
By Simone Kramer

	 Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced an expansion of the Bos-
ton Family Days program last 
month that will provide more 
students and families free entry 
to multiple cultural venues this 
fall.
	 City officials say the program 
has grown each year since it was 
introduced as BPS Sundays in 
February 2024. That first year, 
six cultural institutions were 
open on the first and second 
Sunday of each month. Today, 
students and families may visit 
23 venues. Last year, 65,000 peo-

ple were provided free access to 
cultural events and performanc-
es. The Boston Ballet, Boston 
Symphony Orchestra and Hun-
tington Theatre plan to provide 
more than 2,500 tickets this fall. 
	  Sage Morgan-Hubbard, di-
rector of learning and manage-
ment at The Museum of Afri-
can American History, said the 
program and experiences have 
resonated with young people.
	  “We’ve had more young peo-
ple come out, and our Juneteenth 
was probably our best visitation 

Special to the Gazette

	 The Mayor’s Office of Hous-
ing, in partnership with the Bos-
ton Housing Authority (BHA) 
and The Community Builders,  
announced the start of con-
struction at 127 Amory Street, 
a six-story, 96-unit affordable, 
transit-oriented development in 
Jamaica Plain. This project is 
a key part of the ongoing Jack-
son Square redevelopment, a 
collaborative effort between the 
Mayor’s Office of Housing, BHA, 
the City of Boston’s Planning 
Department, The Community 
Builders, Urban Edge, and the 

Jamaica Plain Neighborhood 
Development Corporation.
	 “This project demonstrates 
our commitment to redeveloping 
Jackson Square and expanding 
affordable housing opportuni-
ties across Boston,” said Chief of 
Housing Sheila Dillon. “Through 
strong partnerships, the City 
is ensuring that families and 
individuals of all income levels 
in Jackson Square have access 
to safe, stable, and high-quality 
homes.”
	 The Boston Housing Author-
ity provided the land for the 
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 CELEBRATING 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY AT 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB

The Brendan Behan Pub was a sought-after destination 
to celebrate St Patrick’s Day with some Guinness, good 
friends, and good times. Pictured above, Ruairi Scott, 
Conor Magee, Chris Losty, and Cormac Eastwood came 
over from Ireland to see how we celebrate St Patrick’s 
Day in Boston.  Right, aspiring actor Carly Calbreath 
reads Secrets Of Voiceover Secrets in the back patio. 
Below, a look at Brendan Behan Pub on St Patrick’s Day. 
See Pages 10 and 11 for more photos.

Staff RepoRt

The Housing and Development 
Committee (HDC) of the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council 
(JPNC) held a regular monthly 
meeting this past Tuesday.

Chairperson Renee Stacey 
Welch and the committee and 
community members who were 
in attendance took up a number 
of issues.

The committee initially elected 
new members to fill its vacant 
seats. The JPNC’s by-laws pro-

vide that each of its sub-commit-
tees may have five members who 
are members of the full JPNC and 
10 who are community members.

There were four candidates, 
Danielle Sommer, Lorenzo Bar-
toloni, Omer Hecht, and Peter 
DeCotis, all of whom are mem-
bers of the full JPNC, for the two 
open seats for JPNC members.

After each presented the rea-
sons why they desired to serve 

Special to the Gazette

Last Saturday afternoon, 
friends and family gathered at 
the Loring Greenough House to 
celebrate the Life and Service of 
long-time Jamaica Plain resident 
Karen Wepsic, who passed away 
on October 15, 2022.

The Invocation and Benedic-
tion were given by Rev. Ashlee 
Wiest-Laird of the First Baptist 
Church.  Other speakers who 
spoke were from the Footlight 
Club, MIT Sailing, Fenway Gar-
den Society, Peterborough Senior 
Center, the Jamaica Pond As-
sociation, and the Mission Hill 
and Fenway/South End neigh-
borhoods.

The following is taken from 
the memorial booklet that was 
available:

 Karen Wepsic was born 1938, 
the only child of parents Nils 
Okland (sea captain) and Sof-

ie Okland of Norway; Raised in 
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, Elementary 
school PS104, Karen maintained 
a “Victory Garden” in Brooklyn, 
an activity she would carry with 

JPNC Housing Committee elects 
three new members; hears of plans
for 1822 Arboretum Rd. project

Residents gather to celebrate 
the life of Karen Wepsic

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 7
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The program from the service.

ROSLINDALE NEIGHBORS SPECIAL SECTION 𐄢 PAGES 8 – 11

♽
Printed on 

Recycled Paper

BLO BRINGS FREE ORCHESTRAL MUSIC TO BOSTON 
NEIGHBOWRHOODS

City, Community 
Builders announce the 
start of construction 
at 127 Amory St.

Continued on Page 2
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Free culture access surges: Boston 
Family Days program triples in size

Costumed runners convene at the JP Pond Boathouse to register for the 5k race and mingle.

Shown above, Nick Menzies 
and Michelle Sinunu.

Shown below, runners in this 
year’s South Street Youth 
Center Family 5K.

State Rep. Samantha Montaño 
and Boston City Councilor Ben 
Weber. See more photos on 
Pages 4 and 5.

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

Margo Sunshine celebrates 
as she makes her first time 
around Jamaica Pond.

ANNUAL SOUTH STREET 
YOUTH CENTER 5K



2 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •  OCTOBER 24, 2025

new development. The building 
will include 12 three-bedroom 
units, 51 two-bedroom units, and 
33 one-bedroom units. Afford-
ability levels are designed to 
ensure broad access for Boston 
residents, with homes available 
to households earning up to 80 
percent of the Area Median In-
come. Ten units will be reserved 
for formerly homeless individu-
als or families.
	 “We’re honored to help bring 
more new homes and vibrant 
community space to Jackson 
Square. Breaking ground at 127 
Amory Street marks the start 
of construction and new oppor-

tunities for Boston families to 
thrive. We are deeply grateful 
to the City of Boston and our 
project partners who are helping 
make this a reality,” said Andy 
Waxman, Senior Vice President 
of Development at The Commu-
nity Builders.
	 The Jackson Square redevel-
opment is also preserving 199 
public housing units as afford-
able housing, repurposing BHA 
administrative offices into 12 
new affordable units, and build-
ing approximately 133 addition-
al affordable units along with 
214 market-rate apartments in 
nearby buildings, including 127 
Amory Street. The plan is de-
signed to foster community con-
nection and resident well-being. 
The Amory Street development 
will feature 3,800 square feet 

of shared indoor space, and the 
new Jackson Square Greenway 
will provide a gathering and play 
area for residents throughout the 
neighborhood.
	 “We’re excited to see the Amo-
ry Street campus continue to 
grow into a thriving community 
for low-income seniors and fam-
ilies,” said BHA Administrator 
Kenzie Bok. “Boston’s affordable 
housing crisis demands creative, 
whole-of-government solutions, 
and contributing this BHA land 
for new affordable homes was 
part of that effort. The new hous-
ing at 127 Amory will be critical 
to building Jackson Square’s fu-
ture, and we’re proud to have 
done our part to make it possi-
ble.”
	 The project is made possi-
ble through public and private 
investments, including support 
from the Mayor’s Office of Hous-
ing, the Community Preserva-
tion Act Fund, the Massachu-
setts Executive Office of Housing 
and Livable Communities, and 

federal and state tax credits. 
Financing was also provided by 
Eastern Bank.
	 127 Amory Street reflects 
Mayor Wu’s commitment to mak-
ing Boston a home for everyone. 
The Mayor has directed new fi-
nancial resources into mixed-in-
come developments, commis-
sioned a public land audit to 
maximize City-owned property, 
and streamlined approval pro-
cesses to reduce permitting times 
by more than 25 percent. Chang-
es to zoning and development 
policies, including Linkage and 
Inclusionary Zoning, are helping 
private developers build more af-
fordable homes. Projects like 127 
Amory Street are delivering new 
housing opportunities for Boston 
residents in every neighborhood.
	 The Community Builders’ 
mission is to build and sus-
tain strong communities where 
all people can thrive. Its mis-
sion-driven businesses work with 
partners to develop, finance, and 
operate residential communities, 
neighborhood amenities, and 
opportunity programs for fam-
ilies, seniors, and adults with 
disabilities. Since 1964, it has 
advanced housing that is fair 
for all through award-winning 
affordable and mixed-income 
communities and its pioneering 
Community Life model for resi-
dent success. Today, its owner-
ship and management portfolio 
includes over 15,000 apartment 
homes. Anchored by offices in 

Boston, Chicago, Columbus, New 
York, and Washington, D.C., 
TCB operates across 15 states.
	 Boston Housing Authority 
provides quality affordable hous-
ing for low-income families and 
individuals through the public 
housing and Section 8 rental 
assistance programs. BHA fos-
ters vital communities that are 
essential to Boston’s economic 
diversity and way of life. As the 
largest housing provider in Bos-
ton, BHA brings stability, op-
portunity, and peace of mind not 
only to the thousands of low-in-
come families it supports, but to 
the city as a whole. Learn more 
at www.bostonhousing.org.
	 The mission of the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Housing (MOH) is to foster 
healthy, vibrant, and welcoming 
communities for all by ensuring 
stable, green, accessible hous-
ing and sustainable use of land. 
MOH achieves this by creating 
and preserving income-restrict-
ed housing, supporting residents 
to buy and maintain their homes, 
and developing housing policies 
that promote access and long-
term stability. MOH also works 
to prevent evictions, implements 
housing solutions for people ex-
periencing homelessness, and 
works to make Boston’s housing 
stock healthy, resilient, and en-
vironmentally sustainable. For 
more information, please visit 
the MOH website.
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Armory St.
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Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain
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Advertise your services! Call 617-524-7662

Christine Rose, LMT
Trained in Lymphatic Drainage, Deep Tissue/Sports and Swedish Massage

3464 Washington Street JP.  
www.imanimassage.com • 617.821.2875! 

Imani ~ a relaxation place
MASSAGE

FITNESS TRAINING
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CHIROPRACTORS

 Chiropractic Care  
Dr. T.J. Mercurio 

Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

For Your 
HealtH Mind & BodY

Sally Friar, DC
520 Centre St., JP

617-458-1613
by appointment only

Friar
Chiropractic

ChiropraCtiC pErSoNaL FitNESS CoaChiNG

$89
30 Day All Access 

Coaching Trial
New clients only

617-435-0213 • info@myjpfitness.com

Are you MINDing YOUR business? 
Advertise your services here!  

