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DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS
Gerry Wright may have turned 90 years old but shows everyone that he still has some dance moves.

T . i

Matt Wright, Gerry’s son, with
Community Service Care Board Tom Carney, Armondo J Silva, and Paul O’Brien. See

Chair Crystal Jones.

more photos on Pages 12 and 13.

A Journey for the Ages

COMMENTARY BY JOHN SwWAN

When I first wandered into
Jamaica Plain in 1969 my Cam-
bridge friends warned me that
it was a dangerous place. Crime
and arson plagued the deterio-
rating neighborhood, especially
around Jamaica Pond. The state
also planned to cut an I-95 exten-
sion through the middle of Bos-
ton and Jamaica Plain, further

isolating the already struggling
area.

But in what became a na-
tional model for community ac-
tivism, a new group of young
urban homesteaders began the
process of turning Jamaica Plain
into what is now- the jewel of
Boston. Leading the way was
Gerry Wright, a former Method-
ist minister turned environmen-
talist / human service provider,

along with a large group of new-
ly minted activists in the early
1970s who helped stop the I-95
extension.

On May 21 hundreds gath-
ered at the Loring Greenough
House to celebrate Gerry’s 90th
birthday and his long list of ac-
complishments, including found-
ing Community Service Care,

Continued on Page 2

Mayor Wu addresses
residents’ concerns about
White Stadium project
at JPNC meeting

By GAzETTE STAFF

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) held its reg-
ular monthly meeting on Tues-
day, May 27. On hand for the
session were chair Renee Stac-
ey Welch, Purple Reign, Willie
Mitchell, Bernie Doherty, Dave
Baron, Sarah Freeman, Leah Dz-
intars, Danielle Sommer-Kieta,
Peter DeCotis, Caliga, Michael
Reiskind, and Lorenzo Bartoloni.

The special guest for the eve-
ning was Boston Mayor Michelle
Wu, who answered questions
from the members and from the
public regarding the city’s con-
troversial plan to allow the new
Boston women’s professional soc-
cer team, Boston Legacy FC, to
use White Stadium for its home
games.

The city is partnering with
the team to undertake a $200
million reconstruction of White
Stadium, of which the team will
contribute $109 million and the
city $91 million. White Stadium,
which was built in 1949, had fall-
en into a total state of disrepair
over the decades and had been
unusable for the past 35 years.

The project will transform
the site into a modern-day soccer
stadium that also will provide
the Boston public schools with
a sorely-needed, state-of-the-art
athletic facility.

Those who spoke against the
proposal cited a wide range of
issues, including their view that

the stadium will be a second-rate
venue for a women’s professional
and that the ban on parking on
game days in JP adversely will
affect local businesses.

“We can have a conversa-
tion with the businesses about
what they are worried about in
terms of parking and what kind
of parking needs they have on
weekends and on weeknights,”
said Wu. “We also can get more
specific about what kinds of
parking restrictions will apply.
The parking restrictions are
needed to protect residents, but
we have heard from a lot of local
businesses that they are excited
for additional foot traffic because
fans will be using public trans-
portation to get to the game.

“The proposal opens up a lot
of additional green space, con-
trary to what has been said oth-
erwise,” the mayor continued.
“There will be amenities outside
the stadium and drainage issues
will be fixed.

“In terms of the stadium’s
suitability for a women’s profes-
sional soccer team, the team it-
self has made their own decisions
that this is their best option,”
said Wu. “They believe that if
they were to share a stadium
with the men, they would end
up playing second fiddle, which
has been the experience in other
cities. They want their own space
where they can shine and that

Continued on Page 2
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A Journey

Continued from page 1

which has stepped back from
its original mission of providing
residential services for young
adults in need, to now becoming
an incubator supporting grass-
roots organizations and local
leadership.

As Gerry steps down as CEO,
while still filling a roll as advi-
sor, he leaves a legacy that will
shine for generations to come.

“T'll remember all the spirit
here until my last day,” he told
supporters and former clients,
some coming from as far away
as North Carolina. “Now let’s go
forward and help this communi-
ty, and far beyond, to be a better
society.”

“Gerry never tried to hand
down sage advice,” said new CEO
Allison Yoos, who explained part
of his leadership skills was that
“he just lets each one of us follow
our own personality.”

“The only way to describe
Gerry is that he has a calming
energy that is also full of fire,”
said Chrystal Jones, a former
client while at Boston Universi-
ty and now a Board member of
Community Service Care.

Anirascible, undeniable force
of nature, Gerry would have fit in

as comfortably with 19th century
icons Walt Whitman and Fred-
rick Law Olmsted (both of whom
he portrayed in one-man shows)
as he has with modern political
and social leaders he’s worked
with like James Meredith, Nor-
man Vincent Peale, Jack and Ted
Kennedy, and Michael Dukakis.

A short list of organizations
Gerry has founded includes: in
1964, the Dynamic Action Resi-
dence Enterprise (DARE), a na-
tionally recognized leader in sup-
ported housing for young adults
at risk of being institutional-
ized; in 1975, the Massachu-
setts Council of Human Service
Providers to help develop fund-
ing sources for non-profits; in
1982, Community Service Care,
continuing DARE’s mission; in
1983, the Jamaica Pond Project,
renovating the boat house and
bandstand while cleaning up the
area and making it safe after
years of neglect; then in 1996,
The Caring Force to advocate for
human service workers.

Always willing to share the
stage, Gerry credits his work-
ing partners Charlie Hauck who
managed the human services,
and Christine Cooper who ran
the Jamaica Pond Project, as
crucial to the groups’ success.
“Charlie and Christine did the
real work in the trenches,” he

said. Both have since passed, but
Gerry has remained the heart-
beat of JP’s resurgence for the
past seven decades.

It all started here in JP in
1957 when Gerry, a graduate
student in the divinity program
at Boston University, saw a
flight of seagulls heading inland
and asked a friend where they
were going. His friend said Ja-
maica Pond. According to his son
Matt, who has moved on from his
leadership role in the I Have a
Dream Foundation to help Gerry
and his organization transition
to new leadership under Allison,
“Gerry followed those gulls and
never left.”

Although over the years, Ger-
ry did make more than a few
sorties outside JP.

In the early 1970s Gerry’s
appearance on the Tonight Show
with Johnny Carson help publi-
cize the importance of the DARE
program to the nation

Then in the 1980s he made
34 trips to the Soviet Union,
Russia and Ukraine, running
marathons and creating the
Worldwide Running Club for
Peace, the American Ukrainian
Trade Council and the American
Russian Forestry Alliance.

Those trips led to his fate-
ful meeting in 1991 in Boston
with the first president of free

Ukraine, Leonid Kravchuk, who
invited Gerry to visit him in
Ukraine. During that trip Ger-
ry mentioned that he and his
wife Thalia, an arts administra-
tor and theater director, were
interested in adopting a child.
Kravchuk suggested Gerry visit
alocal Ukraine orphanage, “And
when I saw this beautiful, mag-
ical child, just 20 months old, I
knew she was the one,” he said.

“So much has happened in
the Ukraine, I don’t know what
my life would have been like if
not for Gerry and Thalia,” said
their daughter Emily, a former
Park Ranger now working in re-
tail. “But I realize every day I'm
living a Cinderella story. My dad
and mom have always been the
number one cheerleaders for me
and my brother, and I'm blessed
to have a sibling to look up to.”

Then in 2015, at the age of
eighty, Gerry decided to bring
his environmental message
nationwide, driving alone in a
cross-country tour performing
his popular Olmsted play “Pas-
sages in Life of an Unpractical
Man” in national parks through-
out the country. But before he
left Thalia insisted Gerry, who
eschews high tech, carry a cell
phone with him.

“He did use it,” she laughed,
“But it’s been in a drawer ever

since then.”

Gerry’s life in the public fo-
rum should come as no surprise
since he had an auspicious be-
ginning. In 1935 he was one of
the infants chosen to represent
Clapp’s Baby Foods in ads in
publications like Life magazine.
Then Depression and World War
Two shaped his first ten years.
“That’s when my soul and spirit
developed,” he explained. “When
I see a problem it takes me back
to my youth when I learned from
my family to help other people.”

That background lead him to
the University of Maine, Cornell,
Boston University, Methodist
Church in Essex where he served
four years as Minister, and what
he calls his first “soul-searching
trip” around the United States
in 1962— and of course, following
the gulls here to Jamaica Plain.

It's been a long journey, but
along the way Gerry said he’s
learned the importance of “em-
bracing the challenges of life,
and how connected we all are to
the earth and to each other.”

It’s been our blessing that he
chose to settle in our community.
Every resident of JP owes a debt
of gratitude to this amazing man.
I’'m honored to call him not just a
friend, but also a brother. He is
a without a doubt a man for all
seasons.

