APPY NEW YEAR! WISHING YOU LO

30 YEARS PURVEYING JAMAICA PLAIN'S FINEST HOMES
LIST YOUR HOME WITH US TODAY

617.835.0674 | CervoneDeeganRealEstate.com

«

'E, HEALTH + JOY IN 2025!

POWERED BY

R

1 CERVONE RACAEDO
i RODRIGUEZ

P

SEE OUR JP PUBLISHING CALENDAR — PAGE 12

GAZETTE

Vol. 34 No. |

»
te

Printed on
Recycled Paper

B%W@@@

ROSTIT

Call Your
Advertising Rep
(617)524-2626

781-485-0588 JANUARY 10,2025

WWW.JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM

HYDE SQU? ASK'FORCE
EBRATES'DIA DEIRE

CEL

JPNC Zoning Comm.
holds off on project

By GAZETTE STAFF

The Zoning Committee of the
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood
Council (JPNC) held a regular
meeting this past Wednesday
(January 8). There was one item
on the agenda, an application
for two variances needed to de-
molish an existing two-family
home and construct a six-unit
residential building with eight

B parking spaces at 19 Kenton

8 Road. Kenton Rd. is a small side

| street directly across Washing-

B ton St. from the Scagnoli-Nihill

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS
Shown above, the dance studio
at Hyde Square Task Force has

dance performances.

Shown to the right, The Three |
Kings/Gasparplayed by Yuderlys |
Valerio Batista, Melchior played §
by Eric Fernandez Maldonado, {
andBalthazarplayed by Zojandria &=
Cumberlander.

i\."

Pictured at left, Community
activist Jose Masso Ill, a
steadfast supporter of the
Hyde Square Task Force with
a paper mache bust of him
made by students atthe Hyde
Square Task Force.

See more photos on
Pages 4 and 5.

8 Athletic Complex in the Stony-

brook section of Jamaica Plain.
On hand for the session were

| chair Dave Baron and fellow

members Willie Mitchell, Ber-
nard Doherty, Kendra Halliwell,

I Kevin Moloney, Gerry O'Connor,

Peg Treble, Purple Reign, and

[og

Rene Stacey Welch.

Caroline Peters, the liaison to
Jamaica Plain from Mayor Wu's
office, also was on hand for the
meeting.

Joseph Federico, the devel-
oper of the project who recently
completed similar developments
at 97-99 Williams St. and 176
School St., was accompanied by
Scott Glidden, a realtor with
Gibson Sotheby’s International
Realty, and architect Robert Mc-
Neil.

The trio had appeared at a
community meeting in Septem-
ber that was moderated by Siggy
Jonson, a Community Specialist
from the Mayor’s Office of Neigh-
borhood Services.

Federico's original proposal
at that time had called for the

Continued on page 2

JPA Board votes against
Centre Street proposal

By MicHAEL COUGHLIN JR.

During Monday’s Jamaica
Pond Association (JPA) meeting,
the board voted not to approve a
proposed project to build a new
commercial residential building
at 561-579 Centre Street.

Kevin Moloney, a JPA board
member, explained that this
project had been before the or-
ganization a few months ago and
that it was agreed upon that the
proponents would return after
making changes.

According to the presenta-
tion shown during the meeting
by Richard Lynds, the project
attorney, the proposal would de-
molish the existing gas station
at the site, and a new four-story
mixed-use commercial residen-
tial building would be built.

The proposed building would
also contain 12 units and six off-
street parking spaces.

As part of Monday’s discus-

Continued on page 6
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JPNC

Continued from page 1

construction of a three-story,
eight-unit building on the 9,143
sq. ft. lot. The new structure,
which would have consisted of
five, 2-bedroom units and three,
3-BR units, required four vari-
ances for: a lack of parking; being
a multi-family building in a zon-
ing district where it is forbidden;
a lack of required setbacks; and
not meeting the requirements of
floor area ratio (an FAR of 0.7 is

smooth sailing

required per the building code,
but the original plan called for
an FAR of 1.14).

However, abutters and other
residents of the neighborhood
who attended the September
meeting expressed their unani-
mous opposition to the proposal,
primarily because of the size of
the new structure and because it
would not fit in architecturally
with the other homes on the
street.

In response to those objec-
tions, Federico modified his
plans by reducing the number
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Cook up a new kitchen with

Whatever your style, Boston Building Resources has
the ingredients for a kitchen you’ll love. Our designers
work with you to co-create a layout and find the best
cabinetry, countertops, and fixtures for the way you live
and cook. Contact us for a design appointment.

of units of the new building to
six from the original eight, which
also eliminated the need for two
of the variances (for parking
and setbacks). The design of the
building also was changed sub-
stantially.

McNeil presented the new
plans to the committee. He said
there will be a 2-BR unit and a
3-BR unit on the first floor; two
3-BR units on the second floor;
and two 3-BR units on the third
floor.

He noted that there will be
two gabled ends on the front of
the new structure (as well as ga-
bles on the other sides) that will
"fit much better into the neigh-
borhood than the original 'box'
design with a flat roof that we
had before." He also said there
will be brackets and dental trim
"to keep with the language' that
already exists on the street."

Federico explained that the
existing building is empty. He
said that the plans have been
submitted to the Landmarks
Commission, but he has not re-
ceived a ruling yet on any po-
tential historic significance of
the building, which dates back
to about 1901.

On this point, Doherty noted
that he does not favor the pro-
posal because "the whole street
is considered an historic area

us

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120
BostonBuildingResources.com

A consumer co-op, serving our members since 1978

within Jamaica Plain" and said
that the Zoning Comm. should
hold off on voting on the project
until the Landmarks Commis-
sion rules on the matter.

Baron pushed back on the his-
toric aspect of the neighborhood,
noting that Hatoff's gas station
is just a few doors down at the
corner at Washington St.

Jam Wampler, an architect
who is a long-time Kenton Rd.
resident, said he is "shocked and
surprised that anyone would
tear down a structure that is in
decent shape and is an asset to
Kenton Rd. These days we are
into rehabbing as much as pos-
sible and not tearing down."

Emily McGinnis, a direct
abutter, said she appreciated
the new proposal, both as to
its reduced size and its revised
architectural design.

Rachel O'Connor, a direct
abutter at 14 Gartland St. who
is the mother of two young chil-
dren, expressed her reservations
about the project. "It is import-
ant to keep with the character
and the history of the street, but
my biggest concern is around
the environmental impact that
a demolition of this size will
have on the immediate neighbors
and community," said O'Connor.
"This is a very, very old home
and our yard is less than 10 feet
from the structure, which has
loads of lead paint and dust.
If there is anything we can do
to mitigate these impacts, we
should do so."

Christine Tobey, another
direct abutter, also expressed
concerns about the demolition
and lead paint issue.

Federico said that any type of
hazardous materials the house
contains must be abated before
the demolition begins and said
water will be sprayed over the
house to keep down the dust.
He also noted that the entire
demo process will be completed
in 2-3 days and "the impact on
surrounding houses will be min-
imal."

Curtis Clark, another abut-
ter, suggested that the commit-
tee not take a vote until the land-
mark status is determined, an
opinion shared by other speak-
ers.

Jennifer Uhrlane, who lives
on Rossmore Rd., said that Ken-
ton Rd. is one of the oldest streets
in Jamaica Plain, having been
laid out in the 1840s, and the
youngest house on Kenton Rd.
is 120 years old. She explained
that the landmarking process

for the house, as well as for the
entire street, is underway. She
also expressed the view that the
"volume" of the proposed new
structure does not fit in with the
neighborhood.

Michael Babcock, who lives
across the street on Kenton Rd.,
also expressed the view that he
"would like to see the process
regarding the landmark status
play out" before the Zoning Com-
mittee takes a vote.

Preble chimed in that taking
a vote now before the landmark
status is determined "would
be placing the cart before the
horse."

In addition, Caliga, a member
of the JPNC who is not a Zoning
Committee member, echoed a
view expressed by a previous
speaker that the current home
should be preserved and reno-
vated and that the developer can
construct a 4-unit structure on
an adjacent lot on the property.

