
Special to the Gazette

 
What’s with the posters on 

Centre Street? 
They’re hard to miss. Five by 

three-foot fashion photos fea-
turing apparel from Jamaica 
Plain retailers as modeled by 
the Footlight Club’s “The Prom” 
cast, marking a unique collabo-
ration between J.P. businesses 
and America’s Oldest Commu-
nity Theatre. 

The idea began back in the 
fall of 2024. 

Jim Ansart, long time J.P. res-
ident and Footlight Club friend 
for over 40 years had just agreed 
to produce the theatre’s produc-
tion of the musical “The Prom.”  

For those who might not know, 
“The Prom” is about Emma, a 
high school girl from rural In-
diana who is banned from at-

tending her senior prom because 
she wants to take another girl 
as her date. When a couple of 
popularity challenged Broadway 
performers descend upon Em-
ma’s town to take her on as their 
personal cause, mayhem ensues.

As producer, Ansart would 
handle recruiting a crew, man-
aging the budget and helping 
to ensure the show’s financial 
success.

“I was walking down Centre 
St. thinking about costumes. I 
was imagining which of the char-
acters might shop in what stores. 
It then occurred to me that if 
we could have cast members “in 
character” modeling clothing and 
accessories from these stores, 
we could publicize our show and 
support the J.P. retail communi-

By Gazette Staff

 
 The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) once again 
took up the matter of pedestrian 
safety at Jamaica Pond, with 
members reiterating that the 
city and DCR need to improve 
signage to make it clear to bicy-
clists that they are not permitted 
on the pedestrian pathways.
 The discussion took place 
during the presentation of the 
monthly report of the JPNC’s 
Parks+ Committee at the JPNC’s 
meeting on April 22. On hand 
for the session were chair Renee 

Stacey Welch and fellow mem-
bers Michael Reiskind, Ber-
nie Doherty, Sarah Freeman, 
Caliga, Peter DeCotis, Purple 
Reign, Lorenzo Bartoloni, Nick 
Chaves, Willie Mitchell, Esther 
Beillard, Danielle Somer-Kieta, 
Gert Thorn, and David Baron.
 Also in attendance were Car-
oline Peters, the liaison to Ja-
maica Plain from Mayor Wu’s 
office, and Melissa Beltran, the 
Director of Constituent Services 
for District 6 Councilor Ben We-
ber.
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 CELEBRATING 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY AT 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB

The Brendan Behan Pub was a sought-after destination 
to celebrate St Patrick’s Day with some Guinness, good 
friends, and good times. Pictured above, Ruairi Scott, 
Conor Magee, Chris Losty, and Cormac Eastwood came 
over from Ireland to see how we celebrate St Patrick’s 
Day in Boston.  Right, aspiring actor Carly Calbreath 
reads Secrets Of Voiceover Secrets in the back patio. 
Below, a look at Brendan Behan Pub on St Patrick’s Day. 
See Pages 10 and 11 for more photos.

Staff RepoRt

The Housing and Development 
Committee (HDC) of the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council 
(JPNC) held a regular monthly 
meeting this past Tuesday.

Chairperson Renee Stacey 
Welch and the committee and 
community members who were 
in attendance took up a number 
of issues.

The committee initially elected 
new members to fill its vacant 
seats. The JPNC’s by-laws pro-

vide that each of its sub-commit-
tees may have five members who 
are members of the full JPNC and 
10 who are community members.

There were four candidates, 
Danielle Sommer, Lorenzo Bar-
toloni, Omer Hecht, and Peter 
DeCotis, all of whom are mem-
bers of the full JPNC, for the two 
open seats for JPNC members.

After each presented the rea-
sons why they desired to serve 

Special to the Gazette

Last Saturday afternoon, 
friends and family gathered at 
the Loring Greenough House to 
celebrate the Life and Service of 
long-time Jamaica Plain resident 
Karen Wepsic, who passed away 
on October 15, 2022.

The Invocation and Benedic-
tion were given by Rev. Ashlee 
Wiest-Laird of the First Baptist 
Church.  Other speakers who 
spoke were from the Footlight 
Club, MIT Sailing, Fenway Gar-
den Society, Peterborough Senior 
Center, the Jamaica Pond As-
sociation, and the Mission Hill 
and Fenway/South End neigh-
borhoods.

The following is taken from 
the memorial booklet that was 
available:

 Karen Wepsic was born 1938, 
the only child of parents Nils 
Okland (sea captain) and Sof-

ie Okland of Norway; Raised in 
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, Elementary 
school PS104, Karen maintained 
a “Victory Garden” in Brooklyn, 
an activity she would carry with 

JPNC Housing Committee elects 
three new members; hears of plans
for 1822 Arboretum Rd. project

Residents gather to celebrate 
the life of Karen Wepsic

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 7
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The program from the service.
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BLO BRINGS FREE ORCHESTRAL MUSIC TO BOSTON 
NEIGHBOWRHOODS

Happy
 Mother’s
 Day!

JPNC reiterates call
for signage at Jamaica
Pond for pedestrian safety

Continued on Page 2
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Shown clockwise from top: The Moon Stage at Stoney Brook Station, had partner/liason of Ballet 
Rocks Lisa Kelleher leading some young dancers. Wake Up The Earth, sponsored in part by City Feed 
Supply, has always drawn many attendees to JP to celebrate and remember the needs of the Earth. 
Ellie and Jake try their hands at some daughter-father percussion together. A miniature golf course 
offered some fresh air fun for visitors to Wake Up The Earth. See more photos Pages 11 through 13. Continued on page 5

Local theater group 
helps local businesses
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Call for applications: 2025–26 Writer-in-Residence at Boston Public Library 

Nick Chaves, the Parks+ Com-
mittee’s co-chair, presented his 
committee’s report in which he 
informed the council members 
that markings on the pathways 
at Jamaica Pond have been 
re-stenciled, though he conced-
ed that the signage is not clear 
enough for cyclists to inform 
them of where they should go. “I 
brought a few friends from out of 
town to the pond and they could 
not figure out the signage,” said 
Chaves.
 However, he said that signage 
around the pond is subject to ap-
proval by the city’s Landmarks 
Commission. “There are a few 
more approvals needed before 
more work can get done,” said 
Chaves.
 However, Thorn, who has 
been the most vocal among the 
JPNC members in calling for 

better signage that demarcates 
the pathways for pedestrians 
and bicycles in the aftermath of 
a friend being seriously injured 
by a bicyclist, said that the sup-
posed restrictions about signage 
are a “myth.”
 “When the city wants to put 
up a sign, they put up any sign 
they want,” Thorn said. 
 One issue that Chaves point-
ed out is that the demarcation 
between the paths for pedestri-
ans and bicyclists is clearer on 
the Boston side of the pond, but 
for those entering from Brookine 
at Perkins St., the pathways are 
not as distinct and obvious.
 Thorn noted that Perkins St. 
is a state road, so the process 
for placing additional signage 
should be less restrictive.
 “Jamaica Pond is used by so 
many different people, especially 
the elderly,” said Doherty, “and 
I don’t want to see them forced 
out of the pond because of fear. 
There also are a lot of moms 
with strollers. This should be 

an area that is reserved for the 
elderly and we need to point out 
to people that bikes need to be 
kept off the pedestrian paths. 
The number one issue is safety, 
safety, safety.”
 “The issue very simply is to 
make people stop, which a bar-
rier would do, and make them 
think about where they should 
be going,” added Thorn.
 “The biggest problem stems 
from the entrance at Perkins,” 
said Peters. “We really need to 
focus on that entrance. This has 
been ongoing for a year and I 
promise that we’ll work to get 
progress on this.”
 Purple Reign gave the up-
date for the Housing and Devel-
opment Committee. She noted 
that the committee heard from 
the developers of the project at 
3458 Washington St. who are 
seeking to construct a five-story, 
residential building of 36-units, 
with a mix of studios,1, 2 and 
3-bedroom apartments, of which 
eight would be affordable, with 
one commercial space on the first 
floor. There will be seven park-
ing spaces, 36 long-term bicycle 
parking spots, and a place for a 
shared electric vehicle.
 She said that questions were 
raised by committee members 
and others in attendance about 
the impact on the community, 
the height of the building, and 
the need for more family hous-
ing.
 Reign said the committee also 
discussed the impacts of the ren-
ovations on the residents of the 
Doris Bunte Apartments in Eg-
leston Square.
 Somer-Kieta informed the 
members that city officials, in-
cluding Reuben Kantor, a Senior 
Policy Advisor in the city’s Plan-
ning Department, will be meet-
ing with the Housing & Develop-
ment Committee and the Zoning 
Committee on May 20 at 7:00 to 
discuss the impacts of the eight 
year-old JP/ROX program and to 
what extent it has been achiev-
ing the goals that had been set 
out when it was established.
 According to the city’s web 
site, “The JP/ROX document 
provides recommendations and 

strategies around affordable 
housing, jobs and businesses, 
guidelines for urban design, and 
suggestions for improvements 
to transportation, connections, 
open space, sustainability, and 
the public realm.”
 In other committee reports, 
Reiskind presented the report 
of the Outreach Committee. He 
reminded the members that the 
JPNC’s biennial election is set 
for June 21. He noted that the 
election packet for prospective 
candidates is now available on-
line and that nomination papers 
with the required signatures 
have to be submitted by May 17.
 Reiskind also noted that vol-
unteers are needed for the elec-
tion to serve as ombudspersons 
and as poll workers. 
 Reiskind said that the com-
mittee held a discussion about 
the feasibility of organizing 
quarterly meetings of all JP com-
munity groups to “break down 
silos of different groups working 
separately when they could work 
together.”
 Reiskind also presented the 
report of the Public Service Com-
mittee. He said that the com-
mittee recommended approval 
of a request for an all-alcohol 
beverages license for A & G Li-
quor Store at 170 South St. with 
a closing hour of 9:00. 
 Reiskind noted that A&G ini-
tially had requested a closing 
hour of 11:00, but agreed to a 
9:00 closing at the request of 
committee members.
 Doherty pointed out that 
there are other liquor stores in 
the immediate vicinity. “How 
many is too many in one area?” 
Doherty asked. “There already 
are enough liquor stores and 
bars in this area and I’m opposed 
to this.”
 Mtchell pointed out howev-
er, that the owners were “very 
accommodating” to the requests 
from the public, as evidenced by 
their willingness to shorten their 
closing hours and their pledge 
not to sell nips.
 “I thought they gave a very 
good presentation,” said Purple 
Reign, who also voiced her ap-
proval for the owners’ business 

model for an on-line delivery 
service.
 Caliga suggested that while 
she would prefer to see a dif-
ferent kind of business in that 
location, the environment for a 
bricks-and-mortar business is 
very difficult, as evidenced by 
how long that storefront had 
been vacant. 
 “These two young people (who 
are the owners) were very im-
pressive,” added Thorn. 
 The members voted 12-2 to 
give a favorable recommendation 
to the application. The owners 
now must go before the city’s 
Licensing Commission to obtain 
their license.
 Reiskind said the Public Ser-
vice Committee voted to send a 
letter to the city’s Transporta-
tion Dept. (BTD) asking for a 
meeting to discuss speed humps 
and other transportation issues 
at Robinwood Ave. and Asticou 
Rd. 
 “The traffic is unbelievable 
on those streets,” said Doherty. 
“Asticou Rd. is a cut-through 
for commuters who speed along 
that street where there are very 
young children. We have traffic 
issues on our streets and nothing 
is being done about it.”
 “Robinwood is a very narrow 
street with no sidewalks,” add-
ed Thorn, “and people routinely 
drive the wrong way and park 
illegally.”
 The JPNC unanimously ap-
proved sending the letter to the 
BTD.
 Caroline Peters, the liaison to 
JP from the mayor’s office, spoke 
about the issue of speed humps, 
noting that speed humps are 
among the most-requested items 
by citizens and neighborhood 
groups throughout the city. She 
also noted that Robinwood Ave. 
and adjacent streets already are 
scheduled for the installation of 
speed humps.
 Resikind concluded his report 
by noting that the Public Service 
Comm. has sent a list to the city’s 
DPW of streets and sidewalks in 
the JP business district that are 
in need of restriping and other 
improvements.
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 The Associates of the Boston 
Public Library is posting a call 
for applications for our 2025–26 
Writer-in-Residence program. 
Now in its twenty-first year, the 
year-long residency provides an 

emerging writer with the fi-nan-
cial support, editorial assistance, 
and office space in the Boston 
Public Library to complete one 
literary work for children or 
young adults. The program sti-
pend has been increased from 
$50,000 (formerly

