready
to fill the good paying jobs it'll
take to protect our communities
from higher tides and stronger
storms. Thank you to all of our
partners across industries who
are forging this alliance with us
and to NOAA for helping execute
on our responsibility as a city to
keep our community safe with a
once in a generation opportunity
for Boston’s workforce.”

This funding comes from the
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration’s (NOAA)
Climate-Ready Workforce ini-
tiative. This represents a $60
million investment to support
sectoral partnerships that will
develop and implement job train-
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Mayor Michelle Wu with City and State officials and leaders, celebrating the award.

ing programs to help train and
place people in jobs that advance
a climate-ready workforce for
coastal and Great Lakes states,
Tribes, and Territories as part
of President Biden’s Investing in
America agenda under the Infla-
tion Reduction Act. The City of
Boston received the largest grant
among the nine projects selected
for funding through a competi-
tive process. Modeled after the
U.S. Department of Commerce
Economic Development Admin-
istration’s successful Good Jobs
Challenge, the Climate-Ready
Workforce initiative is uniquely
focused on preparing and placing
people in good jobs that will ad-
vance climate resilience nation-
wide, ensuring coastal commu-
nities are prepared for the worst
impacts of climate change. The
program will also assist employ-
ers in developing a 21st-century
workforce that is climate literate
and skilled at addressing climate
challenges.

“Thanks to this grant funding,
Boston’s Office of Workforce De-
velopment is uniquely positioned
to implement climate resilience
plans for the City of Boston,” said
Assistant Secretary of Commerce
for Oceans and Atmosphere and
Deputy NOAA Administrator,
Jainey Bavishi. “The cohort they
will be a part of highlights the
importance of regional public
and private partnerships in cli-

mate careers, and will ultimate-
ly strengthen efforts to build a
community that is more ready,
resilient, and responsive to the
impacts of climate change.”

Boston is uniquely vulnera-
ble to the impacts of climate
change. According to the 2016
Climate Ready Boston Report,
by the 2070s annualized losses
from coastal and riverine flood-
ing could amount to $1.4 billion.
To reach our climate goals, the
public, private, and institutional
sectors must make unprecedent-
ed investments that will require
alarger, more diverse workforce.
Boston has become a leader in
coastal resilience planning and
implementation. Since the 2016
Climate Ready Boston report,
the City of Boston has worked
with community partners to
complete coastal resilience solu-
tions plans for all 47 miles of
Boston’s coastline, presenting
district-scale and nature-based
solutions to reduce coastal flood
risk while simultaneously im-
proving connectivity along and
access to the waterfront, en-
hancing public open space and
recreation, and restoring natural
ecosystems.

In addition, Mayor Michelle
Wu established the Green New
Deal as a framework for tackling
the climate crisis in Boston —
with policies that address eco-
nomic, social, and racial ineq-

N

uities, while advancing health,
livability, and justice throughout
our neighborhoods for all Boston
residents. Through a series of
ambitious policies and city-wide
investments, Boston has been
steadily advancing towards its
climate and equity objectives,
striving to achieve carbon neu-
trality in our built environment,
promote economic vitality, and
enhance climate resilience across
the city for all our residents.

"Building climate resilience
is not just about infrastructure
and innovation — it's about peo-
ple. This funding from NOAA
enables Boston to lead in cre-
ating a workforce that is both
climate-ready and equity-driv-
en,” said Oliver Sellers-Garcia,
Environment Commissioner and
Green New Deal Director. “By in-
vesting in training programs and
job opportunities that prepare
individuals for high-demand re-
silience roles, we're not only for-
tifying our city against climate
impacts but also breaking down
barriers to economic opportunity
for historically underserved com-
munities. The Greater Boston
Climate and Coastal Resilience
Workforce Alliance is a testa-
ment to our commitment to a
just, inclusive, and sustainable
future.”

Boston cannot have a cli-
mate-ready city without a cli-
mate-ready workforce. The fund-

ing announced today creates
the Greater Boston Climate and
Coastal Resilience Workforce Al-
liance, an equity-based initiative
that will advance new sectoral
workforce development systems
aligned with achieving the ob-
jectives of a green economy and
growth. By creating workforce
development programs centered
on equity and engaged employ-
ers, this generational green in-
vestment can address age-old
inequalities in the city. The Al-
liance brings together 30+ key
stakeholders, including employ-
ers, training providers, commu-
nity engagement partners, cli-
mate policy practitioners, adult
basic education programs, and
wraparound service agencies to
develop and implement training
pathways aimed at filling over
1,200 committed jobs in coastal
and climate resilience occupa-
tions over four years. Workers
trained through the grant will be
placed in jobs that help advance
coastal resiliency strategies, es-
pecially in the municipal and
public sector including:

¢ Installation of green infra-
structure and other nature-based
solutions which are key strat-
egies for flood protection and
water quality.

* Working to ensure our wa-
ter and wastewater systems are

Continued on page 4
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JPA

Continued from page 1

addressing that problem.

"The Drug Control Unit did
an extraordinary job there in the
past few months, but the num-
ber of reported incidents of drug
use seem to have dropped off
recently," said JPA member Mi-
chael Reiskind, who also noted
that a Forest Hills Neighbor-
hood Assoc. has been addressing
that issue.

Darosa then explained that
six officers who have been as-
signed to Egleston Sq. and other
high-crime areas also have been
patrolling in Forest Hills, which
might explain the drop-off in
reported incidents.

Sgt. Ryan Cunningham from
District E-13 informed the group
that a pilot program called the
Community Interaction Team
is engaging with JP residents
to address citizens' complaints
and quality-of-life concerns. He
said the Police Dept. is looking
to expand the program to other
neighborhoods in the city.

District 6 City Councilor Ben
Weber briefly told the group of
the efforts he is making to ad-
dress the problem of long-term
vacant retail spaces in the out-
lying neighborhoods of the city,
including Jamaica Plain.

"We're trying to compile a da-
tabase to identify those empty
storefront spaces and then get in
touch with the landlords in order
to get them to fill the spaces,"
said Weber, adding that a "va-
cancy tax" could be one tool to
spur landlords to rent the store-

fronts. He noted that other big
cities, including San Francisco,
have been able to address this
issue successfully.

Weber also expressed his goal
of providing a full-time main-
tenance person from the city's
Parks Dept. for Jamaica Pond.
However, he noted that the
Parks Dept. has had difficulty
hiring new employees similar to
other city departments because
of low pay.

JPA member Franklyn Salim-
bene mentioned that there are
still three locations near Perkins
St. that need painted logos to
designate the paths for bicycles
and pedestrians and Weber said
he will try to have that issue
addressed.

Caroline Peters, the liaison for
Jamaica Plain from Mayor Wu's
office, also was on hand for the
meeting. Peters told the group
of the city-wide trolley tour with
Santa and Mayor Wu that will
make stops on Saturday in Hyde
Square at 2:00 and at the monu-
ment at 3:00.

Josh Ageloff from Senator
Mike Rush's office also was on
hand for the meeting.

The guest speaker for the eve-
ning was Lisa Kumpf, the River
Science Program Manager for
the Charles River Watershed
Association (CRWA), who had
been invited to the meeting by
Tony Dreyfus, who is the chair of
the JPA's Parks, Parkways and
Open Spaces Committee.

Kumpf presented the CRWA's
Muddy River Vision Plan. She
noted that the Muddy River
(whose watershed includes Ja-
maica, Wards, Willow, and Lev-
erett ponds) is the most polluted

PLEASE WRITE...

The Gazette welcomes letters to the edi-
tor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: Friday at
5 p.m. one week before publication.
Letters may be emailed to
letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.
Please include address and telephone number
for verification purposes.
Anonymous letters will not be published.

More information; 617-524-7662

tributary of the Charles Riv-
er watershed, which comprises
300 sq. miles and encompasses
35 cities and towns. The Mud-
dy, which comprises six square
miles, mostly in Brookline, flows
into the Charles River at its
basin.

"QOur goal is to develop a com-
munity-driven process," said
Kumpf, who noted that the
CRWA is working with the Em-
erald Necklace Conservancy and
the Consensus Building Insti-
tute, as well as with a number
of other partners (one of which
is the JPA) to develop an overall
plan to improve water quality.

She noted that the Muddy
River historically was a tidal
channel, but when the Back Bay
was filled in, the Muddy essen-
tially was used as a conduit for
disposing of sewage. The Army
Corps of Engineers successfully
has undertaken projects recently
to reduce damage from flooding,
improve aquatic habitat, and
rehabilitate historic landscape.
However, the efforts have fall-
en short in achieving the goals
of improving water quality and
implementing best management
practices.

Kumpf said that stormwater
runoff from streets and roadways
is a significant contributor to

the Muddy's pollution problem,
but there also is so-called "dry
weather" pollution emanating
from a combination of aging and
leaking wastewater pipes and
illegal direct connections from
homes and businesses.

Kumpf briefly discussed the
various solutions being consid-
ered to address these problems
and pointed out that the water
quality of the Charles River Ba-
sin went from a D to an A- over
a 25-year period, an outcome
that the CRWA is hopeful can be
achieved for the Muddy.

Kumpf then took questions
from those in attendance, one
of which elicited the fact that
about 50% of the pollution in
the Muddy is attributable to the
Village Brook, an underground
waterway that begins in Newton
and traverses through Brook-
line before discharging into the
Muddy.

