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 Speaking before a stand-
ing-room-only crowd, Mayor 
Michelle Wu delivered a pow-
erful State of the City address 
on March 19 at the MGM Music 
Hall on Lansdowne Street.
 “Boston is strong,” Wu de-
clared unequivocally in a speech 
in which the mayor outlined 
some of her accomplishments 
and unveiled new programs that 
will positively impact thousands 

of residents of Boston.
 “Gun violence in Boston has 
hit a 10-year low, and every year 
since taking office, we’ve set new 
record lows,” Wu stated. “Boston 
is the safest city in the nation.”
 Wu thanked both Police Com-
missioner Michael Cox and the 
entire Boston Police Department 
for these safety accomplish-
ments.
 Wu pointed to businesses 

By Michael coughlin JR.
 
 During the Boston Planning 
& Development Agency’s (BPDA) 
Board meeting earlier this 
month, a project at 259 Allan-
dale Street, which would bring 
upgrades to Allandale Farm, was 
approved.
 The proposed project involves 
replacing the farm’s primary re-
tail structure with an approxi-
mately 5,300-square-foot retail 
market barn and its older re-
tail greenhouses with a roughly 
5,350-square-foot retail green-
house. Dylan Norris, a project 

assistant at the Planning De-
partment, noted that these up-
grades will enable the farm to 
provide service year-round.
 Barry Fogel of Keegan Wer-
lin, LLP, the project’s legal coun-
sel, led the presentation for the 
project and highlighted other 
aspects of the proposal.
 For example, he noted that 
landscaping would be added 
to the parking lot, and while 
the number of spaces avail-
able—58—is not increasing, 
parking will become more effi-
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 CELEBRATING 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY AT 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB

The Brendan Behan Pub was a sought-after destination 
to celebrate St Patrick’s Day with some Guinness, good 
friends, and good times. Pictured above, Ruairi Scott, 
Conor Magee, Chris Losty, and Cormac Eastwood came 
over from Ireland to see how we celebrate St Patrick’s 
Day in Boston.  Right, aspiring actor Carly Calbreath 
reads Secrets Of Voiceover Secrets in the back patio. 
Below, a look at Brendan Behan Pub on St Patrick’s Day. 
See Pages 10 and 11 for more photos.

Staff RepoRt

The Housing and Development 
Committee (HDC) of the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council 
(JPNC) held a regular monthly 
meeting this past Tuesday.

Chairperson Renee Stacey 
Welch and the committee and 
community members who were 
in attendance took up a number 
of issues.

The committee initially elected 
new members to fill its vacant 
seats. The JPNC’s by-laws pro-

vide that each of its sub-commit-
tees may have five members who 
are members of the full JPNC and 
10 who are community members.

There were four candidates, 
Danielle Sommer, Lorenzo Bar-
toloni, Omer Hecht, and Peter 
DeCotis, all of whom are mem-
bers of the full JPNC, for the two 
open seats for JPNC members.

After each presented the rea-
sons why they desired to serve 

Special to the Gazette

Last Saturday afternoon, 
friends and family gathered at 
the Loring Greenough House to 
celebrate the Life and Service of 
long-time Jamaica Plain resident 
Karen Wepsic, who passed away 
on October 15, 2022.

The Invocation and Benedic-
tion were given by Rev. Ashlee 
Wiest-Laird of the First Baptist 
Church.  Other speakers who 
spoke were from the Footlight 
Club, MIT Sailing, Fenway Gar-
den Society, Peterborough Senior 
Center, the Jamaica Pond As-
sociation, and the Mission Hill 
and Fenway/South End neigh-
borhoods.

The following is taken from 
the memorial booklet that was 
available:

 Karen Wepsic was born 1938, 
the only child of parents Nils 
Okland (sea captain) and Sof-

ie Okland of Norway; Raised in 
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, Elementary 
school PS104, Karen maintained 
a “Victory Garden” in Brooklyn, 
an activity she would carry with 

JPNC Housing Committee elects 
three new members; hears of plans
for 1822 Arboretum Rd. project

Residents gather to celebrate 
the life of Karen Wepsic

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 7
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The program from the service.
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BPDA Board approves 
proposed Allandale 
Farm upgrades
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CELEBRATING ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
AT BRENDAN BEHAN PUB

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

There was plenty of St Patrick’s Day spirit to go around at the Brendan Behan last week. 
Shown clockwise from top: Patrons and staff alike dressed in green and brought the spirit of 
Ireland to the Jamaica Plain estsblishment.  Tom and Jenny share a relaxing time playing 
darts and drinking Guinness. Sean Kolczynski and Collin Krueger show off beads they got 
when in South Boston for the parade. See more photos on Pages 4 and 5.

State of the City
Wu: ‘We will defend the 
people we love with all 

that we’ve got’



2 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •  MARCH 28, 2025

By Gazette Staff

 The Housing and Develop-
ment Committee of the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council 
(JPNC) held its regular monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, March 18. 
On hand for the session were 
vice-chair Purple Reign, Bernie 
Doherty, Renee Stacey Welch, 
Willie Mitchell, Sarah Horsley, 
Kathy Brown, Gert Thorn, Es-
ther Beillard, Pam Bender, and 
Lorenzo Bartoloni.
 The meeting began with a 
presentation by Joe Hassell, the 
founder and managing partner 
of Boston Real Estate Capital, 
regarding the proposed develop-
ment at 3430-3440 Washington 
St., which presently are the sites 
of Acme Auto Body and Hatoff's 
gas station respectively.
 Hassell noted that the proj-
ect, which will consist of two sep-
arate buildings on either side of 
Rockvale Circle, has been in the 
planning stages for a few years 
and has undergone a number of 
changes in response to feedback 
from community groups and res-

idents of the neighborhood.
 The project will consist of a 
total of 230 rental units with a 
parking ratio of 0.45, which is 
within the city's maximum ratio 
of 0.50. 
 In response to a question from 
Purple Reign, Hassell said the 
percentage of affordable units 
will be 23.6 percent, which ex-
ceeds the 20% requirement of the 
city, though is a bit short of the 
25% to which the Jamaica Plain 
Neighborhood Council aspires.
 There will be 130 units (39 
studios, 59 1-bedroom, and 32 
2-BR) at 3430 Washington St. 
and 100 units (35 studios, 42 
1-BR, and 23 2-BR) at 3440 
Washington St. There also will 
be spaces for Blue Bikes and a 
bicycle room room for residents, 
as well as retail space on the 
ground level.
 Kathy Brown asked about 
the affordability level in terms of 
AMI (the average median income 
of the community) of the afford-
able units. "We're still working 
that out," said Hassell. "I am 
committed to having as many 

units as possible at the lowest 
AMI possible."
 Brown also queried about the 
possibility of having more 3-bed-
room units, which would make 
the project more family-friendly. 
"We are playing with that idea," 
Hassell noted, adding that some 
of the 2-BR units will include a 
den that could be used as a third 
bedroom. "But ultimately, the 
mix of unit sizes will be based 
on market conditions."
 "This is probably among the 
best-designed presentations I've 
seen in my years on the JPNC," 
said Thorn, who himself is an 
architect. Thorn then made some 
suggestions about the color of the 
facade and the treescaping.
 Jan Wampler, a long-time JP 
resident who also is an architect, 
spoke briefly, noting that he had 
met previously with the project's 
architect at which various issues 
were discussed.
 "We discussed how to make 
the building look smaller and 
how to merge the building 
into the neighborhood," said 
Wampler. "Basically, the goal 
is, 'How to make a big building 
smaller'." 
 Wampler also noted the in-
crease in the population density 
that the project will bring to the 
neighborhood. "We'd like to work 
with you to make this a project 
that we can all be proud of," 
Wampler added.
 Doherty echoed Thorn's sen-
timents about the quality of the 
presentation, but then took issue 
with the size of the buildings in 
relation to the adjacent homes in 
the neighborhood and suggested 
that the 104 parking spaces for 
the 230 units will be inadequate, 
which he suggested will have a 
detrimental impact on the neigh-
borhood. 
 Doherty also stated that he 
is "against anything over four 
stories high," noting the shadows 
that will be cast by the size of the 
proposed buildings (they will be 
six stories high) and suggesting 
that buildings of that size are 
not family-friendly. Doherty also 
stated, "Large buildings such as 
yours are creating a canyon-like 
effect along Washington St." 
 Horsley applauded Hassell 
for the 23.6 percent affordability 
figure. She also expressed her 
hope that the retail spaces will 
be occupied by local business 
owners, as opposed to chain re-
tailers.
 Purple Reign read a letter 

from a resident who stated, "The 
design is too boxy, drab, and 
uninteresting. The facade needs 
more angles, variety, and depth 
of colors and materials." The 
resident also suggested that 
the step-down in the height of 
the buildings from the front 
on Washington St. to the rear 
(where the buildings are closer 
to neighboring homes) is inad-
equate. She further suggested 
that there should be fewer studio 
units and more family-size units, 
as well as spaces for car-sharing 
vehicles.
 Caroline Kelley, a resident 
of Kenton Rd., whose family 
has lived there since the 1960s, 
said, "I'm very encouraged by 
your work with the community. 
However, I share the concerns 
of others about the size of the 
structures -- they are huge." 
 Hassell concluded by saying 
that he looks forward to working 
further with the community.
 The committee briefly dis-
cussed the MBTA's Arborway 
Garage project, which presently 
has no commitment for funding 
from the state and therefore is 
essentially a moot issue.
 However, Doherty, Thorn, 
and Welch suggested that the 
committee should keep the issue 
in the forefront so that when the 
garage project is resurrected in 
the future, the committee will 
have its recommendations for 
the use of the eight-acre parcel 
that has been set aside for com-
munity development -- which 
could include affordable housing 
and retail use that will benefit 
the entire JP community -- ful-
ly-formed and ready for presen-
tation to MBTA and city officials 
when the time comes.
 "We should reach out to the 
people who live in the area of the 
garage to hear what they have to 
say and what they want to see go 
in there," said Doherty.
 The committee next discussed 
the planned development for the 
Rogerson House, a memory care 
home for seniors, that is seeking 
to significantly expand the size 
of its facility. The committee 
heard a presentation about the 
proposed project on February 
18 (at which neighbors voiced 
strong opposition) and Purple 
Reign asked the members wheth-
er they wished to send a letter to 
the Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) stating 
what they do and don't like about 
the project.

