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many residents enjoyed their [
time outside around Jamaica &

Pond (above) or fighting the
cold with some hot coffee,
(right) and, of course, playing
inthe snow as can be seen on
Pages 4 and 5.

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary

By LAUREN BENNETT

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-
ally on January 11 for a make-up
December meeting, as there was
not a quorum of council members
to hold a meeting in December.

The Council first heard a pre-
sentation from the team at SEED,

the cannabis dispensary at 401A
Centre St., which requested a
change in closing hours as well
as the removal of language about
a shared valet

SEED Chief of Staff Tomas
Gonzalez, as well as CEO April
Arrasate were on hand to present
the proposal and address com-
ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s
current hours are 11am to 8pm
but their original proposal was
for 10am to 10pm, so that is what
they are proposing now.

“We are trying to get in line
with our competitors,” Arrasate
said, adding that they believe the

Continued on page 4

City, JP Cannabis Museum

offering informational sessions

By JoHN LyNDs

Mayor Michelle Wu announced
this month the City of Boston,
in collaboration with the Core
Empowerment Social Justice
Cannabis Museum in Jamaica
Plain, will offer a series of free
introductory informational ses-
sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18 on the cannabis industry
and entrepreneurship for those
who intend to operate a cannabis
business in the City of Boston.

Wu said the objective of these
January sessions is to increase
the number of equity owned
cannabis business licensees and
applicants in the City of Boston.

“As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to
uplift the communities that have
lived the harms of previous mar-
jjuana laws and enforcement,”
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-
courage all interested entrepre-
neurs to use these resources to
ensure equitable growth for this
emerging industry.”

In November of 2019, the City
of Boston passed an “Ordinance
Establishing Equitable Regula-
tion of the Cannabis Industry,”
which requires the development
of procedures and policies that
encourage participation in the
regulated cannabis industry by
communities that have been dis-

Continued on page 2

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

By LAURA PLUMMER

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District
E13 of the Boston Police De-
partment (BPD) hosted its first
virtual police and community
relations meeting of 2022. The
monthly meeting, which is car-
ried out virtually over Zoom, is
an opportunity for members of
the public to learn about local
crime and ask questions of law

enforcement.

At every meeting, Sgt. John
Dougherty provides Part One
crime data assembled by the Bos-
ton Regional Intelligence Center.
Part One crimes are the most se-
rious, and don’t include offenses
like vandalism, drug dealing or
possession of firearms.

Overall crime in Boston de-

Continued on page 3

La delincuencia disminuy6 un 32 por ciento

AuTOR: LAURA PLUMMER

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-
trito E13 del Departamento de
Policia de Boston (BPD) organizé
su primera reunion virtual de rel-
aciones comunitarias y policiales
de 2022. La reunion mensual, que
se lleva a cabo virtualmente a
través de Zoom, es una oportuni-
dad para que los miembros del
publico aprendan sobre el crimen

local y hagan preguntas sobre la
aplicacion de la ley.

En cada reunién, el Sgto. John
Dougherty proporciona datos so-
bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-
unidos por el Centro Regional
de Inteligencia de Boston. Los
delitos de la Parte Uno son los
mas graves y no incluyen el van-
dalismo, el trafico de drogas o la

Continued on page 3
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Latest BWSC sampling shows lead in tap water exceeds MassDEP

By JoHN LYNDS

Looking at the Boston Wa-
ter and Sewer Commission’s
(BWSC) Lead Service Map, Ja-
maica Plain residents would be
shocked to see how many old lead
pipes still enter homes across
the neighborhood and bring in
drinking water.

The map, which can be
found at www.bwsc.org/envi-
ronment-education/maproom/
lead-service-map, allows users
to search for specific properties
in Jamaica Plain that are known
or suspected to have a private
lead service line.

The map is dotted with dozens
of Jamaica Plain homes that still
have private lead service lines
that connect to the BWSC main
water lines in the street.

At the source of supply
Charlestown’s drinking water,
which is provided by the Mas-
sachusetts Water Resources
Authority (MWRA), is lead-free
when it leaves the reservoirs.
Neither MWRA’s, nor the BWSC’s
water distribution mains contain
lead.

Lead can enter the drinking
water when the water remains
unused for long periods of time
and water service pipes and
household plumbing containing
lead dissolve into the water. Ex-
cessive amounts of lead in the
body can cause serious adverse
health effects including damage
to the brain, red blood cells and
kidneys.

The greatest risk is to infants
and young children, whose phys-
ical growth and mental develop-

ment can be impaired by lead
contamination. Also vulnerable
are pregnant women, whose fe-
tuses can be harmed by lead.

This week the BWSC reported
the latest round of sampling, tap
water samples taken from four
Boston properties exceeded the
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy and MassDEP action level
for lead of 17.4 parts per billion.
Due to the excess, the BWSC is
required to provide notification
to its customers and the public.
Additionally, as required under
federal and state regulations
and working with MassDEP, the
Commission will be conducting
increased monitoring, providing
public education materials to
the public as well as removing
additional lead service lines in
the distribution system.

Under State and Federal regu-
lations, the BWSC must annual-
ly collect tap water samples from
residential properties that have
lead water services or copper ser-
vices with lead solder and have
the samples analyzed for lead.

“The longer water remains in
contact with plumbing materials
containing lead, the greater the
possibility that lead will dissolve
into the drinking water,” said
John P. Sullivan, P.E., Chief En-
gineer. “This means that the first
water drawn from a tap that has
not been used for several hours
may contain elevated levels of
lead.”

Sullivan said all water con-
sumers who have lead service
pipes or other plumbing that
contains lead flush water that
has not been used for several
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A BWSC map pinging all the private lead service lines that still exist in Jamaica Plain.

hours for a period of 30 seconds
to 2 minutes or until the water
feels cold prior to using the water
for drinking or cooking.

The BWSC continues to work
with Jamaica Plain property
owners and recently increased
the financial assistance it pro-
vides to property owners toward
the cost of lead removal through
its Lead Replacement Incentive
Program. The Program provides
owners with up to $4,000.00
towards the cost of removal of
the private lead service lines.
In keeping with regulatory re-
quirements, the Commission is

expanding its Public Education
Outreach campaign to advise all
consumers of the dangers of lead
in drinking water and the gen-
eral environment and to inform
them of the steps to take to avoid
lead exposure.

This past year, BWSC has re-
placed over 400 lead service lines
through its Lead Replacement
Incentive Program. The goal of
the outreach program is to con-
tinue these efforts towards the
removal of all lead service lines
in Jamaica Plain..

For more information about
lead in drinking water and to

find out how to test tap water
for lead, Boston residents may
contact the Commission at the
Lead Hotline at (617) 989-7888
or (617) 989-7000. Customers
may also visit the Commission’s
website at bwsc.org with any
questions and obtain free bro-
chures about lead in drinking
water. The website also has the
Lead Service Map (https://www.
bwsc.org/environment-educa-
tion/maproom/lead-service-map)
where residents can see if their
home has a lead service line.

Sessions

Continued from page 1

proportionately affected by the
“War on Drugs” -- particularly the
Black and Latino communities.

In March 2021 Jamaica Plain’s
first adult-use cannabis dispen-
sary and the nation’s first So-
cial Justice Cannabis Museum
opened in Hyde Square.

Core Cannabis’s Seed Dispen-
sary and attached Social Justice
Cannabis Museum opened at
401 Centre St. in Jamaica Plain.
Eighty-two percent of Core is
owned by locals, 72 percent wom-

en owned and the owners of the
company have spent collectively
over 10 years incarcerated by the
war on drugs.

“The Core Social Justice Can-
nabis Museum is pleased to part-
ner with the City of Boston to
host Boston CannaBiz 101,” said
Core’s Chief of Staff Tomas Gon-
zalez. “The three day seminar
will provide participants with
the tools they need to navigate
the legal cannabis industry. The
event will include a keynote ad-
dress from the Cannabis Control
Commission as well as a guided
tour of the current exhibition,
American Warden. We look for-
ward to furthering our mission

to educate citizens and elucidate
the injustices of American drug
policy in our unique space.”

These three day-long informa-
tional sessions will be held at the
Core Empowerment Social Jus-
tice Cannabis Museum at 401A
Centre St. on January 18th, 19th,
and 20th, and will be a resource
to benefit all cannabis business-
es and entrepreneurs, including
Boston Equity Applicants.

The informational sessions
will cover every aspect of the in-
dustry that are integral to open-
ing and maintaining a success-
ful cannabis business, ranging
from: Legislative history of the
legalization of cannabis and the

need for social justice within the
industry; Various Licensing types
available from the Cannabis Con-
trol Commission (CCC); Financ-
ing; How to create a corporation;
City of Boston Host Community
Agreements (HCA); Site Control,
as well as standard Operating
Procedures (SOP) for all license
types offered by the Cannabis
Control Commission.

In August of 2020, the Bos-
ton Cannabis Board held its
first transactional hearing. In
accordance with Massachusetts
Zoning Law, Boston must have a
minimum of 52 licensed cannabis
establishments.

With that, Wu said she is com-

mitted to ensuring that all of
Boston’s diverse communities are
able to benefit from this emerg-
ing industry. These information-
al sessions will help identify a
pipeline of equity applicants and
cannabis entrepreneurs.

For more information about
this free series for cannabis en-
trepreneurs in Boston, including
the schedule and list of present-
ers, interested attendees can
RSVP at www.eventbrite.com/e/
boston-cannabiz-101-tickets-
208635092177?aff=ebdsoporg-
profile.

FIND US ONLINE:

WWW.JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM
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W, public officials discuss Mass/Cass; more than 80 individuals relocated to low-threshold housing

By LAUREN BENNETT

Mayor Michelle Wu held a
press conference on January 10
to provide updates on the public
health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass
and Cass have been driven by
a public health and housing-led
approach,” Wu said, adding that
the encampments “are not a safe
or healthy place for anyone to be
living.”

There is no heat or running
water and fires have broken out
in the area as people attempt to
stay warm.

With this week’s frigid weath-
er especially, there are “ongoing
issues around frosthite and hypo-
thermia as temperatures drop,”
Wu said.

The Wu administration has
surveyed folks living in the
Mass/Cass area and between
December 6 and December 8,
identified 145 people who resided
in the area. She said that the city
is trying to “meet each person

where they are” when it comes to
what their needs are regarding
housing and medical care.

Almost all individuals who
were surveyed then stated that
they’d like to move into low
threshold housing,” Wu said, “but
that many of the existing shelter
options were not meeting their
needs.”

Wu said that following the
December survey, resources were
provided to those surveyed on
December 16 and they were also
told that tents would be removed
after January 12.

She said that as of Jan. 10, 83
people were living in low thresh-
old housing, and space is avail-
able for the 62 remaining people.

Wu said that on Jan. 12, the
city will take down tents that
had been left as well as “begin
clearing the street.”

She said that the public works
department will be “investing
in street repairs and regular
cleanings,” and the Boston Po-
lice Department will “ensure a

Delincuencia
Continued from page 1

posesion de armas.

En general, el crimen en Bos-
ton disminuyé un 15 por ciento
en 2021. Sin embargo, Jamaica
Plain experiment6 una reduccion
del 32 por ciento. Segin el resu-
men, hubo 818 delitos denuncia-
dos en 2020, y solo 618 denuncia-
dos el afio pasado. Los delitos que
vieron una disminucion en 2021
incluyeron el homicidio, el atraco,
el asalto, el robo y el hurto. Los
unicos delitos que experimen-
taron un repunte fueron la vio-
lacién y el robo de automéviles.

Otro gréafico comparé las es-
tadisticas de tiroteos fatales y no
fatales de 2020 a 2021. Jamaica
Plain registré un total de 13
tiroteos en 2021, frente a los 20
de 2020, una disminucién del
35 por ciento. En 2021, Jamaica
Plain fue la cuarta més alta en
tiroteos, representando casi el
siete por ciento del total. Solo
Roxbury, Mattapan y Dorchester
tenian tasas mas altas.

La reunién de relaciones con
la policia y la comunidad se lleva
a cabo el primer jueves de cada
mes a las 6:30 p.m. Se anima a
participar a los miembros del
publico que tengan inquietudes
sobre la seguridad.

GYROTONIC® EXPANSION
SYSTEM

Z.oom classes

Introductory, beginning
& intermediate

Shari Repasz:

GYROTONIC®

Certified GYROTONIC® & GYROKINESIS® trainer
Info: sharisoulmove@gmail.com and gyrotonic.com

safe environment for residents,
businesses, and individuals ac-
cessing care.”

Wu also said that it will take
“more than one day” to get rid of
the encampments.

She also said that the city
continues to work on longer term
efforts, as Wu and city officials
visited Long Island last week
to assess the condition of the
buildings. She said that more
“regional investment” as well as
collaboration with the state and
other cities and towns will be
needed.

Chief of Housing Sheila Dillon
said that housing for 200 people
“has been identified,” and as of
the press conference, 159 spaces
were up and running and all
feature 24 hour staff.

“We're taking a comprehen-
sive public health approach to
this issue,” said Dr. Bisola Oji-
kutu, Executive Director of the
Boston Public Health Commis-
sion. “The need for these services
will continue and will be great
even when the tents in this area
are gone.”

She said the approach in-
cludes “increasing access to low
threshold housing,” as well as
“intentionally focusing on health
equity.”

Wu acknowledged that there
are more than 62 people remain-
ing at Mass and Cass, as there
are “people constantly coming
and going,” but “our approach
is to really understand who is
truly living in the encampments
and living in this area” and help

provide them with services and
housing, “then connect with any
other folks who might be in the
area.”

The administration said that
folks are living at the Envision
Hotel on S. Huntington Ave., as
well as at 112 Southampton St.
and Woods-Mullin shelters. The
Roundhouse Hotel is also hous-
ing folks, as are the new cottag-
es at the Shattuck Campus in
Franklin Park, though not all are
ready for occupants yet because
of delays in getting electricity to
the units.

Dillon said that each cottage
is heated individually, and that
more will be “coming on next
week.”

Crime
Continued from page 1

creased by 15 percent in 2021.
However, Jamaica Plain expe-
rienced a 32 percent reduction.
According to the summary, there
were 818 reported crimes in 2020,
and only 618 reported last year.
Crimes that saw a decrease in

2021 included homicide, robbery,
assault, burglary and larceny.
The only crimes that saw an
uptick were rape and auto theft.

A second chart compared the
statistics of fatal and nonfatal
shootings from 2020 to 2021. Ja-
maica Plain saw 13 total shoot-
ings in 2021, down from 20 in
2020, a decrease of 35 percent.
In 2021, Jamaica Plain was the
fourth highest in shootings, ac-

counting for almost seven per-
cent of the total. Only Roxbury,
Mattapan and Dorchester had
higher rates.