Call 617-524-2626 x223 or 225

G.J. “Chip” Bradish, LMHC
Jamaica Plain, MA  • 617.524.6807
gjbradish@gmail.com
www.centerground.org

Practicing in JP since 1996.

for growth and development. New group starting this fall.CoaChiNG aND CoUNSELiNG
R

FitNESS
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Special to the Gazette

	 The City of Boston  an-
nounced that applications for 
three four-year terms on the Bos-
ton School Committee are now 
being accepted by the Boston 
School Committee Nominating 
Panel. The Nominating Panel 
is a thirteen-member body com-
posed of Boston Public Schools 
(BPS) parents, educators, school 
leaders, and representatives of 
the business and higher educa-
tion communities. 
	 In January 2026, two current 
Boston School Committee mem-
bers’ current terms are set to 
expire, prompting the beginning 
of the Nominating Panel process 
this fall. The selected members 

for these terms will begin on 
January 1, 2026 and expire on 
January 7, 2030. 
	 In addition, the Nominating 
Panel will accept applications for 
candidates to serve the remain-
der of the term currently expir-
ing on January 2, 2029 due to a 
third vacancy to happen when 
Michael O’Neill, who currently 
serves as the Vice-Chair of the 
Boston School Committee, steps 
down at the end of December.  
	 Applications to fill the up-
coming vacancies are due Friday, 
November 7, 2025 at 11:59 p.m. 
The application can be found 
here.
	 Virtual interviews will be 
held in the early evening on 
Tuesday, November 18; Wednes-

day, November 19; and/or Thurs-
day, November 20. Candidates 
must be Boston residents and 
should expect that service on 
the School Committee involves a 
significant time commitment to 
connect with school departments 
and leaders and prepare for and 
attend biweekly meetings that 
run into late hours in the eve-
ning.
	 The Boston School Committee 
is the governing body of the Bos-
ton Public Schools. The School 
Committee is responsible for:
	 Defining the vision, mission, 
and goals of the Boston Public 
Schools;
	 Establishing and monitoring 
the annual operating budget;
	 Hiring, managing, and eval-

uating the Superintendent; and
	 Setting and reviewing district 
policies and practices to support 
student achievement. 
	 The seven members of the 
School Committee are Boston 
residents appointed by the May-
or. The Mayor appoints members 
from a list of candidates recom-
mended by the Boston School 
Committee Nominating Pan-
el. The School Committee also 
includes a non-voting student 
member of the Boston Student 
Advisory Council. 
	 The School Committee meets 
approximately twice per month 
during the school year to adopt, 
review and modify policies and 
practices that support teaching, 
learning, and improved student 

achievement. With the exception 
of executive sessions, Committee 
meetings are open to the public, 
feature public comment periods, 
and are broadcast on Boston City 
TV.  
	 Please direct all questions 
and submit completed applica-
tions to scnominatingpanel@bos-
ton.gov or to Boston City Hall, 
Mayor’s Office, 5th floor, Boston, 
MA 02201. You can learn more 
about the Boston School Commit-
tee online.
	 Applications will be available 
in English, Simplified Chinese, 
Portuguese, Vietnamese, Span-
ish, Haitian Creole and Cape 
Verdean Kriolu.

City opens applications for Boston School Committee
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day,” she said. “We had like 450 
people … of all different ages.”
	  As one of the smallest mu-
seums in the program, Mor-
gan-Hubbard said the additional 
traffic will advance the organi-
zation’s effort to spread a mes-
sage of empowerment through 
education. Tours begin at the 
Abiel Smith School, the nation’s 
oldest public school to educate 
African American students ex-
clusively. Among other exhibits, 
visitors can explore the African 
Meeting House, where promi-
nent figures such as Frederick 
Douglass spoke to crowds, and 
abolitionist and writer William 
Cooper Nell attended school. 
	  When the Museum of Af-
rican American History joined 
the initiative last year, it in-
corporated performing arts into 
its programming. The museum 
partnered with dance group Jean 
Appolon Expressions, and the 

Front Porch Arts Collective – a 
Black theater group, as well as 
others. 
	  “I think there’s nothing 
more transformative than hav-
ing live arts because you know 
all your senses are engaged,” 
said Morgan-Hubbard. “They’re 
just much more interesting ways 
for young people to learn about 
different topics and be exposed 
to different art forms than some-
times a regular tour.” 
	  The Boston Family Days pro-
gram was originally open only 
to Boston public school students 
and their families. Private school 
students and families are now 
eligible.
	 Bostonians gathered on a 
recent Saturday at RoboBo-
ston, Mass Robotics’ annual 
block party, held this year in 
the Seaport District. The free 
event showcased robotics from 
more than 50 institutions and 
companies throughout the city. 
While separate from the Bos-
ton Family Days program, the 
event attracted technology en-
thusiasts, families and students, 

including Jovie Slagle, a moth-
er from Quincy, who said she 
was vaguely familiar with the 
city-sponsored program. But it 
sounded interesting.
	 “I’d like to see some arts too,” 
said Slagle, who mentioned that 
disciplines such as math and sci-
ence are important to childhood 
education, but creative expres-
sion is another powerful way to 
open their minds. 
	 The Huntington Theatre 
is tucked between the neigh-
borhoods of Fenway, Back Bay 
and the South End. The theater 
joined the city program as part 
of the expansion, which staff 
members say is a continuation 
of an investment in Boston’s art 
scene.
	  “It was pretty easy … we 
want in,” said Meg O’Brien, the 
theater’s director of education.
	  Huntington staff members 
and representatives of other per-

forming arts venues met with 
city officials last summer. The 
goal was to integrate theaters 
into a program originally de-
signed for museums.
	 The working group faced 
cha	 llenges. Museums allow 
visitors entrance at any time, 
while theaters operate with a 
fixed number of seats and spe-
cific performance schedules. 
	  A plan to expand the program 
was unveiled this spring. In May, 
the Huntington Theatre hosted 
two family days for “The Light 
in the Piazza” directed by its 
Artistic Director Loretta Greco. 
The events fueled optimism for 
the fall, according to O’Brien.
	  To accommodate theaters, 
the city will release a rolling 
schedule of upcoming perfor-
mances instead of set times 
throughout the fall. That way, 
families can decide when they 
are free rather than schedule 

an event in advance. “The goal 
is to make it feel as inviting and 
as welcoming as possible so that 
they actually do come out and 
spend the time with us,” O’Brien 
said. 
	  The city will continue the 
program through June 2026, ac-
cording to a press release from 
the mayor’s office.
	  “I would want to see more 
programming at the institutions 
themselves,” said Sam Fidler, 
director of administration and 
finance in the mayor's Office of 
Arts and Culture. “I think that 
is something also that we’re in 
the process of working on.” 

	 Simone Kramer  is a student 
in the Boston University Jour-
nalism program.  This story is a 
partnership between The Jamai-
ca Plain Gazette and the Boston 
University Journalism program.

Family Days
Continued from page 1

News Briefs

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Virtual Public Meeting

6:00 PM  
-  

8:00 PM

OCT

27
MILDRED HAILEY BUILDING 4

Project Proponent: The Community Builders (TCB)

Mildred Hailey Phase 4 includes the construction of two residential buildings (Building 4A and Building 4B). 
Building 4A, located on the northeastern portion of the Site, will be approximately 58 feet in height (five 
levels) and include approximately 78,500 square feet (“sf”) of residential space consisting of approximately 67 
units. Building 4B located on the southwestern portion of the Site, will be approximately 84 feet in height 
(seven levels) and include approximately 127,500 sf of space consisting of approximately 112 units and 
approximately 5,000 sf of non-residential space. The non-residential space may include uses such as retail, 
office, civic, community, and/or residential amenity.