Moloney made a motion that
the committee defer voting on
the matter until the Landmarks
Commission makes its determi-
nation, which was seconded by
Doherty.

Baron pushed back against a
delay, in view of the already-long
(almost a year) process, as did
Halliwell.

"There are tons of beautiful
old homes and we cannot save
every single one of them," Hal-
liwell said. "There is a housing
crisis. This is why we do not
have housing that is affordable
because of the length of this kind
of process."

However, the committee vot-
ed 6-1 (with two abstentions) in
favor of tabling the application,
which now will have to be taken
up at a future date after the
Landmarks Commission makes
its determination.

A second matter that had
been scheduled for Wednesday's
meeting, 268-274 Centre Street
(Viva Mi Arepa), was postponed
to the Zoning Committee's Janu-
ary 22 meeting at the applicant's
request.

Brendan Behan Pub
378A Centre Street
Jamaica Plain
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Attorney Allison S. Cartwright sworn in as Clerk

of Supreme Judicial Court for Suffolk County

SPecIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Allison S. Cartwright, Esq.,
was sworn in January 1 as Clerk
of the Supreme Judicial Court
for the County of Suffolk by SJC
Chief Justice Kimberly S. Budd,
in a ceremony that took place
in the Great Hall of the John
Adams Courthouse in Boston.

Attorney Cartwright was
elected in November 2024 by
the voters of Suffolk County to
become the SJC Clerk for the
County of Suffolk, and fills the
position being vacated by Maura
Sweeney Doyle, Esq. Clerk Doyle
was appointed to the position
in 1996, and was subsequent-
ly elected in 1998, serving for
28 years before retiring on De-
cember 21, 2024. Attorney Cart-
wright is the second woman and
first black person to hold this

[og

position since its inception in
1693.

“For nearly three decades,
we have been fortunate to have
Maura Doyle serving in this po-
sition, and she has done so with
professionalism, passion, and
dedication,” said Chief Justice
Kimberly S. Budd. “Today, we
are equally fortunate to have
Allison Cartwright stepping into
this role. As an experienced law-
yer and manager, she is well pre-
pared to lead the county clerk’s
office, and my colleagues and
I look forward to working with
her.”

The SJC Clerk for the Coun-
ty of Suffolk is responsible for
the management of the Court’s
single justice caseload, which is
comprised of petitions seeking
review of lower court rulings
under the SJC’s general super-

]

Healey-Driscoll awards $9.9
million to expand individual
homelessness winter capacity

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

In anticipation of increased
wintertime shelter needs for
individuals experiencing home-
lessness, the Executive Office of
Housing and Livable Communi-
ties has awarded $9.9 million in
supplemental grants for shelter

Maintenance Special

Tire Rotation

Highspeed Balance Front Tires
Computerized Wheel Alignment

Complimentary Multi-Paoint

providers, municipalities, and
community-based organizations
to open or expand seasonal shel-
ter bed capacity.

The City of Revere, in collab-
oration with Housing Families,
has been awarded $142,800 for

Continued on page 6

@ (617) 522-4444
MORRISONSAUTORITE.COM
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Inspection
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intendency power and various
rules of court; bail review; ap-
peals from State registration
boards and agencies; all matters
relating to Bar Admission and
the practice of law in the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts;
and administrative disciplinary
matters filed by the Board of Bar
Overseers affecting members of
the bar.

“I am excited and honored to
have the privilege of serving as
the next Clerk of the SJC for the
County of Suffolk,” said Attor-
ney Cartwright. “My team and
I recognize the important role
the Clerk's Office has to ensure
that our state's highest court
maintains its independence and
delivers justice in a manner that
is fair, equitable, and accessible
to the people of Massachusetts.”

Retired Supreme dJudicial
Court Chief Justice Roderick
L. Ireland served as Master of
Ceremonies. The Pledge of Alle-
giance was recited by Attorney
Cartwright’s son, Jonathan S.
Cartwright. Mr. Meyer Cham-
bers, the Director of the Archdi-
ocese of Boston Black Catholic
Choir, led a musical rendition of
America the Beautiful (arr. by

PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX/BOSTON MAYOR'S OFFICE
Attorney Allison S. Cartwrightis sworn in by SJC Chief Justice

Kimberly S. Budd.

Ray Charles). Speakers included
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu and
State Sen. Lydia M. Edwards.
Rev. Rahsaan Hall, Esq., Asso-
ciate Minister of St. Paul AME
Church in Cambridge, delivered
the Benediction.

Attorney Cartwright began
her career at the Committee for
Public Counsel Services (CPCS),
as a trial attorney, working in
the Roxbury office for four years.
She then worked for the City
of Boston as Assistant Corpo-
ration Counsel, before opening
Cartwright & Coleman, a civil
and criminal litigation law firm,

from 1997 to 2001. In 2001, she
opened Cartwright Law Office.
During that time, she also men-
tored attorneys for the Suffolk
Lawyers for Justice, Inc; from
2011 to 2019, she worked as
the organization’s Supervising
Attorney. In 2019, she returned
to CPCS as Attorney-In-Charge
and then Managing Director of
the Central Region, where she
managed offices in in Suffolk and
Norfolk Counties.

Attorney Cartwright is a
graduate of University of Michi-
gan, Michigan State University
and Boston College Law School.

EYE Q OPTICAL

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT
most insurances accepted
617.983.3937
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HYDE SOUARE TASK FORCE CELEBRA TES DIA DE REYES
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Community activist Jose Masso lll speaks: Hyde Square Task Force is one of those gems that
we need to celebrate...giving back to us in the community but giving to our children”

Dayane Vieira dances.
Cynthia Perez.

La Parranda del Barrio vocalist Maya Mla and Amberly.

WILLIAM RAVEIS

GB

GABRIELLE BARON

C: 617.447.5350

0: 617.266.5200
Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert

Derek KouyoumJiaN PHOTOS

Hyde Square Task Force cel-
ebrated Dia de Reyes, or Three
Kings Day, with a party open to
all. It was an event observing the
Christian holiday of Epiphany
when the Three Wise Men fol-
lowed the Christmas Star to visit

the Infant Jesus in Bethlehem.
It is the end of the Christmas
season. Food, music, dancing,
activities, and more awaited at-
tendees as the Three Kings were
on hand to take photos with and
have gifts to ask the children
that came.

After the performances
attendees relaxed and
enjoyed refreshments while
socializing with each other.

Wishing you all
a great 2025!!

Deseandoles a todos

un gran 2025!!

Alex’s Chimis Restaurant

358C Centre St.
Jamaica Plain, Ma 02130
617-522-5201 » Alexchimisrestaurant.com

Enjoying a holiday that has
her name so over it is Trinity
Epiphany Madina with her
mom Anjanette.

Hyde Square Task Force
teacher Carlos Acevedo
handed out complimentary
copies of Dreams Of Green/
A Three Kings Day Story to
children as they leave.

r i \
Hyde Square Theater
Coordinator Josie Ross with
Gia Ortiz.
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HYDE SQUARE TAS

dance with Nevaeh Camacho.

Open the door

Sotheby’s
to what’s next.

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

JAMAICA PLAIN
34 Moraine Street | Offered at $1,800,000
8 Beds | 3F 1H Baths | 4,351 Sq. Ft.

Gioulianna Dimitri | 857.294.8267
Brilliant Places | 617.694.9759

WEST ROXBURY
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Scott Goldsmith | 617.529.2434
Sean Preston | 617.855.8502

CAMBRIDGE

63 Highland Avenue, Unit 6

3 Beds | 1IF Bath | 1,366 Sq. Ft.
Offered at $1,250,000

Celdra Allen | 617.283.8375
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Each office is independently owned and operated. Sotheby's International Realty Affiliates
LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act

All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal
without notice.

K FORCE CELEBRATES DIA DE REYES

Hyde Square Task Force Dance Coordinator
Genesis Rodriguez.

LaParrandadel Barrio/Adrian Maldonado and
his dad Juan, Miguel Martinez, and Cynthia
and Nicholas Perez.

