
JPNC Zoning Comm. rejects 
variances for 12 unit building 
at  561-579 Centre St.
By Gazette Staff

 The Zoning Committee of the 
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood 
Council (JPNC) held the first of 
its two meetings this month on 
Wednesday, May 7. Chair David 
Baron and fellow members Wil-
lie Mitchell, Peg Treble, Kevin 
Leary, Bernie Doherty, David 
Seldin, Andrea Howley, and Kev-

in Moloney were on hand for the 
session, as was Caroline Peters, 
who is the representative to JP 
from Mayor Wu’s office,
 The first item on the agenda 
was a continuance of a matter 
from April for the proposed proj-
ect at 10 Westerly Rd. Nicholas 
Best, the owner and developer 
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 CELEBRATING 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY AT 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB

The Brendan Behan Pub was a sought-after destination 
to celebrate St Patrick’s Day with some Guinness, good 
friends, and good times. Pictured above, Ruairi Scott, 
Conor Magee, Chris Losty, and Cormac Eastwood came 
over from Ireland to see how we celebrate St Patrick’s 
Day in Boston.  Right, aspiring actor Carly Calbreath 
reads Secrets Of Voiceover Secrets in the back patio. 
Below, a look at Brendan Behan Pub on St Patrick’s Day. 
See Pages 10 and 11 for more photos.

Staff RepoRt

The Housing and Development 
Committee (HDC) of the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council 
(JPNC) held a regular monthly 
meeting this past Tuesday.

Chairperson Renee Stacey 
Welch and the committee and 
community members who were 
in attendance took up a number 
of issues.

The committee initially elected 
new members to fill its vacant 
seats. The JPNC’s by-laws pro-

vide that each of its sub-commit-
tees may have five members who 
are members of the full JPNC and 
10 who are community members.

There were four candidates, 
Danielle Sommer, Lorenzo Bar-
toloni, Omer Hecht, and Peter 
DeCotis, all of whom are mem-
bers of the full JPNC, for the two 
open seats for JPNC members.

After each presented the rea-
sons why they desired to serve 

Special to the Gazette

Last Saturday afternoon, 
friends and family gathered at 
the Loring Greenough House to 
celebrate the Life and Service of 
long-time Jamaica Plain resident 
Karen Wepsic, who passed away 
on October 15, 2022.

The Invocation and Benedic-
tion were given by Rev. Ashlee 
Wiest-Laird of the First Baptist 
Church.  Other speakers who 
spoke were from the Footlight 
Club, MIT Sailing, Fenway Gar-
den Society, Peterborough Senior 
Center, the Jamaica Pond As-
sociation, and the Mission Hill 
and Fenway/South End neigh-
borhoods.

The following is taken from 
the memorial booklet that was 
available:

 Karen Wepsic was born 1938, 
the only child of parents Nils 
Okland (sea captain) and Sof-

ie Okland of Norway; Raised in 
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, Elementary 
school PS104, Karen maintained 
a “Victory Garden” in Brooklyn, 
an activity she would carry with 

JPNC Housing Committee elects 
three new members; hears of plans
for 1822 Arboretum Rd. project

Residents gather to celebrate 
the life of Karen Wepsic
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The program from the service.
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units at 3430-3440 
Washington St. project
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55 NEW TREES COMING TO

JAMAICAWAY THIS MONTH
PHOTOS COURTESY OF EMERALD NECKLACE CONSERVANCY

This month, the Emerald Necklace Conservancy is excited to be planting 55 new trees along 
the Jamaicaway! Nine species of trees were hand-picked by Conservancy field operations staff 
to stay consistent with the historic characteristics of the Jamaicaway while also being tolerant 
to road salt and other urban conditions. The plantings will include improved soil, with the 
addition of gypsum to help with salt and biochar to help with water retention. The young trees 
will also receive mulch, fencing, staking and watering bags. The Conservancy is grateful for the 
advocacy of Senator Michael Rush, who secured funding from the Massachusetts Department 
of Conservation and Recreation that allowed the Conservancy to lead this community-supported 
process. Keep an eye out this month for planting crews along the parkway!

By Gazette Staff

 The Boston Planning and De-
velopment Agency (BPDA) held 
a community meeting this past 
Monday evening regarding the 
proposed development for 3430 
& 3440 Washington St.
 Ebony DaRosa, a Project 
Manager with the BPDA, chaired 
the session that was held via 
Zoom. This was the second com-
munity meeting for the project 
under the auspices of the BPDA, 
the first having been held last 
October.
 The developers also have 
been making the rounds to meet 
with various JP neighborhood 
associations in recent months.

 The proposed project will con-
sist of two buildings that will 
sit across from each other on 
Rockvale Circle. Together they 
will contain 236 rental units 
and approximately 6340 sq. ft. 
of ground floor commercial space 
with 100 garage parking spaces. 
There will be 234 resident bicycle 
parking spaces and 54 visitor 
bicycle spaces.
 The two sites presently are 
the locations of Acme Auto Body 
(3430 Wash. St.) and Hatoff’s 
gasoline station (3440 Wash St.). 
The new building at 3430 Wash-
ington St. will be six stories high 
and the one at 3440 will be five 

Continued on page 3
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All hotel shelters across state to close this summer 
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Special to the Gazette

Gov. Maura Healey announced 
that her administration’s plan 
to close all hotel shelters is six 
months ahead of schedule, with 
the remaining 32 hotels expected 
to close this summer. Governor 
Healey had previously directed 
all hotel shelters to be closed by 
the end of 2025. 
 A new report shows that, as 
of April 30, only 32 hotel shel-
ters remain, down from a peak 
of 100 in the summer of 2023, 
a 68-percent decrease. These 
decreases are a result of a num-
ber of reforms Governor Healey 
made to reduce caseloads and the 
cost of the state’s Emergency As-
sistance family shelter system, 
including a six-month length 
of stay requirement, workforce 
training and job placement for 
residents, and increased case 
management to help families 
find stable housing. The total 
number of families in shelter 
recently dropped below 5,000 
for the first time since July 2023 
and is expected to drop below 
4,000 families this summer – six 
months ahead of schedule. 
 “When we took office, home-
less families were being placed in 
hotel shelters across the state,” 
said Governor Healey. “A hotel 
is no place to raise a family, and 
they are the least cost effective...
We also promised to close all 
hotel shelters by the end of the 
year.”
 “I’m pleased that we are 
ahead of schedule, with more 
families getting jobs and moving 
to stable housing.” 

 “Closing hotel shelters is es-
sential to making sure that fam-
ilies are set up for success and to 
save our state hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars a year,” said Lt. 
Gov. Kim Driscoll. “We’re grate-
ful to our team and partners for 
working so hard to help families 
leave shelter for stable housing, 
which is better for families and 
better for taxpayers.” 
 “We want to express our deep 
appreciation for the extraordi-
nary work of the frontline teams, 
who are vital partners in sup-
porting families throughout this 
crisis,” said Housing and Livable 
Communities Secretary Ed Au-
gustus. “Shelter providers and 
their staff played a critical role 
in rapidly scaling up services to 
meet an unprecedented surge 
in need. Their dedication and 
agility ensured that thousands 
of families across the state had 
access to safe shelter and sup-
port at a time when it was most 
needed. We are also grateful to 
the communities and partners 
who have come together to sup-
port families throughout this 
emergency.”
 The report details the state’s 
history with turning to hotels 
and motels to shelter homeless 
families. In 2014, 1,500 families 
were being sheltered in hotels 
across the state. The previous 
administration turned to hotels 
again in 2022 as the number of 
families seeking shelter began 
to dramatically increase due to 
the housing crisis, failed federal 
immigration policy, and a lack of 
safeguards to control the expan-
sion of the shelter system. 

 Due to declining caseload, the 
Norfolk Rapid Shelter located at 
the former Bay State Correction-
al Center and the Revere CSR 
site at the Revere Quality Inn 
will close this summer. Addition-
ally, the Lowell Inn and Confer-
ence Center will transition from 
a Bridge Track shelter site to a 
Rapid Track shelter and CSR 
site in July. 
 The Healey-Driscoll Adminis-
tration inherited two dual chal-
lenges when it arrived in office in 
2023: an unprecedented surge of 
families seeking emergency shel-
ter and a flawed shelter system 
that was ill-equipped to handle 

such a surge. To meet this un-
precedented challenge, Governor 
Healey initiated a number of 
reforms to lower the caseload, re-
duce taxpayer costs and improve 
safety. 
 Governor Healey declared a 
state of emergency and imposed 
a cap on the system at 7,500 
families in 2023. She also worked 
with the Legislature to reform 
the Right to Shelter law. That 
includes requiring proof of Mas-
sachusetts residency as well as 
the requirement that all family 
members have lawful immigra-
tion status, with limited exemp-
tions. Governor Healey imposed 

mandatory CORI checks for all 
adults before entry into the sys-
tem. 
 As a result of Governor 
Healey’s actions, caseloads and 
costs have decreased. The num-
ber of families in shelter dropped 
below 5,000 for the first time 
since July 2023. Since the start 
of 2025, double the number of 
families have exited shelter (ap-
proximately 2,500) than have 
entered shelter (approximately 
1,100). Approximately 85-90 per-
cent of families seeking shelter 
are now longtime Massachusetts 
families.