Register: bosplans.org/MHABdg4-1027 
Toll Free: 161 603 3753

Meeting ID: 160 881 2844

Close of Public Comment Period:  
11/10/2025

Website:  
bosplans.org/mildred-hailey-b4

Camille Platt-DeCosta
Planning Department
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201
617.918.4362
camille.plattdecosta@boston.gov

Mail to:    

Phone:     
Email:
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BOSTON CIVIC 
SYMPHONY TO 
PRESENT CONCERT AT 
JORDAN HALL
	 The Boston Civic Sympho-
ny will present our first classi-
cal concert of its 101st season 
on Sunday, November 9, 2025 
at 3:00 p.m., at New England 
Conservatory’s Jordan Hall in 
Boston. The opening concert will 
feature Amanda Harberg’s Solis 

for Orchestra, first debuted in 
2015, followed by Brahms Dou-
ble Concerto for Violin and Cello. 
The Double Concerto will feature 
the Boston Symphony’s fantas-
tic soloists Sophie Wang (violin) 
and Mickey Katz (cello). After 
an intermission, the orches-
tra will perform Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 6, also known 
as the Pathétique Symphony. 
The program is a demonstration 
of the Boston Civic’s signature 

contrasts of time and style, pro-
gressing from Harberg’s 21st 
century American voice to the 
European Romantic traditions 
of Brahms and Tchaikovsky.

HALLOWEEN AT 
THE NEW ENGLAND 
AQUARIUM
	 To celebrate Halloween this 
year, the New England Aquarium 
is hosting “Sunken Pumpkins: 

Halloween at the Aquarium,” a 
weekend-long event with special 
themed programming. Families 
and guests of all ages are en-
couraged to wear costumes* (see 
guidelines below) while touring 
the exhibits. Aquarium staff will 
be joining in on the fun with their 
own costumes.
	 While inside the Aquarium, 
guests can:
	 • Take part in a fall-themed 
animal scavenger hunt.

	 • See animal skulls and bones 
up close with Aquarium educa-
tors.
	 • Hunt for “sunken pump-
kins” hidden throughout various 
exhibits.
	 • Stop by the Exploration 
Station, an interactive learning 
space, for guided and self-led 
activities.
	 • Enter raffles to win prizes.
	

Continued on Page 4
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8TH ANNUAL SOUTH STREET YOUTH CENTER 5K AT JAMAICA POND
Photos by Derek kouyoumjian

The 8th Annual South Street 
Youth Center Family 5k brought 
supporters of the community re-
source to enjoy a run around 

Jamaica Pond for a good cause. 
Costumes were encouraged as 
Halloween is around the corner 
adding to the coercive fun en-
joyed by all.

• Enjoy Halloween treats for sale 
at the Harbor View Café.
	 Visitors can also join in on 
Boston Public Market’s annual 

Pumpkin Stroll on Sunday, Octo-
ber 26 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
Aquarium will be a stop along 
the Greenway, featuring a col-
orful pumpkin near the Atlantic 
harbor seals exhibit.
	 *For the safety of the Aquar-
ium’s animals, costume restric-

tions apply. Costumes may not 
be inflatable or contain balloons, 
lights, reflective materials (mir-
rors, metals, etc.), sharp objects, 
or pointed objects. Costumes 
must comply with our attire 
policy and cannot include any 
weapons that resemble or could 

easily be mistaken for an ac-
tual weapon, or any materials 
that may accidentally injure or 
frighten another guest, staff, or 
the animals in our care.
	 The New England Aquarium 
is located at 1 Central Wharf, 
Boston, and the event will take 

place on Saturday, October 25 
and Sunday, October 26 during 
regular Aquarium hours, 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.
	 Regular admission rates ap-
ply. Tickets are available for 
purchase at the Box Office or 
online at neaq.org.

News Briefs
Continued from page 3

Community legend Gerry Wright (right) with his son Matt and 
Alison Yoos.

Dylan, Mary, and Charlotte McCooe.

The South Street Youth Center 
Family 5k Coordinator Doris 
Burford (right) with her wife 
Donna Casali.

Christina Stallings may appear 
as Cruella but her heart is filled 
with goodwill in supporting 
the South Street Youth Center.

Anaya Gaskins and Anna 
Jensen were zombie ballerinas.

Erica Suazo is raising good 
vibes as she runs her 5k. Elias Raislar Cohn and Christy Pardew.

John Froehlich has his child Ori on their trusty scooter to help 
him keep pace.

Runners enjoyed the sunny but brisk day for 
their 5k run.

Runners enjoyed the beautiful scenery of 
Jamaica Pond for their 5k.



 Jamaica Plain Gazette    •  OCTOBER 24, 2025    •    5

8TH ANNUAL SOUTH STREET YOUTH CENTER 5K AT JAMAICA POND

BOSTON.GOV/OPEN-STREETS

FAMILY FUN ZONE

LIVE ART & ENTERTAINMENT

HEALTH & WELLNESS

STREETS FOR THE PEOPLE

SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE!

Experience Jamaica Plain in a
whole new way through Open
Streets! Grab your friends and
family and join us for a
fun-filled day of walking,
skating, biking and activities 
on a car-free Centre St.

JAMAICA PLAIN
CENTRE ST.
Between Lamartine St. &
South St.

SUNDAYNOVEMBER

2
10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

SEE
YOU IN
2026! 

The runners are off on their 5k circuit of a little over two times around Jamaica Pond.
South Street Youth Center director Corey Stallings with Thanel 
Thomas go over the 5k course around Jamaica Pond with the 
runners.

Second-Place winner Peter 
Shapiro and Tricia Brennan.

Kate McNally was ready for 
the 5k with her daughter Molly 
by her side.

Justin Jimenez crosses the 
finish line.

Josh Raisler Cohn has his 
canine buddy Juno to join him 
on his run.
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Where to Find the Gazette?Where to Find the Gazette?
Post Office

	 Centre St

	 JP Licks
	 659 Centre St

	 On Centre
	 676Centre St

	 JP Realty
	 7 Harris St

	 Cooperative Bank
	 Washington St

	 JP Seafood
	 730 Centre St

	 The Real Deal
	 732 Centre St

	 Gibson/Sotheby’s
	 Realty
	 713 Centre St

	 Happy Market
	 128 South St

	 Tikki Masala
	 3706 Washington St

	 Blanchards
	 741 Centre St

	 Dunkin’
	 755 Centre St

	 Bank of America
	 677 Centre St

	 Eastern Bank
	 687 Centre St

	 CVS
	 704 Centre St

	 Ace  Hardware 
	 656 Centre St

	 Citizens Bank
	 696 Centre St

	 True Value
	 698 Centre St

	 City Feed and Supply
	 672 Centre St

	 East Boston Bank
	 687 Centre St

	 CVS
	 407 Centre St

	 Whole Food
	 Centre St

	 MSPCA
	 350 S Huntington St

	 Stop & Shop
	 301 Centre St

	 Bank Of America
	 677 Centre St

	 Dunkin’
	 Centre St

	 Latino Restaurant
	 304 Centre St

	 Freddy Market 
	 302 Centre St

	 Kappy’s Pizza
	 304 Centre St

	 Square Market
	 331 Centre St

	 Rizzo’s Pizza

	 347 Centre St

	 Martial Academy
	 363 Centre St

	 Tropical Market
	 371 Centre St

	 CVS
	 Centre St

	 Laundromat
	 270 Centre St

	 Camillo Liquor
	 280 Centre St

	 Check Cash
	 282Centre St

	 JP Laundry Center
	 410 Centre St

	 Zesto’s Pizza & Grill
	 460 Centre St

	 Ideal Caffe & Pizza
	 484 Centre St

	 Clean Getaway 
	 Laundry
	 546 Centre St

	 The Forbes Building
	 545 Centre St

	 Gentle Dental
	 612 Centre St

	 JP Health Centre
	 640 Centre St

	 Same Old Place
	 662 Centre St

	 Smoke Shop
	 566 Centre St

	 The Purple Cactus
	 674 Centre St

	 Unlimited Realty
	 633 Centre St

	 Polkadog Bakery
	 42 South St

	 Flore’s Bakery
	 55 South St

	 Italian Pizza
	 172 South St

	 Evergreen Café
	 154 Green St

	 Metro Mark Apt
	 3615 Washington St

	 Metro Mark Apt
	 3611 Washington St

	 Rosmore Landry
	 Washington St

	 JP Kitchen
	 3510 Washington St

	 Bradddock Café
	 3484 Washington St

	 Bmc Market
	 3390 Washington St

	 Santia’s Bakery
	 3381 Washington St

	 Ruggiores Market

	 3345 Washington St

	 Brookside  Commu-
nity Health Center

	 3297 Washington St

	 JP Apts
	 3200washington St

	 Papi’s Market
	 3145 Washington St

	 YMCA
	 3134 Washington St

	 10 Store
	 3122 Washington St

	 Chancy Liquor
	 Washington St

	 Praviana
	 3093 Washington St

	 Egleston Pizza
	 3080 Washington St
	 Santander Bank
Columbus & Washington

	 Landromax
	 Washington &  

Columbus

	 Walgreens
	 Columbus Av

	 Academy Market
	 1580 Columbus 

	 Goddar House
	 201 Huntington St

	 MT Pleasant Home
	 301 Huntington St

Green Line D Branch service suspended  
between Kenmore and Riverside from Oct. 24 through 31 

Special to the Gazette

	 The MBTA is reminding rid-
ers that Green Line D Branch 
service will be suspended be-
tween Kenmore and Riverside 
beginning at approximately 8 
PM through the end of service 
on October 24 and continuing for 
the following seven days, Octo-
ber 25 – 31.
	 The MBTA will perform con-
tinued work on the Green Line 
on the D Branch to install Green 
Line Train Protection System 
(GLTPS) infrastructure. When 
complete, GLTPS will combine 
vehicle and wayside equipment 
to avoid train-on-train collisions, 
incorporate speed enforcement, 
and more.   
	 Riders can find complete in-
formation at mbta.com/Green-

Line. More information on these 
service changes and alternate 
travel options is below: 
	​ •​Free and accessible Express 
and Local shuttle bus services 
will replace trains between Riv-
erside and Kenmore.       
	​ •​Express Shuttle: Shuttle 
buses will make all stops be-
tween Riverside, Woodland, Wa-
ban, Eliot, Newton Highlands, 
and then run express to Copley.       