 Doherty took issue with the 
lack of parking, the construction 
time frame of six years, and the 
overall impact on the adjacent 
neighborhood.
 "You have to consider those 
who live there and who have 
made their investments in their 
homes there," Doherty said.
 On the other hand, Thorn 
suggested that tradeoffs have to 
be made. "We can't stay where 
we are forever," said Thorn. "JP 
is not what it was 20 years ago 
and it will not be the same 10 
years from now. As far as I'm 
concerned, what Rogerson House 
does is absolutely precious and 
essential for all of us in terms 
of where we might all end up. 
I think it is worth some com-
promising to make sure that a 
facility like that has the ability 
to expand and grow."
 "I like the development," said 
Bender. "I am thankful that it 
will be 100 percent affordable 
for seniors. We also have to get 
over our 'fear of heights.' Bos-
ton is not going to be this little 
three-decker town forever. We 
do not have the land and we 
will need to build up if we want 
people to have a place to live."
 She also took issue with the 
notion that abutters should be 
the ones whose views predomi-
nate, suggesting that those who 
will benefit from a project such 
as Rogerson House should have 
input into the process.
 "Rogerson House should be 
the blueprint for the kind of de-
velopment that we want to see in 
the city," said Bartoloni, a long-
time JP resident who is a student 
at Northeastern University.
 Brown added, "A 100 percent 
affordable housing project is im-
portant, given the great need for 
housing."
 The question of whether to 
send a letter to the BPDA did 
not come up for a vote.
The next meeting of the Housing 
and Development Committee is 
set for April 15.

Volunteers needed to assure our ability to hold a 
Spring 2025! See details on our website at

https://bit.ly/jpcsoccer
Regular season registration ends on April 18, 2025 

The Spring season runs from Wednesday April 30th 
though Sunday June 29th, 2025

Registration costs $25.00 — discounts are available. 
The spring season is 8 weeks long, every week we hold one 

45 min practice for each team, with available sessions on 
Wednesdays at 4pm, Saturdays at 9, 10 or 11am 

or Sunday at 10am.
Volunteer Activity Leaders are needed to support every team - 

no experience needed! See our Website for more details or 
contact us directly at: contact@jpchildrensoccer.org.

Para niños 3.5-6.5. El registro en línea ya está abierto 
en https://bit.ly/jpcsoccer

El registro de la temporada regular finaliza el 18 de 
Abril de 2025

La temporada de primavera se extiende desde el miércoles el
 30 de Abril hasta domingo el 29 de Junio de 2025.

La inscripción cuesta $25.00 — hay descuentos disponibles.

La temporada de primavera tiene una duración de 8 semanas, 
cada semana realizamos una práctica de 45 minutos para cada 
equipo, con sesiones disponibles los miércoles a las 4 p.m., los 

sábados a las 9, 10 & 11 a.m., o los domingos a las 10 a.m.
Necesitamos líderes voluntarios para apoyar a 
cada equipo, ¡no se necesita experiencia! Visite 
nuestro sitio web para obtener más detalles o 

contáctenos directamente en: 
contact@jpchildrensoccer.org.

JP 
CHILDREN’S  SOCCER

For kids 3.5-6.5.  Online Registration is NOW OPEN

Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

Housing and Development Comm. hears of plans for 3430-3440 Washington St.
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such as Eli Lilly, SAP, Roche, 
Lego, and Nvidia that have lo-
cated their offices and major re-
search and development centers 
in the city.
 Among the several new ini-
tiatives that Wu unveiled during 
her speech were:
 -- A Business Recruitment Of-
fice to fill commercial vacancies 
and revitalize the downtown;
 -- Boston Energy Saver, a 
partnership with Eversource and 

National Grid that aims to low-
er heating and cooling costs for 
residents; and
 -- A Co-Purchasing Pilot Pro-
gram that will help households 
combine their purchasing power 
to buy multiple-family homes 
with 0% interest-deferred loans 
from the City.
 The mayor also made note of 
the programs in the city’s schools 
for the arts, advanced math, and 
athletics, as well as the avail-
ability of free early education for 
children under the age of five.
 Wu also highlighted the many 
enhanced programs for senior 

citizens across the city.
 The mayor briefly touched on 
the controversial White Stadi-
um proposal, saying, “Four years 
ago, BPS student-athletes were 
left with a sports facility that 
was rarely open and had been 
crumbling for decades. Today, we 
are renovating White Stadium 
into a world-class athletics hub.”
 Toward the end of her speech, 
Wu took on President Donald 
Trump (without mentioning him 
by name), saying, “No one tells 
Boston how to take care of our 
own. Not kings, and not presi-
dents who think they are kings.”

 

In closing, Wu said, “We are 
the city that leads in the storm, 
that stands up under pressure 
together, and finds strength in 
each other.  We will defend the 
people we love with all that we’ve 

got.”
 Wu then added, to applause, 
“God bless our city, God bless our 
people, and God save whoever 
messes with Boston.”

State of the City
Continued from page 2

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY MIKE MEJIA

Mayor Michelle Wu delivering her State of the City address.

JP Observer 
The Democratic Party needs to get its act together

By Sandra Storey / Special to the Gazette

  When folksy comedian Will 
Rogers said, "I'm not a member 
of any organized political party... 
I'm a Democrat," in 1935, it was 
funny.
 It isn’t now, though Demo-
crats started holding rallies in 
red states earlier this month.
  According to a CNN poll 
taken around the same time, 
the Democratic Party has only 
a 29 percent favorability rat-
ing among the American people, 
compared to the Republicans 

at 36 percent. A rift opened up 
among Democrats when Senate 
leader Chuck Schumer and nine 
others voted to approve the Re-
publican spending bill rather 
than see a government shut-
down that would have includ-
ed federal courts hearing cases 
against Trump’s orders.
 When things are not going 
well for the Democratic Party, 
they are probably not going well 
in Jamaica Plain, because the 
neighborhood is largely Demo-

cratic and votes overwhelming 
that way, including in national 
elections. So does the rest of 
Boston and Massachusetts for 
that matter.
 Most important, people here 
have strong attachment to the 
United States’ history of free-
dom from rulers and support 
a constitution that spells out 
anti-authoritarianism and ac-
countability in multiple ways.
 Plenty has been written and 
said by pundits and ordinary 

people since November about 
how Democrats should change 
regarding identity groups and 
the usual list of issues. What 
actually needs to be improved, 
according to my observations, 
is the Democratic Party’s basic 
competence at conducting skill-
ful political party business and 
understanding its role in defend-
ing our democracy as it is faced 
with an existential crisis. Until 
it recognizes its proper role as a 
coordinator and communicator 

for the American people, it can’t 
recover its good standing of de-
cades ago.
  Since his inauguration, Pres-
ident Donald Trump has issued 
at least 319 edicts, 89 of which 
were executive orders that have 
gone through the process of being 
officially recorded in the federal 
register.
 A lot are labelled “remarks” 
and “presidential actions.” And 

Continued on Page 6

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX

JP’s own Mendez Pierre, an Eighth-grade student at the Curley K-8 School in Jamaica Plain, 
and self-taught musician, perform on stage at the State of the City. Mendez opened the evening 
with a breathtaking performance of his original composition, “Dream.”
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Photos by Derek kouyoumjian

 JP residents didn't have to go 
to South Boston to catch some St 
Patrick's Day spirit. You would 

feel right at home at the Brendan 
Behan as you would in a pub 
in Ireland, or Southie for that 
matter.

CELEBRATING ST. PATRICK’S DAY AT BRENDAN BEHAN PUB

 Brendan Behan staff/ Jess, Michelle, and Nino catch some 
fresh air before jumping into the St Patrick’s Day fray.

 Michael Allen and Eric Knopp. Fenway Health Executive VP Dallas Ducar 
with friend Biz Morris.

 Michelle the bartender drops in on John, Angela, Elliot, and Nick who are some of her favorite 
regulars.

 Enjoying a relatively quiet nook at the Behan were Patrick 
Curran and Julia Nucci.

 Victoria, Julia, and Ari came from our of town 
and got some souvenir pint glasses courtesy 
of Guinness. 

 Rhianna and Emily show off their Guinness 
pint glasses they got from a promotion event 
at the Behan.
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MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTOS BY MIKE MEJIA

CELEBRATING ST. PATRICK’S DAY AT BRENDAN BEHAN PUB

Beloved bartender Michelle keeps the Guinness pints and 
good times flowing.

 Sophia Calandrello, Kimberly Orr, Susan Campbell, Joan Kilgariff-Shields (whose dad owned 
Kilgariff’s Cafe on Green Street in the 1970s), and “The Famous” Mary McCann.

Abigail and Eric with their engaged friends Ben and Rory who 
are tying the knot in Ireland later this year.