 $23,000) to $70,000 thanks to 
the generosity of an anonymous 
investor dedicated to writers 
having a living wage.
 In addition to the stipend, the 
winner will receive additional 
funds for editorial assis-tance 
or coaching, and an office in the 

Boston Public Library’s Central 
Branch from October 2025 to 
September 2026. Projects eli-
gible for this program include 
fiction, non-fiction, a script, po-
etry works, or graphic novels 
intended for children or young 
adults. The program guidelines 

and application form are avail-
able at
 https://associatesoftheboston-
publiclibrary .submittable.com/
submit. Submissions are due by 
June 6, 2025, at 11:59 PM. The 

Continued on page 3
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Need to wash your clothes?

LAUNDRYMATE 178
Heath St,JP

Open Mon–Sun: 8am – 9pm
Last Wash � 7:30 pm

 (617) 962-4200 

winner will be selected via a 
blind judging pro-cess. To learn 
more about the program visit 
www.writer-in-residence.org.
 The Associates’ Writ-
er-in-Residence program has 
made a profound difference in 
the lives of emerging authors, 
helping to launch the careers of 
a number of acclaimed children’s 
and young adult writers. To date, 
alumni have published or have 
forthcom-ing more than eighty 

books.
 “Not only did I apply to the 
Writer-in-Residence program 
with the opening pages of this 
novel, it was because of this 
prestigious residency that I gar-
nered the attention of my liter-
ary agent, completed a draft of 
the novel, and sold it as part of 
a two-book deal! I feel so grate-
ful for the support I received 
from the Associates of the Boston 
Public Library,” said 2023–24 
recipient Rhonda DeChambeau, 
whose novel, written during her 
residency, is set to be published 
on June 10, 2025.
 The Associates is an inde-

pendent non-profit that raises 
funds to preserve, digitize, and 
promote the Boston Public Li-
brary’s Special Collections and 
its historic, literary, and ar-tistic 
treasures. Since its inception in 
1972, the Associates has been 
the driving force and sponsor be-
hind many programs, including 
the Pierce Performance Series, 
the Hundred-Year Book Debate, 
and Literary Lights. For more 
information, please visit www.
AssociatesBPL.org or connect 
with us on Instagram, Bluesky 
, Facebook, LinkedIn, and You-
Tube.

Writer
Continued from page 2

PATRICK OCONNOR PHOTOS

Archbishop Henning made his first visit to St. Thomas 
Aquinas Church on Sunday, May 4, celebrating the 10 a.m. 
Mass and welcoming four new students who will prepare for 
the priesthood at Redemptorist Mater Seminary in Brookline.  

ARCHBISHOP HENNING VISITS 
ST. THOMAS AQUINAS

Wu announces applications open for 
2025-2026 Spark Boston Council
Special to the Gazette

 Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced  that applications for 
the 2025-2026 SPARK Boston 
Council are now open. SPARK 
Boston is a volunteer leadership 
and civic engagement council 
for Boston residents ages 20 to 
35. This council is responsible 
for leading the City’s initiatives 
aimed at engaging Boston’s 
young adults. Applications are 
due by June 30, 2025.
 “The SPARK Boston Coun-
cil is vital to our ability to un-
derstand the needs of Boston’s 
young adult community,” send 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “I am excit-
ed to announce that applications 
for the 2025-2026 council are 
now open and I encourage our 
emerging civic leaders to apply 
to see the impact of their voices 
heard in the community.”
 Under the direction of the 
SPARK Boston Director Aidan 
McDonough, the 2025-2026 
Council will create programming 
and advise Boston’s leaders to 
help the city grow as an inviting, 
connected, culturally rich, and 
sustainable home for everyone. 
Throughout the SPARK Bos-
ton Council term, participants 

hear from key members of the 
Mayor’s administration, leaders 
within City Hall, and community 
organizations about topics like 
climate resilience, education, 
housing, nightlife, and civic in-
novation.
 “After what has been a fun 
and exciting year of program-
ming to engage Boston’s 20-35 
year old residents, it only creates 
further momentum to recruit 
a collaborative and motivated 
SPARK Council for our 2025-
2026 cohort,” said SPARK Bos-
ton Director Aidan McDonough. 
“SPARK Boston creates space 
for young civic leaders to become 
better engaged at the local level 
and feel able to advocate for what 
they hope to see out of our city. 
SPARK Boston is also an oppor-
tunity to build a network and 
foster connections with young 
civic leaders across Boston.” 
 Past council members have 
come from diverse cultural and 
professional backgrounds in-
cluding public service, media, 
higher education, and scientific 
research. The SPARK Council 
meets on the first Monday of each 
month. Council members are en-
couraged to attend one commu-
nity meeting and one SPARK 

event or subcommittee meeting 
a month. Applicants must live in 
Boston, and be willing to commit 
15 hours monthly to the SPARK 
Boston program. SPARK Bos-
ton and its previous iteration 
ONEin3 have now been serving 
young adults and the City of 
Boston for over 18 years. 
 “Every year, our SPARK 
Boston Council gets stronger 
thanks to the amazing involve-
ment of community leaders in 
Boston. Whether it’s volunteer-
ing at our annual Civic Summit 
or discussing ways to improve 
personal credit, SPARK is all 
about making our neighborhoods 
better places to live,” said Chief 
of Community Engagement Bri-
anna Millor. “This year, we want 
council members from every cor-
ner of our city to join us! If you’re 
a young adult looking to make a 
positive impact in your communi-
ty, we’d love for you to apply to be 
a part of the 2025-2026 SPARK 
Boston Council!”
 The 2025-2026 SPARK Coun-
cil will be continuing their work 
through the end of their term in 
August, and have already taken 

Continued on Page 5
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MOH Income Restricted Rental Opportunity 

2 and 6 Lamartine 
2 and 6 Lamartine St. Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 

 
*Minimum Incomes are set by owner + based on # of bedrooms + Area Median Income (AMI). Minimum incomes do not apply to households with housing 
assistance (Section 8, MRVP, VASH, AHVP) or for the units in this development that include a project-based voucher. 
 

 
 

Applications are available during the application period for 60 days, from April 29, 2025 - June 29, 2025 
 

To fill out an application online, please visit https://bit.ly/BOSHousingLottery and select “RENTAL: 2 and 6 Lamartine”  
 

To download a multilingual printable application please visit https://bit.ly/LamartinePDFApps 
 

To have a hard copy of the application mailed to your mailing address, please call 857-241-2363 TTY: 711 or email lamartine@tcbinc.org. 
 

Applications are available in person on the following days, dates, and times in the following place(s) 

Day Date Time Location 

Monday - Friday (non-holidays) DATES/LOCATION (LOCATION MUST BE ACCESSIBLE)   

Wednesday May 7, 2025 3PM - 7PM Amory Street Apartments, 125 Amory St. Boston, MA 02119 

124 Income-restricted units IN THE LOTTERY 

# of 
Units 

# of 
bedrooms 

Estimated 
Square 

Footage 

Rent Minimum Income* Maximum 
Income Limit  
(Based on HH 

Size + AMI %)** 

# built out for 
mobility 

impairments 

# built out for 
hearing 

impairments 

3 0 435-440 $1,447 $43,410 50% 2 - 

5 1 600-610 $1,551 $46,530 50% - - 

8 2 840-902 $1,861 $55,830  50% - 1 

2 3 1117-1120 $2,150 $64,500 50% 1 - 

7 0 435-440 $1,737 $52,110 60% 2 - 

9 1 600-610 $1,861 $55,830 60% 1 - 

33 2 840-902 $2,233 $66,990 60% 3 1 

3 3 1117-1120 $2,580 $77,400 60% 1 - 

6 0 435 $1,950 $58,500 80% - - 

8 1 610 $2,250 $67,500 80% - - 

9 2 902 $2,699 $80,970 80% - - 

1 3 1117 $3,225 $96,750 80% - - 

15 0 440 $2,210 $66,300 100% - 1 

10 1 600 $2,420 $72,600 100% - - 

5 2 840 $2,922 $87,660 100% 1 - 

**Maximum Incomes  
(set by HUD/MOH + based on household size + Area Median Income (AMI) 

Household 
size 50% AMI 60% AMI 80% AMI 100% AMI 

 

1 $57,900 $69,480 $91,400 $104,250 

2 $66,200 $79,440 $104,500 $119,150 

3 $74,450 $89,340 $117,500 $134,050 

4 $82,700 $99,240 $130,600 $148,900 

5 $89,350 $107,220 $141,050 $160,850 

6 $95,950 $115,140 $151,550 $172,750 
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ty,” said Ansart
Ansart then sent an email 

to Matthew McKee Photogra-
phy. Matt McKee has been the 
Footlight Club’s resident pho-
tographer for years, in addition 
to operating his own Corporate 
Photography Business. Matt was 
intrigued. “Jim came up with 
this awesome idea to partner up 
with the local business commu-
nity for some cross promotion for 
the show,” said Matthew McKee.

“That really resonated with 
me since the idea of prom, the 
event, is one of those coming of 
age, mythic milestones in Amer-
ican culture.  I wanted to make 
sure that they really popped. 
We kept the color scheme from 
the show’s branding and worked 
with the actors to bring the 
show’s excitement and energy 
to the images,” said McKee.

The stores, as well as the cast, 
were quickly on board to be part 
of the shoot.

Dee Dee, one of our Broadway 
Stars went to Susanna. Emma 
and the other high school girls 
chose their outfits at On Centre. 

Brittany went to Goodwill. 
Trent and Angie’s costumes came 
from there as well.  George’s 
Shoes provided footwear, hats 
were from Salmagundi and cor-
sages came from Sweet Pea and 
Sage. Even American Dry Clean-
ing into one of the photos! 