	​ •​Local Shuttle: Shuttle bus-
es will make all stops between 
Riverside and Kenmore except 
Beaconsfield.       
	​ •​There will be no shuttle ser-
vice at Beaconsfield. Riders are 
encouraged to travel instead to 
Dean Road on the C Branch, 
which is less than a quarter mile 
away (or about a four-minute 
walk).      
	​ •​Accessible van service will 

be available at Beaconsfield, 
Reservoir, Dean Road (on the C 
branch), and Washington Square 
(on the C branch). Riders should 
see station personnel to request 
this service. 
	​ •​Riders may change between 
each shuttle bus option at New-
ton Highlands.       
	​ •​Riders who typically board 
or disembark at Reservoir are 
encouraged to instead consider 

traveling to Cleveland Circle on 
the C Branch, which is less than 
a tenth of a mile away (or a 
two-minute walk).       
	​ •​Riders using shuttles buses 
should budget ample extra travel 
time. For example, a rider travel-
ing to Government Center from 
Riverside should budget at least 
an additional 30 – 45 minutes 
of travel in additional to their 
regular commute. 
	 More information is also 
available through in-station sig-
nage and public announcements. 
Transit Ambassadors and MBTA 
staff will be available on-site to 
offer information and assistance 
during these service changes. 
Riders are encouraged to sub-
scribe to T-Alerts or to follow 
the MBTA on X @MBTA for up-
to-date service information. 
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REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES

  Tel: 617-524-0243
Cell: 617-438-1472

FayeSimonRealEstate.com
frmcsimon@hotmail.com

FAYE SIMON  
REAL ESTATE

Rentals & Sales

Faye  R. Simon
Real Estate Broker

Your Personal Real Estate Professional

REAL ESTATE

YOUR BUSINESS HERE

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Your local & Independent Realtor 
25 + years of Experience 

Put my knowledge to work for you!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

#617-306-7804 • #857-205-6945
loveliveboston@gmail.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisrealestate.com

      The Denman Group is a team of real estate agents 
affiliateed with Compass, a licensed real estate broker, and 
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Enriching lives 
through real estate

Joe Fallon
617-594-0761

joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR
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617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com
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REAL ESTATE

“I couldn’t have asked for a more efficient 
and stress free experience.  Randal and Erik 
made everything seem so easy.” Kathy B.
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REAL ESTATE

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Your local & Independent Realtor 
25 + years of Experience 

Put my knowledge to work for you!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

617.453.3620   focusre.compsum

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

#617-306-7804 • #857-205-6945
loveliveboston@gmail.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Advertise your professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 

Call the Gazette at 617.524.7662

or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Give someone the gift of Vibrant 
Health, Harmony & Peace of Mind

Acupuncture helps with
Pain, Stress, Anxiety, Digestion 

Issues, Migraine, Insomnia, 
or just overall wellness!Rana Hamdan

Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957  

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            
Resonance-acupuncture.com                 
@resonanceacu

Gift Certificates Available

hello@res-acu.com

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      

929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            

resonance-acupuncture.com  

ACUPUNCTURE
Joe Fallon

617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR

INTERIOR DESIGN for everybody.
Christine Cavataio
LEED AP, NCIDQ and Certified Cruelty Free

617-510-8659
livingbeingdesign@gmail.com
LivingBeingDesign.com

INTERIOR DESIGN

professional?
Are  YOU being  Advertise your professional services here

 and watch your client base grow! 
Call the Gazette at   617.524.2626 x225 

or email patricia@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Special to the Gazette

	 The MBTA announced its 
first “Fall Rail Ride” on Sat-
urday, October 25. Departing 
from North Station and Porter, 
this scenic “leaf peeping” special 
train will connect riders with 
guided autumnal bicycle tours in 
West Concord on the Bruce Free-
man Rail Trail as well as shuttle 
buses at Wachusett for connec-
tions to Wachusett Mountain’s 
AppleFest. More information is 
available at mbta.com/FallRide. 
	 “There is so much to enjoy 
in Massachusetts all year long, 
including the fall season, and 
we are excited to offer the new 
Fall Rail Ride for the first time, 
allowing everyone to enjoy the 
spirit and beauty of the autumn 
season,” said Interim MassDOT 
Secretary and MBTA General 
Manager Phillip Eng. “Much 
like our CapeFLYER, Haunted 
Happenings, Football trains, and 
other special event services, the 
new Fall Rail Ride is another 
example of how we are making 
mass transportation available 
for our riders. It is more than just 

commuting for work; it connects 
people and communities, allow-
ing friends and families to leave 
their cars at home and enjoy all 
the fall festivities that New En-
gland has to offer. We thank our 
partners at MassTrails, DCR, 
and Wachusett Mountain for col-
laborating with us on this special 
offering, and we look forward to 
making this an annual leaf-peep-
ing tradition at the T.”   

Train Information 
	  The Fall Rail Ride will depart 
North Station at 9:15 AM with 
stops at Porter at 9:30 AM, West 
Concord at 9:55 AM, and Wa-
chusett at 10:45 AM. The ticket 
cost includes the return trip in 
the afternoon making the same 
stops. Schedules are available 
now on mbta.com.  
	 The train includes special 
bicycle coaches able to accom-
modate 75 bikes as well as a café 
car with a fall-themed menu of 
items available for purchase. 
	 Round-trip tickets for the Fall 
Rail Ride are $20 each and will 
be sold exclusively on the mTick-

et app beginning at 11 AM on 
Monday, October 20, 2025. Two 
types of tickets are available: 
	  Passenger + Bicycle (75 
available), exiting at West Con-
cord 
	 Passenger + Wachusett 
Mountain AppleFest access, ex-
iting at Wachusett  
	 The Fall Rail Ride ticket 
also functions as a Weekend 
Commuter Rail Pass, allowing 
passengers to access the entire 
Commuter Rail network for the 
entire weekend, October 25 – 26. 
	 Bicycle Tour Information 
	 “DCR is thrilled to be part of 
the MassTrails 10 project, which 
showcases some of our state’s 
incredible recreation opportuni-
ties—many accessible by public 
transit,” said DCR Commission-
er Nicole LaChapelle. “This Fall 
Rail Ride expands our collabora-
tion with state partners and now 
the MBTA, connecting people to 
scenic bike rides along the Bruce 
Freeman Rail Trail, vibrant fall 
foliage, and adventures at Wa-
chusett Mountain. Initiatives 
like this build healthy commu-

nities, support local economies, 
and encourage exploration of 
Massachusetts through green 
transportation.” 
	 Passengers with bicycles will 
exit the train at West Concord 
for one of two autumnal and 
picturesque guided tours along 
the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail: 
	 A faster, longer tour is avail-
able for experienced cyclists. 
	 A slower, shorter tour is 
available for less experienced 
cyclists and families with histor-
ical facts along the way 
	 This ride is part of the 
MassTrails10 initiative and is 
offered in collaboration with 
MassTrails, an interagency team 
comprised of the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation & 
Recreation (DCR), the Massa-
chusetts Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT), and the 
Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs (EEA), each tour will be 
guided by DCR and MassDOT 
staff. 

AppleFest Information 
	  “We are very excited to part-

ner with the MBTA to offer up 
some fall fun!” said Wachusett 
Mountain Ski Area Vice Pres-
ident Carolyn Stimpson. “The 
ski train in the winter is one of 
our most long-running success 
stories, so it was a no brainer to 
extend it to the fall.” 
	 Passengers without bicycles 
will exit the train at Wachusett 
to board shuttle buses to Wachu-
sett Mountain for Weekend II of 
AppleFest: 
	 Shuttle bus service is provid-
ed by Wachusett Mountain. 
	 Shuttle buses will provide 
service back to the train station 
with ample time to connect to the 
return train trip.  
	 Shuttle buses are fami-
ly-friendly and include space for 
strollers.  
	 For more information, visit 
mbta.com/FallRide or connect 
with the T on X @MBTA and 
@MBTA_CR, Facebook /TheM-
BTA, Instagram @theMBTA, 
Threads @thembta, or TikTok @
thembta.