Jenna, Keegan, Meghan, and Jacob.

Susan Rice, City Councilor Ben Weber, Robert Orthman, Fenway Health Executive VP Dallas 
Ducar, Massachusetts State Rep Sam Mondano, and Biz Morris.

Showing that you don’t have 
to be Irish to have fun on St 
Patrick’s Day, Erik Liddell visits 
the Behan with Mike Allen.

cient because it will be marked 
better.
 He also mentioned that the 
new buildings would be in the 
same footprint as the existing 
ones but would have improved 
spacing and separation from the 
parking lot to better stage sea-
sonal products.
 Fogel then spoke about the 
architecture of the new build-
ings, saying, “It’s going to sort 
of obviously capture and keep 
the same feeling of the farm but 
be much more attractive on the 
Allandale Street side.”
 Moreover, a crosswalk has 
been proposed as part of the proj-

ect, bringing pedestrians from 
the south side of Allandale Street 
into the site.  
 “Everything about improving 
this will enhance ADA access 
and the availability of products 
year-round,” said Fogel.
 “From a sustainability stand-
point, there will be solar on the 
roof of the market barn; there will 
be EV (electric vehicle) charging 
stations for vehicles, much-im-
proved stormwater management 
and compliance with MassDEP 
(Department of Environmental 
Protection) standards, and no 
impacts to the farm pond or the 
vegetated wetland to the east of 
that parking area.”
 After the presentation, BPDA 
Board members commented, and 
the project was supported thor-

oughly.
 Matt O’Malley has been going 
to Allandale Farm since he was 
four years old and expressed his 
excitement about the proposal.
 “I think you folks have the 
first development project in the 
history of Jamaica Plain that has 
100% support. This is something 
we have all been waiting for,” he 
said.
 Kate Bennett called Allandale 
Farm a beloved institution and 
said, “It’s great to see this level of 
investment and kind of commit-
ment to the future of the farm.”
 Dr. Ted Landsmark echoed 
Bennett’s sentiment, adding, “I 
think everyone on the board is 
just thrilled to have the opportu-
nity to support this work.”
 The board’s chair, Priscilla 

Rojas, also commented on the pro-
posal, saying, “I’m just really glad 
that we have something like this 
as part of our city’s ecosystem—
not only for educating but also for 
just reconnecting to nature and 
farming and all the great things 
that you guys do.”
 It should also be noted that 
Jordan Frias, City Councilor Ben 
Weber’s director of policy and 
communications, noted that We-
ber was on record supporting the 
project but could not attend the 
meeting.
 Ultimately, after comments, 
the board unanimously ap-
proved the proposal. For more 
information about the project, 
visit https://www.bostonplans.
org/projects/development-proj-
ects/259-allandale-street.

Allandale Farm
Continued from page 1
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remaining lists contain what are 
called ‘fact sheets,” “briefs and 
statements” and some writings 
called “articles,” which are more 
like press releases. They are all 
on the White House website and 
read like royal proclamations.
  In addition, the site lists “ad-
ministrative priorities.” Trump 
also adds additional swipes of 
commands and threats to his 
Truth Social account and in in-
terviews almost daily. It’s over-
whelming.
  Most of his dictates attempt 
to usurp the powers given to 
Congress by the Constitution to 
create and disband agencies and 
to make and repeal laws, not to 
mention trying to manage indi-
vidual agencies and make sweep-
ing policy and funding changes.
 The American Civil Liber-
ties Union has said that most 
of Trump’s commands are “un-

lawful,” and courts have agreed 
when lawsuits were brought 
against many orders.
 The Trump regime claims his 
nonexistent “landslide” presi-
dential win (with less than 50 
percent of the vote) gives him 
the right to do that. Even if he 
won big, he wouldn’t have the 
right, of course, according to our 
Constitution and laws.
  Some organizations, insti-
tutions officials and individu-
als have employed attorneys 
to take some of his edicts to 
courts around the country, thank 
goodness. Many of Trump’s pow-
er-grabbing orders have gotten 
frozen or even overturned by 
judges.
 Unfortunately, no one, in-
cluding the Democratic Party, 
appears to be keeping track of all 
of it for us. And Trump is play-
ing around with following/not 
following judicial orders, mostly 
by filing lots of motions and ap-
peals, his usual tactics, to slow 
things down.
  People have demonstrated in 

the hundreds against many of his 
orders around the country.
  Except for the lawsuits, some 
demonstrations and speeches by 
elected Democrats are about all 
that’s been done to battle the 
chaotic, daily onslaught of un-
reasonable commands from the 
chief executive, his lieutenant 
billionaire Elon Musk and his 
minions.
  So where is the Democratic 
National Party when it comes 
to defending the country from a 
president who has already called 
himself “king?”
 It’s been almost wholly fo-
cused on two special congressio-
nal elections in Florida. More on 
that Quixotic adventure below…
 Meanwhile, here’s what na-
tional Democratic leadership 
needs to start doing:
 1) Starting the day after No-
vember’s election, at the latest, 
Democrats needed to draft the 
democracy answer to the Repub-
lican’s Project 2025 (aka Agenda 
45 now). Democrats need to not 
only fight Trump’s bad ideas and 
actions one by one. Before that, 
(or as soon as possible, since 
they missed the natural starting 
point) they also need to help the 
country get a grip on the unlaw-
ful chaos the Trump regime is 
letting lose now and probably 
will continue for the next four 
years.
  It’s the responsibility of the 
party is to gather useful infor-
mation about what Trump is 
up to on a public website. They 
need to compile and track the 
Trump regime’s orders and ac-
tions, along with actions taken 
by Team Democracy, noting re-
sults and possible future actions.
 Resources and volunteers 
to maintain the website would 
be relatively easy to come by. 
I bet there’s a brilliant under-
grad or grad student or two to 
track and monitor each one of 
Project 2025’s and Trump’s bad 
ideas, what’s wrong with each 
and what’s being done, updated 
daily—working with profession-
al project oversight.
 So far, no media outlet or 
institution that I can find is pub-
licizing close to all the awful 
edicts Trump has made along 
with helpful information. No one 
has emerged to say they are 
checking to see that all of the 
unlawful acts get needed action.
 It’s not even clear if the White 
House is continuing to record all 
of the wannabe dictator’s pro-
nouncements on its own site. The 
319 total there hasn’t changed 
for a month, while new orders 
have been announced.

 Democrats have to keep 
watch and keep up, if this coun-
try is going to save our rights and 
our Constitution from Trump 
today and in coming years.
  The words “scattershot” and 
“haphazard” have been used 
more than once both to describe 
how Trump is attacking our free-
doms so quickly and frequently. 
They also describe how Dem-
ocrats are reacting. Media are 
responding in the same hit-or-
miss way. Democratic leaders 
need to portraying and describe 
the fight against the big author-
itarian picture.
 People directly and immedi-

ately affected by Trump’s reign 
also need help, and Democrats 
must care about that and them.
  Will Rogers’ disorganized 
party needs to get the necessary 
information about the enemy’s 
actions organized. The public, 
officials and even the media 
need to be able to easily find out 
what’s going on with our govern-
ment every day, so they can deal 
responsibly with it. Actions be-
ing taken and planned need to be 
communicated and shared. What 
ever happened to the 1960s and 
70s slogan: “Information is Pow-
er.” People need to be informed 
by Democrats in an orderly way 
of what is going on.
  2) The Democratic Party 
needs to completely revamp its 
strategic marketing in quanti-
ty, quality, content and variety 
with the help of outside consul-
tants. Having young people in 
leadership roles has not moved 
the DNC out of awkward, old-
school ways. The age of candi-
dates themselves is one thing. 
But there is no excuse for prac-
ticing old, stumbling marketing 
devices from the 1950s.
 Putting multi-colored, fuzzy, 
limited bold messages in hun-
dreds of emails saying the same 
little things about a few local 
elections to an email list—in-
cluding promises that donations 
will fix everything— is not a 
correct, modern, effective way to 
win hearts and minds—or elec-
tions. The DNC website could 

have been made by a grade 
school class.
  3) A Glimmer of Hope! Just as 
I finished writing this column, I 
read good news. The Democrat-
ic Party began to engage in a 
creative public education effort 
about what’s going on. Bernie 
Sanders, Alexandria Ocasio-Cor-
tez and some other congresspeo-
ple took it on themselves to hold 
town meetings in red districts 
where elected Republicans may 
not want to face complaints from 
constituents. Now the DNC has 
decided to hold meetings with 
constituents in Republican-held 
districts in all 50 states, starting 
with nine.
  A rally in Arizona on March 
20 sponsored by Sanders and Oc-
asio-Cortez drew 15,000 people, 
the largest political rally in Ar-
izona’s history. Democrats sent 
what appeared to be their first 
emails requesting donations to 
support more rallies afterward 
this past week.  
  April Fools Day, 2025 will 
be significant. The Democratic 
Party put most of its focus, time, 
money, resources, even its battle 
to save democracy in the small 
baskets of two races for congress 
in very red districts in Florida 
this year.
 If the Republicans win the 
two open districts that day after 
all this hype, the Democrats’ ef-
forts against Trump’s attempted 
rule will have been a giant waste 
and a terrible distraction from 
the real, direct fight for democ-
racy against the Trump regime. 
If one does, good, but no majority 
this year.
 If both Democrats win, one 
more Democrat will have to win 
a yet-to-be-scheduled special 
election in New York to gain a 
simple House majority. Trump 
will also have to start asking the 
House to sponsor and vote on his 
commands, which he hasn’t so 
far, for the votes to make much 
difference to our democracy’s 
survival. The Democratic efforts 
will just be a lightly smaller 
waste and distraction from the 
fight to preserve our democracy 
now in that case.
 The hope now is that funda-
mental pressure from the grass-
roots will push more of the local, 
state and national Democrat-
ic leadership to step into their 
proper coordinating and com-
municating roles for the sake of 
this country. We’ll know there’s 
hope as soon as we get donation 
requests and information from 
the DNC to support a total cam-
paign against Trump’s autocrat-
ic ideas, plans and actions.