Dreyfus also briefly spoke
of a meeting he attended with
city officials to discuss possi-
ble improvements to Jamaica
Pond by encouraging the Boston
Parks Dept. to develop a plan for
maintenance. However, he said
there presently are two problems
facing the Parks Dept.: There
are 40 vacant positions out of
180 total positions in the Parks

Dept. (an issue that Councillor
Weber had noted) and the city
presently is cash-strapped be-
cause of the steep decline since
COVID in commercial property
tax revenue.

Dreyfus suggested that in
view of the city's shortcomings,
perhaps private fundraising can
be undertaken to pay for mainte-
nance and capital projects.

Reiskind presented the re-
ports from the JP Neighborhood
Council (JPNC) and the JP Busi-
ness and Professional Associa-
tion (JPBPA).

He said that the JPBPA
voiced its approval for a beer
and wine license for the new
bb.q Chicken restaurant that is
planning to move into the space
of the former Cafe Beirut (which
closed last January) at 654 Cen-
tre Street. The JP location for
bb.q Chicken, which features
Korean barbecued chicken, will
join other outlets of the chain in
downtown Boston, Allston, Ken-
more Square, Cambridge's Cen-
tral Square, Lowell, and Quincy.

Reiskind also noted that this
Saturday (December 7) at 4:30,
there will be the debut of a new
holiday light show at the Baptist
Church.

The next meeting of the JPA
is set for January 6, 2025.

Boston Building
Resources

Door weather-stripping kits
from Boston Building Resources

will make your space more

comfortable. They’re easy to install with a few nails
and will pay for themselves by lowering heating

costs. Member price $34

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120

(near Roxbury Community College)

bostonbuildingresources.com

a consumer Co-op
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RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONY

The Margarita Muniz Acade-
my on Child Street in Jamaica
Plain celebrated the opening of
826 Boston's newest Writers'
Room on November 20. The
Muniz Academy is Boston's first

bilingual high school Writers'
Room, serving students during
and after the school day with
individualized attention that im-
proves writing skills and fosters
creative self-expression. Since

2007, 826 Boston's center in Eg-
leston Square has offered free
writing, tutoring, and publishing
services to students from kinder-
garten through high school.

Climate

—

@ﬁi

Shown (left to right) Are Jay Enciso, Bilingual In-Schools Program Director of 826 Boston,
Marilu Alvarado-Hernandez, Spanish Humanities Teacher of Margarita Muhiz Academy, Carmen
Ethan, and Des, students of Margarita Muhiz Academy, Luna Rodriguez, Muniz Writers’ Room
Manager of 826 Boston, Dania Vazquez, and Headmaster Margarita Muhiz Academy.

The Writers’ Room

at Margarita Mufiz Academy

! 1,2 Sala de Escritores

en la Academia Margar 3

PHOTOS COURTESY LEAH ABRAHAM/826 BOSTON
Some of the 826 Boston and Muniz Academy leadership along with state and city reps are
(left to right) Corey Yarbrough, Executive Director of 826 Boston, Melissa Beltran, Director
of Constituent Services, Boston City Councilor Ben Weber, Dania Vazquez, Headmaster of
Margarita Muniz Academy, State Representative Samantha Montano, and Bonnie Delaune,
Chief of Staff for Boston City Councilor Ben Weber.

Continued from page 2

reliable.

¢ Building critical flood and
coastal protection infrastruc-
ture.

¢ Strengthening the City's
emergency preparedness and
response capabilities.

¢ Climate and coastal resil-
ience community education and
outreach.

"To create a climate resilient
city for all, we must create a
trained, well-paid, diverse talent
pool to tackle these pressing is-
sues with a focus on equity and
engaged employers,” said Trinh
Nguyen, Chief of Worker Em-
powerment. “We are incredibly
grateful to NOAA for providing
this funding to create the Great-
er Boston Climate and Coastal
Resilience Workforce Alliance
that will allow us to address
critical workforce development
needs to support Boston's coastal
climate and coastal resilience
goals."

"Developing a workforce with
climate-informed skills is es-
sential for building statewide
capacity for advancing climate
adaptation and resilience," said
Rebecca Tepper, Massachu-
setts Energy and Environmen-
tal Affairs Secretary. "The City
of Boston’s leadership on eq-
uitable workforce development
for regional climate resilience
is commendable, and this col-
laboration among municipal,

state, and private sector part-
ners underscores the City's and
the state's dedication to creat-
ing climate career and educa-
tion pathways for people from
underrepresented populations.
We are proud to support this
initiative through positions at
the Department of Conservation
and Recreation, and we deeply
appreciate NOAA’s support.”

The Alliance is employer-driv-
en with employer engagement
in the curriculum, assessment,
pre-hiring, and support services
for graduates. Unlike other em-
ployer-driven approaches, this
initiative is unique in that the
City of Boston is leading the
way as a model employer. In
addition, the Alliance will bene-
fit individuals from historically
underrepresented communities
and incorporate wrap-around
services like childcare, career
coaching, and training stipends
to ensure their success.

“Parterre Ecological Services
is proud to partner with the
City of Boston to help prepare
our company and our city for
the ever-advancing impacts of
climate change," said Jason Har-
ris, Owner of Parterre Ecologi-
cal Services. “The Alliance will
assist us greatly in finding the
people we need to grow and rise
to this challenge. As an employ-
er, this presents us with a rare
chance to add skills and talent
to our base while working close-
ly with local government and
non-profits to impact our local
communities while improving
our business prospects.”

@ 617.522.4444

475 CENTRE ST.

JAMAICA PLAIN, MA 02130
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SCENES FROM THE ENGLISH-LATIN ;
FOOTBALL GAME ON THANKSGIVING DAY |

In the 137th clash of the English-Latin Thanksgiving Day rivalry that began in 1887,
English won this year by a score of 22-12. Putting in a great effort towards the win were
seniors Dasani Avlardo, Kamren DePeiza (2 touchdowns) and Ajhani Graham. English
led 16-0 before Latin got on the board. The rain picked up as the game progressed
and fan turnout was down due to the weather. The win for English is the 3rd in the
last four years but Boston Latin holds a commanding lead in the rivalry at 84-40-13.

Gy Lo

English High cheerleaders get together for a team photo.

PATRICK O'CONNOR PHOTOS
Boston Latin cheerleaders get together for a group pic at Harvard Stadium.

Gene Bolinger named Interim President

of the Friends of the Public Garden

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE firm, Weston & Sampson, for decades, he most

recently participated in completing the Master Plan 2

Ahead of President Liz Viz- for Boston Common. ! b

za’s imminent retirement, Gene Bolinger will work alongside Vizza as she pre- English High football players mak
Bolinger has been named Inter-  pares to part with the organization on Dec. 31. at the end of the game.

e peace with the Wolfpack (Boston Latin))

im President of the Friends of

th%f))llilslgi(:rcvrv?: ;a;r)ll.)ointed to the Gazette P Ct Of the Week

Boston Parks Commission in by Sarah Carroll
2023, and he has served as a
volunteer on the Friends Com-
mon Committee and Council,
becoming Council Co-chair this
year. As a former Vice President
and head of the landscape archi-
tecture practice at the Boston

Sotheby’s Open the door

Glbson INTERNATIONAL REALTY ’
o to what’s next.

JAMAICA PLAIN

34 Moraine Street | Offered at $1,800,000
8 Beds | 3F 1H Baths | 4,351 Sq. Ft.

| Gioulianna Dimitri | 857.294.8267

* Brilliant Places | 617.694.9759

Skylar is a beautiful 7

year old gal who was
adopted years ago and
then found herself back

at the shelter because

WEST ROXBURY

46 Landseer Street | Offered at $1,799,000
4 Beds | 3F 1H Baths | 2,268 Sq. Ft.

Scott Goldsmith | 617.529.2434

Sean Preston | 617.855.8502

her family was gone
long hours daily. She is

a big girl and so sweet!

ROSLINDALE
69 Bradfield Avenue, Unit 1 | Offered at $575,000
2 Beds | 1IF Bath | 1,092 Sq. Ft.
Sean Preston | 617.855.8502
Arman Mavai | 617.817.6789

She is hoping her new
family will come along
soon, as she is used to

being a family pet!

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by

Sarah Carroll, REALTOR®
The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate

SCAN TO VIEW MORE PROPERTIES

COURTESY OF THE FRIENDS OF THE GIBSONSOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

PUBLIC GARDEN 16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116
Gene Bolinger, new Interim ! 781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com LG Tl support e prmaIles ot For Housing ALt ancthe EQual OSprUiy ACH
President Of the Friends Of e o e T ] — THE RESIDENTIAL vAvliltﬁgﬁ{ir:%;:;e subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal
the Public Garden. www.buddydoghs.org GROUP
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Hatoft’s expansion proposal deferred at ZBA hearing

By MicHAEL COUGHLIN JR.

A proposal to expand Hatoff’s
Gas Station was slated to be
heard and ruled on during the
Zoning Board of Appeal’s (ZBA)
hearing at the end of November;
however, at the request of an
attorney representing the pro-
ponent, the item was deferred
until the end of January.

Per the ZBA’s agenda for the
abovementioned meeting, the
project, listed with an address
of 2-14 Kenton Road, entails
constructing a covered gas pump
island along with site improve-
ments and landscaping. The
agenda also notes that a build-

ing at the rear of the property
is proposed to be razed on a
separate permit.