MBTA hosts ‘Fall Rail Ride’ on October 25
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By Gazette Staff

	 The Boston Planning Depart-
ment (BPD) held a public meet-
ing via Zoom this past Monday 
regarding the proposal by BBH 
Community Development LLC, 
the development arm of B’nai 
B’rith Housing New England, 
to construct a 100% affordable 
senior housing community at 
4259–4267 Washington Street 
in Roslindale Square on the lo-
cation of a parking lot for the for-
mer Bank of America building.
	 Camille Platt-DeCosta, a Se-
nior Project Manager with the 
BPD, efficiently moderated the 
session, which was the first offi-
cial Article 80 public meeting for 
the project since the filing of its 
plans with the city in September. 
Article 80 is the Boston zoning 
code section that establishes the 
review process for large-scale 
development projects.
	 The meeting was recorded to 

allow for comments from mem-
bers of the public to be submitted 
through November 3 on the proj-
ect webpage. Residents also can 
email their comments directly 
to Ms. Platt-Decosta at Camille.
plattdecosta@boston.gov.
	 Chris James, a Senior Project 
Manager with BBH, presented 
the proposal. He noted that BBH 
is a non-profit housing developer 
that aims to ease the housing 
crisis. BBH has constructed proj-
ects in Brighton, Newton, West 
Roxbury, Swampscott, Hyde 
Park, and Sudbury. James said 
BBH's projects are designed to 
provide an independent, ser-
vices-enriched senior housing 
model that includes gardening 
clubs, exercise classes, and group 
trips.
	 The project will consist of a 
six-story (the sixth story will be 
recessed back from Washington 
St.), 42,200 square-foot, mixed-
use building (on a footprint of 

about 7800 sq. ft.) with a most-
ly-brick facade that will provide 
41, one-bedroom apartments for 
adults 55 and older earning at 
or below 60% of the Boston Area 
Median Income (AMI).
	 BBH’s resident services pro-
gram will be incorporated into 
the project which will feature 
a fitness center, laundry facili-
ties, a multipurpose room with 
a roof deck, and 4,250 square 
feet of ground-floor commercial 
space (which will be offered to 
the Thrift Shop of Boston, a re-
vered local institution), plus a 
landscaped outdoor courtyard 
area.
	 The structure will be de-
signed to meet the new pas-
sive-construction guidelines and 
Boston’s zero-emissions building 
standards.
	 James said BBH will begin 
the process of obtaining fund-
ing from city and state sources 
this winter, which he said will 
consume most of 2026, with an 
anticipated start of construction 
in the spring of 2027 and a com-
pletion date of fall, 2028.
	 James said that the project 
does not need any variances be-
cause it lies within the S-4 Ac-
tive Squares Sub-District within 
the overall Squares + Streets 
zoning district that allows for 
buildings of up to seven stories. 
This will be the first project in 
Rozzie Square under the city's 
new Squares + Streets zoning 
guidelines.
	 He said it is anticipated that 

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert

C: 617.447.5350
O: 617.266.5200

Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

GABRIELLE BARON

ROSLINDALE VILLAGE MAIN STREET GALA RAISES OVER $75,000 FOR 
NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION

Shop Roslindale Square’s largest
selection of Christmas ornaments,

Hanukkah candles, and Holiday decor.
Plus, we offer complimentary gift

packaging year-round.

Kick off the Holidays at BSHG

Ornaments,
Table Scapes,
Stocking Stuffers

B I R C H  S T .  H O U S E  &  G A R D E N

617-323-3269
760 SOUTH STREET ~ ROSLINDALE

WWW.BIRCHSTHOUSEANDGARDEN.COM

Bringing Martial Arts to the 
JP community since 2013

JP Martial Arts Academy | 363D Centre St.

Classes for 
kids & adults!

• Brazilian Jiu JItsu
• Karate

• Kobudo
• Kickboxing

• Yoga

• Self defense 
workshops

• Private training 
available upon 

request

Sign up for your Free Sign up for your Free 
trial class today!trial class today!

781-530-7974
jpmartialartsacademy.com

Public meeting held for proposed  
41-unit building in Rozzie Sq.

Roslindale Neighbors

Continued on Page 10

Photos by Dave Lang, 
Documenting Life's Moments

	 The Roslindale Village Main 
Street (RVMS) Gala was a re-
sounding success, surpassing 
fundraising expectations and 
raising over $75,000 to support 
the neighborhood’s local busi-
nesses and community program-
ming.
	 The event, held on Thursday, 
served as a celebration of the 
organization’s 40th anniversary 
and a tribute to Josef Porteleki, 
RVMS’s founding Board Presi-
dent. The gala brought together 
a diverse group of supporters, 
including longtime RVMS ad-

vocates, former directors and 
board presidents, residents, vol-
unteers, and business owners.
	 The funds raised will direct-
ly support RVMS’s mission to 
strengthen the local economy 
and create vibrant, inclusive pro-
grams that establish Roslindale 
Village as a welcoming destina-
tion for all.
	 The success of the 2025 Gala 
was made possible by the gen-
erosity of numerous community 
partners, including:
	 The Substation, for hosting 
the event and running the bar.
	 The Boston Public Quartet, 
for providing beautiful music.
	 Tony’s Market, for the char-

cuterie.
	 Shanti, for the delicious food.
	 Weesh, for the cake and des-
serts.
	 A special thank you was also 
extended to auctioneer Matt 
Newsom, who traveled from 
North Carolina to donate his 
time and expertise. RVMS con-
cluded the evening by thanking 
the community for their belief in 
Roslindale, looking ahead to the 
next 40 years of service.
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THE JEANIE JOHNSTON
PUB&GRILL 

144 SOUTH ST, JAMAICA PLAIN 
617-983-9432

WEEKLY EVENTS
Monday - Burger & Beer special
Tuesday - Darts 
Wednesday - Trivia (8-10pm)
Thursday - Blacked Out Comedy (8:30-11:30pm)
Friday - T.G.I.F Trivia (4:30 - 6:30pm) 
Saturday - Karaoke  (10pm - Close) 
Sunday - Funday

OCT 24  ~ th

BEYOND THE GRAVE RAVE
OCT 25   ~ th

Blacked Out comedy
with Ivanna Bonetti
OCT 31  ~ st

Halloween Takeover
Nov 1  ~   st

Scary-oke

LATE NIGHT MENU
SUNDAY ~ THURSDAY till 12:30am
FRIDAY ~ SATURDAY till 1:30am

WWW.THEJEANIEJOHNSTON.COM

HOURS
SUNDAY  ~ THURSDAY  :  12pm - 1am
FRIDAY ~ SATURDAY : 12pm - 2am

 

Scan Me !

OCTOBER  EVENTS

ROSLINDALE VILLAGE MAIN STREET GALA RAISES OVER $75,000 FOR 
NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION

The more you nourish the roots, the stronger the branches 
will grow. Take your scholar’s skills to new levels with

 

• Beginning through
Advanced Reading

• Vocab 
Development
• English 

Language          
Improvement

• Close Reading and   
Comprehension

• Subject-Area 
Writing and 

Composition
• Study Skills

READING & LANGUAGE SKILLS

untiredteacher@gmail.comuntiredteacher@gmail.com
The retired teacher who's The retired teacher who's 
never tired of teaching!never tired of teaching!

uunnttiirreeddtteeaacchheerr@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm
TThhee  rreettiirreedd  tteeaacchheerr  wwhhoo''ss
nneevveerr  ttiirreedd  ooff  tteeaacchhiinngg!!

730 Center Street, JP 02130
617-983-5177 • www.jpseafoodcafe.com

We’re open 
Tuesdays thru Sundays 

12 Noon to 9pm

Inside Seating | Delivery & Pick-up
Voted Best Asian Restaurant!!

in
“Best of JP”

2001-2007, 2012 & 2014-2017, 2018 - 2020, 2021, 2022
Jamaica Plain Gazette

Enjoy the Fall Season!

Real Estate

    BrokerReal Estate

    Broker

Roslindale Neighbors

Shown above and below, scenes from the RVMS Gala.
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few, if any, of the residents will 
have cars and will rely on MBTA 
bus service.  There will be bicycle 
storage on the ground floor per 
city requirements. James said 
a shadow study revealed that 
the building will not cast shad-
ows on any nearby residential 
properties. The courtyard will 
contain landscaping, plantings, 
and seating areas.
	 James presented a chart 
of the AMI breakdown for the 
units: 16 units will be reserved 
for tenants with less than 30% 
AMI (which is $34,740 for a sin-

gle person based on an AMI of 
$115,000 in Suffolk County); one 
unit for a tenant with less than 
50% of the AMI; and 24 units for 
tenants with less than 60% of the 
AMI.
	 James revealed, in response 
to a question from an attendee, 
that BBH also owns the adjacent 
former bank building, but has no 
specific plans for redeveloping 
the building at this time, though 
it ultimately will be developed 
for affordable housing.
	 Roslindale resident Ben 
Bruno offered his enthusiastic 
support for the project. "It is 
fantastic to see this become the 
first Squares + Streets project," 
Bruno said.