The police and community re-
lations meeting is held on the
first Thursday of the month at
6:30pm. Members of the public
who have safety concerns are
encouraged to participate.

EYE Q OPTICAL

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT
most insurances accepted
617.983.3937
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PNC Subcommittee on Police Procedures holds second listening session

By LAUREN BENNETT

The Subcommittee on Police
Procedures, which is a part of
the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood
Council’s (JPNC) Public Service
Committee, held a second public
listening session on December
16, where residents were invit-
ed to share ideas and concerns
about police in the neighborhood.

Several residents came out to
express their thoughts and opin-
ions on various topics relating to
police matters. The conversation
began with a discussion about
traffic and po related issues in
the neighborhood.

Resident Scott McCready, a
resident of Moraine St., said that
there are “massive trucks that
come down my street; people
speeding; people that come and
dump their cars.”

He proposed that these issues
could be resolved if resident per-
mit parking was enacted on the
street, as there currently are no
restrictions on who can park on
Moraine St.

“Why can’t BTD do some-
thing?” He asked, referring to
the city’s transportation depart-

ment. “I want tangible results.”

McCready said that he has
reached out to Senator Sonia
Chang-Diaz “multiple times”
about these concerns, but said
“they just go through the motions
and give you lip service.”

Jim Allen, who lives on the
Arborway, said that “I think the
thing that bothers me the most is
traffic and noise and what to do
about it. It’s a quandary.”

Louise Johnson said that “I
think that it’s easy to blame the
politicians for all our traffic prob-
lems and for everybody running
red lights and all the other irri-
tations that go along with living
in the city.”

She said that the lack of “ade-
quate public transportation” and
other methods of getting around
contribute to the problem as well.

“Yes, we can blame our public
officials,” she said, “but I think
we all have a role to play in this
problem.”

On the topic of implementing
resident permit parking, JPNC
Public Service Committee mem-
ber Paige Sparks said that it
“may impact folks dispropor-
tionately,” as there are many

residents who rely on outside
services coming to their homes
and the resident permit parking
would prevent them from staying
for more than two hours.

The conversation shifted to
one that was more directly re-
lated to the police and how they
operate. A comment was made by
Jacob Leidof about how he does
not feel that the city’s Office of
Police Accountability and Trans-
parency (OPAT) is not moving as
quickly as he thought.

Sparks said that she has spo-
ken with Stephanie Everett, the
Executive Director of OPAT, who
told her that there are some
“delays associated with trying
to get the department off the
ground,” Sparks said, but hir-
ing is happening. She also said
that the office has “been having
conversations about things like
subpoena power,” and is “intend-
ing to put together some civilian
advisory boards.”

JP resident Sarah Freeman
said, “I love the idea of getting
more mental health responders
in action,” and wondered how
that was being implemented.

Michael Reiskind said that

it’s being piloted in Boston by
sending mental health respond-
ers along with police, which he
said is “definitely a baby step,”
and added that a panel has been
created to provide advice on ex-
ecuting this.

There was also a discussion
around community police officers
in Boston, with Reiskind saying
he feels that community officers
“have a very different idea of
policing than the main group.”

Dorothy Farrell said she be-
lieves that community officers
“are not challenged,” and “are
like public relations” profession-
als who “promote the good side.”

Freeman said she is “sort of a
fan of the ice cream truck” that
the Boston Police bring to differ-
ent events in the neighborhoods.

“I think the whole point is
for the police and the kids and
maybe adults, too, to recognize
each other and then if they hap-
pen to encounter each other in a
more tense situation, it’s not as
likely to come as a bad outcome.
You're going to know each other
and that’s the basis for de-esca-
lation.”

Others had a different feeling

about the truck.

“Sometimes it comes off as
very oppressive,” resident Slim
Weathers said, adding that the
community officers are “very
nice,” but “I actually don’t agree
with us interacting with them
too much.” He said that a civilian
review board is necessary and
must include “people who are
knowledgeable of what’s going
on.”

Sparks said that she has con-
cerns that community events
like the ice cream truck could
be a “false sense of security that
we give ourselves.”

She continued, it’s “one of
those things where I don’t want
it to be the reason that someone
doesn’t get shot is because they
were given ice cream. I want it
to be that people are not shot to
begin with.”

Lastly, there was discussion
of sending a letter to Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu about following up on
some of these issues and “up-
coming negotiations,” as well as
requesting a meeting with her
staff.

JPNC

Continued from page 1

extra hours are needed because
they have “had to turn people
away on both sides.”

She also said that the shared
valet service was never estab-
lished, nor is it needed. There are
“six dedicated parking spaces”
for a maximum of 15 minutes
outside the store. She said the
average customer transaction
time is 1.9 minutes, there are
an average of 22 customers per
hour, and an average of 276 cus-
tomers per day. Additionally, 21
percent of purchases in the store
are online pickups, and half of
SEED’s customers come from
Jamaica Plain.

Gonzalez said that when
SEED first opened during the
pandemic, the city was not al-
lowing any shared valets, so
they “couldn’t even get it off the
ground.” The original idea was to
have a shared valet service with
the restaurants around the store.

The JPNC voted to approve
both the change in hours and the
removal of language.

The Council also brought up
some other promises that were
made by the SEED team when
they were first in the approval
process.

JPNC member Michael Reis-
kind asked about the police de-
tail that was promised for the
first month, as well as the safety
and security plan. Reiskind said
that the “operation seems fine”
so far, and called it “excellent,”
adding that he “hasn’t seen any
issues” but still wanted to bring
up these “series of high level
promises that have faded away.”

Gonzalez said that the po-
lice detail was at the store for
the first week or so, but it was
difficult to find officers to fill
the position, he said. Also asked
about was the promise to make
adjustments to the crosswalk in
the area.

Arrasate said that the cross-
walk was “part of the shared va-
let” idea, and there haven’t been
enough people to warrant heavy
use of the crosswalk for the store.

“It just wasn’t warranted,” she
said.

Arrasate also said that the
traffic and safety teams intro-
duced during the approval pro-

cess have been involved in their
intended capacities, and now
that the store is up and running,
“everybody’s trained,” she said,
and protocols are being followed.

Arrasate also said to Reiskind,
“I can understand and appreci-
ate your perspective,” but added
that the team “wanted to put to-
gether a plan that had flexibility
baked into it.”

She said that “I'd rather
spend money” on things like lo-
cal events and getting involved
with the community, “rather
than things we promised that
no longer turned out to be nec-
essary.”

JPNC member Gert Thorn
said that “if you commit to some-
thing,” it’s “not your decision to
get rid of something. You prom-
ised the community that you'd
do it,” he said, speaking of the
crosswalk improvements.

“It was part of an overall traf-
fic plan,” Arrasate reiterated. Ar-
rasate said that the SEED team
would be “happy to stay in touch
with the community wherever
we can.”

ZONING COMMITTEE

Dave Baron of the Zoning
Committee presented five differ-

ent zoning matters that required
a vote from the full Council:

1. At 26 Egleston St., a
proposal to add a driveway and
a curb cut on the right side of
the existing house to create two
off-street parking spaces in the
rear and one parking space in
the driveway entrance was ap-
proved.

2. At 23 Iffley Road, a pro-
posal to add a driveway next to
the existing three-family build-
ing was approved.

3. At 88 Rockview St., a
proposal to build a sing-family
house on the existing lot was
approved.

4. At 265-267 Amory St.,
a proposal for a new four-story,
nine unit residential building
with nine parking spaces as well
as a new three-story building
with classroom and office space
and a ski shop on the first floor
as the headquarters and commu-
nity center for Youth Enrichment
Services (YES) was approved.
Baron said that the proposal
also includes a bus turnout for
buses to pick kids up at the lo-
cation and take them skiing, as
this is a major program offered
by YES. He also mentioned that

there is some “tension between
PLAN: JP/Rox and the zoning
code, which says the limit for
building height is 35 feet. The
buildings proposed are 45 feet
tall, which is in line with PLAN:
JP/Rox. There are also no af-
fordable units proposed. He said
that at the Zoning Committee
meeting, there were people both
in support and in opposition of
the project, and those in oppo-
sition were mainly from across
the street from the proposal. The
‘opposition was primarily about
height,” he said.

5. The proposal at 3484
Washington St., which is the new
Doyle’s proposal, includes the
new restaurant, as well as a total
of 29 residential units in three
buildings, and a 5,000 square
foot market. The restaurant, the
market, and 16 residential units
will be located at 3483 Washing-
ton St., along with 22 parking
spaces, seven residential units
will be located at 60 Williams
St., and six affordable units will
be located at 69 Williams St. The
Council also voted to approve
this proposal. This project is set
to go before the Zoning Board of
Appeal (ZBA) on January 18.
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JP’s weekly COVID test rate increases nearly 40 percent

By JoHN LYNDs

The COVID 19 virus continues
to spread across Jamaica Plain
with 2 out of every 10 residents
tested for the virus last week
turning out to be positive. Deaths
from the virus are also rising
at an alarming rate citywide as
Boston hospitals deal with the
latest surge

According to the weekly report
released Monday by the Bos-
ton Public Health Commission
(BPHC), 3,491 Jamaica residents
were tested and 19.1 percent
were found to be positive--this
was a 20 percent increase from
the 38 percent that tested posi-
tive between December 27 and
January 3.

Six hundred sixty seven addi-
tional Jamaica Plain residents
became infected with COVID-19
last week and the number of
total cases since the start of the
pandemic increased to 6,148.

The citywide weekly positive
test rate also increased over 30
percent last week. According to

the BPHC 42,254 residents were
tested and 31.9 percent were
COVID positive--this was a 75
percent increase from the 18.2
percent that reportedly tested
positive for the week ending on
January 3. The weekly positive
test rate has increased 239 per-
cent in Boston since December
217.

The statistics released by
the BPHC as part of its weekly
COVID19 report breaks down
the number of cases and infection
rates in each neighborhood. It
also breaks down the number of
cases by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of
coronavirus increased 27 percent
last week and went from 108,336
138,042 cases to confirmed cases
in a week. There were 40 addi-
tional deaths in Boston from the
virus in the past week and the
total COVID deaths is now at
1,550. Deaths were up 471 per-
cent last week when compared to
the 7 deaths that occured in the
city between December 27 and
January 3.

With COVID infections
spreading like wildfire Boston
Mayor Michelle Wu announced
a new initiative to require vacci-
nation in certain indoor spaces in
the city, including indoor dining,
fitness, and entertainment estab-
lishments. The new “B Together”
initiative will begin January 15
and will phase in second vaccine
doses and youth vaccination re-
quirements. Both patrons and
employees of indoor venues will
be required to show proof of vac-
cination and the indoor mask
mandate remains in effect.

“Vaccines are the most pow-
erful tool we have to fight this
pandemic. Vaccination saves
lives, and closing vaccination
gaps is the best way to support
and protect our communities,
businesses, and cultural institu-
tions during this pandemic,” said
Mayor Wu at a City Hall press
conference Monday. “The vast
majority of COVID-related hos-
pitalizations are of unvaccinated
individuals, which is impacting
our entire healthcare system and

compromising the health of our
communities. Today’s steps to
protect community members in
certain indoor establishments
and throughout our city work-
force will help ensure that ev-
eryone in Boston will be safe.
City government must take down
barriers and direct our resources
for easy access to testing and
vaccination to protect our city
and all of our communities.”
Starting Saturday, January
15, 2022, patrons of covered
businesses will be required to
show proof of vaccination upon
entering the premises. The or-
der states that individuals can
demonstrate vaccination by
showing their CDC vaccination
card or a photo of their card, any
official immunization record or
digital image from a pharmacy
or health care provider, or on any
COVID-19 vaccine verification
app. The city also announced
plans to create its own app, mod-
eled on the successful Key to
NYC app that has supported
the vaccine requirement effort

in New York City.

“COVID-19 cases and hospi-
talizations are on the rise in
Boston. The B Together initiative
is just one component of a multi-
layered, comprehensive strategy
that the city has implemented to
address COVID-19 and promote
the health and safety of Boston
residents,” said Executive Direc-
tor of the Boston Public Health
Commission Dr. Bisola Ojikutu.
“We must also ensure that ev-
ery Bostonian has easier access
to vaccines and boosters, and
we will be rolling out new sites
across the city.”

Businesses included will also
be required to post a notice at all
entrances. The city will begin a
weeks-long campaign to educate
residents and businesses about
the new policy, utilizing city out-
reach workers and inspectional
services. Businesses found not
in compliance will receive verbal
and written warnings. Repeat
offenders may be subject to fines.

Baker announces that 26 million rapid antigen tests are forthcoming

By LAUREN BENNETT

The Baker administration
on January 11 announced that
the Commonwealth will be re-
ceiving 26 million rapid anti-
gen COVID-19 tests over three
months in a contract with
iHealth, a company who pro-
duces the tests.

Baker said that the tests will
be “prioritized” for K-12 edu-
cation and childcare across the
state, adding that the “rapid
tests are convenient and effi-
cient. They are also accurate in
detecting when someone is about
to infect others.”

These new tests will be in ad-
dition to the 2.1 million tests dis-
tributed to 102 cities and towns
across the state, Baker said.

He also spoke about a new
public health advisory from the
state’s Department of Public
Health (DPH) released earlier
this week that provides guidance
on when residents should be test-
ed for the virus.

He said there are “two key
scenarios” when the state “ad-
vises” that someone should be
tested: if they have symptoms of
COVID-19, and if they have been
in contact with someone who has

tested positive for the virus. In
that case, the test should be done
five days after the exposure.

Baker said that the new DPH
guidelines “recommend,” but do
not “require” a test five days after
exposure, and quarantining is
not required if a person is fully
vaccinated but not eligible for a
booster, if a person is fully vacci-
nated and has received a booster,
or if a person had been infected
with COVID-19 within the past
90 days.

Additionally, according to the
state, “the new isolation proto-
cols do not require a COVID-19
test to exit isolation after having
COVID,” which is also applicable
to K-12 educational and child-
care settings.

“Rapid tests, in most situa-
tions, are a very good alternative
to PCR tests,” Baker said, for
which results can take 24-72
hours. Rapid tests provide re-
sults within 15 minutes in many
cases, and are “highly accurate
in determining” when someone
infected with the virus is the
most contagious.

“DPH advises that a positive
COVID-19 rapid antigen does
not need to be confirmed with a
PCR test,” according to a release

from the state.

However, if a person with
COVID symptoms tests nega-
tive on a rapid antigen test, they
“should isolate and either repeat
an antigen test or get a PCR test
in 24-48 hours if they continue
to exhibit symptoms,” the state
said.

A negative test is not required
“after returning from COVID iso-
lation,” Baker said, and “DPH
does not advise employers, or
schools and childcare, to require
a test as a condition of returning
to work or school,” according to
the state. He said if employers
are asking employees to provide
a test, the state recommends not
requiring a PCR test.