Observer
Continued from page 3
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Real Estate AUCTION

Info, Full Terms, Broker Reg & More at:

NEWLY RENOVATED 2-FAMILY
Ready for Conversion to (2) Luxury Condos

To be Offered Individually & in the Entirety
Wednesday, April 16 at 11am On-site

5 & 7 Endicott Ct., (North End) Boston, MA

Open House: 
Thursday, April 10 

(11am-1pm)

since 1971
207 South St. Jamaica Plain

617-524-4505
Conveniently located one block  

from Forest Hills T station
JP’s Oldest Inspection Station

Mass State  
Inspection Facility

4 2
0
2
5

All Season Tires, 
Alignments for Cars, 

Trucks and SUVs.

Call now and save 617-524-4505

Arborway Auto Service CenterArborway Auto Service Center
  since 1971

207 South St. Jamaica Plain

617-524-4505
Conveniently located one block  

from Forest Hills T station
JP’s Oldest Inspection Station

Mass State  
Inspection Facility

2
2
0
2
0

Snow Tires, 
All Season Tires , 
Alignments for Cars, Trucks 

and SUVs. Call now and save.
617-524-4505

Arborway Auto Service CenterArborway Auto Service Center
  since 1971

207 South St. Jamaica Plain

617-524-4505
Conveniently located one block  

from Forest Hills T station
JP’s Oldest Inspection Station

Mass State  
Inspection Facility

2
2
0
2
0

Snow Tires, 
All Season Tires , 
Alignments for Cars, Trucks 

and SUVs. Call now and save.
617-524-4505

“Until it recognizes 
its proper role as 
a coordinator and 
communicator for the 
American people, it 
can’t recover its good 
standing of decades 
ago.”
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By Gazette Staff

 Following a slow winter sea-
son, this year’s spring real es-
tate market in Jamaica Plain 
looks a lot like last year at this 
time, with tight inventory in 
the single-family, condominium, 
and multi-family sectors. The 
big difference is that prices are 
higher -- the median sales price 
for a single-family home in JP 
increased by 11.4 percent (and 
for condos by 5.7 percent) in the 
past year -- with many properties 
selling over their asking price. 
The spring real estate season 
accounts for 70 percent of all real 
estate sales in a calendar year.
 “People love JP, with its beau-
tiful quality of life,”  said Con-
stance Cervone of constance.cer-
vone@cbrealty.com, who pointed 
out that the luxury market of 
single family homes in the $2-$3 
million range remains strong.
 “There is more inventory for 
rental units as compared to last 
year,” said Rob Oteri at JP Prop-
erty Management, “but prices 
are higher, anywhere from $50 
to $250 per month.” One fac-
tor influencing the increase in 
rental rates has been the recent 
increase in property taxes across 
the city.
 All of the real estate agents 
interviewed for this article agree 

that this is still a seller’s market.
 “Pondside and Sumner Hill 
are seeing the highest values 
in Jamaica Plain,” said Janis 
Lippman of Ellen + Janis @ The 
Denman Group | Compass, who 
stressed that properties must 
come on the market at the right 
price.
 In terms of available prop-
erties for sale, Lippman said 
multi-family buildings are very 
rare on the market, followed by 
single-family homes and then 
condominiums.  
 Another reason for less inven-
tory in the market is that many 
potential sellers are unwilling 
or unable to sell because they 
have mortgage rates that are 
five years old and that are still in 
the two to four percent range, as 
compared to the almost six per-
cent range for a new mortgage 
today.
 Ken Sazama of Sazama Real 
Estate pointed out that anoth-
er potential factor influencing 
the low inventory is uncertainty 
about the U.S. economy.  A re-
cent national poll revealed that 
consumer confidence has fall-
en seven points in the last few 
months to levels not seen since 
the height of the pandemic in 
2020.
 Rachael Kulick from the In-
sight Realty Group said that 

she is getting a lot of rental 
activity. She also noted that she 
is seeing more single-family and 
condominium listings hitting the 
market, as well as an increase 
in multi-family listings.  “People 
are looking at their options up 
to the last minute,” Kulick said.
 “However, they still  have 
concerns over the national econ-
omy,” Kulick added.
 On the fringes of the market 
are the new Accessory Dwell-
ing Unit (ADU) law. When the 
concept first came out, the new 
dwelling unit had to fit within 
the house’s existing footprint. 
But in the last couple of months, 
new regulations have eased the 
zoning restrictions for an ADU.
 John Maxfield of Maxfield & 
Co. provided his top three pieces 
of advice for potential home-sell-
ers before listing their property: 
Make sure that the yard is neat 
and trim (as this is the first 
thing that a potential buyer will 
see); make sure that the bath-
rooms are in good shape; and list 
the property at the appropriate 
price.

Real estate today

       The Denman Group is a team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by 
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 

Thinking of buying or selling? Spring into action before the competition 
does! Whether you’re relocating, upsizing, or downsizing, we will guide 
you every step of the way. This is your sign to get started!

In Jamaica Plain, experience sells homes.

Ellen Grubert + Janis Lippman
The Denman Group
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com
617.869.0496

JPRENTALS.COM | JPPROPMGMT.COM
— 617 524-2787 —

480 CENTRE ST.  JAMAICA PLAIN, MA 02130

Celebrating 26 Years
of Connecting Landlords & Tenants

Median home prices continue to 
escalate in JP real estate market

Three things to know about 
digital mortgage tools

(C) JACOB WACKERHAUSEN / ISTOCK VIA GETTY IMAGES PLUS

 (StatePoint) With the in-
creased use of digital tools, the 
mortgage process looks quite 
different today than it did for 
previous generations. These new 
technologies can make the home 
loan process more efficient for 
both those buying a home and 
those refinancing their mort-
gage. However, it’s important to 
understand how your informa-
tion is being used.
 To help ensure you’re a savvy 
loan applicant, Freddie Mac is 
providing answers to some com-
monly asked questions about dig-
ital mortgage tools:
 Why do lenders use digital 
mortgage tools? Lenders have tra-
ditionally relied on printed docu-
mentation that requires them to 

manually review your application 
before deciding if you qualify for 
a loan, including for how much 
and on what terms. This can be a 
time-consuming process for both 
the homebuyer and the lender. 
Digital mortgage underwriting 
tools allow lenders to expedite 
the process by using electronic 
documents and automation to 
more efficiently evaluate your 
loan application. Freddie Mac re-
search has found that these tools 
can decrease the loan origination 
timeline and may also save you 
money in closing costs.
 In addition, the digital tools 
mortgage lenders use may help 
you qualify for a loan if you have 

Continued on Page 8
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a limited credit profile by looking 
at factors such as your history 
of on-time rent payments or the 
amount of money coming into 
and out of your bank account 
each month. This helps demon-
strate your ability to pay your 
mortgage each month.
 What information will my 
lender ask for? Not only will the 
way you provide documentation 
change, but in some instances the 
information your lender evaluates 
will change as well. For instance, 

you may be asked to provide ac-
cess to digital accounts, such as 
your bank account, instead of pro-
viding printed bank statements. 
By using digital tools, lenders can 
get a more detailed view of your 
finances, which helps them lend 
to you if you are a harder-to-un-
derwrite buyer. Specific require-
ments may vary by lender — some 
may prefer a fully-digital process 
while others may use a combi-
nation of printed and electronic 
documents. Talk to your lender 
to get a better understanding of 
their loan application process.
 What if I’m not comfort-
able providing my information? 

Though your lender will have a 
more detailed look at your financ-
es through a fully-digital process, 
keep in mind that digital doc-
uments often provide a higher 
level of security than printed 
documents. If you still prefer not 
to share digital access to your 
personal information, your lender 
should understand your concerns 
and be willing to work with you 
on an alternative solution. If not, 
you can find a different lender 
who is willing to accommodate 
a loan application process that 
is not digital. In either scenario, 
you should always take steps to 
ensure your personal information 
is protected and remain vigilant 
against potential fraud. You can 
help mitigate your risk of fraud 
and identity theft by researching 
lenders and working only with 
reputable companies that take 
steps to protect their customers’ 
information.
 Learn more about the mort-
gage application process with 
Freddie Mac’s step-by-step guides 
to homebuying and refinancing, 
which are available at myhome.
freddiemac.com.
 As the housing finance indus-
try continues to modernize, you 
can expect a faster, easier home 
loan process. Staying knowledge-
able about these new tools can 
ensure there are no surprises 
when it comes time to secure a 
loan.

Real estate today

Faye Simon Real Estate
Rentals & Sales

My Focus is on You!