Special to the Gazette

 Moments that felt like Hozi-
er’s yell: releasing 1000+ trout 
into Jamaica Pond with @mass-
wildlife
 Every spring, over 1,000 trout 
are stocked into this glacial ket-
tle pond thanks to our partners 

at @masswildlife. On Friday, we 
continued 25 years of tradition 
gathering with experts from the 
Mass Department of Fish and 
Game and students from the 
@bostonschools Curley K-8 to 
learn about trout and help intro-
duce them to their new home.
 Stocking programs like this 

one support healthy ecosystems 
and provide opportunities for 
outdoor recreation and environ-
mental education. With a per-
mit, visitors can enjoy fishing at 
Jamaica Pond–a peaceful way 
to connect with nature, learn pa-
tience, and enjoy time outdoors.

Special to the Gazette

 For many of us, Memorial 
Day weekend marks the unoffi-
cial start of summer, when many 
people dust off their grills to cele-
brate the holiday and prepare for 
outdoor cooking in the warmer 
months ahead. As they do, the 
National Fire Protection Associ-
ation® (NFPA®) offers import-
ant safety tips and guidelines 
to help ensure that the grilling 
season remains fire-safe.  
 “Cookouts and outdoor grill-
ing can be a great way to spend 
time with friends and family, 
but they do present potential 
risks,” said Lorraine Carli, vice 
president of Outreach and Advo-
cacy at NFPA. “Over Memorial 
Day weekend and throughout 
the summer, we want everyone 
to be aware of where and when 
grilling fires tend to happen, 
along with steps they can take 
to help prevent them.” 
 NFPA data show that be-

tween 2019 and 2023, gas grills 
were involved in an average of 
9,287 home fires per year, in-
cluding 4,682 structure fires and 
4,605 outdoor fires. In roughly 
one-fifth (20%) of these fires, 
the grill had not been cleaned. 
In addition, an annual average 
of 21,682 patients went to emer-
gency rooms because of grill-re-
lated injuries between 2020 and 
2024, according to data from the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission.  
 “By following simple safety 
precautions, people can greatly 
reduce the risk of grilling fires 
and associated risks,” said Carli. 
 Here are NFPA tips, recom-
mendations, and resources for 
using outdoor grills safely:
 • For propane grills, check 
the gas tank for leaks. (Watch 
NFPA’s video on how to check 
for leaks.)
 • Keep your grill clean. Make 
sure to remove all grease and fat 
buildup from the grills and the 

trays below.  
 • Place the grill far from your 
home, deck railings, eaves, or 
overhanging branches.  
 • Before lighting your 
gas-powered grill, always make 
sure the lid is open. 
 • Keep children and pets at 
least three feet away from the 
grilling area.  
 • If you use starter fluid 
with charcoal grilling, only use 
charcoal starter fluid. Never add 
charcoal fluid or any other flam-
mable liquids to the fire once it’s 
been lit. When you finish grill-
ing, let the coals cool completely 
before disposing them in a metal 
container.  
 • Never leave your grill un-
attended when in use. 
 For additional grilling safety 
information, check out the NFPA 
podcast episode, a blog post on 
fire code grill requirements, or 
a video on some lesser-known 
grilling safety tips. 

The Trout have been stocked at Jamaica Pond

NFPA provides top grilling safety tips for Memorial Day and beyond
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stories high. The plan includes 
townhouse-style units in the 
rear of both buildings facing the 
neighbors.
 A three-story condominium 
complex on Rockvale Ave. abuts 
the rear of the Hatoff’s site. The 
remainder of the neighborhood 
on Rockvale Circle and Kenton 
Rd. consists primarily of single 
and two-family homes.
 Joe Hassell, the project’s de-
veloper, and architect Marc Sul-
livan presented the details of the 
project with slides.
 “There originally were 262 
units in the project, but after 
meeting with community mem-
bers, the number was reduced 
to 236,” said Sullivan, who noted 
that 23.48 percent of the apart-
ments -- 54 of the 236 -- will 
be affordable per the City of 
Boston’s JP/ROX  inclusionary 
guidelines which were developed 
in 2017 and that allows for high-
er-density.
 Of the 54 affordable units,16 
will have rents at 50 percent of 
the area median income (AMI), 
30 will be at 70 percent of AMI, 
and eight will be at 110 per-
cent of AMI. There will be 25 
multi-bedroom, family-intend-
ed-use units.
 Sullivan noted that changes 
to the proposal since its incep-
tion in response to residents’ 
concerns and suggestions have 
included the reduction in the 
number of apartment units, an 
increase in the amount of open 
space, an increase in the rear set-
backs, and changes in aesthetic 
and design concepts, including a 
“step-back” design for the upper 
floors.
 Sullivan emphasized that the 
height of the proposed buildings 
is consistent with the height of 
both existing and future build-
ings along the Washington St. 
corridor.
 The comments from the res-
idents in attendance generally 
fell into three camps: Those who 
completely support the project 

(and who would have wanted to 
see an even-larger building with 
more units); those who support 
the project, but who expressed 
their dismay with at the lack of 
“deeply affordable” units (30% of 
area median income, also known 
as AMI); and those who gen-
erally support the project, but 
who lamented its size and what 
they perceive will be its adverse 
effects on the neighborhood.
 Eric Herot spoke in favor of 
the project, citing the dire need 
for housing, and advocated for 
more units and a taller building.
 Chris Vaughan also spoke in 
favor of the project, favorably 
noting the high percentage of 
affordable units, which will ex-
ceed the usual 15-20% of most 
new construction in the area.
 Chaton Green, a Roxbury res-
ident who is the Business Agent 
for the Boston Trade Unions, 
asked whether the developer 
would commit to using union 
labor and ensuring that the 
workers will receive family-sus-
taining wages and benefits. 
 “We are committed to explor-
ing the possibility of the union 
bidding out and pricing this. Our 
goal is to work with you and 
hopefully work together,” said 
Hassell.
 Cathryn Stein asked about 
the number of family units, to 
which Hassell responded that 
many of the apartments will be 
family-size units with rents at 
the lower AMI (50%) figure.
 Lucas Gruner also lauded the 
project, advocating for roadway 
and sidewalk improvements to 
improve safety, especially on 
Rockvale Circle.
 Long-time resident Jan 
Wampler, who lives on Kenton 
Rd., said, “This will be a big, big 
change to our neighborhood. I 
am happy to see that you have 
reduced the number of units, but 
the size of this project essentially 
creates six streets-worth of new 
housing in our neighborhood. 
This is terrifying to many of us.
 “But generally this is a bet-
ter project than it was before,” 
Wampler continued. “However, 
the building will create parking 

problems in the neighborhood 
and has no play space for chil-
dren. 
 “We’re not only building hous-
ing, but we are also building a 
community, and we need much 
more retail space than what we 
have here,” Wampler added.
 “We have been supporting 
this project, but we have been 
inundated with development in 
this part of JP,” said Caliga, 
echoing Wampler’s views. “We 
have traffic issues. Have there 
been any traffic studies? What 
about shadow studies, because 
you’re doing taller buildings? 
And wind tunnel studies? We do 
not want to become the Fenway, 
which is glass and steel towers 
and has become a ‘wind-tunnel 
city’. Our quality of life is being 
impacted.”
 Hassel suggested that traffic 
will be reduced by 90% compared 
to the present uses of the sites. 
He also said wind and shadow 
studies have been performed per 
the city’s guidelines and have 
been peer-reviewed by the city. 
He also noted that his buildings 
are not anywhere near as large 
as the buildings in the Fenway 
area.
 Alcurtis Clark, who lives 
a block away on Gartland St., 
thanked Hassell for the changes 
he has made to the project. How-
ever, Clark lamented the loss of 

the quality of life that has been 
occurring in JP in recent years. 
“I agree with this project, but I 
don’t agree with how this will 
be affecting my life,” Clark said. 
“JP no longer is the place I had 
thought I would be living in.”
 “It is really important to get 
a breakdown on the AMIs,” said 
Benji Mauer. “I appreciate the 
number of 50% AMI units -- that 
is a real accomplishment -- but 
some also have to be at 30% AMI. 
People need to be able to afford to 
live here and live here now and 
we need the breakdown of the 
number of AMI units if we are 
to give our input to the city.”
 Kathy Brown emphasized 
that, “We need deeply afford-
able housing in JP, especially 
family-units.”
 “Affordability and the fami-
ly-size units are terribly import-
ant to me,” said Weezy Wald-
stein. “It really matters that 
these are deeply affordable as 
we rebuild JP.
 “Parking is going to be really 
rough and I think we need to be 
creative about what this means,” 
Waldstein added.
 George Lee also said that 
there should be units at 30% of 
AMI, which he said is mandated 
by the JP/ROX plan.
 Helen Matthews spoke of “the 
displacement of our neighbors on 
the Washington St. corridor in 

recent years. We need to stick to 
the affordable hooding standards 
that our community has support-
ed in the JP/Rox guidelines.” 
 Maria Christina Blanco noted 
that her daughter and son-in-law 
and their new baby are living 
with her because of the lack of 
affordable housing in JP.
 Joy Silverstein, who has lived 
on Kenton Rd. for 30 years, said, 
“Even though it is really go-
ing to change our neighborhood, 
I’m generally supportive of the 
project.” She also questioned 
the number of cars that will be 
brought into the neighborhood 
by the new residents.
 Danielle Sommer-Kieta ap-
plauded the increase in fami-
ly-size units, but said that the JP 
community needs units that are 
30% of AMI. She also said that 
the units priced at 110% of AMI 
vastly exceed what many people 
earn.
  “I understand your points, 
but is the alternative to build 
nothing?” Hassell queried. “Con-
struction and interest costs have 
soared since JP/ROX was insti-
tuted in 2017. What was possible 
then is not necessarily possible 
now.”
 The meeting concluded with 
DaRosa noting, in response to a 
question, that the BPDA pres-
ently does not have the project 
on its agenda for a vote.

