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JPNC hears from Walsh at its Zoom meeting

By LAUREN BENNETT

Mayor Marty Walsh was a
special guest at the April 28 vir-
tual Zoom meeting of the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council
(JPNC), where he provided up-
dates and answered questions
from the Jamaica Plain commu-
nity.

Walsh said as the City con-
tinues to fight COVID-19 and
prepare for a phased reopening,

he is “grateful for the people who
work at City Hall.” He also said
that the City is making strides in
increasing testing across the city,
but “we’re on out own search to
buy tests in the City of Boston,”
he said. The City is not relying
on the federal government to get
testing kits.

He also said that “we’re about
18 months away” from a vaccine,
and about four or five months
from some type of medicine to

treat the virus. “We're in this for
the long run,” he said.

JPNC member Gert Thorn
brought to the attention of the
Mayor that in public areas like
Jamaica Pond and the Arnold Ar-
boretum, “the problem is people
who walk seem to wear the masks
and some runners don’t.”

The next day, Walsh addressed
runners specifically in his press

Continued on page 4

Despite empty roads, state’s trathc fatality
rate doubled in April, MassDOT says

By LAUREN BENNETT

With COVID-19 causing less
traffic on roads across the Com-
monwealth, speeding and traffic
fatalities have increased over the
past month, MassDOT said on
Monday in an online press con-
ference.

Both Gov. Charlie Baker and
Boston Mayor Martin Walsh have
addressed residents and warned
them about the dangers of speed-
ing through empty streets.

Massachusetts typically has
one of the lowest traffic fatality
rates in the United States and
is known for having some of

the safest roads in the country,
MassDOT State Highway Ad-
ministrator Jonathan Gulliver
said at a virtual media availabil-

ity on May 4.
“This past month,” he said,

Continued on page 2

A pesar de calles vacias, muertes
automovilisticas suben

By LAUREN BENNETT

Aunque la pandemia ha cau-
sado menos trafico en las car-
reteras, el exceso de velocidad
y las muertes automovilisticas
han aumentado en el dltimo mes,
segin MassDOT.

En un afio normal, Massachu-

setts tiene una de las tasas de
mortalidad de trafico més bajas
en los Estados Unidos. Se debe
al hecho de que el estado histéri-
camente ha tenido graves prob-
lemas de congestion de trafico, los
cuales prohiben a los conductores

Continued on page 2

JP organizations included in latest round of Resiliency Fund grants

By JoHN LyNDs

Two Jamaica Plain organi-
zations were the latest to re-
ceive grant money from the Bos-
ton Resiliency Fund to expand
COVID-19 testing and continue
to feed those most in need during
the pandemic.

Mayor Martin Walsh an-
nounced Wednesday that both
the Southern Jamaica Plain

Community Health Center First
Baptist Church in Jamaica Plain
were included in the latest round
of grant money. The two Jamaica
Plain organizations joined 12 oth-
er organizations from across the
city that will share $1 million in
grant assistance.

Walsh said the focus of this
round of funding here in Jamaica
Plain and elsewhere is to con-
tinue supporting the expansion

of testing at community health
centers, building on his an-
nouncement of rapid expansion
of citywide testing capacity. This
round of funding also focuses on
increasing food access for resi-
dents and supporting Boston’s
small business community, en-
suring parents and families have

Continued on page 3

Kathleen Gaskin, JP resident and business owner, wearing a

fashion-must mask.

Kathleen Gaskin turns upholstery
shop into mask-making site

SPEcIAL TO THE GAZETTE

On Lamartine Street in Ja-
maica Plain, Kathleen Gaskin
works into the night in her home-
based upholstery shop, Decora-
tor’s Workroom. While the pop-
ular shop across from the Stony
Brook Orange Line stop is closed
because of the COVID-19 busi-
ness shut-down, she is making
masks for the Boston Area Mask
Initiative.

Gaskin was furloughed in
April from her position teaching
upholstery at the Eliot School of
Fine & Applied Arts in JP when
the school had to close because of
COVID-19.

“When I heard from the school
about this mask initiative, I knew
right away I wanted to help,”
she said. “It’s a great project! It’s
keeping me going — I can work in

Continued on page 4

Walsh provides testing, BPS updates

By LAUREN BENNETT

Mayor Walsh said on May 4
that while Boston “may be on
the verge of a downward slope,”
it’s “not time to ease up” on social
distancing and other protective
measures to prevent the spread
of COVID-19.

He said that as the Common-
wealth and the City plan for a
phased reopening, “we all have
to stay the course right now so
we can save lives. If we don’t, we
risk dealing with a second and
even worse wave of the virus.”

Continued on page 7
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Trafhic fatalities

Continued from page 1

saw a “pretty disturbing trend in
the way people have been driv-
ing.” He said that preliminary
numbers indicate that fatalities
on Massachusetts roadways
have doubled for the month of
April. He said that while the raw
number fatalities are similar,
there are only half as many driv-
ers on the road as there normally
would be.

“Congestion is not an issue
for most people driving during
their regular trips,” he said. “As
a result, we're seeing that the
driving conditions across the
board have changed. There are
not a lot of people out there, but
there are people out there and
they’ve changed the way they’re
traveling.”

Gulliver said that there were

Muertes

Continued from page 1

conducir a velocidades excesivas.
La crisis de COVID-19 causé
una disminucién del 50 por cien-

28 deaths on highways and local
roads in April. Of those deaths,
18 were vehicle operators, four
were passengers, two were mo-
torcyclists, three were pedestri-
ans, and one was a bicyclist.
He added that about a third of
the fatalities were on interstate
highways and about two thirds
of them were on local roads, and
the problem areas are not con-
centrated in one particular area
of the state.

“Be cautious and mindful that
there are people,” Gulliver said
to motorists, adding that speed
and distraction are a main cause
of these fatalities because roads
are much more empty than usu-
al. “We want you to be safe.”

He said that especially with
kids learning at home rather
than at school, they are much
more likely to be out in yards
playing, walking, and riding
bikes, and people need to be
aware that they are around.

to en el volumen de carros en
las carreteras casi de la noche
a la manana. Por el contrario,
durante la recesion hace poco
mas de 10 afios, los cambios ocur-
rieron mucho mas gradualmente
y las personas pudieron acostum-
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“Slow down, pay attention to
your surroundings...You don’t
have the road completely to your-
self” he said.

He said as a general rule,
states that have more conges-
tion tend to have fewer fatali-
ties, and there are “not as many
high speed crashes on our road-
ways due to that congestion,”
but more people are speeding on
local roads because cars are not
backed up, and “that tends to be
a dangerous situation.”

Gulliver said that MassDOT
continues to work with both state
and local police to identify hot
spots and where more targeted
enforcements are needed.

“Reduced traffic volume is no
excuse for excessive speed,” Jeff
Larason, Director of Highway
Safety for the Executive Office
of Safety and Security, said in a
statement. “We’re reminding ev-
eryone to drive responsibly, wear
a seat belt, and watch the road

brarse lentamente.

“No hay mucha gente en las
calles”, dijo el administrador de
MassDOT Jonathan Gulliver,
“pero los que quedan han cam-
biado la forma en que viajan”.

Las cifras preliminares in-
dican que las muertes en las
carreteras de Massachusetts se
han duplicado durante el mes
de abril, una noticia impactante
considerando que sélo hay una
fraccion de los conductores en la
carretera de lo que normalmente
habria.

Las veintiocho muertes del
mes pasado incluyeron 18 con-

for cyclists and pedestrians.”

In April, two of the 28 deaths
were in Boston, one in the South
End at Mass Avenue and Harri-
son Avenue on April 22, where a
bicyclist was killed, and one at
415 D Street in South Boston on
April 8 where a vehicle operator
was killed.

Mayor Marty Walsh reminded
residents on Monday that the
City speed limit is 25mph, and
stressed that there are “lots of
kids around.” He also said that
if speed traps are necessary in
the City, they will be used.

“The trend that we’re seeing
here in Massachusetts does not
appear to be unique as far as fa-
talities go,” Gulliver said. “States
not as congested as Massachu-
setts are not seeing the uptick.”

The COVID-19 crisis hit the
Commonwealth very abruptly,
which did not give drivers much
time to adapt to fewer cars on the
road, Gulliver said. He said that

ductores, cuatro pasajeros, dos
motociclistas, tres peatones y un
ciclista. Un tercio de las victimas
se produjeron en carreteras in-
terestatales y aproximadamente
dos tercios de ellos en carreteras
locales. Dos de las muertes ocur-
rieron en Boston.

“Lareduccion del volumen de
trafico no es excusa para manejar
con un exceso de velocidad”, dijo
Jeff Larason de la Oficina Ejec-
utiva de Seguridad y Proteccion.
“Les recordamos a todos que con-
duzcan de manera responsable,
usen el cinturéon de seguridad
y vigilen el camino en busca de
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during the recession a little over
10 years ago, changes happened
much more gradually and people
were able to slowly get used to
them.

Gulliver said that “nearly
overnight,” Massachusetts saw
a 50 percent decrease in volume
on the state’s roads.

“This is a serious topic,” he
said, and stressed that people
should not “take advantage of
the current level of traffic.”

He said that “the last thing
we want” is for everyone to have
followed all social distancing and
other health safety guidelines
and then have deaths on the
highway.

“Highway safety, road safety
is something we take really se-
riously at MassDOT,” Gulliver
said. “We want to do everything
we can to dial this back and get
us back to being number one in
the nation for roadway safety.”

ciclistas y peatones”.

Ademas, con las escuelas cer-
radas, es mas probable que los
ninos salgan a los patios a jugar,
caminar y andar en bicicleta, y
las personas deben ser conscien-
tes de que estan cerca.

Los estados que histérica-
mente no estdn lidiando con
altos niveles de congestién de
trafico no estan experimentando
un aumento en las muertes auto-
movilisticas. MassDOT continta
trabajando con la policia estatal
y local para identificar lugares
problematicos.
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Resiliency fund

Continued from page 1

basic, essential needs to care for
their children, and to continue
supporting neighborhood-based
organizations.

“During the ongoing public
health emergency, Bostonians
have shown their true colors and
have demonstrated that we can
lean on each other during dif-
ficult times,” said Walsh. “The
City of Boston is proud to quickly
deploy these critical resources
made available by the generosity
of Boston’s residents and busi-
nesses, to support organizations
in our community that are on the
frontlines of providing needed
assistance to our residents.”

According to Walsh the Bos-
ton Resiliency Fund has now
dedicated $1.1 million to expand
COVID-19 testing and conduct
culturally appropriate outreach
and education at 15 community
health centers here in Jamaica
Plain and across the City of Bos-
ton.

The Southern Jamaica Plain
Community Health Center will
use the money to expand testing
at the neighborhood-based com-

munity health center.

Grant money will also go to
the historic First Baptist Church
in Jamaica Plain to continue to
serve and deliver hot meals from
their commissary kitchen three
days per week to seniors, home-
less individuals, and low-income
Bostonians.

“Due to the Covid-19 virus
the First Baptist Church in Ja-
maica Plain has been worshiping
via ZOOM,” said the church in
a statement. “Meals are being
delivered Monday, Wednesday
and Saturday and groceries (are
being delivered) also on Satur-
day. We are currently working
to increase our capacity to serve
more of our neighbors.”

So far the Boston Resiliency
Fund has distributed $16 mil-
lion to 179 organizations since
the Fund was first launched in
March.

The Boston Resiliency Fund
exists within the Boston Chari-
table Trust, an existing nonprofit
designated trust fund managed
by the City of Boston’s Treasury
Department.

For more information on how
to make a donation, please visit:
boston.gov/resiliency-fund. For
general inquiries, please email
brf@boston.gov.

Unique Times Require

Creative Approaches.

Unlimited | Sothebys

Josephine Tsui, Realtor®

josephine.tsui@unlimitedsir.com

673 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

617.816.6900

unlimitedsir.com

Million dollar client service and marketing at all price points!

Each office is independently owned and operated

BPDA welcomes Brian Miller as newest member of Board

STAFF REPORT

The Boston Planning & De-
velopment Agency (BPDA) last
week announced Brian Miller as
the newest member of the BPDA
Board. A resident of South Bos-
ton, Miller is a financial advisor
at Morgan Stanley, and founder
of The Miller Group at Morgan
Stanley which advises local or-
ganizations on their retirement
plans.

Miller was appointed to the
BPDA Board by Governor Char-
lie Baker.

“I am pleased to welcome Bri-
an Miller to the BPDA Board.
Already an active member of
the Boston community, Brian
brings a strong understanding
of the City’s landscape as well as
decades of financial knowledge

and experience to this position,”
said Mayor Martin J. Walsh. “He
will help us build on our work to
plan for a future that is inclusive
for all Bostonians.”

“Brian Miller has contribut-
ed years of dedicated service to
his community and the City of
Boston,” said Governor Charlie
Baker. “He is well-qualified to
serve as a member of the BPDA
Board, and I am pleased to offer
his appointment.”

For ten years, Miller served
on the Laboure Center Advisory
Board and co-chaired the orga-
nization’s Capital Campaign.
He was a founding trustee and
finance chair of the Boston Colle-
giate Charter School, and former
president of the South Boston
Residents Group. He also served
as finance chair for Congress-

man Stephen F. Lynch. Miller
currently serves on the South
Boston Catholic Academy School
Board.

“T want to thank Mayor
Walsh, BPDA Director Brian
Golden, and Governor Baker for
this opportunity,” said Miller.
“I am excited to join my fellow
Board Members to help create
new jobs, affordable housing op-
portunities, open space and more
for Boston residents.”

As the official agency
body, the BPDA Board votes
on all final determinations and
agreements at the agency. The
BPDA Board will only act on
final project approvals following
an extensive community vetting
and stakeholder review process
led by BPDA staff.
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Gaskin

Continued from page 1

my shop and play my music and
know that my efforts are helping
others.”

Gaskin came to the United
States from Trinidad in 1969
at age 24 and is a longtime U.S.
citizen who always gives back to
her community. She serves on the
board of JP-based “Families Cre-
ating Together” and has received
awards for community service
from Action for Boston Commu-
nity Development, Vinfen, where
her autistic son receives care,
Spontaneous Celebrations and
other community organizations.

Starting the Boston Area
Mask Initiative

In mid-March, Stephanie Cave
saw on the news that face
masks were desperately needed
by those working in hospitals,
nursing homes, homeless shel-
ters, food pantries and other sites
that needed to keep workers and
those receiving services safe.