Pt

To join the guest list please email (by san. 25) JustonRoot@gmail.com
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Planning Department hosts meeting about 3458 Washington St. project

By MicHAEL COUGHLIN JR.

On Tuesday, the Planning
Department hosted a meeting
where proponents of a project to
bring commercial space and sev-
eral units to 3458 Washington
Street presented their plans to
the public.

According to the project web-
page on the Planning Depart-
ment’s website, the proposed
project would include construct-
ing a five-story building. At
Tuesday’s meeting, the project
architect, Philip Sima of Bal-
ance Architects, indicated that
the building would contain 36
units, seven parking spaces, and
bike parking, with a 1:1 ratio of

spaces to building residents.

One of the seven parking
spaces will be for a shared car
for building residents, and there
will also be a shared electric car-
go bike.

Regarding the unit mix for
the project, there are plans for
studios, one-bedroom, two-bed-
room, and three-bedroom units.

Moreover, the proposed com-
mercial space on the ground floor
of the building is slated to be
about 800 square feet, and other
amenities, such as a gym, are
included.

Sima also described the land-
scaping for the project, which
included a mix on the side and
rear of the building. He also

noted that the parking entrance
was off Kenton Road.

“We’re working with the abut-
ters — our landscape architect is
— to kind of come up with some-
thing that really melds privacy
of that parking area as well as
a landscape opportunity,” said
Sima.

Additionally, new plantings
with smaller trees and lower
shrubs on Kenton Road and larg-
er trees on Washington Street
are planned. Sima also men-
tioned plans for bike spaces and
benches in the area.

As for how this project com-
plies with the area’s zoning, the
project attorney, George Moran-
cy, said it would require zoning

relief. He thought the violations
would be for the maximum floor
area ratio, maximum building
height, minimum parking re-
quirements, and minimum load-
ing bay requirements.

“While the project is compli-
ant with PLAN: JP/ROX, it will
require [Zoning] Board of Appeal
approval because PLAN: JP/ROX
has not yet been codified into
zoning,” said Morancy.

After the project was present-
ed, those attending Tuesday’s
meeting were provided time to
comment and ask questions.

For example, some attendees
who spoke had concerns about
the size of the building, minimal
parking, and the density pro-

posed in the area.

“It’s too big, there’s not enough
parking, too many units, and it’s
overpowering to our neighbor-
hood,” said one resident.

Another resident echoed the
sentiment about the building’s
size, saying, “This project is
enormous and too big.”

However, other residents
were not as concerned with as-
pects such as parking, density,
or building size.

One attendee who said they
supported the project stated, “We
are in a housing crisis in this city.
We need more housing units; this
provides it. Washington Street is

Continued on page 13

Centre Street

Continued from page 1

sion, Lynds reviewed some of the
changes made to the project since
it was last presented to the JPA.
Lynds first addressed the
building’s appearance, specifi-
cally the facade on the Lakeville
Road side, which was previously
blank and without windows.

| CITY FEED and SUPPLY |

“We had the architect go back
and incorporate windows into
the building to ensure that that
side was activated,” said Lynds.

Next, Lynds addressed
concerns about the building’s
height. He explained that initial-
ly, the building was planned to
be four stories and 46 feet tall.
The height has been adjusted to
40 feet, though the building will
remain four stories.

“We feel that the reduction

from the 46 feet to the 40 feet
puts it in line with some of the
surrounding buildings in the
area,” said Lynds.

Parking was also addressed
during Lynds’ presentation of
changes. He mentioned that
eight spaces had previously been
planned, but based on feedback
from the city’s Planning Depart-
ment, this number has since
been reduced to six.

Furthermore, bike spaces

SANDWICHES

Coffee & Espresso Drinks
Natural Foods & Organic Produce

LOCAL GOODS - ALL KINDS!

2 LOCATIONS IN JAMAICA PLAIN

CITY FEED anda SUPPLY
672 Centre Street

617-524-1700

&

SHOP LOCAL J.P!

CITY FEED ana SUPPLY
66a Boylston Street

617-524-1657

have been added, and the pro-
posed commercial space at the
lower level has been expanded
to make it more marketable for
prospective tenants.

Lastly, Lynds discussed con-
cerns about the parking exit off
Lakeville Road. While he indicat-
ed that the exit remains at that
location, they have discussed po-
tentially installing a pedestrian
safety device there with the city’s
Transportation Department.

Following Lynds’ presenta-
tion, the JPA board members
were given the floor to ask ques-
tions and make comments.

Moloney had asked how the
height was reduced without
changing the number of units,
and Lynds explained that “the
overall floor-to-ceiling height
was modified to allow for reduced
height at the upper level.”

“That fourth level is a bit
more shorter than the lower lev-
els beneath it, and we were able
to take a few feet off those other
levels as well,” he added.

Another board member, Mark
Zanger, complimented the short-
ened top floor in that it broke up
the massing, but he thought the
building was large compared to
the ones around it.

Board member Michael Reis-
kind asked if the previous owner
cleaned up the site before it was
sold since it previously housed a
gas station.

Lynds noted that he was
under the impression that the
tanks at the site had been re-
moved and did not have specifics
about potential contamination.

After comments and ques-
tions from board members were

]

completed, other community
members had the opportunity
to deliver remarks.

Most of the community mem-
bers who commented were con-
cerned about the project. They
expressed concerns about the
size of the building, the lack
of sufficient parking, and other
issues. Others also pointed out
the troublesome traffic already
present in the area, which they
thought could be exacerbated by
this project.

Following all the comments
from community members, there
was an initial move to get a mo-
tion from the JPA Board. How-
ever, Lynds asked to respond
to comments before any motion
occurred but was only going to
be allowed to do so briefly and
ended up declining to respond to
comments at all.

A motion to not approve the
project was seconded, which was
widely supported by a raise of
hands.

Following the vote, Lynds in-
dicated that the aforementioned
changes, such as adding win-
dows on one of the facades and
reducing the height, were being
offered in exchange for support
of the project. However, Moloney
thought this was not the case
and said no correspondence in-
dicated that.

Ultimately, Moloney stated
that the JPA Board opposed the
project and that he would send
a letter to the Zoning Board of
Appeal, on which the Jamaica
Plain Neighborhood Council Zon-
ing Committee and Lynds would
be copied.
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City Councilor Brian Worrell

introduces Senior Homeowner Tax
Exemption as a Home-Rule Petition

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

City Councilor Brian Worrell
(District 4) introduced a home-
rule petition to increase the
senior homeowner tax exemp-
tion, which would increase the
amount of the exemption and
update the income restrictions
for seniors in the city.

“Our seniors are really feel-
ing the burden of the tax shift
from commercial properties to
residents with increased prop-
erty tax bills,” Councilor Worrell
said. “We need to do all we can to
help our seniors, many of whom
are on a fixed income and have
seen their valuations and tax
bills soar over the past decades.”

The legislation would in-
crease the exemption from $500
t0 $1,500 and would increase the
income eligibility for seniors to
50% of the Area Media Income.
The petition previously passed
the City Council in March 2022

REAL ESTATE

as part of a larger piece of leg-
islation, but it stalled at the
Legislature. The new petition
would resubmit the exemption
as a standalone legislation.

“The changes to this exemp-
tion would allow thousands of
more seniors to be eligible for
this property tax relief,” Worrell
said.

As chair of the Committee
on Ways & Means, Worrell also
co-sponsored a home-rule peti-
tion from City Councilor Erin
Murphy to increase the maxi-
mum owner-occupied residential
exemption allowed by state law
from 35 percent to 40 percent.

“We need to be doing every-
thing we can to help our Boston
homeowners,” Worrell said. “I
was in support of last year’s
compromise on the commercial
tax shift, and I'm also in support

of this. These are similar tools
that ultimately would be shield-
ing our homeowners from large

property tax hikes.” Michelle Wu and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES

City Councilor Brian Worrell (District 4) introduces a home-rule petition during a conference
on January 8, to increase the senior homeowner tax exemption. Shown looking on are Mayor
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United States Attorney Joshua S. Levy announces departure

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

United States Attorney Josh-
ua S. Levy has announced that,
effective January 17, 2025, he
will be stepping down as the
United States Attorney for the
District of Massachusetts. U.S.
Attorney Levy tendered his res-
ignation to United States Attor-
ney General Merrick Garland
this afternoon.