Attorney Timothy Fraser of
Dain, Torpy, Le Ray, Wiest &
Garner, P.C., who indicated he
was newly added council, sought
the deferral, citing “additional
work to do with some abutters
in the community.”

The project has received push-
back from the community in that
the Stonybrook Neighborhood
Association (SNA) unanimously
voted to oppose the proposal, and
the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood
Council’s (JPNC) Zoning Com-
mittee was also unanimously in
opposition to the proposal, ac-

cording to an email from SNA’s
Steering Committee.

As for why the SNA opposed
the project, the abovementioned
email cites concerns about the
potential for an up to 66% in-
crease in traffic, an increase in
trash, an increase in noise and
air pollution, light pollution,
health and environmental im-
pacts, and more.

Additionally, the email pro-
vided a statement from direct
abutters who voiced concerns
about the proposal, describing
Hatoff's as a “neglectful and
disrespectful” neighbor, citing
issues with trash, traffic, noise,
and more.

It should also be noted that
the Hatoff’s expansion proposal
has been a big topic of discussion
in relation to another project un-
dergoing Article 80 review that
would bring two new buildings
and several units at 3430 and
3440 Washington Street.

Specifically, members of the
Impact Advisory Group (IAG) for
the Article 80 project questioned
how an expansion of Hatoff’s
and the future construction of
a residential building on the
same property meshed at an
IAG meeting in October covered
by the Jamaica Plain Gazette
— https:/jamaicaplaingazette.
com/2024/10/25/3430-3440-

washington-street-project-pre-
sented-at-iag-meeting/#google_
vignette.

It should be noted that a rep-
resentative from the Planning
Department and the developer
at the October IAG meeting said
the two projects were separate.

As for when the Hatoff’s ex-
pansion proposal is slated to
be heard, the ZBA voted unan-
imously to defer the item until
the January 28th hearing.

For more information about
the ZBA and to view upcoming
meeting agendas, visit https:/
www.boston.gov/departments/
inspectional-services/zon-
ing-board-appeal.

Rose Kennedy Greenway announces the return of Hatchlings winter lights

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The Rose Kennedy Greenway
Conservancy is excited to an-
nounce that Hatchlings by inter-
disciplinary design team Studio
HHH have returned in Novem-
ber. Hatchlings, which debuted
on The Greenway last winter,
provide a playful reference to
one of Boston’s most iconic land-
marks, the Hatch Shell on the
Esplanade, while envisioning a
brighter and more environmen-
tally sustainable future.

Selected as the winning design
from the Greenway Conservan-
cy’s 2023 Request for Proposals
for a Winter Lights Program,
Hatchlings was inspired by a
whimsical question posed by
Studio HHH: What if the Hatch
Shell on the Esplanade hatched a
cluster of baby “shells” that wan-
dered off down the Charles River
Esplanade through The Green-
way like adventurous ducklings?

“We loved studying the intri-
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cate Art Deco architecture of the
Hatch Shell pavilion,” said Va-
nessa Till Hooper, founder and
creative director at Studio HHH.
“Through the process of working
to echo its arches and angles,
we discovered many layers of
thoughtful design and mathe-
matical elegance. It’s a perfect
structure, and we are delighted
by the opportunity to draw new
attention to this beautiful and
historic Boston landmark.”

Similar to last year’s instal-
lation, many of the Hatchlings
will be powered either entirely
through solar power or through
a combination of grid and solar
power. “Maintaining consistent
solar energy throughout the
darkest months of the year was
a design challenge we were ex-
cited to meet, something that
our studio felt was critical to ad-
vancing the conversation about
sustainability in Boston,” said
Teresita Cochran, solar special-
ist at Studio HHH.

For YOUR
HEALIT H

MIND & BODY

FITNESS TRAINING

FEEL YOUR BEST WITH 25-MINUTE SESSIONS OF
PRIVATE TRAINING LIVE ONLINE OR IN PERSON

GYMAICA PERSONAL TRAINERS

FITNESS@GYMAICA.COM 2 PORTER ST, JP 617-620-8155

A look at the Hatchlings winter lights from last year.

In total, nine Hatchlings dot
The Greenway, each featuring
vibrant arches in colorful ani-
mated lights. The Hatchlings
appear in a variety of sizes,
with the largest standing at 8.5
feet tall and the smallest at 2.5
feet tall. Throughout the winter
months, the pavilions will serve
as sites for informal gatherings,
photo backdrops, and other ac-
tivations.

We welcome you to join us
in celebrating the re-opening of
the Hatchlings at The Green-
way’s Winter Warmer on Satur-
day, December 21 from 2:00 pm
to 4:00 pm at Rings Fountain.
Come celebrate the Winter Sol-
stice with FREE programming
including a hot chocolate bar,
holiday toy workshop, bubble
house, photo booth, with live
music and an instrument petting
zoo by Boston Music Project.

Visit rosekennedygreenway.

org/hatchlings to find the ex-
act locations of the Hatchlings
and to download an interactive
walking tour. For more infor-
mation on upcoming events in
connection with the Hatchlings,
please check the Greenway Con-
servancy’s events calendar: rose-
kennedygreenway.org/calendar.

Follow the Hatchlings’ winter
fun on social media (@rosekenne-
dygreenway) and share your own
posts using the hashtag #Hatch-
lingsOnTheGreenway

The Greenway Winter Lights
Program is exclusively funded
through private sources. Hatch-
lings by Studio HHH (2023-
2024) was made possible through
the generous support of Meet
Boston.

Studio HHH is an interdis-
ciplinary design studio special-
izing in creative interventions
within the built environment
and public realm, led by found-

PHOTO COURTESY CHRIS RUCINSKI

er/creative director Vanessa Till
Hooper and art production man-
ager Emily Castro. The studio
team of all-women designers and
artists, including sustainability
specialist Teresita Cochran, de-
velops meaningful and engaging
experiences at the intersection of
art, architecture, and technolo-
gy. Studio HHH was founded in
2018 in Somerville, MA. They
currently operate in Boston, The
Berkshires in western MA, and
Brooklyn, NY.

The Greenway is a contempo-
rary public park in the heart of
Boston. The Greenway welcomes
millions of visitors annually to
gather, play, unwind, and ex-
plore. The Greenway Conservan-
cy is the non-profit responsible
for the management and care of
The Greenway. The majority of
the public park’s annual budget
is generously provided by private
sources.
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Old North Church undergoin

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

An interior revolution is un-
derway at Boston’s Old North
Church and Historic Site. On
Sept 30, a 6-month paint con-
servation and restoration project
began to uncover 18th-century
painted angels hidden beneath
layers of white overpaint on the
balcony arches in the church’s
sanctuary. I invite you to join
renowned paintings and murals
conservator Gianfranco Pocobe-
ne for the multi-step process that
has begun at Old North Church
in Boston’s North End and will
continue through late March.

The angels at the center of
this work were painted by John
Gibbs, an accomplished decora-
tive painter and congregation
member, who completed Old
North Church’s first major in-
terior decoration, including the
painting of 16 angels, between
1727 and the 1730s. The angels
are depicted as cherubs, with
round childlike faces and wings.

While Old North Church once
boasted a colorful interior filled
with intricate and ornate de-
signs, all of this artwork — in-
cluding Gibbs’s angels — was
painted over with white paint
in 1912. However, a paint study
conducted in 2017 revealed that
the lost cherubs still exist. Ex-
pert craftspeople painstakingly
removed layers of white paint
to partially uncover one of the
angels painted in 1727. Old
North’s team nicknamed this
angel “Howard” in honor of a
beloved advocate and supporter
of the church.

The 2024-2025 paint resto-
ration project is restoring more
of Gibbs’s work: the rest of the
angels and decorative festoons
between them. In order to un-
cover the angels, lead conser-
vator Gianfranco Pocobene and
his team apply a solvent gel
similar to a paint stripper that
softens the layers of white paint,
manually remove the overpaint
with a plastic scraper, and then
do additional cleaning with a
cotton swab covered in solvents.
An exciting discovery has been
that Gibbs’s angels do not have
identical faces; each one was de-
signed to be unique. Watch this
video interview with Gianfranco
to learn more.

“The timing of this project is
particularly exciting. As we ap-
proach the 250th anniversary of
Old North’s signal lanterns and

Aworker painstakingly removes layers of white paint to partially
uncover one of the angels painted in 1727.

Paul Revere’s midnight ride in
April 2025, visitors to the church
will get a glimpse of the sanctu-
ary as Revere knew it,” said Nik-
ki Stewart, Executive Director of
Old North Illuminated.

This project will be done in
two phases:

¢ Phase 1 (through Dec.): Gi-
anfranco and his team will work
on scaffolding in the rear of the
church while they conduct the
work and test solvent mixtures
on small areas of paint. The
winning solution will be used on
the surface to swell and dissolve
an estimated three to four layers
of paint, which will be delicately
stripped away to reveal 8 of the
hidden angels. The project will
then pause as scaffolding will
come down for holiday services
in the church.

* Phase 2 (mid-Jan. through
late March): Scaffolding will go
back up in the front of the church
to continue the stripping pro-
cess. Eight more angels will be
revealed. In early 2025, visitors
will see half of the work complete
and the other half in progress,
making it an ideal time for me-
dia coverage. The grand reveal,
when all 16 angels will be uncov-
ered, will be in April.