Cave’s ties to JP go back a
few years to when she sold quilts
and home décor from the Green
Street storefront, now occupied
by Papercuts bookstore. She also
taught sewing classes in collab-
oration with the Eliot School of
Fine & Applied Arts.

Cave immediately started to
mobilize her sewing networks
to meet the need for masks. She
is now running the Boston Area
Mask Initiative, a clearinghouse
for requests and drop-offs, out
of her Dorchester home. Her ex-
panding network of about 250

JP resident and business owner Kathleen Gaskin outside her

Lamartine Street shop.
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sewers is producing more than
3,000 masks a week and has
filled requests for approximate-
ly 17,000 masks in the Boston
area. The requests are currently
hitting a total of 45,000.

Her designs can provide for
filter-ready masks which allow
filters to be inserted or they can
be used over the N95s needed in
emergency rooms and ICUs for
greater security.

Eliot School playing a role
Eliot School Executive Director
Abigail Norman praises Cave’s
inspiring initiative. “With our
country unable to provide enough
proper protective gear to people,
the Boston Area Mask Initiative is
making a huge difference to public
health. Stephanie has pulled to-
gether an amazing volunteer net-
work based on shared skills and
resources and shared urgency.”

While on furlough, other Eliot
School sewing teachers, including
Carol Price, Deborah West and
Mihoko Wakabayashi, along with
numerous sewing and upholstery
students, are producing masks
to distribute through the Mask
Initiative, Worcester Mutual Aid,
and directly in neighborhoods
where the coronavirus is causing
disproportionate harm.

The Boston Area Mask Initia-
tive welcomes volunteer sewers,
fabric and elastic donations, and
volunteers to pick up and deliver
materials and masks. They also
welcome mask requests. Forms
for both are available on their
website http://www.bostonarea-
maskinitiative.com/
and their Facebook group page.
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/bostonareamaskinitia-
tive/

JPNC

Continued from page 1

conference, telling them that
while he acknowledges wearing
a mask can be uncomfortable,
it is necessary to protect your-
self and others from the virus,
especially if heavy breathing is
involved.

JPNC member Max Glikman
Brough up some concerns about
the difficulties caused by paus-
ing non-essential construction,
especially affordable housing
construction, and how some fi-
nancing for these projects is “dif-
ficult to pause.”

Walsh said he recognizes the
hardships this places on this
type of construction, but he said
that it is “probably one of the
first industries to go back,” and
is working with the industry on
a phased plan to do so safely.

JPNC member Michael Reis-
kind, who praised the city’s Good
Neighbors program— a partner-
ship between the City and Nest-
erly to pair volunteers with older
people in need—asked the Mayor
how a phased reopening might
work, especially for restaurants
and other small businesses.

“I think for restaurants,”
Walsh said, there will be several
safety protocols in place once the
time comes for them to reopen.
He said the City was also con-
sidering some type of promotion
program advertising that it is
safe for people to resume eating
at restaurants to ease some of
the wariness that might be prev-
alent for a while. People will also
have to be aware of and abide by
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the safety protocols once they
become available.

Additionally, Walsh said that
the City will probably “ease some
of the requirements for outdoor
dining,” and that “restaurants
need to be a part of the conver-
sation” about reopening, so they
can be prepared and ready to
serve the public in a more normal
capacity than they have been
during the stay at home order.

Fiscally, Walsh said that “I
think the state is going to have
a bad year,” as it is losing a lot
of revenue. “That rolls down the
hill and comes down to the City
of Boston’s budget,” he said.

“I think we'll be okay with the
capital budget,” he said. “As of
right now, I don’t see a big differ-
ence on the CPA funding or the
capital side.” Where he does see
impacts is on the social service
side. He said that he doesn’t cur-
rently see the need to furlough
anyone in social services, but a
hiring freeze might be necessary.
“It’s a very fluid situation,” he
said.

Reiskind also asked about
mental health resources for first
responders, as many of them
have been severely impacted
mentally by this virus. Walsh
said that the City is rolling out
support for front line workers,
food service employees, teachers,
and other essential workers in
the form of resource numbers,
emails, guides, and videos to get
them the resources they need.

Also on the Zoom call were
City Councilor Matt O’Malley
and Natalie Kaufman, Staff Di-
rector for State Rep. Liz Malia.

O’Malley briefly thanked the
Jamaica Plain community for all
it has done to help call seniors in
JP and West Roxbury. He said
that he had 40 volunteers “right
off the bat,” and since then,
150 volunteers have made two
rounds of calls to older residents
in those two neighborhoods.

Kaufman said that Rep.
Malia’s office is “here to help,”
whether it be providing help
with filing unemployment or lis-
tening to concerns that the Rep.
can advocate for at the State
House. “We can reach out on
people’s behalf,” she said, if they
have run out of money and have
tried applying through available
avenues.

JPNC member David Baron
also thanked Rep. Malia and Rep.
Elugardo, and several members
thanked neighborhood liaison
Lindsey Santana for her updates
to the community regarding the
virus.
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“We can not shelter in Place’

Commissioner Gross says police will not run from the fight

By SeTH DANIEL

The Boston Police Depart-
ment (BPD) has a tremendous
legacy and history of working
through just about every situ-
ation — from terrorist bombings
in 2013 to urban rioting in the
1960s — but there are no offi-
cers still on the rolls that have
worked through a pandemic.

For the BPD, Commission-
er William Gross said they are
entering uncharted territory as
a police force — responding to
regular criminal activity and
COVID-19 situations as well,
while also trying to protect the
officers and staff in the depart-
ment so as to be able to keep
operating full-force.

Bottom line, they will not run
from the fight, he said.

“We haven’t gone through
anything like this since 1918
in terms of working in an envi-
ronment where there’s a pan-
demic,” he said in an interview
on Tuesday. “We have had no
delays of terms in service during
this pandemic. The officers have
been performing exceptionally...
It’s not joke though. I think the
morale is great and work ethic
is great, but certainly there is
a concern out there about how
this virus can affect you. When
you're getting updated and get-
ting information on this, there
are so many opinions it can be
confusing. But we can’t run from
it. We have to work through it.”

Gross’ message to the public
is that the officers are filling gaps
wherever possible in helping
deliver food and in supporting
the schools, while also fighting
crime, taking guns off the streets
and protecting older adults from
a rising amount of scams and
targeted crime.

The work has not stopped, he
said, even as officers are getting
sick, and even having Jamaica
Plain Officer Jose Fontanez pass
away from COVID-19 two weeks
ago.
“We can’t shelter in place,’
he said. “Not only do we have
to respond to calls for service
that report criminal activity, but
also we have to respond to calls
for mental health issues and
we cannot forget our unhoused
population and those people with
substance abuse disorders. The
first responders fighting through
this cannot shelter in place.”

COVID-19 has hit the depart-

4

ment in several ways.

On Tuesday, Gross said they
had 81 sworn officers and civil-
ians in the department who have
tested positive for the disease,
and at the moment there are 46
still out fighting COVID. Howev-
er, several others have recovered
and returned to work.

“We have people that are so
committed - they go through
COVID and heal and get back to
work because they know it will
take everyone to defeat this dis-
ease,” he said. “That’s inspiring.”

One of those inspirations was
Officer Omar Borges, who works
the citywide drug unit, who re-
covered from a very serious case
of COVID-19 last week. In a very
emotional moment, he was re-
united with his family and fellow
officers outside Beth Israel Hos-
pital. It was a victory, said Gross.

“He almost died, he really al-
most died,” said Gross. “For him
to fight through that, to be there
with his friends, family and the
medical staff, it was a victory for
everyone. It shows everyone to
never give up...It sends a great
message to do everything we
can to remain healthy and even
if you're in the hospital battling

this disease, you can come out of
it.”

At the same time, they re-
member Officer Fontanez who
did not win his battle with
COVID-19, and that’s a reminder
for officers to be safe and to do
things to help them in the field.

Gross said at the outset of the
response, Mayor Martin Walsh
met with the Police Command
Staff, Boston EMS and Boston
Fire to review all of the guide-
lines and protocols and systems
recommended by the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC). That
resulted in two videos put out to
those in the field on how to ap-
proach many situations, and the
Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) they would need.

Gross said officers now report
to calls in masks, and are advised
to wear them when off-duty as
well when they cannot socially
distance themselves. Having a
mask on, though, can present
a problem when trying to com-
municate with others in critical
situations.

“It’s very much kind of stan-
dard for us,” he said. “Every call
we go to now, we have out masks
on and make sure everybody
is clearly communicating. It’s
tough to talk though the masks
and people cannot always hear
you.”

There are a lot of precau-

Officers and family members of Officer Omar Borges — who

is assigned to the citywide drug unit — gathered rececntly
to celebrate his touch-and-go recovery from COVID-19.
CommissionerWilliam Gross said it was a victory foreveryone
during an uncharted time for police officers.

tions also taken on calls. Police
officers are one group that is
discreetly given the addresses
of those who have tested positive
for COVID-19 so they can be
aware of that if they are called
to such an address. The informa-
tion doesn’t go out over the police
radio, and no names are attached
to the warning.

Meanwhile, they've also
brought out an old practice
known as ‘Call Screening.’ If
someone calls 9-1-1 and only
needs a police report for the mat-
ter — not a response — calltakers
can do the report over the phone.
It’s something that used to be
done years ago, and was brought
back to limit unnecessary inter-
actions in person. That has been
one change in response, and has
been working successfully so far.

Gross said another thing the
public can do is to wear a mask
when officers show up at a home,

and also be as forthcoming and
honest as possible with the 9-1-1
operators. Give good information,
and if one is sick with COVID-19,
let responding officers know so
they can be prepared to safely
offer services.

The Commissioner concluded
by expressing his thanks to all of
the officers and civilians in the
department — as well as first re-
sponders in the Fire Department
and Boston EMS. He also had a
heartfelt thank you to the health
care workers — who the Boston
Police and other first responders
thanked with a rolling rally two
weeks ago.

“We know what it is to bust
your butt working and get no
thanks for it,” he said. “This was
a sincere thank you to them. Like
us, they cannot shelter in place...
It was a public display to say
thank you.”

©Dpo:

* Place leaves and yard debris in large
paper bags or open barrels labeled
“yard waste.

* Tie branches with string 3 feet max
length and 1inch max diameter

* Place barrels, bags, and branches
curbside by 6 a.m.

. Leaf and yard waste curbside collection

APRIL
SU M TU W TH FR SA

® DON'T:

* No plastic bags

QO NOTE:

« If you have two recycling days per

week, collection is on your first

* Don't put branches in barrels

* No dirt

recycling day of the week

* We don't collect leaf and yard waste

curbside on non-scheduled weeks

(© COMPOST AT HOME:

You can buy backyard compost bins
and kitchen-scrap buckets at:

Boston Building Resources
100 Terrance St. Mission Hill, Roxbury

For more information, go to:

1 2 3 4
56 7 8 91001

12 18
20 21 22 23 24 25
27 28 29 30

15 16 17 18 19

n
13 14 15 16 17 18

27 28 29 30 31

* We collect Christmas trees from boston.gov /trash
January 4 - 15, 2021
. Household hazardous waste drop-off . 2021 Tree collection . Yard Waste drop off
500 American Legion Hwy, Boston. MA 02131
MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST
SU M TU W TH FR SA SU M TU W TH FR SA SU M TU W TH FR SA SU M TU W TH FR SA
12 3 45 6 1 2 3 4

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY 2021
SU M TU W TH FR SA SU M TU W TH FR SA SUM TU W TH FR SA SU M TU W TH FR SA SU M TU W TH FR SA
123 45 7 12

7 8 9 101 12
19
21 22 23 24 25 26
27

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP-OFF LOCATIONS

JUNE 20 | SOUTH BOSTON
Central DPW facility
400 Frontage Rd.

JULY 25 | WEST ROXBURY
West Roxbury DPW
315 Gardner St.

21

AUGUST 1| DORCHESTER
John W. McCormick middle school
315 Mt. Vernon St.

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

AUGUST 22 | SOUTH BOSTON
Central DPW facility
400 Frontage Rd.

3 9
10 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

OCTOBER 31| SOUTH BOSTON
Central DPW facility

400 Frontage Rd.
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REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Streget
Jamaica Plain

R Maureen McElroy
iy, Broker Owner

Karen McCormack cell: 617.407-3638

& Paula Ca]]aghan fax: 617:524.0390

email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

AZ;CormaZk #617-306-7804 recom  617453.3620 34 South St, Jamaica Plain
&Scanlan #857-205-6945

mccormackscanlan.com

gy’ |oveliveboston@gmail.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

To advertise, Call the Gazette at
617.524.7662 or email
ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES

Realtors with Experience FAYE SIMON
Love Where You Live REAL ESTATE

Rentals & Sal ‘
REAL ESTATE enas & oaxes 4
Tel: 617-524-0243 |

REAL ESTATE

w

: .(If((lyilgy, JZ»//l;y Cell: 617-438-1472 Faye R. Simon C @ M PAS S
or¢ (%st .C;/‘)l'(oﬁrsl'ona/ & Trcendly Advice

. Real Estate Broker
FayeSimonRealEstate.com

frmcsimon@hotmail.com

£ rl /
" [EJ ELLEN+JANIS

MONSES&EEXMAN Your Personal Real Estate Professional

REALTOR®, GRI, SRES, ABR

Cell: 617.240.9691

Monroeheyman@remax.net
www.MonroeHeyman.com

REAL ESTATE TEAM

Your Neighborhood Experts
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com
ellenandjanisteam.com

REAL ESTATE
617.869.0496

Professional Real Estate Guidance. ELLE A 2 A TeA F L ESATE AT ATLATED W O D BEAL
Specializing in residential sales.

Estate Sales. Downsizing. REAL ESTATE
CLIENT CENTERED. RESULTS DRIVEN.

{i_'_.

— I i 363 Centre Street
RF/MMDEST] NY “’W Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

L 3
\

\ 3 “Call Colleen”
v\&‘ 617-529-5012

jamaicaplain@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

A better way
to do real estate

Colleen Scanlan

Bryan Szela
617-733-4318

McCormack & Scanlan Real Estate
68 South Street JP

N

NEATHERY BRENZEL
617-462-4628

bryan.loveliveboston@gmail.com local and

REAL ESTATE

ind d YourBostonAgent@gmail.com
Specializing in buyer mpreseniartll'onfoyfgzofgrz Seventeen Years as a Full-time Realtor
Speci g G v /e . . .