U.S. Attorney Levy became
the Acting U.S. Attorney on May
19, 2023. Levy, who was twice
nominated by President Biden
for the permanent role as U.S.
Attorney, was appointed U.S.
Attorney by Attorney General
Garland in November 2024. As
U.S. Attorney, he served on two
subcommittees of the Attorney
General’s Advisory Committee
— White Collar Crime, and Ter-
rorism & National Security —and
was a member of the Human
Trafficking Work Group. U.S.
Attorney Levy also served as
the Northeastern U.S. repre-
sentative for the U.S. Attorney
community on the Domestic Ter-
rorism Executive Committee.

“Serving as the U.S. Attorney
for the District of Massachusetts
has truly been the highlight of

my career,” said U.S. Attorney
Levy. “Every day over the past
three years, I have witnessed
firsthand the unwavering ded-
ication and extraordinary skill
of the federal prosecutors, sup-
port staff, and law enforcement
partners who work tirelessly to
uphold the rule of law, keep our
communities safe and protect
civil rights. My core touchstones
as the leader of this office have
been to serve with the highest
integrity and a commitment to
pursue justice in every case by
following the facts and the law,
without fear or favor.”

U.S. Attorney Levy contin-
ued, “We have brought some in-
credibly important cases these
last three years that have im-
proved the lives of the people of
Massachusetts. As I reflect on
my tenure, I am equally proud
of the thoughtful, deliberative
process engaged in by our team
whenever making the grave de-
cision about whether to bring
federal charges to ensure it is
consistent with the principles of
federal prosecution.”

Under U.S. Attorney Levy’s
leadership, the office brought
several high impact cases in-

United States Attoney
Joshua S. Levy

cluding charges in the death
of Sandra Birchmore; the $650
million resolution of criminal
and civil charges against McK-
insey & Company for their illegal
conduct in support of Purdue
Pharma’s marketing of opioids;
and charges against two men
for their alleged involvement in
a scheme to procure sensitive
drone technology to Iran, which
resulted in the deaths of three
U.S. soldiers. Under Levy’s ten-
ure, Jack Teixeira was sentenced
to 15 years in prison for leaking
highly classified documents, and
seven former employees of eBay
were sentenced for cyberstalking

a Massachusetts couple. U.S.
Attorney Levy also oversaw the
$574 million-dollar criminal and
civil enforcement action against
Raytheon for overcharging gov-
ernment contracts. During U.S.
Attorney Levy’s tenure, the of-
fice solidified its position as the
most successful U.S. Attorney’s
Office in the country in terms
of False Claims Act recoveries,
with over $1 billion recovered in
2024 alone.

One of the most important
series of prosecutions in the last
three years were brought by the
newly created Human Traffick-
ing and Civil Rights Unit. This
dedicated team of lawyers, sup-
port staff and victim witness ad-
vocates has secured convictions
and lengthy sentences against
20 individuals since the unit was
formed in 2022, including nu-
merous convictions of people who
trafficked minors or used force,
fraud or coercion to engage in
trafficking. The office’s other no-
table achievements under Levy’s
leadership as U.S. Attorney in-
cluded impact prosecutions in
the areas of public corruption,
child exploitation, hate crimes,
police accountability, fentanyl

trafficking and gun violence, just
to name a few.

Today’s announcement marks
the end of U.S. Attorney Levy’s
second tenure with the Depart-
ment of Justice. In 1997 he
served as an Assistant U.S. At-
torney in the Criminal Division’s
Economic Crimes Unit. Levy
left the Department of Justice
in 2004 to become a partner at
Ropes & Gray, where he served
as co-chair of the firm’s 325-law-
yer Litigation and Enforcement
practice, co-Managing Partner of
Ropes & Gray’s Boston office and
co-chair of the firm’s Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion Commit-
tee. In 2022, Levy was inducted
into the American College of Tri-
al Lawyers in recognition of his
courtroom advocacy. Immediate-
ly prior to becoming the Acting
U.S. Attorney, Levy served as
the First Assistant U.S. Attorney
from January 2022 through May
2023.

First Assistant U.S. Attorney
Mary B. Murrane, who has been
with the Department of Justice
for 16 years, will assume the role
of Acting U.S. Attorney following
U.S. Attorney Levy’s departure.

[og

Homelessness
Continued from page 3

an overnight warming center to
serve 24 people each night.
“Given the increasing de-
mand for shelter services and
warming centers in recent years,
this funding is crucial to easing
the pressure on our community’s
limited resources. I am deeply

-y

-w

grateful for the funding oppor-
tunities provided by the Healey-
Driscoll Administration, and I
am incredibly proud of the efforts
being made by the City of Revere
and Housing Families to address
these critical shelter needs,” said
State Representative Jessica
Ann Giannino (D-Revere).

"As individuals. and as a
Commonwealth, one of our most
important moral obligations is
to care for the least of those

For YOUR
HEALIT H

MIND & BODY

FITNESS TRAINING

FEEL YOUR BEST WITH 25-MINUTE SESSIONS OF
PRIVATE TRAINING LIVE ONLINE OR IN PERSON

GYMAICA PERSONAL TRAINERS

FITNESS@GYMAICA.COM 2 PORTER ST, JP 617-620-8155

amongst us, including the poor
and the homeless. With this in
mind, I am thankful to Mayor
Keefe for his leadership in seek-
ing and obtaining this important
funding and for providing the
necessary supplemental fund-
ing," said State Representative
Jeffrey Rosario Turco (D-Win-
throp).

“We're thankful to our state
officials for their advocacy in
supporting our unhoused pop-
ulations, and for their contin-
ued support of the Chris Alba
Emergency Warming Center.
This year, we’ve partnered with
American Legion Post 61 to
activate a new, larger location
for our warming center, at 249
Broadway — all which would not
have been possible without these
supplemental grants,” comment-
ed Mayor Patrick M. Keefe Jr.

“Our nonprofit community
partners provide a lifeline to
individuals who are struggling
with the very basic need of a
safe place to lay their head at
night,” said Housing and Liv-
able Communities Secretary Ed
Augustus. “In addition, these
organizations are well-equipped

to connect individuals with other
important services ranging from
behavioral health to the search
for permanent housing, which
helps lift people out of homeless-
ness.”

“The City of Revere is grateful
for the Division of Housing and
Stabilization’s One Time Grant
to sustain and expand the Chris

]

Alba Emergency Warming Cen-
ter that has operated the last
two winter seasons. This funding
will allow us to increase both
our nightly capacity limit and
our scope of services, helping
those most vulnerable during
the coldest months,” said Lau-
ren Buck, Chief of Health and
Human Services, City of Revere.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of

$195.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588
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Councilors Flynn and Murphy file hearing order on
White Stadium and Resolution on Project Labor Agreements

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Boston City Councilor Ed
Flynn and City Councilor At-
Large Erin Murphy have filed
a hearing order to address the
concerns with projected costs,
community input, and trans-
parency on the redevelopment
of White Stadium. In addition,
Councilors Flynn and Murphy
also filed a resolution to support
the use of project labor agree-
ments (PLAs) at White Stadium
and all city construction projects
valued at or more than $35 mil-
lion. With significant pushback
on the White Stadium project
from the community, as well as
the substantial risk involved at
nearly $100 million for the city
thus far, it is critical that the
Boston City Council does its due
diligence in ensuring that resi-
dents’ concerns are heard.

With projected construction
costs to the Stadium rising from
$50 million to $91 million for the
city- and $100 million to $182
million for the stadium over-
all when including the team’s
contribution- it would be whol-
ly appropriate for the Boston
City Council to hold a hearing
to discuss the cost increases and
inherent risk for the city, as
well as serious concerns brought
forward by residents regarding
a lack of community process,
transparency, and the use of
public land for private organiza-
tions. The newly signed 30-year
lease has effectively placed a
private-public venture on public
land, despite White Stadium be-
ing funded by the George Robert
White Fund - a fund to be used
for “public utility”.