JPNC

Continued from page 1

this is a size that is appropriate
for them.

“My main focus has been to
ensure that for the 90%-plus
rest of the time, the athletic
complex will be in use for our
public schools and the public,”
Wu continued. “It is guaranteed
legally to be open to our commu-
nity and our students and this is
all codified in the contract with
the team.”

In other business, the mem-
bers approved all of the rec-
ommendations of the Zoning
Committee, giving a favorable
vote to requests for variances
for 3458 Washington St. (a new
36-unit building), 14 Varney St.,
10 Westerly St., 15 Conry Cres-
cent, and 12 Rear Union Ave.,
and rejecting the application for
561-579 Centre St., the site of
a former gas station, where the
owner is proposing to construct
a four-story, 12-unit residential
building.

All of the owners still must go
before the city’s Zoning Board of

FREE

Roxbury Tai Chi Academy offers

tal Cchi CLASSES

At The Fort Monument
120 Fort Hill Avenue, Roxbury, MA

Tuesdays & Thursdays: 6:30pm - 8:00pm
Saturdays: 11:00am - 1:00pm

Appeals to obtain their varianc-
es.

The full committee also
approved all of the recommen-
dations of the Public Service
Committee for three new liquor
licenses.

The first request pertained
to Mr. Drinky, 606 Centre St.,
for a common victualler and sev-
en-day all-alcohol license for a
cocktail lounge from 5 p.m. to
1 a.m. The space is the former
JP Fruit. The lounge will have
a capacity of 26 persons and the
owner highlighted his artisanal
ice abilities.

Brendan Behan Pub
378A Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

The Third Cliff Bakery asked
for a beer and wine license and
for a takeout license at 3531
Washington St.

The third application, from
AAA Restaurant in Egleston Sq.
at 3141 Wash St., sought an
all-alcohol license, entertain-
ment license for two TVs, and a
takeout license.

Sommer-Kieta presented the
report of the Housing and Devel-
opment Committee, which held
a joint meeting with the Zoning
Committee for a presentation by
Reuben Kantor, a Senior Policy
Advisor with the BPDA, regard-
ing the PLAN: JP/ROX guide-
lines that have been in effect for
the past eight years.

Sommer-Kieta said Kantor
reported that there has been a
decline in the filings of new proj-
ects compared to the rest of the
city and there has not been strict
compliance with the so-called
density bonus which requires
developers to add more afford-
able housing units in exchange
for higher density.

However, Kantor acknowl-

edged that much has changed
in the past eight years, which
has made the goals of JP/ROX
difficult to bring to fruition. Ac-
cording to the BPDA’s website,
“The PLAN: JP/ROX document
provides recommendations and
strategies around affordable
housing, jobs and businesses,
guidelines for urban design, and
suggestions for improvements
to transportation, connections,
open space, sustainability, and
the public realm.”

Reiskind expressed his view
that he was “astounded that the
BPDA believes that there has
been less development in JP,
when the reality is that this
is the most-intensely developed
corridor in the city over the past
eight years. Most people feel
there has been too much.”

Sommer-Kieta concluded her
committee’s report by noting,
“The one area where we vastly
beat the rest of the city is in
unaffordability.”

The next meeting of the JPNC
is set for June 24.



Jamaica PLaiN GAZETTE

e JUNE 13,2025 +« 3

[T°S ICE CREAM SEASON!

J.P. Licks announces new flavors and a Levain Bakery collaboration for summer 2025

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

J.P. Licks is excited to an-
nounce their May & June 2025
ice cream flavors, featuring
brand-new creations — Pineap-
ple Upside Down Cake, Orange
Chocolate Chip, and Cotton Can-
dy — returning favorites — Cook-
ies ‘N’ Dough, Extreme Choco-
late, Cinnamon Toast Crunch
— and a new dairy-free flavor
— Peanut Butter Chip — as well
as a collaboration with Levain
Bakery.

J.P. Licks’ new flavors have
arrived just in time for summer!
Pineapple Upside Down Cake is
inspired by the classic dessert
and features sweet pineapple ice
cream loaded with brown sug-
ar topped cake and maraschino
cherries. Pineapple Upside Down
Cake is available in J.P. Licks
locations now through June 2025
while supplies last. Orange Choc-
olate Chip is a creation straight
from the mind of our founder,
Vincent Petryk, who wanted to
create an ice cream to emulate

his favorite chocolate orange
candies. The result is a creamy
orange ice cream loaded with
soft, dark chocolate chips. Ad-
ditionally, J.P. Licks is pleased
to announce the introduction of
a Cotton Candy flavor, which
has long been requested by J.P.
Licks fans. Orange Chocolate
Chip and Cotton Candy will be
available in J.P. Licks locations
from June through July 2025,
while supplies last. Summer
marks the return of J.P. Licks’
rotating dairy-free ice cream se-
lection. Peanut Butter Chip is
a rich, dairy-free peanut butter
ice cream loaded with chocolate
chips. Peanut Butter Chip will be
available in J.P. Licks locations
for the month of June 2025, while
supplies last.

J.P. Licks is thrilled to an-
nounce its Summer 2025 collab-
oration with Levain Bakery. This
summer, ice cream and cookie
lovers can now get J.P. Licks ice
cream alongside the world-fa-
mous Levain Bakery cookies.
Available exclusively in Boston

Inaugural Forest Hills Community

History Night and Potluck set for June 28

On Saturday, June 28 from
5 to 7pm the JP Historical Soci-
ety and Wenham Street Cinema
will host the first ever Forest
Hills Community History Night
and Potluck! The location is 23
Wenham St.

At this event some of our
most long standing neighbors
will share their memories of For-
est Hills, take questions such as
was there ever a candy shop at
Forest Hills?

ACE Hardware City

CELEBRATING 33 YEARS
IN BUSINESS, IN OUR JP COMMUNITY"!

Paint, keys, electrical,
plumbing, screen,window

repair and sharpening service.

We now carry Benjamin Moore Paint
656 Centre St. Jamaica Plain

L 617-983-5466 )

at Levain Bakery’s Back Bay
and Seaport bakeries beginning
Friday, May 30th, the Bakery in-
vites customers to enjoy Levain
cookies “4 la Mode” with a scoop
of J.P. Licks’ Vanilla ice cream.
“Summer is our season.” Says
J.P. Licks Founder and Owner
Vincent Petryk. “We're always
trying to push the envelope with
our flavors and collaborations to
create something fresh and excit-
ing but relevant to our custom-
ers. We take a lot of inspiration
from the world around us and
feedback from the community.
We have a mix of new and re-
turning flavors, as well as a new
collaboration, so there’s a little
something for everyone.”

Locally owned and operated
by Vincent Petryk, J.P. Licks
now boasts 17 store locations
throughout Massachusetts and
has remained homemade and
locally owned and operated.
The company employs around
450 employees in the summer
months and ships coffee (which
is roasted in-house at the Ja-
maica Plain store) and merchan-
dise anywhere in the continen-
tal USA. All ice cream and ice
cream cakes are made in house
in the Jamaica Plain headquar-
ters. Since opening its doors, J.P.
Licks has been committed to sup-
porting each store’s community
by donating in-kind donations to
small, local organizations.

J.P. Licks has won many
awards over the years for their
intensely flavored homemade
ice cream and frozen yogurt, in-
cluding a Best of Boston 2021
award from Boston Magazine.
J.P. Licks has received over 300
“Best of” awards over the last
43 years. Known for their high
quality, scrumptious treats J.P.
Licks was named Greater Boston
Chamber of Commerce’s 2006
“Small Business of the Year”.
Dedham, MA 02026

J.P. Licks is located 659 Cen-
tre St., in Jamaica Plain, and
operates 17 total locations across
Boston and the Commonwealth.

Visit www.jplicks.com for
more information.

| CITY FEED and SUPPLY |

SANDWICHES
Coffee & Espresso Drinks

Natural Foods & Organic Produce

LOCAL GOODS - ALL KINDS!

2 LOCATIONS IN JAMAICA PLAIN

CITY FEED and SUPPLY
672 Centre Street

617-524-1700

SHOP LOCAL J.P!

(24

CITY FEED ana SUPPLY
66a Boylston Street

ADVERTISE IN THE GAZETTE
For RaTES PLEASE CALL

781-485-0588
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Local activist turned author describes The Battle for Boston under Mayor Flynn

By SANDRA STOREY / SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The mayoral administration
of Ray Flynn set a progressive
tone and agenda that has last-
ed until today in Boston and
around the country, according
to The Battle for Boston: How
Mayor Ray Flynn and Commu-
nity Organizers Fought Racism
and Downtown Power Brokers,
by Jamaica Plain resident Don
Gillis.