“The step-by-step uncover-
ing of the angels at Old North
Church is revealing fascinating
aspects of John Gibbs’s paint-

Brendan Behan Pub
378A Centre Street

Jamaica Plain

/
ad

ing technique,” said Gianfran-
co. “Even more intriguing and
exciting is the opportunity to
conserve and restore some of
the earliest paint decorations in
America and make them acces-
sible to the public and scholars
alike.”

Born in Italy and raised in
Canada, Gianfranco received his
Master of Arts in Conservation
from Queen’s University, Kings-
ton, Ontario in 1984. He first
came to Boston in the 1980s to
earn a Certificate of Advanced
Training from the Center for
Conservation and Technical
Studies at Harvard Art Muse-

g paint conservation and restoration

Ty

project

e

The angels are depicted as cherubs, with round childlike faces
and wings.

ums. He then spent the next 15
years working for the Straus
Center for Conservation, Har-
vard Art Museums where he
oversaw the restoration of mu-
ral cycles at the Boston Public
Library by Puvis de Chavannes,
Edwin Austin Abbey, and John
Singer Sargent. In 2004, he was
appointed Chief Conservator at
the Isabella Stewart Gardner
Museum where he carried out
treatments and technical studies
on the paintings collection. Early
this year he left the Gardner

Museum to focus exclusively on
his private practice, Gianfran-
co Pocobene Studio which was
established in 1991. Some of
the Studio’s significant mural
projects include the restoration
of the John LaFarge murals
at Trinity Church, Boston, the
Women’s Gallery mural at Vil-
na Shul, Beacon Hill, Puvis de
Chavannes’ Philosophy mural
at the Boston Public Library,
and Benjamin Constant’s mural
at the Ames-Webster Mansion,
Boston.

EYE Q OPTICAL

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT
most insurances accepted
617.983.3937
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City Paws

Suddenly, your dog is a senior!

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

The ASPCA says, “Most dogs
enter their golden years between
seven and 10 years of age, with
large/giant breeds becoming se-
niors earlier than small breeds.”
The signs of aging are subtle and
usually include a bit of a slow-
down. Your dog may be sleeping
more and showing signs of stiff-
ness when moving.

Our Westie Poppy is now
twelve. At this point, she shows
no signs of loss of vision, hearing,
energy, muscle tone, skin elastic-
ity, hair, immunity, arthritis, or
other joint problems.

And Poppy’s mental acuity is
excellent. She quickly learns new
things, remembers her favorite
people and places, responds to
the same words, and reacts to
the same things. You and your
veterinary team can use this
checklist to communicate how
your dog is aging.

Maybe It’s Not Old Age

Some things we consider old
age can also be signs of pain.
Changes in appetite, routine,
getting up slowly, heavy pant-
ing, grumbling, and being a bit
grumpy can happen as pets age,
but these are all signs of pain as

well. If a dog changes her sleep-
ing position, has more accidents
in the house, doesn’t want to
play, or avoids jumping up on
a chair or sofa, you should note
the behavior and report it to
your vet.

Most veterinary practices sug-
gest twice-yearly checkups for
seniors. Discuss weight, exercise,
feeding, supplements, and medi-
cations at these sessions. Weight
control is even more critical in
seniors. It takes teamwork to
help a dog lose weight. Make

Continued on page 9

New SIths and sounds can stimulate an o/der dog’s brain.
Try walking in new places with new paths, smells, sights,
and sounds.

CARPENTRY

JP resident

617-852-7409

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Asbestos & Mold Issues?

For a Licensed
Inspector Call Neal
617-593-1664

Asbestos

Alexander Douyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CSL. 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

4%y earthen
€88 <toneworks

ql’ Design and Construction

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works

Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

LICENSED, INSURED W

IN COMM OF MASS
Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities
DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND
CPTED PRACTITIONER WITH A GREENER

+‘ ! APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT
{1 781-727-3694

GEN ERAL CONTRACTI NG

=

(‘ P
YNAUGHTONx
ONTRCTING’

*"‘”’c

Carpentry « House Painting e Masonry
Full or Partial Restoration of Home
Exterior Shingle « Clapboards  Decks

40 years in business
References, Licensed & Insured

617-327-2231 617-953-8523

JP HANOYMAN

Local Owner Operated!

| Meticul 30 years
« Prompt, Personal, Meticulous . I
Workmanship experience:

« Reasonable Rates & Free Estimates Book now for Holidays!

o Vast, Array of Meticulous
Workmanship 857'246'4317
LANDSCAPING

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and
odd job services.

 Small/ Med. Project Specialist

20+ years of experience.
i < Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

SULA\VALLEY

Additions  kitchens bathrooms
New construction - General remodeling

617-981-9456

60 Amory St, Boston, MA 02119 info@sulavalley.com
Res. Comm. Insured  Licenses: HIC 185545 CS-113672

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years
experience. Honest & affordable. No job
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS!
Ask about our
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.
Cynthia “Kare” Shephard
617-930-0582(cell) ® karespainting@aol.com
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City Paws

Continued from page 8

sure you have every member
of your household on the team.
Discuss your specific guidelines
for feeding, restricting extra cal-
ories, and exercising to anyone
who will be pet sitting, providing
daycare, or boarding your senior
dog.

Improvements in veterinary

science, nutrition, and pet
guardian education are helping
our dogs and cats live longer,
healthier lives. After treatment
for something other than old
age, that old dog may bring you
a leash or a favorite toy.

Keep up the Exercise
We all understand that daily
exercise is essential for dogs'
physical conditioning and weight
control. However, more and more
research tells us that exercising

the brain is important to pre-
vent dementia and improve dogs'
quality of life. In dogs, dementia
is called canine cognitive dys-
function (CCD). Many lifestyle
habits that help human brain
health also apply to dogs.
Think about how tired high-
ly-activated brain cells make you
when you take a class, learn
a new skill, read up on a new
topic, or spend time in a new
setting or with new people. It
can be exhausting. Remember

this when deciding on the proper
brain workout for your dog.
New sights and sounds may
stimulate an older dog’s brain.
You can try walking in new plac-
es, training new behaviors, and
playing games appropriate to
a dog’s age and physical abili-
ties. Old dogs might enjoy a food
puzzle toy that rewards their
efforts to get at the food with a
steady flow of treats. (Ensure
those treats are healthy and part
of your dog’s daily food intake.)

Knowing your dog is vital. A
devoted sniffer may love a good
game of find-the-snack. More
time with other dogs and people
may stimulate a social butterfly.
A shy or anxious dog may prefer
to sit back and watch or play a
quiet game of “push that ball
to me.”

Do you have a question or
topic for City Paws? Email Pen-
ny@BostonZest.com with your
request.

HOME SERVICE GUIDE

Carpentry e Painting

PLUMBING

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

Siding e Gutters

Flat Rubber Roofs

Family Owned

LANDSCAPING &
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

« Landscape maintenance

+ Seed * Sod

* Tree service

« Commercial & Residenti

* House Cleaning
Service Available

* Free estimates

E NZO

* Paving

Bohcat
Service

Call for
Estimates

* Fence Installation

617-590-2510

FULLY INSURED
& BONDED

T and P Handyman Service

Carpentry, Masonry, Fences, Painting & Odd Jobs
No job too small! Years of experience!!

617-279-9815

No job too small

(617) 361-6532

Member Better Business Bureau

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

HOME REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION

Free estimates

Licensed & Insured
Mass lic # 9290

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Licensed Contractor
(lic #CS 088319)

Thomas Murray Home Improvement

Carpentry « Painting - General Home Repairs
Remodeling

( Interior & Exterior )

(617) 549-6029

Free estimates

ROOF REPAIR

ROOF LEAKING?

* Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 + Ice & Snow Removal
Asphault Shingles « Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds
* Gutters - Downspouts « Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

senior & Vets

20%

Discount

(617) 888-8058

Licenced Free Estimates

Family owneq g
Operated.

Years in businesg
Insured

617-719-4200

alexisremodeling@yahoo.com

Home Remodeling
&, Construction

” s
Decks, Porches, Siding, Doors
Windows, Kitchens and Bathrooms

Michael
Keohane

Woodworking
class

No experience needed

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

RUSH!

You'll also get career training
and money for college. If you're
ready for the excitement, join
the Army National Guard today.

ADRENALINE

1-800-GO-GUARD * www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com

FIND US ONLINE: WWW.JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM
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HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE AT STONYBROOK METAL ARTS

H Derek KouyoumsiaN PHoTOS
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day Open House. The event fea-
tured the work of resident artists
as well as classes in welding,
casting, jewelery making, and

more. Visitors could purchase
gifts for the holidays or even
learn how to make them.

Stonybrook Metal Arts at 24
Porter Street in JP held a Holi-

¥ “B

Artist Lois Cremmins is surrounded by her many paintings
in her upstairs studio.

KEEP WIPES
OUT OF PIPES

Artist Chris Burke shows visitors his many examples of his
work including a complete chess set.
Inset: A chess set queen fashioned as the Greek mythological
character Medusa by metal artist Chris Burke.