On account of these reasons
and more, Councilor Flynn pre-
viously called for the current
project to be cancelled in favor of
a White Stadium project geared
towards student athletes and
residents instead, which econo-
mists reportedly indicated would
cost approximately $20 million.
Moreover, Councilor Flynn
called for the city and BOS Na-
tion FC to instead explore other

INTERESTED IN
ADVERTISING?

Give Us a Call!!
617-524-2626

options such as Nickerson Field
at Boston University.

If the White Stadium project
continues to move forward, it
is important that the construc-
tion workers are protected by a
project labor agreement (PLA).
A PLA is a project-specific col-
lective bargaining agreement on
large scale development projects.
This signed document establish-
es employment terms and condi-
tions for a construction project.
Project labor agreements often
include hiring regulations that
require contractors to hire local
workers, apprentices, and un-

| : i
P o

derrepresented groups. Further-
more, they often include wage
floors, ensuring the fair and eq-
uitable payment for all employed
on the site.

President Biden declared that
it is the policy of the Feder-
al Government for agencies to
use project labor agreements in
connection with large-scale con-
struction projects valued at $35
million or more. Additionally,
Governor Healey signed an eco-
nomic development bill late last
year, including language about
the positive impact that PLAs
have on construction sites, not
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TODAY!
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AT RCC,

YOUR FUTURE IS OUR FOCUS

rcc.mass.edu | 857-701-1200

only for workers, but also small
businesses and the owners of
projects. PLAs are often set in
place in private developments,
however it is crucial that the
agreements are more widely
utilized in Boston and the Com-
monwealth and follow in the di-
rection of the State and Federal
governments.

“I am deeply concerned with
the risk of investing nearly $100
million for a private organiza-
tion at White Stadium instead
of a project geared specifically
towards Boston students and
families, and that the concerns

from residents on the escalating
cost, transportation, and quality
of life issues have not been taken
seriously,” said Councilor Fly-
nn. “If this controversial project
continues to move forward, we
must do everything we can to
protect the workers with proj-
ect labor agreements to ensure
equal employment opportunities
and set an important precedent
for future developments valued
at or more than $35 million.”

For more information, please
contact Councilor Flynn’s office
at 617-635-3203 or Ed.Flynn@
Boston.gov.

OXBURY

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
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WHERE TO FIND THE (GAZETTE®?

JP Licks International Realty Stop & Shop

Martial Academy
659 Centre St. 673 Centre St. Ace Hardware 301 Centre St. 363 Centre St.
656 Centre St.
Jamaicaway Books Happy Market Bank of America Tropical Market
676 Centre St. 128 South St. True Value Centre St. 371 Centre St.
698 Centre St.
JP Realty Blanchard's Latino Restaurant Laundromat
7 Harris St. 741 Centre St. City Feed & Supply 304 Centre St. 270 Centre St.
2\, 672 Centre St.
Apartment Building Dunkin Freddy Market Camillo Liquor
45 Burnett St. 755 Centre St. Rockland Trust Bank 302 Centre St. 280 Centre St.
. 515 Centre St.
The Cooperative Bank B%’;? gje’rﬁr;e;': e Melo's Market Check Cash
3531Washington St. ) CVvs 331 Centre St. 282 Centre St.
Eastern Bank 467 Centre St.
JP Seafood Centre St. Jamaica Laundry
730 Centre St. MSPCA Rizzo's Piza 410 Centre St.
Ccvs 350 S. Huntington St. 347 Centre St.
Gibson/Sotheby's 704 Centre St.

HOME SERVICE GUIDE

PAINTING & CARPENTRY LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION HANDYMAN

PAINTING don carthen JP HANDYMAN
! stoneworks
'l' Design and Construction Local Owner Uﬂer ated!
. . « Small/ Med. Project Specialist 30 vears

Rich Gar glulo « Prompt, Personal, Meticulous 'V- |

617-821-4701 Workmanshi EXDErIENGE:
C ARP E NTRY earthenstoneworks@gmail.com « Reasonable Rates & Free Estimates Book now for Holidays!
www.earthenstone.works e Vast, Array of Meticulous 857 246 4317

. Workmanship - -
617-852-7409
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR =
JP resident offering lawn, garden, and
Asbestos & Mold Issues? MSS ELECTRICAL odd job services.
: LICENSED, INSURED 20+ years of experience.
. IN COMM OF MASS ﬁ iy < Col Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.
For a Llcensed Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

AsbesmS‘ Inspector Call Neal DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND GENERAL CONTRACTOR

617-593-1664 . CPTED PRACTITIONER WITH A GREENER

ﬁ APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT S U L A\VAL |— EY

781-727-3694

Additions  kitchens bathrooms
New construction - General remodeling
GENERAL CONTRACTING

...yWNAUGmN\ ®|  617-981-9456

SCONTRCTI NG I | e s gt

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Carpentry « House Pa1nt1ng . Masonry
Full or Partial Restoration of Home
Exterior Shingle » Clapboards  Decks

Finely Detalled Interior & Exterior Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years
-+ experience. Honest & affordable. No job

too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS!
Free Estimates 40 years in business Ask about our
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365 References, Licensed & Insured LOWEST PRICE, GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard
617-930-0582(ce11) ® karespainting@aol.com

617:327-2231 _ 617-953-8523
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Zestos Pizza The Purple Cactus Metro Mark Apt.
460 Centre St. 674 Centre St. 3611 Washington St. Papis Market Landromax
3145 Washington St. Washington & Columbus
Evergreen Café Gallway House Rossmore Laundromat
154 Green St. 710 Centre St. 7 Rossmore Rd YMCA Walgreens
3134 Washington St. Columbus
The Forbes Building Polkadog Bakery BMC Market
545 Centre St. 44/South St. 3390 Washington St. 10 Store Academy Market
3122 Washington St. 1580 Columbus
Gentle Dental Fiore's Bakery Ruggiero's Market
612 Centre St. 55 South St. 3345 Washington St. Chauncy Liquor Mart Goddard House
3100 Washington St. 201 Huntington St.
Southern JP Health Center Italian Pizza Brookside Community
640 Centre St. 172 South St. 3297 Washington St. Praviana Mt. Pleasant Home
3093 Washington St. 301 Huntington St.
Smoke Shop Metro Mark Apt.
566 Centre St. 3615 Washington St. JP Apts. Egleston Pizza
3200 washington St. 308 Washington St.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
E NZO T T and P Handyman Service

LANDSCAPING & i Carpentry, Masonry, Fences, Painting & Odd Jobs
Roofing CONSTRUCTION, INC. Estimates No job too small! Years of experience!!

Siding  Gutters| |' Landscape maintenance 617-279-9815

. L * Seed * Sod * Fence Installation
Carpentry ® Painting | |, Tree service * Paving

Flat Rubber Roofs| . commercial & Residentia

* House Cleaning ﬁ 617-590-2510

Service Available Bobcat
. X FULLY INSURED
Famlly (OTIELR |- Free estimates Service % BONDED

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small Free estimates

(61 7) 361-6532 Licensed & Insured

Member Better Business Bureau Mass lic # 9290

Woodworking
class

No experience needed

HOME REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION
Home Remodeling

&, Construction Michael mickkeohane@gmail.com

F -
”s Keohane 617 909 4050

Decks, Porches, Siding, Doors
Windows, Kitchens and Bathrooms

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Thomas Murray Home Improvement

Carpentry « Painting « General Home Repairs 617-719-4200 Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

Remodeling

( Interior & Exterior ) alexisremodeling@yahoo.com

Licensed Contractor  (617) 549-6029 Free estimates
(lic #CS 088319)

ROOF REPAIR

ROOF LEAKING?

* Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 + Ice & Snow Removal
Asphault Shingles + Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds
* Gutters - Downspouts * Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

You'll also get career training
and money for college. If you're
ready for the excitement, join
the Army National Guard today.