Gillis, with a doctorate in
urban sociology and the sociol-
ogy of education from Boston
University now, was and is a
political activist and community
organizer who became a senior
advisor to Flynn in those days.

“Flynn helped establish en-
during foundations in neighbor-
hoods, racial equality, and prin-
ciples of sharing growth,” Gillis
said in an interview early this
month. "Ending racial violence
was important to him,” Gillis
said. “On the cultural level, ra-
cial tranquility made everything
possible.”

Affordable housing was a
strong component of Flynn’s
administration, Gillis reports.
Flynn, who was a City Councilor
before he became mayor, had
all departments that dealt with
housing come together regularly
to make sure permitting was
getting done. “Linkage was the
brew that kept it all together,”
Gillis said.

Flynn's care and respect for
neighborhood people of all differ-
ent groups comes through clearly
in the book. He hired many local
activists and community orga-
nizers to work for him, and he
listened to them. Peter Dreier,
Lisa Chapnick, Jovita Fontanez
and Gillis himself were some
examples.

Because of their progressive,
new ideas, they got called “San-
dinistas.” after the successful
revolutionaries in Nicaragua in
the late 1970s.

Flynn created Neighborhood
Councils, which still exist today,
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COURTESY PHOTO
Don Gillis, author of The
Battle for Boston: How Mayor
Ray Flynn and Community
Organizers FoughtRacismand
Downtown Power Brokers.

to advise about City policies and
actions in the neighborhoods. He
appointed the original members.
Now, most, including in JP, are
chosen by neighborhood-wide

election.

Flynn and his administration
created quite a few other import-
ant departments, programs and
policies during his service as
mayor from 1984 to 1993 that
remain in Boston government
today. Gillis describes them and
their inceptions in the book.

They include the Mayor's Of-
fice of Neighborhood Services
(MONS), Safe Neighborhoods,
the Boston Neighborhood Bas-
ketball League, equity restric-
tions on affordable housing
purchases, and a Community
Disorders Unit in the police de-
partment to deal with race-relat-
ed crimes.

Flynn had a strong hand in
furthering linkage and inclusion-
ary zoning to also create afford-
able housing out of market rate
development.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu
praised Flynn on the book jacket.
Five other politicians and schol-
ars—including President Bill
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Please write...

The Gazette welcomes letters to the editor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week
before publication. Letters may be emailed to letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.
Please include address and telephone number for verification purposes.

Anonymous letters will not be published. More information: 617-524-7662

Clinton and Bill de Blasio, for-
mer Mayor of New York City and
author of the foreword—have
praised The Battle for Boston.

“After taking office during a
time of financial crisis and deep
division, Mayor Flynn helped
bring people together to solve
problems and advance the com-
mon good across the city’s neigh-
borhoods. His administration
made Boston better, fairer, and
stronger,” Clinton wrote.

“The Battle for Boston helps
us understand the challenges in
urban America today and the
role of progressive leadership
in city politics. It is a must-read
for students of urban politics
and lovers of cities. It proves
that progressives can win and
put their vision into action,” de
Blasio wrote.

Asked what motivated him
to write the book, Gillis said, “I
want people to learn why Boston
came to be the way it is, how
progressivism came from com-
munity organizers and a mayor
working together.

“People expect to be listened
to,” he added. “The progressivism
[of the Flynn administration] of-
fered a new set of expectations, a
new set of responsibilities. Peo-
ple have to understand how we
got where we are and how to
sustain the progress.”

The Battle for Boston was
released by Fordham University
Press on May 6. Gillis is giving
book talks in several neighbor-
hoods this month: June 13, 6:30
p.m. Frugal Bookstore, 57 War-
ren St., Roxbury, in conversation
with Mayor Ray Flynn. June 14,
2 p.m. Jamaica Plain Branch
Library, 30 South St., Jamaica
Plain, in conversation with City
Councilor Ben Weber and Enid
Eckstein. June 16, 6 p.m. Cod-
man Square Branch Library, 690
Washington St., Dorchester, in
conversation with Bill Walczak.
June 17, 6 p.m. West End Muse-
um, 150 Staniford St., Suite 7,
Boston. For more information,
visit battleforboston.com.

Sandra Storey is publisher
emerita of the Jamaica Plain
Gazette.

Before becoming a journalist,
Storey was appointed to the first
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood
Council in 1985 and was elected
by the group to be the council
chair.
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T1LOCAL STUDENTS IN THE NEWS

JADEN MITCHELL
RECOGNIZED AT
2025 STUDENT LIFE

AWARDS

Jaden Mitchell, a member of
Stonehill College's Class of 2025
from Jamaica Plain was recently
honored at the institution's Stu-
dent Life Awards, held Sunday,
April 27, 2025. This program

celebrates campus community
members for their outstanding
contributions to the betterment
of Stonehill.

Stonehill College, a Catholic
institution of higher learning,
was founded by the Congregation
of Holy Cross in 1948. Located on
the beautiful 384-acre campus
and former estate of Frederick
Lothrop Ames in North Easton,

Forest Hills Community
History Night and Potluck

~ Sat. June 28th 5-7pm - 23 Wenham St. ~

oral history! A group of our most veteran
neighbors will share their memories of Forest
Hills, take questions, and pass down
neighborhood lore. -

Society and

ail.com for

Massachusetts, it is a communi-
ty of scholarship and faith, an-
chored by a beliefin the inherent
dignity of each person.

Through more than 100 ac-
ademic programs in the liber-
al arts, sciences, business and
pre-professional field, Stonehill
College provides an education of
the highest caliber that fosters
critical thinking, free inquiry
and the interchange of ideas for
over 2,500 students.

Stonehill College educates
the whole person so that each
Stonehill graduate thinks, acts
and leads with courage toward
the creation of a more just and
compassionate world.

MITCHELL GRADUATES
FROM STONEHILL

COLLEGE

Jaden Mitchell of Jamaica
Plain, was one of 614 students
to process at Stonehill College’s
74th Commencement, held on
Sunday, May 18, 2025.

During the ceremony, former
Red Sox announcer Joe Castigli-
one gave the keynote address. He
also received an honorary Doctor
of Human Letters degree along-
side Elizabeth (Fox) Hayden ‘76,
a member of Stonehill’s Board of
Trustees.

Visit Stonehill College’s web-
site for full coverage of the cere-
mony.

Continued on Page 6

The Most Rev. Cristiano G. Barbosa visited St. Thomas Aquinas
Church on Saturday, May 24 to administer the Sacrament of
Confirmation at the 4 p.m. Mass. The church was filled for
the happy occasion.

VISIT US AND ENJOY!!!

Inside And Pod Patio Seating Available!

Qevergreen

eatery + cafe

Friendly Neighborhood Diner

O | 6

154 Green St JP 02130 617-477-9573 evergreeneateryjp.com

OPEN 8:00am to 8:30pm Tuesday - Sunday
Delivery available 3pm-8:30pm

154 Green St. JP « 617-477-9573
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JAMAICA PLAIN

4 Marlou Terrace, Unit 3

2 Beds | 1IF Bath | 922 Sq. Ft.
Offered at $650,000

Gioulianna Dimitri | 857.294.8267

SCAN TO VIEW MORE PROPERTIES
GIBSONSOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

Each office is independently owned and operated. Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates
LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act

All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal
without notice.
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SNHU ANNOUNCES
SPRING 2025 DEAN'S

LIST

It is with great pleasure that
Southern New Hampshire Uni-
versity (SNHU) congratulates
the following students on being
named to the Spring 2025 Dean's
List. The spring terms run from
January to May.

Full-time undergraduate stu-
dents who have earned a min-
imum grade-point average of
3.500 to 3.699 for the reporting
term are named to the Dean's
List. Full-time status is achieved
by earning 12 credits over each
16-week term or paired 8-week
terms grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

¢ Shawnte Lymon

¢ Issam Heredia-Bitar

¢ Zainielys Santiago

* Daina Estime

* Andrew Herd

* Benjamin Doerges

* Grant Manley

* Nicole Coletta

PRESTON NAMED
TO UNIVERSITY OF
RHODE ISLAND
DEAN’S LIST

The University of Rhode Is-
land is pleased to announce that
Daniel Preston of Jamaica Plain
has been named to its Spring
2025 Dean’s List.

To be included on the Dean’s

I1LOCAL STUDENTS IN THE NEWS

List, full-time students must
have completed 12 or more cred-
its for letter grades which are
GPA applicable during a semes-
ter and achieved at least a 3.30
quality point average. Part-time
students qualify with the accu-
mulation of 12 or more credits
for letter grades which are GPA
applicable earning at least a 3.30
quality point average.

Students named to the Dean’s
List represent nearly all of Rhode
Island’s cities and towns, all six
New England states, New York
and New Jersey, and many other
states and countries.