ONLY
Toilet Paper

NO
Wipes

cn“ cI.OG voun PIPES Neighborhoods on a Neighborhoods on a
Regular Pick-Up Schedule: Delayed Pick-Up Schedule:

Wlp”e? that claim to be flushcble onc! sewer . BAGKTY p—— pe—
safe” in fc?ct are not sewer friendly. Unlike toilet « Bayyiilans s Rty « Brighiton
paper, wipes do not break down as they travel « Pespon 1l - e Sk —
through pipes and the public sewer system. Wipes I —_— & Wrent Brd R —
can cause backups in your home plumbing and ¢ Downtown Boston e East Boston
can cause sewer overflows in the street.  Fenway-Kenmore * Hyde Park

o o ¢ Mission Hill * Jamaica Plain
Don’t flush wipes- e Wharf District e Mattapan
Place them in the trash after use! o REElEElE

* South Boston

2 Boston Water and « West Roxbury
“a® Sewer Commission
X0 [Sherser ARG *All delays in service begin on Wednesday 12 /25
617-989-7000 CITY of BOSTON é Publc Works C.? WASTE boston.gov/trash-day
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Molten aluminum is poured
into molds.

of Stonybrook Metal Arts,
stands with David, made by
the other co-owner Morris
Norvin.

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE AT STON

LE ¢
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(o e, —
& E — - < -

captivated by the metalworking demonstration.

Artist Danilo Vega-Micci shows off his
candleabra piece.

YB

The audience, kept a safe distance back from the activity, is

ArtistKalamu Kieta with his piece Sculptural
Land Camera, a repurposed professional
video camera from the 1970s.

WILLIAM RAVEIS

GB

GABRIELLE BARON

C: 617.447.5350

0: 617.266.5200
Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

Trusted Neighbor

Real Estate Expert A

ROOK METAL ARTS

Taking a break from a visit with their son living in JP, Honi
Kawut and Mark Landsberg work on making molds.

Jewelery artist Kylie Weinzierl shows
some of her impressive work.

Mount Pleasant Home

Historic 62+ Community

Mount Pleasant Home is now managed by HumanGood
one of the nation’s largest and most reputable non-profit
operators of senior living communities.

Residents of Mount Pleasant Home enjoy quiet and
scenic views and life enrichment programs among many
inclusive amenities. And team members feel rewarded
by the natural engagement that comes from spending
their days among these amazing and welcoming people.

To learn more please visit www.MountPleasantHome.org

301 South Huntington Avenue
Jamaica Plain

(617) 522-7600

SrrcATURITY

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?

Give Us a Call!!
617-524-2626
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JP CENTRE SOUTH MAIN STREETS CELEB

JP Centre South Main Streets
celebrated the 5th year of its
JP Holiday Light Show with an
opening party on the grounds
of the First Baptist Church. A
presentation of images is laser
projected onto the church steeple

Images created by artist Diego Delmar are projected onto the
steeple of the First Baptist Church as he tests the presentation

sequence.

throughout the holiday season.
This is the 2nd year Mexican art-
ist Diego Delmar has contributed
his artistic vision. Viewers can
also use their smart devices to
listen to music as well as dialog
on English and Spanish.

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

The Christalin Family takes in the presentation.

DECEMBER 13,2024

v
Katie and Meera Estabrook are
enjoying the light show.

v

The presentation was created
by Mexican artist Diego Delmar
from artistgroup Holiday Light

Stephanie Moss with Loretta
and her baby.

Jude and Tyler Moss are
transfixed by the instillation.

2 4 " T3
Riley Brown is overcome with
enthusiasm seeing the vibrant
images displayed.

RATES WITH JP HOLIDAY LIGHT SHOW

* N

Images created by artist Diego Delmar are projected onto the
steeple of the First Baptist Church as he tests the presentation
sequence.

Kate Mysak with Effie and Tasos Giannoulis.
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New tools to assist residents in building Accessory Dwelling Units

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The City of Boston has an-
nounced a new program to
support Boston homeowners
in building Accessory Dwelling
Units (ADUs) on their prop-
erty. This initiative, admin-
istered by the Boston Home
Center (BHC), a division of
the Mayor’s Office of Housing,
offers a new bank loan option
alongside grants and other fi-
nancial assistance to help cov-
er costs related to designing,
permitting, and building an
ADU. Additionally, the Plan-
ning Department is releasing
an Accessory Dwelling Unit
(ADU) Guidebook, an illus-
trated manual that will help
property owners in Boston
who may want to build an
ADU on their property. This
book is available online, and
in all Boston Public Library
branches. Building on the
Mayor’s leadership to make
Boston a home for everyone,
these steps are important to
increasing the City’s multi-

generational housing stock,
keeping families together and
building wealth.

"Accessory Dwelling Units
are a powerful tool in our ef-
forts to address the housing
crisis in Boston," said May-
or Michelle Wu. "By creating
more flexible and affordable
living options, ADUs allow
homeowners to maximize their
property while contributing to
the availability of housing in
our neighborhoods. This ini-
tiative not only supports fam-
ilies looking to generate extra
income or house loved ones but
also strengthens our commu-
nities with more diverse and
accessible housing choices."

Through the loan programs,
the BHC provides income-eli-
gible owners of 1-3 unit homes
who plan to add an ADU with
a Technical Assistant Grant
of up to $7,500. This grant
provides eligible homeowners
with targeted funding and
staff guidance throughout the
pre-construction phases of re-
searching, designing, and per-

mitting their ADU. Addition-
ally, homeowners can apply for
an ADU Loan from the City
of up to $50,000 to support
construction costs. The ADU
Loan carries 0% interest and
is deferred, meaning there are
no monthly payments. Home-
owners approved for this pro-
gram are paired with a BHC
Construction Specialist who
monitors progress throughout
the building process. Eligible
homeowners who receive an
ADU Loan may also explore
additional financing opportu-
nities with participating lend-
ers. To qualify for the program,
applicants must meet specific
income and asset limits.
“Accessory Dwelling Units
are an important part of our
strategy to expand housing
options in Boston,” said Sheila
A. Dillon, Chief of Housing.
“ADUs give homeowners a
way to create additional liv-
ing spaces that can serve as a
source of income, provide hous-
ing for family members, and
help address the city’s housing

needs. By making it easier to
build ADUs, we are supporting
residents, increasing housing
supply, and strengthening
neighborhoods.”

As part of this effort, the
City is also piloting a new
ADU Bank Loan in partner-
ship with local banks, Leader
Bank, Dedham/Southshore
Bank, Needham Bank, and
the Cooperative Bank. Rec-
ognizing the challenges posed
by construction expenses, the
Boston Home Center and the
Mayor’s Office of New Ur-
ban Mechanics initiated a
collaboration with Harvard’s
Laboratory for Values in the
Built Environment and local
lending institutions to devel-
op innovative solutions that
ensure low- and moderate- in-
come homeowners can access
the unique benefits ADUs pro-
vide. This resulting loan fills a
gap in the market, providing
affordable financing to cover
construction costs associated
with building ADUs.

“Our research shows that

homeowners need new loan
products to meet the unique
opportunity that rental ADUs
can offer homeowners, and
provide equitable access to
ADU financing,” said Charu
Singh, Research Associate
at the Laboratory for Values
in the Built Environment at
Harvard GSD. “I'm proud of
the groundbreaking work our
group has done to equitably
expand the lending toolbox, es-
pecially during this time when
Boston is struggling with too
few housing options and high
costs.”

Building on Mayor Wu’s
commitment to remove bar-
riers to building ADUs across
Boston’s neighborhoods, the
ADU Guidebook is designed
to provide homeowners with
practical guidance and inspi-
ration for adding an ADU to
their property, whether it is
for additional living space,
rental income, or housing fam-

Continued on page 18
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INSIGHT

FAYE SIMON

REAL ESTATE
Rentals & Sales

Cell: 617-438-1472
FayeSimonRealEstate.com
frmcsimon@hotmail.com

Tel: 617-524-0243

Your Personal Real Estate Professional
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Faye R. Simon
Real Estate Broker \

Colleen Scanlan

INSIGHT

Your local & Independent Realtor
25 + years of Experience
Put my knowledge to work for you!

“Call Colleen”
617-529-5012

jamaicaplain@gmail.com

REALTY GROUP

#617-306-7804 o #857-205-6945
loveliveboston@gmail.com
Realtors with Experience

Love Where You Live

REAL ESTATE

Working for YOUR best results.

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

REAL ESTATE

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner

cell:*617.407:3638
fax: 617:524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REALTY GROUP

68 South Street JP
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE AND
ORDER OF
PETITION FOR
RESIGNATION
OFA
GUARDIAN OF
AN INCAPACITATED
PERSON
Docket No.
SU20P1443GD
In the interests
0f:Calvin Watkins
0f: Jamaica Plain, MA
To the named Respondent
and all other interested
persons, a pefition has been
filed by Department of Men-
tal Health of Westhorough,
MA in the above captioned
matter requesting that the
court: Remove the Guardian
of the respondent.
The petition asks the court
to make a determination
that the Guardian and/
or Conservator should be
allowed to resign; or should
be removed for good cause;
or that the Guardianship
and/or Conservatorship is
no longer necessary and
therefore should be termi-
nated. The original petition
is on file with the court.
You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you

wish to do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance at this court on
or before 10:00 A.M. on the
return date of 12/19/2024.
This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date
by which you have o file
the written appearance if
you object to the pefifion.

If you fail to file the

written appearance by the
return date, action may be
taken in this matter without
further notice to you. In
addition to filing the written
appearance, you or your
attorney must file a written
affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this
proceeding may limit or
completely take away the
above-named person’s right
to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone
may make this request on
behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-numed
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed
at State expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.
Dunn, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: November 25, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett

JP Licks
659 Centre St.

Jamaicaway Books
676 Centre St.