Real Estate Broker
Tel: 617-524-0243

INSIGHT 
SOLD 
INSIGHT 

Insight Realty Group 

i nsi g htrea I tygro up .com 

68 South Street 
Jamaica Plain 
617-522-7355

Colleen Scanlan 

Paula Callaghan 

Bryan Szela 

Luis Maya 

Rachael Kulik 

WWW.INSIGHTREALTYGROUP.COM 

INSIGHT REALTY

WWW.INSIGHTREALTY.COM

Rachel KulikPaula Callaghan

Luis MayaKaren McCormack

Colleen ScanlonBrian Szela
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Special to the Gazette

  Suffolk District Attorney 
Kevin Hayden last week named 
Charlene Luma, current chief of 
the office’s Victim Witness As-
sistance Program, to be his next 
chief of staff.
 “Charlene is a smart, orga-
nized and driven public servant 
who not only knows the office 
but also knows the city and the 
county.  Her deep knowledge of 
our operations and her many 
ties in the neighborhoods and 
communities throughout Suffolk 
County make her a superb fit 
for the job.  I’m thrilled to have 
her in this important position,” 
Hayden said.
 Luma is a native of Boston 
with over 18 years of experi-
ence as a clinical social worker 
working with high-risk individ-
uals and families. In addition 
to her SCDAO responsibilities, 
Luma is a Commissioner of the 
Massachusetts Peace Officer & 
Standards Training Commis-
sion and adjunct professor in 
the Boston College School of So-
cial Work. Luma launched and 
served as director at the Boston 
Trauma Response Team provid-
ing trauma response services to 
those impacted by homicides and 
violent crimes in Boston.  
 Luma’s past experience in-
cludes managing a program 
that provides clinical services to 
court-involved youth and adults, 
providing therapeutic services to 
victims of domestic violence, and 
working as a clinician alongside 

police officers to provide services 
to the most high-risk youth in the 
Boston community.  
 “I am honored and thrilled to 
be named chief of staff for the 
Suffolk County District Attor-
ney’s Office. This is an incred-
ible opportunity to contribute 
to and serve the Suffolk County 
community. I look forward to 
working alongside District Attor-
ney Hayden and a team of ded-
icated colleagues in implement-
ing transformative initiatives, 
creating safer communities, and 
finding new ways to enhance 
engagement with our communi-
ties,” said Luma.
 Outside of her professional 
career, Luma enjoys serving her 
community through volunteer-
ism.  She has been an active 
member of the Urban League of 
Eastern Massachusetts, previ-
ously serving in numerous lead-
ership roles, including board 
member of the Urban League of 
Eastern Massachusetts, presi-
dent of the Young Professionals 
Network of the Urban League of 
Eastern Massachusetts, and na-
tional secretary for the National 
Urban League Young Profession-
als. She currently serves on the 
Community Advisory Board for 
the Center on Crime, Race, and 
Justice at Northeastern Univer-
sity.  
 Luma has received the 2021 
Boston College School of Social 
Work Distinguished Alumni 
Award, 2020 National Association 
of Social Workers Massachusetts 
Emerging Leader award, and the 

Boston NAACP Difference Maker 
award.  She was a Boston Busi-
ness Journal “40 under 40” award 
recipient in 2015.
 Luma lives in Boston and is a 
graduate of YW LeadBoston, the 
Institute for Non-Profit Manage-
ment & Leadership Core program 
at Boston University and the 
Lewis Family Foundation Strong 
Leaders program. Luma holds a 
B.A. in psychology and a M.A. in 
social work from Boston College.

Special to the Gazette

 The West Fairmount Hill 
Community Group will be hold-
ing their second annual June-
teenth celebration at Hyde Park 
on June 17, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 The event will include perfor-

mances, vendors, awards, living 
histories exhibit, activities for 
youth and adults, yoga, zumba, 
giveaways, and more! 
 Boston Acupuncture Proj-
ect will be providing free 
sample community acupunc-
ture treatments.
 You must register to be 
eligible for giveaways!
 This event will feature a 
65-minute ceremonial celebra-
tion launched with a Color Guard 
by the 54 Massachusetts Volun-
teer Infantry Regiment Company 
A and the Black National Anthem. 
The Ceremony will continue with 
honoring the “Living History mak-
ers of Hyde Park” and the Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Community 
Builders, with an exhibit and brief 
ceremonial salute. 

 

Fol low-
ing this, there will be perfor-
mances, awards, group arts, 
dance activities, a local Black 
vendor fair, educational exhib-
its, activities for children and 
tastings from local eateries. We 

have invited State and City of-
ficials and national speakers. 

Games and prizes will be a part 
of the 4.5-hour celebration. It 

will truly be JOY-filled!
 For more information 
about the event, pictures 
from last year, and spon-
sorship information, 
please visit the West Fair-
mount Hill Community 

Group website: https://west-
fhcommunity.org/juneteenth/

 West Fairmount Hill Com-

munity Group is a group of resi-
dents and partners who want to 
build a better, safer, more cohe-
sive, and connected community. 
We focus on getting connected, 
encouraging participation, and 
promoting advocacy. We meet 
regularly (6-7 times per year – 
every other month) and partici-
pate in events, special projects, 
and community causes (March 
– June – November).

A HOT NUTRITIOUS MEAL

If you or a loved one, are 60 years or 
older, and are interested in learning 
more about free home-delivered meals 
and other services that provide support 
in the home, please contact Ethos.

• Home Delivered Meals
• Home Care
• Wellness Classes
• Mental Health

IS ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY

617.477.6606  |  ETHOCARE.ORG

A HOT NUTRITIOUS MEAL

If you or a loved one, are 60 years or 
older, and are interested in learning 
more about free home-delivered meals 
and other services that provide support 
in the home, please contact Ethos.

• Home Delivered Meals
• Home Care
• Wellness Classes
• Mental Health

IS ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY

617.477.6606  |  ETHOCARE.ORG

Hyde Park’s Juneteenth Celebration set for June 17

Scan this code to register for 
the event and enter into free 
giveaways.

DA Hayden names Charlene Luma as Chief of Staff
    Broker    Broker

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert

C: 617.447.5350
O: 617.266.5200

Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

GABRIELLE BARON

Mortgage tools
Continued from page 7

 (StatePoint) One of the most 
important steps to take while 
house hunting is to create an 
intentional budget that accounts 
for both upfront costs and recur-
ring expenses. Doing so will help 
you find a home that meets both 
your lifestyle needs and financial 
situation. Here’s how:
 1. Assess What You Can Af-
ford: A common way to generally 
estimate the price range of a 
home you can afford is to mul-
tiply your annual gross income 
(what you earn before taxes) by 
three to five, according to Fidel-
ity. Understand that mortgage 
rates will have a big impact too. 
Lower rates can substantially 
increase your purchasing power. 
Lenders set an interest rate for 
each person based on several 
factors, such as credit score. A 
higher credit score could mean a 
lower interest rate or better loan 
term.
 2. Account for Upfront Costs: 
When budgeting, account for 
these one-time upfront costs 
you’ll pay after your offer is ac-
cepted:
 The down payment: This is 

typically between 5% and 20% of 
the home’s purchase price. How-
ever, qualified borrowers can put 
down as little as 3% with options 
such as Freddie Mac's Home Pos-
sible or HomeOne mortgages. 
Both require private mortgage 
insurance, which is an additional 
expense to consider.
 Earnest money deposit: Ear-
nest money, also known as a 
good faith deposit, amounts to 
approximately 1%-2% of the pur-
chase price of the home and is a 
sum you submit with your offer 
to show the seller you’re serious. 
During closing, the amount you 
pay in earnest money can be ap-
plied toward your down payment 
or closing costs.
 Home inspection: The home 
inspection, which will be your 
responsibility, typically costs be-
tween $300 and $450, according 
to recent estimates from Rocket 
Mortgage, and will tell you about 
the home and its potential is-
sues. Your realtor should be able 
to recommend several well-qual-
ified inspectors.
 

Five easy steps to create 
your homebuying budget

Continued on Page 9
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Real estate today

Constance cervone | janet deegan

The Residences on Robeson in Boston’s 
Jamaica Plain, Luxury Single Family Home 

Alternative. Starting at $2,450,000 

mmoorree  ddrreeaamm  hhoommeess  ffoorr  
ssaallee  ffrroomm  cceerrvvoonnee  ddeeeeggaann..rrrraa

EMAIL YOUR AD TO 
CLASSIFIEDS@JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM. 

For more info. call 781-485-0588

SERVICES

David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 
617-676-5676.

HEDGE CUTTING: Looking for help landscaping? Call Glenn 617-477-
7669

—— Classifieds ——
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Advertise your services! Call 617-524-7662

Christine Rose, LMT
Trained in Lymphatic Drainage, Deep Tissue/Sports and Swedish Massage

3464 Washington Street JP.  
www.imanimassage.com • 617.821.2875! 

Imani ~ a relaxation place
MASSAGE

FITNESS TRAINING
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CHIROPRACTORS

 Chiropractic Care  
Dr. T.J. Mercurio 

Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

For Your 
HealtH Mind & BodY

Sally Friar, DC
520 Centre St., JP

617-458-1613
by appointment only

Friar
Chiropractic

ChiropraCtiC pErSoNaL FitNESS CoaChiNG

$89
30 Day All Access 

Coaching Trial
New clients only

617-435-0213 • info@myjpfitness.com

Are you MINDing YOUR business? 
Advertise your services here!  

Call 617-524-2626 x223 or 225

G.J. “Chip” Bradish, LMHC
Jamaica Plain, MA  • 617.524.6807
gjbradish@gmail.com
www.centerground.org

Practicing in JP since 1996.

for growth and development. New group starting this fall.CoaChiNG aND CoUNSELiNG
R

FitNESS
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Closing costs: Closing costs are 
what you will pay to the peo-
ple representing your purchase, 
such as your lender and real 
estate agent. Also known as set-
tlement fees, closing costs typi-
cally amount to 2% to 5% of the 
purchase price, and you may be 
able to roll them into your loan. 
Work with your lender to find 
the approach that best fits your 
financial situation.