LOCAL RESIDENTS
NAMED TO DEAN’S
LIST

The following Jamaica Plain
residents were recently named
to the Dean’s List at the College
of William & Mary for the spring
2025 semester:

* Conor Downey

* Haley Englert

In order to achieve Dean’s
List status, a full-time degree
seeking undergraduate student
must take at least 12 credit
hours and earn a 3.6 Quality
Point Average during the semes-
ter.

William & Mary is the second
oldest institution of higher learn-
ing in the United States.

Need to wash your clothes?
JNDRYMATE <>

Sk Open Mon-Sun: 8am — 9pm

Last Wash a¢ 7:30 pm

2 (617) 962-4200 =

-y

For YoOur
HEALIT H

MIND & BODY

FITNESS TRAINING

FEEL YOUR BEST WITH 25-MINUTE SESSIONS OF
PRIVATE TRAINING LIVE ONLINE OR IN PERSON

GYMAICA PERSONAL TRAINERS

FITNESS@GYMAICA.COM 2 PORTER ST, JP 617-620-8155

LOCAL RESIDENT
NAMED TO WILLIAM &
MARY DEAN’S LIST

Haley Englert from Jamaica
Plain, MA was recently named
to the Dean’s List at the College
of William & Mary for the spring
2025 semester.

To achieve Dean’s List status,
a full-time degree seeking under-
graduate student must take at
least 12 credit hours and earn a
3.6 Quality Point Average during
the semester.

William & Mary is the second
oldest institution of higher learn-
ing in the United States.

MACDONALD NAMED
TO ASSUMPTION
UNIVERSITY’S SPRING
2025 DEAN’S LIST

Assumption University has
announced that Mary Macdon-
ald, of Jamaica Plain, Class of
2025, has been named to the
University’s Dean’s List for the
spring 2025 semester. Students
named to the Dean’s List must
achieve a grade point average
of 3.5 for a five-class, 15-cred-
it semester to be included on
the prestigious list, which is an-
nounced at the completion of the
fall and spring semesters.

“Earning the right to be
named to the Assumption Uni-
versity’s Dean’s List is an ex-
traordinary accomplishment and
we congratulate those students
who demonstrated exemplary
academic excellence this semes-
ter,” said Assumption University
President Greg Weiner, Ph.D.
“These students have demon-
strated a deep commitment to
the pursuit of truth in the com-
pany of friends that lies at the
heart of the Catholic liberal ed-
ucation Assumption provides.”

AIDAN CARROLL
GRADUATES FROM
COLLEGE OF THE
HOLY CROSS

Aidan Carroll of Jamaica
Plain received a bachelor of arts
degree Magna Cum Laude from
College of the Holy Cross.

Carroll is among 733 bachelor
of arts degree recipients Holy
Cross celebrated at its 179th
Commencement held in person
on Friday, May 23 at the DCU
Center in Worcester. Dr. Linda
LeMura, president of Le Moyne
College and the first female lay-
person to be named president

of a Jesuit institution of higher
education in the United States
delivered this year’s address to
the Class of 2025 and received
an honorary degree.

In her remarks, LeMura
emphasized that the goal of a
Jesuit-and specifically a Holy
Cross-education is to unite two
identities: the dreamer and the
doer, following the example of St.
Ignatius of Loyola.

“Graduates, my wish for
you-today, and every day-is
that you will hold tight to your
skills and to your dreams,” said
LeMura. “Treasure them both.
Your dreams will inspire your
work, and your work will inspire
your dreams. Never let go of the
whimsical, poetical, visionary
dreamer that lives in each and
every one of you.”

In addition to LeMura, Holy
Cross also awarded an honorary
degree to Sister Barbara Rogers,
RSCJ, a longtime leader of the
Newton Country Day School of
the Sacred Heart.

YOVAHNY ALEXANDER
GOMEZ NAMED TO
CLARKSON UNIVERSITY’S
DEAN’S LIST

Yovahny Alexander Gomez
of Jamaica Plain, a sophomore
majoring in business analytics,
was named to the Dean’s List
for the Spring 2025 semester at
Clarkson University.

Dean’s List students must
achieve a minimum 3.25 grade-
point average and also carry at
least 14 credit hours.

Clarkson University is a proven
leader in technological educa-
tion, research, innovation and
sustainable economic develop-
ment. With its main campus in
Potsdam, N.Y., and additional
graduate program and research
facilities in the Capital Region
and Hudson Valley, Clarkson

faculty have a direct impact on
more than 7,800 students annu-
ally through nationally recog-
nized undergraduate and grad-
uate STEM designated degrees
in engineering, business, science
and health professions; execu-
tive education, industry-relevant
credentials and K-12 STEM
programs. Alumni earn salaries
among the top 2% in the nation:
one in five already leads in the
c-suite. To learn more go to www.
clarkson.edu.

MARTIN GRADUATES
FROM THE UNIVERSITY
OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

Clayton Martin, of Jamaica
Plain, graduated with a Master
Of Science In Computer Science
from The University of Texas at
Austin in spring 2025.

Martin was one of nearly
9,500 students who received an
undergraduate, master’s or doc-
toral degree.

UT Austin celebrated its
142nd graduating class during
Commencement ceremonies on
May 10. Taylor Sheridan, the
creative force behind television
blockbusters such as “Yellow-
stone” and “Landman,” was the
featured Commencement speak-
er.

APONTE NAMED TO
LASELL UNIVERSITY
SPRING 2025 DEAN’S

LIST

Leslie Aponte, a Lasell Uni-
versity student from Jamaica
Plain was named to the Dean’s
List for their academic perfor-
mance in the Spring 2025 semes-
ter.

To be named to the Dean’s
List, Lasell students must com-
plete at least 12 credits as a
full-time student and achieve a
semester GPA of 3.5 or higher.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of
$195.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588
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2025 Boston Parks and Recreation
Summer program guide now available

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Looking for outdoor fun this
summer? Check out the Boston
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment's Summer Guide, a com-
plete schedule of free events
and activities for all ages. Vis-
it boston.gov/parks to view the
Summer Guide in a PDF version
or visit our offices at 1010 Mas-
sachusetts Avenue, 3rd floor,
to pick up your copy. Summer
Guides are also available at Bos-
ton City Hall, Boston Public Li-
braries, and select BCYF center
locations while supplies last.

The guide features free activ-
ities throughout Boston’s parks,
including concerts, movies, fit-
ness classes, sports centers, wa-
tercolor painting workshops, and
fun children's activities.

Highlights include:
* Summer Fitness Series

* The opening celebration at
the Boston Common Frog Pond
spray pool on June 24

* Arts & Craft Workshops for
children ages 3 to 10

¢ Watercolor Workshops in
June

* Movie Nights in parks citywide

¢ ParkARTS Neighborhood

0O ® @ @bostonparksdept | boston.gov,/parks

N Michelle Wi and the Pa :
Ri n Department present the

SUMMER

Concerts

¢ Sports Centers in East Bos-
ton, Dorchester, Mattapan, and
Jamaica Plain

¢ Intimate concerts on our
golf clubhouse patios

¢ The Tito Puente Latin Mu-
sic Series in the South End, East
Boston, Mission Hill, and Jamai-
ca Plain

* Leagues and tournaments
for basketball, baseball, softball,
golf, lacrosse, soccer, tennis, flag
football, and street hockey

* And much more!

To stay up to date with news,
events, and improvements in
Boston parks visit boston.gov/
parks, call (617) 635-4505, join
our email list, and follow our so-
cial channels @bostonparksdept
on X, Facebook, Instagram, and
@parks.boston.gov on Bluesky.

Mayor Michelle Wi ¥

CITY of BOSTON

Parks and Recreation

Karen McCormack
& Paula Callaghan

INSIGHT

FAYE SIMON

REAL ESTATE
Rentals & Sales

Your local & Independent Realtor
25 + years of Experience
Put my knowledge to work for you!

Cell: 617-438-1472
IayeSimonRealEstate.com
frmesimon@hotmail.com

Your Personal Real Estate Professional

lel: 617-524-0243

“Call Colleen”
617-529-5012

jamaicaplain@gmail.com

Faye R. Simon
Real Estate Broker |

Colleen Scanlan

INSIGHT

REALTY GROUP

#617-306-7804 « #857-205-6945
loveliveboston@gmail.com
Realtors with Experience

Love Where You Live

REAL ESTATE

Working for YOUR best results.

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Joe Fallon
617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

BERKSHIRE | Comm:

onwealth
HATHAWAY Real Estate
Homesierviers

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Stregt
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner

cell:*617.407.3638
fax: 617-624.0390
email: mcelroy55@renicom

jamaicahillrealty.com

68 South Street JP
REALTY GROUP

REAL ESTATE

Enriching lives
through real estate

REAL ESTATE

Ellen The
+ @ Denman
Janis Group(

COMPASS

617971.8940
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com
ellenandjanisrealestate.com

®B The Denman Group is a team of real estate agents

affiliateed with Compass, a licensed real estate broker, and
abides by Equal Housing Opportunit y laws.