Need to wash your clothes?

LAUNDRYMATE 178
Heath St,JP
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Last Wash � 7:30 pm

 (617) 962-4200 

Washington St.
Continued from page 1
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WELCOME TO THE BARBARA RHODES CHILDREN’S ROOM AT JP LIBRARY

AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE

Visit us  and let us create 
an amazing experience in 
authentic  Indian cuisine

For reservations •  617-942-2966
www.tikki-masala.com

3706 Washington St.  JP, At Forest Hills

Bring this ad  for 
a free appetizer

with dinner 
purchase 

Exp. 5-31-25

                                   Open 11:30 am till 10:00 pm

Mayor’s office Photo by John 
Wilcox

 The Jamaica Plain Branch 
Library, in collaboration with 
the Friends of the Jamaica Plain 
Branch Library, held a renam-
ing celebration for its Children's 
Room on Saturday, May 17, 
2025. The room was renamed 
in honor of beloved children’s 
librarian, Barbara Rhodes.
 The event, which took place 
from 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM, 
included brief speeches from 
community members and oth-
ers celebrating Barbara Rhodes. 
A reception followed the cere-
mony, with cake and beverages 

provided by the Friends. Addi-
tionally, the Friends unveiled 
a newly commissioned work of 
art that incorporates the ribbon 
used during the branch's 2017 
renovation reopening. Mayor 
Michelle Wu was in attendance
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WELCOME TO THE BARBARA RHODES CHILDREN’S ROOM AT JP LIBRARY

Dispose 
of pet 
waste in 
the trash!

Don’t Forget
Pick Up After Your Pet!

Pet waste discarded on the 
street or in catch basins 
carries harmful bacteria 
straight into the waterways 
we rely on for recreation.

Remember to “Scoop the 
Poop” and dispose of pet 
waste in the trash.

Proper disposal of 
pet waste protects 
the environment and 
our waterways from 
contamination.
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Special to the Gazette

  Suffolk District Attorney 
Kevin Hayden last week named 
Charlene Luma, current chief of 
the office’s Victim Witness As-
sistance Program, to be his next 
chief of staff.
 “Charlene is a smart, orga-
nized and driven public servant 
who not only knows the office 
but also knows the city and the 
county.  Her deep knowledge of 
our operations and her many 
ties in the neighborhoods and 
communities throughout Suffolk 
County make her a superb fit 
for the job.  I’m thrilled to have 
her in this important position,” 
Hayden said.
 Luma is a native of Boston 
with over 18 years of experi-
ence as a clinical social worker 
working with high-risk individ-
uals and families. In addition 
to her SCDAO responsibilities, 
Luma is a Commissioner of the 
Massachusetts Peace Officer & 
Standards Training Commis-
sion and adjunct professor in 
the Boston College School of So-
cial Work. Luma launched and 
served as director at the Boston 
Trauma Response Team provid-
ing trauma response services to 
those impacted by homicides and 
violent crimes in Boston.  
 Luma’s past experience in-
cludes managing a program 
that provides clinical services to 
court-involved youth and adults, 
providing therapeutic services to 
victims of domestic violence, and 
working as a clinician alongside 

police officers to provide services 
to the most high-risk youth in the 
Boston community.  
 “I am honored and thrilled to 
be named chief of staff for the 
Suffolk County District Attor-
ney’s Office. This is an incred-
ible opportunity to contribute 
to and serve the Suffolk County 
community. I look forward to 
working alongside District Attor-
ney Hayden and a team of ded-
icated colleagues in implement-
ing transformative initiatives, 
creating safer communities, and 
finding new ways to enhance 
engagement with our communi-
ties,” said Luma.
 Outside of her professional 
career, Luma enjoys serving her 
community through volunteer-
ism.  She has been an active 
member of the Urban League of 
Eastern Massachusetts, previ-
ously serving in numerous lead-
ership roles, including board 
member of the Urban League of 
Eastern Massachusetts, presi-
dent of the Young Professionals 
Network of the Urban League of 
Eastern Massachusetts, and na-
tional secretary for the National 
Urban League Young Profession-
als. She currently serves on the 
Community Advisory Board for 
the Center on Crime, Race, and 
Justice at Northeastern Univer-
sity.  
 Luma has received the 2021 
Boston College School of Social 
Work Distinguished Alumni 
Award, 2020 National Association 
of Social Workers Massachusetts 
Emerging Leader award, and the 

Boston NAACP Difference Maker 
award.  She was a Boston Busi-
ness Journal “40 under 40” award 
recipient in 2015.
 Luma lives in Boston and is a 
graduate of YW LeadBoston, the 
Institute for Non-Profit Manage-
ment & Leadership Core program 
at Boston University and the 
Lewis Family Foundation Strong 
Leaders program. Luma holds a 
B.A. in psychology and a M.A. in 
social work from Boston College.

Special to the Gazette

 The West Fairmount Hill 
Community Group will be hold-
ing their second annual June-
teenth celebration at Hyde Park 
on June 17, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 The event will include perfor-

mances, vendors, awards, living 
histories exhibit, activities for 
youth and adults, yoga, zumba, 
giveaways, and more! 
 Boston Acupuncture Proj-
ect will be providing free 
sample community acupunc-
ture treatments.
 You must register to be 
eligible for giveaways!
 This event will feature a 
65-minute ceremonial celebra-
tion launched with a Color Guard 
by the 54 Massachusetts Volun-
teer Infantry Regiment Company 
A and the Black National Anthem. 
The Ceremony will continue with 
honoring the “Living History mak-
ers of Hyde Park” and the Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Community 
Builders, with an exhibit and brief 
ceremonial salute. 

 

Fol low-
ing this, there will be perfor-
mances, awards, group arts, 
dance activities, a local Black 
vendor fair, educational exhib-
its, activities for children and 
tastings from local eateries. We 

have invited State and City of-
ficials and national speakers. 

Games and prizes will be a part 
of the 4.5-hour celebration. It 

will truly be JOY-filled!
 For more information 
about the event, pictures 
from last year, and spon-
sorship information, 
please visit the West Fair-
mount Hill Community 

Group website: https://west-
fhcommunity.org/juneteenth/

 West Fairmount Hill Com-

munity Group is a group of resi-
dents and partners who want to 
build a better, safer, more cohe-
sive, and connected community. 
We focus on getting connected, 
encouraging participation, and 
promoting advocacy. We meet 
regularly (6-7 times per year – 
every other month) and partici-
pate in events, special projects, 
and community causes (March 
– June – November).

A HOT NUTRITIOUS MEAL

If you or a loved one, are 60 years or 
older, and are interested in learning 
more about free home-delivered meals 
and other services that provide support 
in the home, please contact Ethos.

• Home Delivered Meals
• Home Care
• Wellness Classes
• Mental Health

IS ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY

617.477.6606  |  ETHOCARE.ORG

A HOT NUTRITIOUS MEAL

If you or a loved one, are 60 years or 
older, and are interested in learning 
more about free home-delivered meals 
and other services that provide support 
in the home, please contact Ethos.

• Home Delivered Meals
• Home Care
• Wellness Classes
• Mental Health

IS ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY

617.477.6606  |  ETHOCARE.ORG

Hyde Park’s Juneteenth Celebration set for June 17

Scan this code to register for 
the event and enter into free 
giveaways.