Businesses that didn’t con-
tribute to the photos were happy 
to display the results. Before 
long, big beautiful “Prom” post-
ers were popping up in store win-
dows everywhere, a testament 
to our generous and fun-loving 
community. Everybody is going 
to “The Prom,” are you? 

“The Prom” runs at The Foot-
light Club, 7A Eliot St.  through 
May 17. www.footlight.org.

AD SPONSORED BY

CITY OF BOSTON
MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Thermometers 

Thermostats 

Elemental Mercury

Mercury Switches 

Fluorescent Lamps 

Blood Pressure Units

PLEASE BRING THESE PRODUCTS CONTAINING MERCURY TO:

ZERO WASTE DAY DROP OFF

SATURDAY, MAY 17, 2025
8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. (Noon)
Central DPW Facility
400 Frontage Road, Boston

Boston Residents Only - Proof of Residency Required. 
Find a full list of acceptable items at: 
Boston.gov/hazardous-waste

Prom
Continued from page 1
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Shown are some of the posters that are on Centre Street.

part in several opportunities in-
cluding attending Mayor Wu’s 
State of the City, volunteering 
during the Mayor’s Office of Civic 
Organizing’s Civic Summit, and 
organizing thousands of toys for 
Toys for Tots. The 2024-2025 
council has continued legacy and 
signature programming such as: 
Neighborhood Socials, which are 
events designed to bring City 
staff and local leaders into spaces 
young people already patronize; 
cultural mixers; and Chief Chats, 
fireside discussions with cabinet 
leadership. 
 “SPARK Boston has encour-
aged me to embrace new expe-
riences. As a council member, 
I have participated in various 
engagements, from assisting 
Bostonians with mailing their 
voter registration forms to col-
laborating with the community to 
host a panel discussion on period 
poverty and menstrual innova-
tion,” said Sayyida Jean-Charles, 
current SPARK Boston Council 
Member. “If you are looking to 
get more involved in Boston, it 
doesn’t matter whether you are 
new to the city or were born and 
raised here, because as a council 
member, you will become more 
civically engaged, expand your 

network, and most importantly, 
connect with community mem-
bers, advocates, and leaders. All 
you have to do is submit your 
application!” 
 “Membership on the SPARK 
Council is a phenomenal experi-
ence for Boston’s young citizens 
who want to better connect with 
and help support the City and 
the neighborhoods they love. In 
my own experience, SPARK pro-
vided me with an in-depth look at 
how the City is running smoothly 
day-to-day, month-to-month, and 
year-to-year, and highlighted the 
multitude of opportunities for 
civic engagement with every fac-
et of City governance,” said John 
Ferraro, current SPARK Boston 
Council Member. “Because of my 
time on SPARK, I’ve been able 
to develop a better sense of how 
to identify key quality-of-life is-
sues in my neighborhood, build 
coalitions to address them, and 
encourage others to do the same. 
What I’ll treasure most of all, 
however, are the instantaneous 
friendships made with other 
members of the SPARK Council; 
it was an absolute privilege to be 
able to a part of a community of 
people who have so much love for 
the City of Boston and are ded-
icated with every fiber of their 
being to ensuring that Boston 
lives up to its mission as a City 
for everyone.” 

Spark Boston
Continued from page 3
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WE VALUE AND RESTORE
The Things You LOVE

APPRAISALS
 Fair Market, Insurance & Retail
 Estate & Charitable
Online Valuations

RESTORATION
 Furniture & Upholstery
 Paintings & Other Works of Art
Decorative Arts & Collectibles

Manzi Appraisers & Restora� on
22 Prospect St, #8, Woburn, MA, 01801 | 20 Park Plaza, #400-14, Boston, MA 02116

(Main Office)                                         (Satellite Office) 
617-999-3705  www.manziappraisers.com

Scan Me

ART MANAGEMENT
 Frame Restoration & Custom Framing
 Transportation & Installation
 Photography & Cataloging

RELOCATION MANAGEMENT
 Luxury Packing & Crating
Organizing Logistics
 Post Move Repairs & Disposal

photoS By Sydney ciard

 826 Boston held its ninth Half 
Half Half Half Half Marathon 
fundraiser at Jamaica Pond on 
Thursday, April 17, 2025. The 
race is 0.826 miles long—Bos-
ton's "greatest shortest race"—
and raises awareness and funds 
for the free writing, tutoring, 
and publishing programs that 
the organization offers to more 
than 3,000 Boston students each 
school year. 826 Boston's tutor-
ing center is in Egleston Square 
and has six Writers' Rooms in 
Boston Public Schools in Jamai-
ca Plain, Roxbury, Dorchester, 
and Hyde Park. 
 Starting at the Jamaica Pond 
boathouse, the mini-marathon 
goes up to the sugar bowl, and 
returns to the boathouse. This 
year, more than 160 runners 
took part, including State Rep-
resentative Sam Montaño (who 
was the marathon's Grand Mar-
shall) and City Councilor Benja-
min Weber. 
 The fundraiser raised more 
than $29,000 to date, helping just 
in time as 826 Boston announced 
that they were withdrawing an 
application for a federal grant. 
Donations are accepted for the 
marathon at 826boston.org.

HALF HALF HALF HALF HALF MARATHON FUNDRAISER AT JAMAICA POND
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Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Virtual Public Meeting

3430+3440 
WASHINGTON STREET

NOV

6:00 PM  
-  

7:30 PM

19
MAY

DESCRIPTION: This is a Public Meeting for the proposed 3430+3440 Washington Street 
project located in the Jamaica Plain neighborhood of Boston. The purpose of the meeting is to 
discuss updates to the project. The meeting will include a presentation followed by questions 
and comments from the public.  
 
La información de esta reunión es fundamental para usted como residente de Boston y parte 
interesada. Dispone de servicios de idiomas de forma gratuita. Si los requiere, comuníquese 
con (ebony.darosa@boston.gov) antes de la siguiente fecha: 5/12/2025

Ebony DaRosa
Planning Department
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201
617.918.4419
ebony.darosa@boston.gov

Mail to:

Phone: 
Email:  

Register: bosplans.org/WashingtonSt051925 
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 389 5360

CENTRE SOUTH MAIN STREETS SECOND ANNUAL PUB CRAWL
photoS By derek kouyoumjian

 Centre South Main Streets 
held its 2nd annual Pub Crawl 
offering participants a fun way 
to explore some of the unique 
establishments offering food and 
drink in JP and beyond. The 

tour began at Jeanie Johnston 
on South Street, continued to 
Drawdown Brewing in Egleston 
Square, then to Midnight Morn-
ing in Roslindale Village, where 
pub crawlers would board anoth-
er bus bringing them to Antonio's 
Bacari in Hyde Park. 

Allison Rogers and Maggie Belfi watch some 
sports while enjoying the beer brewed on-site 
at Drawdown Brewing.

Jenn Batore, wife of Drawdown Brewing owner 
Liz Nicol, greets Pub Crawl visitors. Drawdown 
Brewing is a women owned and operated 
sports bar that brews its own beer. They’ve 
been supportive of the LGBTQ community as 
well as a neigborhood hub for all.

Pub Crawl participants get off in Roslindale Village to visit Midnight Morning or go on the 
other bus to Hyde Park.

Enjoying a front window nook at Midnight Morning are Jane 
and Steve Craycroft with Alex and Chucky England.

Denise and Kelsea Kolbet with Michelle VanderWoude.

Beth Czerny and Ben Clarendon enjoy some of the unique 
beers at Drawdown Brewing.

Aria Chalfin, Kate Blankinship, Stefania Culma, and Maria 
Fernanda Rojas help keep Midnight Morning the happening 
destination to visit in Roslindale Village.
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EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

CENTRE SOUTH MAIN STREETS SECOND ANNUAL PUB CRAWL

Juliana, Javier, Gloria, Maria, Keith, Ash, and Penny enjoy their time visiting Drawdown Brewing. Emily and Bella are Jeanie 
Johnston regulars.

D r a w d o w n  B r e w i n g 
barntender Ali Smith offers 
a sample size of one of their 
beers. 

The Pub Crawl bus was filled with people eager to explore 
some of the pubs in Jamaica Plain and beyond.

Pub Crawl participants step inside Jeanie Johnston on South 
Street.

Pub Crawl participants order drinks at Midnight Morning.

Vipul, Adithya, and Ritz are ready to get their Pub Crawl 
underway at Jeanie Johnston.
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Where to Find the Gazette?Where to Find the Gazette?
Post Office

 Centre St

 JP Licks
 659 Centre St

 On Centre
 676Centre St

 JP Realty
 7 Harris St

 Cooperative Bank
 Washington St

 JP Seafood
 730 Centre St

 The Real Deal
 732 Centre St

 Gibson/Sotheby’s
 Realty
 713 Centre St

 Happy Market
 128 South St

 Tikki Masala
 3706 Washington St

 Blanchards
 741 Centre St

 Dunkin'
 755 Centre St

 Bank of America
 677 Centre St

 Eastern Bank
 687 Centre St

 CVS
 704 Centre St

 Ace  Hardware 
 656 Centre St

 Citizens Bank
 696 Centre St

 True Value
 698 Centre St

 City Feed and Supply
 672 Centre St

 East Boston Bank
 687 Centre St

 CVS
 407 Centre St

 Whole Food
 Centre St

 MSPCA
 350 S Huntington St

 Stop & Shop
 301 Centre St

 Bank Of America
 677 Centre St

 Dunkin'
 Centre St

 Latino Restaurant
 304 Centre St

 Freddy Market 
 302 Centre St

 Kappy's Pizza
 304 Centre St

 Square Market
 331 Centre St

 Rizzo's Pizza
 347 Centre St

 Martial Academy
 363 Centre St

 Tropical Market
 371 Centre St

 CVS
 Centre St

 Laundromat
 270 Centre St

 Camillo Liquor
 280 Centre St

 Check Cash
 282Centre St

 JP Laundry Center
 410 Centre St

 Zesto's Pizza & Grill
 460 Centre St

 Ideal Caffe & Pizza
 484 Centre St

 Clean Getaway 
 Laundry
 546 Centre St

 The Forbes Building
 545 Centre St

 Gentle Dental
 612 Centre St

 JP Health Centre
 640 Centre St

 Same Old Place
 662 Centre St

 Smoke Shop
 566 Centre St

 The Purple Cactus
 674 Centre St

 Unlimited Realty
 633 Centre St

 Polkadog Bakery
 42 South St

 Flore’s Bakery
 55 South St

 Italian Pizza
 172 South St

 Evergreen Café
 154 Green St

 Metro Mark Apt
 3615 Washington St

 Metro Mark Apt
 3611 Washington St

 Rosmore Landry
 Washington St

 JP Kitchen
 3510 Washington St

 Bradddock Café
 3484 Washington St

 Bmc Market
 3390 Washington St

 Santia’s Bakery
 3381 Washington St

 Ruggiores Market
 3345 Washington St

 Brookside  Commu-
nity Health Center

 3297 Washington St

 JP Apts
 3200washington St

 Papi’s Market
 3145 Washington St

 YMCA
 3134 Washington St

 10 Store
 3122 Washington St

 Chancy Liquor
 Washington St

 Praviana
 3093 Washington St

 Egleston Pizza
 3080 Washington St

 Santander Bank
Columbus & Washington

 Landromax
 Washington &  

Columbus

 Walgreens
 Columbus Av

 Academy Market
 1580 Columbus 

 Goddar House
 201 Huntington St

 MT Pleasant Home
 301 Huntington St

REGAN LEAGUE OPENING DAY AT MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

It’s a tradition for the Regan League Opening Day parade to stop at the Bynner St. corner and sing to the residents. Shown above are Timmy Regan and Pete 
Regan. The league is named after their father.
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REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES

  Tel: 617-524-0243
Cell: 617-438-1472

FayeSimonRealEstate.com
frmcsimon@hotmail.com

FAYE SIMON  
REAL ESTATE

Rentals & Sales

Faye  R. Simon
Real Estate Broker

Your Personal Real Estate Professional

REAL ESTATE

YOUR BUSINESS HERE

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Your local & Independent Realtor 
25 + years of Experience 

Put my knowledge to work for you!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE
#617-306-7804 • #857-205-6945

loveliveboston@gmail.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Joe Fallon
617-594-0761

joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYPROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
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617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
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New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
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REAL ESTATE

“I couldn’t have asked for a more efficient 
and stress free experience.  Randal and Erik 
made everything seem so easy.” Kathy B.