Realtors with Experience in Jamaica Plain McCormack and Scanlan Real Estate

Ne i . Realtors with Experience
. Persqnal 6 9'6 6 . Profes§|onal Local and Independent
Attention, () () Marketing South S p
REAL ESTATE Highest Value g N a 68 South Street, ]
for Property O - \ w - Rentals
Working for YOUR BEST RESULT | | ..., e +TesialSolr
‘S thr : Experienced ’/ City - Solar 2
Joe Fallon is thrilled to be working for Bul;er's o Panel Advertise your
buyers and sellers out of the Remax ‘ Consultant c 3
Destiny location here in Jamaica Plain. Seller's Agent REALTY professional S?I’VICGS here |
Call Joe for any of your real estate and watch your client base grow!
, ti ds. Call the Gazette at
. destions orfieees Ron Danklefs ~ Broker/Owner F
A 617-594-0761 me Good Neighbors Realty, LLC or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com
Joe Fallon  jpfallon@gmail.com DESTINY 617.913.7345 « rondank2@gmail.com @j plaing :

www.GoodNeighborsRE.com ¢ Licensed and insured in MA

PLEASE WRITE...
The Gazette welcomes letters to the editor.
Word limit: 500. Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publication. Letters may be emailed to letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.
Please include address and telephone number for verification purposes.
Anonymous letters will not be published. More information: 617-524-2626
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Walsh updates

Continued from page 1

He said on Wednesday afternoon
that the average new cases in
the city have “leveled off a bit
overall,” and the City is “moving
in the right direction,” but the
curve is bending slowly.

“We are only beginning to-
wards where we need to be,” he
added.

He said that “there’s still
too many people not wearing
masks,” and urged people to
provide more distance between
each other when outdoors. “Be
cautious and mindful,” he said.

Walsh said that the City con-
tinues to rely on the Boston Hope
field hospital at the Boston Con-
vention and Exhibition Center,
and as of Wednesday there were
166 patients being served there,
81 on the shelter side and 85 on
the hospital side.

Coming out of a weekend of
nice weather, Walsh thanked “ev-
eryone who did their part this
weekend; keeping up with social
distancing and covering their
faces.”

He also thanked his neighbor-
hood liaisons, who distributed
more than 70,000 booklets to
convenience stores, banks and

?’ FOrR YOuRr
9

food distribution sites across the
city over the weekend. The book-
lets include information on how
to stay safe, make face coverings,
and practice social distancing.

After Governor Baker an-
nounced last week an order for
everyone over the age of two to
wear face coverings in public
when six feet of distance between
people cannot be maintained,
Walsh emphasized the impor-
tance of wearing a face cover-
ing while walking on the street,
while riding the MBTA, while in
the grocery store or pharmacy,
and “anytime you are outside
your home when you cannot en-
sure enough distance between
yourself and others.”

He also stressed once again
the importance of disposing of
gloves and masks properly, as
leaving them on the ground is
not sanitary or “fair” to those
who have to pick them up.

Wednesday marked National
Nurses Day, and the start to Na-
tional Nurses Week. Mayor Walsh
said that “no one is working hard-
er than our nurses right now,” and
“no one is more indispensable” to
Boston’s communities. “We have
some of the best nurses in the
world,” he said. “Thank you for
your great service.”

TESTING UPDATE
As of May 6, Boston had

10,433 confirmed cases of
COVID-19, and 473 people had
died.

Walsh said on May 4 that
28,000 people have been teated
in Boston, which is four percent
of the City’s population. Last
week, the City was able to in-
crease testing by 44 percent, and
Walsh said that the positive rate
is at 32 percent and “trending
down.” He said that numbers
of positive tests were lower in
Mattapan, Hyde Park, and West
Roxbury, but they were higher in
the Fenway after testing late last
week. The percentage of positive
tests was lower last week in East
Boston as well, but the neigh-
borhood still has the highest
number of positive tests in all of
Boston, Walsh said.

By the end of this week there
will be 19 total testing sites
across the City, Walsh said, in-
cluding more sites in Jamaica
Plain and Charlestown. He told
residents that if they think they
need a test, they should contact
their local health center ahead of
time as “you cannot show up and
just get a test.”

On Wednesday, Walsh an-
nounced the expansion of mobile
testing in the City, and a goal to
test 150 residents a day, six days
a week.

Additionally, “As part of the

ongoing work to make testing
available for groups at risk of
faster spread and more severe
illness from COVID-19, the City
will work to complete universal
testing for individuals experi-
encing homelessness and then
begin universal testing for oth-
er high-impact populations and
sites, including first responders,”
the City said in a statement.
More than 1800 homeless in-
dividuals have also been tested
so far, and two have passed away.
“The antibody testing initia-
tive is also wrapping up,” Walsh
said on Monday, which will give
the City “a bit of a snapshot of
where we stand with people.” He
said a summary of these results
of the testing of 1000 asymp-
tomatic residents will be made
publicly available. The City an-
nounced on Wednesday that they
also hope to expand antibody
testing to “targeted populations
such as first responders” once
this initial study is wrapped up.

DISTRIBUTION OF
GRANTS TO OVER 500
SMALL BUSINESSES

Mayor Walsh announced on
May 5 that the City’s Small Busi-
ness Relief Fund will be “distrib-
uting $2 million in grants to 561
small businesses most directly
impacted by closures, policies,

or general loss of revenues due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,” ac-
cording to a release from the
City.

The businesses are located in
every neighborhood of the city,
and the most affected industries
include hospitality, personal care,
arts and recreation, retail, and
healthcare and social assistance,
according to the City, and more
than 75 percent of businesses
who were awarded funding have
fewer than five employees, many
of which had trouble accessing
federal assistance.

“The Small Business Relief
Fund grants are critical to help
struggling small businesses
across the city address challeng-
es brought on by COVID-19,” said
Mayor Walsh. “These businesses
are the backbone of our economy,
and the lifeblood of our commu-
nities. I'm proud we are able to
assist them during this time, and
am grateful to our partners who
have stepped up in a big way to
support Boston’s neighborhood
business community.”

Additionally, the Boston Re-
siliency Fund has raised $29.4
million dollar so far, and over
$16 million has been distributed.
Walsh said that more than half of
the $16 million has gone to food
and basic needs for residents
who need it most.

HEALT H

CHIROPRACTORS

FITNESS TRAINING

MIND & BODY

GROUP THERAPY AND SUPPORT

= Chiropractic Care =
Dr. T.J. Mercurio
Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

PRIVATE 25 & 40-MINUTE FITNESS SESSIONS
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES

NO CONTRACTS

WikiDFiT PERSONAL TRAINING

2 Porter St, JP Info@WikidFit.com 617-620-8155

THERAPY GROUP
BosToN SociaL THERAPY GROUP
Evelyn Dougherty, LICSW
Experience the power of group!
Short-term Individual and Couples Therapy

617-983-8800  www.bostonstg.com
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

# Imani ~ a relaxation place

Yo
- Christine Rose, LMT
Trained in Lymphatic Drainage, Deep Tissue/Sports and Swedish Massage
3464 Washington Street JP.
www.imanimassage.com * 617.821.2875!

A Support Group for Professional Care Givers/Providers
Come together with peers whose life’s work is
lifting up others yet have trouble applying similar

attention and care to themselves.

Meetings in Jamaica Plain (evenings)
& Cambridge (mornings)

For info. Howie Schnairsohn, LICSW, CGP

617-416-6965

howschnair@gmail.com
www.psychologytoday.com

PET CARE

PET CARE

m The Dog Walker

Professional & Personal Pet Care ® Serving J. P. since 1992
Your first walk/visit free when you sign up!

617.522.6196

www.thedogwalker.freeiz.com

& WOOF & MEOW PET CARE &

& Daily Dog Walks * Puppy and Senior Rates

Pet Sitting Services * Free Consultations « Insured

Call or text 857-236-8942
woofmeowpetcare.com

Pamper YOUR, pet business!

Advertise your Pet Services with us!
Call 617 524-2626 x. 225 or write to

ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com for more info.
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BPS will go ahead with choosing new Exam School test

By SeETH DANIEL

Supt. Brenda Cassellius said
Boston Public Schools (BPS) will
go forward with choosing a new
exam school test provider for

next fall, with several companies
considering bids and a bid due
date of May 15.

During a call with the me-
dia, Cassellius affirmed there is
an open Request for Proposals

(RFP) still out there that has
a deadline of May 15, and that
there have been several inter-
ested parties.

“There is an open RFP and we
expect that to close on the date

Elugardo endorses Dr. Goldstein in his bid for Congress

This week, State Rep. Nika
Elugardo (D-Boston) endorsed
Dr. Robbie Goldstein’s campaign
for Congress. Dr. Goldstein looks
to unseat long-term congressman
Stephen Lynch in the Massachu-
setts 8th Congressional district,
citing a need for more public
health officials in Congress as
healthcare is consistently the
number one issue for voters.

Elugardo’s district comprises
communities in Jamaica Plain,
Mission Hill, Brookline and Ro-
slindale, and overlaps with the
8th Congressional District. She
has served in the Massachusetts
House of Representatives since
2018. Elugardo’s endorsement
comes at a time when Boston
is effectively shut down in the

wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
and highlights the need to send
more public health experts to
Washington.

“It is my honor to endorse
Dr. Robbie Goldstein in his cam-
paign for the Massachusetts 8th
Congressional District. Robbie’s
experience bringing structur-
al change to large institutions
and expertise as an Infectious
Disease physician is ever more
critical as we try to navigate the
COVID-19 pandemic, and other
urgent healthcare issues,” said
Elugardo. “It’s clear we need to
have more medical professionals
at the table when making deci-
sions about public health and
wellbeing.”

Elugardo’s endorsement of

Dr. Goldstein’s campaign signi-
fies a growing movement to elect
new leaders that have more focus
on opportunity, equity, and smart
healthcare policy for all Ameri-
cans.

“As alegislator whose district
overlaps with the MA-8, I can
attest that Robbie is the progres-
sive leader we need in Congress.
He understands what issues are
most critical to voters, including
housing and transportation, pro-
tecting our coastal towns from
the impact of a rapidly changing
climate, and ending the opioid
epidemic. Robbie will not just
support these issues, but will
champion them as a sharp and
innovative leader.”

()
Boston Building
Resources

No drought
about it

An lvy rain barrel will help your
garden grow.

> Removable locking lid

> Screened inlet

> Holds 50 gallons

> Available in forest green or black
> Made in the USA

> Recycled plastic

Public price $112.00, member price $95.20

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120
Order online, pick up by appointment
617-442-2262

bostonbuildingresources.com
a member-owned co-op

that is set,” she said. “We’re had
a number of interested parties
who have pulled down the RFP
for that.”

Previously, the ISEE test,
which is from the ERB Company,
had been administered for en-
trance into the City’s three exam
schools — Boston Latin School,
O’Bryant School of Math and Sci-
ence and Boston Latin Academy.
That had been given for many
years at the sixth grade level —
for entrance into 7th grade — and
at the 8th grade level — for en-
trance into 9th grade. After some
issues arose following Cassellius
coming into the new job last year,
the test was re-evaluated and
she put it out to bid earlier this
year to get a new test, and also to
reconsider the way exam school
entrance is evaluated.

Many companies have shown
interest in the new test, though
it isn’t certain which companies
will bid on providing the new test.
It also isn’t certain how much
weight the new test will carry in
a potentially revamped entrance
process to exam schools — which
Cassellius has explored already
with an appointed Task Force.
The companies that have taken
out copies of the RFP include:

e Achieve3000, Inc.

e Achievement Network, LTD.

¢ Act, Incorporated

*American Institutes for Re-
search

¢ American Reading Company

¢ Amplify Education Inc

* Assessment Technology, Inc.
eCarnegie Learning, Inc.
*Cognia, Inc

*College Board

e Curriculum Associates, LLC
eData Recognition Corporation
eErnst & Young LLP
eHeinemann Educational Books
eHeinemann-Raintree/Capstone
Global Lib.

eHoughton Mifflin Harcourt
Publishing Co

eJlluminate Education
eedmentum Inc

* NWEA

¢ Ogiris Family Institute LLC

¢ SchoolCity Inc.

The former ISEE test compa-
ny, ERB Company, did not take
out an RFP for the test by Tues-
day, and had previously said it
didn’t plan to bid on the work in
Boston Public Schools.

The exam school test has be-
come a major stress agent for
parents in Boston hoping to
get their children into the best
middle schools and high schools
in the City. Routinely, all three
exam schools are in the top 15
high schools statewide and are
also nationally acclaimed. In
this year’s annual U.S. News &
World Report ranking of high
schools, Boston Latin School and
O’Bryant School of Math & Sci-
ence were in the top 10 of all
schools in the state, with Boston
Latin Academy in the top 15.
Getting in has always meant
doing well on the test, and tons
of companies, private tutors and
after-school programs invest a
great deal of time preparing for
the test.

Since the RFP went out,
many of those programs have
been on hold and watching close-
ly what will happen. That should
have more clarity after May 15.
Cassellius has said they plan on
choosing a testing company by
June.

One thing she told reporters
last week is that the test will
not be performed remotely or
online in the fall — as that could
be complicated.

“A high stakes test like that
is probably not a test that could
be performed in a remote envi-
ronment,” she said.

Arboretum’s Lilac Sunday 2020 is cancelled

In keeping with CDC and
Harvard COVID-19 guidelines
for large gatherings, The Arnold
Arboretum of Harvard Univer-
sity is canceling Lilac Sunday
2020. All formal activities such
as tours, family crafts and sci-
ence, and performances sched-
uled for Sunday, May 10 are can-
celed. Picnics will not be allowed
on this or any day.

The lilacs will bloom as usual

over the course of several weeks
(typically late April through
mid-to-late May). We invite you
to visit during these weeks of
peak lilac bloom, but request
that you practice social distanc-
ing from one another and respect
our plants. If the landscape ap-
pears to be too crowded for safe
visitation, please return another
time.
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HOME SERVICE GUIDE

HANDYMAN

ACE HANDYMAN
Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick poinfing,

"2, Carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.
i K Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.