YOUR BUSINESS HERE
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Massport awards annual STEM Scholarships

Two outstanding
local high school
students receive
awards

SPEcIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The Massachusetts Port
Authority (Massport) today an-
nounced the recipients of the
annual Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math (STEM)
Scholarships. The 2025 awards
were presented to two outstand-
ing students: Susana Alvares
Ruiz of Jamaica Plain and Alex-
ander Lee of East Boston, both
recognized for their exceptional
academic achievements, commu-
nity service, and commitment to
STEM fields.

“We are excited to award these
two Massport STEM Scholar-
ships,” said Massport CEO Rich
Davey. “Everything we do here at
Massport involves STEM. There

One of the 2025 Massport
STEM Scholarship Winners,
Alexander Lee.

are countless career paths in the
tech and science industries for
students to explore, and so many

ichusetis P

2025 DIVERSITY
STEM SCHOLARSHIP

One of the 2025 Massport
STEM Scholarship winners,
Susana Alvares Ruiz.

opportunities here in Massachu-
setts. We wish Alexander and
Susana the best of luck at school,

and hope these scholarships en-
courage even more students to
take a serious look at the STEM
disciplines when planning their
career paths.”

Alexander is a recent gradu-
ate of Boston Latin School and
will soon attend Carnegie Mellon
University to study Electrical
and Computer Engineering. Al-
exander was a member of North-
eastern University’s Young
Scholar Program while in High
School and presented at the 2024
MIT Undergraduate Research
Technology Conference. He also
self-taught himself circuit de-
sign.

Susana is a graduate of The
John D. O’Bryant School of
Mathematics and Science and
will be attending Wentworth
Institute to study Architecture.
She participated in Wentworth’s
Summer FAB program, con-
tributing to a full-scale, com-
munity-centered design project
in Charlestown, and joined the

ACE Mentor Program to gain
professional experience in archi-
tecture, construction, and engi-
neering.

Scholarships are awarded
to graduating high school stu-
dents who have a minimum
3.0 grade point average, have
shown an interest in pursuing
a degree that could be utilized
in the transportation industry,
have done community service,
accepted to an accredited college
or university and have submitted
essays describing their career
interests and community ser-
vice involvement. To date, the
program has awarded approxi-
mately $110,000 in scholarships
to 50 students from or attending
school in Boston, Chelsea, Win-
throp, Revere, Worcester, Bed-
ford, Concord, Lexington, and
Lincoln.

Students interested in ap-
plying for the 2026 internship
should visit www.massport.com
for eligibility requirements.

\

OCI

1. BOSTON BRIGHTON BROOKLINE NEWTON

Join the Official School of Boston Ballet

Enroll now and experience:

e Classes led by expert faculty for
children ages 16 months-18 years*

e A supportive environment where your

child can learn and

e Four convenient locations

Secure your spot today.

Financial aid is available.

*Age as of August 31, 2025.

Photo by Brooke Trisolini

OOL
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v+ PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER WHEN YOU ARE THROUGH —— THANK YOU
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June MOH Income Restricted Rental Opportunity

2 and 6 Lamartine
2 and 6 Lamartine St. Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

124 Income-restricted units IN THE LOTTERY

# of Estimated Rent Minimum Income* Maximum # built out for # built out for
bedrooms Square Income Limit mobility hearing
Footage (Based on HH impairments impairments
Size + AMI %)**

3 0 435-440 $1,447 $43,410 50% 2 -
5 1 600-610 $1,551 $46,530 50% - -
8 2 840-902 31,861 $55,830 50% - 1
2 3 1117-1120 $2,150 $64,500 50% 1 -
7 0 435-440 $1,737 $52,110 60% 2 -
9 1 600-610 $1,861 $55,830 60% 1 -
33 2 840-902 $2,233 $66,990 60% 3 1
3 3 1117-1120 $2,580 $77,400 60% 1 -
6 [0) 435 $1,950 358,500 80% - -
8 1 610 $2,250 $67,500 80% - -
9 2 902 $2,699 $80,970 80% - -
1 3 1117 $3,225 $96,750 80% - -
15 0 440 $2,210 $66,300 100% - 1
10 1 600 $2,420 $72,600 100% - -
5 2 840 $2,922 $87,660 100% 1 -

*Minimum Incomes are set by owner + based on # of bedrooms + Area Median Income (AMI). Minimum incomes do not apply to households with housing
assistance (Section 8, MRVP, VASH, AHVP) or for the units in this development that include a project-based voucher.

*Maximum Incomes
(set by HUD/MOH + based on household size + Area Median Income (AMI)

Household
size

50% AMI 60% AMI 80% AMI 100% AMI

1 $57,900 $69,480 $92,650 $112,650
2 $66,200 $79,440 $105,950 $128,750
3 $74,450 $89,340 $119,150 $144,850
4 $82,700 $99,240 $132,350 $160,900
5 $89,350 $107,220 $143,000 $173,800
6 $95,950 $115,140 $153,550 $186,650

Applications are available during the application period for 60 days, from April 29, 2025 - June 29, 2025

To fill out an application online, please visit bit.ly/BOSHousingLottery and select “RENTAL: 2 and 6 Lamartine”

To download a multilingual printable application please visit https: //bit.ly/LamartinePDFA

To have a hard copy of the application mailed to your mailing address, please call 857-241-2363 TTY: 711 or email lamartine@tcbinc.org.

Applications are available in person on the following days, dates, and times in the following place(s

Location

Monday - Friday (non-holidays) DATES /LOCATION (LOCATION MUST BE ACCESSIBLE)

Wednesday May 7, 2025 3PM - 7PM Amory Street Apartments, 125 Amory St. Boston, MA 02119
Saturday May 17, 2025 10AM - 2PM Amory Street Apartments, 125 Amory St. Boston, MA 02119
Saturday Jun 7, 2025 10AM - 2PM Jamaica Plain Public Library, 30 South St. Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
Thursday Jun 12, 2025 3PM - 7PM Amory Street Apartments, 125 Amory St. Boston, MA 02119

We will hold informational meetings on Wednesday, May 7, 2025, 4:00 PM, Amory Street Apartments, 125 Amory St. Boston, MA 02119,
Join virtually, too, through the following link: https: //tcbinc-org.zoom.us/j /88168272558
and Saturday, June 7, 2025, 10:00 AM, Jamaica Plain Public Library, 30 South St. Jamaica Plain, MA 02130, Join virtually, too, through
the following link: https: //tcbinc-org.zoom.us /j /82452981700

DEADLINE: Applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than June 29, 2025
Mailed to: 2 and 6 Lamartine Lottery, 125 Amory St. Boston, MA 02119

e Selection by Lottery.
e Asset & Use Restrictions apply.
. Preferences Apply.

For more information, language assistance, or reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities please call 857-241-2363 TTY: 711 or email ERUAL HOUZING

. . OFFORTUNITY
lamartine@tcbinc.org.
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Post Office
Centre St

JP Licks
659 Centre St

Oon Cehtre
676Centre St

JP Realty
7 Harris St

Cooperative Bank
Washington St

JP Seafood
730 Centre St

The Real Deal
732 Centre St

Gibson/Sotheby’s
Realty
713 Centre St

Happy Market
128 South St

Tikki Masala
3706 Washington St

Blanchards
741 Centre St

Dunkin’
755 Centre St

Bank of America
677 Centre St

Eastern Bank

CVvs
704 Centre St

Ace Hardware
656 Centre St

Citizens Bank
696 Centre St

True Value
698 Centre St

City Feed and Supply
672 Centre St

East Boston Bank
687 Centre St

CVS
407 Centre St

Whole Food
Centre St

MSPCA
350 S Huntington St

Stop & Shop
301 Centre St

Bank Of America
677 Centre St

Dunkin’
Centre St

Latino Restaurant
304 Centre St

Freddy Market
302 Centre St

Kappy's Pizza
304 Centre St

Square Market
331 Centre St

Rizzo’s Pizza
347 Centre St

Martial Academy
363 Centre St

Tropical Market
371 Centre St

CVS
Centre St

Laundromat
270 Centre St

687 Centre St

HOME SERVICE GUIDE

PAINTING

" J P EXT.

CARPENTRY

617-852-7409

JP resident

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Asbestos & Mold Issues?

For a Licensed
Inspector Call Neal
617-593-1664

Y BEB

Asbestos
¥

neal@nealcoinspects.com

Over 25 Years of Experienge!