DA Hayden names Charlene Luma as Chief of Staff
    Broker    Broker
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of the property, presented the 
application to the committee.
 Best said is seeking to convert 
the present 2-and-1/2 story build-
ing, which has a peaked-roof, into 
a full, three-story structure with 
a flat roof in order to make the 
third-floor unit “more functional 
and more livable.” Best said he 
intends to make the property a 
condo-conversion.
 The property is next door to 
the rear of the old St. Norbert 
High School building which 
fronts on Sunnyside St. There 
were no opponents and the com-
mittee unanimously voted to ap-
prove the application. 
 Next up was the application 
for a proposal for a new, 12-unit, 
four-story residential building at 
561-579 Centre St. which will in-
clude a ground-floor commercial 
space with six parking spaces. 
The present structure on the 

site, a former gas station, will 
be demolished and the site will 
be cleaned up. The site has been 
vacant for about 10 years.
 Atty. Richard Lynds present-
ed the application on behalf of 
the Stamatos family, the owners 
of the property. He explained 
that the apartment mix will con-
sist of nine two-bedroom units 
and three one-bedroom units, of 
which two-units will be afford-
able per the city’s inclusionary 
development policy.
 Lynds explained that the proj-
ect falls within the Jamaica Plain 
multi-family residential zoning 
district and thus is a permitted 
use. The property lies between 
Lakeville and Goodrich Rds. 
 The project requires six vari-
ances, chief among them being 
for excessive height (the proposed 
building will be four stories and 
40 feet high vs. the three-stories 
and 35-foot height allowed per the 
zoning ordinance); the commer-
cial space (which is a forbidden 
use in the district); a lack of open 
space (1700 sq. ft. vs. the required 
2700 sq. ft.); and the lack of park-
ing (19 spaces are required per 
the zoning ordinance).
 Lynds noted that the original 
plan had called for a height of 45 
feet, but the developer dropped 
the height to 40 feet at the re-
quest of the neighbors. However, 
he pointed out that the area in-
cludes a number of multi-family 
buildings of similar height, in-
cluding the condo buildings di-
rectly behind the proposed build-
ing.
 The facade will consist of brick 
and limestone with a modified 
mansard roof. In addition, win-
dows were added on the Lakeville 

Rd. side of the building at the re-
quest of the neighbors. There also 
will be spaces for bicycle parking.
 The project initially came be-
fore the Zoning Committee on 
February 5 at which time the 
neighbors expressed a number 
of objections and the committee 
members suggested that the de-
veloper work with the neighbors 
to resolve those issues. Lynds 
noted that the developer agreed 
to some of the neighbors’ requests 
pertaining to the height, green 
space behind the building, and 
monitoring of the foundation of 
the condo building behind the 
project during construction.
 Gordon Upton, a resident of 
Goodrich Rd. for 26 years, spoke 
against the proposal.  “This proj-
ect is not feasible because of the 
density and the canyonization of 
the project,” Upton said. “This 
should be turned into green space 
as a pocket park.” 
 Kevin McNulty of the condo 
building at 8 Lakeville Rd. also 
spoke against the project. “I just 
don’t think this project is right. 
Apart from the parking issues, it 
simply is too large,” he said, sug-
gesting instead that a building 
of three stories and nine units 
would be  more appropriate. “This 
is a monolith to slap down on 
Centre St.”
 A representative from the 
Lakeville Rd. Condominium As-
sociation also spoke against the 
project. “Their proposed drive-
way behind the building is just 
feet from ours. We support more 
housing, but not more commercial 
space and not to this scale.  We 
want to see more discussion with 
the neighbors.”
 Another resident, who rents 

at 14 Lakeville Rd., expressed 
frustration with the “lack of di-
alogue” between the neighbors 
and the developer.
 Fran Price of 11 Lakeville Rd. 
raised legal issues relating to the 
statutory criteria for requesting 
a zoning variance. “This building 
is attractive and a three-story 
building with eight or nine units 
would be appropriate,” Price 
said.
 Lynds responded that there 
have been six meetings regard-
ing the project and that some 
of the neighbors’ concerns have 
been addressed.
 Zoning Comm. member Kevin 
Leary said he is opposing the 
project primarily because of the 
commercial space and because 
nine units would be more appro-
priate.
 Member Kevin Moloney noted 
the developer could make this 
project smaller by eliminating 
the commercial space and reduc-
ing the number of units from 12 
to nine, as well as  eliminating 
the driveway behind the build-
ing.
 The committee unanimously 
voted against the proposal.
 The next application per-
tained to 15 Conry Crescent and 
was presented by Kyle Smith of 
Essex Engineering and Survey, 
who was accompanied by William 
O’Dowd, the owner and builder of 
the proposed project. Smith said 
that the existing building is not 
structurally sound and needs to 
be razed. It will be replaced by 
a 2-and-1/2 floor structure that 
will be built primarily on the 
existing footprint, though with 
a slight-expansion for a new, 
two-car garage. The lot size is  

6009 sq. ft. The most significant 
non-conformity with the zoning 
ordinances is that the height of 
the new building will be 34 feet 
compared to the present 31-foot 
structure.
 Smith said that the developer 
had reached a Memorandum of 
Understanding with a neighbor 
(who was on hand to voice her 
support for the application) per-
taining to drainage, a retaining 
wall, fencing, and the planting of 
new trees for privacy.
 “This development team went 
above and beyond what they 
needed to do with regard to the 
neighbor,” noted Zoning Comm. 
member Andrea Howley. 
 The committee members vot-
ed unanimously in favor of the 
application.
 The Zoning Committee now 
will present its recommenda-
tions to the full JPNC, which 
then will take a vote on the 
matters. The applicants then 
must go before the city’s Zoning 
Board of Appeals to obtain their 
variances. Rejected applicants 
also have an opportunity to go 
before the ZBA to obtain their 
variance requests.
 In the last piece of business, 
the committee members unani-
mously voted in favor of adding 
long-time JP resident Alcurtis 
Clark to fill a vacancy for a com-
munity member on the commit-
tee.
 The Zoning Committee’s 
next meeting is set for Wednes-
day, May 21, which will include 
the application for a five-story, 
mixed-use building consisting 
of 36 residential units with a 
ground-floor retail space at 3458 
Washington St.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus in the 

past I have asked You for 

many favours. This time, 

I ask you this very special 

one (mention favour). Take 

it, dear heart of Jesus and 

place it within Your own 

broken heart where Your 

Father sees it. Then, in 

His merciful eyes, it will 

become Your favour, not 

mine, Amen. Say for three 

days, promise publication 

and favour will be granted.

                                                                                 
MGD

Boston City Council votes to advance Ranked Choice Voting
Special to the Gazette

 Last week, the Boston City 
Council approved a Home Rule 
Petition to adopt Ranked Choice 
Voting (RCV) for city elections by 
a vote of 8-4.
 The proposal, introduced 
by Council President Ruthzee 
Louijeune and co-sponsored by 
Councilors Julia Mejia and Hen-
ry Santana, now heads to Mayor 
Michelle Wu for approval before 
advancing to the Massachusetts 
Legislature. If passed by the Leg-
islature and signed by the Gover-
nor, Boston voters will have the 
opportunity to decide on RCV 
through a ballot referendum.
 In addition to the sponsors, 
the measure was supported by 
Councilors Enrique Pepén, Ga-
briela Coletta Zapata, Brian J. 

Worrell, Liz Breadon, and Benja-
min J. Weber. Councilors Ed Fly-
nn, Erin Murphy, John Fitzger-
ald, and Sharon Durkin voted in 
opposition. Coletta-Zapata, chair 
of the Committee on Government 
Operations, received praise from 
councilors voting both ways for 
shepherding the bill through her 
committee in a thorough and 
transparent process.
 “This is a historic day for Bos-
ton,” said Louijeune last week.. 
“Today’s vote brings us closer to 
a more inclusive, representative, 
and transparent democracy—one 
that ensures our elected lead-
ers have broad support and are 
chosen by the majority of voters. 
Ranked choice voting is not only 
simple, it’s powerful. It gives vot-
ers more voice and more choice.”
 RCV allows voters to rank 

candidates in order of preference, 
eliminating the fear of “spoiler” 
candidates and promoting coali-
tion-building over division, ac-
cording to its proponents. Under 
the proposal, RCV would apply 
to general and special elections 
for mayor and district councilor 
(when three or more candidates 
run), and general elections for 
at-large councilors.
 “Ranked choice voting is a tool 
to disrupt the status quo, shift 
power to the people, and amplify 
the voices of communities histori-
cally excluded from decision-mak-
ing processes,” said Mejia. “This 
vote is a declaration that our de-
mocracy belongs to all of us.”
 Santana stated that more 
than 60 percent of Bostonians 
supported RCV in 2020. 
 “This isn’t just about policy—

it’s about trust, representation, 
and making sure our government 
reflects the diversity of our city,” 
Santana stated.
 Flynn, who voted against the 
proposal, expressed concerns 
about the city’s preparedness 
and whether residents are ask-
ing for this reform in the first 
place.
 “The Election Department 
pretty much told me that they 
don’t want to see this implement-
ed,” Flynn said during the Coun-
cil meeting before the vote. “They 
don’t believe now is the time to 
make such a dramatic, signifi-
cant change to how people vote.”
 Flynn cited issues from re-
cent municipal elections – such 
as lighting failures and polling 
locations running out of ballots, 
requiring police to transport 

ballots – as signs that the city 
should focus on fixing its cur-
rent voting infrastructure before 
adopting a new system.
 “I would have a very difficult 
time explaining this process to 
my constituents in District 2,” he 
said. “Many of them don’t speak 
English, many of them live in 
public housing, many of them 
are seniors, English Language 
Learners. […] I don’t want to 
set us up for failure. That’s what 
we’re doing.”
 Murphy, who also voted 
against the measure, cited con-
cerns about accessibility and po-
tential voter confusion. She said 
that the existing voting system 
already works and that adding 
new layers of complexity could 
have unintended consequences 
for vulnerable populations.