>

Call Phil at 617-868-1578 + 857-312-0543 (cell)

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Thomas Murray Home Improvement

Carpentry « Painting + General Home Repairs
Remodeling

( Interior & Exterior )

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Licensed Contractor

(lic #CS 088319)
. ROOF REPAIRS
Adverfise in the

Guttersa Roofing a Skylights

Alexander Doyle

617-522-6116
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Guide
617-524-7662

CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP resident

PAINTING

JB"

CARPENTRY

617-852-7409

darraahlaffan@hotmail.com

LANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY'S LANDSCAPING

139 Poplar Ave.
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609

Py, nekmihopoulos@gmail.com

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small

(617) 361-6532

Member Better Business Bureau

Free estimates

Licensed & Insured
Mass lic # 9290

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years
experience. Honest & affordable. No job
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS!
Ask about our
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.
Cynthia “Kare” Shephard
617-930-0582(cel) * karespainting@aol.com

Advertise your
services here!

'ROOFING

P — Slate & Copper
a Specialists

Doherty Roofing

www. DobertyRoofing . com

617-595-1551

CONTRACTING SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, *
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements &

Contact JOE 617-980-6558 Vg

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

Stone, brick,
or block walls,
patios &
driveways

ALENTIN
\Y LANDSCAPING &
2/ CONSTRUCTION, INC.

* Landscape maintenance
* Hydroseeding

* Fence installation

* Seed ¢ Sod * Paving

* Tree service

* Commercial ﬁ 617-590-2510
& Residential Bobcat

* Free estimates Service FULLY INSURED

& BONDED

NEED A PAINTER?

IP local business
ACME
fine painting

HIC 168788
Licensed - Insured
www.acmefinepainting.com

FRee ESTIMATES
CGontact Eric

617-390-4521

eric@acmefinepainting.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

4%y earthen

e8% stoneworks
“' Design and Construction

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works

Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

LICENSED, INSURED W

IN COMM OF MASS
Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities
DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND
CPTED PRACTITIONER WITH A GREENER

4’ ! APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT
1Al 781-727-3694

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

J.T. Electrical Services
Residential and Commercial Wiring
617-590-2479

Fully Insured - Lic.# 14285-B
Jt7electrical@yahoo.com

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

ERIE ENVIRONMENTAL INC.

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs
no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

ROOF REPAIR

ROOF LEAKING?

+ Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 « Ice & Snow Removal
Asphault Shingles *+ Rubber Roof Systems « Flat Roof of all kinds
+ Gutters - Downspouts * Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(61 7) 888-8058 Free Estimates

Licenced Senior & Vets 20% Discount  Family owned & operated * 28 years in business Insured

CARPENTRY
Fine Carpentry

More than 30 Years’ Experience
Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer

Architectural Training * Excellent References
(617) 910-6634

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

ALENTIN

\V LANDSCAPING &
/CONSTRUCTION, INC.

+ Landscape maintenance

Call for
Estimates

+ Hydroseeding * Fence installation

+ Seed * Sod * Paving

* Tree service

Conmerl # - 617-500-2510
& Residential Bohcat

FULLY INSURED
& BONDED

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

SULA\VALLEY

Additions  kitchens bathrooms
New construction - General remodeling

617-981-9456

60 Amory St, Boston, MA 02119 info@sulavalley.com
Res. Comm. Insured Licenses: HIC 185545 CS-113672

* Free estimates Service
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Olmsted birthday party postponed, but project plans move forward

By LAUREN BENNETT

While a large gathering at
English High School to cele-
brate Frederick Law Olmsted’s
198th birthday on April 26 was
cancelled due to concerns over
COVID-19, the venerable land-
scape architect continues to be
remembered in other ways.

Olmsted 2022 Massachu-
setts, - a continuing project for
conservation, public health and
social justice that was formed in
2010 to lead up to its namesake’s

200th birthday in 2022 — honored
the Olmsted Legacy last Sunday
by honoring Betsy Shure Gross.
Credited as a leading force in the
creation of the National Associ-
ation for Olmsted Parks, Gross
went onto serve as one of its first
co-chairs before Gerry Wright
tapped her to help him launch
Olmsted 2022. Gross served as
co-chair for its first five years and
continues on as an advisor for
Olmsted 2022 Massachusetts,
Wright wrote.

Olmsted 2022 Massachusetts,

which has named Sarah Free-
man, a public health research
professional and a highly dedi-
cated volunteer for parks, open
spaces and a healthy environ-
ment, as co-chair, is currently
participating in and supporting
various projects, including the
Franklin Park Master Plan and
Shattuck Campus Planning, the
Arborway Parkways Improve-
ment Project, and the Back Bay
Fens, while continuing to work
together with the nonprofit
Charlesgate Alliance, with sup-

port from the Emerald Necklace
Conservancy, to develop plans
and raise funds.

Moreover, Olmsted 2022
Massachusetts will share park
experiences virtually and via
social media, including a collec-
tion of images from every day of
the year, as well as he Olmsted
Birthday awards, which will be
presented throughout the year
at different programs across the
Commonwealth in anticipation
of a statewide conference to be
held in 2021, Wright said, with

the hope of expanding it to an
international conference the fol-
lowing year.

“What we’re now doing is
spreading his birthday out,”
Wright said of Olmsted’s yearly
celebration. “It may be spread all
the way out until next year.”

The Shattuck Campus Plan-
ning effort is one that is import-
ant to many in Jamaica Plain,
and many members of the com-
munity are divided on the issue

Continued on page 11

JP cancer survivor “full of gratitude” as she gives back to Dana-Farber

By LAUREN BENNETT

When Jamaica Plain resident
Katherine Walsh was a gradu-
ate student at Harvard Medical
School working at a research lab
at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute,
she didn’t imagine she’d be diag-
nosed with cancer herself.

Ten years ago at the age of 23,
Walsh was diagnosed with Acute
Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL),
and went through two years of
radiation and chemotherapy at
the very place she had just been
conducting cancer research. She
had to put her PhD on hold.

“It was pretty surreal,” she
said, “but it did give me a new
sense of purpose when I came
back to graduate school and a
real drive to do the work.” She
said that even though she was

wrapped up in the “stress of ex-
ams,” her own diagnosis was a
“constant reminder of why we’re
all doing this in the first place.”
Now, Walsh works at the
Broad Institute in Cambridge
on oncology drug discovery.
Walsh has also participated
in the Boston Marathon Jimmy
Fund Walk for the past six years,
and this year’s walk, slated for
October 4, will mark the 10th
anniversary of her cancer diag-
nosis. The annual walk raises
money for adult and pediatric
care and cancer research at Da-
na-Farber Cancer Institute.
Walsh is the Team Captain of
the Young Adult Program, which
she chose to support because its
mission was one that helped her
as a cancer patient.
“It was extremely isolating to
be a patient,” Walsh said. “Emo-

tionally, it was really hard.” She
said that she quickly learned
through her own experience that
some situations are “unique to
young adult patients,” as many
are just beginning their careers
and figuring out who they are.

“All of a sudden I was back
in my parents’ house and being
taken care of and sleeping in my
childhood bedroom,” she said,
and had to watch her peers go
through milestones of being a
young adult. Due to her weak
immune system, she had to re-
main inside the house or be in
the hospital for long stretches at
a time.

She said the Young Adult
Program at Dana-Farber was
“really important to me for my
process and healing” to meet oth-
er people her age who were going
through a similar experience.
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The program also allowed
her to participate in events like
an annual conference where she
met people that have become
“lifelong friends,” she said. “It
was a silver lining of the experi-
ence.”

The program also provides
patients with resources on things
like finances and nutrition to
help them ease back into a nor-
mal life.

She said that because of her
great experience with the Young
Adult Program, “I really feel like
it’s essential and extremely im-
portant to help others connect
and get through this experience.
It’s important for me to give back
to that community.”

For her seventh Jimmy Fund
Walk this fall, she said she is
proud to lead a team of patients,
caregivers, friends, and support-

ers who will all walk together to
raise money for the Young Adult
Program, which will receive all of
the funds raised by Walsh’s team.

“It is gratifying to us to know
we're supporting others in simi-
lar situations,” she said.

This year is also special be-
cause she will be joined by her
young son who will cross the fin-
ish line with her. “It’s going to be
really emotional,” she said. “It’s
really just complete gratitude
when I look at my son and when
I think about where we’ve come
from it’s just pretty amazing.
I honestly cannot say enough
about the care team I had and
the support system they formed
around my family and myself. I
feel like they’re all a part of my
story and my family’s story.”
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BPS, Mayor share new policies for the remainder of the school year

By JoHN LynDs

Boston Public School (BPS)
Superintendent Brenda Casselli-
us and Mayor Martin Walsh last
week shared new policies with
families and schools for remote
learning that went into effect
Monday.

This updated learning plan
gives more guidance for students
and teachers around attendance,
assignments, grading, and sched-
uling. It also provides predict-
ability for families with routine
class schedules and contact be-
tween students and teachers.

“Since Governor Baker an-
nounced that all Massachu-
setts schools will remain closed
through this academic year,
Massachusetts Department of
Elementary and Secondary Ed-
ucation Commissioner Jeffrey
Riley recently released guidance
to schools, underscoring that
student learning will continue,
while keeping health and safety
as our top priority,” said Cassel-
lius. “We understand that this is
a challenging time for all of us

as we balance work, home life,
caring for loved ones, and the ed-
ucation of our children while also
working to remain safe during
this health crisis.”

As part of the new policies,
no student will be held back
in their grade. All students will
advance to the next grade and
have opportunities for summer
learning and additional support
in the fall. If parents believe their
child would benefit from repeat-
ing their grade, they can request
a meeting with their teacher to
discuss further.

“Every school will share a
class schedule with families and
students,” said Cassellius. “Teach-
ers will record daily attendance
each week. Attendance includes
completing learning activities or
interaction with teachers/staff.
Teachers in grades K0-5 will re-
cord daily attendance. Teachers
in grades 6-12 will record daily
attendance by course.”

Cassellius said students will
receive grades and feedback on
their assigned projects and tasks.

Elementary students (grades
KO0-5) will receive a Term 3 grade

of Meets Expectations,

Approaching Expectations, or
Not Yet Meeting Expectations.
Secondary students (grades 6-

12) will receive a Term 3 letter
grade if it is above their average
grade from Terms 1 and 2.

Otherwise, secondary stu-
dents will earn a grade of Pass
or Incomplete and that grade will
not be factored into their fi-
nal grade.

“Each school schedule will in-
clude class times, and a school
staff member will contact each
student at least every three days,”
said Cassellius.

Students with disabilities will
receive services that can reason-
ably be provided in a remote
learning environment by their
assigned team of educators in
relation to the goals identified
in the student’s IEP and ELS
students will receive ESL instruc-
tion based on their English Devel-
opment Level.

As for graduation for seniors
Cassellius said graduation is a
celebration of students, their
families, and their school com-
munities and BPS is working on

Olmstead

Continued from page 10

of whether to keep homeless and
recovery services on the land once
the Shattuck Hospital moves to
the South End. Many believe the
services are necessary, but they
should be placed in an alterna-
tive location so the land can be
returned to Franklin Park.

“My position is clearly un-
less other places are found we
must then create an open campus
that has open space that uses
what Olmsted uses when he cre-
ated residential communities,”
Wright told the Gazette. “We're
still working on attempting to
find places they could put these
facilities outside of what used to
be Franklin Park,” he added, but
“I'have been ooff the opinion that
that is is probably unrealistic.”

Wright said that as he contin-
ues to move forward with the Ol-
msted 2022 project, “I am work-
ing with people who believe that
we need to reevaluate and see
how we develop these individual
parks in their own right.” He said
that Olmsted designed each Em-
erald Necklace Park separately
“with a unique center point,” but
the parks are all connected by
pathways and waterways.

As for the Back Bay Fens,
“this is an area that we have
some real vision for,” he said.
There’s a terrific opportunity for
creating something there that
will bring more money to sustain
the parks.”

He said one of the biggest
issues supporters of these parks
have is “to have people appreci-
ate what Mr. Olmsted thought
was the centering part of any
park.”

Olmsted 2022 will also soon

announce the beginning of its
Olmsted Nature Centers, which
will provide information connect-
ing history, art, and science at
sites across the state, Wright
said.

“The long term goal is to keep
things going in Olmsted’s prin-
ciples and practices; his life and
works,” Wright said of Olmsted
2020.“That’s my centering point.”

Dan Murphy contributed to
this article.

TO OUR CLIENT
PATRONAGE
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restaurant and employees
during this difficult time.
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several opportunities to celebrate
this year’s graduations citywide
and with each school.

We look forward to sharing
more information soon.

“We will continue to assess and
shift how we meet our students’
needs during this unprecedented
closure based on feedback,” said
Cassellius. My team and I have
convened weekly Equity Round-
tables to hear from educators,
parents, social service providers,
and community partners to gath-
er real-time feedback and identify
challenges so we can direct re-
sources to support students and
families who need them.”

Both Cassellius and Mayor
Walsh thanked Boston’s teachers
and staff for their continued coop-
eration during this difficult time,
acknowledging that this week is
Teachers Appreciation Week.

The Mayor stated that
throughout the final weeks of the

school year, BPS will continue
distributing free meals for stu-
dents and other resources; con-
necting with students on a rou-
tine basis; and collaborating with
school communities, nonprofit
partners, and parent groups, to
ensure that students are getting
the support they need.

“We are so grateful to our
teachers, food workers, tech-
nology staff, and other front-
line workers who are working
tirelessly to get our children
what they need to learn and
stay healthy,” said Cassellius.
“We care deeply for our students
and families and look forward to
continuing to build meaningful
connections with all of you as
we close out our school year over
the next several weeks. If you
have any questions about this
information please contact your
school principal.”
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EDITORIAL

THIS SUNDAY IS
MOTHER’S DAY

During this time of unprecedented upheaval because of the novel
coronavirus pandemic, the rituals that most of us traditionally follow
either have been eliminated or drastically changed because of the need
to practice physical distancing.

So too, the manner in which we observe Mother’s Day, which is this
Sunday, May 10, will be different from all others before it. The tradition-
al family get-togethers that we usually observe will be cancelled or modi-
fied to a great extent because of the situation in which we find ourselves.

However, it often is said that necessity is the mother of invention
(no pun intended) and in that spirit we’re sure that all of our readers
will find a way to honor their mothers in some fashion, whether it be
something as simple as a phone call or by a family gathering via Zoom.