JP Realty
7 Harris St.

Apartment Building

45 Burnett St.

Register of Probate
12/13/2%
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
(ITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
REMOVAL OF A
GUARDIAN OF AN
INCAPACITATED PERSON
Docket No.
SUT6P1576GD

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court

Suffolk Probate and

Family Court

24 New Chardon

Street

Boston MA, 02114

In the interests of: Dean
Deangelis Of: Jamaica
Plain, MA

RESPONDENT Incapacitated
Person/Protected Person

To the named Respondent
and all other interested
persons, a petition has been
filed by

Dept. of Mental Health of
Westborough, MA in the
above captioned matter
requesting that the court:
Remove the Guardian of the
respondent.

The petition asks the court
to make a determination
that the Guardian and/

or Conservator should he
allowed to resign; or should
be removed for good cause;

TO

704 Centre St.

Ace Hardware
656 Centre St.

True Value

698 Centre St.

City Feed & Supply
672 Centre St.

or that the Guardianship
and/or Conservatorship is
no longer necessary and
therefore should be termi-
nated. The original pefition
is on file with the court.

You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you
wish to do so, you or your
attorney must file o written
appearance at this court on
or before 10:00 AM on the
refurn date of 12/12/2024.
This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date
by which you have to file
the written appearance if
you object to the petition.

If you fail to file the

written appearance by the
return date, action may be
taken in this matter without
further nofice to you. In
addition to filing the written
appearance, you or your
attorney must file a written
affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this
proceeding may limit or
completely take away the
above-named person’s right
to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone
may make this request on
behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-numed

person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed
ut State expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.
Dunn, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: November 19, 2024
Stephanie Everett, Register

of Probate
12/13/24
Jp

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth
0f Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family
Court
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION
AND MAILING
Docket No.
SU24D0863DR
Nuro Mohamed
Plaintiff

vs.
Qadar Saeed

Defendant

To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed a
Complaint for Divorce
requesting that the Court
grant a divorce for Irretriev-
able Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file at
the Court.

An Automatic Restraining
Order has been entered

in this matter preventing
you from taking any action
which would negatively
impact the current financial
status of either party. SEE
Supplemental Probate Court
Rule 411.
You are hereby summoned
and required to serve
upon: Nuro Mohamed
(Restricted Information)
your answer, if any, or or
before 02/05/2025. If you
fail to do so, the court will
proceed to the hearing and
adjudication of this action.
You are also required fo
file a copy of your answer,
if any, in the office of the
Register of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.
Dunn, First Justice of this
Court.
Date: December 04, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate
12/13/24
JP

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and
Family Court
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT

T0 G.L. C. 1908,

5s5-304

Docket No.

SU24P2579GD

Suffolk Probate and

Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 7888300

In the matter of:

Romel Abraham

0f: Jamaica Plain, MA
RESPONDENT Alleged
Incapacitated Person

To the named Respondent
and all other interested
persons, a petition has been
filed by Lemuel Shattuck
Hospital of Jamaica Plain,
MA in the above captioned
matter alleging that Romel
Abraham is in need of o
Guardian and requesting
that Rev. John Odams of
Weymouth, MA (or some
other suitable person) he
appointed as Guardian to
serve Without Surety on
the bond.

The petition asks the court
to determine that the
Respondent is incapacitated,
that the appointment of a
Guardian is necessary, and
that the proposed Guardian
is appropriate. The pefition
is on file with this court and
may contain a request for
cerfain specific authority.
You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you
wish 1o do so, you or your
attorney must file a written

appearance at this court on
or before 10:00 A.M. on the
refurn date of 12/26,/2024.
This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by
which you have to file the
written appearance if you
object to the petition. If you
fail the written appearance
by the return date, action
may be taken in this matter
without further notice to
you. In addition to filing the
written appearance, you or
your attorney must file a
written affidavit stafing the
specific facts and grounds
of your objection within 30
days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this
proceeding may limit or
completely take away the
above-named person’s right
to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone
may make this request on
behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.
Dunn, First Justice of this
Court.
Date: December 02, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate
12/13/2
JP
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Rizzo's Piza
347 Centre St.

Martial Academy
363 CGentre St.

Tropical Market
371 Centre St.

Laundromat
270 Centre St.

Smoke Shop
566 Centre St.

The Purple Cactus
674 Centre St.

Gallway House
710 Centre St.

Polkadog Bakery

44 South St.

JP Apts.
3200 washington St.

Papis Market

3145 Washington St.

YMCA

3134 Washington St.

10 Store

3122 Washington St.

The Cooperative Bank
3531Washington St.

JP Seafood
730 Centre St.

Gibson/Sotheby's
International Realty
673 Centre St.

Happy Market
128 South St.

Blanchard's
741 Centre St.

Dunkin’
755 Centre St.

Bank of America
677 Centre St.

Eastern Bank
Centre St.

Rockland Trust Bank
515 Centre St.

CVsS
467 Centre St.

MSPCA
350 S. Huntington St.

Stop & Shop
301 Centre St.

Bank of America
Centre St.

Latino Restaurant
304 Centre St.

Freddy Market
302 Centre St.

Melo's Market
331 Centre St.

Fiore's Bakery
55 South St.

Camillo Liquor
280 Centre St.

Italian Pizza
172 South St.

Check Cash
282 Centre St.

Jamaica Laundry
410 Centre St.

Metro Mark Apt.
3615 Washington St.

Zestos Pizza
460 Centre St.

Metro Mark Apt.
3611 Washington St.

Rossmore Laundromat
7 Rossmore Rd

Evergreen Café
154 Green St.

BMC Market
3390 Washington St.

The Forbes Building
545 Centre St.

Gentle Dental
612 Centre St.

Ruggiero's Market
3345 Washington St.

Southern JP Health Center
640 Centre St.

Brookside Community
3297 Washington St.

Chauncy Liquor Mart
3100 Washington St.

Praviana
3093 Washington St.

Egleston Pizza
308 Washington St.

Landromax
Washington & Columbus

Walgreens
Columbus

Academy Market
1580 Columbus

Goddard House
201 Huntington St.

Mt. Pleasant Home
301 Huntington St.
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SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced that the City of Bos-
ton is expanding its annual toy
drive, and will be distributing
more than 1,800 toys to children
and families in need. This year,
the toy drive is led by the City’s
Community Engagement Cab-
inet, Boston Centers for Youth
and Families (BCYF), and the
Boston Housing Authority (BHA)
with support from partners Ama-
zon, The Toy Foundation, Amer-
ican Federation of State, Coun-
ty, and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME), and Greater Boston
Building Trades Unions. Over
the course of six days, Mayor
Wu will join City leadership and
staff, union partners, community
volunteers, and The Toy Founda-
tion to distribute toys to children
ages 0-17 living in BHA housing
or neighborhoods surrounding
BCYF centers.

“Every single child deserves
to experience the joys of the holi-
day season,” said Mayor Michelle
Wu. “We are blessed to have the
opportunity to partner with so
many businesses and community
organizations to bring the holi-
day spirit and some fun toys to
families across our city.”

“When you give a child a toy,
you are giving hope and joy.

Holidays in Jamaica Plain @ S >

Wu announces expansion of the City’s annual toy drive

We're grateful for our partners
within the City of Boston, Am-
azon, and our toy distribution
partner, World Vision, who are
helping us place toys into the
hands of thousands of children
who need them most,” said Pam
Mastrota, Executive Director of
The Toy Foundation.

"Delivering smiles is at the
core of what Amazon strives to
do, which is why we are de-
lighted to support the City of
Boston's expanded holiday toy
drive," said Jerome Smith, Head
of Community Engagement for
New England at Amazon. "We're
proud to join with the City once
again to not just distribute toys,
but to deliver hope, happiness,
and smiles to families through-
out Boston this holiday season."

The first toy giveaway led by
the Community Engagement
Cabinet, BCYF, and BHA was
held at the Bunker Hill Housing
Redevelopment in Charlestown
on December 5. Mayor Wu will
distribute toys directly to resi-
dents in Roslindale on Thursday,
December 12 at the BCYF Meni-
no Community Center alongside
City staff and partners. The toy
giveaways are open to Boston
residents who live in Boston
Housing Authority sites and
in neighborhoods surrounding
BCYF centers.

"It’s wonderful to have so

many partners come together to
make the holidays a little bright-
er for BHA families," said Boston
Housing Authority Administra-
tor Kenzie Bok. "By delivering
toys to children in our commu-
nities, we're not only spreading
joy and hope but also creating
cherished memories that will
last a lifetime."

The upcoming 2024 holiday
toy giveaway dates are as fol-
lows:

Wednesday, December 18

Franklin Field Housing

100 Ames Street, Dorchester

Thursday, December 19

BCYF Gallivan Community
Center

61 Woodruff Way, Mattapan

Friday, December 20

BCYF Johnson

68 Annunciation Road, Mis-
sion Hill

Saturday, December 21

Bruce C. Bolling Municipal
Building

2300 Washington St, Roxbury

“AFSCME Council 93 leaders
and members feel fortunate to
have the opportunity to work
with Mayor Wu to make the holi-
day season brighter for Archdale
Families,” said Council 93 Ex-
ecutive Director Mark Bernard.
“Given the work that the Mayor,
her team and the AFSCME Bos-
ton leadership has accomplished
together to improve the lives of

Tips for readying outdoor power equipment for winter

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

After your lawn gets its last
cut before winter, it will be time
to put away spring and summer
outdoor power equipment, like
lawn mowers, leaf blowers, and
trimmers. It’s also important to
ready snow throwers, generators
and other small engine equip-
ment for winter use. How and
when you prepare your equip-
ment for seasonal changes can
save you time and money later,
says the Outdoor Power Equip-
ment Institute (OPEI).