Senior & Vets Family owneq g 1-800-GO-GUARD * www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com
20% (617) 888-8058 operateq.
piscount 28 years in busingss

Licenced Free Estimates  Insured
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CITY RINGS IN THE NEW YEAR WITH FIRST
NIGHT CELEBRATION

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS
Shownabove, The City of Boston
is lit up to welcome the arrival
of 2025 as scores of revelers
greeted the New Year from the
Boston Common. Shown to the
right, fireworks brighten the
night sky over Boston Common
as the clock strikes midnight,
ushering in 2025.

The Jamaica Plain Honk Band
marched in the parade as part
of First Night festivities.

3458 Washington

Continued from page 6

ripe for redevelopment.”

Another project supporter ap-
preciated the developers work-
ing with the neighbors and said,
“The neighbors were happy with
it because what we’re seeing now
is the need for development, the
need for apartments.”

Although, as mentioned, some
shared concerns about aspects of
the project, a few residents clari-
fied that sharing those concerns
was not an attempt to halt the
project.

“No one in this neighborhood
is trying to stop this project,”
said the same attendee who
voiced their concerns about the
size of the building, the density,
and the amount of parking.

“We want housing, and we
particularly want affordable
housing... we’re not trying to
stop it; what we're trying to do
is to make it relevant to the
neighborhood and to Washington
Street.”

As the conversation contin-
ued, one significant topic was
affordability. Specifically, multi-
ple attendees wondered how the
proposed number of affordable
units complied with PLAN: JP/

ROX.

Morancy noted that eight
inclusionary development poli-
cy units (IDP) — three studios,
three one-bedroom, one two-bed-
room, and one three-bedroom —
are planned, with varying area
median income (AMI) levels.

While Tyler Ross, a senior
project manager at the Planning
Department, indicated that the
proposal complies with PLAN:
JP/ROX’s IDP recommenda-
tions, there were some questions
on how that was calculated and a
request to get more information.

Other topics discussed during
the meeting included dumpsters,
delivery areas, and more before
the conversation concluded.

According to Ross, this proj-
ect is tentatively scheduled to
be presented to the Boston Plan-
ning & Development Agency
(BPDA) Board at this month’s
meeting on January 16th. He
also emphasized that residents
can comment on the project by
emailing tyler.c.ross@boston.
gov.

For more information about
the project and to view the re-
cording and presentation from
this meeting, visit https://www.
bostonplans.org/projects/devel-
opment-projects/3458-washing-
ton-street.

Jamaica Plain
(617) 522-7600

----------

Mount Pleasant Home

Historic 62+ Community

Mount Pleasant Home is now managed by HumanGood
one of the nation’s largest and most reputable non-profit
operators of senior living communities.

Residents of Mount Pleasant Home enjoy quiet and
scenic views and life enrichment programs among many
inclusive amenities. And team members feel rewarded
by the natural engagement that comes from spending
their days among these amazing and welcoming people.
To learn more please visit www.MountPleasantHome.org

301 South Huntington Avenue
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EDITORIAL
Jimmy Carter practiced what he preached

The passing of former President Jimmy Carter at the age of 100 brings to an end the extraordinary
life of a man who ascended from the small town of Plains, Georgia (population 552) to the highest office
in the world.

Carter's life-story is the political equivalent of a rags-to-riches Horatio Alger novel. He never gave up
on anything he attempted, despite long odds and failure. As a boy he aspired to attend the U.S. Naval
Academy, which he eventually did (after initially attending the Georgia Technology Institute) and from
which he graduated in the top 10 percent of his class.

After completing his military service, he went into peanut-farming (something he had done as a
youngster) and almost went bankrupt. However, thanks to hard work and determination, he and his
wife Rosalynn eventually turned the farm into a successful enterprise.

Carter served as a state senator in Georgia before running for governor. He lost his first campaign,
but won the second, serving from 1971-75 before launching his long-shot bid for president despite being
a virtual unknown on the national scene.

Jimmy Carter first came to our attention in an interview in a national magazine just as he was
launching his bid for the presidency. Carter's straight talk (in a press conference he described his ide-
ology as, "Conservative, moderate, liberal, and middle-of-the-road") impressed us as being just what
the country needed in the immediate aftermath of the Watergate scandal and the Vietnam War, two
events in which our nation's leaders had lied to us about everything.

Carter was an unconventional president in almost everything he did right from the start. On his
second day in office, Carter pardoned all Vietnam War draft evaders. He immediately jump-started
peace negotiations in the Mideast that culminated in 1978 when he invited Anwar Sadat, the president
of Egypt, and Menachem Begin, the president of Israel, to Camp David and personally shuttled between
their compounds for 13 days to work out a peace plan.

He created a national energy policy that included conservation and renewable energy in an effort to
wean the U.S. off our dependence on foreign oil. He also undertook the second round of strategic arms
limitation talks with the Soviet Union.

However, Jimmy Carter had the misfortune of beginning his presidency during a period of perceived
decline in our nation. Our major cities were crime-ridden. New York City was bankrupt. Things went from
bad to worse in the second half of his term with the disaster at Three Mile Island, the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan, the Nicaraguan Revolution in which avowed Communists took control of the country,
and the Iranian Revolution, which not only saw our embassy workers be taken hostage, but which also
resulted in another oil price shock, leading to long lines at gas stations all across the country.

Jimmy Carter's greatest strengths, his dogged determination and belief in his own ability, proved
to be his greatest weaknesses. He failed to understand that politics is the art iof compromise. When he
spoke to the American people about gasoline shortages and the high price of energy, he urged personal
sacrifice, such as driving less, turning down thermostats, and wearing extra sweaters. Carter lacked
the ability of many great leaders, such as Churchill, Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and Ronald Reagan,
to provide inspiration and hope.

Even though we were young and enjoying ourselves immensely in the prime of our lives during his
presidency, whenever we think back to the '70s, we think of a gloomy and depressing era -- ugh, what a
mess it was. Jimmy Carter didn't cause any of those problems, but he didn't have any solutions either.

But as much as Jimmy Carter may not have been a successful president, his five decades post-pres-
idency should serve as an inspiration to every American. There is no person in our lifetime who has
been the exemplification of the ideals (and we're not getting religious here) expressed by Jesus Christ:
Love thy neighbor as thyself; do unto other as you would have them do unto you; let he who is without
sin cast the first stone; and especially, "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God."

For almost 50 years, Jimmy Carter practiced the ideals that he preached from the pulpit in his small
Baptist Church. His work with Habitat for Humanity, his efforts to eradicate the Guinea worm disease
through the Carter Center, and his many diplomatic efforts around the world earned him the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2002.

Jimmy Carter served as the conscience of our nation -- and the world.

His presence will be missed. May he rest in peace.

Even when the Patriots won, they lost

Heading into the final week of the NFL season, the Patriots were in prime position to claim the #1
draft pick, which held the promise of trading that pick to a team that needs a quarterback in return for
a number of other picks that the Pats could have used to restock their team.

All that the Pats had to do on Sunday was lose to the Buffalo Bills -- something the Patriots had
done on 13 previous occasions this season.

But they blew it -- they won! -- and thereby dropped to the #4 pick, which is of little consequence in
this year's draft.

Despite the victory, the Patriots fired first-year head coach Jerod Mayo. Admittedly, Mayo may have
been in over his head as a first-time head coach, but the reality is that he never had a chance given
New England's pathetic roster.

The Patriots had been among the elite organizations in pro sports. But today they're a joke, with no
light at the end of the tunnel, no matter who their next head coach may be.

The futility of the Patriots this season makes us all the more appreciative of the genius of Bill Be-
lickick and the greatness of Tom Brady. Even though the Pats may not make it back to the Super Bowl
for quite a while, we can be grateful for the joy they brought us for almost two decades.