	

Another resident, Stephen Gag, 
who lives nearby on South St., 
lauded BBH for working with 
the community up to this point. 
"I am very much in favor of this 
project," said Gag. "We need this 
type of housing. They (BBH) are 
looking out for the needs of the 
community. I also am pleased 
that they are working with the 
Thrift Shop to make sure that 
this important business remains 
in the square."
	 "I also think the project is 
great," added Jane Adler, who 
lives on Cohasset St., which runs 
parallel to Washington St. be-
hind the site. "However, some 
residents are concerned about 
parking either by the tenants or 
their visitors."
	 James said it is hoped that 
parking spaces will be made 
available in the rear of the build-
ing, though that is still to be 
determined.
	 District 5 City Councillor En-
rique Pepen said he has been 
meeting with representatives of 
the developer, which has a simi-
lar project in another portion of 
his district in Hyde Park. "This 
has been a project that I've kept 
an eye on for quite a while," said 
Pepen, who happens to live on 

Cohasset St. and acknowledged 
the potential parking issues for 
residents of that street, many of 
whom do not have driveways and 
park on the street. "The concept 
of affordable senior housing in 
the middle of Roslindale Square 
is amazing."
	 Mike Collins from Cohasset 
St. lauded the passive housing 
standards being implemented, 
but asked about the drain water 
management plan because of its 
potential impact on the culvert 
that flows underneath the bank 
building.
	 "We have localized flooding, 
especially during the winter 
when we have snow and it freez-
es. What kind of stormwater 
drainage strategy do you have?" 
Collins asked.
	 Katya Podsiadlo from Ver-
dant Landscape Architecture 
said that there will be an infil-
tration chamber system below 
the patio pavement in the court-
yard area that will be adjacent to 
the culvert. Kevin Maguire from 
BBH pointed out that rainwater 
from the roof will be routed to the 
capture system that eventually 
will go either into the ground or 
into the culvert.
	 Alan Wright, another near-

by abutter, expressed concerns 
about traffic. "The city must do 
a comprehensive traffic study 
before this project gets under-
way to obtain a traffic count 
and average speed on adjacent 
streets," Wright said, noting that 
motorists will often use Cohasset 
and other streets as cut-throughs 
when traffic backs up at the 
lights on Washington St. during 
the rush-hour periods.
	 Jill Lacey Griffin, a board 
member of the Thrift Shop of 
Boston, said she appreciated the 
concern that BBH was taking 
with regard to the Thrift Shop 
to ensure that it remains in Ro-
slindale Sq. "for many years to 
come." She also lauded the de-
sign of the building, which she 
described as "beautiful."
	 Nearby resident Mark Tedrow 
voiced his support for the project, 
noting that "the best thing that 
can happen to a parking lot is 
for it to be used for affordable 
housing."
	 Nate Stell of Farqhuar St., 
who has been active with the 
Abundant Housing Massachu-
setts group, praised the project. 
"We could not have asked for 
a better project to kick off the 
Squares + Streets rezoning for 
the square," said Stell. "This will 
be a phenomenal catalyst for the 
next chapter of the square's de-
velopment." However, Stell also 
raised the issue of parking and 
suggested that resident permit 
parking in the area may be nec-
essary.
	 An abutter's meeting has 
been scheduled for next week.

Faye Simon Real Estate
Rentals & Sales

My Focus is on You!

Real Estate Broker
Tel: 617-524-0243

Roslindale Neighbors

Rozzie Square
Continued from page 8

THE SQUARE ROOT

providing amazing coffee, 

pastries, breakfast, lunch 

and evening items, a live 

entertainment venue, 

complete with craft beer 

and wine.

All we need is you!

2 Corinth Street

Roslindale, 

MA  02131

617-477-3392

www.squarerootrozzie.com

SCENES FROM THE ANNUAL ROSLINDALE DAY PARADE
Mayors Office Photos by 
Jeremiah Robinson

	 Residents and city officials 

joined together on Oct. 5 for the 
annual celebration of Roslindale 
with the Roslindale Day Parade.
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Roslindale Neighbors

Special to the Sun

	 Recently, Mayor Michelle Wu 
joined Boston Public Schools Su-
perintendent Mary Skipper, the 
City's Public Facilities Depart-
ment, the descendants of Sarah 
Roberts, and community mem-
bers at the official ribbon cutting 
of the new Sarah Roberts Ele-
mentary School in Roslindale.
	 The Sarah Roberts Elementa-
ry School is a new PreK-6 school 
created through the merger of 
the former Philbrick and Sumner 
school communities. The school 
welcomed close to 700 students 
for the 2025–2026 school year 
inside the fully renovated Irving 
building and officially launched 
two strands of the Spanish Dual 
Language Program in Kinder-
garten. The former Washington 
Irving Middle School closed in 
2022 as part of the district’s 
phasing-out of stand-alone mid-
dle schools.
	 “Today we’re celebrating the 
intertwining of so many lega-
cies. The Sumner and Philbrick 
communities, the Washington 
Irving, and of course Sarah Rob-
erts and her father Benjamin 
and all of the barriers that have 
been knocked down because of 
Sarah’s legacy,” said Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu. “The Sarah Roberts 
School makes our district and 
community stronger. This is one 
more example of the baseline 
— the standard that all of our 
young people deserve — that we 
will continue fighting to deliver 
all throughout the district and 
the city.”
	 “I am proud to see the new 
Sarah Roberts School in Roslin-
dale officially open today! This 
opening shows that Boston Pub-
lic Schools is evolving, and with 
that comes an exciting opportu-
nity for students, parents, and 

educators to thrive together,” 
said District 5 City Councilor 
Enrique Pepén. “Let’s continue 
to advocate for what’s best for 
our children and build a future 
they all deserve.”
	 This $90.9 million investment 
included in the City’s five-year 
Capital Plan has transformed 
the historic 1935 building into 
a modern, energy-efficient, stu-
dent-centered facility. Spanning 
109,000 square feet, the renovat-
ed school offers bright, updated 
classrooms and new kindergar-
ten spaces; specialized STEM, 
art and music rooms; a refur-
bished auditorium; and a rebuilt 
cafeteria with a welcoming din-
ing area. A newly constructed 
addition houses administrative 
offices, a nurse’s suite, and a 
media center, while the restored 
historic auditorium now features 
modern lighting, sound, and full 
accessibility. Outside, the cam-
pus has been enhanced with a 
new entry plaza, safer parking 
areas, an expanded playground 
with an outdoor classroom, and 
refreshed landscaping. Through-
out the building, updated finish-
es and systems ensure a safe, ac-
cessible, and inspiring learning 
environment for every student. 
The Sarah Roberts Elementary 
School project builds on Mayor 
Wu’s work to ensure that Boston 
is a home for everyone.
	 “At Sarah Roberts Elemen-
tary School, our students will 
have access to innovative and 
high-quality learning spaces 
along with a comprehensive 
Spanish dual-language program 
that will encourage curiosity and 
exploration to reach their fullest 
potential,” said Superintendent 
Mary Skipper. “This state-of-the-
art facility offers modern class-
rooms and robust learning spac-
es that ensure students receive 

the 21st-century education they 
deserve. Boston Public Schools, 
in collaboration with our City 
partners and the Philbrick and 
Sumner school communities, 
came together to reimagine this 
historic building as a dynamic 
space that continues to serve 
our community and reflects our 
shared commitment to providing 
an equitable and high-quality 
education to every student.”
	 “Our students deserve a 
beautiful building such as this, 
one that reflects their worth, 
their brilliance, and their poten-
tial,” said Danladi Bobbitt and 
Meghan Welch, Co-Principals of 
the Sarah Roberts Elementary 
School. “At Sarah Roberts El-
ementary, we are inspired by 
Sarah Roberts’ courage and her 
legacy of fighting for educational 
equity. This school stands as 
a reminder that every child in 
Boston deserves access to an 
excellent education in a space 
that honors their dignity and joy. 
What a great day for Boston!”
	 “The Sarah Roberts Elemen-
tary School embodies the Public 
Facilities Department’s dedi-
cation to creating welcoming, 
high-quality spaces for Boston 
residents,” said Executive Di-
rector of the Public Facilities 
Department, Carleton Jones. “By 
blending restoration with new 
construction, we’ve built a school 
that will support student learn-
ing and strengthen the commu-
nity for generations to come.”
	 In 1847, Sarah C. Roberts 
was just five years old when 
her family challenged Boston’s 
racially segregated school sys-
tem after she was barred from 
attending a nearby white school. 
Represented by abolitionist 
Charles Sumner and Robert 
Morris, the first Black lawyer to 
win a jury trial, her case, though 

unsuccessful in court, ignited a 
movement led by Black activists 
that pushed Massachusetts to 
become the first state in the na-
tion to abolish school segregation 
in 1855 and pioneered the legal 
concept of “equality before the 
law.” Her story stands as an ear-
ly and powerful example of how 
one child’s experience, supported 
by courageous advocates, helped 
pave the way for equal education 
and future civil rights victories.
	 "We, as a family, are in-
credibly excited and honored 
to have the school named after 
our beloved Sarah,” said Claire 
Galloway-Jones, descendant of 
Sarah Roberts. “As an educator, 
I firmly believe that education 
and social justice are not merely 
about the transfer of knowledge; 
they're about systemic transfor-
mation. That is what my 3rd 
great-grandfather Benjamin 
Roberts was fighting for: system-
ic change, educational equity, 
and equal access to the American 
Dream for his family."
	 At a community meeting on 
December 17, 2024, students, 
staff, parents, and neighbors 
presented their name sugges-
tions to the Joint School Site 

Council and School Leaders. 
Seven names were selected to 
move forward. The City invited 
all Philbrick and Sumner com-
munity members to vote on their 
top three name suggestions from 
then until late January 2025. 
After widespread feedback to 
choose a school name for the 
merger, the final three suggest-
ed names were presented to the 
Joint School Leader and School 
Site Council at a Public Hear-
ing on Tuesday, February 11, 
2025. The Philbrick and Sumner 
School Site Councils officially 
voted on the Sarah Roberts El-
ementary School as the final 
name, which was brought to the 
Boston School Committee on 
Wednesday, February 26, 2025 
and was approved unanimously 
on Thursday March 20, 2025.
	 Following a feasibility study 
in 2022, the renovation was de-
signed by Mount Vernon Group 
Architects. J&J Contractors, 
Inc. served as the construction 
manager. Boston Public Schools 
Capital Planning Department 
and City of Boston Public Facil-
ities Department helped lead the 
project to completion.