Baker also stressed that “get-
ting vaccinated and boosted re-
mains your best possible protec-
tion from getting really sick.”

He also assured residents that
“the vaccines are safe and effec-
tive for adults and kids,” and
that more than 5.1 million Mas-
sachusetts residents are fully
vaccinated.

“If you haven’t gotten a vacci-
nation or a booster, please book
an appointment and get one
now,” Baker said, adding that
five “state-sponsored vaccine and

booster sites” have been opened
in recent weeks in Boston, Lynn,
and Taunton.

For more information about

Why have some communities not
been a part of medical research?

You can help researchers develop new and better
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of
research in the past. That means we know less about
their health. When you join the A/l of Us Research
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland

(617) 768-8300

Department of Health and Human Services.

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic
health records, answer health surveys, and have their
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.),
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S.

the public health advisory, test-
ing, and to book a vaccine or
booster appointment, visit mass.
gov/covid19.

Receive

$25

All-rUs

New England

BRIGHAM AND
WOMEN'S HOSPITAL

MASSACHUSETTS
\ /‘ GENERAL HOSPITAL

BTN
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SNOW SCENES IN JP

Snow fell on JP last Friday and many residents enjoyed their time
outside working and playing in the snow.

imi Sothebv’s Home is the Heart
Unllmlted ‘ INTERNATIONALRXLTY of Our Business

60 Weld Hill Street, Unit 2 - JP

Offered at $549,000 Offered at $375,000

3 Bed, 1 Bath, 950 Sq.Ft. 1Bed, 1 Bath, 864 Sq.Ft.

The Boston Home Team, Celdra M. Allen, 617.283.8375
617.249.4237

65 Cornwall Street, Unit 304 - JP
Offered at $425,000 @ SCAN ME
1Bed, 1 Bath, 821 Sq.Ft.

. . to see more exclusive listings
Trisha Solio, 617.293.8070

UNLIMITED SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY | 673 CENTRE STREET, JAMAICA PLAIN jprealestate.com

© MMXX Sotheby's International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sothebys Interational Realty Affiiates LLC fully supports the
principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. Sotheby's International Realty
2nd the Sotheby's International Realty logo are registered_service marks licensed to Sotheby's International Realty Afiiates LLC.
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SNOW SCENES IN JP

b \ (978) 514-2018 If you are on a waiting list for Grooming
We have some exciting news to share with you!!!
We want to welcome Gabriela to the Tails Family
: RAGHAELKULIK.COM as our Groomer

We have re-opened our grooming salon and have
plenty of available appointments! Gabriela has
plenty of experience coming from a local groom-
ing salon in West Roxbury & Jamaica Plain.

RACHAEL@RACHAELKULIK.COM

INSIGHT REALTY GROUP, INC.

Don’t wait and book an appointment
j now by calling (617) 942-7400

385 Centre St, Jamaica Plain

1429 CENTRE ST. (7] WEST ROXBURY, MA 02132
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FENWAY PARK

OPEN AGAIN AS
STATE-SPONSORED
VACCINATION CLINIC

Fenway Park is once again
the site of a mass vaccination
clinic, and has been open and
running since January 6 pro-
viding first and second doses of
the COVID-19 vaccine, as well
as booster shots, for all people
who are eligible to receive them.

According to the Red Sox, the
Fenway Park site is run by Cat-
aldo Ambulance and is able to
provide 1,3000 shots per day.

Appointments can be made at
vaxfinder.mass.gov, but the site
is also accepting walk-ins.

Those looking to come to Fen-
way Park for a vaccine are asked
to enter on Jersey St. at Gate
A, and translation services are
also available for those who need
them, the Red Sox said.

WINTER WEATHER
ADVISORY: CHECK CO
ALARMS AND KEEP
VENTS CLEAR OF
SNOW

With the season’s first signif-
icant snow, State Fire Marshal

Peter J. Ostroskey reminded
residents to test their carbon
monoxide (CO) alarms and keep
dryer, furnace, and other exhaust
vents clear of snow.

“Carbon monoxide is the
leading cause of fatal poisoning,
and home heating equipment
is the primary source of carbon
monoxide in the home,” State
Fire Marshal Ostroskey said.
“As part of your storm planning,
check your CO alarms to be sure
they’re working properly, and if
an alarm is more than five to
seven years old, replace it.”

Residents should also be sure
to keep outside vents clear of fall-
ing, drifting, or shoveled snow. In
January 2005, 7-year-old Nicole
Garofalo died when a heating
vent was blocked by snow drifts
outside, allowing carbon mon-
oxide to accumulate inside her
Plymouth home. This tragedy led
toNicole’s Law, which requires
CO alarms on every habitable
level of a Massachusetts resi-
dence.

“Fuel-fired heating applianc-
es like dryers, furnaces, boilers,
and fireplaces are all sources
of carbon monoxide,” State Fire

Marshal Ostroskey said. “If the
vent or flue is blocked, this poi-
sonous gas can reach deadly

News BRIEFs

levels inside the home. Know
where the vents on your home
are, be sure to clear them when
shoveling, and be careful not to
blow snow onto them if using a
snowblower.”

Massachusetts fire depart-
ments reported nearly 18,000
CO incidents in 2020, officials
said, and 92% were in residen-
tial settings. The poison gas can
cause headache, fatigue, dizzi-
ness, and/or nausea at lower con-
centrations and death at higher
concentrations. Exposure while
asleep is particularly dangerous.

“We can’t see, smell, or taste
carbon monoxide, but we can de-
tect it with working CO alarms,”
State Fire Marshal Ostroskey
said. “If your alarm sounds, get
outside and call 9-1-1.”

For more information on car-
bon monoxide and CO alarms,
visit the DFS website.

SHOVELING TODAY?
REMEMBER THE
MAILBOX

It takes more than a few flakes
to deter letter carriers from
making their appointed rounds
throughout New England. “But,
if they cannot reach your mail-

Boston Building
Resources

Co-op Ice Melt will help you keep walkways, steps, driveways,
and sidewalks clear of snow and ice without irritating pets’
paws or harming nearby plants or metal railings.

Our ice melt is a blend of urea (used to keep runways clear at
airports) and sand for traction to prevent slipping and sliding.
25 Ibs from $16.25; 40 Ibs. from $28.00.

Don't let the opportunity slip by! Stock up today.

617-442-2262

bostonbuildingresources.com

a consumer cooperative

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120
(near Roxbury Community College)

Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30 B Saturday 9:30-3:00

box, they cannot deliver your
mail,” said David Guiney, Post-
master of Boston.

“The Postal Service treats
safety and service with equal
priority,” Guiney said, “That’s
why we remind you to include
that mailbox in your snow re-
moval routine.”

Letter carriers are on the front
line of severe weather conditions.
Doorstep deliveries, painted
porches and steps quickly grow
hazardous. “While salting and
rubber-backed mats help, we rely
on you to clear the snow,” Guiney
said. “If there’s a warm spell,
and the melting snow puddles, a
quick freeze can make a sidewalk
slick again.”

Residents who receive deliv-
ery to roadside mailboxes also
must keep the approach to, and
exit from, the mailbox clear of
snow or any other obstacles, like
trash cans and other vehicles.
“The carrier needs to get in, and
then out, without leaving the ve-
hicle or backing up,” said Guin-
ey. “The area near the mailbox
should be cleared in a half-moon
shape to give the carrier full
visibility.”

“Please watch for slow-moving
postal vehicles, carriers on foot,
and children that play near mail-
boxes or snow banks,” he said.
“And don’t zip by neighbors who
are clearing mailboxes or collect-
ing their mail. Let’s all stay safe.”

The Postal Service receives
no tax dollars for operating ex-
penses and relies on the sale of
postage, products and services to
fund its operations.

MVES OFFERS
VIRTUAL HEALTHY
AGING WORKSHOP

JANUARY 24

Mystic Valley Elder Services
(MVES) will present a FREE
Virtual Healthy Aging workshop

1\'\\"5 s,MJ\OS & HE‘”?‘H‘,

EST. 2018

" 703 CENTRE STREET
~ JAMAICA PLAN -

8 Tes

CCARRUT FLOWER

series called My Life; My Health:
Healthy Eating for Successful
Living, offered on Mondays,
10:00 am to 12:00 pm from Jan-
uary 24 to March 7, 2022 (no
class February 21). Through-
out the series, you'll learn more
about how nutrition, physical
activity and lifestyle changes
can promote better health. This
virtual workshop series focuses
on heart- and bone-healthy nu-
trition strategies to help main-
tain or improve wellness and
prevent chronic disease devel-
opment or progression in older
adults. Healthy Eating uses the
USDA’s MyPlate as a framework.

Mystic Valley Elder Services
works with our neighbors in
Chelsea, Everett, Malden, Med-
ford, Melrose, North Reading,
Reading, Revere, Stoneham,
Wakefield, and Winthrop.

Learn how to connect virtually
thru a Zoom platform and take
the classes from the comfort of
your home. Class size is limited
so reserve your spot today. To
register, or if you have any ques-
tions about the program, contact
Donna Covelle at dcovelle@mves.
org or call 781-388-4867.

Celebrating 45 Years of help-
ing older adults keep their inde-
pendence, Mystic Valley Elder
Services is a non-profit agency
located in Malden, Mass., that
provides essential home- and
community-based care and re-
sources to older adults, adults
living with disabilities, and
caregivers who reside in Chel-
sea, Everett, Malden, Medford,
Melrose, North Reading, Read-
ing, Revere, Stoneham, Wake-
field and Winthrop, regardless
of their income level. Agency
services include coordination of
home care, transportation, Meals
on Wheels, and information and
referrals. For more information,
please call (781) 324-7705 or
visit www.mves.org.

Brendan Behan Pub
378A Centre Street
Jamaica Plain
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JPNC Zoning Committee approves proposed dormer at 20 Orchard St.

By LAUREN BENNETT

The Zoning Committee of the
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood
Council (JPNC) met virtually
on January 5, where owners of
20 Orchard St. proposed to add
a dormer to their third floor to
create a new master bathroom.

This project had previously
come before the Jamaica Pond
Association (JPA), which voted
to oppose the proposal because
of concerns from a few of the
abutters.

Erica Rice and her husband
Justin live at 20 Orchard St. with
their three children, and said
they love living in the neighbor-
hood. However, Erica said that
“the challenge is, we are five
people sharing one bathroom.”

The Rices are asking for a
master bathroom with a tub, a
separate shower, and a double
vanity which will be located in
the proposed dormer.

Architect Joseph Wood con-
firmed that there are two full
bathrooms in the house. but one
is in the basement. The Rices
would like to add a bathroom
on the third floor—where the
master bedroom is located—but
a variance is needed because of

an existing nonconforming side
yard setback.

Kevin Moloney, chair of the
JPA’s Zoning Committee, said
that “records indicate that there
are two and a half bathrooms
in the building,” and also men-
tioned a meeting that was held
with the Rices and the abutters
following the November 2021
meeting of the JPA when this
matter was first heard.

“Neither the Rices nor the
close-by neighbors indicated that
they were going to change their
position,” Moloney said.

Residents Suzie Albert and
Andy Pond said that they “had
a similar situation,” with their
own home and were “fortunate
enough to not have any oppo-
sition, but the same issue was
there” of an existing noncom-
pliance.

“From our perspective, it’s
been done in this neighborhood,”
Pond said. “We think these love-
ly people in our neighborhood
should be allowed to make their
choices about how they want to
live and how they want to raise
their family.”

Claire Barker, a neighbor who
lives at 32 Orchard St., also said
she is in support of the proposal

and of making the neighborhood
a place where people can raise
their families.

Peter Elmuts, a member of the
JPA and a resident at 21 Prince
St., said that he is a lifelong
resident of Jamaica Plain and
that his “house directly abuts 20
Orchard St. There are four direct
abutters who are directly affect-
ed and impacted by the proposed
additional master bathroom dor-
mer.” Elmuts is in opposition of
the proposal.

He said that these abutters
who are against the proposal
have “several important and
valid concerns,” and that “rec-
ommendations were offered,”
but “the owners of 20 Orchard
St. were unwilling to make any
changes.”

Elmuts said that the family
has two and a half bathrooms al-
ready, and the houses are already
close together.

“The proposed addition of a
dormer would decrease open air
space,” he said, as well as “light
and privacy,” and the “dormer
would look out of place.”

He continued, “as a direct
abutter along with the other
direct abutters, we would be
significantly impacted the most

Me2/Orchestra 10th anniversary concert set for Symphony Hall

By LAUREN BENNETT

After nearly two years of pan-
demic uncertainty, several local
residents are gearing up for their
upcoming performance with the
Me2/Orchestra at Symphony
Hall.

The Me2/Orchestra is a New
England orchestra “created for
musicians living with mental
illnesses and the people who
support them,” according to a
press release from the orchestra.

The upcoming concert on
January 23 celebrates the 10th
anniversary of Me/2, and is ti-
tled “Stigma-Free at Sympho-
ny Hall.” The orchestra invites
those with mental illnesses and
their allies to attend.

Me/2 was founded in 2011
by Ronald Braunstein, who has
bipolar disorder. According to
Me2/, his “rising career as a
world-class conductor was cut
short due to the stigma sur-
rounding his bipolar disorder
diagnoses,” but he has created

this group for musicians like him
who live with various mental
illnesses to come together in a
safe space.

There are multiple Me2/ en-
sembles in the New England
area, including Boston, Vermont,
New Hampshire, and Maine, as
well as a flute choir in Boston.
Each of these ensembles has
been rehearsing for the concert
and will come together on Janu-
ary 22 for a full rehearsal before
the concert on the 23rd.

According to Me2/s Executive
Director Caroline Whiddon, half
of the orchestra’s musicians have
a mental illness.

“From a social justice and in-
clusion standpoint, it’s powerful
for audience members to be free
of traditional expectations at a
classical music concert, and to
see people like themselves on
stage,” she said in a statement.

“We plan to make everyone
comfortable at this performance
by taking the pressure off the ex-
perience of attending a concert,”

she continued. “Our philosophy
is ‘come any way you can, ‘be
who you are; and ‘do what you
need to do while you're here.”

Cynthia Peng is a Back Bay
resident and a flute player in
the Me2/Orchestra. She moved
to Boston during the pandemic
in the summer of 2020, and said
she heard about the orchestra
from a colleague.

She told the Sun that it has
“been a blast,” since it’s been
a while since she’s played live
music. “It’s invigorating to get
involved with a group.”

Peng also said she appreciates
coming together to make music
with people from a variety of “dif-
ferent backgrounds and ages,”
as well as abilities. “It’s a very
warm and welcoming environ-
ment,” she said.