JPNC
Continued from page 1
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Special to the Gazette

 The Boston Public Library 
(BPL) and LEGO Group have 
launched a new partnership 
setting in motion a citywide ini-
tiative that leverages play to 
address urgent early literacy 
challenges and ignite creativity 
and agency in Boston’s youth.
 Funded through a $1 million 
grant from the company’s LEGO 
Community Fund U.S. to the 
Boston Public Library Fund, this 
flagship collaboration between 
these two institutions will un-
lock the potential of children 
through joyful, hands-on learn-
ing. Timed with the opening of 
LEGO Group’s new U.S. head-
quarters in Boston and aligned 
with the release of BPL’s Stra-
tegic Plan 2025–2030, this two-
year project will deliver inter-
active programs to more than 
150,000 children ages 0–13 and 
their caregivers across Boston’s 
neighborhoods.
 “This partnership and invest-
ment builds on the Boston Public 
Library’s roles of lifelong learn-
ing partner and community en-
gager, in reaching thousands of 
children and families each year,” 
said David Leonard, President 
of the Boston Public Library. 
“The transformative grant will 
expand what’s possible—intro-
ducing more playful, creative, 
and civic-minded experiences for 
young people across all of Bos-
ton’s neighborhoods. By align-
ing the LEGO Group’s global 
commitment to learning through 
play with the Library’s mission 
to provide free, equitable access 
to knowledge and opportunity, 
we’re opening new pathways for 

children to learn, grow, and feel 
connected to their city. May we 
all play well together!”
 “We’re deeply grateful to the 
LEGO Group and LEGO Com-
munity Fund U.S. for this gen-
erous investment in Boston’s 
young people,” said Paula Sakey, 
Executive Director of the Bos-
ton Public Library Fund. “This 
partnership is rooted in a shared 
belief that every child deserves 
the chance to learn, grow, and 
engage with their community in 
meaningful ways. This is what 
it looks like to build a city’s fu-
ture—together.”
 The partnership includes 
three components: 
 1. Early Literacy & Learning 
Through Play (Ages 0–9) 
 • Hello Hatchlings: 12,000 
new parent literacy kits—in-
cluding multilingual resources, 
books, and DUPLO bricks—will 
be distributed via hospitals and 
community partners. 
 • 1,000 Books Before Kinder-

garten: BPL will rebrand and 
relaunch this campaign with 
digital tracking tools and LEGO 
Group’s Learning Through Play 
content, reaching over 100,000 
children. 
 • Parent Ambassadors: Ten 
multilingual caregivers will be 
trained to lead story times in 
neighborhoods across Boston, 
helping families access early 
learning opportunities in their 
native languages. 
 2. Tween Engagement & 
Build the Change (Ages 9–13) 
 • Build the Change x LEGO 
Clubs: Expanded LEGO Clubs 
at 11+ BPL branches will incor-
porate civic, STEM, and story-
telling activities supported by 
LEGO employee volunteers. 
 • Author & Music Series: 
Twenty interactive events will 
highlight creative expression 
through writing, storytelling, 
and music. 
 • Playful Cities Mural 
Challenge: A summer design 

competition will invite youth to 
reimagine Boston’s public spac-
es, culminating in a LEGO Mas-
ter Builder mural at the Central 
Library in Copley Square. 
 3. Staffing &Training  
 • Investment in librari-
ans, evaluators, and musi-
cians-in-residence to deliver 
high-quality programming and 
training on incorporating LEGO 
resources to engage early litera-
cy and 9-13 audiences. 
 “This wide-ranging invest-
ment from LEGO Group’s LEGO 
Community Fund U.S. allows 
us to meet children and families 
where they are, with inclusive 
programs that make learning 
joyful,” said Angela Veizaga, 
Chief of Youth and Family En-
gagement at the Boston Public 
Library. “By embedding learning 
through play into everything we 
do—from early literacy to tween 
engagement—we’re equipping 
Boston’s young people with the 
tools to grow as readers, cre-
ators, and active members of 
their communities.”
 In addition to reaching more 
than 150,000 children over two 
years, the initiative is project-
ed to generate over 21,000 new 
library card signups and more 
than 600,000 early literacy book 
checkouts. The LEGO Group em-
ployees will also have opportu-
nities to volunteer through kit 
assembly, story times, and Build 
the Change programming.
 Established in 1848, the Bos-
ton Public Library is a pioneer of 
public library service in America. 
It was the first large, free munic-
ipal library in the United States; 
the first public library to lend 
books; the first to have a branch 
library; and the first to have a 
children’s room.
 The Boston Public Library 

of today is a robust system that 
includes the Central Library in 
Copley Square, 25 neighborhood 
branches, the Norman B. Leven-
thal Map and Education Center, 
the Kirstein Business Library 
and Innovation Center, and an 
archival center, offering public 
access to world-class special col-
lections of rare books, manu-
scripts, photographs, and prints, 
along with rich digital content 
and online services.
 The Boston Public Library 
serves nearly 4 million visitors 
per year and millions more on-
line. All of its programs and 
exhibitions are free to all and 
open to the public. The Boston 
Public Library is a department 
of the City of Boston, under the 
leadership of Mayor Michelle 
Wu. To learn more, visit bpl.org.
 The mission of the Fund is to 
provide financial support to the 
Boston Public Library, ensuring 
that it remains viable, engag-
ing, accessible, and free to all. 
The Fund fulfills this mission 
by working in partnership with 
the Library, donors, and other 
funders in supporting BPL pro-
grams and special initiatives. 
Support from the Fund supple-
ments, but does not supplant, 
other BPL resources, including 
City of Boston funding.

BPL announces $1 million grant from Lego Community Fund U.S. 

BPL President David Leonard and the staff at the Children’s Library welcomed the LEGO Group team to the Central Library on 
Monday, May 12 to launch this exciting new partnership alongside some of the Library’s youngest—and most enthusiastic—
patrons.

Felicity Hammond (6yo) from West Roxbury participate in a hands-on activity with the LEGO 
Group volunteers at the Central Library in Copley Square on Monday, May 12.

Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain
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MAYOR WU HOSTS NEIGHBORHOOD COFFEE HOUR IN JAMAICA PLAIN

Bringing Martial Arts to the 
JP community since 2013

JP Martial Arts Academy | 363D Centre St.

Classes for 
kids & adults!

• Brazilian Jiu JItsu
• Karate

• Kobudo
• Kickboxing

• Yoga

• Self defense 
workshops

• Private training 
available upon 

request

Sign up for your Free Sign up for your Free 
trial class today!trial class today!

781-530-7974
jpmartialartsacademy.com

If you’d like for your scholar to go above and 
beyond their current achievement level or 

prep for major testing, call me! 

 

• Beginning through      
Advanced Reading

• Vocabulary Development
• English Language          

Improvement

• Close Reading and   
Comprehension

• Subject-Area Writing and 
Composition
• Study Skills

READING & LANGUAGE SKILLS

untiredteacher@gmail.com
A retired teacher who's never tired of teaching!

Mayor’s office Photo by John 
Wilcox

 Mayor Michelle Wu held a 
Neighborhood Coffee Hour in Ja-
maica Plain on Wednesday, May 
8, at Mozart Park. The event 
provided residents with a direct 
opportunity to engage with the 
Mayor and City department staff 
on City services and concerns.
 Attendees enjoyed compli-
mentary iced coffee and donuts 
from Dunkin', who also provided 
lawn games and gift card give-
aways. The Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department distrib-

uted free flowering plants, and 
Star Market provided fresh fruit.
 During the coffee hour, 
Mayor Wu highlighted various 
community accomplishments in 
Jamaica Plain, demonstrating 
the City's ongoing commitment 
to improving local services and 
public areas. The initiative al-
lows the Mayor to gather direct 
feedback from residents through 
personal conversations and a 
suggestion box.
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ALL AGES
WELCOME!

WORKSHOPS
MUSIC

ARTS + CRAFTS
FOOD

VENDORS
CHAIR MASSAGE

TAROT
AND MORE!

R A D I C A LR A D I C A L   
W E L L N E S SW E L L N E S S   

F A I RF A I R

The Meeting Point’s Annual

3464 Washington St
Jamaica Plain, MA

SATURDAY, JUNE 21ST, 2025
12-4PM

INDOOR 
AND

OUTDOOR

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert

C: 617.447.5350
O: 617.266.5200

Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

GABRIELLE BARON

Weeks of Weeks of June 24 and 30, July 7, 14, 21 June 24 and 30, July 7, 14, 21 & 28& 28

ART ART ** Voice  Voice ** Drama  Drama **  
DanceDance

WhereWhere: Spontaneous Celebrations
45 Danforth Street, Jamaica Plain
Time: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. w/ Ext. Day option

Cost: $450 per week (4-day week (6/24, 6/30) $360) 
Extended day: $25/day. $80/wk 

$25. non-refundable registration fee
For more info.  kidstogetherinthearts.net or call: 617.595.5274

Kids…Together in the ARTS!!!
Summer 2025

$50 Sibling 
Discount 
Available 
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Post Office

 Centre St

 JP Licks
 659 Centre St

 On Centre
 676Centre St

 JP Realty
 7 Harris St

 Cooperative Bank
 Washington St

 JP Seafood
 730 Centre St

 The Real Deal
 732 Centre St

 Gibson/Sotheby’s
 Realty
 713 Centre St

 Happy Market
 128 South St

 Tikki Masala
 3706 Washington St

 Blanchards
 741 Centre St

 Dunkin’
 755 Centre St

 Bank of America
 677 Centre St

 Eastern Bank
 687 Centre St

 CVS
 704 Centre St

 Ace  Hardware 
 656 Centre St

 Citizens Bank
 696 Centre St

 True Value
 698 Centre St

 City Feed and Supply
 672 Centre St

 East Boston Bank
 687 Centre St

 CVS
 407 Centre St

 Whole Food
 Centre St

 MSPCA
 350 S Huntington St

 Stop & Shop
 301 Centre St

 Bank Of America
 677 Centre St

 Dunkin’
 Centre St

 Latino Restaurant
 304 Centre St

 Freddy Market 
 302 Centre St

 Kappy’s Pizza
 304 Centre St

 Square Market
 331 Centre St

 Rizzo’s Pizza
 347 Centre St

 Martial Academy
 363 Centre St

 Tropical Market
 371 Centre St

 CVS
 Centre St

 Laundromat
 270 Centre St

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

AASSBBEESSTTOOSS  AANNDD  MMOOLLDD

Asbestos & Mold Issues?