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com
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REAL ESTATE

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Your local & Independent Realtor 
25 + years of Experience 

Put my knowledge to work for you!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

617.453.3620   focusre.compsum

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

#617-306-7804 • #857-205-6945
loveliveboston@gmail.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Advertise your professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 

Call the Gazette at 617.524.7662

or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Give someone the gift of Vibrant 
Health, Harmony & Peace of Mind

Acupuncture helps with
Pain, Stress, Anxiety, Digestion 

Issues, Migraine, Insomnia, 
or just overall wellness!Rana Hamdan

Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957  

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            
Resonance-acupuncture.com                 
@resonanceacu

Gift Certificates Available

hello@res-acu.com

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      

929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            

resonance-acupuncture.com  

ACUPUNCTURE
Joe Fallon

617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR

INTERIOR DESIGN for everybody.
Christine Cavataio
LEED AP, NCIDQ and Certified Cruelty Free

617-510-8659
livingbeingdesign@gmail.com
LivingBeingDesign.com

INTERIOR DESIGN

professional?
Are  YOU being  Advertise your professional services here

 and watch your client base grow! 
Call the Gazette at   617.524.2626 x225 

or email patricia@jamaicaplaingazette.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisrealestate.com

      The Denman Group is a team of real estate agents 
affiliateed with Compass, a licensed real estate broker, and 
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Enriching lives 
through real estate

WAKE UP THE EARTH FESTIVAL IN JAMAICA PLAIN
photoS By derek kouyoumjian

Wake Up The Earth is a festi-
val organized by Spontaneous 
Celebrations that's been going 
strong since 1979. The festival 

started as a celebration of the 
abandonment of the Inner Belt 
highway project that already 
leveled significant parts of the 
Jamaica Plain and Roxbury 

neigborhoods. Music, activities, 
unique vendors, and more drew 
many visitors to the Southwest 
Corridor and celebrate our home, 
the planet Earth.

A shrine was made to help 
remember the many people 
who have contributed to Wake 
Up The Earth who have passed 
away over the many years 
since the festival’s beginning.

Cecilia Villero is a “Mer-Made 
For Pleasure.”

At the Extinction Rebellion table, the climate action group brings attention to 6th mass 
extinction of bees and other animals essential to the ecosystem. They also were giving away 
Seed Bombs that will grow wildflowers wherever planted.

Sa’nai is making some beats 
on a barrel drum.
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WAKE UP THE EARTH FESTIVAL IN JAMAICA PLAIN

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert

C: 617.447.5350
O: 617.266.5200

Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

GABRIELLE BARON

Shannon and Shilpa enjoy the beautiful 
Spring day at Wake Up The Earth.

On the Sun Stage Thamanai Jeremie 
and Pelaiah Auset of the band Phoenix 
sing funk and R&B classics.

Jamie and Jenn Cohen are proud of 
the veggie haul they’re bringing to 
their garden from The Neigborhood 
Farm stand. 

Felicity Bell is excited for her tomato 
plant acquisition.

Pat channels his inner-Buddy 
Rich at the Junk Percussion 
corner.

Meredith Davis as Lady Liberty 
finds a fan in young Hayden 
Hugenberger.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, her daughter Mira, candidates for Boston City Councilor At-Large 
Alexandra Valdez and Marvin Mathelier, and organizers of Eagle Up The Earth.

At the Skate Stage local band Circus Batalion plays songs from 
their debut album released a couple of months ago.

Children play with a May 
Pole outside of Stoney Brook 
Station.
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WAKE UP THE EARTH FESTIVAL IN JAMAICA PLAIN

90 Years Strong!
M A Y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 5  @  6 P M
L O R I N G  G R E E N O U G H  H O U S E

R S V P  T o d a y !
w w w . g i v e b u t t e r . c o m / C e l e b r a t e C o m m u n i t y

C e l e b r a t e  w i t h  G e r r y

S u p p o r t  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n
o f  C o m m u n i t y - B a s e d  C a r i n g

Gio, Cheryl, Paul, Freyja, Sassa, and Caleb are long time neigbors and friends 
in JP.

Drummers from a wide range of ages and technical abilities jam their rhythmic 
dreams at Junk Percussion.

The Junk Percussion corner brought percussionists young and old to work 
together in the communal beat laboratory.

The Sing Positive Choir preform.
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LASELL UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS NAMED TO 
DEAN'S LIST
 The following local students 
were named to Lasell Universi-
ty's Fall 2024 Dean's List:
 James Macchi of Jamaica 
Plain
 Leslie Aponte of Boston
 Huda Hussein of Jamaica 
Plain
 To be named to the Dean's 
List, Lasell students must com-
plete at least 12 credits as a 
full-time student and acheive a 
semester GPA of 3.5 or higher.
 Olivia Hall named to the 
Dean's List at Bates College
 Olivia Hall of Boston, Mass., 
was named to the dean's list at 
Bates College for the fall semes-
ter ending in December 2024. 
This is a distinction earned by 
students whose grade point av-
erage is 3.92 or higher.
 Hall is majoring in Mathe-
matics and Hispanic Studies and 
minoring in History at Bates.
 Located in Lewiston, Maine, 
Bates is internationally recog-
nized as a leading liberal arts 
college, attracting 2,000 students 
from across the U.S. and around 
the world. Since 1855, Bates has 
been dedicated to educating the 
whole person through creative 
and rigorous scholarship in a 
collaborative residential com-
munity. Committed to oppor-
tunity and excellence, Bates 
has always admitted students 
without regard to gender, race, 
religion, or national origin. Cul-
tivating intellectual discovery 
and informed civic action, Bates 
prepares leaders sustained by 
a love of learning and zeal for 
responsible stewardship of the 
wider world.

CURRY COLLEGE 
DEAN'S LIST
 Curry College congratulates 
over 800 students who were 
named to the Fall 2024 Dean's 
List.
 Isabel Belash of Jamaica 
Plain
 Athena Brenzel of Jamaica 
Plain
 Nicole Mertiri of Jamaica 
Plain
 Curry College, founded in 
Boston in 1879, is a private, 
co-educational, liberal arts-
based institution located on 131 
acres in Milton, Massachusetts. 
The College extends its educa-
tional programs to a continu-
ing education branch campus in 
Plymouth. The College offers 24 
undergraduate majors in special-
ized and liberal arts programs, 
as well as graduate degrees in 
accounting, business, education, 
criminal justice, and nursing to 
a combined enrollment of near-
ly 2,500 students. The student 
body consists of 1,700 traditional 
students and nearly 800 con-
tinuing education and graduate 
students. The College offers a 
wide array of co-curricular ac-
tivities ranging from 16 NCAA 
Division III athletic teams to an 
outstanding theatre and fine arts 
program. Visit us on the web at 
www.curry.edu.

SNHU ANNOUNCES 
DEAN'S LIST
 It is with great pleasure that 
Southern New Hampshire Uni-
versity (SNHU) congratulates 
the following students on being 
named to the Fall 2024 Dean's 
List. The fall terms run from 
September to December.
 Full-time undergraduate stu-
dents who have earned a min-

imum grade-point average of 
3.500 to 3.699 for the reporting 
term are named to the Dean's 
List. Full-time status is achieved 
by earning 12 credits over each 
16-week term or paired 8-week 
terms grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.
 Daina Estime of Jamaica 
Plain
 Shawnte Lymon of Jamaica 
Plain
 Southern New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) is a private, 
nonprofit, accredited institution 
with a 92-year history of edu-
cating traditional-aged students 
and working adults. Now serv-
ing more than 200,000 learn-
ers worldwide, SNHU offers 
approximately 200 undergrad-
uate, graduate, and certificate 
programs, available online and 
on its 300-acre campus in Man-
chester, NH. Recognized as one 
of the "Most Innovative" region-
al universities by U.S. News & 
World Report and one of the fast-
est-growing universities in the 
country, SNHU is committed to 
expanding access to high quality, 
affordable pathways that meet 
the needs of each learner.

UMASS AMHERST 
ANNOUNCES      
DEAN'S LIST
 The following students were 
named to the Fall 2024 Dean's 
List at the University of Massa-
chusetts Amherst.  
 Students are appointed to the 
Dean's List at the end of a semes-
ter in which they have completed 
a minimum of 12 graded credits 
and have earned a grade point 
average of 3.500 or better.
 •  Alejandro Arias
 •  Flora Day
 •  Yannik Dzialas

 •  Odin Edlund- Slarsky
 •  Lucas Finzi
 •  Silvia Guarnotta
 •  Adina Habib
 •  Riley Kasper
 •  Daniel Kefalas
 •  Kirsten Kirleis
 •  Joshua Rand
 •  Danielle Schneider
 •  Maximillian Steinbok
 Local Students named to 
Emmanuel College's Fall 2024 
Dean's List
  In recognition of their out-
standing academic achievement, 
Emmanuel College has named 
more than 1,000 students to the 
Dean's List for the Fall 2024 
semester. To earn a spot on the 
Dean's List, Emmanuel students 
must achieve a grade point aver-
age of 3.5 or higher for a 16-cred-
it semester.
 The following local students 
were named to the Dean's List:
 Razan Mohamed of Jamaica 
Plain Mohamed is a Double Ma-
jor; Liberal Studies; Elementary 
Education major.
 Shayla Stinson of Jamaica 
Plain . Stinson is a Studio Art - 
Art Therapy major.
 Grace Martin of Jamaica 
Plain. Martin is a Graphic De-
sign major.
 With more than 80 majors 
and areas of study, Emmanuel 
College combines outstanding 
classroom instruction and re-
al-world experience to prepare 
students for lives of professional 
achievement, lifelong learning, 
and purpose. Voted the #1 college 
location in America by Niche.
com in 2023 and 2024, Emman-
uel offers access to world class 
medical, cultural, and business 
organizations, all with a tight-
knit 17-acre campus and 13:1 
student-to-faculty ratio. 