The repertoire for the up-
coming concert includes music
from classical composers like
Beethoven, Herctor Berlioz, and

Continued on page 10

because the proposed dormer
would be visible and seen by us
every day.”

Arlene Rothman, a resident
of 19 Prince St., was also in
opposition to the dormer.

But not all close neighbors
are opposed to the project.

Teddy Rice, who lives next
door to Justin and Erica, but is
not related, said that he is “sorry
there’s disagreement about the
issue at hand. With respect to
our position as abutters, we're
quite supportive of this project.”
He also said that “I view the
impacts as very marginal.”

Lee Goodman, a local devel-
oper who is on the JPNC Zoning
Committee, clarified the zoning
variance that’s at hand.

“What’s being triggered is a
nonconforming side yard,” he
said. “I think you're envision-
ing them increasing a setback
towards you at four and a half
feet,” in reference to Wood’s ear-
lier mention of the fact that
“we’re essentially four and a
half feet away from achieving
this proposed dormer.”

Goodman said that “that is
not what theyre proposing. It
just happens to be that they're
triggering an existing noncon-
forming side yard,” and the set-
back will not be affected by the
dormer. Goodman said he is in
support of the project.

Erica Rice said that “we have

met with the abutters on many
occasions; we're reached out to
them on many occasions. A lot
of people have tried to redesign
this project. This is the best
option.”

Wood said that at the meeting
between the abutters and the
Rices, “alternative designs” were
discussed, but it was decided
that this design was the best
one for the Rices. They had said
in previous meetings that they
could go with a smaller design,
but stood firm that the one being
proposed is the one that will
work best for their family.

In the Zoom chat, Sarah
Cherry Rice wrote, “To be clear,
as a point of fact—we are direct
abutters in support of this proj-
ect. Somehow it is being con-
veyed that the direct abutters
are in common opposition. That
is not the case.”

Dave Baron, the chair of the
JPNC Zoning Committee, said
“T want to support the JPA,
who took a position on this as
a neighborhood association of
volunteers as we are. On the oth-
er hand, I'm a little concerned
that the opposition seems to be
purely legalistic.” He said that
concerns he heard during the
meeting included “looking at it”
and “having to see it.”

Allin all, the committee voted
six to two with two abstentions
to approve the proposal.

Faye Simon Real Estate
Rentals & Sales

My Focus is on You!

Real Estate Broker
Tel: 617-524-0243

PRIDE

D.I

A
"XernoLo®

=

since 1969

Happy New Year!

We at Morrison’s would like to wish all of our

customers a very happy, healthy and prosperous
NEW 2022. Thank you for your business.

Morrison’s
Avuto-Rite

617-522-4444

MorrisonsAutoRite.com

Outstanding Service

475 Centre St
Jamaica Plain
on the
39 bus and
convenient
to the
Orange line.

Call for an

appointment
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Orchestra

Continued from page 9

Gioachino Rossini, as well as
more contemporary composers
like Milad Yousufi, among others.

“Everyone is very COVID safe
and aware,” Peng said of the mu-
sicians, who currently rehearse
at the VietAID in Dorchester.

“After having a weird intro-
duction to the city, it’s so nice to
be embraced and accepted and
vice versa; getting to embrace
and accept other people,” she
said, adding that it’s “so huge”
having the opportunity to per-
form at Symphony Hall.

Miles Wilcox, a Jamaica Plain
resident who plays the viola,
explained how the orchestra’s

rehearsals work.

“Every rehearsal starts with a
moment of mindfulness,” he said,
which includes group breathing
to “center ourselves and feel like
we're on the same wavelength.
We sort of recognize there are
people that are coming to us with
all different struggles all day.”

He also praised Braunstein’s
leadership qualities. “He knows
how to make people their best,”
Wilcox said.

“It’s really powerful to be able
to bring your whole self; that
you don’t have to hide any part
of yourself when you're in re-
hearsal. In the Me2/Orchestra, it
feels really safe,” and people are
“allowed to feel anxious.”

Sherry Grossman is also a
Jamaica Plain resident and plays
both the oboe and the English

horn, and also said the orchestra
is “very, very supportive.” She
said that there are no auditions
required to participate, which
removes “anxiety” about audi-
tioning that many people have.

“I think the concert’s import-
ant because we are working to-
wards mastering these pieces,”
she said. “To actually have the
concert happen and do it right,
we really are at a pinnacle of our
growth as a group. It’s been a bit
concerning about the surge with
omicron; we don’t know what’s
going to happen.”

Grossman said that in the
past, the orchestra has played
at various mental health centers,
a prison, various congregations,
and art museums. “There has
been a lot of support for mental
health causes,” she said.

She said that there are “Stig-
ma-Free Zone” posters hung up
at rehearsals, “and it just really
makes a difference in terms of
our mental health outlook and
working to support one another.”

She added that being a mem-
ber of this orchestra has been
“a very profoundly positive ex-
perience. It really has changed
my life.”

The January 23 concert is free
to all, but reservations are re-
quired and can be made at bso.
org/events/me2-orchestra.

To ensure an inclusive en-
vironment for all, Me2/ said in
their release that Symphony
Hall staff will help attendees
move around during the concert
“if staying seated becomes un-
comfortable for them,” and there
will also be designated quiet ar-

eas for people who need respite
from the concert.

Additionally, accessible seat-
ing as well as assistive listening
devices will be provided to those
who need them, and large print
and Braille programs will be
available as well. Symphony Hall
also permits service animals.

“We are a large collection of
musicians who range greatly in
age and ability,” music director
and conductor Ronald Braun-
stein said in a statement. “I can’t
wait to see what happens when
we converge at Symphony Hall
to play those first few notes. I
expect it will be electrifying for
us and for our audiences.”

For more information about
the Me2/Orchestra, visit me2mu-
sic.org.
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SNA discusses proposals at 3430 Washington St.; 15 Meehan St.

By LAUREN BENNETT

The Stonybrook Neighbor-
hood Association (SNA) met
virtually on January 10, where
members heard presentations
for two different projects: one at
3430 Washington St., and one at
15 Meehan St. Updates from sub-
committees were also provided.

3430 WASHINGTON ST—

STANLEY’S TOWING AND
ACME BODY & PAINT

The presentation heard for
3430 Washington St.—currently
the site for Stanley’s Towing and
Acme Body & Paint—was a very
preliminary one, as the project
team came with two conceptual
ideas looking for feedback from
neighbors.

Attorney Joe Hanley, along
with Jumbo Capital Manage-
ment and architect Dartagnan
Brown, were on hand to present
the proposal and address ques-
tions and concerns.

“We are here very early in
what may or may not be a pro-
cess to have some initial discus-
sions,” Hanley said, adding that
no plans have been filed with
the city.

Hanley said that the site is ap-
proximately 38,000 square feet,
and is located at the intersection
of Rockvale Circle and Washing-
ton St. Because of its location in
the local industrial subdistrict,
the site “has a certain level of
contamination,” he said, and “we
think there’s an opportunity for
a little bit of environmental jus-
tice; to help clean up that soil.”

One of the potential devel-
opment options is a mixed-use
storage facility, and the other is
a mixed-use residential build-
ing, which was focused on more

heavily and seemed to be favored
by residents over the storage
facility.

For the residential idea, “this
option is looking to put up a
six-story residential building
that comprises 61 one beds, 32
two beds, and eight three bed
units,” Brown said, for a total of
108 units.

There would be 57 parking
spaces, and there was also brief
discussion of material prece-
dents in the area, which include
brown brick, metal paneling and
screening, as well as grey brick,
but there have been no choices
made in terms of materials yet.

There was also discussion of
some of the goals of the resi-
dential building with regards to
sustainability, as well as discus-
sion of compliance with PLAN:
JP/Rox.

“Personally, I heavily prefer
the housing option,” said SNA
Steering Committee member
Paige Sparks. She said that
having more housing is “in line
with PLAN: JP/Rox and the vi-
sion there.” She asked the team,
“When do you plan to take a
deeper look at affordability?”

Hanley responded by saying,
“It’s tricky, because we need to
understand what the building
program is. We'd like to dive into
that early on.” He said that there
are other things that need to
happen before, such as “studying
the corner; the scale.”

Steering Committee member
Jonathan McCurdy agreed with
Sparks, saying he is “personally
not a huge fan of the self storage
building. We have a number of
them in the neighborhood al-
ready. Adding new neighbors is
a plus—neighbors who would

be living there, not just storing
things there.”

SNA member Jennifer
Uhrhane added that “PLAN: JP/
Rox discourages adding storage
facilities to this area. We've got
three storage units within less
than two miles form this parcel,
plus one being proposed on St-
edman St. I don’t think we need
any more of those.”

Uhrhane also said that if the
team does move forward with
this proposal, she would like
to see “illustrations that really
show how this will look in con-
text with everything that’s al-
ready been approved or is being
proposed.”

She also talked about open
space, saying that “we’re losing
tons of trees, and we're not really
gaining back any green spaces.”

Hanley said that there are
“ways” to look at open space
and trees “with having different
variations of scale and less lot
coverage,” and are open to look-
ing at it further.

Since this is a very early pre-
sentation, no further action was
taken at this point.

15 MEEHAN ST.

Attorney Ryan Spitz present-
ed on behalf of the proposed
project at 15 Meehan St., which
is to increase the living space as
well as add extensions for the
egress porches in the back. The
units will be for home ownership.

Spitz said that zoning viola-
tions include “conformity with
the extension of the building
alignment,” which will “most
likely be removed,” as well as
side and rear yard insufficien-
cies. These are pre existing vio-
lations, and this project will be
“neither increasing or decreasing

these.” The project has also been
cited for insufficient Floor Area
Ratio.

Architect Andrea Brue said
that “we’re maintaining the foot-
print of the building for the most
part,” and there will be a front
porch with entrances to units one
and two, as well as a rear deck for
the first floor unit. Additionally,
there will be a spiral staircase
for the second floor “as a second
means of egress,” she said.

The team will be “maintain-
ing the foundations” as well as
the “exterior envelope” of the
building. She said that the ceil-
ing heights for Unit One will
average about nine feet, and the
floor for the lower level will be
lowered about 30 inches to create
a code-compliant height.

The materials proposed are
“fiber cement cladding with fiber
cement panel and fiber cement
casings,” she said, as well as a
“two-toned” facade with “possi-
bly a bluish color on the bottom
and a lighter color on top,” Brue
said. There will also be painted
railings that will be made of
either wood or metal.

A Mayor’s Office of Neighbor-
hood Services-sponsored abut-
ters meeting was held on Janu-
ary 5, where the team said they
garnered some feedback that will
continue to be worked out.

Jenny Nathans, an abutter,
said that “I did notice that it does
cause a lot of shadows where
we don’t have them now,” which
she said is “not particularly wel-
come.”

When wrapping up, the team
said that they will be “continuing
conversations about design.”
SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES

A few of the SNA’s subcom-

mittees on various projects had
some updates. For the mural
proposed as part of the formerly
Flanagan & Seaton site, Jenni-
fer Uhrhane reported that final
numbers for cost to paint the
mural have been received, and
she said about $1400 more needs
to be raised.

For the Southwest Corridor
Expansion proposal, which in-
cludes the potential creation of
a dog park in the space between
the Orange Line tracks and the
Extra Space Storage building
on McBride St. Paige Sparks
reported that another meeting
has been set for January 19 at
7pm, and said that at the last
meeting, the group “discussed
the land ownership issues with
MassDOT and DCR.”

The Doyle’s project, which
includes the new restaurant, a
market, and 29 units of housing,
is set to come before the Zon-
ing Board of Appeal on January
18, and Sparks said that the
SNA has submitted its letter of
non-opposition to the board.

For 75 Stedman St., project
proponents came before the SNA
with a proposal for a storage
unit in May of last year, but
the SNA had several concerns
about the inclusion of another
self- storage facility in the area.
Jonathan McCrudy said at the
January meeting that the propo-
nents are “moving forward with
the self-storage [proposal] and
the subcommittee is requesting
a meeting with them for discus-
sion. The neighborhood is not
that happy about self storage,
also, it doesn’t match PLAN: JP/
Rox.”

ABCD urges residents to apply for fuel aid now as bitter winter weather, COVID surge, hit New England

Action for Boston Communi-
ty Development announces that
households at or below the feder-
al poverty level can now receive
$1,650 in fuel assistance, while
those with slightly higher in-
comes receive increased benefits
on a sliding scale.

Due to the huge spike in
energy costs and the ongoing
economic crisis battering our
most vulnerable households,
benefits from the federal Low
Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP) have been
increased. Last year the high-
est fuel assistance benefit was
$1,210.

“We are thankful for this in-
crease and look forward to the
allocation soon of the significant
funds committed by President
Biden to get everyone safely
through the winter and reduce
the number of utility shut-offs
in April,” said ABCD President/
CEO John J. Drew.

Drew calls on residents in
need to Apply For Assistance
As Soon As Possible. Boston-ar-
ea residents can apply by call-
ing ABCD Fuel Assistance
at 617-357-6012. Those living
in the Mystic Valley region can
call 781-322-6284. Help with ap-
plications is also available at all

ABCD neighborhood centers. A
new online system for first-time
fuel assistance applicants can
be accessed at toapply.org/Mass-
LIHEAP. Go to bostonabed.org/
heat for detailed information, in-
cluding a listing of neighborhood
centers with contact information.

The 2022 federal poverty level
for a family of four is $26,500 in
earnings annually or $12,880 for
a single person. To keep strug-
gling families and elders from
falling through the cracks, help
with fuel costs is also available
to those slightly above poverty
level. For example, a family of
four earning $78,751 or a single

person with an income of $40,951
may currently qualify for $989 in
fuel assistance.

Home heating oil in Massa-
chusetts is currently at $3.43 a
gallon and up, almost twice the
cost last year. It costs about $800
to fill a tank, and that can run
out in a matter of weeks in bitter
New England weather. Vulnera-
ble elders and others who cannot
afford to keep their thermostats
at a comfortable level put them-
selves at risk of getting sick — or
worse.

Qualifying for fuel assistance
opens the door to a comprehen-
sive range of no-cost energy ser-

vices to keep families warm, safe
and healthy including repair and
replacement of heating systems,
energy-efficient appliances, util-
ity discounts, weatherization,
programs to improve energy
conservation, and much more.

ABCD also offers more than
70 programs to meet basic needs
and to equip individuals with
the knowledge and resources to
pursue their goals and achieve fi-
nancial stability. For information
about and referrals to all ABCD
programs and services, contact
abedconnect@bostonabed.org or
617.348.6329.
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JP Historical Society busy with upcoming events

By LAUREN BENNETT

As the winter weather con-
tinues to intensify, the Jamaica
Plain Historical Society (JPHS)
is preparing for some upcoming
virtual events, as well as con-
tinuing its regular work as an
all-volunteer organization.