 Moving expenses: Whether 
you hire professional movers or 
DIY your move, online resources 
such as Realtor.com’s moving 
cost calculator can help you es-
timate potential costs. When hir-
ing movers, get quotes to ensure 
you are getting a fair price and 
to avoid moving fraud.
 3. Plan for Ongoing Expenses: 
Once you’re in the home, you’ll be 
responsible for making monthly 
payments. These may include 
your mortgage principal, inter-
est, property taxes, homeown-
ers insurance, private mortgage 
insurance, escrow payments 

and homeowners association 
fees. Most lenders agree that 
you should spend no more than 
30% of your gross monthly in-
come on these expenses, though 
this number will depend on your 
financial situation. You’ll also 
need to save for regular mainte-
nance expenses, such as appli-
ance upkeep.
 4. Leave Room for Flexibili-
ty: Be sure to factor in savings 
for repairs or replacements of 
big-ticket items, such as your 
roof or HVAC system. Such flex-
ibility in your budget can also 
help you weather financial emer-
gencies, such as job loss, illness 
and other unexpected circum-
stances.
 5. Use Tools to Guide Your 
Decision: To help you answer 
the critical question of how 
much home you can afford, use 
Freddie Mac’s home affordabili-
ty calculator found at myhome.
freddiemac.com. This free online 
resource also offers a wealth of 
essential information to guide 
you at every stage of your home 
journey.
 As you hunt for the home of 
your dreams, stay prepared and 
informed. One essential aspect 
of doing so is to set a realistic 
budget that accounts for the true 
costs of homeownership.(C) RIDOFRANZ / ISTOCK VIA GETTY IMAGES PLUS

Budget
Continued from page 8 By Michael coughlin Jr.

 During the Jamaica Pond 
Association’s (JPA) monthly 
meeting earlier this month, its 
board voted not to oppose a re-
quest from Bluefin at 660 Centre 
Street for a common victualler 
license.
 Michael Bullock, Bluefin’s 
director of operations, provided 
some background on the estab-
lishment, which originated in 
Somerville, is owned, and was 
founded by Jason Tucker.
 Bullock described Bluefin as 
a “locally sourced seafood restau-
rant/market” that eventually 
moved to Jamaica Plain, partly 
due to its participation in the 
Centre Street Farmers’ Market.
 He further explained that the 
request for the common victual-
ler license is intended for its 
chef’s dinners and its dine-in 
concept, which they would like 
to “really let take off.”
 Bullock also highlighted the 
current operating hours, which 

are 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday, 12:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, and 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. on Sunday.
 However, he mentioned that 
they would like to be able to op-
erate “between the hours of 10:00 
a.m. and 10:00 p.m. overall” for 
things like special events, holi-
days, and more.
 “No super late hours, no bar 
program aside from some light 
drinks for our chef’s dinners; 
otherwise, we are focused on 
non-alcoholic beverages for our 
general day-to-day service,” said 
Bullock.
 Tucker then clarified that 
they are currently focused on 
the common victualler license 
but could pursue single-day spe-
cial event permits with beer and 
wine in the future.
 Following the brief presenta-
tion there were some questions 
and comments from those in at-

JPA won’t oppose 
Bluefin’s license request

Continued on Page 11
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By Gazette Staff

 Amid a strong neighborhood, 
government, real estate, and 
new tenant turnout, on March 
12, the ribbon was cut for the 
opening of the recently complet-
ed permanent housing facility 
and affordable housing units at 
3368 Washington Street in Ja-
maica Plain. The new residential 
complex, affectionately as well as 
officially named The Lyndia, is a 
joint project between The Com-
munity Builders, a not-for-profit 
developer of affordable housing, 
and The Pine Street Inn, where 
the building’s namesake, Lyndia 
Downie, has worked at the Inn 
for more than 40 years.
 The facility is comprised 
of 62 income – eligible family 
apartments and 140 permanent 
supportive units for individuals 
who formerly have experienced 
homelessness, making The Lyn-
dia the largest permanent sup-
portive housing development 
in New England.  One in five 
of the units meets accessibility 
standards. The gleaming new, 
well-designed building includes 
13,000 square feet of community 
space, extensive outdoor social 
space, laundry facilities on every 
floor, a library and high-speed 
internet.   The bright common 
spaces and hallways are deco-
rated with more than 25 pieces of 
original art, all with a connection 
to Jamaica Plain or Boston at 
large; a remarkable transforma-
tion from the one-story ware-
house when purchased by The 
Pine Street Inn in 1997.
 During the speaking pro-
gram, the key ribbon-cutters 
Juan and Michael shared their 
respective journeys from youth-

ful successes, including high 
school graduations, U.S. Navy 
enlistment and some college, 
spiraling downhill through di-
vorce, job losses, alcoholism to 
the tragedy of homelessness. The 
audience was told that coping 
with homelessness and pulling 
out of it is like climbing Mount 
Everest. Through the Pine Street 
Inn programs, both gentlemen 
have full time employment and a 
permanent home at The Lyndia. 
Michael now has the stability to 
become involved at a local church 
and volunteer at a food pantry.
 Mayor Wu, just back from 
her U.S. Congress testimony, 
heralded the success of her ad-
ministration, with the help of 
the Commonwealth, working 
with private entities like the 
Pine Street Inn and The Com-
munity Builders to mitigate the 
current housing crisis with The 
Lyndia and projects like it.  Se-
nior executives and leadership 
of The Community Builders, 
Bart Mitchell and Andy Wax-
man,  along with The Pine Street 

Inn, Lyndia Downie and Megan 
Gates, remarked on how their 
partnership was a case of turn-
ing purpose and commitment 
into action.  The expected success 
of housing the formerly homeless 
in this new JP facility is based on 
The Pine Street Inn’s permanent 
housing retention rate of 96%.  
City officials present were cited 
for their tireless work culminat-
ing in the opening of the proj-
ect, from Sheila Dillon, Boston 
Head of Housing to Kenzie Bok, 
Administrator & CEO at Bos-
ton Housing Authority credited 
when a City Councilor for help-
ing solve an obstacle involving 
parking requirements.
 The biggest shout outs for the 
project’s successful completion 
were to the JP community.  Ben 
Weber, Boston City Councilor, 
District 6, and Sam Montano, 
Mass State Representative, 15th 
Suffolk, shared the podium to 
provide their histories with the 
project, with Sam noting his first 
efforts lobbying for the building 
began when he was a private com-
munity activist. The key JP com-
munity organizations thanked 
for their support, though at 
times providers of constructive 
criticism, were Boston Tenant 
Coalition, City Life Vita Urbana, 
Egleston Square Main Streets, 
Egleston Square Neighborhood 
Association, Green Street Rent-
ers Association, Keep IT 100% 
Egleston, JPYIMBY – Jamaica 
Plain Yes In My Backyard, and 
the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood 
Council.  The main concession 
during the planning process was 
to lower the total building height 
by one floor.  Other organizations 
such as the Boston’s Way Home 
Fund, the Doe Family Founda-

tion and the Yawkey Foundation 

were recognized for their contri-

butions to funding the ongoing 

services required for permanent 

housing facilities like The Lyn-

dia, as the needs for the formerly 

homeless go beyond the roof over 

one’s head.

Much Awaited Affordable Housing Complex 
–The Lyndia – at 3368 Washington St.

City and state officials join together to cut the ribbon on March 12.

Mayor Michelle Wu and building’s namesake, Lyndia Downie, 
President and executive Director, Pine Street Inn.

Kenzie Bok, Administrator and CEO, Boston Housing Authority, 
pictured with her predecessor, Kate Bennett, now  Board 
member Boston Planning & Development Agency (BPDA).

A look inside at the kitchen of 
one of the units.
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tendance.
 Michael Reiskind suggested 
that Bluefin ask for take-out 
zoning relief from the community 
because they may have a sizable 
take-out business if they secure 
the common victualler license. 
He also indicated that request-
ing this would be a good idea be-
cause they could avoid returning 
to the community to ask for the 
take-out relief if the Inspectional 
Services Department determines 
they need it down the road.  
 Bullock indicated they are 
in a gray area and have “been 
doing their take-out menu.” 
He also mentioned that they 
have instructions within their 
third-party delivery profiles with 
places to park and pick up food, 
among other things.
 “Our CV (common victualler 
license) has been so far deter-
mined we need it to have our 
dining-in model—our take-out 

model was not required for cer-
tain community expectations,” 
said Bullock.
 He later added, “Our priority 
right now is the CV for dining-in. 
We have not yet run into any 
headaches regarding take-out.”
 Reiskind then discussed 
parking and third-party driv-
ers in the area. Bullock noted 
that there is parking for drop-
offs, pick-ups, and deliveries on 
Seaverns Avenue, which Bluefin 
currently directs drivers to.
 Tucker also indicated that the 
take-out/food delivery business 
would have a “pretty low” impact 
on traffic, saying that their great 
nights have about five orders 
while other establishments in 
the area, like J.P. Licks, can 
have around 100.
 Ultimately, after the discus-
sion, the JPA Board voted unan-
imously not to oppose Bluefin’s 
license request.
 For more information about 
the JPA, visit its website at 
https://www.jamaicapondasso-
ciation.org/.
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Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

AASSBBEESSTTOOSS  AANNDD  MMOOLLDD

Asbestos & Mold Issues?

Over 25 Years of Experience!

For a Licensed 
Inspector Call Neal

617-593-1664 
neal@nealcoinspects.com

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS
Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and 
odd job services. 