Over 25 Years of Experience!

For a Licensed 
Inspector Call Neal

617-593-1664 
neal@nealcoinspects.com

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS
Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and 
odd job services. 

20+ years of experience.
Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

LANDSCAPING

GENERAL CONTRACTING

617-327-2231  617-953-8523

M. NAUGHTON 
CONTRCTING

Carpentry • House Painting • Masonry
Full or Partial Restoration of Home

Exterior Shingle • Clapboards • Decks
40 years in business

References, Licensed & Insured

WOODWORKING
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 Camillo Liquor
 280 Centre St

 Check Cash
 282Centre St

 JP Laundry Center
 410 Centre St

 Zesto’s Pizza & Grill
 460 Centre St

 Ideal Caffe & Pizza
 484 Centre St

 Clean Getaway 
 Laundry
 546 Centre St

 The Forbes Building
 545 Centre St

 Gentle Dental
 612 Centre St

 JP Health Centre
 640 Centre St

 Same Old Place
 662 Centre St

 Smoke Shop
 566 Centre St

 The Purple Cactus
 674 Centre St

 Unlimited Realty
 633 Centre St

 Polkadog Bakery
 42 South St

 Flore’s Bakery
 55 South St

 Italian Pizza
 172 South St

 Evergreen Café
 154 Green St

 Metro Mark Apt
 3615 Washington St

 Metro Mark Apt
 3611 Washington St

 Rosmore Landry
 Washington St

 JP Kitchen
 3510 Washington St

 Bradddock Café
 3484 Washington St

 Bmc Market
 3390 Washington St

 Santia’s Bakery
 3381 Washington St

 Ruggiores Market
 3345 Washington St

 Brookside  Commu-
nity Health Center

 3297 Washington St

 JP Apts
 3200washington St

 Papi’s Market
 3145 Washington St

 YMCA
 3134 Washington St

 10 Store
 3122 Washington St

 Chancy Liquor
 Washington St

 Praviana
 3093 Washington St

 Egleston Pizza
 3080 Washington St

 Santander Bank
Columbus & Washington

 Landromax
 Washington &  

Columbus

 Walgreens
 Columbus Av

 Academy Market
 1580 Columbus 

 Goddar House
 201 Huntington St

 MT Pleasant Home
 301 Huntington St

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE
 

HANDYMAN

Years of experience in carpentry, masonry, painting, fencing
Odd Jobs Big or Small | References Available

ACE HANDYMAN

Call Phil 617-279-9815
Always Reasonable Prices! 

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance 
• Hydroseeding 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial 

& Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation

• Paving

 617-590-25100
FULLY INSURED

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Call for 
Estimates

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)
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LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
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   & Residential
• Free estimates
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• Fence installation
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 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com
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ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

NZOE
Roofing

Siding • Gutters
Carpentry • Painting

Flat Rubber Roofs

MICHAEL F. NASH 

& SONS INC

Family Owned

Fully Licensed and Insured 

Call Today!
617-293-7143

781-963-5055

• Landscape maintenance 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial & Residential
• House Cleaning 
  Service Available
• Free estimates

• Fence Installation
• Paving

HOME REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION

CSL #78062
HIL #178014

617-719-4200
alexisremodeling@yahoo.com

Decks, Porches, Siding, Doors 
Windows, Kitchens and Bathrooms

CSL #78062  HIL #178014

WOODWORKING CLASSES

Woodworking 
class

No experience needed

Michael 
Keohane

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

LANDSCAPING & CONSTRUCTION

Valentin
Tree removal • Down mulch • Seed or sod

Landscape construction • House Cleaning
All services  commercial & residential

Free estimate!
Call Jay 978-596-7985

Free estimate!
Call Jay 978-596-7985

landscaping
& construction

landscaping
& construction

Build Your 
BUSINESS

 
Advertise

 in the Guide

781-485-0588
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Special to the Gazette

 Mayor Michelle Wu, the Of-
fice of Human Services (OHS), 
and Boston Centers for Youth & 
Families (BCYF) marked yester-
day’s International Water Safety 
Day with the award of $230,000 
in grant funding to support free 
youth swim lessons and $10,000 
for the launch of a MBTA bus 
campaign that highlights the 
importance of water safety. In 
2024, Swim Safe provided les-
sons to over 6,000 youth, and 
since its launch under Mayor Wu 
in summer of 2023 has provided 
lessons to 8,100 kids. Swim Safe 
is part of Mayor Wu’s Connect, 
Learn, Explore: Commitment to 
Youth, a commitment to giving 
Boston youth an opportunity to 
explore and discover their pas-
sions. The Swim Safe initiative 
affirms Mayor Wu’s commitment 
to ensure all Boston kids learn 
to swim and can safely enjoy the 
City’s coastline and pools. 
 “This International Water 
Safety Day, Boston is working 
with our partners to make it eas-
ier and more affordable to teach 

our kids to swim,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “As warm weather 
returns, we’re investing in free 
Swim Safe lessons and making 
progress in renovating our City 
pools to ensure families have a 
safe, fun way to cool off and enjoy 
the summer.”
 The $230,000 in grants fund-
ed in BCYF’s annual operating 
budget will support free swim 
lessons for Boston youth, en-
suring families have access to 
affordable, beginner-level swim 
lessons. This year’s grantees 
include the YMCA of Great-
er Boston, Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Boston, Boys & Girls Club 
of Dorchester, and West End 
House, among others. Additional 
recipients of this year’s grant 
include summer camp programs 
that will use the funds to incor-
porate beginner swim lessons 
into the camp curriculum. For 
more information, families can 
visit the website of participat-
ing organizations to learn more 
about swim lessons. 
 “We are excited to partner 
with many of our existing Swim 
Safe providers to offer swim les-
sons to youth,” said Chief of Hu-

man Services, José F. Massó. “I 
am also thrilled that there is a 
new group of grantees who will 
be offering lessons as part of the 
summer camp experience.”
 Mayor Wu, the Public Facil-
ities Department, BCYF, and 
Boston Public Schools have pri-
oritized investing in the city's 
pool infrastructure and stream-
lining processes to prevent the 
deferred maintenance that has 
caused closures in recent years. 
The BCYF Draper and Curtis 
Hall Pools reopened in April. The 
outdoor, seasonal pools (BCYF 
Clougherty and BCYF Mirabel-
la) are expected to open Satur-
day, June 21 for the summer. 
The new Clougherty Bathhouse 
will be completed early this 
summer, and the BCYF Con-
don Pool is expected to finish 
renovations and reopen in the 
coming months. Despite national 
challenges, BCYF has hired life-
guards to fully staff City pools for 
the summer season. 
 “Given Boston's prime wa-
terfront location and the wealth 
of recreational opportunities it 
presents during the summer 
months, ensuring equitable ac-

cess to water safety education 
for all young residents is crucial, 
empowering them to confident-
ly and safely engage with our 
city's pools and beaches,” said 
Marta E. Rivera, Commissioner 
of Boston Centers for Youth & 
Families. 
 “I didn’t think my kids would 
be as excited and happy as they 
are – I thought they would be 
scared, [but] all they want to 
do is go to class and learn,” said 
Ericka Rodriguez, mother to Ez-
rael (5), Emir (7), Elianna (8) 
and Erik (10) who are learning 
to swim at the YMCA of Greater 
Boston. “They have learned so 
much already. I am so thankful 
for the Swim Safe program.”
 The City’s efforts to expand 
swim lessons is a public health 
issue. Statistics from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion show that drowning is the 
leading cause of accidental death 
in children and that the risk of 
drowning is higher for children 
of color. Black children are more 
than twice as likely as white 
children to die of drowning. For 
every child who dies of drowning, 
there are seven non-fatal drown-

ings, which are traumatic and 
can lead to health issues later in 
life. Swim Safe Boston seeks to 
improve water safety in Boston, 
address the public health threat 
posed by drowning, and increase 
access to swimming for Boston 
families.
 To mark International Wa-
ter Safety Day on May 15, the 
City launched an ad campaign, 
featuring water safety ads on 
MBTA buses that travel through 
Boston. The information reminds 
parents and caregivers of im-
portant water safety tips in ad-
vance of summer. First, lessons 
are a great way to reduce drown-
ing risk. Second, people should 
never swim alone. It is better 
to swim in a pair and to swim 
only in designated areas where 
a lifeguard is on-duty. Finally, 
if a person gets in trouble in the 
water, experts advise bystanders 
to call 9-1-1 for help and throw 
a float to the person rather than 
trying to attempt a water rescue, 
due to the added risk of drowning 
during a rescue attempt.  
 To learn more about Swim 
Safe Boston and water safety, 
visit boston.gov/swim-safe.