The Gazette spoke with the
historical society’s president
Gretchen Grozier to learn more
about what the organization has
been up to.

On Sunday, January 23, an
event called “The Industrial
History of Green Street” will be
held via Zoom from 2-3:30pm.
Michael Reiskind will give a
talk about “the section of Green
Street that lays between Amo-
ry and Washington Street with
its wonderful examples of large
brick buildings,” according to the
event description on the JPHS
website. Grozier said this event
will provide “a little bit of hyper-

local history.”

On Sunday, February 27 from
2-3:30pm, a talk about sculptor
Evelyn Longman will be given
by Dana Pilson, Curatorial Re-
searcher at Chesterwood. Ac-
cording to the event description,
“Evelyn was the only female stu-
dent and assistant in the studio
of Daniel Chester French. This
talk will highlight the many in-
tersections and cross-currents
between their works, including
the exquisite Slocum Memorial
in Forest Hills Cemetery.” This
talk will also be online, and the
registration link is available on
the JPHS website.

On Saturday, April 2, from 12-
1:30pm, there will be a Book Talk
with author Wayne M. Miller,
who penned Burn Boston Burn
about 264 buildings that were
intentionally set ablaze in the
1980s, according to the event
description. For this event, there
will be limited in-person seating

as well as an option to participate
via Zoom, but that is subject to
change with the status of the
pandemic. The event will take
place in conjunction with the
Connolly Branch of the Boston
Public Library.

Not yet listed on the JPHC
website is an event tentatively
scheduled for March 19 on “re-
searching the history of your
house,” Groizer said. “This is a
topic that comes up a lot.”

She said that while the JPHC
does have an online guide on its
website walking people through
how to do this, she said that a
workshop is being created in re-
sponse to several inquiries from
residents.

The pandemic has shifted who
can participate in a lot of JPHC’s
events, as Grozier mentioned
that many people who grew up
in Jamaica Plain but have since
moved elsewhere can still attend
virtually.

“We can record it, we can put
it up on the website,” Grozier
said, so more people can learn
about different topics even if they
weren’t able to originally attend.

In mid-May, the JPHS is plan-
ning on starting up its regular
annual walking tour season,
Grozer said, and are also “con-
stantly adding to the website”
when people reach out with new
photos or new information they’d
like to share with others.

She said that the organization
is also “sort of contingently work-
ing with the Roslindale Histori-
cal Society” on a blog focused on
Mount Hope Cemetery. The blog
will feature posts about things
like famous people who are bur-
ied there, different monuments,
and information about what it’s
like to run a cemetery.

“That hopefully will be coming
together,” she said.

Additionally, the JPHS has
created a calendar for its mem-
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bers this year, and sold extras
on the website. Grozier said that
some residents expressed inter-
est in having other merchan-
dise—T-shirts, mugs, etc.— with
photos on it similar to the ones
used in the calendar.

This year is also the 35th
anniversary of the founding of
the JPHS, as well as the 25th
anniversary of the website, and
Grozier said they are still dis-
cussing how they will celebrate
this milestone. It’s possible that
a cake will be available at one of
the walking tours, but nothing
has been made official yet.

In the meantime, Grozier
asked that residents check out
the JPHS website, which can be
found at jphs.org, to find a “trea-
sure trove of items,” including
photos, articles, yearbooks, and
maps, and said it’s the perfect
activity for passing time during
a cold winter day.
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This Month in JP History

The following are the Gazette’s
top headlines from this month in
Jamaica Plain history:

2013

“Martha Eliot Health Center
to cut service to adults”

The Martha Eliot Health
Center (MEHC) at 75 Bickford
St., which is run by Boston
Children’s Hospital (BCH), an-
nounced it would no longer care
for adult patients in a letter to
BCH’s staff, associated person-
nel and volunteers.

The change affected about
5,000 adult patients, according
to Dr. Shari Nethersole, MEHC’s
acting medical director. trans-
ferred the care of adult patients
to other facilities in what was a
months-long process that started
immediately.

The focus on young patients
is part of BCH changing its clin-
ical services on “what it does
best,” Nethersole said at the
time. There are about 4,000 child
and teen patients at MEHC, she
said.

“After much deliberation, we
have decided that we must fo-
cus Boston Children’s expertise
and resources solely on provid-
ing patient care and developing
community health and outreach
programs for those we know
best—the children and adoles-
cents of the community,” said the
letter from BCH Chief Executive
Officer James Mandell and BCH
Chief Operating Officer Sandra
Fenwick.

The move drew criticism from
the Bromley-Heath housing de-
velopment, which is next door to
the health center.

“Of course, I'm very, very
upset,” said Mildred Hailey at
the time. Hailey was the former
executive director and founder of
Bromley-Heath Tenant Manage-
ment Corporation (TMC), which
ran the Bromley-Heath for 40
years before the Boston Housing
Authority (BHA) took over last
spring.

2008

“Arborway transit process
misses deadline”

The state Executive Office
of Transportation (EOT) missed
a deadline to complete a series
of community meetings about
public transit improvements in
the Arborway corridor current-
ly served by the Route 39 bus,
in apparent violation of a 2006
lawsuit settlement.

“There will be a meeting
on this in February,” said EOT
spokesperson Adam Hurtubise
at the time, adding that more
information will be forthcoming.

The settlement agreement is
between EOT and the Conser-
vation Law Foundation (CLF),
an environmental non-profit or-
ganization. CLF previously said
it would consider resuming its
lawsuit if the meetings do not
occur. CLF staff attorney Carrie
Russell sent the EOT a letter
on Nov. 16 reminding it of the
approaching deadline.

EOT oversees the MBTA,
which in 1985 “temporarily” sus-
pended Arborway trolley service
and replaced it with the 39 bus.
Trolley restoration was one of
several transit projects EOT was
required to complete as mitiga-
tions for the Big Dig under a
previous CLF lawsuit.

The state and the MBTA have

attempted to get out of doing
the restoration several times,
but have repeatedly been or-
dered by environmental officials
to complete it. Meanwhile, JP
has become divided on the issue,
and 39 bus ridership had fallen
significantly at the time.

2003

“Airplane noise a nuisance to
residents”

JP residents showed up at
Agassiz School on Jan. 14 out of
frustration with repetitive air-
plane noise from Runway 27 that
they said begins as early as 5:30
a.m. and extends late into the
evening.

Resident Martha Merson said
at the time she is woken up reg-
ularly by a flight at 3 a.m.

Another resident said she re-
cently bought a new home at the
edge of Franklin Park. She said
she expected peace and quiet,
but what she got was the exhaust
noise of one plane after another.
“Itotally thought I was losing my
mind,” she said.

Runway 27 is one of four run-
ways currently in use at Logan
Airport. According to Massport
officials at the time, the runway
is used when the wind comes out
of the west so that planes may
take off into the wind. This leads

Continued on page 14

The recent snow givesThe Loring Greenough House a winter
postcard look. Built in 1760, the House is a center for social,

cultural, historical, and educational activities.

The Civil War Monument in Monument Square, rests under

a blanket of snow that fell last Friday.
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The Cooperative Bank announces two new Board members

The Cooperative Bank (TCB)
has announced that its Board of
Directors has appointed Clayton
D. Samuels and Heather B. Jen-
kins, to the Board of Directors.
“Both Clayton and Heather’s
wealth of knowledge and lead-
ership will afford TCB the op-
portunity for continued success
in the years ahead,” said John
Battaglia, President and CEO of
TCB. “We've been looking to fill
two open board seats and I am
extremely confident that TCB’s
Board of Directors has chosen
outstanding individuals for these
openings,” continued Battaglia.

Clayton D. Samuels, of Hyde
Park, has a Master’s Degree of
Science in Finance and an un-
dergraduate degree from Boston
College. He is the CFO of Men-
torWorks Education Capital. He
is also a Principal and Founder

Heather B. Jenkins.

of Greycliff Capital Advisors.
Mr. Samuels has extensive ex-
perience in finance, accounting,
and strategic planning. With 15
years of experience in private eq-
uity direct investment and M&A
focused corporate development,
Clayton Samuels has led the deal
process to originate, evaluate
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and structure leveraged buyouts,
growth equity and recapitaliza-
tion transactions of middle mar-
ket companies within financial
services, life sciences, software
technology and business services
sectors.

Heather B. Jenkins, resident
of Charlestown, is a Managing
Partner at Anova Consulting
Group. Anova is a specialized
market research consulting firm
focused on providing B2B com-
panies with insights that drive
more effective sales and client
retention efforts. She leads the
firm’s client-facing Engagement
Management team and is a key
member of Anova’s global Fi-
nancial Services practice. In
addition to her time at Anova,
Heather previously worked as
the Director of Client Services
at Chatham Partners, having

spent the early part of her career
at Sun Life Financial. She holds
a Bachelor of Arts from Colby
College, where she graduated
with honors. She is an active
volunteer with several non-profit
organizations, including a com-
munity preschool that she helped
to get started in Charlestown.

“We are very pleased to have
Heather and Clayton join the
TCB Board,” said TCB Chairman
of the Board, Phil O’Connor. “The
connections they have to their
communities, along with their
skills and strategic approach will
prove invaluable to TCB as we
continue to grow and position
ourselves as a leading commu-
nity bank in 2022.”

Founded in 1898, The Cooper-
ative Bank (TCB) is a full-service
community bank committed to
meeting the financial needs of

individuals, families, and small
businesses. Offering up-to-date
products, competitive interest
rates and the highest quality
personalized service. TCB has
assets totaling just under $500
million and provides banking
services to over 8,400 customers.
With cutting-edge personal and
business banking services, TCB
aims to serve and be Boston’s
Neighborhood Bank. Specializ-
ing in residential & commercial
real estate and business lend-
ing throughout Massachusetts,
TCB has branches in Roslin-
dale, West Roxbury, Charlestown
and Jamaica Plain. For more
information on The Cooperative
Bank, please stop by at one of
our branches, visit www.theco-
operativebank.com, or call 617-
329-2900.

History

Continued from page 13

to flights over eastern Jamaica
Plain.

The flight path crosses Bos-
ton Harbor then turns southeast
at the World Trade Center to fly
over the Southeast Expressway,
Franklin Park, and Forest Hills
and Mount Hope cemeteries. The
path came after a 1987 lawsuit
by a group of Jamaica Plain,
South End and Brookline res-
idents called the “Runway 27
Coalition” that mandated an En-
vironmental Impact Statement
(EIS). The coalition wanted to
disperse the traffic over a broad-
er area, but the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) claimed
that was too difficult to do. Using
demographic information from
the EIS, the FAA chose a flight
path that would affect the least
number of people. It was put into
effect in August, 1996.

1998
“Residents take control”
Residents of Stony Brook
Gardens Cooperative gained con-
trol of the housing development.

The cooperative was estab-
lished five years ago by Urban
Edge, a Jamaica Plain-based
nonprofit that develops afford-
able housing. Urban Edge signed
over the control on Dec. 13 as the
cooperative finished self-man-
agement training.

They underwent various
kinds of training, such as “how
to make a policy, how to under-
stand financial management,”
and maintenance, said Fran
Price of Urban Edge at the time.

The city, state, and federal
government and the private sec-
tor funded through Metropoli-
tan Boston Housing Partnership,
Inc. over $6 million to build the
50-unit town house compound lo-
cated between Chestnut Avenue
and Mozart, Lamartine and Roy
streets.

Cooperative president Da-
vid A. Johnson and a board of
directors was expected to run
cooperative in consultation with
Urban Edge and follow the fed-
eral guidelines for the next 40
years.

1993

“Policing, neighborhood style

Suggestions made by resi-
dents”

JP residents met on both
sides of town to discuss commu-
nity safety and police involve-
ment. On the northeast side, in
the wake of gang related violence
at the Stony Brook T station, the
Hyde Square Task Force met
to discuss crime on the Orange
Line. Over on Green Street more
than 20 JP residents came to-
gether to discuss long-term plans
for community safety.

Crime decreases and safety
increases when citizens are in-
volved in the safety procedures
of their own community, said
members of the Jamaica Plain
Neighborhood Council’s Neigh-
borhood Policing Task Force at
its first meeting on January 20.

To get more people involved
in neighborhood policing, and to
generate more ideas about what
neighborhood policing means,
Jamaica Plain residents were
invited to discuss ways of moving
beyond the perceived anonymous
relationship police and commu-
nity maintain, and develop a list
of suggestions to share with the
Boston Police Department and
the rest of the community as they
develop neighborhood policing
strategies.

PILEASE WRITE...

The Gazette welcomes letters to the editor. Word limit: 500. Dead-

line: Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publication.
Letters may be emailed to letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. Please include address and
telephone number for verification purposes. Anonymous let-
ters will not be published. More information: 617-524-2626
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HOME SERVICE GUIDE

PAINTING

JP

CARPENTRY

617-852-7409 JP resident

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

ROOF REPAIR

A

ROOF REPAIRS

Guttersa Roofing a Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

4%y earthen
"' ! stoneworks

q. Design and Construction

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works

Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

LICENSED, INSURED W

IN COMM OF MASS
Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities
DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND
CPTED PRACTITIONER WITH A GREENER

: ! APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT
ﬁ 781-727-3694

ROOF REPAIR

ROOF LEAKING?

* Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 + Ice & Snow Removal
Asphault Shingles * Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds
» Gutters - Downspouts * Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Senior & Vets Family owneq g
20°/o (617) 888-8058 g PETEEL
Discount years in busingss

Licenced Free Estimates Insured

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small

(617) 361-6532

Member Better Business Bureau

Free estimates

Licensed & Insured
Mass lic # 9290

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

| PLUMBING N LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

ALENTIN
Call for
LANDSCAPING & Esti t
W/CONSTRUCTION, INc.  '=StImAtes
* Landscape maintenance
* Hydroseeding * Fence installation
+ Seed * Sod *Paving
+ Tree service
Hissado AN 17.590-2510
et o FULLY INSURED

& BONDED

PAINTING & CARPENTRY LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION WOODWORKING CLASSES

. Woodworking
class

No experience needed

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

Michael

Keohane

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

SULA\VALLEY

Additions  kitchens bathrooms
New construction - General remodeling

617-981-9456

60 Amory St, Boston, MA 02119 info@sulavalley.com
Res. Comm. Insured Licenses: HIC 185545 CS-113672

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years
~ . experience. Honest & affordable. No job
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS!
Ask about our
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.
Cynthia “Kare” Shephard
617-930-0582(ceny) * karespainting@aol.com

"

HANDYMAN

7 ACE HANDYMAN

 Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,
2. carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painfing, & odd jobs.
Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.