20+ years of experience.
Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

LANDSCAPING

GENERAL CONTRACTING

617-327-2231  617-953-8523

M. NAUGHTON 
CONTRCTING

Carpentry • House Painting • Masonry
Full or Partial Restoration of Home

Exterior Shingle • Clapboards • Decks
40 years in business

References, Licensed & Insured

WOODWORKING

Custom Cabinetry
Architectural 
Woodwork

Finish Carpentry
617-444-9517
Cambridge, MA

creightoncabinetry.com

CREIGHTON 
CABINETRY
CREIGHTON 
CABINETRY

Where to Find the Gazette?Where to Find the Gazette?
Post Office

Centre St

JP Licks
659 Centre St

On Centre
676Centre St

JP Realty
7 Harris St

Cooperative Bank
Washington St

JP Seafood
730 Centre St

The Real Deal
732 Centre St

Gibson/Sotheby’s
Realty

713 Centre St

Happy Market
128 South St

Tikki Masala
3706 Washington St

Blanchards
741 Centre St

Dunkin'
755 Centre St

Bank of America
677 Centre St

Eastern Bank
687 Centre St

CVS
704 Centre St

Ace  Hardware 
656 Centre St

Citizens Bank
696 Centre St

True Value
698 Centre St

City Feed and Supply
672 Centre St

East Boston Bank
687 Centre St

CVS
407 Centre St

Whole Food
Centre St

MSPCA
350 S Huntington St

Stop & Shop
301 Centre St

Bank Of America
677 Centre St

Dunkin'
Centre St

Latino Restaurant
304 Centre St

Freddy Market 
302 Centre St

Kappy's Pizza
304 Centre St

Square Market
331 Centre St

Rizzo's Pizza
347 Centre St

Martial Academy
363 Centre St

Tropical Market
371 Centre St

CVS
Centre St

Laundromat
270 Centre St

Camillo Liquor
280 Centre St

Check Cash
282Centre St

JP Laundry Center
410 Centre St

Zesto's Pizza & Grill
460 Centre St

Ideal Caffe & Pizza
484 Centre St
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HANDYMAN

Years of experience in carpentry, masonry, painting, fencing
Odd Jobs Big or Small | References Available

ACE HANDYMAN
617-279-9815Always Reasonable Prices! 

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance 
• Hydroseeding 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial 

& Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation

• Paving

 617-590-25100
FULLY INSURED

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Call for 
Estimates

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
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nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

NZOE
Roofing

Siding • Gutters
Carpentry • Painting

Flat Rubber Roofs

MICHAEL F. NASH 

& SONS INC

Family Owned

Fully Licensed and Insured 

Call Today!
617-293-7143

781-963-5055

• Landscape maintenance 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial & Residential
• House Cleaning 
  Service Available
• Free estimates

• Fence Installation
• Paving

HOME REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION

CSL #78062
HIL #178014

617-719-4200
alexisremodeling@yahoo.com

Decks, Porches, Siding, Doors 
Windows, Kitchens and Bathrooms

CSL #78062  HIL #178014

WOODWORKING CLASSES

Woodworking 
class

No experience needed

Michael 
Keohane

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.

Where to Find the Gazette?Where to Find the Gazette?
Clean Getaway 

Laundry
546 Centre St

The Forbes Building
545 Centre St

Gentle Dental
612 Centre St

JP Health Centre
640 Centre St

Same Old Place
662 Centre St

Smoke Shop
566 Centre St

The Purple Cactus
674 Centre St

Unlimited Realty
633 Centre St

Polkadog Bakery
42 South St

Flore’s Bakery
55 South St

Italian Pizza
172 South St

Evergreen Café
154 Green St

Metro Mark Apt
3615 Washington St

Metro Mark Apt
3611 Washington St

Rosmore Landry
Washington St

JP Kitchen
3510 Washington St

Bradddock Café
3484 Washington St

Bmc Market
3390 Washington St

Santia’s Bakery
3381 Washington St

Ruggiores Market
3345 Washington St

Brookside  Community 
Health Center

3297 Washington St

JP Apts
3200washington St

Papi’s Market
3145 Washington St

YMCA
3134 Washington St

10 Store
3122 Washington St

Chancy Liquor
Washington St

Praviana
3093 Washington St

Egleston Pizza
3080 Washington St

Santander Bank
Columbus &  
Washington

Landromax
Washington &  

Columbus

Walgreens
Columbus Av

Academy Market
1580 Columbus 

Goddar House
201 Huntington St

MT Pleasant Home
301 Huntington St
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By Adilson González MorAles

 Whenever I talk to friends 
and colleagues about their ex-
periences learning Spanish, 
French, or another language, 
you’d think they all went to the 
same school. Most people know 
the story – your bladder is about 
to burst, you raise your hand and 
ask in English if you can go to the 
bathroom, only for the teacher to 
slowly respond, “en Es-pa-ñol.” 
You fumble for the right words, 
but “¿Puedo usar el baño?” won’t 
quite make it to your tongue. The 
seconds feel like an eternity as 
your urgency grows.
 Now imagine that same mo-
ment of struggle – but instead 
of a classroom, it’s a hospital 
emergency room, a courtroom, or 
a disaster relief center. Imagine 
being told, “in En–glish,” while 
trying to get food assistance, 
medical care, or housing support. 
That is the reality Trump’s exec-
utive order threatens to create.
 The United States has never 
had an official language, and 
that’s a good thing. It reflects our 
nation’s diversity and recogniz-
es that every language spoken 
here belongs. More importantly, 
civil rights protections ensure 
that all of us – regardless of the 
language we choose to speak – 
are protected. By giving federal 
agencies the choice to “opt out” 
of offering multilingual services, 
this administration is not just 
undermining history; it is creat-
ing a path to silence our families 
and neighbors in times of crisis.
 As an environmental ad-
vocate and communications 
strategist at Conservation Law 
Foundation, I see firsthand how 
language barriers deepen en-

vironmental injustices. When 
Eversource planned an electric 
substation in East Boston, neigh-
bors fought back, but without 
translated notices or interpret-
ers, many were shut out of key 
decisions. And despite 84% of 
voters opposing the project in a 
referendum, the substation will 
be built. 
 But this is not an isolated 
issue. In 1993, Chinatown resi-
dents fighting a parking garage 
on Parcel C had to translate legal 
filings, mobilize bilingual volun-
teers, and push for government 
documents in Chinese just to be 
heard. In 2016, Spanish-speak-
ing tenants across Massachu-
setts were denied leases, legal 
notices, and even eviction ap-
peals due to a lack of language 
assistance – yet they fought back 
and won a settlement. And since 
2019, New Bedford residents 
challenging a waste transfer 
station have jumped hoops to 
get access to critical hearings in 
their native language.
 From public health to hous-
ing, language access determines 
who gets a say in decisions that 
shape their lives. It’s already 
hard enough to make your voice 
heard – this executive order 
threatens to make it even hard-
er. 
 When I moved to the U.S. at 

16, I spoke only Spanish. Navi-
gating a new country as a teen-
ager was overwhelming, but I 
made it through because people 
helped me understand. Over the 
years, I have studied other lan-
guages – French, Portuguese, 
Russian – because it has helped 
me understand and better help 
others, too. But even as a mul-
tilingual person, I know that in 
moments of distress, language 
fails us all. Our words slip away 
when we are in pain, afraid, or 
desperate for help, even in our 
first language.
 We always find a way. Every 
movement for justice has been 
fueled by voices refusing to be 
ignored, in every tongue spoken 
on these streets. Communities 
translate, advocate, and make 
themselves heard – even when 
the system tries to shut the door. 
Speaking another language isn’t 
a weakness – it’s a superpower. 
No executive order can erase 
that. And just like no teacher 
could stop a desperate kid from 
finding a way to ask for the 
bathroom, no politician can si-
lence millions determined to be 
understood.

 Adilson González Morales is a 
senior communications strategist 
for Conservation Law Founda-
tion.

PLEASE 
WRITE…

The Gazette welcomes 
letters to the editor. 

Word limit: 500. 
Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. 

one week before publication. 
Letters may be 

emailed to letters@
JamaicaPlainGazette.com. 

Please include address and 
telephone number for 
verification purposes.  

Anonymous letters will 
not be published. 

More information: 
781-485-0588

Op-Ed

The opinions expressed on these pages are not necessarily those of this newspaper.

Sandra Storey
Founder/Publisher Emerita 1990-2011
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Vaccines are safe — 
and they are essential

The recent outbreak of a measles epidemic in areas of west Texas 
and New Mexico (where the measles vaccination rate is far below 
the national average) should serve as a warning to all Americans 
that vaccinations against measles and other diseases are crucial not 
only for the individual health of our children, but for society at-large.
Measles officially had been declared eradicated in the United States 
more than two decades ago, with the occasional infection occurring 
in persons who had traveled abroad and who unknowingly had come 
into contact with a person who had measles.
Ironically however, the lack of measles outbreaks in this country 
over the past 20 years has led to complacency among certain groups 
who are unaware of the risks of this airborne disease and the ease 
with which it can spread. 
In addition, those who refuse to receive vaccines either for them-
selves or their children have been grossly misled by charlatans who 
have made baseless assertions that vaccines can be harmful (such 
as suggesting a link between vaccines and autism).
In short, the combination of young parents who have no knowledge 
of the dangers of these diseases (because measles did not exist 
when they themselves were children) and the misinformation that 
has been spread by those who have no idea what they are talking 
about has created a dangerous situation that threatens the health 
of our country.
For those of us of a certain age who recall the ravages of polio, 
measles, chicken pox, rubella, mumps, and other diseases before the 
arrival of vaccines, the level of ignorance and deception in recent 
years has been nothing less than mind-boggling.
We urge all of our readers with young children to listen to the advice 
of their pediatricians and allow their children to receive the schedule 
of vaccinations that has been recommended by health authorities 
for decades.
Similarly, all of our readers who are “older” should stay up-to-date 
with their vaccines for the flu, COVID, pneumonia, and RSV. Unfor-
tunately, the uptake of these vaccines has waned since the height of 
the pandemic, but they are essential for our health and well-being. 
These diseases kill and hospitalize tens of thousands of Americans 
annually, but the available vaccines could significantly reduce those 
numbers if everyone were to get their annual shots.