LETTERS

Prevent violence by
confronting its origins

Dear Editor,

Little public attention is
given to the origins of violent
behavior. However, long-term
studies have significant, over-
looked findings. For example, an
angry temperament in infants
correlated with later aggression
at six years of age. Another study
showed that boys who were more
aggressive at eight years of age
were found to be more aggressive
at thirty years of age.

Studies have also found that
birth-related factors were associ-
ated with later violent behavior.
Hospital birth has been trans-
formed from a natural event to
a medical event. Experiences
for the baby could include pain,
distress, trauma, and physical
injury from routine medical
practices. No study shows that
hospital birth is safer than home
birth with the competent support
of a midwife. Babies sometimes
smile at home births.

Problems during the birth
experience have been associated
with adult violence. In a study
that received national attention,
investigators followed over 4,000
male infants to age eighteen.
They found that those infants

who had experienced both birth
complications and early mater-
nal rejection were most likely to
have engaged in violence when
they grew up.

The first and fundamental
intimate relationship between
mother and infant is called at-
tachment. This relationship pro-
vides a biological and emotional
foundation for future relation-
ships. For example, research
demonstrates that securely at-
tached infants are more curi-
ous and sociable with peers at
two, three, and five years of age.
The child’s self-confidence and
empathy are also supported by
the quality of the bond with the
mother.

The mother-infant bond can
be disrupted by the infant be-
ing separated from the mother,
unmet biological and psycholog-
ical needs, maltreatment, and
trauma. Such early experiences
affecting the mother-infant re-
lationship can have long-term
consequences on child develop-
ment. Various common Ameri-
can cultural practices for infant
care generally involve unmet

Continued on page 16
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
(OMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 7888300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU25P0008EA
Estate of:
Jose Del Valle
Date of Death:
11/25/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal
Adjudication of Intestacy
and Appointment of
Personal Representative
has been filed by Tania L.
Del Valle of Hyde Park, MA
requesting that the Court
enter o formal Decree and
Order and for such other
relief as requested in the
Petition.
The Petitioner requests
that: Tania L. Del Valle of
Hyde Park, MA be appoint-
ed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to
serve Without Surety on
the bond unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to ob-
tain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at
the Court. You have a right
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
02/07/2025.
This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by
which you must file a
written appearance and
objection if you object fo
this proceeding. If you
fail to file a timely written
appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit
of objections within thirty
days (30) days of the
return day, action may
be taken without further
notice fo you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMIN-
ISTRATION UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC
in an unsupervised ad min-
istration is not required to
file an inventory or annual
accounts with the Court.
Persons inferested in the
estate are entitled to notice
regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the
Personal Representative
and may petition the Court
in any matter relating to

the estate, including the
distribution of assets and
expenses of administra-
tion.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.
Dunn, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: January 03, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

01/10/25
P

LEGAL NOTICE
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Commonwealth
of Massachusetts
Land Court
Department
Trial Court
SUFFOLK, SS.
CASE NO.

24 MISC 000587
(DRR)
Susan M. Kelley
and Peter F. Kadzis

v.
The Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation,
as Receiver for Netbank,
Wholesale Legal Successor,
by Complete Corporate
Conversion, to Resource
Bancshares Mortgage
Group, Inc., RBMG, Inc.
and RBMG, LLC.

T0: any unknown or una-
scertained persons with a
legally cognizable interest
in a certain parcel of land
in Boston, Suffolk County,

in said Commonwealth,
being known as and
numbered 42 Peter Parley
Road.

You are hereby notified
that a complaint has been
filed by the above-named
Plaintiffs in which you are
named as an interested
party. This complaint
concerns a cerfain parcel
of land in Boston, Suffolk
County, in said Common-
wealth, being known as
and numbered 42 Peter
Parley Road, (the
“Property”). Plaintiffs
allege that title to the
Property is clouded by an
improperly discharged
mortgage. Plaintiffs allege
to have granted a mort-
gage on the Property to
Northstar Mortgage Corp.
dated February 20, 1998,
and recorded on February
26, 1998 with the Suffolk
County Regisiry of Deeds
(the “Registry of Deeds”)
at Book 22185, Page

140, as affected by an
assignment of morigage
to Resource Bancshares
Mortgage Group Inc.,
dated February 20, 1998,
and recorded on February
26, 1998, with the Registry
of Deeds af Book 22185,

Page 147 (the "Improperly
Discharged Mortgage").
Plaintiffs allege to have
refinanced the Property by
taking out a new mortgage
with Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems Inc.
as nominee for North
American Mortgage
Company, said mortgage
dated November 2, 2001,
and recorded on November
7, 2001, with the Registry
of Deeds af Book 27358,
Page 275 (the “Refinance
Mortgage”). Plaintiffs
claim that the Improperly
Discharged Mortgage was
paid off in full to GMAC
Mortgage Corporation as
part of the settlement of
the Refinance Mortgage.
Plaintiffs further allege
that after the payoff in
full of the Improperly Dis-
charged Mortgage, GMAC
Mortgage Corporation
executed a Discharge of
Mortgage dated November
29,2001, and recorded on
January 25, 2002, with
the Registry of Deeds at
Book 27865, Page 279.
Plaintiffs allege that said
attempted Discharge

of Mortgage fully and
completely refers back to
the Improperly Discharged
Mortgage, however
plaintiffs claim that fitle
to the Property cannot be
cleared of the Improperly
Discharged Mortgage
without the recording

of an assignment or
discharge of Mortgage
from the Defendant, The
Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation as receiver for
Nethank, wholesale legal
successor, by complete
corporate conversion,

to Resource Bancshares
Mortgage Group Inc.,
RBMG, Inc. and RBMG, LLC
(“FDIC"). Plaintiffs further
allege that Despite the best
efforts of counsel for the
Plaintiffs, an assignment
or discharge of mortgage
from the Defendant, FDIC,
has not and cannot be
acquired. Plaintiffs seek

a judgment discharging
the Improperly Discharged
Mortgage and declaring
that the plaintiff and/or
his successors in fitle hold
title to the Property free
and clear of any claims

of the defendant, and for
such other relief deemed
equitable and just.

This complaint may be ex-
amined at the Land Court,
Boston, Massachusetts, or
online at www.masscourts.
org. Information on how to
search Land Court dockets
is available on the Land
Court website: www.mass.
gov/how-to/find-a-land-
court-case-docket. A copy
of said complaint may
also be obtained from

plaintiff's attorney.

If you intend to make any
defense, you are hereby
required to serve upon the
plaintiff's attorney, Kurt

F. Stuckel, Esq., whose
address is 17 Grant Street,
Stoneham, MA 02180, an
answer to the complaint on
or hefore the seventeenth
day of February, 2025,
next, the return day,
hereof, and a copy thereof
must be filed in this court
on or hefore said day.

If you fail to do so,
judgment by default will
he taken against you

for relief demanded in

the complaint. Unless
otherwise provided by Rule
13(a), your answer must
state as a counterclaim
any claim which you may
have against the plaintiff
which arise out of the
transaction or occurrence
that is the subject matter
of the plaintiffs' claim,

or you will thereafter be
harred from making such
claim in any other action.
It is ORDERED that notice
be given by publishing a
copy of this notice once in
The Jamaica Plain Gazette,
a newspaper of general cir-
culation in Boston, Suffolk
County, in said Common-
wealth at least thirty days
hefore the seventeenth day
of February, 2025.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper,
Chief Justice of the Land
Court, the third day of
January, 2025.