“Readying your equipment
for winter needs is important
as the weather changes,” says
Kris Kiser, President and CEO
of OPEL “It’s also important to
put your fall equipment away
correctly. What you do now when

you put away your equipment,
sets you up for an easier start

in the spring.”

Here are seven tips from OPEI

to ensure snow throwers will be
ready when the flakes fly and

Continued on page 19

TO ALL!

West Cork Auto, Inc.
THANK YOU, J.P. FOR

YOUR SUPPORT!
600 Centre St.J.P. * 6l 7-522-55 19

our members, it’s nice to work
with her directly on something
good for our community as a
whole.”

“Bringing holiday cheer to
children and families directly
to neighborhoods is essential to
continuing to meet constituents
where they are,” said Commu-
nity Engagement Cabinet Chief
Brianna Millor. “BCYF and BHA
have always been a place of gath-
ering for residents. We are grate-
ful for their partnership to help
spread joy this season.”

“The Mayor’s Toy Drive is tru-
ly a community event, and we'’re
thrilled to be part of it,” said
Boston Centers for Youth and
Families Commissioner Marta
Rivera. “We're especially grate-
ful to the donors who join with us
in making sure all families can
bring joy to children this holiday
season.”

In an effort to ensure all res-
idents who do not live in BHA
housing or close to a BCYF com-
munity center will have toys for

their children during the holi-
days, the City of Boston’s Equity
and Inclusion Cabinet will host a
Boston Give Back event on Sat-
urday, December 21 in Roxbury
at the Bruce C. Bolling Munic-
ipal Building. Free toys will be
distributed to children in the
community. This event is sup-
ported by partners Fidelity In-
vestments, Boston Public School
Custodians, Artists Initiative for
Revolution (AIR), Russell Pauld-
ing, Ocean State Job Lot, and
TD Garden / Delaware North /
Boston Bruins.

“The holidays can be a beauti-
ful and complex season for many
of our residents, and at the City
of Boston we are aware of this
reality because many of us have
lived it, too. That is why we close
the season of giving with an
event called Boston Gives Back,
a day filled with holiday magic,
food, and toys,” said Equity and
Inclusion Cabinet Chief Mari-
angely Solis Cervera.

HAPP)’ HOLIDA)’S EVERYONE!!

Faye Simon Real Estate
Rentals & Sales

My Focus is on You!

Real Estate Broker
Tel: 617-524-0243

=
Happy Holidays!

Arborway Auto
. Service Center

207 South St. Jamaica Plain
617-524-4505

Conveniently located one block
from Forest Hills T station

oo X

e

We would like to thank all our ﬁ
> loyal customers who continue to ¢
provide us with the opportunity to

serve them.

%
od

.
<
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OGS Holidays in Jamaica Plain 7.9,

£

LGBTQIA2S + Advancement Deputy Director and community
activist Daunasia Yancey with Boston Mayor Michelle Wu.

%%uuu«’) J

Inside Seating | Delivery & Pick-up

Voted Best Asian Restaurant!!

in We’re open
13 99
Best of JP Tuesdays thru Sundays
2001-2007,2012 & 2014-2017, 2018 - 2020, 2021, 2022 12 Noon to 9pm

Jamaica Plain Gazette
730 Center Street, JP 02130

L 617-983-5177 » www.jpseafoodcafe.com

\\i 2024,J’J1\'
St John s
ffoliday Celebrations

Sunday Mornings in Advent
~ 10:30 am Adveat Service
w/ Godly Play Vodl‘l;?rograms
= Christmas Eve
4:00 pm Family Service
w/ candlelight
7:00 pm Choral Prelude
7:50 pm Festival Eucharistu/ -
Choir and Candlelight

Christmas Tree Sale

@Loring Greenough House |y

gafurdays—’a'nd SQundays &
10:00 am - 6:00 pm ST JOHN'S
(while supplies last)

StJohns-JP.Org

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

THE ENCHANTED [L55
TROLLEY TOUR .
IN
JAMAICA PLAIN

The Enchanted Trolley Tour
made a stop in Jamaica Plain at
the JP Monument. Boston Mayor
Michelle Wu joined Santa and
Mrs Claus in bringing the holi-
day spirit to JP and lighting up
the holiday tree. It was fun for
kids young and old.

- . ®
i k!

The holiday tree stands lit beside the JP Monument at the intersection of Centre and South

Streets.

RACHAEL@RACHAELKULIK.COM | [978] 514-2018

INSIGHT REALTY GROUP
68 SOUTH STREET, JAMAICA PLAIN MA 02130

Mammograms

Save Lives.

All women over 40 should
have a mammogram once a
year. Breast cancer found
early offers the best chance
to be cured. Free or low cost

mammograms are available.

For more information and
answers to any of your cancer
questions, contact us any time,
day or night.

Www.cancer.org A
merican

1.800.ACS.2345 % e
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THE ENCHANTED TROLLEY TOUR IN JAMAICA PLAIN

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, City Councilor Benjamin Weber, Massachusetts State Rep McGregor,
Ben, Caterina, and Danit Scarameli, and Caroline Peters

Holiday
Hours

M- 1006
T- 10to6
- 10to 6
-10t07
10to7
10to 7

- 10to 5

/7~ BOCH "\
CENTER

SHUBERT THEATRE
617-323-3269

760 SOUTH STREET ~ ROSLINDALE r December 14-22
WWW.BIRCHSTHOUSEANDGARDEN.COM FOR TICKETS: BOCHCENTER.ORG | 866.348.9738

SN pBIRCH ST. HOUSE & GARDEN

VISIT WWW.JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM ‘
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EDITORIAL

Domestic violence:
The scourge without end

When we heard the news last Friday morning that a 32 year-old woman had been shot and
killed in broad daylight on a busy Chelsea street, the first thought that immediately crossed
our mind was: The husband or boyfriend did it. Just a few hours later, police announced that
they had arrested a suspect, the victim's 31 year-old estranged husband who, according to
news reports, had called police to turn himself in.

We've been in the news business for longer than we care to remember and the world has
changed in ways that were unimaginable when we began our career in journalism more than
50 years ago. But despite the changes in technology and societal attitudes regarding countless
issues, the one constant that has remained is the pathology of domestic violence.

It still is the case today, just as it always has been, that a woman is more likely to suffer
violence by a partner than from any other source. The statistics tell the tragic story: Nearly half
of all women murdered in the United States are killed by a current or former intimate partner;
1in 4 women will experience physical violence from an intimate partner in their lifetime; 1
in 3 women will experience some form of sexual violence from an intimate partner in their
lifetime; and 1 in 6 women will experience stalking from an intimate partner in their lifetime.

It also has remained true that the most dangerous time for a woman in a relationship is the
period when she first decides to leave her partner. The victim in the shooting this past week
had been married to the suspect for 10 years, but they had become estranged only within the
past two weeks.

In addition, an article in this week's New York Times has highlighted another dangerous time
period for women: According to the Times, the second-leading cause of death (other than from
the pregnancy itself) for women who are pregnant or recently postpartum is domestic violence.

What also was not surprising about Friday's tragic event is that a gun was used by the
perpetrator. The mere presence of a firearm in a domestic violence situation increases the
risk of homicide by 500% and more than half of intimate partner homicides are by firearm.

Fortunately, the U.S. Supreme Court recently let stand laws that exist in every state that
require a person with a domestic violence restraining order to turn in his guns. However, there
had not been a restraining order between the parties involved in Friday's tragedy.

Domestic violence cuts across all racial and economic lines. Just the week before Friday's
incident (in which the victim and the suspect, both of whom are Haitian immigrants and are
Black), it was announced that the Cohasset man who allegedly murdered and dismembered
his wife -- both of whom are white -- at Christmas time two years ago will stand trial next
year. We also would note that today's Massachusetts domestic violence laws stem from the
1970s after an incident in that wealthy suburb of Cohasset in which the husband shot and
killed his wife and then shot and wounded his children before turning the gun on himself.

We generally conclude our editorials by offering our view on what lawmakers or individuals
can do in order to bring about societal change. However, when it comes to domestic violence,
we have no ready solution to this long-standing problem. We can only recommend to women
and anyone who is in an abusive relationship to end it immediately and seek help from law
enforcement, the courts, and the many services available to victims of domestic violence in
our communities. (In Chelsea, HarborCOV offers services for victims of domestic violence. Its
24 hour hotline number is 617-884-9909.)

Another dictator bites the dust

The demise of the dictatorship in Syria this weekend that brought to an end 50 years of
brutal rule by the Assad family -- Bashir al-Assad had succeeded his father, Hafez al-Assad
-- was startling to most observers. The Assad regime had successfully fought off a rebel army
more than a decade ago, and though Syria had been divided into areas of control by various
rebel groups and the government, the Assad regime, bolstered by the Russians and the Ira-
nians, seemed secure.

However, the denigration of Iran's military capabilities by Israel this past year and Russia's
weakened position because of its war in Ukraine left the Assad regime vulnerable to the rebel
factions who never had gone away over the past decade.