Wu announces expansion of free swim lessons for local youth

Special to the Gazette

 The Massachusetts Seal, 
Flag, and Motto Advisory Com-
mission has launched an open 
call to artists, historians, edu-
cators, students, and members 
of the public to participate in the 
effort to redesign the state’s seal, 
flag, and motto. 
 Established by the Legisla-
ture in 2024, the Commission 
is tasked with developing and 
recommending new symbols to 
represent the state through a 
statewide public process. Those 
who wish to submit ideas may do 
so by June 18, 2025. 
 "This is an exciting moment 
for Massachusetts. As we open 
the call for public submissions, 
we are inviting everyone across 
the Commonwealth to help re-

imagine the symbols that tell our 
story,” said Education Secretary 
Dr. Patrick Tutwiler. “Our seal, 
flag, and motto should reflect not 
just our history, but the vibrant, 
diverse community we are today 
– and the future we are build-
ing together. I can't wait to see 
the creativity, ideas, and sense 
of belonging that people across 
Massachusetts will bring to this 
process."
 “We invite everyone, includ-
ing artists, designers, culture 
bearers, and community mem-
bers, to contribute ideas that 
reflect who we are and who we 
strive to be,” said Kate Fox, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Massa-
chusetts Office of Travel and 
Tourism and Co-Chair of the 
Advisory Commission. “It’s an 
opportunity to ensure that every 

community sees itself in our sto-
ry.” 
 The Advisory Commission 
is seeking potential design el-
ements that might include na-
ture-based symbols native to 
Massachusetts, such as the right 
whale, a critically endangered 
species for which Bay State wa-
ters serve as a vital habitat, the 
eastern white pine or elm tree, 
and cranberries. Other poten-
tial design elements may include 
the geographic shape of Massa-
chusetts and coastline imagery 
that reflects the state’s historical 
connection to the Atlantic Ocean 
and maritime industries. These 
examples are not intended to 
limit potential submissions. The 
Commission encourages and wel-
comes a broad range of designs 
that capture the full creativity of 

our citizens.

What to Submit
 • Design sketches or ideas for 
a new seal 
 • Design sketches or ideas for 
a new flag 
 • Motto proposals

How to Submit
 A public submission portal is 
available on the Advisory Com-
mission's website. Individuals 
and organizations can submit 
written ideas, visual sketches, 
or full design concepts until June 
18, 2025. Following the gather-
ing of submissions, the Advisory 
Commission will select three fi-
nal options for each category and 
hold public hearings to solicit 
feedback and input on the state 
emblems.

 The Massachusetts Seal, 
Flag, and Motto Advisory Com-
mission is tasked with recom-
mending new designs for Mas-
sachusetts’ official seal, flag, and 
motto. 
For more information, updates, 
and to submit your ideas, visit 
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/mas-
sachusetts-seal-flag-and-mot-
to-advisory-commission,  or scan 
the QR code.

State Seal, Flag, and Motto Advisory Comm. calls 
for public submissions to reimagine state emblems

The Gazette welcomes letters to the editor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publication.
Letters  may be emailed to  letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. 

Please include address and telephone number for verification purposes. 
Anonymous letters will not be published. More information:  617-524-7662

Please 
write…
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617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisrealestate.com

      The Denman Group is a team of real estate agents 
affiliateed with Compass, a licensed real estate broker, and 
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Enriching lives 
through real estate

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

 Taking your pet on vacation 
can be fun. You spend some qual-
ity time with a creature you love. 
You don’t have to worry about 
your cat or dog getting along 
with a pet sitter or in a kennel. 

Getting Around No Pets
 Scan vacation rental classi-
fieds, and you’d think that “No 
Pets” is automatically added to 
every ad. How do those of us who 
want to take the whole family 
on our family vacation find a 
rental home? Simple: We do our 
homework and answer the home-
owners’ objections one by one.
 You need references. Stay at 
a “pet-friendly” inn or bed and 
breakfast. Assuming all goes 
well, ask the owner to be a ref-
erence for your dog. 
 Find a sympathetic real es-
tate agent. We’ve had the best 
results with agents who love 
dogs. If all else fails, call a lo-
cal veterinary hospital and ask 

whether they can recommend a 
rental agency.
 Start your search as early 
as possible. In the slow season, 
agents have the time to nego-
tiate special arrangements. Be 
prepared to offer a refundable 
security deposit. That could turn 
their “No!” into a “Yes!” 

Transportation
 Pack up the bags and go once 
you’ve found a destination where 
pets are welcome. Driving is the 
easiest way to travel with crit-
ters. For safety’s sake, we use a 
dog crate in any car. In case of 
an accident, the crate will help 
keep your dog or cat safe and 
contained. It also gives you more 
control when you make stops 
along the way. 
 You can fly with small pets in 
the cabin of some airliners, if you 
get the proper health certificate 
and make a special reservation. 
If your dog is too big for the 
cabin, you should consider what 
the experts have to say. “The AS-

PCA urges pet owners to think 
twice about flying their pets on 
commercial airlines, especially 
if they plan on checking them in 
as cargo.” 

Paperwork and ID
 Identification is very import-
ant for a pet when you’re away 
from home. If separated on vaca-
tion, be certain someone can re-
turn your companion to you. Our 
dog, Poppy, wears a tag that says 
she’s traveling with us, with our 
cell phone numbers. Keep copies 
of rabies certificates, microchip 
number, and photographs of her 
on your phone. We carry a wallet 
card that says a pet is waiting 
for us, where she is, and who to 
contact to care for her.

Packing for a Pet
 If your cat is a fussy eater or 
your dog has a sensitive tummy, 
you might have to bring the right 
food or at least call ahead to be 
sure it’s available at your desti-
nation. It’s easiest to go to your 

vet for extra supplies of any med-
ications you might need. If you 
give a monthly heartworm med-
ication, check your pet’s schedule 
to see if you should take it.

Check the Rules and 
Make Friends

 In recent years, most plac-
es we’ve stayed have formal, 
written pet rules. Cities, towns, 
parks, beaches, and dog parks 
also have regulations. If you ask 
about the rules and follow them, 
you’ll make friends and be wel-

comed back. 
 Making new friends, meeting 
locals, and meeting other trav-
elers are clearly advantages of 
traveling with a dog. Pets are 
great icebreakers! What’s more, 
you and your pet could make the 
day of a lonely traveler who is 
suffering separation anxiety be-
cause they left their pal behind.

 Do you have a question or 
topic for City Paws? Email Pen-
ny@BostonZest.com with your 
request.

City Paws

On the road again

Taking your pet on vacation can be fun. You spend some 
quality time with a creature you love.
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Editorial

Memorial Day
Although the Memorial Day weekend signifies the start of the summer season and is observed by families 
and friends who gather for barbecues and similar festivities, we should keep in mind that Memorial 
Day is our most solemn national holiday.
Memorial Day reminds us that freedom isn’t free. The holiday makes us aware of the Supreme Sacrifice 
that has been made by so many of our fellow citizens, providing us with an opportunity to honor their 
sacrifice. 
Memorial Day has its roots in what originally was known as Decoration Day in the aftermath of the 
Civil War, when the women of communities in the North decorated the graves of the soldiers who 
perished in that horrific and tragic conflict.
Decoration Day became an official holiday with the proclamation by Gen. Logan on May 5, 1868, in 
which he declared:
“The 30th day of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating 
the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies 
now lie in almost every city, village, and hamlet churchyard in the land. In this observance no form 
or ceremony is prescribed, but posts and comrades will in their own way arrange such fitting services 
and testimonials of respect as circumstances may permit. Let us, then, at the time appointed, gather 
around their sacred remains and garland the passionless mounds above them with choicest flowers of 
springtime; let us raise above them the dear old flag they saved from dishonor; let us in this solemn 
presence renew our pledges to aid and assist those whom they have left among us as sacred charges 
upon the Nation’s gratitude, the soldier’s and sailor’s widow and orphan.”
In keeping with the spirit of Decoration Day (and the 160th anniversary of the end of the Civil War),  
we are reprinting below President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, considered by many to be 
one of the greatest speeches of all time and which states far more eloquently than we ever could the 
debt that each of us owes to the brave men and women who have fought and died to defend our nation’s 
freedom and liberty. 
We trust that our readers will agree that Lincoln’s words are as inspiring today as they were when 
he uttered them in November of 1863 at Gettysburg -- and have special resonance today, when the 
democratic values and institutions for which so many of our fellow Americans gave their lives are being 
challenged more so than at any time since the end of the Civil War:
“Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived 
in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.
“Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and 
so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate 
a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might 
live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.
“But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate — we can not consecrate — we can not hallow — this ground. 
The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to 
add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget 
what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they 
who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great 
task remaining before us — that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for 
which they gave the last full measure of devotion — that we here highly resolve that these dead shall 
not have died in vain — that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom — and that 
government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

Enjoy the weekend -- safely
Memorial Day weekend marks the traditional start of the summer season, bringing with it the antici-
pation of sunshine and warmth, of vacations, and of time spent with family and friends.
So we ask our readers to stop right now — and think for a moment — about all of the good times that 
we will be sharing with our friends and our loved ones over the next three months.
But then think for a moment about how quickly all of that can dissolve in the blink of an eye if we 
make a wrong choice — if we drink and drive a car or a boat while under the influence, if we abuse 
drugs, or if we use fireworks or other dangerous incendiaries. If friends or family members are showing 
clear signs of intoxication, we should not hesitate to take their keys, whether from a car or a boat, to 
prevent a tragedy from occurring.
It is inevitable that the TV and newspapers will inform us of the hundreds of tragedies that will occur 
this holiday weekend because of poor choices made by our fellow Americans. It is up to each of us to 
ensure that we do not become just another sad statistic.
We wish all of our readers a happy -- and safe -- Memorial Day weekend.