Attest:

Dehorah J. Patterson

Recorder
1/10/25
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LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
Docket No.
SU24C0699CA
In the matter of:
Abigail Rose Downey
A Petition to Change Name
of Adult has been filed
by Abigail Rose Downey,
of Jamaica Plain, MA
requesting that the court
enter o Decree changing
their name to:
Abigail CraigDowney
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear
for purposes of objecting
to the pefition by filing

an appearance at:Suffolk
Probate and Family
Court before 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of
01/30,/2025. This is
NOT a hearing date,

but a deadline by which
you must file a written
appearance if you objedt fo
this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.
Dunn, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: December 31, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

01/10/25
]
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LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth
Of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family
Court
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION
AND MAILING
Docket No.
SU24D2080DR
Ashley Rivera
Plaintiff
vs.
Julio Rivera
Defendant
To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a
Complaint for Divorce
requesting that the Court
grant a divorce for irre-
trievable breakdown.
The Complaint is on file at
the Court.
An Automatic Restraining
Order has been entered in
this matter preventing you
from taking any action w
which would negatively
impact the current finan-
cial status of either party.
SEE Supplemental Probate
Court Rule 411.
You are hereby summoned
and required to serve
upon: Ashley Rivera 58
Horan Way #402 Jamaica
Plain, MA 02130 your an-
swer, if any, on or before
01/30,/2025. If you fail
to do so, the court will
proceed to the hearing and
adjudication of this action.
You are also required fo
file a copy of your answer
in the office of the Register
of this Court.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.

Dunn, First Justice of said

Court.

December 23, 2024

Stephanie L. Everett

Register of Probate
1/10/25

P

Docket No. ance at:Suffolk Probate and
I.E(G()ﬂf}mmg\EFE ISUhZ4(0529CAf Family (t;]uri before:1 10:0f0
n the matter or: a.m. on the return day o
Oiﬁhgl\rﬁﬁﬂlésuﬂs Ashley Marie Taylor 02/19/2025. This is NOT
PROBATE AND A Petition to Change Name of  hearing date, but a deadline
FAMILY COURT Adult has been filed by Ashley by which you must file a
Suffolk Probate Marie Taylor, of Jamaica written appearance if you
And Family Court Plain, MA requesting that the  object to this proceeding.
924 New Chardon St. court enter o Decree changing ~ WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn,
Boston. MA 02114 their name to: First Justice of this Court.
(6]7)’788-8300 Oak Grey Date: January 8, 2025
CITATION ON IMPORTANT NOTICE Stephanie L. Everett,
PETITION TO Any person may appear for Register of Probate
CHANGE NAME purposes of objecting to the 01/10/25
petition by filing an appear- Jp

— CLASSIFIEDS —

David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks,
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls.
617-676-5676.

HEDGE CUTTING: Looking for help landscaping? Call Glenn 617-477-
7669

CLASSIFIED
INFO

email your classified to
classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.
For more info. call 781-485-0588

VAN DRIVER NEEDED

Must be hard working, reliable and customer
service oriented individuals that provide
world-class service experience in a positive
and compassionate manner. Driver Must
demonstrate a high level of resourcefulness
and flexibility. Must be Professional with
excellent communication skills.

Contact (Ryanshmaltz@gmail.com)
for more details.

JOIN THE SELF ESTEEM TEAM

PT Weekday Morning/Afternoon
Self-Esteem Group Facilitator

Self Esteem Boston is seeking an experienced, reliable,
psycho-educational group leader to work 2 or 3 days per
week for up to 28 hours weekly to facilitate self-esteem
educational programs for women in transitional recovery
programs across greater Boston.

Group leader experience required: BA + 10 yrs exp, or
MA + 5 yrs exp. Car required. 2 year commitment preferred.
Must enjoy driving in diverse Boston neighborhoods.
M.Ed, LICSW, LMHC, LADC, or CADAC a plus.

Passion and commitment for helping
women to rebuild their lives, a must.

SELFESTEEN

Resume to: Marion B. Davis, President,

Self Esteem Boston
000 )l PO.Box 301155, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 (EOE)
or email to: empowermail@selfesteemboston.com

The Foundation for Success
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By Penny & Ep CHERUBINO

Our furry family members
need more from us than regular
feeding, walking, and routine
health care. They need us to be
concerned about the quality of
their lives.

If you have a dog or a cat, you
want to do everything possible
to keep your animal happy and
healthy. However, finding time
to do things that can improve
their quality of life may be chal-
lenging. To overcome this, re-
solve to form new habits and set
a few goals for the new year.

Dedicated Time
You know the activities you

Crty Paws

love to do with your dog or cat.
However, you should also think
about the activities your little
pal loves to do with you. It could
be a play session when you toss
a toy or wiggle an interactive
cat teaser. Recognizing joyful
moments can take careful ob-
servation. Plan to do more of it
once you know what fills your
animal’s life with bliss.

On the other hand, you also
know what activities cause your
pet stress and fear, diminishing
their quality of life. You should
take whatever steps are needed
to support the animal through
difficult situations and desen-
sitize them as best you can. For

=

Your cat’s

purris an excellent sig that she is enjoying our

moment together. (Photo by Piotr Musiol)
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Letter

Continued from page 14

needs. For example, cross-cul-
tural studies show that the
lack of physical affection and
extended body contact with the
mother in infancy can lead to
later violent behavior. Infants’
defensive responses to psycho-
logically survive from disrupted
bonding with the mother include
emotional numbing, resulting
in later reduced empathy, as
described in my book, The Em-
pathy Evolution: Preventing
Violence, Racism, Political Cor-
ruption, and Mental Illness by
Creating More Caring People.
Significantly, thirty-eight
percent of American pregnan-
cies are unintended. The quality
of life for children who are born
from such pregnancies is ignored.
Associated maternal stress and
delivery complications adversely

]

affect infants and weakens bond-
ing with the mother. Unwanted
children increase rates of child
abuse and neglect. When the
needs of children are not sat-
isfied, they experience distress
that leads to behavioral prob-
lems. This should be included in
the debate about abortion.

Mothers do the best they can
based on their personal histo-
ries. Most American mothers of
infants return to work. A signifi-
cant first step would be to provide
national paid maternal leave pol-
icies. European countries gener-
ally provide one to three years
of paid maternal leave. Other
improvements would be required
sex education for teenagers, bet-
ter use of contraception, learning
about infants and child care with
empathy, and control of child-
birth by women.

Ronald Goldman, PhD, is a
resident of Jamaica Plain, and
a psychologist, speaker, and au-
thor.

Quality of life

example, you might visit the
grooming parlor or veterinary
office and have the staff give
your pet a treat between sched-
uled visits.

Learn To Do The Basics

You are the one most likely
to spot something abnormal with
your cat and the one who speaks
for your dog when he needs med-
ical care. A quick home check-up
regularly might save the animal
some pain and you some money.

Routine, at-home dental care
is one of the most important (but
often neglected) quality-of-life
care a pet guardian can provide.
If you can set a routine to brush
your critter’s teeth at least once
or, at best, twice a day, it can
help prevent pain and a cascade
of health issues from periodontal
disease.

Make Your Home
Pet-Friendly
Does your cat have places to
climb, not only because cats love
to climb, but also to get away
from dogs, children, (or even you)
when she wants to be left alone?
We often notice cats and
sometimes dogs perched in win-
dows. Does your little friend love
to watch the world go by or keep
track of the birds in the trees?

If you don’t have wide window
sills, do what you can to provide
a comfortable and secure perch.
And, be sure there is no possibil-
ity of a fall out of the window.

Safety is another issue. In our
tech-filled world, we run wired
chargers here, there, and every-
where. These can be tempting to
little friends who spend far more
time on the floor looking around
than we do. Keep those devices
unplugged or out of reach when
you aren’t using them.

Finally, educate yourself
about foods, plants, household
products, and odd dangers from
ribbons that cats might ingest to

stray socks that a big dog might
eat.

The saddest assessment of
the quality of life required of any
animal guardian is when their
pet’s health drastically reduc-
es their enjoyment of life. With
our pets, we are allowed to end
suffering. However, before you
make that decision, check your
options. It may be that more
specialized veterinary care, a
new medication, or a mobility
aid could make a difference.

Do you have a question or top-
ic for City Paws? Send an email
to Penny@BostonZest.com with
your request.
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154 Green St JP 02130

HAPPY AND GREAT
NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE!

N

Inside And Pod Patio Seating Available!

CVEIogrcce

Friendly Neighborhood Diner

617-477-9573
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evergreeneateryjp.com

OPEN 8:00am to 8:30pm Tuesday - Sunday
Delivery available 3pm-8:30pm

154 Green St. JP » 617-477-9573
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Get your tickets now at DinosaurAdventure.com