Call Phil at 857-312-0543

Thomas Murray Home Improvement

Carpentry « Painting + General Home Repairs
Remodeling

( Interior & Exterior )

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Licensed Contractor
(lic #CS 088319)

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
A GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT
T0 G.L. c. 1908,
§5:304
Docket No.
SU21P2616GD
In the matter of:
David Simpson
0f: Jamaica Plain,
MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated
Person
To the named Respondent and
all other interested persons, a
pefition has been filed by Mass
Department of Mental Health of
Westhorough, MA in the above
captioned matter alleging that
David Simpson is in need of a
Guardian and requesting that (or
some other person) be appointed
as Guardian fo serve Without
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court fo
determine that the Respondent is
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary,
and that the proposed Guardian is
appropriate. The petition is on file
with this court and may contain
a request for certain specific
authority.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so,
you or your attorney must file a
written appearance at this court
on or before 10:00 A.M. on the
return date of 01/13/2022. This
day is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline date by which you have
to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you
fail to file the written appearance
by the return date, action may
be taken in this matter without

oy

w

further nofice to you. In addition
o filing the written appearance,
you or your atforney must file

a written affidavit stafing the
specific facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days after the
refurn date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take
away the above-named person’s
right to make decisions about per-
sonal affairs or financial affairs
or both. The above-named person
has the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request on
hehalf of the above-named per-
son. If the above-named person
cannot afford a lawyer, one may
be appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: December 15, 2021

Felix D. Arroyo,

Register of Probate

1/14/12
P

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
A GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT
T0G.L. c. 1908,
§5-304
Docket No.
SU21P2617GD
In the matter of:
Walter Fallas
0f: Jamaica Plain,
MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated
Person
To the named Respondent and
all other interested persons, a
petition has been filed by Beth
Israel Deaconess Medical Center

of Boston, MA in the above cap-
tioned matter alleging that Walter
Fallas is in need of a Guardian
and requesting that Alvaro Fallas
of Needham, MA (or some other
person) be appointed as Guardian
to serve Without Surety on the
hond.

The petition asks the court to
determine that the Respondent is
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary,
and that the proposed Guardian is
appropriate. The petition is on file
with this court and may contain

a request for certain specific
authority.

You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so,
you or your attorney must file a
written appearance at this court
on or before 10:00 A.M. on the
return date of 01/13/2022. This
day is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline date by which you have
o file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you
fail to file the written appearance
by the return date, action may

be taken in this matter without
further notice to you. In addition
to filing the written appearance,
you or your atforney must file

a written affidavit stating the
specific facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days after the
refurn date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take
away the above-named person’s
right to make decisions about per-
sonal affairs or financial affairs
or hoth. The above-named person
has the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request on
behalf of the above-named per-
son. If the above-named person
cannot afford a lawyer, one may
be appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: December 15, 2021

Felix D. Arroyo,

Register of Probate

1/14/22
P

For YOuRr
HEALT H

MIND & BODY

FITNESS TRAINING

PRIVATE 25 & 40-MINUTE FITNESS SESSIONS
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES

NO CONTRACTS

WikipFiT PERSONAL TRAINING

2 Porter St, JP Info@WikidFit.com 617-620-8155

3

Imani ~ a relaxation place

Christine Rose, LMT
Trained in Lymphatic Drainage, Deep Tissue/Sports and Swedish Massage
3464 Washington Street JP.
www.imanimassage.com * 617.821.2875!

LOCAL STUDENT EARNSACADEMIC HONORS

AGGARWAL
GRADUATES FROM
UNIVERSITY OF THE

CUMBERLANDS

University of the Cumber-
lands is proud to congratulate
Apar Aggarwal of Jamaica Plain,
on completing their Master of
Science in Strategic Manage-
ment. The university wishes
Apar all the best in their future
endeavors. Well done, Patriot!

University of the Cumber-
lands is one of the largest and
most affordable private uni-
versities in Kentucky. Locat-
ed in Williamsburg, Kentucky,
Cumberlands is an institution
of regional distinction offering
quality undergraduate, gradu-
ate, doctoral, and online degree
programs. Learn more at ucum-
berlands.edu.

LOCAL STUDENTS
NAMED TO

DEAN’S LIST
The following local students

were named to the Dean’s List at
Stonehill College. To qualify for
the Dean’s List, students must
have a semester grade point av-
erage of 3.50 or better and must
have completed successfully all
courses for which they were reg-
istered.

Emily German of Jamaica
Plain

Ava Harris of Jamaica Plain

Stonehill College, a Catholic

institution of higher learning,
was founded by the Congregation
of Holy Cross in 1948. Located on
the beautiful 384-acre campus
and former estate of Frederick
Lothrop Ames in North Easton,
Massachusetts, it is a communi-
ty of scholarship and faith, an-
chored by a beliefin the inherent
dignity of each person.

Through more than 100 ac-
ademic programs in the liber-
al arts, sciences, business and
pre-professional field, Stonehill
College provides an education of
the highest caliber that fosters
critical thinking, free inquiry
and the interchange of ideas for
over 2,500 students.

Stonehill College educates
the whole person so that each
Stonehill graduate thinks, acts
and leads with courage toward
the creation of a more just and
compassionate world.

SAINT FORT
GRADUATES FROM
MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE

Roosemide Saint Fort of Ja-
maica Plain, MA graduated from
Mississippi College in recent
commencement exercises. Saint
Fort earned a Master of Science
in Biology Medical Sciences.

Mississippi College honored
the graduates of both summer
and fall semesters in three cam-
pus ceremonies on Friday, Dec.
17. Dr. Blake Thompson, MC
president, welcomed the gradu-

ates and gave opening remarks,
while Dr. Tommy Leavelle, re-
tired professor in the Depart-
ment of Mathematics at MC
and the 2020-21 Distinguished
Professor of the Year, gave the
Commencement Address.
Thompson reiterated MC’s
theme, “Rise Up,” for the 2021-
22 Academic Year, inviting the
MC Family to make this a year
built on the “good work” God calls
us all to do. The encouragement
taken from Nehemiah 2:18 illus-
trates that, although situations
can change at a moment’s notice,
God will strengthen our hands.
Mississippi College, affiliat-
ed with the Mississippi Baptist
Convention, is a private, co-ed-
ucational, Christian university
of liberal arts and sciences serv-
ing more than 4,100 students
from approximately 35 states
and more then three dozen coun-
tries. Founded in 1826, MC is
the oldest institution of higher
learning in Mississippi, one of
the largest private universities
in the state, and America’s sec-
ond-oldest Baptist college. MC
offers 84 areas of undergraduate
study, 45 degree programs in
graduate studies, more than 10
certificate programs, two educa-
tional doctoral degrees, a doctor
of jurisprudence, and a doctor
of professional counseling. MC
seeks to be a university recog-
nized for academic excellence
and commitment to the cause

of Christ.

JP BAPA Holiday Decorations Contest Winners

The Jamaica Plain Business
& Professional Association had a
Business District Holiday Deco-
rations Contest during the 2021
holiday season. The judging was
done by three judges on Satur-
day, December 11. 42 businesses
in the Centre and South street
district were seen to have deco-
rations and were awarded points
in three categories: most artistic,
most festive, and most inviting to
customers. The points for each
business were added - and the

winners are:

$50.00 winner for first prize
- On Centre (676 Centre Street)

$30.00 winner for second
prize - Boomerangs (716 Centre
Street)

$20.00 winners -

Blue Frog Bakery (3 Green
Street)

Ferris Wheels Bike Shop (66
South Street)

McCormack & Scanlan Real
Estate (68 South Street)

Susanna (683 Centre Street)

The Byte Shop (48 South
Street)

Polkadog Bakery (44 South
Street)

Ace Hardware City (656 Cen-
tre Street)

40 South (40 South Street)

Boing! Toy Shop (667 Centre
Street)

New Leaf - Flores (601 Centre
Street)

FOCUS Real Estate (34 South
Street)

ADVERTISE IN THE GAZETTE

For RaTES AND INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 617-524-7662
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Cold weather advisory; practice home heating safety during cold snap

With bitter cold tempera-
tures heading our way, State
Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey
is reminding residents to “Keep
Warm, Keep Safe” and avoid fire
and carbon monoxide hazards
while heating their homes this
week.

“Smoke and carbon monox-
ide alarms are your first line
of defense,” State Fire Marshal
Ostroskey said. “They should be
installed on every floor of the
residence and tested monthly to
be sure they’re working properly.
If an alarm is ‘chirping’ due to
low batteries, replace the bat-
teries right away — don’t disable
the alarm. If the alarm is more
than 10 years old, it’s time to
replace it.”

Space Heaters

“It’s important to keep space
heaters at least three feet from

curtains, bedding, and anything
else that can burn,” State Fire
Marshal Ostroskey said. “Plug
them directly into a wall socket,
not an extension cord or a power
strip, and remember that they’re
for temporary use. Always turn a
space heater off when you leave
the room or go to sleep.”

When purchasing a space
heater, select one that’s been
tested and labeled by a nation-
ally recognized testing company,
such as Underwriters Laborato-
ries (UL). Newer space heaters
should have an automatic shut-
off switch that turns the device
off if it tips over. Unvented kero-
sene space heaters are illegal for
sale and use in Massachusetts,
officials said: the risk of fire and
carbon monoxide poisoning that
they pose is too great.

Fireplaces, Woodstoves, and

Pellet Stoves

Fireplaces, woodstoves, and
pellet stoves should also be used
safely. Open the dampener before
lighting a fire; use only dry, sea-
soned wood; don’t use flamma-
ble liquids to start the fire; and
keep a three-foot “circle of safety”
around the fireplace or stove free
of anything that can burn. Shov-
el ashes from the stove or fire-
place into a metal bucket with a
metal lid and place it outside on
the ground away from the build-
ing. Officials recommend having
the chimney inspected and flue
cleaned at the beginning of the
heating season: most chimney
fires occur because of a build-up
of creosote, a tarry byproduct of
burning wood.

Natural Gas and Oil Heat

If you have a furnace, water
heater, or oil burner with a pilot

light, keep the three-foot “circle
of safety” clear of anything that
could catch fire, and don’t store
gasoline, painting supplies, or
other flammable solvents in the
home: their vapors can be ignited
by a pilot light. These heating
systems should be checked each
year, as well. If you smell gas,
don’t use any electrical switches
or devices: get out, stay out, and
call 9-1-1 right away.

Carbon Monoxide (CO) Re-
minder

“Carbon monoxide is the #1
cause of fatal poisonings, and
home heating equipment is the
leading source of carbon mon-
oxide in the home,” State Fire
Marshal Ostroskey said. “We
can’t see, smell, or taste carbon
monoxide, but CO alarms can
alert you to the danger. If your
CO alarm activates, leave the

residence and call 9-1-1.

Create and Practice a Home
Escape Plan

Everyone should have a home
escape plan that accounts for
two ways out of every room, and
everyone should be able to open
the doors and windows along the
way. Remember that children,
older adults, and people with
disabilities may need extra as-
sistance.

More Home Heating Safety
Tips

The Department of Fire Ser-
vices offers a wealth of home
heating safety information, in-
cluding the “Keep Warm, Keep
Safe” tool kit for local fire depart-
ments and care providers, on the
DFS web site.

Baker-Polito administration launches tool for residents to access COVID-19 digital vaccine card

The Baker-Polito Administra-
tion has announced a tool that
gives residents a new way to
access their COVID-19 digital
vaccine card and vaccination
history. The new tool, called My
Vax Records, allows people who
received their vaccination in
Massachusetts to access their
own vaccination history and gen-
erate a COVID-19 digital vaccine
card, which would contain simi-
lar vaccination information to a
paper CDC card. The COVID-19
digital vaccine cards produced
by the system utilize the SMART
Health Card platform and gen-
erate a QR code that can be
used to verify vaccination. The
Administration is not requiring
residents to show proof of vacci-
nation to enter any venue, but
this tool will help residents who
would like to access and produce
a digital copy of their record.

Access the new tool at MyVax-
Records.Mass.Gov.

How It Works: The new tool is
easy to use: a person enters their
name, date of birth, and mobile
phone number or email associ-
ated with their vaccine record.
After creating a 4-digit PIN, the
user receives a link to their vac-
cine record that will open upon
re-entry of the PIN.

The electronic record shows
the same information as a paper
CDC vaccine card: name, date of
birth, date of vaccinations, and
vaccine manufacturer. It also
includes a QR code that makes

these same details readable by
a QR scanner, including smart-
phone apps. Once the SMART
Health Card is received, users
are able to save the QR code to
their phone, such as the Apple
Wallet, screenshot the informa-
tion and save it to their phone’s
photos, or print out a copy for a
paper record. The system follows
national standards for security
and privacy.

This system provides an op-
tional way that residents can
access their vaccination infor-
mation and a COVID-19 digital
vaccine card. This will provide
residents with another tool to
provide proof of COVID-19 vacci-
nation, should it be requested by
businesses, local governments, or
other entities.

The system leverages the
Massachusetts Immunization
Information System (MIIS), the
official database used by health
care providers across the state to

record vaccination information.
The system relies on hundreds of
providers inputting demographic
and health information. Some
users may not be able to im-
mediately find their record, or
may find an incomplete record.
Residents whose record cannot
be found or is incomplete can
either contact their health care
provider or contact the MIIS
team to update their records.
Learn more about the tool and
view frequently-asked-questions
at www.mass.gov/myvaxrecord.
Massachusetts has worked
with VCI,™ a voluntary coali-
tion of public and private or-
ganizations which developed
the open-source SMART Health
Card Framework in use by other
states. The VCI coalition is ded-
icated to improving privacy and
security of patient information,
making medical records portable
and reducing healthcare fraud.
My Vax Records is just one

EMERGENCY
ALL BLOOD

TYPES NEEDED.

Give now.

American
Red Cross

+

way residents can obtain their
COVID vaccination record. Phar-
macies that administered the
COVID vaccine and many health

OPEN HOUSE?
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FUNDRAISER?
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STICKIT!

Keep your name in
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thousands of
readers!

7,000 COPIES §
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Mayor Michelle Wu swears in City Council, d

By JoHN LYNDS

Last Monday, in one of the
shortest and perhaps the coldest
Boston City Council inaugura-
tions in recent history, Boston
Mayor Michelle Wu swore in re-
turning and new members of the
Council outside City Hall.

Due to the rising number
of COVID cases the event was
moved outdoors for safety rea-
sons and with a brisk chill in
the air the entire inauguration
was over in less than a halfhour.

After swearing in the 12 mem-
bers of the Council, Mayor Wu
addressed the body and noted
the historic significance of the
day.