Lets raise money for the  
Bikes not Bombs Bike-A-Thon 2025

lEttEr

 Dear Editor,
 I’m participating in this 
year’s Bike-A-Thon 2025 to raise 
money for Bikes Not Bombs, an 
organization that has been using 
the bicycle as a vehicle for social 
change for 40 years! 
 This year I'm riding in mem-
ory of my best friend Jim Baker 
who passed away in January 
from prostate cancer.  With the 
help of the thousands of bicycles 
they reclaim each year, Bikes 
Not Bombs provides skill devel-
opment, jobs, and sustainable 
transportation to underserved 
youth and adults in Boston and 
across the Global South. The 
need for this work has only in-
creased in recent years, and 
since Bikes Not Bombs' mission 
is so important to me, I’m work-
ing hard to support them. When I 
thought about people who would 
be willing to help me raise mon-
ey, I thought of you. Would you 
be willing to donate to my ride? 
This Bike-A-Thon is Bikes Not 

Bombs biggest fundraiser each 
year. 
 If you’d like to help me reach 
my goal, you can visit my page 
and make a donation here: https://
secure.qgiv.com/event/bike-a-
thon2025/account/1919788/. You 
can also leave a message for me 
about why you decided to donate 
– I’d love to hear from you!
 If you can think of others who 
might be interested in making a 
donation in support of Bikes Not 
Bombs, please forward this email 
to them or share it on social 
media. You’d be helping a truly 
unique and powerful organiza-
tion (and me) by spreading the 
word. 
 Thank you so much for help-
ing me reach my goal. I couldn’t 
do this without you!
 For additional information 
about Bikes Not Bombs or this 
year’s Bike-A-Thon 2025, please 
visit https://secure.qgiv.com/
event/bike-a-thon2025/.

Daniel Krulewitch
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EMAIL YOUR AD TO 
 CLASSIFIEDS@JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM. 
 For more info. call 781-485-0588

SERVICES

David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 
617-676-5676.

HEDGE CUTTING: Looking for help landscaping? Call Glenn 617-477-
7669

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU25P0921EA

Estate of:
Altagrace
Pompilus

Date of Death:
05/28/2023

To all interested 
persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by 
Guerdy Jean-Poix of 
Cranston, RI requesting 
that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in 
the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Guerdy Jean-Poix 
of Cranston, RI be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 06/09/2025.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 

written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 28, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett, 
Esq.
Register of Probate

05/23/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO EXPAND THE 

POWERS OF A GUARDIAN
Docket No. 

SU09P1709GD
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts 
The Trial Court
Probate and 
Family Court

Suffolk Probate 
and Family Court 

24 New Chardon Street 
Boston MA, 02114

In the interests of: Rich-
ard Dorian of: Jamaica 

Plain, MA
RESPONDENT Incapaci-
tated Person/Protected 

Person
To the named Respon-
dent and all other 
interested persons, a 
petition has been 
filed by Department 
Of Mental Health of 
Westborough, MA in 
the above captioned 
matter requesting that 
the court: Expand the 
powers of a Guardian of 
the Respondent.
The petition asks the 
court to make a determi-
nation that the powers 
of the Guardian and/
or Conservator should 
be expanded, modified, 
or limited since the time 
of the appointment. The 
original petition is on 
file with the court.
You have the right to 
object to this proceed-
ing. If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written 
appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 AM 
on the return date of 
06/05/2025. This day 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by 
which you have to file 
the written appearance 
if you object to the pe-
tition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance 
by the return date, 
action may be taken 
in this matter without 
further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit 
stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away 
the above-named 

person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial af-
fairs or both. The above-
named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If 
the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed 
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: May 12, 2025
Stephanie Everett
Register of Probate

5/23/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114

DIVORCE
SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION 
Docket No.

SU25D0696DR
Federico
Reynoso
Plaintiff

vs.
Johanny Reynoso

Defendant

To the Defendant: 
The Plaintiff has filed a 
Complaint for Divorce 
requesting that the 
Court grant a divorce for 
Irretrievable Breakdown.
The Complaint is on file 
at the Court.
An Automatic Restrain-
ing Order has been 
entered in this matter 
preventing you from 
taking any action which 
would negatively impact 

the current financial sta-
tus of either party. SEE 
Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411. 
You are hereby 
summoned and required 
to serve upon: Federico 
Reynoso 155 Williams 
St. Apt. 12 Jamaica 
Plain, MA 02130, your 
answer on or before 
07/17/2025. If you fail 
to do so, the court will 
proceed to the hearing 
and adjudication of this 
action. You are also 
required to file a copy of 
your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register 
of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian 
J. Dunn, Esquire, First 
Judge of this Court.
Date: April 29, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate 
Court

5/23/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court 
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU25P1096EA

Estate of:
David Sargent

Birkett
Also known as:
David Sargent
Birkett, David

S. Birkett 
Date of Death:
04/02/2025

To all interested 
persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Martha Bordwell 
of Minneapolis, MN re-
questing that the Court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Gregory T. Pearce, 
Esq. of Cambridge, MA 
be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 06/09/2025.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty days (30) 
days of the return day, 
action may be taken 
without further notice 
to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised ad ministration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 

from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 19, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

05/23/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF 
PETITION TO EXPAND

THE POWERS OF A
GUARDIAN
Docket No.

SU23P0076GD
In the Interests of:
Claudio Fontoura

Of: Jamaica Plain, MA 
RESPONDENT

Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person

To the named Respon-
dent and all other 
interested persons, a 
petition has been filed 
by Boston Medical 
Center of Boston, MA 
in the above captioned 
matter requesting that 
the court:
Expand the powers of a 
Guardian
The petition asks the 
court to make a determi-
nation that the powers 
of the Guardian and/
or Conservator should 
be expanded, modified, 
or limited since the time 
of the appointment. The 
original petition is on 

file with the court.
You have the right to 
object to this proceed-
ing. If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written 
appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. 
on the return date of 
05/29/2025. This day 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by 
which. You have to file 
the written appearance 
if you object to the pe-
tition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance 
by the return date, 
action may be taken 
in this matter without 
further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit  
stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away 
the above-named 
person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial af-
fairs or both. The above-
named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If 
the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed 
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 06, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

05/23/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
(617)788-8300

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION

NOTICE
Docket No.

SU25P0973EA
Estate of:

Manuel J. Perry, Jr.
Date of Death:
 02/26/2025

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned 
estate, by Petition of 
Petitioner Mark S. Perry 
of Nantucket, MA
Mark S. Perry of 
Nantucket, MA has been 
informally appointed as 
the Personal Represen-
tative of the estate to 
serve without surety on 
the bond.
The estate is being 
administered under in-
formal procedure by the 
Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not 
required to be filed with 
the Court, but interested 
parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including distribution 
of assets and expenses 
of administration. 
Interested parties are 
entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to ob-
tain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representa-
tives appointed under 
informal procedure. 
A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the 
Petitioner.

05/23/25
JP

Register now for the 2025 BNBL
Special to the Gazette

 The Boston Parks and Recre-
ation Department is now accept-
ing team registrations for the 
2025 season of the Boston Neigh-
borhood Basketball League 
(BNBL), the oldest neighborhood 
basketball league in the United 
States.
 Established in 1969, BNBL 
has been a cornerstone of sum-
mer youth sports in Boston for 
over five decades, offering a fun, 
safe, and competitive environ-
ment for players ages 6 through 

18. The league provides an op-
portunity for youth across the 
city to build skills, form friend-
ships, and compete for the cham-
pionship title in three age-based 
divisions for both boys and girls:
 • 18 and Under
 • 15 and Under
 • 13 and Under
 • 11 and Under 
 Teams compete weekly from 
July 7 through August 22, cul-
minating in an exciting champi-
onship series in August. Coaches 
must pre-register their teams 
during the month of May to se-

cure a spot in the league. Regis-
tration is now available online 
at boston.gov/parks-sports. For 
questions, contact Charlie Con-
ners at charlie.conners@boston.
gov or Roger Roberts at roger.
roberts@boston.gov. 
 To stay up to date with news, 
events, and improvements in 
Boston parks visit boston.gov/
parks, call (617) 635-4505, join 
our email list, and follow our so-
cial channels @bostonparksdept 
on X, Facebook, Instagram, and 
@parks.boston.gov on Bluesky. 
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