Mayor Wu, Supt. Mary Skipper cut ribbon on Sarah Roberts Elementary School

The new Sarah Roberts Elementary School.

SCENES FROM THE ANNUAL ROSLINDALE DAY PARADE
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By Simone Kramer

	 A colorful glow lights the sky 
above the Franklin Park Zoo 
each night from August to No-
vember, a result of delicate, larg-
er-than-life lanterns designed 
to transport people to distant 
lands, across lively coral reefs 
and into traditional Chinese vil-
lages.  
	 “My favorite part is really 
seeing the joy on people’s faces 
as they walk around and discover 
these incredibly beautiful lan-
terns,” said Brooke Wardrop, the 
zoo’s vice president of marketing 
and communications. “There’s 
nothing like this experience in 

Boston.”  
	 The annual show began six 
years ago during the Covid-19 
pandemic. During a period of iso-
lation for many, the zoo provid-
ed Bostonians an opportunity to 
safely leave the house and enjoy 
an event with others, according 
to Cassie Chance, associate di-
rector of marketing at Zoo New 
England, which owns and oper-
ates Franklin Zoo and Stone Zoo 
in Stoneham, Massachusetts. 
More than 5,000 people enjoyed 
the light show Oct. 4, a typical 
Saturday turnout, Chance said.
	 Naomi and Marco Mendiola, 
of Chicago, strolled along the 
Zoo’s lighted promenade on a 

recent chilly night.   They no-
ticed the attraction on an Insta-
gram video showcasing activities 
around the city. Fans of similar 
community events at home, they 
expressed appreciation for the 
grandeur of the show.
	 “I think it’s beautiful. I wish 
we had something like this back 
at home,” Naomi said. “It seemed 
like there’s a lot of work that 
went into putting this all togeth-
er.” 
The zoo works closely with 
Tianyu Arts & Culture to design 
and build lanterns, according to 
Chance. It is the “largest Chi-
nese lantern festival producer 
in North America,” according to 
the company’s website. Lanterns 
are built at a warehouse in Chi-
na and are shipped around the 
world. Tianyu’s other partners 
include the National Museum 
of Natural History in France, 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo and 
the Los Angeles Zoo, among oth-
ers.  
Three years ago, Chance helped 
design an Egypt-themed section 
at the zoo. “I actually worked 
at the MFA (Boston Museum 
of Fine Arts) and the Egyptian 
curator there to craft that whole 
section right down to the hiero-
glyphs,” she said. 
Zoo officials use surveys to un-
derstand which lanterns and in-
teractive exhibits are most popu-
lar with visitors. “We take great 
care to have different themes 
and different lanterns each year 
so it’s a new experience,” said 
Wardrop. 
The zoo wants to ensure that 
local community members also 
benefit from the event. Chance 
said that each year before the 
event opening, it hosts a commu-
nity night with free entry for key 
community groups and non-prof-
it organizations from surround-
ing areas such as Jamaica Plain, 
Roxbury and Dorchester. 
“It’s really important to us that 
this event be accessible to every-
one,” Chance said.
The zoo’s lantern festival runs 
through Nov. 2. Beginning in 
October, lights illuminate an 
hour earlier, at 5:00 p.m., due 
to earlier sunsets, according to 
Wardrop. Guests can stay until 
10:30 p.m.
Wardrop said leaders of the zoo 
value biodiversity. “And so, as 
guests walk throughout Boston 
lights, they will notice signage 

that we have to relate the lan-
tern themes back to conserva-
tion.”
The zoo features interactive ex-
periences such as motion sen-
sors, a carousel and a wall of 
lanterns that challenge visitors 
to solve riddles. 
It also supports projects such as 
Health In Harmony, a program 
that aspires to preserve wild-
life and human health in the 
Manombo region of Madagascar.
“[We’re] always trying to make 
sure that we keep the commu-

nity engaged,” Chance said. 
“[It’s about] ...really trying to 
make that connection, not just 
about the work we do in Eastern 
Massachusetts and from New 
England, but the connection be-
tween the work we do globally.” 

Simone Kramer  is a student in 
the Boston University Journal-
ism program.  This story is a 
partnership between The Jamai-
ca Plain Gazette and the Boston 
University Journalism program.

Franklin Park Zoo lights up the 
night with annual lantern show

A 22-foot-tall Owl overlooks the Franklin Park Zoo.

 Lanterns of sea life.

The Zoo entrance lit up with various lanterns.
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

NZOE
• Landscape maintenance 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial & Residential
• House Cleaning 
  Service Available
• Free estimates

• Fence Installation
• Paving

HOME REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION

CSL #78062
HIL #178014

617-719-4200
alexisremodeling@yahoo.com

Decks, Porches, Siding, Doors 
Windows, Kitchens and Bathrooms

CSL #78062  HIL #178014

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

LANDSCAPING & CONSTRUCTION

Valentin
Tree removal • Down mulch • Seed or sod

Landscape construction • House Cleaning
All services  commercial & residential

Free estimate!
Call Jay 978-596-7985

Free estimate!
Call Jay 978-596-7985

landscaping
& construction

landscaping
& construction

Build Your BUSINESS
Advertise in the Guide — 781-485-0588

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS
Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

AASSBBEESSTTOOSS  AANNDD  MMOOLLDD

Asbestos & Mold Issues?

Over 25 Years of Experience!

For a Licensed 
Inspector Call Neal

617-593-1664 
neal@nealcoinspects.com

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and 
odd job services. 

20+ years of experience.
Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

LANDSCAPING

GENERAL CONTRACTING

617-327-2231  617-953-8523

M. NAUGHTON 
CONTRCTING

Carpentry • House Painting • Masonry
Full or Partial Restoration of Home

Exterior Shingle • Clapboards • Decks
40 years in business

References, Licensed & Insured

WOODWORKING
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Sandra Storey
Founder/Publisher Emerita 1990-2011

The Jamaica Plain Gazette is delivered free to households and businesses in the neighborhood 26 times 
a year on Friday and Saturday. It is for sale in stores for 25¢.  Subscriptions: $75 for First Class Mail.
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Editorial

WE WANT 
TO HEAR 

FROM YOU...
The Gazette welcomes letters 
to the editor.  Word limit: 500. 

Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. 
one week before publication. 

Letters may be emailed to 

news@Jamaica 
PlainGazette.com. 

Please include address and tele-
phone number for verification  

purposes. Anonymous let-
ters will not be published. 

More information: 
781-485-0588

Street takeover law 
needed immediately

	 The repeated and gross lawlessness by roving gangs of youths 
who engage in the practice known as a “street takeover” reached 
its apex two weeks ago in Boston’s South End, culminating in the 
torching of a Boston Police cruiser by the group of about 100 youths 
who overwhelmed the two Boston police officers who were first on 
the scene.
	 What we are about to say is not a criticism of our police, but 
rather of the politicIans and policy-makers who have been slow to 
recognize the gravity of the problem.
	 There are two things that need to be done immediately. The first 
is that our law enforcement personnel need to be empowered to have 
the tools at their disposal both to recognize and to respond with force 
to these street takeovers.
	 We won’t even pretend to be experts in law enforcement, but the 
politicians need to provide the resources for our police to identify 
when these incidents are happening and then be able to respond in 
force with the military-grade equipment, including armored vehicles, 
that almost all police departments have these days.
	 Municipal and public safety officials also need to devise 24/7 
plans for mutual aid for when a street takeover occurs, especially 
in smaller communities such as Randolph, where a street takeover 
took place on the same night as the Boston incident.
	 Ideally, we’d like to see the police use dum-dum bullets to shoot 
out the windows of the miscreants’ vehicles and lay down those spiky 
chains to puncture their tires as they try to drive away.
	 However, what also is needed is a new state law that specifically 
targets those who conspire to cause these dangerous disruptions to 
public order. The two young men who were arrested in connection 
with the Boston incident were charged with plain-vanilla crimes -- 
resisting arrest, assault and battery upon a police officer, malicious 
destruction of property, and disorderly conduct -- that do not reflect 
the totality or reality of what actually occurred.
	 In our view, we need a new statute (similar to what the state did 
30 years ago when the crime of “tagging” was created to address the 
widespread practice of spray- painting graffiti). The new law would 
impose for example, a mandatory loss of license, the impoundment 
of any motor vehicle used in a street-takeover, and a charge of con-
spiracy to engage in a street-takeover.
	 The ancient Romans put it very simply: Let the safety of the 
people be the highest law of the land. 
	 It’s time that the governor and other politicians put their tough 
talk into action. Otherwise, perhaps we just might need the National 
Guard.
  