What caught everyone by surprise, including Bashir al-Assad himself, was the rapidity of
the rebels' advance from their stronghold in a tiny portion of northwestern Syria in the city
of Idlib to the capital of Damascus, hundreds of miles away.

The images of Syrians rejoicing in the streets amidst the toppled statues of Hafez al-Assad
were reminiscent of what happened in the immediate aftermath of the fall of so many other
Middle East dictators, including Saddam Hussein in Iraq and Muammar al-Gaddafi in Libya.

The quick end to the al-Assad regime brought to mind a phrase by a character in the novel,
The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway, about how bankruptcy befalls someone: “Gradually
and then suddenly.”

We join with the Syrian people in their joy and pray that their future, whatever path it
may take, will be peaceful.

Tools

Continued from page 13

ily members. The ADU Guidebook
features realistic, buildable de-
signs tailored to Boston’s neigh-
borhoods. Although the designs
will still require permits and may
need review by the Zoning Board
of Appeal, they offer a clear start-
ing point to help residents more
easily move forward with their
ADU. It will be available online
and at all Boston Public Library
branches.

“This Guidebook is a fantastic
starting point for anyone looking
to add another unit to their home,
and we hope it will inspire people
to see ADUs as an expedient and
unique way to add to our hous-
ing stock,” said Chief of Planning
Kairos Shen. “I look forward to
working with the community on
new complementary zoning that
will make the process of adding
an ADU more flexible and afford-
able.”

These initiatives align with
the City’s broader zoning reform
efforts to enable more housing op-
tions across Boston. By updating
zoning regulations, the City aims
to break down barriers and foster
flexible housing solutions. ADUs
not only help increase the hous-

ing stock but also offer residents
opportunities to age in place, pro-
vide extra space for growing fam-
ilies, or generate rental income.
ADUs can help residents stay in
their neighborhoods, adapt their
homes, and address their evolving
needs. By allowing various forms
of ADUs, the City aims to help
homeowners fully utilize their
properties, create more space, or
unlock new income opportunities.

Founded in 2010 as one of the
first municipal innovation offices
in the world, the Mayor's Office of
New Urban Mechanics serves as
the City's civic research and de-
sign team, building partnerships
between internal and external
agencies to pilot projects that in-
crease the quality of life for all of
Boston's residents and visitors.

The City of Boston’s Planning
Department shapes growth that
serves Boston’s residents and cen-
ters their needs. Our mission is to
address our City’s greatest chal-
lenges: resilience, affordability,
and equity, and to take real estate
actions and prioritize planning,
development, and urban design
solutions that further these prior-
ities. We seek to build trust with
communities through transparent
processes that embrace predict-
able growth and shape a more
inclusive city for all.

The opinions expressed on these pages are not necessarily those of this newspaper.

Patricia DeOliveira
Advertising Manager

Jamaica Plain
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CRWA releases statement on Muddy River oil spill

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

According to a statement from
the Charles River Watershed As-
sociation: “This Sunday (Dec.
8), an oil spill in the Muddy
River prompted an emergency
response from MassDEP, Brook-
line, and Boston officials, as the
spill dumped heating oil into the
Charles River tributary and left
birds and animals in the area
covered in a layer of oil.

“A longtime effort of the
Charles River Watershed Asso-
ciation has been restoring the
Muddy River, which requires
addressing the root challenges
of urban drainage, including wet
weather pollution, due to storm-
water runoff, and dry weather

pollution, including illicit dis-
charges such as this oil spill.

“As a nonprofit dedicated to
the protection and restoration of
the Charles River and its tribu-
taries, we at CRWA are heartbro-
ken by this terrible news and the
impact this spill has had on both
the river and the local wildlife.

“The spill is still being inves-
tigated by MassDEP, and we
are eager to see appropriate cor-
rective action taken to prevent
anything like this from happen-
ing again.

“This oil spill will continue
to have numerous negative ef-
fects on the Muddy River, as
oil contains toxic chemicals that
can last in the environment for
decades, adhering to the soil.

“To protect the Muddy River
and the Charles River as a whole
from water pollution, we need
to adopt a watershed approach.
CRWA is working on a commu-
nity vision plan to improve water
quality in the Muddy River by
looking at sources throughout
the six square mile watershed,
and producing a prioritized list of
projects that, once implemented,
can enhance water quality in
the Muddy River. These projects
include widely adopting green
stormwater infrastructure like
rain gardens and bioswales, and
reimagining our parkland land-
scapes to both filter water and
restore ecosystems.”

Tips

Continued from page 15

chainsaws, generators and other
equipment are ready for winter
storms. Also, your lawn mow-
er and other spring equipment
will be available and ready for
use when warmer temperatures
return.

#1 - Review owner’s manuals.
Re-familiarize yourself with how
to handle equipment safely. Lost
manuals can be found online.
Save a copy on your computer if
possible, so it can be consulted
when needed. Be familiar with
your equipment, and all its fea-
tures, including how to turn it
off quickly and safely.

#2 - Service all equipment. Be-
fore storing spring and summer
equipment, clean and service
it or take it to a small engine
repair shop. Change engine oil
and safely dispose of the old
oil. Service the air filter, and do
other maintenance as directed
by the owner’s manual. Check
winter equipment and see if any
maintenance and repairs are re-
quired.

#3 - Handle fuel properly. Un-
used fuel left in gas tanks over
the winter can go stale and even
damage equipment. Before stor-
ing equipment, add fuel stabiliz-
er to the gas tank, then run the
equipment to distribute it. Turn
the engine off, allow the machine

to cool, then restart and run
until the gas tank is empty. For
winter equipment, buy the rec-
ommended type of fuel no more
than 30 days before use. Use fuel
with no more than 10% ethanol
in outdoor power equipment. Use
a fuel stabilizer if recommended
by the manufacturer. Get more
information on safe fueling for
outdoor power equipment at
LookBeforeYouPump.com.

#4 - Charge batteries. Remove
and fully charge batteries before
storing. Don’t store batteries on
metal shelves or allow them to
touch metal objects. Store them
on a plastic or wood shelf in a
climate-controlled structure.

#5 - Shelter equipment from
winter weather. Store spring
and summer equipment in a
clean and dry place such as a
garage, barn or shed. Winter
equipment should be kept away
from the elements, but be easily
available for use.

#6 - Prepare, prepare, pre-
pare. Make space in the garage
or basement before the weath-
er changes, so there is room to
store larger yard items. Remove
sticks, debris, dog and kid’s
toys and other items from your
yard that can damage or destroy
equipment. Clear the paths used
regularly, especially during the
winter when snow can “hide”
things.

#7 - Have the right weath-
er appropriate extension cord

for your generator. Keep heavy
duty outdoor-rated extension
cords on hand. Ensure the cord
is the right length to operate the
generator a safe distance from
the building. Never operate a
generator indoors, in a garage,
breezeway or under an open win-
dow or near any air intake for a
building.

OPEI is an international
trade association representing
manufacturers and suppliers of
power equipment, small engines,
battery power systems, portable
generators, utility and personal
transport vehicles, and golf cars.
OPEI is the advocacy voice of
the industry, and a recognized
Standards Development Organi-
zation for the American National
Standards Institute (ANSI) and
active internationally through
the International Organiza-
tion for Standardization (ISO),
and the International Electro-
technical Commission (IEC) in
the development of safety and
performance standards. OPEI
owns Equip Exposition, the in-
ternational landscape, outdoor
living and equipment exposition,
and administers the TurfMutt
Foundation, which directs the
environmental education pro-
gram, TurfMutt. OPEI-Canada
represents members on a host
of issues, including recycling,
emissions and other regulatory
developments across the Cana-
dian provinces.

— CLASSIFIEDS —

David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks,
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls.
617-676-5676.

HEDGE CUTTING: Looking for help landscaping? Call Glenn 617-477-

CLASSIFIED INFO:

email your classified to classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.
For more info. call 617-524-2626

Administrative Assistant Needed
I'm seeking a detail-oriented Administrative
Assistant to work with me. The ideal candidate
will provide administrative support and ensure
efficient operation of official administrative
activities. Most possess strong organizational
skills with a keen eye for details with proficiency
in MS Office (Word, Excel, Outlook]).
$500/25hrs Weekly. Email resume to
applyandresumes@gmail.com
or text (213) 935-0504.

JOIN THE SELF ESTEEM TEAM

PT Weekday Morning/Afternoon
Self-Esteem Group Facilitator

Self Esteem Boston is seeking an experienced, reliable,
psycho-educational group leader to work 2 or 3 days per
week for up to 28 hours weekly to facilitate self-esteem
educational programs for women in transitional recovery
programs across greater Boston.

Group leader experience required: BA + 10 yrs exp, or
MA + 5 yrs exp. Car required. 2 year commitment preferred.
Must enjoy driving in diverse Boston neighborhoods.
M.Ed, LICSW, LMHC, LADC, or CADAC a plus.

Passion and commitment for helping
women to rebuild their lives, a must.

SELF ESTEEM

Resume to: Marion B. Davis, President,

Self Esteem Boston
SIS A TR P.O. Box 301155, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 (EOE)
or email to: empowermail@selfesteemboston.com

The Foundation for Success

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING? GIVE US A CALL!! 617-524-2626
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HOLIDAYS

from all the folks at

CITY FEED and SUPPLY

Thank you for
Shopping local!

We will be CLOSED Christmas Day [
Have a Safe & Happy Holiday! Iz i