Oftentimes, the smallest of gestures can mean the most.

We hope too, that Mother’s Day this year will serve as a way for all
of us to think about what is most important in our lives -- our family,
friends, and loved ones -- as we struggle to make sense of these turbulent
times amidst a pandemic.

We know we join with all of our readers in wishing all of our moms
a happy Mother’s Day.

THIS IS NO TIME FOR HOOVERISM

Herbert Hoover had been President for about seven months when
the stock market crashed in October, 1929. Although there have been
many causes attributed to the onset of the Great Depression, the crash
generally is viewed as the trigger point for what still rates as the greatest
economic downturn in our nation’s history.

However, even as the economy continued to sink in the aftermath
of the crash, Hoover adopted a hands-off policy toward the economy.
Although Herbert Hoover was a good man with lots of government
experience prior to becoming president, he refused to take action of any
kind, held back by a combination of a lack of imagination and his rigid,
free-market view of the U.S. economy.

Hoover failed to recognize the severity of the situation or leverage the
power of the federal government to address it. He was widely viewed
as callous and insensitive toward the suffering of millions of desperate
Americans.

By the time Hoover left office in early 1933, unemployment in the
U.S. had reached 25% and millions of Americans literally were starving.
The iconic photos from that era of Americans lined up for handouts
from the soup kitchens that were operated by private charities still are
seared into our collective memory even today.

What brought to mind the inaction of Herbert Hoover during the
Great Depression were comments made this past Sunday by Lawrence
Kudlow, the former TV personality who now is one of the chief econom-
ic advisers to President Trump.

Basically, Kudlow said the Trump administration is taking a wait-and-
see approach before committing to more federal support for Americans
as the United States continues to weather the coronavirus crisis and the
accompanying economic damage.

“Well, I don’t want to get too far ahead of the story, Jake,” Kudlow
said to CNN’s Jake Tapper. “There may well be additional legislation.
There’s a kind of pause period right now.”

But “getting ahead” of this crisis precisely is what policymakers need
to do. While it certainly is true that the federal government has spent
trillions of dollars in various ways to assist Americans, it also is true that
the degree of economic assistance -- as well as a coordinated plan -- that
will be necessary simply to keep Americans fed during the ongoing crisis
will require additional trillions of dollars as the economy plunges into
free-fall without a parachute in the months ahead.

The lesson of the Great Depression is that a national government can-
not be a passive bystander during a time of economic collapse. Speedy,
forceful, and creative action is required today to prevent an already-ca-
lamitous situation from becoming worse tomorrow.

!l REACH ouT AND SKYPE

SOME ONE

LETTERS

WE WERE DISMAYED
Dear Editor

We were dismayed to hear
that the Forest Hills Cemetery
had shut its gates to visitors
who wished to seek refuge from
their “sheltering in” and to spend
time, often with their children,
in a healthy, green and endless-
ly interesting place. We won-
dered what e. e. cummings would
think, memorialized, as he is, by
the marvelous vined arch near
the pond that graces Forest Hills’
grounds. Lover of children’s sen-
sibilities,and a man who never
gave up his childlike perspective,
perhaps there’s a clue in his
poem called “maggie and milly
and molly and may.” --

maggie and milly and molly
and may
went down to the beach (to play
one day)

and maggie discovered a shell
that sang
so sweetly she couldn’t remem-
ber her
troubles, and

milly befriended a stranded
star
whose rays five languid fingers
were;

and molly was chased by a
horrible thing
which raced sideways while
blowing
bubbles; and

may came home with a smooth
round stone
as small as a world and as
large as alone.

For whatever we lose (like a
you or a me)
it’s always ourselves we find in
the sea.
Bos CRABTREE

LOCKOUT DURING

LOCKDOWN
Dear Editor

The management and trust-
ees of the Forest Hills Cemetery
have responded to lockdown with
a lockout.

Granted they have the right

PLEASE WRITE...

.

and responsibility to maintain
a quiet, respectful atmosphere
where the bereaved can visit
the graves of family and friends
in peace. Granted they have the
right to protect their trees from
children whose parents do not
restrain them. Granted, a cem-
etery is not a playground, a dog
park or a raceway. Granted that
children and adults should learn
respect for the dead.

The cemetert management
and trustees, however, are care-
takers not just of a resting place
for the dead but a sanctuary for
the living. They are responsible,
therefore, for sharing this place
of peace and beauty with the
people of Boston.

On the many occasions when
I've walked through the ceme-
tery, I've seen no signs instruct-
ing visitors specifically on what
was and was not acceptable be-
havior. I saw no signs warning
visitors that violation of these
guidelines might result ian clos-
ing the cemetery. This was and is
regrettable because this was an

Continued on page 14

The Gazette welcomes letters to the editor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publication.
Letters may be emailed to letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. Please include address and telephone number for
verification purposes. Anonymous letters will not be published. More information: 617-524-2626
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Emergency care has not been put on hold if you need medical assistance, seek help

By Mavor MARTIN J. WALSH

During this public health
emergency, many of us are feel-
ing stressed and anxious. Days
are uncertain and our routines
have shifted. Many people are
working remotely, or have lost
their jobs. Students are learn-
ing online. Many of our favorite
events have been canceled. For
some time now, [ have urged you
to follow many precautions like
staying home, covering your face
when outside, and not visiting
friends and family. But, one thing
has not changed and should not
change: if you are experiencing
an emergency, please call 9-1-1
for help. Boston EMS and our
emergency rooms are ready to
help you.

In anticipation of Boston’s
surge in COVID-19 cases, we

By MARTHA SMITH-BLACKMORE,
DVM,

The National Veterinary Ser-
vices Laboratory of the USDA
announced on April 22,2020 that
two pet cats from different house-
holds in the United States were
confirmed cases of COVID-19
infection. These are the first pets
in the U.S. with positive tests for
the virus that causes COVID-19
in people. Subsequently, a family
dog from Chapel Hill, North Car-
olina tested positive. It appears
that cats and dogs can become
infected, but currently we have
no information that suggests the
virus can go from pets to people.

If you are sick with symptoms
of COVID-19 (fever, dry cough,

have been doing our part to not
overwhelm our emergency de-
partments. We are asking in-
dividuals to call their primary
care provider or 3-1-1 if you are
experiencing COVID-19 symp-
toms or have any health-relat-
ed questions. You can also vis-
it buoyhealth.com/mass for an
online screening of COVID-19
symptoms. But, life-threaten-
ing emergencies like difficulty
breathing or pain or pressure in
the chest should be addressed
immediately by calling 9-1-1.
Boston EMS will provide you
the necessary pre-hospital care
and transport you to the nearest
emergency department if need-
ed. Hospitals have seen dramatic
decreases in health emergencies,
like heart attacks, strokes and
appendicitis. Even though coro-
navirus is a new challenge, that
does not mean other health chal-

lenges are less present. Please
do not delay getting life-saving
care because of fear of getting
coronavirus. Go to the emergency
room if you think you are in need
of emergency care. Our hospitals
in Boston have been taking many
steps to ensure safety and clean-
liness, and they have space for
you.

Every day we are planning
and responding to reduce the fur-
ther spread of coronavirus. One
piece of this has been increasing
hospital capacity. We know it is
important to be ready to treat
as many people as possible, and
not just for COVID-19. We must
also help front line workers,
like our medical professionals,
first responders, grocery store
employees, public servants and
sanitation workers, stay healthy
by practicing our guidelines:
staying home as much as pos-

Or-ED

sible, covering your face when
outside your home, keeping at
least 6 feet of distance from oth-
er people, washing your hands
frequently, and disinfecting fre-
quently-touched surfaces.

I know it’s a hard adjustment,
and it seems like this has been
going on for much longer than it
has. But this virus will not stop
spreading if everyone follows
our guidelines. I want to thank
everyone who has been avoiding
gatherings and wearing a face
covering when they go outside. I
know it’s not always comfortable
or easy to do, especially as we
move into warmer weather. Your
actions will directly help save
lives. To those of you ignoring
these guidelines, I urge you to
reflect on the consequences of
your actions. Is ignoring these
guidelines worth risking the
lives of your friends, family and

Boston pets and COVID-19

difficulty breathing, tiredness,
nasal congestion or runny nose,
sore throat, diarrhea, aches and
pains) you should limit contact
with pets and other animals,
just as you would restrict your
contact with other people. When
possible, have another family or
household member care for the
animals while you are sick. If
you have a service animal or
you must care for pets, wear
a face mask or covering; don’t
share food, kiss, or hug animals;
and wash your hands before and
after any contact with your pet,
service animal, or other ani-
mals. If you are sick, you should
not share dishes, drinking glass-
es, cups, eating utensils, towels,
or bedding with other people or

Or-ED

pets in your home.

Good general safety practice
includes not allowing pets to
interact with people or other
animals outside the household;
keeping cats indoors to prevent
them from interacting with other
animals or people; walking dogs
on a leash, maintaining at least
6 feet from other people and
animals; avoiding public places
where large numbers of people
and dogs gather.

Keeping pets indoors or un-
der close supervised conditions
not only protects them against
COVID-19 infection, it prevents
them from suffering other harms
commonly encountered outside.

Now is a great time to prac-
tice teaching your pets skills and

Covid-19 and Mother’s Day

By DR. GLENN MOLLETTE

I wish mom were still here so
I could take her out to Sunday
dinner. The problem with Sun-
day dinner this Mother’s Day
is that most of the restaurants
either won’t be open yet or op-
erating under new guidelines.
Restaurants make their biggest
payday of the year typically on
Mother’s Day. Even in states that

are wide open for dining there is
the problem of social distancing.
Can you imagine this week go-
ing to a restaurant that only is
allowed 25% occupancy or maybe
50% occupancy at best? Many
states will still be closed tight
this Sunday adding further pain
to the economic dilemma of busi-
ness owners across America. For
some restaurants being closed
this Sunday will be the nail in

the coffin of their business.
This year to celebrate mom’s
day you still can patronize your
favorite restaurant by ordering
from them and bringing the food
back home. This will still take
some pressure off mom. Also,
insist on cleaning up the mess
when it’s over. Mom shouldn’t
have to do this on Mother’s Day,

Continued on page 14

tricks with positive reinforce-
ment, and to spend extra time at
home grooming your pets. Walk-
ing your dog is important for both
animal and human health and
well-being. Love your animals,
keep them close to you (unless
you are sick!), away from other
people and together all of us,
whether we have two legs or four,
will get through this together!

neighbors? We can overcome this,
but we have to work together.

The City of Boston will con-
tinue to take the proper steps to
respond to this crisis in a com-
prehensive way. This is a difficult
time for everyone around the
world. It’s okay to feel stressed.
We will get through this together
by following the public health
guidelines, working together and
supporting each other, one day at
a time.

For more information on Bos-
ton’s COVID-19 response, please
visit boston.gov/coronavirus or
text BOSCOVID to 888-777 to
receive text alerts on a regular
basis, available in 11 languages.
For non-emergency questions,
please call 3-1-1.

Martin J. Walsh is the Mayor
of Boston.

For more information about
COVID-19 and pets, visit
the CDC and the AVMA.

For additional information
on resources and COVID-19, vis-
it boston.gov/coronavirus.

Martha Smith-Blackmore,
DVM, Boston Animal Care and
Control.

The opinions expressed on these pages are not necessarily those of this newspaper.
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Mechanical Solutions in Jamaica Plain owner John Douglass
inside his work truck. Douglass’s company recently received
a small business grant from Citizens Bank.

JP business receives small business grant

By JoHN LynDs

A longtime Jamaica Plain
Business was recently awarded
a small business grant from Cit-
izens bank.

Mechanical Solutions in Ja-
maica Plain that served Boston
residents and businesses for
more than 30 years was one
of 32 small businesses in Mas-
sachusetts that each received
a $15,000 grant as part of the
bank’s Small Business Recovery
grant program.

Founded John Douglass the
Jamaica Plain company special-
izing in heating and plumbing
systems for residential and com-
mercial clients.

“These grants will go directly
to Massachusetts small business-
es, providing them with much
needed cash flow and support to
help them stabilize amidst the
devastating impacts of the coro-
navirus pandemic,” said Jack
Murphy, President, Business
Banking, Citizens Bank. “Small
businesses are the heartbeat of

Letters

Continued from page 12

occasion to educate the public,
as the Arboretum has done, not
shut them out.

As far as I know the manage-
ment and trustees did little or
nothing until they slammed shut
the iron gates at the entrance,
forcing more graciously-minded
institutions in Jamaica Plain to
deal with even more visitors.

The Forest Hills Cemetery
is not a world to itself. Like the
Arboretum, Franklin Park and
Jamaica Pond, it is part of a com-
munity. And if the management

the American economy, and we
are committed to providing them
with a vital jolt as they battle
the economic implications of the
pandemic.”

Douglass and his compa-
ny have built a reputation for
high-quality work and attention
to detail. In addition to plumb-
ing, mechanical systems and
troubleshooting, the company
does residential renovations,
repairs and additions.

“It’s all about the people and
building relationships with cus-
tomers that sustain my business
and build community,” said Dou-
glass.

For three decades Douglass
has installed, serviced and re-
paired hundreds of heating sys-
tems, gas appliances and more.
In addition to plumbing and me-
chanical work, Douglass super-
vises a team that provides res-
idential renovations, additions
and repairs and is a licensed
plumber, sheet metal worker and
builder.

and trustees do not realize this,
it may be time for city officials to
remind them.

For, when the worst of this
pandemic is over, have we any
reason to expect that the gates of
the cemetery will open again to
the public? Can those of us who
own lots at Forest Hills feel cer-
tain that our friends and family
will be free to visit our graves
when we are gone? And how
will the management and trust-
ees of the cemetery live with a
reputation for shutting its doors
to the hard-pressed people of
Boston when they most needed
this place of peace and beauty?

CARL ScoveL

JP arrest leads to illegal gun, drug charges

By JoHN LynDs

As part of an ongoing in-
vestigation, Drug Control Unit
detectives from District B-3 sta-
tion in Mattapan conducted a
motor vehicle stop In Jamaica
Plain Tuesday that resulted in
the arrest of two males and the
recovery of two loaded firearms
and drugs.