Happy Diwali
	 We’d like to offer a “Happy Diwali” to our friends and neighbors 
who have been celebrating that holiday this past week.
	 Diwali, also known as the Festival of Lights, is observed (with 
slight differences) by Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, and some Buddhists. 
It is celebrated by lighting oil lamps and candles to symbolize the 
triumph of light over darkness, good over evil, and knowledge over 
ignorance.
	 The holiday takes place during a five-day period which began 
last Saturday, with the main festival day having occurred this past 
Monday, October 20, a time that coincides with the new moon.
	 The essence of Diwali is spiritual renewal, a time for each of us 
to reflect upon our shortcomings of the past year and to vow to make 
ourselves a better person in the year ahead.
	 We think all of our readers, regardless of religious beliefs, would 
agree that is a worthy goal for all of us.

Special to the Gazette

	 Mayor Michelle Wu  an-
nounced that she will host the 
first ever State of the Schools 
address. Under Superintendent 
Mary Skipper's leadership, the 
Boston Public Schools (BPS) is 
setting ambitious goals, with 
high academic expectations and 
high-quality supports for every 
student. In a moment when pub-
lic education is under attack, 
Mayor Wu will celebrate Bos-
ton’s educators and lay out a 
shared agenda to make BPS the 
first choice for Boston families. 
The State of the Schools will take 
place at the Josiah Quincy Upper 
School at 900 Washington Street 
in Chinatown. The program will 
run from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, October 28. Doors will 
open for invited guests at 6:00 
p.m. and media can begin setting 
up at 5:30 p.m.
	 The program will be streamed 
on boston.gov. NBC10 will serve 
as the pool camera. All other 
media will be positioned in a 

specific section and ushered to a 
scrum following the event. Media 
interested in attending are asked 
to RSVP by Monday, October 27 
at 5:00 p.m.
	 “Our mission is to make 
Boston Public Schools the first 
choice for families. The coun-
try’s oldest public school system 
should be the best, and our city 
has the resources and vision to 
make it happen,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “I look forward to 
delivering this first ever State of 
the Schools address to showcase 
the work of our school commu-
nities and invite our entire city 
in pushing forward progress for 
our young people and families.”
	 "Across our school commu-
nities, we are dedicated to en-
suring that every student has 
the support and resources need-
ed to reach their full potential 
in learning environments that 
uplift students and gives them 
a sense of purpose," said Su-
perintendent Mary Skipper. 
"The State of the Schools is an 
exciting opportunity to honor 

this collective commitment and 
reaffirm our shared belief that 
every child in Boston deserves a 
world-class education. It takes 
a village and together with our 
educators, families and commu-
nity partners, we are creating a 
district where our students can 
truly thrive."
	 Mayor Michelle Wu joined 
Boston Public Schools Super-
intendent Mary Skipper, Trea-
surer and Receiver General Deb 
Goldberg, the City's Public Fa-
cilities Department, and China-
town community members at the 
official ribbon cutting of the new-
ly constructed Josiah Quincy Up-
per School, serving grades 6-12, 
in Chinatown last September. 
The school opened for the 2024-
2025 school year and includes 
a state-of-the-art media center, 
fitness center, band rooms, and 
other features to help each Josi-
ah Quincy student reach their 
full potential and explore their 
individual educational interests.

Mayor Wu announces inaugural 
State of the Schools address
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By Mia Hart

	 “John Candy was for every-
body,” says Dan Pasternack as 
he welcomes the audience to the 
Shubert Theatre in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts. It’s the final stop 
of the month-long national tour 
celebrating the life and legacy 
of beloved Canadian actor and 
comedian John Candy, and ev-
eryone in attendance is fervent. 
	 It’s just after 7 p.m., the 
lights dim, and a special screen-
ing of “John Candy: I Like Me” 
begins to play. Anticipation 
quickly gives way to laughter, 
reminiscence, and eventually, 
a few tears. The audience—a 
wonderful blend of viewers old 
and young, parents and children, 
friends and couples—is enrap-
tured, united in their affection 
for the man on the screen. It’s 
clear that Pasternack’s words 
ring true: John Candy truly was 
for everyone.
	 A grand and golden man, 
Candy fills each frame with his 
sweet smile, boyish disposition, 
and sarcastic humor. Every sin-
gle clip and interview – from 
Bill Murray to Tom Hanks to 
Dan Aykroyd - has a purpose, 
radiating nostalgia and fond 
remembrance of a man whose 
kindness and humility were just 
as defining as his talent.

	 Appearing in the documenta-
ry, talk show host Conan O’Brien 
specifically recalls inviting Can-
dy to speak at Harvard while 
O’Brien was writing for the Har-
vard Lampoon humor magazine. 
Candy’s unique charm—showing 
up at the airport with a camera 
around his neck like a tourist—
was evident from the moment 
he stepped foot into Boston. 
And when O’Brien expressed 
how someday he’d like to “try” 
comedy, Candy gave him advice 
that stuck for life: “You don’t try 
it, kid. You either do it, or you 
don’t.”
	 As the credits come to a 
close, Ryan Reynolds, executive 
producer of the film, takes the 

stage, along with Paul Myers 
(author of “John Candy: A Life 
in Comedy”) and Steven Page 
(singer-songwriter). Reynolds, 
who has filmed a number of his 
movies in Boston, spoke warmly 
of the city’s generosity and spir-
it, thanking the audience for 
making the tour’s final stop feel 
so special. 
	 The conversation, part reflec-
tion, part celebration, was inti-
mate, joyful, and in-part an ode 
to Canadian culture. Reynolds 
further shares his collaboration 
with Pasternack back in Febru-
ary 2025 about why they decided 
to take the film on the road: “We 
wanted to show it to real people,” 
he says. 

	 Candy, who was often cast in 
roles that played off his size and 
humor, carried both the joys and 
burdens of fame. The film does 
not shy away from the pressures 
he faced—his struggles with 
mental and physical health, and 
the sense of “living on borrowed 
time” after losing his father (Sid-
ney James Candy) at 35 as John 
was turning five years old. Yet, 
the overwhelming sentiment of 
the film is one of admiration. 
	 An audience member shares 
how deeply the film moved him. 
“The documentary was amaz-
ing,” said Nolan Dana of Mill-
bury, Massachusetts. “It showed 
how great a person John Candy 

was… I’d recommend everyone 
to go see it.”
	 As the night wraps up, the 
audience gets out of their seats 
as the stage fills with song. Page 
performs, with Reynolds, Paster-
nack, and Myers joining along-
side. It’s a fitting tribute to a 
man whose spirit brought people 
together, on screen, in life, and 
of course, in remembrance.
	 “John Candy: I Like Me” is 
more than just a documentary; 
it’s a love letter to a man so full 
of life and with a heart so big. 
As Candy once said, embrace 
who you are. Or, in his famous 
words from “Trains, Planes and 
Automobiles”: “I like me.”

Grab some popcorn: John Candy documentary delivers big insights

John Candy

HEDGE CUTTING: Looking for help landscaping? Call Glenn 617-477-
7669

—— Classifieds ——

DO YOU NEED TO PLACE A LEGAL NOTICE?
Don't Forget to check with the Courts to 

see if you qualify for a FEE WAIVER

LOOKING TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD?
EMAIL YOUR AD TO CLASSIFIEDS@JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM. 

For more info. call 781-485-0588

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU25P2293EA

Estate of:
John A. O’Leary
Date of Death:
06/10/2025

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Person-
al Representative has been filed 
by Jane M. O’Leary of Jamaica 
Plain, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Jane M. O’Leary of. Jamaica 
Plain, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE	
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 11/11/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the distri-

bution of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D. Rivers, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 08, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate

10/24/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU25P2169EA

Estate of:
Margrit Betke
Date of Death:
08/13/2025

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Person-

al Representative has been filed 
by Elisabeth Mursch of Sankt 
Augustin, GE requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Jennifer Z. Flanagan of Worces-
ter, MA and Elisabeth Mursch of 
Sankt Augustin, GE be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE	
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 11/13/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D. Rivers, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 17, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate

10/24/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 

PETITION TO EXPAND
THE POWERS OF A

GUARDIAN
Docket No.

SU24P0711GD	
In the Interests of:

Julio Torres
Of: 

Jamaica Plain, MA 
RESPONDENT

Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person

To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 
Lemuel Shattuck Hospital of 
Jamaica Plain, MA in the above 
captioned matter requesting that 
the court:
Expand the powers of a Guard-
ian of the Respondent.
The petition asks the court to 
make a determination that the 
powers of the Guardian and/or 
Conservator should be expand-
ed, modified, or limited since 
the time of the appointment. The 
original petition is on file with 
the court.
You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
at this court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 

10/30/2025. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which. You have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance 
by the return date, action may 
be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit  stating the 
specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take 
away the above-named person’s 
right to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may 
make this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D. Rivers, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 07, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

10/24/25
JP
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