DEAN'S LIST HONORS 
ANNOUNCED AT TUFTS 
UNIVERSITY
 Tufts University recently 
announced the dean's list for 
the fall 2024 semester. Dean's 
list honors at Tufts University 
require a semester grade point 
average of 3.4 or greater.
 •  Norah Gallagher, Class of 
2025, of Jamaica Plain 
 •  Urvi Gipstein, Class of 
2025, of Jamaica Plain 
 •  Zelda Mayer, Class of 2025, 
of Jamaica Plain
 •  Luke Randolph, Class of 
2026, of Jamaica Plain 
 •  Bergen Kane, Class of 
2026, of Jamaica Plain
 •  Zach Myers, Class of 2027, 
of Jamaica Plain 
 •  Niall Reynolds, Class of 
2027, of Jamaica Plain
 •  Charlotte Parsons, Class of 
2026, of Jamaica Plain
 •  Henry Tweedy, Class of 
2028, of Jamaica Plain 
 •  Wendy Ruan, Class of 
2028, of Jamaica Plain
 Tufts University, located on 
campuses in Boston, Medford/
Somerville and Grafton, Mas-
sachusetts, and in Talloires, 
France, is recognized among the 
premier research universities in 
the United States. Tufts enjoys 
a global reputation for academic 
excellence and for the prepara-
tion of students as leaders in 
a wide range of professions. A 
growing number of innovative 
teaching and research initiatives 
span all Tufts campuses, and 
collaboration among the faculty 
and students in the undergrad-
uate, graduate, and professional 
programs across the university's 
schools is widely encouraged.

LocaL StudentS in the newS

Labouré College of Healthcare named an Opportunity College in the Carnegie Classifications
Special to the Gazette

 Labouré College of Health-
care has been designated as an 
Opportunity College and Univer-
sity by the Carnegie Foundation 
and the American Council on 
Education (ACE), recognizing 
Labouré as an institution that 
can serve as a model for studying 
how campuses can foster student 
success.  
 The Opportunity Colleges 
and Universities designation is 
part of a newly developed Stu-
dent Access and Earnings Clas-

sification published this month 
by the Carnegie Foundation and 
the American Council on Edu-
cation. This new classification 
examines the extent to which 
institutions foster opportunities 
for student success by measuring 
whether institutions are enroll-
ing students reflective of the 
communities they serve and how 
the earnings of those students 
compare to peers in their area.  
 In 2025, 479 institutions have 
been identified as Opportunity 
Colleges and Universities, which 
is about 16% of all U.S. colleges 

and universities that are in the 
Student Access and Earnings 
Classification. 
 “A degree from Labouré pre-
pares students for a career that 
is both personally and finan-
cially rewarding. On average, 
our graduates are able to double 
their household earnings while 
filling critical gaps in our local 
healthcare workforce. We are 
proud to be recognized by the 
Carnegie Foundation for pro-
viding this opportunity,” said 
Labouré President Lily S. Hsu, 
Ed.D.  

 The college provides the larg-
est pipeline of associate-degree 
nurses to the Massachusetts 
workforce – nurses who are local 
adults, rooted in their Greater 
Boston communities. Labouré 
nursing students are 90% wom-
en, 69% people of color, most of 
whom are raising families (35% 
as single parents). A nursing 
or healthcare degree leads to 
financial independence, empow-
erment, and more options for 
themselves and their children. 
 The methodology for the new 
Student Access and Earnings 

Classification uses multidimen-
sional groupings of the 2025 In-
stitutional Classification to eval-
uate student access and earnings 
between similar colleges and 
universities.  
 More information about 2025 
Student Earnings and Access 
Classifications, including the 
methodology, can be found on-
line at: carnegieclassifications.
acenet.edu/carnegie-classi -
fication/classification-meth-
o d o l o g y / 2 0 2 5 - s t u d e n t - a c -
cess-and-earnings-classifica-
tion/.  
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Advertise your services! Call 617-524-7662

Christine Rose, LMT
Trained in Lymphatic Drainage, Deep Tissue/Sports and Swedish Massage

3464 Washington Street JP.  
www.imanimassage.com • 617.821.2875! 

Imani ~ a relaxation place
MASSAGE

FITNESS TRAINING
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CHIROPRACTORS

 Chiropractic Care  
Dr. T.J. Mercurio 

Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

For Your 
HealtH Mind & BodY

Sally Friar, DC
520 Centre St., JP

617-458-1613
by appointment only

Friar
Chiropractic

ChiropraCtiC pErSoNaL FitNESS CoaChiNG

$89
30 Day All Access 

Coaching Trial
New clients only

617-435-0213 • info@myjpfitness.com

Are you MINDing YOUR business? 
Advertise your services here!  

Call 617-524-2626 x223 or 225

G.J. “Chip” Bradish, LMHC
Jamaica Plain, MA  • 617.524.6807
gjbradish@gmail.com
www.centerground.org

Practicing in JP since 1996.

for growth and development. New group starting this fall.CoaChiNG aND CoUNSELiNG
R

FitNESS
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PATRICK OCONNOR PHOTOS

A new cross has 
been instal led at 
the entrance to St. 
Thomas Aquinas 
Church and inside, a 
statue depicting St. 
Joseph teaching the 
child Jesus to walk 
greets parishioners 
as they enter the 
church.  

NEW INSTALLATIONS AT ST. 
THOMAS AQUINAS CHURCH 

Wu announces applications open for 
2025-2026 Spark Boston Council
Special to the Gazette

 Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced  that applications for 
the 2025-2026 SPARK Boston 
Council are now open. SPARK 
Boston is a volunteer leadership 
and civic engagement council 
for Boston residents ages 20 to 
35. This council is responsible 
for leading the City’s initiatives 
aimed at engaging Boston’s 
young adults. Applications are 
due by June 30, 2025.
 “The SPARK Boston Coun-
cil is vital to our ability to un-
derstand the needs of Boston’s 
young adult community,” send 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “I am excit-
ed to announce that applications 
for the 2025-2026 council are 
now open and I encourage our 
emerging civic leaders to apply 
to see the impact of their voices 
heard in the community.”
 Under the direction of the 
SPARK Boston Director Aidan 
McDonough, the 2025-2026 
Council will create programming 
and advise Boston’s leaders to 
help the city grow as an inviting, 
connected, culturally rich, and 
sustainable home for everyone. 
Throughout the SPARK Bos-
ton Council term, participants 
hear from key members of the 
Mayor’s administration, leaders 
within City Hall, and community 
organizations about topics like 
climate resilience, education, 
housing, nightlife, and civic in-
novation.
 “After what has been a fun 
and exciting year of program-
ming to engage Boston’s 20-35 
year old residents, it only creates 
further momentum to recruit 
a collaborative and motivated 
SPARK Council for our 2025-
2026 cohort,” said SPARK Bos-
ton Director Aidan McDonough. 
“SPARK Boston creates space 
for young civic leaders to become 
better engaged at the local level 
and feel able to advocate for what 
they hope to see out of our city. 
SPARK Boston is also an oppor-
tunity to build a network and 
foster connections with young 
civic leaders across Boston.” 
 Past council members have 
come from diverse cultural and 
professional backgrounds in-
cluding public service, media, 
higher education, and scientific 
research. The SPARK Council 
meets on the first Monday of 
each month. Council members 
are encouraged to attend one 

community meeting and one 
SPARK event or subcommittee 
meeting a month. Applicants 
must live in Boston, and be will-
ing to commit 15 hours monthly 
to the SPARK Boston program. 
SPARK Boston and its previous 
iteration ONEin3 have now been 
serving young adults and the 
City of Boston for over 18 years. 
 “Every year, our SPARK 
Boston Council gets stronger 
thanks to the amazing involve-
ment of community leaders in 
Boston. Whether it’s volunteer-
ing at our annual Civic Summit 
or discussing ways to improve 
personal credit, SPARK is all 
about making our neighborhoods 
better places to live,” said Chief 
of Community Engagement Bri-
anna Millor. “This year, we want 
council members from every cor-
ner of our city to join us! If you’re 
a young adult looking to make a 
positive impact in your commu-
nity, we’d love for you to apply 
to be a part of the 2025-2026 
SPARK Boston Council!”
 The 2025-2026 SPARK Coun-
cil will be continuing their work 
through the end of their term in 
August, and have already taken 
part in several opportunities in-
cluding attending Mayor Wu’s 
State of the City, volunteering 
during the Mayor’s Office of Civ-
ic Organizing’s Civic Summit, 
and organizing thousands of toys 
for Toys for Tots. The 2024-2025 
council has continued legacy and 
signature programming such as: 
Neighborhood Socials, which are 
events designed to bring City 
staff and local leaders into spac-
es young people already patron-
ize; cultural mixers; and Chief 
Chats, fireside discussions with 

cabinet leadership. 
 “SPARK Boston has encour-
aged me to embrace new expe-
riences. As a council member, 
I have participated in various 
engagements, from assisting 
Bostonians with mailing their 
voter registration forms to col-
laborating with the community 
to host a panel discussion on 
period poverty and menstrual 
innovation,” said Sayyida Jean-
Charles, current SPARK Bos-
ton Council Member. “If you are 
looking to get more involved in 
Boston, it doesn’t matter wheth-
er you are new to the city or were 
born and raised here, because 
as a council member, you will 
become more civically engaged, 
expand your network, and most 
importantly, connect with com-
munity members, advocates, and 
leaders. All you have to do is 
submit your application!” 
 “Membership on the SPARK 
Council is a phenomenal experi-
ence for Boston’s young citizens 
who want to better connect with 
and help support the City and 
the neighborhoods they love. 
In my own experience, SPARK 
provided me with an in-depth 
look at how the City is running 
smoothly day-to-day, month-to-
month, and year-to-year, and 
highlighted the multitude of 
opportunities for civic engage-
ment with every facet of City 
governance,” said John Ferraro, 
current SPARK Boston Council 
Member. “Because of my time on 
SPARK, I’ve been able to develop 
a better sense of how to identify 
key quality-of-life issues in my 
neighborhood, build coalitions 
to address them, and encourage 
others to do the same. 

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588
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Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

AASSBBEESSTTOOSS  AANNDD  MMOOLLDD

Asbestos & Mold Issues?

Over 25 Years of Experience!

For a Licensed 
Inspector Call Neal

617-593-1664 
neal@nealcoinspects.com

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS
Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and 
odd job services. 