ROOF REPAIR

Alexander Doyle

617-522-6116
All Work Guaranteed

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

dw4 carthen
>
¥ stoneworks

Design and Construction

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works

Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

MSS ELECTRICAL

LICENSED, INSURED w

IN COMM OF MASS
Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities
DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND

4 CPTED PRACTITIONER WITH A GREENER
+ . APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

AT 781-727-3694

GENERAL

ONTRACTING

1’NAUGHTON
CONTRCTING. S
Carpentry « House Painting Masonfy
Full or Partial Restoration of Home
Exterior Shingle « Clapboards « Decks

40 years in business
References, Licensed & Insured

617-327-2231 617-953-8523

LANDSCAPING

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and

odd job services.
20+ years of experience.

14 Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

TR

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

SULA\VALLEY

Additions kitchens bathrooms
New construction - General remodeling

617-981-9456

60 Amory St, Boston, MA 02119 infoggulavalley.com
Res. Comm. Insured Licenses: HIC 185545 CS-113672

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years
- experience. Honest & affordable. No job
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS!
Ask about our
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.
Cynthia “Kare” Shephard
617-930-0582(cell) ® karespainting@aol.com

WOODWORKING

CREIGHTON CABINETRY

Architectural Millwork
Custom Cabinetry
General Contracting

JIM CREIGHTON
617.655.2642

www.creightoncabinefry.com
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Camillo Liquor JP Health Centre Evergreen Café Ruggiores Market Egleston Pizza
280 Centre St 640 Centre St 154 Green St 3345 Washington St 3080 Washington St
Check Cash Same Old Place Metro Mark Apt Brookside Commu-

282Centre St

662 Centre St

3615 Washington St

nity Health Center

3297 Washington St

Santander Bank
Columbus & Washington

JP Laundry Center Smoke Shop Metro Mark Apt Landromax
410 Centre St 566 Centre St 3611 Washington St JP Apts Washington &
. / 3200washington St Colmb
Zesto's Pizza & Grill The Purple Cactus Rosmore Landry QUmbus
460 Centre St 674 Centre St Washington St Papi’s Market Walgreens
. AVAN 3145 Washington St ColumbBus A
Ideal Caffe & Pizza Unlimited Realty JP Kitchen s b aliy/
484 Centre St 633 Centre St 3510 Washington St YMCA Academy Market
3134 Washington St 1580 Columb
Clean Getaway Polkadog Bakery Bradddock Café oyumous
Laundry 42 South St 3484 Washington St 10 Store Goddar House
546 Centre St 3122 Washington St 201 Huntin t:)'n St
Flore’s Bakery Bmc Market 9
The Forbes Building 55 South St 3390 Washington St Chancy Liquor MT Pleasant Home
545 Centre St L Washington St 301 Huntington St
Italian Pizza Santia’s Bakery 9

Gentle Dental

172 South St

3381 Washington St

Praviana

612 Centre St

3093 Washington St

HOME SERVICE GUIDE

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION HANDYMAN

NZO canror | ([ ACE HANDYMAN
LANDSCAPING & - L Years of experience in carpentry, masonry, painting, fencing
: CONSTRUCTION. INC Estimates 0dd Jobs Big or Small | References Available
Roofing . P  Always Reasonable Prices!
Siding e Gutters| |’ ;a”zscgpz maintenance Fence Insiala v Call Phil 617-279-9815
Carpentry ® Painting| | 7o cornoe g WOODWORKING CLASSES
Flat Rubber Roofs| |. commercial & Residentia
* House Cleaning 617-590-2510 W d Ki
. Service Available Oo0awOorkKin
Famlly (IO |- Free estimates FU;L;(;N%[IJEEED class 9

No experience needed

HOME REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION
Home Remodeling

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small

(617) 361-6532

Member Better Business Bureau

&, Construction
Jis

Decks, Porches, Siding, Doors
Windows, Kitchens and Bathrooms

617-719-4200
alexisremodeling@yahoo.com

=NTIN|

LANDSCAPRING
& CONSTRUCTION

TREE REMOVAL * DOWN MULCH = SEED OR SOD
LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION = HOUSE CLEANING
ALL SERVICES COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
EREE ESTiIIMAYE!

CALL JAY 978-596-7985

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

Michael
Keohane

Free estimates

Licensed & Insured
Mass lic # 9290

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Thomas Murray Home Improvement

Carpentry « Painting « General Home Repairs
Remodeling

( Interior & Exterior )

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Build Your
BUSINESS

Licensed Contractor
(lic #CS 088319)

ROOF REPAIR

.
ROOF LEAKING?

* Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 « Ice & Snow Removal
Asphault Shingles + Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds
* Gutters - Downspouts « Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Family owned g
Operateq,
Years in busingss

Senior & Vets
20%

Discount

181-483-0988

(617) 888-8058

Licenced Free Estimates Insured
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A COMMUNITY CELEBRATION FOR GERRY WRIGHT AT LORING GREENOUGH HOUSE

PHoTos BY DEREK KouYyoumJiAN

Community Service Care
hosted a special celebration hon-
oring Gerry Wright, a trailblazer
in community-based care and
social services, who celebrated
his 90th birthday. The event took

place at the Loring Greenough
House in Jamaica Plain.

The celebration recognized
Wright’s decades-long dedication
to grassroots, community-rooted
care. As the founder of multiple
local and statewide initiatives,
Wright has been instrumental in

Carol Bell, George Wardle, and James Michel are longtime
friends of Gerry from the Unitarian First Church in JP.

PRIV ) 4

Dennis and Lyra O’Brien with Alex Gamota (center).

Ty [T > 5y BT

Cheryl Jean, and Carol
Miranda.

Gerry Wright greets friends
congratulating him on his 90th
birthday.

WILLIAM RAVEIS

GB

GABRIELLE BARON

C: 617.447.5350

0: 617.266.5200
Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert A

building alternatives to institu-
tionalization and supported gen-
erations of leaders in the commu-
nity-based care movement.

In addition to marking this
personal milestone, the evening
supported the ongoing mission
of Community Service Care.
Wright recently stepped down
from his longtime role as CEO
and now serves as Community
Liaison—continuing his com-
mitment to direct service and
advocacy.

“Gerry has always been about
people over programs,” said Ali-
son Yoos of Community Service
Care. “He pioneered communi-
ty-based group homes when that
was a radical idea. His work has
helped shape the entire land-
scape of human services in Mas-

L

Party guests look through pho
Gerry and his family.

For those unable to attend, mes-
sages and video greetings are
being collected to create a spe-
cial birthday tribute for Gerry
Wright. Community members

to albums and scrapbooks of

can share their stories and
well-wishes via the event web-
site: www.givebutter.com/Cele-
brateCommunity

sachusetts—and beyond.”
==}

Gerry’s wife Thalia Wright (2nd from right) and daughter Emily McCann (3rd from right) with

Gina Rheault, Hank Werlin, Connie Barbour, and Carol McCann.

colleagues speak about their lives with him.

Alison Yoos took over the
position when Gerry Wright
stepped down from the role.
Don‘tworry, Gerry Wright will
continueto be deeplyinvolved
in the organization and its
work in the community.

/

Academy of the Pacific Rim
student Thamel Thomas
talked about how the South

Street Youth Center helped

him develop and grow.

Gerry Wright with Michael Joseph.

Gerry Wright speaks to
everyone thanking them for
their birthday love.
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A COMMUNITY CELEBRATION FOR GERRY WRIGHT AT LORING GREENOUGH HOUSE
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Boston Park Rangers Gene SurvilloandHodari  Doris Burford and Bruce Smith.
Keels

Community Service Care Board Chair Crystal )
Jones recounts herexperiences meeting Gerry  Gerry Wright with Stephen Baird.
when she arrived in Boston for college and

working with him.

Gerry’s daughter Emily McCann thanked everyone for coming
to celebrate her father’s birthday.

4 )

Mount Pleasant Home

.. > . 3 now a human good community
) Colleen Torrann and Tommy
Gerry’s wife Thalia Wright, Carol Miranda, and Alison Yoos.  Shenefield. Historic 62+ Communify

Mount Pleasant Home is now managed by HumanGood
one of the nation’s largest and most reputable non-profit
operators of senior living communities.

Residents of Mount Pleasant Home enjoy quiet and
scenic views and life enrichment programs among many
inclusive amenities. And team members feel rewarded
by the natural engagement that comes from spending
their days among these amazing and welcoming people.
To learn more please visit www.MountPleasantHome.org

301 South Huntington Avenue
Jamaica Plain

(617) 522-7600

)

Many friends of Gerry Wright came out to celebrate his 90th birthday with him. \. : _/
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EDITORIAL

Our healthcare system
is on the critical list

Anyone who has been to a hospital emergency room lately has seen firsthand the health care crisis
that we are facing in this country.