Officers arrested Luis Perez,
27-years-old, of Roxbury and
his front passenger, Anthony
Perez, 24-years-old, of Roxbury.
Both were arraigned in West
Roxbury District Court on two
counts of Unlawful Possession of
a Firearm, two counts of Unlaw-
ful Possession of Ammunition,
Possession of a High Capacity
Feeding Device, and Possession
with Intent to Distribute Class
B Drugs.

According to police, the detec-
tives had received information
that one of the suspects alleged-
ly had been in possession of a
firearm. The detectives initiated
a traffic stop of a motor vehicle
which had caught their attention
while conducting a simultaneous
drug investigation in the area of
Hills Street and River Street in
Hyde Park.

The detectives stopped Pe-
rez’s vehicle in the area of 74
Brookley Road in Jamaica Plain
and spoke with him and his pas-
senger. Detectives said the two

were being vague in their re-
sponses when asked about where
they had been prior to the stop.

The two Perezs were removed
from the vehicle and officers sub-
sequently located a plastic bag
containing a substance believed
to be crack cocaine. Additionally,

officers located a shopping bag
containing a black face mask,
an Interarms .38 Special firearm
loaded with five rounds of live
ammunition, and a Ruger .9mm
firearm loaded with thirteen
rounds of live ammunition.

Emergency room arrest in JP

By JoHN LynDs

As if healthcare workers
on the frontlines battling the
COVID-19 pandemic in Jamai-
ca Plain didn’t have enough to
worry about, last week they had
to deal with an out of control
emergency room patient.

Last Tuesday, officers as-
signed to Jamaica Plain’s Dis-
trict E-13 station arrested Ka-
mari Hope, 36, of Boston, on
numerous charges after respond-
ing to a call for a disturbance in-
side the Emergency Room of the
Brigham and Women’s Faulkner
Hospital located at 1153 Centre
Street in Jamaica Plain.

When police arrived they
were met with Special State
Police Officers assigned to the
hospital who stated that the sus-
pect had entered the ER and
quickly became loud and aggres-
sive towards the staff.

The suspect continued to be
confrontational and was asked to
leave the property. The suspect

then began to spit on members
of the nursing staff as well as
security personnel while scream-
ing and claiming that he had a
highly contagious illness.

Due to the suspect’s increas-
ingly dangerous and belliger-
ent behavior, the security team
members then attempted to
physically escort the suspect off
of the property at which time
the suspect began to strike the
officers with his clenched fists
before being placed in handcuffs.
BPD Officers then took custody
of the suspect and transported
him back to the district station
for booking.

The suspect will face arraign-
ment at a later date in West Rox-
bury District Court on charges of
Threats (Deadly Weapons, Ex-
plosives, Chemical or Biological
Agents), Assault and Battery on
a Police Officer, Assault and Bat-
tery on Ambulance Personnel,
Disorderly Conduct and Tres-
passing.

Op-Ed

Continued from page 13

Overall this is the toughest
Mother’s Day we've had in Amer-
ica during my lifetime. So many
millions are struggling finan-
cially. Buying a nice meal from
a restaurant to take home to
feed everyone is a stretch for
many. With 70,000 or more
deaths now due to Covid-19 this
Mother’s Day will be the hardest
day ever for a lot of families.
There will be an empty chair at
the table. Millions of Americans
have moms in nursing homes.
Their moms are in danger of
being exposed to Covid-19. Peo-
ple will probably not be able to
visit mother because she is in the

nursing home. This is painful.
There are just so many distress-
ing scenarios being played out
around the world. From health
care workers who are at risk, to
unemployment and a new era
of poverty hitting out country,
to people just going crazy over
social distancing.

The way to celebrate Mother’s
Day this year is don’t forget.
Don’t distance yourself from this
celebration. Honor mom while
you have her. Honor some other
mothers too who have been spe-
cial to you.

When I was a child, I had $5 my
dad gave me for being “brave” to
have my tonsils removed. The
only thing I wanted to do as a
child was to take mom and dad
to the local G.C. Murphy’s grill.

We sat at the bar and we all had
hotdogs and cokes that cost me
about $3. My mom didn’t want
me to spend my $5 but she smiled
when I bought lunch that day as
a 7-year-old kid. I would love to
have mom back this Sunday and
do anything that might make her
smile. This Sunday, it could be
the simplest thing but give it a
try. Mom is worth the effort.

Glenn Mollette is the publisher
of Newburgh Press, Liberty Torch
and various other publishing
imprints; a national columnist
- American Issues and Common
Sense opinions, analysis, stories
and features appear each week
In over 500 newspapers, web-
sites and blogs across the United
States.

FIND US ONLINE:

WWW.JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM
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RE-INVENTING EDUCATION:

BPS Remote Learning Plan starts this week,

many elements will remain in the future

By SeTH DANIEL

With more than 40,000
ChromeBooks now delivered and
in the hands of students all over
Boston, Supt. Brenda Cassellius
told the media Boston Public
Schools (BPS) are ready to roll
out Phase 2 of remote learning
that will play out until the end
of the school term in June.

That plan will also be bol-
stered by robust summer learn-
ing opportunities provided by
BPS and many community part-
ners throughout the city.

“We know the last month has
been really, really hard on our
families our teachers and our
staff,” she said. “We want to bring
back some predictability in the
next plan. Phase 2 of remotely
learning is what we hope it will
be until the end of the year.”

One thing they are hoping
the new Phase 2 home learning
program will bring is a stan-
dard across the city in every
school with more uniform ex-
pectations. One complaint over
the last month has been that
some schools came up with a
very robust, fun and challenging
curriculum very fast with daily
assignments. Meanwhile, other
schools struggled to simply con-
tact families and provide simple
instructions.

“This will bring more pre-
dictability because we created
structured learning,” she said.
“We also have master schedules
so there are no duplicate times

scheduled...Some were reporting
they had two classes at the same
exact time. This schedule should
clear that up.”

The general flow for the on-
line day will be from 9 to noon
in the mornings, with a one-hour
lunch break, and then back to
work from 1-4 p.m. However,
different schools have structured
their time with some variation —
particularly by grade level. The
idea, she said, mostly with that
timeframe is to provide a little
more structure than has been
provided so far.

The Boston Teacher’s Union
(BTU) has an agreement with
BPS in a memorandum to their
contract to provide at least three
hours of synchronous (Google
Classroom/non-live) learning per
day, and one hour of a-synchro-
nous (live classes, face-to-face)
learning per day.

Teachers across the district
are being asked to differentiate
their students by using informa-
tion they already have gleaned
from September through March
— prior to COVID-19 closures.
That will result in three tiers of
instruction. Tier 1 will be general
instruction, with live classes and
Google Classroom postings and
recorded videos. Some students
will need no more than that.
However, Tier 2 will involve stu-
dents who need interventions
in subject matter, supports or
are struggling with material.
They can be helped in one-on-
one meetings or in small group

BPS Supt. Brenda Cassellius on a call with the media last Friday explaining how the district’s
Remote Learning Plan will roll out this week, a Phase 2 of learning from home. It is expected to
provide more predictability, more challenge to students and also — she said - it is here to stay.

meetings with the teacher or a
specialist. Meanwhile, Tier 3 will
be students who have not signed
into online school or the teacher
cannot contact.

Attendance will be differ-
ent, and will be done in K-5 by
classroom teachers, and done in
grades 6-12 by subject matter.
Attendance will be counted if a
student attends a face-to-face
class and checks in appropriate-
ly, or if they successfully turned
in homework and assignments
— even if they didn’t participate
in the live classes.

For the senior class — the
Class of 2020 — Cassellius said
they have something very special
in the works, but are not able to
release the full plan yet.

“We’ve been spending a lot of
time talking with our students,
our teachers and out headmas-

State Treasurer Goldberg launches the
Empowerment Grant for Small Businesses

STAFF REPORT

The State Treasurer’s Of-
fice of Economic Empowerment
is funding the Empowerment
Grant for Small Businesses to
support the needs of Massachu-
setts small businesses during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The grant
application period opened May 4
and will close on May 29.

The Office of Economic Em-
powerment is seeking to award
small businesses in Gateway Cit-
ies across the state. The goal of
the program is to stabilize and
support the well-being of small

businesses by providing access
to capital and building financial
empowerment through one or
more trainings. Grants of up to
$2,500 are available and will
empower small business owners
to support business continuity
and foster ingenuity amid the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“These financial empower-
ment grants will provide our lo-
cal business owners and their em-
ployees with some needed resourc-
es to survive this unprecedent-
ed crisis,” said Treasurer Deborah
Goldberg. “I am honored to sup-
port our state’s small business-

es who contribute so much to our
economy and our communities.”

Applicants are eligible if they
are considered a small business,
have been in operation for at least
one year, and are registered in
Massachusetts. Preference will
be given to those that operate in
a Gateway City. Minority-owned,
women-owned, veteran-owned,
and/or immigrant-owned small
businesses are encouraged to
apply. To submit applications,
please visit: https://www.mass.
gov/how-to/the-empower-
ment-grant-for-small-busi-
nesses.

ters about this,” she said. “They
would like to have in-person
graduations because it’s a ma-
jor part of the year and a huge
milestone. Right now, it’s not
fully ready. We have said we're
committed to doing something
very special district-wide for the
Class of 2020.”

She said it will be something
that is in conjunction with out-
side partners in the city. It will
include a commencement with
entertainment, signing and oth-
er special touches. It will be an-
nounced soon, she said.

Moreover, she said what they
have learned overall is that
education — maybe more than
the other parts of life — will
be radically changed. The trial
by fire transition to technology
will change how parent-teacher
conferences are held, how class-
room space is allocated, and how
parent engagement is handled.

“I think right now we are

reinventing education,” she said.
“We are learning so much from
this process. It presents such an
incredible opportunity to learn
and innovate. We're going to be
1-to-1 with technology. The way
we now engage with our com-
munity and parents is going to
probably expand...What is here
is to stay.”

Meanwhile, BPS officials said
they would be offering a robust
learning experience during the
summer, doubling their normal
offerings with community part-
ners like the Private Industry
Council and others. That will
help students who want to con-
tinue on to catch up or to not fall
backward — which is going to be
inevitable.

“We are prepared to offer a lot
of summer learning experiences,”
said Lindsa McIntyre of the BPS
leadership team. “We plan on
doubling what we normally do.”

— (CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES

“Litter Free” is a litter removal ser
vice for your property or parking lot.
We can custom fit our litter removal
service with your needs in mind. Call
us for a free quote. 617-785-9409

TUTORS WANTED

Boston Gulin Center from JP is
hiring ESL, ISEE/SSAT, SAT/
ACT tutors. PT/FT. Please send
resume to kennethzou@hotmail.
com.

SERVICES

David at kNURD on Kall:com
can help with PC computers, net-
works, audio/video/multimedia,
phone solutions. $Reasonable$.
House calls. 617-676-5676 or 617-
522-6090.

GUITAR LESSONS

JP Guitar Studio - Classical,
Acoustic and Rock Guitar Les-
sons by Erik Puslys. Over 20
years teaching experience. Spe-
cial: Five lessons for the price of
four.  Info: www.jamaicaplain-
guitarstudio.com 617-306-3208
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Unemployment data shows new claims
are overwhelmingly from white residents

STAFF REPORT

For the fourth week in a row,
new unemployment claims were
lower than the previous week,
and new data from the state
shows that more than 80 percent
of new claims since March 15
came from residents describing
themselves as white.

Of the 722,552 new claims
since March 15, some 82 per-
cent — or 459,511 claims — were
from white residents, with the
next highest racial group being

Hispanic residents at 15 per-
cent (91,779 claims). That did not
include the new Pandemic Un-
employment Assistance (PUA)
claims, which is a new type of un-
employment for self-employed,
gig workers and other workers
that don’t typically qualify for
unemployment.

Of the other groups repre-
sented, Black/African Americans
made up 10 percent of the new
claims (54,584 claims) and Asian
residents made up 8 percent
(44,018).

Initial Claims Filed

Industry Week Ending 4/18 Wee‘:(/f;r;dlng Change | % Change
Agriculture, Fore;try, Fishing and 281 208 73 26.0%
Hunting
Mining 13 12 -1 -7.7%
Utilities 82 50 -32 -39.0%
The state Department of Un- Construction 4,754 3,155 -1,599 | -33.6%
employment Assistance (DUA) Manufacturing 5,065 3,798 1,267 | -25.0%
did not give any reasons as to Wholesale Trade 3,709 2,452 -1,257 -33.9%
. Retail Trade 12,669 10,085 -2,584 -20.4%
.the large r}ur_nbers of white res- Transportation & Warehouse 3,292 3,289 -3 -0.1%
idents claiming unemployment Information 1,336 1,200 136 | 10.2%
since March 15. The sectors of Finance & Insurance 536 592 56 10.4%
the economy with the most new Real Estate 1,040 977 63 6.1%
claims included Retail Trade, Professiogzlﬂf\izggechnical 4,359 3,775 584 -13.4%
Food & Accomm,()datlm,ls’ and Management of Companies 486 421 -65 -13.4%
Healthcare & Social Assistance. Administrative & Waste Services 4,956 4,788 -168 -3.4%
From April 19 to April 25, Mas- Education 1,653 2,140 487 29.5%
sachusetts had 70,552 individuals Health & Social Assistance 9,249 9,271 22 0.2%
ﬁle an initial claim fOI‘ standard Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 1,777 1,889 112 6.3%
Food & Accommodation 9,564 7,515 -2,049 -21.4%
Unemployment Insqrance (UD’ Other Services 5,383 4,833 -550 -10.2%
the fourth consecutive week of Public Administration 1,244 1,604 360 28.9%
fewer initial claims filed over the Information Not Available 8,705 8,498 207 2.4%

previous week. Since March 15,

Utilities

Mining

Agriculture, Forestry,
Fishing, and Hunting

Information Not Available

Public Administration

Other Services

Food & Accomodation

Arts, Entertainment &

Initial Claims by Industry, March 15th - April 25th (virus-surge)

Construction

(
g

Insurance (Ul) only

a total of 722,009 initial claims
were filed. As the number of ini-
tial claims continues to decrease,
the number of claimants filing for
their weekly benefit each week
continues to grow. For the week
of April 19 to April 25, there were
a total of 527,538 claimants, an
increase of 13.8% over the pre-
vious week, who filed for their
weekly unemployment benefits.
Food and Accommodation with
93,168, Retail Trade at 69,333
and Health and Social Assistance
with 66,202 showed the largest
number of claimants who filed
for their weekly unemployment
benefits.