Once again, Logan 
was a breeze

We wish to take a moment to mention that our recent travels through 
Logan Airport, as always, were a breeze.
Unlike the days before 9/11, air travel has become a dreaded expe-
rience for everyone. The requirements of security protocols are not 
pleasant (though we are grateful for them because they ensure our 
safety), but the flying experience itself is no longer enjoyable. 
The large number of canceled and delayed flights (primarily because 
of the increase in extreme weather caused by climate change), 
overbooked flights, cramped seating, lost luggage, and unruly and 
rude fellow travelers have made air travel far from something we 
look forward to.
However, unlike many other major airports, Logan stands out for 
its accessibility (thanks to the many options, whether by car, bus, 
subway, or boat) and its overall customer experience. The TSA lines 
seldomly are unmanageable, the concourses are clean, and the food 
offerings -- particularly because of the presence of Boston-based 
options such as Kelly’s and Legal Seafoods -- are far better than 
most other airports we’ve visited.
To be sure, everything can be improved, but we wish to express our 
view that Massport is doing a great job at Logan Airport -- and we 
are grateful that the beginning and ending of our recent vacation 
were pleasant and stress-free experiences.

“En Es-pa-ñol:” Trump’s Executive Order on 
English undermines Civil Rights
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LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF 
PETITION TO EXPAND

THE POWERS OF A
GUARDIAN
Docket No.

SU17P0424GD
In the Interests of:
Jerry Lee Carvin
Of: Jamaica Plain, MA 
RESPONDENT
Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested 
persons, a petition has 
been filed by Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center 
of Boston, MA in the above 
captioned matter requesting 
that the court:
Expand the powers of a 
Guardian of the Respondent
The petition asks the court 
to make a determination 
that the powers of the 
Guardian and/or Conser-

vator should be expanded, 
modified, or limited since 
the time of the appoint-
ment. The original petition 
is on file with the court.
You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you 
wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance at this court on 
or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 04/17/2025. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date 
by which. You have to file 
the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the 
written appearance by the 
return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In 
addition to filing the written 
appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
affidavit  stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-
ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs 
or both. The above-named 

person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may 
make this request on behalf 
of the above-named person. 
If the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, one 
may be appointed at State 
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 14, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

03/28/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION
NOTICE

Docket No.
SU25P0183EA

Estate of:
Bessie Kotsakis
Date of Death:
July 11, 2024

To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, 

by Petition of Petitioner 
Joanne Kotsakis of Melrose 
, MA
Joanne Kotsakis of Melrose, 
MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on 
the bond.
The estate is being 
administered under 
informal procedure by the 
Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the 
Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to pe-
tition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 

can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.

03/28/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMOWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.

SU24C0687CA
In the matter of:

Hannah Rose
Arnold

A Petition to Change Name 
of Adult has been filed by 
Hannah Rose Arnold of 
Boston, MA requesting that 
the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:
Caspian Rose Williamson
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at:Suffolk Probate and 

Family Court before 10:00 
a.m.on the return date of 
04/07/2025. This is NOT 
a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file 
a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 10, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

3/28/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF 
PETITION FOR RESIGNATION

OF A GUARDIAN OF AN 
INCAPACITATED PERSON

Docket No.
SU22P0658GD 

In the Interests of:
Dmitry Lobognon

Of: Jamaica Plain, MA 
RESPONDENT

Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Brian J McLaughlin 
of Boston, MA in the above 
captioned matter requesting 
that the court:
Accept the Resignation 
of the Guardian of the 
Respondent
The petition asks the court 
to make a determination 
that the Guardian and/
or Conservator should be 
allowed to resign; or should 
be removed for good cause 
or that the Guardianship 
and/or Conservatorship is 
no longer necessary and 
therefore should be termi-
nated. The original petition 
is on file with the court.
You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you 
wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance at this court on 
or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 04/16/2025. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date 
by which you have to file 
the written appearance if 

you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the 
written appearance by the 
return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In 
addition to filing the written 
appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
affidavit  stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-
ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs 
or both. The above-named 
person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may 
make this request on behalf 
of the above-named person. 
If the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, one 
may be appointed at State 
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 25, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett

Register of Probate
03/28/25

JP

Dean Conway
August 25, 1947–March 9, 2025

 Dean Joseph Conway of 
Jamaica Plain was a teacher, 
soccer coach, mentor and friend 
who affected us with his vibrant 
curiosity, generous spirit and 
humble commitment to a kinder 
and more just world. He died 
peacefully at home from compli-
cations of Dementia with Lewy 
bodies on March 9 at the age of 
77.
 Born to Elizabeth and Joseph 
Conway, Dean lived in New York 
and Connecticut with siblings 
Jay and Jill before the family 
settled in Greenfield, Massachu-
setts. Always a hard worker, he 
studied rigorously at Deerfield 
Academy and then Georgetown 
University, where he was cap-
tain of the soccer team and grad-
uated in 1970 with a bachelor’s 
degree in English.
 An intuitive and gifted teach-
er for more than 40 years, Dean 
had a particular connection 
with and fondness for students 
at the seventh through ninth 
grade levels. He taught with a 
characteristic balance of humor, 
play and serious study. As a fac-
ulty member at Park School in 
Brookline from 1979 to 1997, he 
taught English, Latin and social 
studies, coached soccer and hock-

ey, and served as Head of the 
Upper School from 1985 to 1991. 
Dean always highly regarded the 
community of teachers and staff 
at Park, and the friendships he 
developed there lasted through 
the end of his life.
 Dean was the founding En-
glish teacher at Beacon Acade-
my, a school for promising stu-
dents with few resources, from 
2005 to 2010. Many Beacon 
students have written moving 
letters of thanks to Mr. Con-
way, especially for his famed 
vocabulary lessons. Dean found 
the years at Beacon, before re-
tirement, special and gratifying.
Engaged with the game of soccer 
and especially youth coaching 
throughout his life, Dean began 
working with Mass Youth Soccer 
in 1992 and was Head State 
Coach and Director of Coaching 
from 1997 to 2002. He genu-
inely enjoyed his long involve-
ment in Jamaica Plain Youth 
Soccer, maintained reciprocal 
relationships with a community 
of European coaches and friends, 
and participated in several oth-
er organizations, including New 
England Scores and the Boston 
Breakers. Dean also coached 
and played hockey, and was a 

lifelong bike rider. He wrote the 
book Soccer Calling: A Hand-
book for Youth Soccer Coaches, , 
which was published in 2005. In 
2006 Dean was the second-ever 
recipient of US Youth Soccer’s 
Fleck Award for Excellence in 
Youth Coaching Education, a na-
tional recognition for educating 
coaches with “integrity, honor, 
humor, and humility.” In 2024 
Mass Youth Soccer announced 
the Dean Conway Coach Edu-
cation Grant, honoring Dean’s 
passion for youth development in 
underserved communities.
 Dean was involved with var-

ious organizations and schools, 
including Roxbury Community 
College, Fenway High School, 
Mother Caroline Academy, Na-
tivity Prep, Squash Busters, the 
Haitian Multi-Service Center in 
Dorchester, and Sakala Youth 
Community Center in Haiti. 
He volunteered seemingly inex-
haustible time to these organiza-
tions and others.
 Dean was married to his wife, 
Cindy, for 47 years. Their two 
daughters, Sarah and Megan, 
were a great source of joy for 
Dean. Dean lit up when he talked 
about his family; he and Cindy 
took a sincere interest in the 
girls’ activities and whole-heart-
edly encouraged them to pursue 
what mattered to them. Much of 
what was important to Dean be-
came vital to his daughters’ lives 
and work, such as music and 
writing for Megan, and sports 
and conservation for Sarah.
 Many who knew Dean ex-
press an inability to convey their 
full appreciation for him. He was 
well loved and his achievements 
were significant, yet humility 
was central to his way. Always 
with a positive beat and light 
touch, he shared his eclectic 
interests and enthusiasm for 

learning with nearly everyone 
he met.
 Dean is survived by his wife, 
Cindy; his daughters, Sarah and 
Megan; his brother, Jay; his sis-
ter, Jill Villatoro; Jay’s wife, 
Jean; Sarah’s wife, Camille Pa-
lumbo; his granddaughter, Mara 
Conway Palumbo; his aunt Mar-
ilyn Eade and her four children 
and many dear friends.
 The family gives thanks and 
holds gratitude for this remark-
able man and the extraordinary 
impact he had on so many people. 
Peace and love.
 A remembrance celebration 
will take place April 6 at Mann 
Rodgers & Commonwealth Fu-
neral Home in Jamaica Plain, 
with visitation from 12 noon to 
2 p.m. and a service, which will 
be livestreamed, at 2 p.m. A re-
ception will follow.
 In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to Saka-
la Youth Community Center in 
Haiti (sakala-haiti.org/donate) 
or to Mass Youth Soccer (512 
Old Union Turnpike, Lancaster 
MA, 01523) by check with “Dean 
Conway” in the memo.
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