ERs routinely are filled beyond capacity, with patients lying on their hospital beds in corridors while
they wait for a room to open up -- sometimes for days.

And during the respiratory illness season, when seniors and young children flood the ERs, our over-
crowded hospitals resemble something out of a developing country, rather than what is supposedly the
most advanced healthcare system in the world.

The statistics tell a bleak tale: The U.S. has less than three hospital beds per 1,000 residents, while
the European Union has more than five and Japan almost 13. On average, 75% of America’s hospital
beds are occupied on any given day, 11 points higher than in 2019.

In Boston’s hospitals, the daily occupancy rate reportedly is 86%. According to some experts, the system
becomes overloaded when the occupancy rate reaches 85%.

We grew up in a time (the 1960s-70s) when just about every city and town in Massachusetts had its own
hospital, institutions that were the pride of their communities. But starting in the 1970s, thanks to a
combination of declining reimbursement rates from state and federal governments and surging costs
for modern-day equipment (such as MRI machines) and treatment, community hospitals one-by-one
began to disappear, leaving us in our present predicament of too few hospitals serving too many people.
Another looming crisis in our healthcare system is a shortage of doctors. It is estimated that there are
1,010,892 active physicians in the U.S., of whom 851,282 are direct patient care physicians. (Physicians
who do research or are administrators represent the difference between the two numbers.)

Anyone whose primary care doctor recently has retired knows how difficult it is today to find a new
doctor. But this shortfall is only going to get worse over the next decade. By 2037, the United States is
expected to face a shortage of 187,130 physicians, including 87,150 primary care physicians.

It is estimated that there already are 75 million Americans who live in areas where it is difficult to
get access to primary care -- and the ratio of primary care providers is projected to decline to 76.8 per
100,000 people by 2037, from 81.6 per 100,000 in 2022.

To make matters worse, the present -- and future -- shortfalls in hospital beds and doctors do not take
into account the effects of the policies in Washington that are threatening to cut back on Medicaid eligi-
bility, to reduce Medicare reimbursements even further, to limit the loan programs available to medical
school students, and to restrict (if not prevent) foreign-born doctors from coming into this country.

In short, all of the ingredients are in place to create the Perfect Storm for a healthcare crisis in our nation.

There must be zero
tolerance for violent protests

We completely understand the anger and frustration on the part of many Americans with the manner
in which members of immigrant communities are being arrested and deported not only without any
semblance of due process of law, but also in a deliberately cruel and inhumane manner.

But the urge to respond with acts of lawlessness, including throwing rocks and dangerous objects at
police officers and other law enforcement personnel, burning vehicles in the street, smashing windows
of businesses, and defacing property, is not the answer.

The First Amendment of the Constitution guarantees the right “of the people peaceably to assemble”
-- and we would emphasize the word “peaceably.”

However, the protests that we have seen the past few days in Los Angeles have not been peaceful. They
are creating a dangerous situation for everybody concerned -- and it is inevitable that if the protesters
escalate their actions, the outcome will be a tragedy.

Those who are partaking in the protests should keep in mind the words of Winston Churchill during
the height of WWII when England was facing a threat to its very existence:

“You do your worst and we will do our best.”

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU...

The Gazette welcomes letters to the editor. Word limit: 500.
Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publication.
Letters may be emailed to
letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.
Please include address and telephone number for verification purposes.
Anonymous letters will not be published.
More information: 781-485-0588

The Bridge Project expands to
Boston, bringing groundbreaking

support to moms and babies

SPeCIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The Bridge Project — the na-
tion’s largest unconditional cash
program focused exclusively on
providing support to low-income
mothers and their babies — is
expanding to include the City of
Boston.

With this launch, The Bridge
Project extends its proven model
to expectant and new moms in
the Boston area. Participants
will receive unconditional cash
assistance from pregnancy
through the first 1,000 days of
their baby’s life—a crucial pe-
riod with lasting effects on a
child’s development. The sup-
port includes a one-time prenatal
stipend of $1,125, followed by
monthly payments of $750 for
the first 15 months, and $375 for
the final 21 months. These pay-
ments can be used on whatever a
baby needs, offering families the
flexibility, stability, and dignity
to meet their needs.

In partnerships with leaders

in philanthropy, the nonprof-
it has already secured over $5
million in private contributions
to support the Bridge Boston
launch. Bridge Boston will ac-
cept program participant appli-
cations in partnership with non-
profit partners across the area.

“We are so encouraged by
the response among local poli-
cy-makers, philanthropists, and
nonprofit leaders. Supporters
are excited about the potential
for unconditional cash to provide
flexible support for families deal-
ing with Boston’s high cost of liv-
ing, particularly housing costs,”
said Holly Fogle, founder of The
Bridge Project. “We believe that
if you trust moms and provide
them with consistent, no-strings-
attached financial support, they
will make the best decisions
for their babies. This is about
breathing room, stability, and
the long-term well-being of chil-
dren and families. For these new

Continued on Page 15
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Bridge Project

Continued from page 14

moms, being entrusted with deci-
sion-making fuels cycle-breaking
behaviors and beliefs.”

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu
said, “As the mom of a baby girl,
the work of The Bridge Project
has particular meaning for me.
Those early years are crucial for
a child’s development and we are
delighted to welcome the energy
and impact of The Bridge Project
to Boston.”

“We're so excited to see The
Bridge Project launching here
in Boston,” said Alison Carter
Marlow, Executive Director of
Jeremiah Program Boston. “As
neighbors, coaches and advo-
cates who walk alongside fam-
ilies every day, we understand

just how much a little financial
breathing room can mean—espe-
cially during pregnancy. Wheth-
er it’s helping moms get to their
checkups, buy fresh groceries or
make sure their baby has a safe
place to sleep, direct cash sup-
port can make a real difference.
We're delighted to partner with
The Bridge Project to uplift our
communities and help Boston
families thrive.”

Since launching in 2021, The
Bridge Project has supported
over 2,000 mothers across six
states: New York, Connecticut,
Wisconsin, Ohio, Kentucky and
West Virginia. Now in Boston,
the organization will work close-
ly with local partners to ensure
its support complements the
city’s existing efforts to combat
child poverty and support early
childhood development.

Historically, the City of Bos-
ton has been home to some of the
largest income inequality gaps in
New England. Research from the
program and other guaranteed
income pilots shows that uncon-
ditional cash leads to better out-
comes in maternal health, infant
development, housing stability,
and workforce participation. Un-
conditional cash support enables
immediate and long-term bene-
fits. On average, our moms:

* Saw a 242% increase in
savings in the first 6 months.

* 80% are working full or part
time within 18 months.

* 90% reported improved
mental health or stress levels
after just one payment.

To learn more about The
Bridge Project or explore part-
nership opportunities in Boston,
visit bridgeproject.org.

— CLASSIFIEDS —

David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks,
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls.
617-676-5676.

HEDGE CUTTING: Looking for help landscaping? Call Glenn 617-477-

LOOKING TO PLACE
A CLASSIFIED AD?

EMAIL YOURAD TO
CLASSIFIEDS@JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM.
For more info. call 781-485-0588

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE  10:00 a.m. on the refurn
~ COMMONWEALTH _ day of 06,/26/2025.
OF MASSACHUSETTS ~ This is NOT a hearing
THE TRIAL COURT date, but a deadline by
PROBATE AND which you must file a
FAMILY COURT written appearance and
Suffolk Probate objection if you object
and Family Court to this proceeding. If
24 New Chardon 51, you fail to file a fimely
Boston, MA 02114 written appearance and
(6]7)'788.830() objection followed by an
CITATION ON affidavit of objections
PETITION FOR within thirty (30) days
FORMAL of the return day, action
ADJUDICATION may be taken without
Docket No. further notice to you.
SU25PT121EA UNSUPERVISED
Estate of: ADMINISTRATION UNDER
Rosalie R. THE MASSACHUSETTS
Phillips UNIFORM PROBATE
Date of Death CODE (MUPC)
06,/02/2020 A Personal Representa-
To all interested tive appointed under the
persons: MUPCiin an unsuper-
A Petition for Late and vised administration
Limited Formal Testacy 15 not required fo file
and/or Appointment an inventory or annual
has been filed by Jon M. accounts with the Court.
Kingsdale of Jamaica Persons interested in
Plain, MA requesting the estate are enfitled
that the Court enter fo notice regarding the

a formal Decree and
Order and for such other

administration directly
from the Personal

relief s requested in Representative and
the Petition. may petition the Court
IMPORTANT NOTICE in any matter relating
to the estate, inuding
You have the right to the distribution of
obtain a copy of the Pe- ~ 0ssets and expenses of

tition from the Pefifioner
or at the Court. You
have a right fo object fo
this proceeding. To do
S0, you or your attorney
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection
at this Court before:

administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.