The Cares Act created a new
temporary federal program called

Manufacturing

Wholesale Trade

Retail Trade

Transportation &
Warehouse

Information

Finance & Insurance

Real Estate

FRANCES

Frances is a gentle soul looking to take flight into his new

home! This cute little cockatiel was found as a stray and came

to us from our friends at Boston Animal Control. This beauti-

ful cockatiel loves to sing (as most do!) and is still learning

that people aren’t so scary. He is very nervous when people get

too close to his cage (and consequently is not hand tame at

all) so he would do best in a quiet home with a patient, expe-

T ‘ T rienced adopter who would be will-

] ‘ | - ing to take it slow with him. Sitting

‘ B 4 nearby, talking quietly, and trying to
give him bits of fruit or treat would be
a good way to win his trust! Call the
adoption center to make an appoint-
ment to meet this shy guy!

.| Email adoption@mspca.com today for
more information on Frances

+ &

For more information about

Frances and or other animals

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is a biweekly

Recreation . Professional and Technical
e Services
Healthcare & Social R . Management of Companies
. Ad trat & Wast
Assistance EeiliEation m'n'ss':rvli";s EHLS
by Sarah Carroll

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

A o

Since 1901

Quality, Affordable Residential Care for Seniors 62+

« Private bedrooms with full bath

o 24-hour Pcrsonal care assistance

« Medication administration

) Home—stglc meals clailg

o Laundr9 and housekeeping services
« Leisure and wellness activities

. Lovclg common areas

« 100% accessible

P

NVVYVYYVY VY
X YXOOOO

NO entrance fee
income or asset
restrictions!

in need of adoption, please
contact:

) mspca

Kindness and Care for Animals®

submission sponsored by Sarah Carroll,
Sales Associate of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

1375 Beacon St., Brookline, MA 02446 * 617-731-2447

coLbweLr
BANKER B8

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

(617) 522-5055 www.mspca.org

301 South Huntington Avenue, Qaﬁmﬁaigaﬁlﬂaﬁinﬁ

www.MountPleasantHome.org
617-522-7600

The shown data and graphs relate to standard Unemployment

Pandemic Unemployment Assis-
tance (PUA), which provides un-
employment benefits to individ-
uals who are self-employed, gig
workers and those not covered
by regular unemployment com-
pensation. In the week of April
19 to April 25, there were a total
of 171,598 PUA claims.

From March 15 to April 25,
combining UI and PUA, Massa-
chusetts had a total of 893,607
claims filed for unemployment
insurance.

Currently, the Department
of Unemployment Assistance
(DUA) is paying standard Un-
employment Insurance (UI) ben-
efits to around 450,000 claimants
and Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance to around 150,000
claimants. Since March 15, near-
ly 700,000 Massachusetts total
claims have been paid amount-
ing to more than $2.3 Billion in
disbursements to beneficiaries of
both programs.

Over the last month, the cus-
tomer service staff at DUA has
grown from around 50 employees
to more than 1,200. The remote
customer service operation is
now making more than 25,000
individual contacts per day and
DUA continues to host daily
unemployment town halls, held
in both English and Spanish,
which have been attended by
more than 200,000 constituents.
Massachusetts was one of the
first states to successfully launch
the PUA program. Due to DUA’s
previous efforts to migrate their
systems to the cloud, the first
unemployment agency in the
country to do so, the unemploy-
ment online platforms for both
regular Ul and PUA has main-
tained functionality throughout
the surge in demand.
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Due to COVID-19, Suffolk County Register of Probate

Felix Arroyo hosts online fundraiser for re-election

By JoHN LynDs

For years, Suffolk County
Register of Probate Felix Arroyo
normally hosts a birthday fund-
raiser in April but the COVID-19
pandemic has cancelled those
plans.

However, his son, District 5
Boston City Councilor Rocardo
Arroyo has launched an online
fundraising effort for his dad.

Arroyo was born on April 30,
1948 and established himself as
a mainstay in Boston politics.

“Not only is my dad an amaz-
ing father to me and my siblings,
he also spent his entire career
serving others and fighting for
justice,” said Councilor Arroyo.
“In April, we normally host a
birthday fundraiser to support
my father’s campaign and work
but, due to COVID-19, that was
not possible this year. I ask that
you please join me in making
a donation to his re-election
campaign and in honor of his
birthday today. Donations are
especially needed now because
he will be on the ballot seeking
re-election in just a few months.”

Arroyo was raised in a public

housing project in Puerto Rico by
his late father, Felicito Arroyo, a
World War II veteran and police
detective, and his late mother,
Elisa Arroyo, a garment seam-
stress and an ILGWU member.

Arroyo completed his under-
graduate studies and received a
Masters in Secondary Education
at the University of Puerto Rico.
He was the first member of his
family to earn a college degree;
he continued with his graduate
studies at Harvard University,
MIT, and the University of Puer-
to Rico.

Arroyo’s political career in
Boston spans nearly four de-
cades. He ran for the Boston
School Committee in 1981 and
1983, becoming the first Latino
to run citywide, and the first
Latino to pass a primary. In
1984, Arroyo founded the Latino
Democratic Committee, the first
statewide Latino political orga-
nization in Massachusetts, and
served as the Latin American Af-
fairs Director for United States
Senator John Kerry. Arroyo
served in the cabinet of Mayor
of Boston Raymond Flynn from
1985 until 1992. In 1992, Arroyo
resigned his salaried position as

Angell is Open!

Providing Essential
Veterinary Services

the Director of Personnel for the
City of Boston, in order to take
an unpaid position as a member
of the Boston School Committee.
He would later serve as Vice
President and President of the
Boston School Committee, where
he served from 1992 until 1999.

Prior to being elected Suffolk
County Register of Probate Ar-
royo was elected as one of four
at-large City Councilors in 2003,
Arroyo was re-elected in Novem-
ber 2003 and November 2005.

In 2014 Arroyo announced
he was running for Register of
Probate for Suffolk County. He
won the Democratic nomination
with over 53% of the vote on
September 9, 2014, and won an
uncontested general election in
November 2014.

He became the first Latino to
win a county-wide political race
in Massachusetts.

“Whether it was by being the
first Latino on the Boston School
Committee and the Boston City
Council, the first Latino elected
County Wide in Massachusetts,
the Director of the Department
of Transitional Assistance or the
Executive Director of various
community based organizations,

issues. 617-522-7282

call 617-524-5700.

or call 617-522-7282.

9 angell

animal medical center

angell.org

Angell Animal Medical Center | 350 S. Huntington Ave, Boston | 617-522-7282
MSPCA-Angell West | 293 Second Ave, Waltham | 781-902-8400

EMERGENCY SERVICES & URGENT CARE Boston & Waltham
are open 24/7. Our primary care & specialty services are
available for patients with non-life threatening but urgent

ON-SITE SPECIALTY CONSULTS & TELEMEDICINE Most of
Angell's specialists are available to consult on your pet's case
while your pet is at Angell or to facilitate phone or video
appointments. Visit angell.org.

PHARMACY Prescriptions for Angell patients are

available by curbside pick-up or mail (shipping fees apply).
Submit prescription requests at angell.org/pharmacy or

REFERRAL SERVICES We are now welcoming a
limited number of referral cases in Boston & Waltham.

For more information, please visit angell.org/COVID

he has opened doors that were
sealed shut. He has made a last-
ing impact for all of us,” said his
son, Councilor Arroyo. “As the
Suffolk County Register of Pro-
bate, representing all of Boston,
Chelsea, Revere and Winthrop,
he continues his life’'s work of
fighting for justice and equity
for all. That is why, not only as
his son, but as his constituent, I
am proud to stand with him as
he runs for re-election this year.
I ask that you join me.”
Supporters can make a do-
nation to https://secure.actblue.
com/donate/felix-arroyo-2.
“While the maximum dona-

Register of Probate Felix Arroyo.

tion per person is $1,000, there
is no donation too small or un-
appreciated,” said Councilor Ar-
royo. “Please give as much as
you can so that his campaign
will have the resources needed
to win so my father can continue
fighting for justice and equity as
our Suffolk County Register of
Probate.”

Happy Mother's Day

Open for Pick Up
Mon-Thurs 10am-8pm
Fri, Sat & Sun 10am-9pm

Since 19

Delivery Available through
Uber Eats and Doordash

u

§ ™ DOORDASH

Alex’s Chimis Restaurant

358C Centre St.
Jamaica Plain, Ma 02130

617-522-5201 » Alexschimis.com

anppy Wot/w’z )s f,bay./

Delivery
& Pick Up

JP SEAFOOD

“Best of JP”

2001-2007,2012 & 2014-2017,2018 & 2019 “Phantom
Jamaica Plain Gazette Greatness”
m Open Gift Cards
BOSTON Tues. through Sun. Jow
Forrindy Bowtonrogane 4pm to 9pm e

730 Center Street, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

617-983-5177 « www.jpseafoodcafe.com
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CPC earmarks three JP projects to receive nearly $2 million in grants

By DaN MuRrpPHY

Three Jamaica Plain projects
have been recommended to re-
ceive grants totaling nearly $2
million from the fiscal 20 Com-
munity Preservation Funds.

The city’s Community Pres-
ervation Committee (CPC) has
earmarked a $1.5 million Afford-
able Housing grant to help Com-
munity Builders, Inc., a Boston
nonprofit real estate developer,
and the Pine Street Inn build

225 units of affordable housing
at 3368 Washington St., with
150 units designated as housing
for individuals assisted by the
homeless shelter.

“Community Builders hopes
to start this project this winter
for occupancy by the winter of
2022, Sheila Dillon, Chief of
Housing and Director of Neigh-
borhood Development, said Tues-
day during a virtual meeting
sponsored by the City Council
Committee on Community Pres-

ervation Act.

The CPC has also recom-
mended awarding a $200,000
Historic Preservation Grant to
The Haffenreffer Brewery Com-
plex “to restore the roof and win-
dows for a ‘Prosperity Center’
providing small business ser-
vices, job training, ESL classes,
and other programs” as well as
another grant, also for $200,000,
“to the Footlight Club, the coun-
try’s oldest community theatre,
remediate structural problems
and stabilize Eliot Hall, a Greek

Revival wood-frame structure
built in 1831,” according to a
press release from the city.

In all, the CPC’s recom-
mended Community Preserva-
tion Funds for fiscal ’20 amount
to $24,309,000 for 40 projects,
including nine Affordable
Housing applications totaling
$15,750,000; 16 Historic Pres-
ervation applications totaling
$3,440,000; and 15 Recreational
Space and Open Space applica-
tions totaling $5,119,000.

Mayor Martin Walsh still

must sign off on the recommend-
ed allocation of funding.

Boston voters approved the
Community Preservation Act by
voting “yes” on Ballot Question
5 in November of 2016, and the
city subsequently created the
Community Preservation Fund,
which is funded in part by a
1-percent property tax-based
surcharge on residential and
business property tax bills and
took effect in July of 2017.

Baker signs order requiring face coverings in public; is now in effect

By LAUREN BENNETT

Governor Charlie Baker on
May 1 signed an order requiring
face masks or coverings for ev-
eryone when six feet of distance
cannot be maintained, both in-
doors and out. The order went
into effect on May 6, and children
under the age of two and those
unable to wear a mask due to a
medical condition are exempt.

Face coverings must be worn
inside pharmacies, grocery
stores, and other retail stores,
and “also when providing or us-
ing the services of any taxi, car,
livery, ride-sharing, or similar
service or any means of mass
public transit, or while within an
enclosed or semi-enclosed transit
stop or waiting area,” the order
states.

The order also states that
people are “strongly discouraged”
from wearing medical-grade
masks, as those are in limited
supply and should be saved for
first responders and healthcare
workers.

“This is going to be basically a
way of life, okay, there’s no ifs, no
ands, no buts, no doubts,” Baker
said at a recent press conference,
“and I certainly think for the
most part if you can’t distance
inside or outside, you're going
to be expected to wear a face
covering or a mask.”

Businesses are allowed to
deny entry of any person who
refuses to wear a mask and does
not have a valid medical reason
not to, the order says.

“The Department of Public
Health, local boards of health
and authorized agents...are
authorized to enforce this Or-
der and if necessary may do so
with the assistance of State or
municipal police,” according to
the order, and while there is no

standard fee implemented across
the board, Baker is enabling
municipalities to charge up to
$300 per violation of the order or
guidance from the Department of
Public Health.

“One of the major issues as-
sociated with this particular vi-
rus,” Baker said, is that a “very
significant portion of the people
who contract this virus will nev-
er show symptoms at all. I can’t
stress that one enough.”

He said this is why masks are
especially important, as their
“main purpose is to protect [oth-
ers] from you as much as it is to
protect you from [others].”

REOPENING
ADVISORY BOARD

Last week, the Baker-Polito
administration announced the
creation of a 17 person reopening
advisory board that has been
working over the past week and
over the weekend on a phased
plan to reopen the state

Reopening is “certainly some-
thing that I think is at the fore-
front of everyone’s mind,” Baker
said at a press conference on
April 20. “The advisory board
has hit the ground running,” he
added, and has met with busi-
ness organizations and leaders
from municipalities across the
Commonwealth. He said the goal
for the board is to “hear from
employers from across the Com-
monwealth,” and to “gather as
much data as they possibly can
to make sure that we can offer
up specific guidance.”

So far, the board has met
virtually with stakeholders from
“23 different industry associa-
tions and community coalitions,”
Baker said, which represent
more than 100,000 businesses
and over 1.4 million employees
in retail, life sciences, restau-

rants, tourism, construction, rec-
reation, and more.

He said that the “best way
to handle the reopening” is to
“do it in a way consistent with
data and recommendations” that
come from other countries and
different levels of government.

“This work is obviously go-
ing to be critical to make sure
a smart, phased reopening will
take place in Massachusetts,”
Baker said on April 30.

He said in the coming weeks,
more “concrete” plans will be
available about what each phase
will look like, and “where certain
activities and industries fit into
which phase.” Baker also said
information for businesses, such
as guidance for social distancing
and cleaning, will also be made
available.

Baker said he was “very grate-
ful to the many people across
industries that have had to close
their doors and adjust their work
styles” during this crisis. “I think
everybody’s anxious to find a way
to safely move forward.”