“This year marks 200 years
since the Town of Boston official-
ly became the City of Boston and
created its very first city council
200 years ago,” Mayor Wu began.
“Those first 55 city councilors
looked different from the body
that we have just inaugurated
today. One hundred years after
the city council was created there
still were no women and no peo-
ple of color serving in the City of
Boston. So as we mark this new
year, it’s truly not just about the
passage of time, but the progress
that the city has seen, and that
we will continue to rush into in
this time of great consequence.
I'm so excited to join my col-
leagues and celebrate our five

new city councilors.”

At-large Councilors include
sitting Councilors Michael Fla-
herty and Julia Mejia, along
with new Councilors Ruthzee
Louijeune and Erin Murphy.
Districts 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, and 9 will
be represented by sitting Coun-
cilors Lydia Edwards, Ed Flynn,
Frank Baker, Ricardo Arroyo,
Kenzie Bok, and Liz Breadon,
respectively. Brian Worrell is a
new Councilor who will repre-
sent District 4, Kendra Hicks is a
new Councilor who will represent
District 6, and Tania Fernandes
Anderson is a new Councilor who
will represent District 7.

Wu said the incoming Coun-
cilors sworn in during Monday’s
historic ceremony represent
many key milestones.

“Tania Fernandes Anderson is
the first African and first Mus-
lim City Councilor who brings
experience and service and cre-
ativity that shines through with
every action and statement she
makes,” said Wu. “Kendra Hicks
is the first woman of color to
represent District 6 and she
is an activist, organizer, art-
ist and inspiration and I'm so
excited to work alongside her.
Ruthzee Louijeune is the first
Haitian-American City Council-
or and someone whose love of
Boston has been clear from the
very earliest days growing up in
the city, who gave tours celebrat-

Mayor Michelle Wu administers the oath of office to the Boston City Council. At-large Councilors include
sitting Councilors Michael Flaherty and Julia Mejia, along with new Councilors Ruthzee Louijeune and Erin
Murphy. Districts 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, and 9 will be represented by sitting Councilors Lydia Edwards, Ed Flynn,
Frank Baker, Ricardo Arroyo, Kenzie Bok, and Liz Breadon, respectively. Brian Worrell is a new Councilor
who will represent District 4, Kendra Hicks is a new Councilor who will represent District 6, and Tania

Fernandes Anderson is a new Councilor who will represent District 7.

ing the beauty of Boston and has
now brought her experience in
law to serve her community. Erin
Murphy, a BPS teacher, single
mother, and advocate for those

struggling with addiction and
substance abuse is already start-
ing to fight for you and Brian
Worrell, a small business owner
and the first Black man to serve

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

W e

Since 1901

Qualitg, Affordable Residential Care for Seniors 62+

« Private bedrooms with full bath

o 24-hour personal care assistance

« Medication administration

e} Homc—stglc meals clal'!g

. Launclrg and houscl«:eping services
o Leisure and wellness activities

« Lovely common areas

« 100% accessible

NO entrance fee
income or asset
restrictions!

301 South Huntington Avenue, JamaicﬁaiPlaiini

&

www.MountPlcasaptHome.org
617-522-7600

Gazette Pet of the Week

by Sarah Carroll

‘BUDDY’
Buddy is a lovable and playful young hound looking

for an experienced family to help him blossom into a mature adult!
He is house-broken, adventurous, and enjoys care rides. He loves
his toys and food so much
that he is not willing to share,
so hed do best in a home
with dog-savvy teens 15 and
up and as an only pet. He
needs some help learning that
he can share his stuff along
with mastering his basic
manners, as he’s still young
can play rough. He’s an
energetic pup as well, so an
active family would be ideal!
He is 9 months old.

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by

Sarah Carroll, REALTOR®

The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com
THE RESIDENTIAL

GROUP

BUDDY DOG HUMANE SOCIETY, INC.

www.buddydoghs.org

on the Council since 2017 who is
already a great partner.”

Wu added that she knows the
deep responsibility that constit-
uents placed upon her and the
Council and knows first hand the
power of the Boston City Council
to make sure the city is moving
forward on the issues.

“So as our new colleagues
join alongside our returning col-
leagues, those who have been
proud and honored to serve
alongside for many, many years,
I know the progress that we
will continue to see in the city,”
she said. “At this moment our
constituents and our community
expect us to move with urgency
to open doors for everyone and
to deliver results. We're ready to
partner in every way.”

Wu then addressed the surg-
ing Omnicron variant of the
COVID-19 virus that is spread-
ing like wildfire across the city
with nearly 2 out of every 10
people tested last week in the
city were found to be positive.

“We are all here at an inaugu-
ration that looks very different
from the one we expected even
a couple of weeks ago,” said Wu.
“Sitting here outside in the cold

Continued on page 19
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Urgent need for kitchen volunteers at Community Servings

STAFF REPORT

Kitchen volunteers are ur-
gently needed at Community
Servings to help the nonprofit’s
professional kitchen staff pre-
pare and package 18,000 med-
ically tailored meals that are
delivered weekly to critically and
chronically ill individuals across
the region.

While Community Servings
operates one of Boston’s largest
volunteer programs, the current
COVID-19 surge has pushed
January volunteer numbers
to low levels. Demand for the
nonprofit’s nutritious, life-sav-
ing meals has increased by over

80% since the pandemic began.

“Volunteers have been at the
heart of our mission since we
began, essential to ensuring that
we can feed our neighbors in
need and help maintain their
health,” said David B. Waters,
CEO of Community Servings.
“Given the effects of this pan-
demic surge, we are making a
plea for anyone with a few hours
to lend a helping hand in our
kitchen.”

Volunteers help peel and chop
vegetables; portion soups, stews
and salads; and pack weekly
meal bags for clients living with
HIV/AIDS, cancer, diabetes and
heart disease, among other ill-

nesses.

For health and safety reasons,
all volunteers are required to
be fully vaccinated, have their
temperature taken, and wear a
surgical or KN95 face mask (pro-
vided) at Community Servings’
Food Campus in Jamaica Plain,
which is on the T°s Orange Line.
The kitchen is equipped with
hospital-grade air ventilation
and filtration systems.

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering can visit www.serv-
ings.org/volunteer to sign up
for three-hour shifts Monday
through Friday (9 a.m. to noon,
1to4 p.m.and 4 to 7 p.m.).

Wu

Continued from page 18

we must let this be a reminder
of what so many in our city have
to live with every single day. Our
residents who have been stand-
ing outside in the cold for hours
waiting for a test to make sure
they can keep their family safe.

We must do better. Our residents
who are living unhoused in tents
at Mass and Cass and across the
city, we're taking action and we
must do better. And for so many
residents who have been outside
in the cold because of systems
that have not seen and valued
every single one of our commu-
nity members we are going to
do better and I look forward to

the collaboration with the City
Council to make that happen.
With this new year, let us find
warmth in each other even as
we face stiff headwinds. We will
make progress and make sure
that we are always holding the
light of our Boston residents in
front of us and build that com-
munity that we need and we
deserve in 2022.”

AN ARTIST VIEW

Joe Carrigg, a Boston Latin School 7th Grade Visual Art Teacher, painted this watercolor of his

family and friends walking around Jamaica Pond to share with our readers.

Volunteers in the kitchen at Community Servings in Boston.
Photo courtesy of Community Servings

24/7 Emergency Vet Care | Weekend Appointments | Free On-site Parking

We're not kitten you!

Quality vet care is right in your neighborhood.

Angell Animal Medical Center’s
compassionate team provides
state-of-the-art care for your best
friend. From wellness checkups to

* 24/7 Emergency <+ General Medicine
& Critical Care  * Internal Medicine

* Anesthesiology ¢ Neurology

* Avian & Exotic * Oncology

allergies, from cancer treatment to Medicine » Ophthalmology
neurosurgery, our specialists work « Behavior  Pathology
together to provide services tailored ¢ Cardiology  Physical
to your pet’s individual needs. + Dentistry Rehabilitation

* Dermatology » Surgery

» Diagnostic
Imaging

9 angell

animal medical center

angell.org | 350 South Huntington Ave | Boston, MA | 617-522-7282

FIND US ONLINE: WWW.JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM
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Kevin Hayden sworn in as Suffolk County DA

District Attorney Kevin
Hayden hit the ground running
on his first day after being sworn
into office by Gov. Charlie Baker
by naming Boston defense attor-
ney Kevin R. Mullen as his first
assistant district attorney and
announcing the formation of a
transition team to help review
office policies.

“The Suffolk County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office is staffed
with exceptional attorneys and
non-lawyers who are dedicated
to justice and nurturing safe
communities. That will not
change with my administration,”
DA Hayden said. “I am returning
home by coming back to the office
where I started my legal career.
I could not be prouder to lead
this office, which is so critical
to preventing crime and harm
in Boston, Chelsea, Revere and
Winthrop.”

DA Hayden’s first action was
to name Mullen, who was an
ADA with DA Hayden in the

1990s, as his first assistant. In
addition to his work as a Suf-
folk County prosecutor, Mullen,
from Dorchester, has worked
as a criminal defense attorney
and been appointed a special
prosecutor in other counties,
frequently for cases where the
DA’s office was presented with
a potential conflict of interest.
First ADA Mullen was sworn in
today as well.

One of the priorities of DA
Hayden is to reduce the number
of illegal guns in the county to
determine the proposer course
of prosecution in each situation.
“I am beginning a comprehen-
sive review of all the gun cases
pending in this office; each one
has the potential to cause great
harm to our communities,” said
DA Hayden. “The harm that
guns cause is incalculable and
we must do everything in our
power, use every tool at our dis-
posal, to reduce that harm.”

In addition, DA Hayden said
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he will meet with staff mem-
bers, law enforcement partners,
elected officials, and community
partners, to engage in how best
to support the communities of
Suffolk County. He is also form-
ing a transition committee which
will be comprised of people who
live, work and worship in Suffolk
County to review SCDAO policies
and make recommendations on
how to improve performance.

“I am excited to start and hum-
bled by the appointment,” said
DA Hayden.

Gov. Charlie Baker (left) and District Attorney Kevin Hayden.

Former Suffolk County DA Rollins

sworn in as the United States Attorney

Former Suffolk County Dis-
trict Attorney Rachael Rollins
was sworn in as the United
States Attorney for the District
of Massachusetts. U.S. District
Court Chief Judge F. Dennis Say-
lor IV administered the oath of
office in federal court in Boston
during a private ceremony. A for-
mal investiture will be planned
for a later date.

U.S. Attorney Rollins was
nominated by President Joseph
R. Biden on July 26, 2021 and
was confirmed by the United
States Senate on Dec. 8,20211in a
tie-breaking vote cast in favor by
Vice President Kamala Harris.

“Today’s swearing was a proud
and humbling moment for both
myself and my family. It was
particularly special for me to
have my parents with me, on my
father’s 74th birthday,” said U.S.
Attorney Rollins. “Their support
has been unwavering, and I owe
so much of this moment to them.
As T reflect upon the path that
led me here, I cannot help but
think about the many colleagues
and mentors who have supported
me along the way. I want to ac-
knowledge my friends, colleagues
and law enforcement partners
at the Suffolk County District
Attorney’s Office whose stead-
fast commitment and dedication

to keeping our neighborhoods
healthy and safe has truly made
a difference in the lives of so
many. I am enormously proud of
what we accomplished together.”

Rollins added, “As I begin
this next chapter as the United
States Attorney, I look forward
to the challenges ahead. There is
much to be done and I am blessed
to be walking into an office with
highly skilled attorneys and staff
who have the same commitment
to public safety and community
wellbeing and health.”

U.S. Attorney Rollins, 50, of
Boston, is now the top-ranking
federal law enforcement official
in the District of Massachusetts,
which comprises 14 counties.
With over 20 years of legal ex-
perience, U.S. Attorney Rollins
will lead a team of more than
250 federal prosecutors and staff
with three offices located in Bos-
ton, Worcester and Springfield.

U.S. Attorney Rollins has been
the Suffolk County DA for the
last three years. In 2019, the
people of Suffolk County elect-
ed her as the first woman to
serve as their DA and the first
woman of color to serve as DA
in the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts. Rollins is now the
first Black woman to ever serve
as U.S. Attorney in the District

of Massachusetts, one of the two
first U.S. Attorney’s Offices in the
nation, established in 1789.

U.S. Attorney Rollins pre-
viously served as Chief Legal
Counsel to the Massachusetts
Port Authority. Prior to that she
served as General Counsel for
the Massachusetts Department
of Transportation and the Mas-
sachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority. From 2007 to 2011,
she was an Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney for the District of Massachu-
setts serving in both the Civil
and Criminal Divisions.

Earlier in her career, U.S. At-
torney Rollins was an attorney
at Bingham McCutchen LLP and
from 1999 to 2002 she was a field
attorney for the National Labor
Relations Board. U.S. Attorney
Rollins began her legal career
as a clerk for Associate Judge
Frederick L. Brown of the Mas-
sachusetts Appeals Court.

U.S. Attorney Rollins earned a
Juris Doctor from Northeastern
University School of Law and a
Masters in Law from George-
town University Law Center.
She received a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Education and Afri-
can-American Studies from the
University of Massachusetts
Amherst.

Do You need to run a legal?

Don’t forget to check at the court to see
if you qualify for a fee-waiver!




Jamaica Praiv GAzetTe  » JANUARY 14,2022 « 2]

Jamaica Plain/Mission Hill Gazette S
2022 Publishing Calendar

Tel. 617-524-2626 « FAX 781-485-1403 « 7 Harris Ave., Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 ¢ JamaicaPlainGazette.com

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

1le| 17| 18| 19| 20| 21| 22 20|21 |22 23|24 |25 |26 20|21 2223 |24 | 25|26

2324|2526 27|28 | 29 27 | 28 27 |28 29|30 |31
30|31

APRIL MAY JUNE
3| 4
10|11
17118 |19 |20 (21|22 (23 22 123|124 |25 |26 |27 |28 19|20 |21 |22 (23|24 |25
24 |25 (26 |27 |28|29 |30 29 |30 |31 26 |27 |28 (29|30

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER
3| 4
10|11
17118 |19 |20 (21|22 |23 21 (22 (23|24 |25 |26 |27 18|19 (20 |21 (22|23 |24
24 |25 126 |27 |28|29 |30 28 (29|30 |31 25|26 |27 128 |129|30
31

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

1 1 3
23456-8 6 | 7 5 | 6| 7] 8] 910

9 (10|11 (12|13 |14 |15 13|14 |15 |16 |17 |18 |19 1112 |13 |14 |15 |16 |17
16|17 |18 |19 |20 |21 |22 20 (21 |22 2324 | 25|26 18|19 |20 |21 |22 23|24
23 (24 |25 |26 |27 |28 |29 27 |28 |29 |30 25|26 |27 |28 29|30 |31
30|31

- Mission Hill Gazette D Jamaica Plain Gazette c: W Vs Lo @
Advertising Manager: Patricia DeOliviera 617-524-7662 localads@jamaicaplaingazette.com Marketing Director: Deb DiGregorio 781-485-0588 x101 deb@reverejournal.com




22 o Jamaica Praiv Gazerte  » JANUARY 14,2022

EDITORIAL

We must never forget
the legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

As we were watching the recent coverage by the media of the
events of a year ago on January 6, we were struck by the contrast
between the Trump Mob’s violent storming of the Capitol and the
many peaceful marches on Washington that have occurred during
our lifetime.