Dunn, First Justice of

this Court.

Date: May 23, 2025

Stephanie L. Everett,

Esq.

Register of Probate
06/13/25

JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU25P0493EA
Estate of:
Leonid Shnayderman
Also known as:
Leon Schnayder,
Leon G.
Shnayder
Date of Death:
11/23/2023
To all inferested
persons:
A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has
been filed by Zena E.
Shnayder of Jamaica
Plain, MA requesting
that the Court enter
a formal Decree and
Order and for such other
relief as requested in
the Petition.
The Petitioner requests
that: Zena E. Shnayder
of Jamaica Plain, MA be
appointed as Personal

Representative(s) of
said estate fo serve
Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner
or at the Court. You
have a right fo object fo
this proceeding. To do
S0, you or your attorney
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection
at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return
day of 06,/24/2025.
This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by
which you must file a
written appearance and
objection if you object
to this proceeding. If
you fail to file a timely
written appearance and
objection followed by an
affidavit of objections
within thirty days (30)
days of the return day,
action may be taken
without further notice

fo you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER
THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPQ)

A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the
MUPCin an unsuper-
vised ad ministration

is not required fo file

an inventory or annual
accounts with the Court.
Persons interested in
the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the

administration directly
from the Personal
Representative and
may petition the Court
in any matter relating
to the estate, including
the distribution of
assets and expenses of
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.
Dunn, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: May 21, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett Esq.
Register of Probate

06/13/25
I

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 7888300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU25P1303EA
Estate of:
Dean J. Conway
Date of Death:
03/09/2025
To all inferested
persons:
A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has

been filed by Cynthia

R. Conway of Boston,
MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and
for such other relief

as requested in the
Petifion.

The Petitioner requests
that: Cynthia R. Conway
of Boston, MA be
appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of
said estate to serve
Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner
or at the Court. You
have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do
50, you or your attorney
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection
at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return
day of 07/18/2025.
This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by
which you must file a
written appearance and
objection if you object
to this proceeding. If
you fail fo file a timely
written appearance and
objection followed by an
affidavit of objections
within thirty days (30)
days of the return day,
action may be taken
without further notice
fo you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER
THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the
MUPCin an unsuper-
vised ad ministration

is not required fo file
an inventory or annual
accounts with the Court.
Persons interested in
the estate are enfitled
to notice regarding the
administration directly
from the Personal
Representative and
may pefition the Court
in any matter relating
to the estate, including
the distribution of
assets and expenses of
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.
Dunn, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: June 06, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett Esq.
Register of Probate

06/13/25
I

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and
Family Court
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR

APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT

70 G.L. C. 1908,
5s5-304

Docket No.
SU25P1128GD
Suffolk Probate and
Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
In the matter of:
Howard Payne
0f: Jumaica Plain, MA
RESPONDENT Alleged
Incapacitated Person
To the named Respon-
dent and all other
inferested persons, a
pefition has been filed
by Department of
Correction of Jamaica
Plain, MA in the above
captioned matter alleg-
ing that Howard Payne
is in need of a Guardian
and requesting that (or
some other suitable
person) be appointed
as Guardian to serve on
the bond.
The petition asks the
court fo determine
that the Respondent
is incapacitated, that
the appointment of a
Guardian is necessary,
and that the proposed

Guardian is appropriate.

The petition is on file
with this court and

may contain a request
for certain specific
authority.

You have the right to
object fo this proceed-
ing. If you wish to do
S0, you or your atforney
must file a written
appearance at this court
on or before 10:00 A.M.
on the return date of

DO YOU NEED TO PLAGE A LEGAL NOTIGE?

06,/20/2025. This day
is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline date by
which you have to file
the written appearance
if you object to the
petition. If you fail the
written appearance
by the return date,
action may be taken
in this matter without
further nofice to you.
In addition to filing the
written appearance, you
or your attorney must
file a written affidavit
stating the specific facts
and grounds of your
objection within 30 days
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this
proceeding may limit or
completely take away
the above-named
person’s right to make
decisions about personal
affairs or financial of-
fairs or both. The above-
named person has the
right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this
request on hehalf of the
above-named person. If
the above-named person
cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J.
Dunn, First Justice of
this Court.
Date: May 23, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate
06/13/25
JP
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Crty Paws

By PEnny & Ep CHERUBINO

This week, we’ll cover two
aspects of pet boarding. First,
planning for a safe and happy
experience for you and your pet
when you board them at an es-
tablished kennel, or as some are
called, a pet hotel. Second, the
alternatives to boarding. These
include engaging a pet and house
sitter for the time you are away
or leaving your pet with a trusted
friend or family member.

Begin with Your Pet

What option would be a good
fit for your pet? Several factors
influence this decision, includ-
ing age, health, exercise require-
ments, and personality. Does
your dog get along with other
dogs? Does your cat interact with
humans other than family? What
specific tasks would the care
provider have to perform? Some
animals may need medications
multiple times a day. Others
could need intravenous fluids for
kidney disease.

Boarding Pets

Investigate the Facilities

We are firm believers in rec-
ommendations from other pet
guardians who show the same
standards of care that you have.
Even then, we would check on
how that specific kennel would
work for our dog, who is anxious
and an escape artist.

The Animal Rescue League
of Boston offers a “Board Safely
Checklist” on the website www.
arlboston.org. It leads you, step-
by-step, from “See it for Your-
self” to “Get it in Writing. The
Whole Dog Journal has its own
checklist that takes a different
approach, asking questions like

Is the facility staffed at all
times? How do they handle health
emergencies? Is drinking water
always available to your pet?

Once you have one or two
places in mind, recheck your re-
ferrals by asking as many pet
people as you can about specific
places. Should you come across
someone who used to leave their
animal there but switched to
another place, ask why.

PHOTO BY AHMED

Some facilities may offer training services in addition to

boarding.

Kids..Together in the ARTS!!

Summer 2025

Weeks of June 24 and 30, July 7, 14, 21 & 28
ART * Voice * Drama #

e

- Dance

" Where: Spontaneous Celebrations
45 Danforth Street, Jamaica Plain
Time: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. w/ Ext. Day option

Cost: $450 per week (4-day week (6/24, 6/30) $360)
Extended day: $25/day. $80/wk
$25. non-refundable registration fee

For more info. kidstogetherinthearts.nef or call: 617.595.5274

$50 Sibling
Discount
Available

Stay at a Home Options

A pet sitter is one option if you
prefer to allow your pet to stay in
your home or theirs. Begin with
the service providers you already
trust. Your dog-walker may be
willing to board your dog.

Ask your veterinarian. Some
clinics provide boarding services,
and some vet techs make extra
income by pet sitting. This may
be a good option if you have a
dog or cat who has a medical
issue, must be monitored and
medicated, or is frail. Groomers
or the staff at your grooming
facility may be another source
of pet sitters.

A few people in every neigh-
borhood make a little extra in-
come by caring for pets. If you
ask neighbors for recommenda-
tions, you may find a gem in your
area. Some dog breeders will
board dogs in their line.

A dog lover who hasn’t found
a way to have a dog in their life
might jump at the opportunity
to enjoy your pup. A friend who
shares a home with roommates
may be pleased to move into your
place for a weekend or longer in
exchange for pet sitting.

Family, friends and neigh-
bors might be willing to host your
dog or provide care for your cat
as a part of a reciprocal agree-
ment.

Finally, do a test run if it is
a new adventure for your pet or
a new person. Let the dog or cat
experience the boarding option
you choose for a day or two before
you embark on a longer trip.

It’s better to make any neces-
sary changes while you’re nearby
than when you are hundreds of
miles away on your own adven-
ture.

Do you have a question or
topic for City Paws? Email Pen-
ny@BostonZest.com with your
request.

Included!

Swim Lesso‘n_s

JP'S JULIA MARTIN HOUSE
CELEBRATES OLDER
AMERICANS MONTH

In celebration of Older Americans Month, residents of Julia
Martin House in Jamaica Plan welcomed Mayor Michelle Wu to
theircommunity on May 8. Everyone enjoyed complimentary
lunch and cake, and learned more about Age Strong’s
programming and services. Pictured here are (left to right):
Juana Castillo (property manager for Peabody Properties),
Mayor Wu (with daughter Mira), Jose Hiciano (resident services
managerfor Peabody Properties), and Ana Sierra-Rivera(senior
portfolio manager for Peabody Properties).

RACHAEL@RACHAELKULIK.COM | [978) 514-2018

@u E

EAL ESTATE
Broker

INSIGHT REALTY.GROUP
68 SOUTH STREET, JAMAICA PLAIN MA 02130

SUMMER
DAY CAMP

REGISTER

SESSIONS RUN WEEKLY
JUNE 16- AUG1