20+ years of experience.
Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

LANDSCAPING

GENERAL CONTRACTING

617-327-2231  617-953-8523

M. NAUGHTON 
CONTRCTING

Carpentry • House Painting • Masonry
Full or Partial Restoration of Home

Exterior Shingle • Clapboards • Decks
40 years in business

References, Licensed & Insured

WOODWORKING

Boston to host Community Read-a-thon of the 
autobiography of Malcolm X on Malcolm X’s Centennial
Special to the Gazette

 In commemoration of the 
100th anniversary of Malcolm 
X’s birth, the city of Boston will 
host a unique two-day commu-
nity read-a-thon of his influen-
tial autobiography. Nearly two 
hundred volunteers are set to 
participate in this first-ever mar-
athon reading of the book in its 
entirety, taking place on Satur-
day, May 17, 2025, from 12 to 8 
p.m., and Sunday, May 18, 2025, 
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Bruce 
C. Bolling Municipal Building, 
located at 2300 Washington St.
 The event invites the public 

to experience Malcolm X’s power-
ful narrative through a collective 
voice. Following each day’s read-
ing, a community dinner will be 
held, fostering connection and 
reflection. For those unable to 
attend in person, the entire read-
a-thon will be live-streamed on-
line.
 Admission to the event is free 
and open to all. Attendees are 
welcome to listen for any por-
tion of the two-day program, and 
participation as a reader is not 
required to attend.
 Organizers explain that Mal-
colm X’s unwavering challenge 
to racial violence, his rejection 

of economic inequality, and his 
advocacy for the voiceless have 
made him an enduring figure 
for those committed to social 
justice and human rights. This 
group reading of his autobiogra-
phy, which has inspired millions 
since its 1965 publication, aims 
to unite individual aspirations 
for a better future into a collec-
tive call for change.
 Individuals interested in 
contributing as readers in this 
significant event can sign up 
through the official event web-
site: https://malcolmxreadathon-
boston.com/.
 The Malcolm X Read-a-thon 

is the vision of Rosalyn Elder, 
an architect, former bookstore 
owner, and entrepreneur asso-
ciated with africanamerican-
heritagemassachusetts.com. A 
dedicated organizing committee 
of local artists, writers, organiz-
ers, and entrepreneurs, includ-
ing Elder, Dosha Beard, Danny 
Harris, Carolyn Ingles, Parmie 
Polk, Mark Schafer, and Talia 
Whyte, is committed to ensuring 
the legacy of Malcolm X remains 
vibrant in Boston and beyond.
 For further information, 
including media inquiries, the 
organizing committee can be 
reached at [email address re-

moved]. Additional details and 
updates are available on the 
event website: https://malcolmx-
readathonboston.com/.
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HANDYMAN

Years of experience in carpentry, masonry, painting, fencing
Odd Jobs Big or Small | References Available

ACE HANDYMAN

Call Phil 617-279-9815
Always Reasonable Prices! 

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance 
• Hydroseeding 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial 

& Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation

• Paving

 617-590-25100
FULLY INSURED

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Call for 
Estimates

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX
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(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
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( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured
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Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

NZOE
Roofing

Siding • Gutters
Carpentry • Painting

Flat Rubber Roofs

MICHAEL F. NASH 

& SONS INC

Family Owned

Fully Licensed and Insured 

Call Today!
617-293-7143

781-963-5055

• Landscape maintenance 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial & Residential
• House Cleaning 
  Service Available
• Free estimates

• Fence Installation
• Paving

HOME REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION

CSL #78062
HIL #178014

617-719-4200
alexisremodeling@yahoo.com

Decks, Porches, Siding, Doors 
Windows, Kitchens and Bathrooms

CSL #78062  HIL #178014

WOODWORKING CLASSES

Woodworking 
class

No experience needed

Michael 
Keohane

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

LANDSCAPING & CONSTRUCTION

Valentin
Tree removal • Down mulch • Seed or sod

Landscape construction • House Cleaning
All services  commercial & residential

Free estimate!
Call Jay 978-596-7985

Free estimate!
Call Jay 978-596-7985

landscaping
& construction

landscaping
& construction

Build Your 
BUSINESS

 
Advertise

 in the Guide

781-485-0588

Orange Line service suspended between North Station and 
Oak Grove tonight and every day through May 18 

Special to the Gazette

 The MBTA is today reminding 
riders that Orange Line service 
will be suspended between North 
Station and Oak Grove begin-
ning at approximately 8:30 PM 
on Friday, May 9, and continuing 
every day for the following nine 
days, May 10 – 18.   
 Riders can find complete in-
formation at mbta.com/Planned-
Work. More information on these 
service changes and alternate 
travel options:  
 • Free and accessible shut-
tle buses will make all stops 
between North Station and Oak 
Grove.  
 • Riders using shuttle buses 
should budget ample extra trav-
el time. For example, a rider 

traveling to Downtown Crossing 
from Oak Grove should budget 
an additional 45 – 60 minutes of 
travel time in addition to their 
regular commute.  
 • Express shuttle buses will 
also serve Oak Grove, Malden 

Center, and North Station.  
 • Accessible van service will 
be available on weekdays during 
this service change, directly 
serving all Orange Line stations 
between Oak Grove and North 
Station. Please see onsite per-

sonnel to request the accessible 
van.  
 • Riders are strongly encour-
aged to consider the Haverhill 
Commuter Rail Line for fare-free 
service to and from Oak Grove, 
Malden Center, and North Sta-

tion. Regular fares should be 
purchased beyond Oak Grove.   
 • Travel time between Oak 
Grove and North Station on the 
Haverhill Line is approximately 
20 minutes.  
 The service change is in place 
to support MassDOT’s Maf-
fa Way/Mystic Avenue Bridge 
Superstructure Replacements 
project, which will replace the 
two deteriorated bridge super-
structures and improve bicycle, 
pedestrian, and transit facilities. 
 More information is also 
available through in-station sig-
nage and public announcements. 
Transit Ambassadors and MBTA 
staff will be available on-site to 

Continued on Page 2



18 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •  MAY 9, 2025

CIVIC SUMMIT 2025: 
BE THE CHANGE
 Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced the Civic Summit 2025, 
a full day event focused on unit-
ing neighbors, civic leaders, and 
non-profit advocates. The Civic 
Summit, first hosted by the May-
or’s Office of Civic Organizing 
in 2024, will return on Satur-
day, June 7 at Boston University 
Questrom School of Business. 
 The theme for this year’s 
Summit is “Be the Change,” 
which reflects the City’s contin-
ued focus on community-driven 
progress and making Boston a 
home for everyone.
 

MAYOR MICHELLE 
WU'S NEIGHBORHOOD 
COFFEE HOURS
 June 5 | 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
 Adams Park, 4225 Washing-
ton Street
 Coffee Hours are back for 
the 2025 season! Join us at our 
Neighborhood Coffee Hour with 
Mayor Michelle Wu. Mayor Wu’s 
Neighborhood Coffee Hours are 
a unique opportunity to speak 

directly with the Mayor and staff 
from City departments about 
open space and their neighbor-
hoods.
 Rain location: BCYF Roslin-
dale Community Center
 

STAY ACTIVE THIS 
SPRING WITH THE 
ABC FOREVER YOUNG 
PROGRAM FOR OLDER 
ADULTS
 This free program, hosted by 
Boston Parks and Recreation in 
partnership with Boston Centers 
for Youth and Family (BCYF), 
offers engaging outdoor activi-
ties designed to promote active 
lifestyles, social connections and 
community spirit.
  The program will take place 
once a week on Wednesdays 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
from April through June at City 
parks. Each month brings a new 
activity, providing participants 
with opportunities to try some-
thing different in a welcoming 
environment
 

CITY OF BOSTON 
ANNOUNCES 
ANTI-DISPLACEMENT 
ACTION PLAN
 This month, the City of Bos-
ton released its draft Anti-Dis-
placement Action Plan to con-
front residential, commercial 
and cultural displacement city-
wide. The goals of this initiative 
are to:
 • Stabilize residents, includ-
ing renters and homeowners, so 
they can anchor and flourish 
here, while creating space to 
welcome new neighbors
 • Stabilize neighborhood 
commercial and creative enter-
prises, enabling their diversity 
and vibrancy
 The Action Plan reflects the 
priorities, concerns and aspira-
tions of our constituents outlined 
in two reports completed as part 
of a Discovery Phase. We want to 
hear from you. Complete our sur-
vey or email your feedback on 
the draft Action Plan during the 
45-day comment period.
 

RoslindaleNeighbors  

H A I R  •  N A I L S 
T A U P E  A N D  T E A L

6 Belgrade Ave. Roslindale, Ma.
617-325-0002 Gift Cards Available

See You In 

The Village Square

Tuesday — Saturday

 

H A I R  •  S K I N  •  N A I L S 

T A U P E  A N D  T E A L

               Concept Salon
www.centrecuts.com

6 Belgrade Ave. Roslindale, Ma.
617-325-0002 Gift Cards Available

See You In 

The Village Square

 —A BOUTIQUE —

Tuesday-Sunday    
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Routine Care.
Major Benefits.

Trusted Primary Care made easy at Angell. 
Same-week appointments available.

angell.org/primary
Jamaica Plain  |  Waltham  |  Danvers

Angell’s Primary Care is backed by
full-service veterinary care, including
specialists and advanced diagnostics.

Appointments available in
Jamaica Plain, Waltham, and Danvers.

The Denman Group is a team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 

Thinking of buying or selling? Spring into action before the competition does! 

Whether you’re relocating, upsizing, or downsizing, we’re here to guide you 
every step of the way. Contact us to learn about homes coming soon in 
Roslindale, Jamaica Plain, West Roxbury, and across Greater Boston.

Experience sells homes.

Ellen Grubert + Janis Lippman
The Denman Group
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com
617.869.0496

What’s Happening in Roslindale 

Continued on page 19
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FIT TO FUNCTION 
CERTIFIED AS AN 
AGE-FRIENDLY 
BUSINESSES
 Fit to Function, a fitness 
studio located on Belgrade 
Ave, became Roslindale’s new-
est age-friendly business, as 
determined by the City’s Age 
Strong Commission. They join 
Centre Cuts Salon, the Roslin-
dale Fish Market, Rozzie Bound 
Co-op Bookstore, the Coopera-
tive Bank and the Roslindale 
BPL branch on the list of Rozzie 
establishments with this desig-
nation. If you have an idea for 
a business that might be a good 
candidate for age-friendly certi-
fication, please reach out!
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY 
OF PLAY!
 June 11 | 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. | 
Boston City Hall | 1 City Hall 
Square
 Join the City of Boston and 

friends to celebrate and experi-
ence the power of play on June 
11, the first International Day of 
Play! 
 This family-friendly event 
is free and open to the public. 
Guests will be able to celebrate 
and experience the power of play! 
The day will be filled with sports, 
biking, board games, bubbles, 
ping pong, arts and crafts, dance 
and music and many more fun 
and powerful play opportunities.
 

2025 OCEAN 
AWARENESS CONTEST
 Submissions are OPEN for 
the 14th annual Bow Seat Ocean 
Awareness Contest – Connec-
tions to Nature, Looking Inside, 
Going Outside. The 2025 Contest 
encourages students to explore 
the natural world and their 
place in it through the lenses of 
generational knowledge, human 
health, urban environments, re-

siliency, and more.
 Submit works of visual art, 
creative writing, poetry, spoken 
word, music, dance, film, and 
multimedia for a chance to win 
cash awards of up to $1,000 and 
to join the world’s largest envi-

ronmental youth community for 
the creative arts! The Contest 
is free to enter and open to stu-
dents worldwide, ages 11-18.
 Submit by June 9, 2025.