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito re-
minded residents on May 4 that
when May 18 comes, it “doesn’t
mean the economy across the
Commonwealth will just open,”
she said. Governor Baker has re-
iterated several times through-
out the past couple weeks that
they must rely on testing and
hospital data to make the safest
decision for what can open when.

Baker said that while the goal
for the process is to start reopen-
ing some businesses “in a limited
fashion” on May 18, the phasing
process cannot begin “until we
see sustained downward trends”
in positive test rates, hospitaliza-
tion rates, and fatality rates.

“When the public health date
indicates that COVID-19 is on
that sustained downward trend

that’s been discussed by so many
previously, we’ll be able to re-
sume more and more activities
going forward,” Baker said.

CONTACT TRACING
UPDATE

On April 30, Baker said that
about 1000 people are working
on the contact tracing collabo-
rative, and so far, the average
number of contacts for infected
people is two.

He said that this “means that
the work that all of you and we
have done here in Massachusetts
to stay at home, separate, and
socially distance has made a big
difference.”

He said the conversations
that contact tracing callers have
had with people has heavily
leaned towards providing people
with guidance and support and
answering their questions and
concerns around the virus and
isolation practices.

Baker said that calls from
an 833 or 857 area code or a
Caller ID of MA COVID TEAM
should be answered, as they are
important for providing vital in-
formation to stop the spread of
the virus.

TESTING,
HOSPITALIZATION RATE
UPDATE

As of May 6, there were 72,025
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in
Massachusetts, and 4,420 people
had died.

Baker said on May 4 that
May 3 was the “single highest”
number of tests conducted in a
single day in the Commonwealth,
and it’s “good to see the total test
numbers continue to increase.”

He said that as of May 3,
3,617 patients were hospitalized
due to COVID-19, which is five
percent of the total cases in the

state.

“COVID hospitalizations
have actually been decreasing in
the past several days, with very
few spikes in new admissions,”
he said.

He added the number of pa-
tients in the ICU has dropped as
well.

On May 6, Baker said that
“over the past week or so, the
percentage of positive cases has
consistently been lower” than the
past month. “We are encouraged
by this data, but it’s important
to remember that test results
alone” do not show the complete
impact of the virus on communi-
ties.

He said that while there are
“obviously still thousands of peo-
ple” who are sick, “the numbers
have started to trend in the right
direction” and different parts of
the state are in different stages.

He added that the state has
had “tremendous success” with
the Telehealth program, and peo-
ple should continue using it to
communicate with health care
providers, but if people are ex-
periencing a medical emergency,
they should call 911 or go to
the emergency room, as hospi-
tals have plenty of room and are
prepared to care for non-COVID
related conditions.

Baker said that he will “continue
to ramp up testing for months to
come,” and will continue to invest
in the contact tracing program.
He also said that it’s “important
to remember that as long as
there is no vaccine,” the state
will have to continue discussions
about how to operate the state in
the most safe way.

“The threat of future transmis-
sion and illness will be with us
for a very long time and we can’t
forget that,” Baker said.
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City Council holds hearing on coronavirus relief grant

By LAUREN BENNETT

The City Council Commit-
tee on Ways and Means held a
hearing on Monday regarding
a grant from the Coronavirus
Relief Fund.

The Council discussed a “mes-
sage and order authorizing the
City of Boston to accept and ex-
pend the amount of $120,853,359
in the form of a grant awarded by
the United States Department of
the Treasury to be administered
by the City of Boston from the
Coronavirus Relief Fund estab-
lished by section 5001 of the
CARES Act,” according to City
Councilor and Chair of the Ways
and Means Committee Kenzie
Bok.

The City’s budget director,
Justin Sterritt, was on hand to
give an overview of the Feder-
al CARES Act and explain how
Boston plans on using this grant
awarded by the federal govern-
ment.

Sterritt said that the CARES

Act was passed and signed on
March 27, and consists of a stim-
ulus package in the amount of
$2 million to “address the public
health and economic impacts of
COVID-19.”

He said that Boston’s allot-
ment is up to $121 million, and
is restricted in what it can be
used for. “It must be a neces-
sary expenditure incurred due
to the public health emergency,”
he said, and for expenditures
incurred during the period begin-
ning March 1, 2020 and ending
December 30, 2020.

“We will need very detailed
accounting” on how the mon-
ey will be spent he said. “This
funding cannot be used as a rev-
enue replacement,” he added, as
the money can only be used for
“public health and public safety
expenditures directly related to
the COVID-19 pandemic.”

Sterritt said he anticipates
the funding being used for “un-
anticipated and necessary City
costs related to COVID-19,”
including personal protective

gear for City staff, cleaning and
disinfection of public areas and
city facilities, technology to al-
low public employees to work
remotely, Chromebooks and soft-
ware for distance learning, and
public health and medical expen-
ditures, such as the Boston Hope
facility at the Boston Convention
and Exhibition Center.

He said the money can also
be used for “ongoing public
health measures” related to the
pandemic, such as testing and
contact tracing, disease contain-
ment, quarantine and isolation,
communication and community
engagement, and more. It can
also be sued for payroll expenses
for City employees in public safe-
ty, public health, health care, and
human services.

Other expenses that this
money qualifies for include food
delivery to senior citizens and
other vulnerable residents, care
for the homeless population, and
support for youth and educa-
tion, Sterritt said. These allotted
funds must last until December

Good government groups warn of
power consolidation by state legislature

By JonaTHAN CoHN, BosTon
WaRrD 4 DemocraTic COMMITTEE

While the world is focused on
COVID-19, the Massachusetts
House of Representatives pro-
posed new operating rules that
advocates say are an attempt
to grab power while people are
preoccupied.

“People are dying, kids aren’t
going to school, and most of us
are worried about whether we’ll
be able to continue putting food
on the table and a roof over our
heads,” said Jonathan Cohn, Is-
sues Chair of Progressive Mas-
sachusetts. “Instead of tackling
these problems, House leader-
ship is using this crisis to further
consolidate their own power.”

The proposed rules, released
after close of business on Mon-
day, April 27, would allow rep-
resentatives to vote by phone
but would substantially weaken
public oversight and the ability
of rank-and-file members to par-
ticipate in debate. The biggest
cause for concern is a rule which

would increase the number of
state representatives required to
record a vote via roll call from 16
state representatives to 40.

“This change to the roll call
provisions does nothing but si-
lence dissent and threaten our
democracy,” noted Matt Miller,
co-founder of Act On Mass. “It
would make it impossible for
a progressive stat representa-
tive to have a real floor debate
on a critical issue without their
amendment being defeated in a
voice vote with no accountability.
The idea that this is a neces-
sary response to the Covid-19
emergency is laughable, because
we've seen only a handful of ex-
amples of progressives seeking
and demanding roll calls over
the past 16 months since session
began. This is about preventing
voters from knowing how their
representatives voted.”

The proposed rules establish
a complicated system of tele-
phone participation for members
to engage remotely, but many
questions remain about how the

system would work. Advocates
are concerned about how some
provisions would work, like re-
quiring state representatives
seeking to make a motion to
first contact their division chairs
in order to be recognized, sched-
ule their speeches in advance,
and unclear provisions for what
happens with technical glitch-
es cause a representatives to
lose connection. And the rules
don’t end automatically when the
State of Emergency ends.

“Clearly, we need to give
our legislature some flexibility
during this pandemic to provide
much-need assistance for im-
pacted communities, and they
need to figure out a path forward
that works for them. But the
House’s need for speedy consen-
sus can’t come at the cost of
basic transparency. The ability
to know how our legislators are
voting is critical for a healthy,
functioning democracy.” said Ja-
cob Stern, Deputy Director of
the Sierra Club Massachusetts
Chapter.

2020 to address these ongoing
concerns.

Sterritt was asked how this
money relates to money distrib-
uted by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).

“We know that FEMA is not
going to be here forever,” he re-
sponded. He said that the City
qualifies money from FEMA as
the first bucket of money that
the city would use for things
like emergency food money, and
then this grant money would be
a “secondary plot of money.”

He also added that if some-
thing the grant money is spent
on is “deemed ineligible for use
by the he federal government,”
the City will have to reimburse
the federal government.

“The goal is to maximize the
federal relief money,” Sterritt
said.

The City Council then asked
questions and raised concerns
about this money and how it
can be best spent. The councilors
thanked the administration for
their partnership on this issue,

as well as stated the fact the dis-
cussion around this grant money
and other funds will be ongoing
as the coronavirus situation con-
tinues to unfold in the City.

“I think that we're all cogni-
zant of the fact that this is just
areally moving, evolving target,”
Councilor Bok said. “I certainly
want to stress how important
I think it is for us to move in
every way we can to maximize
our federal funds that we have
access to.”

She added that the Council’s
budget process looks very dif-
ferent this year, and “is going
to have to be a more continual
thing this year than we're used
to it being in the sense that we
can expect rolling stimuli and
impacts both positive and neg-
ative at the federal and state
level that are not going to track
our fiscal year deadline,” she
said. “We're all looking forward
to that continuing to be a very
active conversation.”

CASH ASSISTANCE

Unemployment Assistance.

EARNED SICK TIME

Coronavirus Response Act.

enrollment period.

ASSISTANCE FROM

YOU COULD QUALIFY FOR

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES Act),
provides one-time cash payments of $1,200 for individuals, $2,400 for
couples, and $500 per child for anyone who files taxes with a social
security number. Other benefits, including SNAP (food stamps), TAFDC
(welfare for families with children), and WIC may be available through
the Departments of Transitional Assistance and Public Health.

UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

You may apply for unemployment benefits if you
lose your job and are authorized to work in the
United States. File a claim with the Division of

Under Massachusetts law, workers are eligible
for benefits from their employers, including
earned sick time, regardless of their immigration
status. Additional sick leave and paid family
leave may be available through the Families First

HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE

Uninsured residents may qualify for coverage
through the Health Connector’s extended open

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
MassUndocuFund, mutual aid organizations,
and worker organizations are providing small
cash grants for undocumented people and others
who might not be eligible for other assistance.
Jobs with Justice has more information.

Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey @

CONTACT US

MAIN HOTLINE
(617) 727-8400
WORKER ISSUES
(617) 727-3465

CIVIL RIGHTS COMPLAINTS
(617) 963-2917
HEALTH CARE HELPLINE
(888) 830-6277

AGO RESOURCES

mass.gov/ago/ covid19
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JPNC Zoning Committee approves two projects at latest meeting

By LAUREN BENNETT

The Jamaica Plain Neigh-
borhood Council (JPNC) Zon-
ing Committee met virtually on
April 29, where two projects were
discussed, one at 373 S Hun-
tington Avenue and one at 54
Danforth Street.

The project at 373 S Hunting-
ton Ave. was a proposal to change
the occupancy from an office to
an office and one residential unit,
“to correct error in 2017.”

Architect Alfonso Sira said
that the first level will be used as
a medical office, and the second
level and the upper level will
be used as a residential unit.
“There’s really nothing being

i

Bay Cove

Human Services

done to the building,” he said.

Building owner Jose Ruano
said he has owned the propo-
erty for 17 years, and wants his
college-aged daughters to live
in the residential portion, while
his medical office remans on the
first floor. He said the upper unit
has been empty for 17 years,
and the “error” outlined in the
scope of work is that it is listed
as commercial on the first and
second floor.

Ruano said that there was
once a kitchen on the upper level
that was converted into a lab,
but is in need of a stove to be-
come a working kitchen. He said
there are two bathrooms and two
means of egress, so the space

Reaching People.
Changing Lives.

Be Part Of An
L EVALDREET

e Support Staff e

Case Managers

¢ Program & Clinical Directors
e Shelter Specialists ¢ Relief Staff
e Case Aides ® Nurses & More

‘ -

We have increased our
starting wages temporarily up to
$4.00 more an hour.

Our mission is to provide high quality services to those who
face life-long challenges of mental illness, drug and alcohol
dependencies and developmental disabilities.

To apply visit
www.baycove.org/jobs

meets requirements for a livable
unit.

“This looks very much like it
used to be a two family house,”
architect and Zoning Committee
member Kendra Halliwell said.
“I support it going back to resi-
dential up above and office use
down below.”

The Committee voted to ap-
prove this application, and it will
be brought up at for a full vote at
the Neighborhood Council hear-
ing at the end of May, where the
public is again invited to ask
questions and make comments
on the proposal.

At 54 Danforth St., owner
Luiza Santos proposed to create
an off-street parking space and
new curb cut so she can park
next to her house.

Santos bought the house at
54 Danforth St. last October, and
said that the previous tenants
had started work on paving what
they wanted to be a driveway.
She said her proposal was reject-
ed by the Inspectional Services
department because the regula-
tion requires 18 feet, which she
doers not have because her land
ends five feet too soon.

She said that living right
around the corner from Stony-
brook Station on a street that
does not have resident-only
parking has made it difficult to
find a place to park as commut-
ers come and park their cars on
Danforth St.

She said that the liquor store
owner next door “doesn’t mind,”
and she said that no neighbors
came to the abutters meeting on
March 16, which was held before
the stay at home advisory went
into effect.

There was some discussion
about whether there was simple
disinterest in this project from
the neighbors, or if people were
afraid of the virus so they didn’t
attend the abutters meeting,
that led into further discussion
about signage and flyering and
how abutters should be notified
for JPNC Zoning Committee
meetings.

A neighbor on Boylston St.
who had known the previous
owners said he opposes this
proposal because the street is
“very narrow, very difficult to
navigate.” He said he was unable
to make the abutters meeting

because he works nights.

“The space I'm proposing isn’t
actually the same one the previ-
ous owners had set up,” Santos
said. She said that right now,
her fence has an opening that’s
at an angle, and the proposal is
to have a nine food wide curb cut
that would only take up one car
space. It’s closer to her house and
away from the bend in the street
that causes a blind spot. The car
would be parked right up against
her house.

She said that both of her
neighbors have one car garages,
so she believes she should have
a place to park her car as well.

Jerry O’Connor, who is on the
Zoning Committee, said that “it
looks to me like a one for one on
street verses off street parking
space,” and called it a “fine idea.”

Zoning Committee member
Marie Turley said that “even
though it’s a swap of one spot
for one spot, it’s still a loss of a
spot on the street,” which she
said “can still cause concerns for
the neighbors.”

The Zoning Committee voted
to approve this proposal with one
opposition and one abstention.
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