Happenings
Continued from page 1

RoslindaleNeighbors  

THE SQUARE ROOT

providing amazing coffee, 

pastries, breakfast, lunch 

and evening items, a live 

entertainment venue, 

complete with craft beer 

and wine.

All we need is you!

2 Corinth Street

Roslindale, 

MA  02131

617-477-3392

www.squarerootrozzie.com

AGES 5-14

WWW.TWDANCE.COM | TWDCINFO@GMAIL.COM

TONY WILLIAMS DANCE CENTER

WE HAVE MANY GIFTS FOR MOM IN-STORE
LET US HELP YOU FIND THE PERFECT ONE!

Birch St. House & Garden
760 South St ~ Roslindale

www.birchsthouseandgarden.com

Mother's Day
GIFT IDEAS

ME-TIME CRAFT HOME DECOR MORNING COFFEE

730 Center Street, JP 02130
617-983-5177 • www.jpseafoodcafe.com

We’re open 
Tuesdays thru Sundays 

12 Noon to 9pm

Inside Seating | Delivery & Pick-up
Voted Best Asian Restaurant!!

in
“Best of JP”

2001-2007, 2012 & 2014-2017, 2018 - 2020, 2021, 2022
Jamaica Plain Gazette

Enjoy Springtime!!

ADVERTISE IN THE GAZETTE - for rates and information, please call 781-485-0588
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By michael couGhlin jr.
 
 Last week, an abutters meet-
ing was held regarding a propos-
al from Green T Coffee Shop, 
located at 873 South Street in 
Roslindale, to obtain an all-alco-
hol license and extend its hours.
 Braden Armstrong, the owner 
of Green T Coffee Shop, shared 
his vision regarding the license 
request and emphasized that the 
establishment would not become 
a bar.
 “My vision is to offer people 
a place to have draft beer and 
wine in a quiet atmosphere on a 
Saturday afternoon coming back 
from Fallon Field,” he said.
 “Pop in, have an IPA or an 
ale, and just enjoy the scene.”
 He reiterated that the coffee 
shop would not turn into a bar 
and that there are no plans for 
live music or televisions. “The 
whole purpose is to give peo-
ple a nice quiet place to have a 
pint, [converse] with their person 
and just enjoy the evening,” said 
Armstrong.  
 As for why Armstrong is pur-
suing an all-alcohol license in-
stead of a beer and wine license, 
he indicated that he wants to 
have the option to offer hot tod-
dies in the winter, Irish coffee, 
and potentially have adult game 
nights and scotch tastings.
 “I don’t have any plans to 

bring in any bottles aside from 
possibly a bottle of whiskey for 
Irish coffees, hot toddies, that 
sort of thing,” he said.
 He also provided preliminary 
plans for an appetizer-based 
menu that may include fried 
pickle chips and charcuterie 
boards.
 Armstrong also responded 
to potential noise concerns he 
heard from neighbors and noted 
that there would not be any noise 
from the coffee shop itself or 
things like music; the only noise 
would be from patrons inside.
 “I can’t imagine it would be 
any louder than a busy Satur-
day afternoon, which you really 
can’t hear outside the building 
anyway.”
 Regarding the proposed in-
crease in hours, Armstrong ex-
plained that the establishment 
is currently open from 6:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. daily. The newly pro-
posed hours are to retain those 
aforementioned hours, Sunday 
through Wednesday, and be open 
from 6:00 a.m. to as late as 11:00 
p.m., Thursday through Satur-
day.
 However, it should be noted 
that even though the application 
for these changes requests an 
11:00 p.m. closing hour, Arm-
strong indicated that he would 
like to stay open until 10:00 p.m. 
and requested 11:00 p.m. since 

it’s easier to close earlier than 
to request a later closing time.
 Following the presentation, 
those in attendance offered com-
ments and asked questions.
 One resident supported the 
idea and asked a couple of ques-
tions. The first question per-
tained to the requested license, 
and Armstrong explained that 
it is a non-transferable license 
that stays with the business and 
would return to the city if the 
business were sold.
 The same resident also won-
dered when alcohol would begin 
being served, and Armstrong 
was unsure of what was allowed 
but said he could not picture it 
being sold before 1:00 p.m.
 An abutter on Walter Street 
shared some concerns, mainly 
about potential parking increas-
es. Specifically, the abutter not-
ed that patrons already block 
their driveway routinely.
 Armstrong noted that he 

spoke with the city and got 
20-minute parking for his cus-
tomers to help alleviate the is-
sues. He also did not foresee an 
increase in parking at the site 
due to the sale of alcohol.
 Another abutter on Hewlett 
Street seemed concerned about 
the proposed hours, saying he 
preferred having them earlier 
but acknowledged that it might 
not be an issue.
 The abutter also seemed to 
like the idea of starting with the 
10:00 p.m. closure and adjusting 
it if there are issues.
 “My plan is to close at 10:00 
p.m. and just give that hour for 
time for people to finish their 
drinks and leave, but no serving 
or no letting anybody else in af-
ter 10:00 p.m.,” said Armstrong.
 “Again, that can go to 9:00 
p.m., 8:00 p.m., I really don’t 
want to turn that into a bar.” He 
also mentioned that the drinks 
would be priced appropriately 

and that the offerings would not 
be something that would attract 
a college crowd, such as pitchers 
of beer.
 As the discussion continued, 
other residents voiced their sup-
port for the proposal. Addition-
ally, another abutter on Walter 
Street, who indicated they sup-
ported the establishment, had 
concerns about noise and poten-
tial congregation on the corner.
 Ultimately, Armstrong said 
he appreciated the input from at-
tendees as the meeting wrapped 
up. As for the next steps in this 
process, Jeremie Bembury, a city 
community engagement special-
ist who ran the meeting, indi-
cated that this proposal will go 
before the local civic group and 
the licensing board after that.
 To comment or ask questions 
about the proposal, email Bem-
bury at jeremie.bembury2@bos-
ton.gov.

The Gazette welcomes letters to the  editor. Word limit: 500.  
 Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publication.  Letters  may be emailed to 
 letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.  Please include address and telephone number for 

verification purposes. Anonymous letters will not be published.  More information:  617-524-7662
PLEASE WRITE…

RoslindaleNeighbors  

ROSLINDALE
House of Pizza
Family Owned and Operated for 30 years 

4168 Washington St. 
Roslindale Square. Across from Target store

Playoff & Game Day Favorites! 
Relax & Enjoy the Games ~ Leave the Cooking to us!

Enjoy a Great Slice of Pizza!
(617) 327-9170

SCENES FROM CENTRE SOUTH MAIN STREETS 
PUB CRAWL IN ROSLINDALE

Pub Crawl participants go on the bus at Roslindale Village to head to Jeanie Johnston.

Green T Coffee Shop looking to secure an all-alcohol license
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offer information and assistance 
during these service changes. 
Riders are encouraged to sub-
scribe to T-Alerts or to follow 
the MBTA on X @MBTA for up-
to-date service information. 
 For more information, please 
visit mbta.com/PlannedWork 
or connect with the T on X @
MBTA, Facebook /TheMBTA, 
Instagram @theMBTA, Threads 
@thembta, or TikTok @thembta. 
 The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA) opened America’s first 
subway tunnel in 1897, pioneer-
ing public transportation in the 
United States. Today, the MBTA 
is one of the largest public transit 
systems in the country, operat-
ing an extensive network of sub-
way, bus, Commuter Rail, ferry, 
and paratransit services across 
176 cities and towns. The MBTA 
is undergoing a transformative 
period, focusing on cultivating a 
culture of safety and excellence, 
modernizing infrastructure, 
and improving reliability and 
accessibility. Current priorities 
include accelerating critical in-
frastructure repairs, expanding 
accessibility, and reducing emis-
sions. The MBTA is committed to 
providing dependable, frequent, 
and accessible service that rid-
ers can rely on while supporting 
the region’s economic vitality. 
Through initiatives like the un-
precedented Track Improvement 
Program, Bus Network Rede-
sign, and Rail Vision, the MBTA 
aims to connect communities and 
improve riders’ daily experiences 
and trips. For questions or as-

sistance, riders are encouraged 
to contact the MBTA Customer 
Center at 617-222-3200. Mem-
bers of the press are encouraged 
to contact mediarelations@mbta.

com. For the latest updates on 
MBTA services, projects, and 
initiatives, visit MBTA.com or 
follow @MBTA on social media.

RoslindaleNeighbors  

Bringing Martial Arts to the 
JP community since 2013

JP Martial Arts Academy | 363D Centre St.

Classes for 
kids & adults!

• Brazilian Jiu JItsu
• Karate

• Kobudo
• Kickboxing

• Yoga

• Self defense 
workshops

• Private training 
available upon 

request

Sign up for your Free Sign up for your Free 
trial class today!trial class today!

781-530-7974
jpmartialartsacademy.com

If you’d like for your scholar to go above and 
beyond their current achievement level or 

prep for major testing, call me! 

 

• Beginning through      
Advanced Reading

• Vocabulary Development
• English Language          

Improvement

• Close Reading and   
Comprehension

• Subject-Area Writing and 
Composition
• Study Skills

READING & LANGUAGE SKILLS

untiredteacher@gmail.com
A retired teacher who's never tired of teaching!

Weeks of Weeks of June 24 and 30, July 7, 14, 21 June 24 and 30, July 7, 14, 21 & 28& 28

ART ART ** Voice  Voice ** Drama  Drama **  
DanceDance

WhereWhere: Spontaneous Celebrations
45 Danforth Street, Jamaica Plain
Time: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. w/ Ext. Day option

Cost: $450 per week (4-day week (6/24, 6/30) $360) 
Extended day: $25/day. $80/wk 

$25. non-refundable registration fee
For more info.  kidstogetherinthearts.net or call: 617.595.5274

Kids…Together in the ARTS!!!
Summer 2025

$50 Sibling 
Discount 
Available 

ALL AGES
WELCOME!

WORKSHOPS
MUSIC

ARTS + CRAFTS
FOOD

VENDORS
CHAIR MASSAGE

TAROT
AND MORE!

R A D I C A LR A D I C A L   
W E L L N E S SW E L L N E S S   

F A I RF A I R

The Meeting Point’s Annual

3464 Washington St
Jamaica Plain, MA

SATURDAY, JUNE 21ST, 2025
12-4PM

INDOOR 
AND

OUTDOOR

Orange Line
Continued from page 17

SCENES FROM CENTRE SOUTH MAIN STREETS PUB CRAWL IN ROSLINDALE

Midnight Morning bartender 
Roberto Reyes kept the good 
times flowing.

Liz and Kaitie were heading to 
visit Antonio’s Bacari in Hyde 
Park from Midnight Morning. 

Peter and Melissa McManus enjoy some beer and a quick 
game of chess together at Midnight Morning.

Centre South Main Streets 
Board member Kate Raisz and 
President Michael Reiskind.
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editoriaL

The U.S. today: From
brain gain to brain drain

 The founders of the greatest American companies (at least as measured by their stock-market caps) 
are Bill Gates of Microsoft, Jensen Huang of Nvidia, Elon Musk of Tesla and Space X, Mark Zuckerberg 
of Meta (Facebook), the late Steve Jobs of Apple, Sergey Brin of Alphabet (Google) and Jeff Bezos of 
Amazon.
 All seven share one of two things in common: Six went to top U.S. universities (Harvard for Gates 
and Zuckerberg; Stanford for Huang and Brin; Princeton for Bezos; and Pennsylvania for Musk) and 
five either themselves are immigrants (Musk, Huang, and Brin) or they are first-generation immigrants 
(Jobs’s father was a Syrian immigrant and Bezos’s adoptive father was a Cuban immigrant).
 This is nothing new. America always has relied upon its immigrants and its universities to lead the 
way for American supremacy. This was especially true during WWII when the U.S. developed the atomic 
bomb thanks to a team of scientists (most of whom were foreign-born and working at the University 
of Chicago) that was led by physicist Robert Oppenheimer. Oppenheimer would have made the above 
list for two reasons: He was both Harvard-educated and the son of a German immigrant.
 According to the Nobel Prize website, since 1901, there have been 148 prize recipients who were 
foreign-born individuals who either had immigrated permanently to the United States or were at a 
U.S. institution of higher learning at the time they received the award. These 148 individuals account 
for 16 percent of all Nobel Laureates.
 Yet it is precisely these two great pillars of America’s historic economic and technological strength 
-- our world-renowned universities and our immigrants -- that are on the verge of being destroyed. By 
attacking the former, we are discouraging the latter from coming to America.
 The smartest and hardest-working individuals from across the globe -- who always have viewed 
America as the foremost country in the world where they could develop their ideas at the world’s greatest 
scientific research institutions -- are either leaving or not coming because the welcome mat has been 
pulled from our doorstep.
 Nations in Europe and Asia, whose leaders are mystified by our sudden ignorance and xenophobia, 
are rushing to fill the vacuum by offering grants and opportunities to world-class scientists that pre-
viously had been monopolized by the United States. 
 We are entering the equivalent of the Dark Ages -- and for the first time ever in our history, the 
United States is now facing the prospect of a brain drain, as opposed to being the beneficiary of a brain 
gain.

Will we have flu and
COVID vaccines this fall?

 The actions reportedly being taken by Secretary of Health Robert F. Kennedy Jr. to impede the 
development of the flu and COVID vaccines for this coming year call into question whether these 
life-saving vaccines will be available for Americans this fall.
 Annual flu and COVID shots are the best protection for all Americans from these two diseases, 
especially for senior citizens and those with compromised immune systems. Approximately 40,000 
Americans die each year from the flu, of whom about 80% are over the age of 65. It is estimated that 
the annual vaccines prevent about seven million illnesses, three million doctor visits, 100,000 hospital 
stays, and 7,000 deaths. A substantial percentage of those who die from the flu are unvaccinated.
 As for COVID-19, there were 76,446 deaths in the U.S. from COVID-19 in 2023, the vast majority 
among the elderly, the oldest of whom are 97 times more likely to die from a COVD-19 infection than 
a person under the age of 20. In addition, the lingering effects of COVID-19, known as long COVID, 
impact tens of thousands more Americans.
 The flu vaccine is forward-looking. Scientists examine the data of the various strains floating around 
the world and then make a guess as to which ones will be most-prevalent in the coming winter season, 
and a vaccine is developed to target those strains.
 However, the COVID vaccine looks only at the present, with the vaccines aiming to target the most 
prevalent variants at the time the vaccines are being developed. COVID always is mutating, so it is 
impossible to know what variant will come next. However, even though the COVID vaccines are outdat-
ed to some extent by the time most people receive them, the vaccine still offers substantial protection 
against the disease.
 However, whether these life-saving vaccines, which must go through an approval process before 
the FDA, will be ready in time for the fall flu and COVID season is an open question given the games-
manship being displayed by RFK Jr., who reportedly is creating new barriers in the approval process.
 These vaccines literally are a matter of life and death for America’s ever-aging population, but it 
would seem that those in charge these days could care less -- and that we are all just one big experiment 
for their dangerous and off-the-wall “theories.”

Dear Editor,
 May 3rd was City Feed and 
Supply's 25th anniversary! 
 We opened our Boylston 
Street store 25 years ago on the 
day of Wake Up The Earth Fes-
tival in 2000.

 To celebrate our 25th anni-
versary we had a jazz duo play 
in the outdoor seating area from 
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.  2 sets of jazz 
standards; Lenka Molcanyiova 

Thank you for the memories 
and the support!

Letter

Lenka Molcanyiova playing saxophone and Nadav Brenner 
playing bass.

Continued on Page 23
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Shown at right: a jazz duo performs outside of City 
Feed Supplu on opening day.

playing saxophone and Nadav 
Brenner playing bass. We are a 
proud sponsor of Spontaneous 
Celebration's Wake Up the 
Earth festival for the last 25 
years!  WUTE is always a great 
neighborhood celebration.
 Thanks to all our friends, cus-

tomers and neighbors 
who have supported 
the store over the last 
25 years! 
 It is a privilege 
to serve and be part 
of the Jamaica Plain 
neighborhood. 

Kristine & David 
and all the folks 
at City Feed and 

Supply!

Special to the Gazette

 Mayor Michelle Wu  an-
nounced that the City of Boston 
joined a lawsuit with cities and 
counties from across the United 
States to challenge the Trump 
Administration’s  move to cancel 
$3.6 billion in grants for housing 
and homelessness prevention.
 The suit challenges the move 
by the Trump Administration to 
withhold nearly $48 million in 
previously-awarded funding for 
Boston to fight homelessness. 
The Administration’s actions 
threaten billions in funding from 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s Con-
tinuum of Care (CoC) program, 
the single largest source of feder-
al funding Boston and other cit-
ies use to address homelessness. 
 “The Trump Administration 
is threatening to hold up nearly 
$48 million for Boston to tackle 
homelessness unless our City 
complies with unconstitutional 
Executive Orders,” said Mayor 

Michelle Wu. “We are joining 
other cities and counties across 
the country to protect critical 
funding to prevent homelessness 
and house families in need. Bos-
ton will not back down on mak-
ing our city a home for everyone.”
 The Continuum of Care pro-
gram supports individuals ex-
periencing homelessness and 
formerly homeless Boston resi-
dents with finding stable hous-
ing connected to health care, 
counseling, and other supportive 
services. Each year, the City of 
Boston works with local non-
profit organizations to assist 
more than 2,000 households ex-
periencing homelessness —indi-
viduals, families, young adults, 
and veterans. These services are 
part of Boston’s broader “housing 
first” strategy, which focuses on 
helping people move into sta-
ble housing as quickly as possi-
ble with supports to help them 
stay housed. The actions by the 
Trump Administration threaten 

these resources and the housing 
that the City and its partners are 
able to provide. 
 The new requirements from 
the federal government would 
force Boston and other cities to 
make legal promises that con-
flict with local laws, values, and 
long-standing efforts to support 
residents and connect them with 
stable housing. These include 
conditions related to immigra-
tion enforcement, health care, 
DEI, and how cities support 
transgender and gender-diverse 
individuals. If Boston agreed to 
these terms and was later found 
to be out of compliance based 
on this federal administration's 
unfounded and unsupported in-
terpretation of the laws, the City 
could be forced to pay back all the 
grant money—up to three times 
the original amount—leaving 
thousands of residents without 
housing support and putting the 
City in an unnecessary position 
financially.

 Each year, the Continuum of 
Care program funds services in 
Boston such as permanent sup-
portive housing for people with 
disabilities, rapid re-housing for 
those exiting homelessness, and 
transitional housing for survi-
vors of domestic violence and 
others in crisis. More than 18 
nonprofit organizations receive 
this funding annually to do their 
work, including Metro Housing | 
Boston, Pine Street Inn, Home-
Start, and Casa Myrna. These 
groups also employ more than 
125 people with this support.
 “Our nonprofit partners work 
every day to make sure our most 
vulnerable residents have the 
housing and the support services 
that they need to stabilize their 
lives,” said Sheila Dillon, Chief 
of Housing. “The Continuum 
of Care federal funding is too 

important to be compromised 
by the federal administration’s 
unrelated policy agenda.”  
 "We cannot allow the federal 
government to abdicate our col-
lective responsibility to provide 
housing for our homeless and 
neediest residents, including 
veterans and those struggling 
with mental health issues. Bos-
ton will continue to fight for 
critical funding to care for our 
residents and will protect their 
basic rights," said Council Pres-
ident Ruthzee Louijeune.
 Boston joins seven other ju-
risdictions in filing this lawsuit 
in the federal Western District 
of Washington, including King 
County, WA; the City of New 
York, NY; the City of Columbus, 
OH; the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA and Pierce County 
and Snohomish County, WA.

EMAIL YOUR AD TO 
 CLASSIFIEDS@JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM. 
 For more info. call 781-485-0588

SERVICES

David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 
617-676-5676.

HEDGE CUTTING: Looking for help landscaping? Call Glenn 617-477-
7669

—— Classifieds ——

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.

SU25C0259CA
In the matter of:
Tamara P. Pitts

A Petition to Change Name 
of Adult has been filed by 
Tamara P. Pitts of Jamaica 
Plain, MA requesting that 
the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:
Tamara P. Wilcher-Pitts
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may 
appear for purposes of 
objecting to the petition 

by filing an appearance 
at:Suffolk Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m.on the return date 
of 05/22/2025. This 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 29, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

5/09/25
JP 

LEGAL NOTICE
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO EXPAND THE 
POWERS OF A 

GUARDIAN

Docket No. 
SU18P0010GD

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court
Probate and 
Family Court

Suffolk Probate 
and Family Court 

24 New Chardon Street 
Boston MA, 02114

In the Interests of: Diana 
Slaton Rideaux of: Jamai-

ca Plain, MA
RESPONDENT Incapacitated 
Person/Protected Person

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested 
persons, a petition has 
been filed by DMH c/o 
Office of General Counsel 
of Westborough, MA 
in the above captioned 
matter requesting that the 
court: Expand the powers 
of a Guardian of the 
Respondent.
The petition asks the court 
to make a determination 

that the powers of the 
Guardian and/or Conser-
vator should be expanded, 
modified, or limited since 
the time of the appoint-
ment. The original petition 
is on file with the court.
You have the right to 
object to this proceeding.  
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance at 
this court on or before 
10:00 AM on the return 
date of 05/15/2025. This 
day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the 
written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If 
you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken 
in this matter without 
further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating 

the specific facts and 
grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the 
return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 
right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person 
has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. 
If the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: April 17, 2025
Stephanie Everett
Register of Probate

5/9/25
JP

Letter
Continued from page 22

Boston joins national lawsuit to save homelessness prevention funding

Kristine Cortese and David Warner Circa 2000.
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6 6 a  B o y l s t o n  S t r e e t
    6 7 2  C e n t r e  S t r e e t

T w o  J a m a i c a  P l a i n  L o c a t i o n s !  