Perhaps the most-famous of the non-violent protests occurred on
a steamy summer day in August, 1963, when more than 250,000
Americans from all across the country gathered at the Lincoln Me-
morial to demand “jobs and freedom,” an event that was climaxed
by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s immortal “I Have a Dream” speech.

The March on Washington was famous not only for Dr. King’s
iconic words, but also because the unprecedented mass gathering of
Americans was completely calm. Pundits and others had predicted
rioting, but there were no arrests, no incidents, no violence -- a stark
contrast to the events perpetrated by Trump’s Mob.

The March on Washington and Dr. King’s many other peaceful
protests of that era galvanized support for the goals of “jobs and
freedom,” eventually resulting in laws such as the Voting Rights Act
and the Civil Rights Act that ended segregation in the South and
discrimination in the North.

Even though the best efforts of a revered figure such as Dr. King
could not stem the tide of violent rioting that marked the 1960s,
most notably Watts in 1965, Detroit in 1967, and Chicago in 1968,
it is Dr. King’s legacy of peaceful protest that endures today.

For those of us old enough to remember the 1960s, it’s hard to be-
lieve that it has been almost 54 years since Dr. King was assassinated
while he was standing on a balcony in a motel room in Memphis,
where Dr. King was marching to show his solidarity with that city’s
striking trash collection workers.

Every school child for the past generation knows well the story of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. But an elementary school textbook cannot
truly convey the extent to which he brought about real change in
our country. To anyone under the age of 50, Dr. King is just another
historical figure.

But for those of us who can recall the 1960s, a time when racial
segregation was lawful throughout half of our country and a stealthy
racism prevailed throughout the other half, Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. stands out as one of the great leaders in American history, a man
whose stirring words and dedication to his cause changed forever the
historical trajectory of race relations in America, a subject that some
historians refer to as the Original Sin of the American experience.

However, as much as things have changed for the better since
1968 in terms of racial equality in our society, the events of the
past year -- from the January 6 riot to the countless voter-restric-
tion laws aimed at minority communities in Southern states -- also
have made it clear that we still have a long way to go before it can
be said, as Dr. King put it in his speech at the Lincoln Memorial in
1963: “I have a dream that my four little children will one day live
in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin,
but by the content of their character.”

“What would Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. do if he were alive today?”
we often ask ourselves. We can’t say for sure, but we do know that
although Dr. King accomplished much in his lifetime, he would be
the first to understand that the work for which he gave his life still
is far from done.

Dr. King advocated for non-violent protest and he practiced
what he preached. That’s a lesson that must be re-learned by each
succeeding generation. We can only hope that his courage and per-
severance will continue to inspire present and future Americans to
bring about a world in which all persons are treated with fairness,
dignity, and respect.

Or-ED

Pressley’s statement on anniversary of
January 6 insurrection

Congresswoman Ayanna
Pressley (MA-07) issued the
following statement on the an-
niversary of the January 6 in-
surrection.

“One year ago, the nation
watched in absolute horror as a
violent, white supremacist mob—
incited by Donald Trump and
Republican lawmakers’ hateful
rhetoric and dangerous lies—at-
tacked our seat of government.
The attack was a blatant attempt
to silence the will of the people,
particularly the record number
of Black and brown voters who
made their voices heard in the
2020 election. Today, one thing
remains painfully clear: white
supremacy continues to threaten
our democracy, our communities
and everyone who calls America
home.

“The January 6th insurrec-
tion was traumatic for every-
one involved, from custodial and
food service workers, journalists,
Capitol police officers, to Con-
gressional staff and members

of Congress alike. As a Black
woman in America—to experi-
ence the ancestral trauma of a
violent white supremacist mob
seizing the building, brandishing
Confederate flags and erecting a
noose on the capitol grounds was
all too familiar—and tragically,
the threat remains today. The
same white supremacist threat
fuels efforts by our Republican
colleagues—many of whom sup-
ported and incited this attempt-
ed coup—to continue spewing
lies and misinformation about
the 2020 election results. It fuels
the coordinated assault on our
sacred right to vote. None of this
is by happenstance.

“In this moment, we do not
have the luxury of simply turning
the page on this ugly and painful
chapter in our nation’s history.
To heal our collective trauma, to
protect our communities, defend
our democracy and ensure an
attack like this never happens
again, there must be account-
ability. I am grateful for the work

Or-ED

done by Chairman Thompson
and the January 6th Commit-
tee. The American people deserve
to know exactly what happened
that day and the Biden Adminis-
tration must use the full weight
of the presidency to investigate,
prosecute and hold everyone in-
volved accountable—including
those in the previous Adminis-
tration and sitting Members of
Congress. And we must abolish
the Jim Crow filibuster and pass
meaningful voting rights legis-
lation to protect our democracy
and keep power in the hands of
the people.

“Our work to root out white
supremacy in all of its forms,
safeguard our democracy, and
protect the wellbeing of our com-
munities is far from finished.
We must remain uncomfortable
with what happened that day
and the trauma it caused. We
cannot grow complacent and we
must move with the urgency this
moment demands.”

Our kids need sports, I will stand up for our BPS kids!

ErRIN MuRrPHY

Boston Public School parents
were disappointed when some
of them noticed the small blurb,
only two sentences long, buried
at the bottom of the newsletter
this week saying that they have
made the decision to continue
the current pause in athletics.

Sports provide our children
with way more than just the
opportunity to exercise their bod-
ies. There are social, health and
psychological benefits that allow
our kids to do better in life. As a
mother of student athletes (Go
BLA Dragons and Eagles!) who
benefitted in so many ways from
their time on school teams, and
as a public school teacher who
knows that educating the whole
child has to include physical and
social wellness to be successful, I
will fight for school sports for our
BPS kids. I know how participa-
tion on a school team, whether

it’s volleyball, cheering, football,
or soccer, can transform a young-
ster’s life, increasing motivation
and a sense of inclusion, and
knitting together a closer school
and neighborhood community.

I believe we should be doing
everything possible to get our
Boston Public School sports back
on track.

Boston children who attend
METCO, private and parochial
schools are still playing sports.
Kids in neighboring towns are
still playing sports. Many of our
BPS students are still playing
sports in their neighborhood
athletic organizations. As long
as we are following the CDC
guidelines, I do not think we
should continue the pause that
was started during winter break.
Boston Public School kids need
this outlet for their social and
mental health, now more than
ever.

This has to stop and I will

fight for our students on the
City Council. It’s the right thing
to do because we all know that
sports are good for everyone. The
physical benefits are just the be-
ginning. Kids who participate on
school teams are far more likely
to have improved grades, report
healthier social behavior, and
to reach higher academic and
professional success after high
school. Our own kids have the
will, the talent, and the RIGHT
to all the wonderful, life-long
benefits that school sports offer.
As the only teacher on the City
Council, one with real lived ex-
perience, who knows firsthand
what it means to be a BPS stu-
dent, athlete, parent, and teach-
er. That’s me. It’s what I've done
all my life, and as your At Large
City Councilor it is what I will
continue to do for each and every
family in BPS and Boston.
Erin Murphy is a Boston
City Councilor At-Large

FIND US ONLINE: WWW,JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM
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Gmashing my teeth

Dear Editor,

I hold my breath every time
I read a ‘special editorial’ by
former JP Gazette Editor San-
dra Story - wondering whether
I will cheer or gnash my teeth. I
am gnashing today at her claim
that bicycling has “limited” cli-
mate benefits (Dec 17 edition
- ‘Bike transport is great, but
climate benefits from expansion
are limited’). In her writing, Ms
Story, repeating tired myths
about bicycling, reminds me of
the angry motorist that yelled -
while I was campaigning - from
a blocked intersection at Forest
Hills, that he would vote for
Mayor Wu if she ripped out the
bicycle lane on the Arborway.
He was ignoring the fact that

LETTERS

he was helping to create the
congestion and delay problem,
which is something I have noted
in Ms. Story’s previous columns
about traffic problems. Our ad-
diction to private, CO2 spewing,
congestion creating and injury/
death causing vehicles is a 20th
century habit that has no place
in a rapidly heating world. As for
her observation that the Danes
are able to bicycle year round
due to milder weather I invite
her to consider the Dutch who
endure some of the strongest
winds (in damp cold) yet bicycle
more than any other country. As
a decades-long year-round cyclist
(whose lungs are healthier than
those of drivers sitting in cars) I
can attest that the comfortable

riding season is getting longer
and longer in large part due to
our dysfunctional transportation
system. And as for her claim that
only the young have the physi-
cal ability to bicycle for regular
transportation I invite her to try
an electric bicycle, which increas-
ing numbers of people are using
to haul groceries and children. I
wonder if Ms Story’s sorry dia-
tribe was an attempt to preempt
the heartening story that fol-
lowed about Mayor Wu’s appoint-
ment of JP resident and bicyclist,
Jascha Franklin-Hodge, as Chief
of Streets.
ALAN WRIGHT
RosLINDALE

COVID 19 Test Result — What to do if you test positive

Most people have mild
COVID-19illness and can recov-
er at home without medical care.

If you used a COVID home
test kit and your result is POS-
ITIVE

® You have COVID and do
NOT need to confirm result with
another test.

If you have NO symptoms

e Stay at home for 5 days.

e Continue to wear a mask
around others for an additional
5 days.

If you have mild cold like
symptoms

e Stay at home for 5 days.

e If you have no symptoms
or your symptoms are improving
after 5 days, you can leave your
house.

e Ifyou have a fever, continue
to stay at home until your fever
resolves.

e Continue to wear a mask
around others for an additional
5days.

e If your symptoms are con-

cerning, please call your primary
care provider for a telehealth
visit.
If you have severe symptoms
or shortness of breath
¢ Please seek immediate care
at the closest emergency depart-
ment.
® Qur Emergency Depart-
ment at 10 Gove St in East Bos-
ton is available 24 hours a day,
7 days a week.
Please check our website www.
ebnhc.org for more information.

Archdiocese of Boston extends mask requirements for masses

In the light of the continued
growth in the numbers of new
COVID cases, Cardinal Sedn
is extending the current mask
mandate.

It is mandated that that
throughout the Archdiocese of
Boston all people attending pub-
lic Masses, including weddings
and funerals, wear masks. This is
an extension of the mandate cur-

rently in effect, and expires on
Thursday, March 3, 2022, which
is the day after Ash Wednesday.
Mass celebrants, deacons,
readers, servers, choir members,
and instrumentalists, must all
wear masks except when they
are speaking.
Children under the age of five
are not required to wear masks.
Children under the age of two

should not wear masks.

In addition, all churches must
continue to provide a designated
area in which social distancing
is respected for those who want
to use it.

Parishes should have masks
available for people inasmuch
as possible.

PLEASE WRITE.

The Gazette welcomes letters to the editor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: Friday
at 5 p.m. one week before publication.

Letters may be emailed to letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. Please include

address and telephone number for verification purposes. Anonymous letters
will not be published. More information: 617-524-2626

CLASSIFIEDS

David at kNURD on Kall:com
can help with PC computers, net-
works, audio/video/multimedia,
phone solutions. $Reasonable$.
House calls. 617-676-5676 or 617-
522-6090.

Looking for someone to shovel
out two cars after snowfalls near
the Monument this winter. Call 617
524 4488.

42 North Dental Care, LLC, Dental Director, Jamaica Plain, MA

Provide comprehensive dental care to patients ranging
from children to geriatrics. Work cooperatively with
associate dentists and mentor associates by providing
guidance and direction for patient care. Min. Regs:
DMD or DDS. Special Regs: MA Dental License.

Qualified applicants mail resumes to
Andrew Witty, Director, HR,

42 North Dental Care, LLC, 200 5th Avenue,
3rd Floor, Mailbox 6, Waltham, MA 02451
w/ ref. to Job Code: 42KT21

CLASSIFIED INFO:

Fax your ad to 617-524-3921 or mail it to Gazette
Publications, Inc., PO. Box 301119, JP MA 02130.
Or email it to classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazete.com. For more info. call 617-524-2626, ext. 225.
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Emerald Necklace Conservancy to brmg back nghts in the Necklace this winter

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy is bringing back a won-
derful reason to visit the Emer-
ald Necklace parks this winter.
“Lights in the Necklace” is a
unique lighting exhibition which
began last year and will return
beginning February 1 and con-
tinuing through March 20.

Select bridges, and some trees,
in the Emerald Necklace will be
awash with an emerald glow.
“Lights in the Necklace” cele-
brates the power of Boston
and Brookline’s urban parks to
bring visitors together, inspire
and light the way in challenging
times. Enjoy the lighting on a
series of iconic Emerald Neck-
lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm,
daily. Also delight in the ten

trees at the intersection of the
Commonwealth Avenue Mall
and Charlesgate Park in Boston,
which are already illuminated in
emerald green string lights as
part of “Lights in the Necklace”.

The Emerald Necklace’s 1,100
acres are home to more than
30 bridges. Connecting neigh-
bors and bridging communities
is what the Necklace was de-
signed to do nearly 150 years
ago by famed landscape archi-
tect Frederick Law Olmsted, who
would have turned 200 this year.
The Emerald Necklace and our
shared green spaces continue to
be some of the primary places of
community connection amidst
the ongoing pandemic. Not only
will the emerald green bridges
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Charlesgate Park Trees on the Commonwealth Avenue Mall

offer fantastic picture taking mo-
ments, they will also bring some
fun and light to people as they
explore the Emerald Necklace
while commuting, crossing the
parks on daily errands, or taking
a stroll or run through the parks
in the evening. “New England
winters are long, and this win-
ter we are excited to bring back
Lights in the Necklace to offer
a safe outdoor activity for park
users,” said Emerald Necklace
Conservancy President Karen
Mauney-Brodek. “We hope this
limited-time installation will
once again give folks a reason
to visit the parks — and maybe

even explore new areas of the
Emerald Necklace for the first
time.” Information about each
bridge’s history and significance
in the Emerald Necklace will be
available on the Conservancy’s
website and mobile tour guide.
Signs posted at the Charlesgate
Park’s emerald-lit trees also pro-
vide information about the ongo-
ing revitalization of Charlesgate
Park.

INluminated Locations (sub-
ject to change, therefore please
check website for the most up-
to-date details):

- Charlesgate Park Trees on
the Commonwealth Avenue Mall

Chapel Street Footbridge in Riverway Park

- Liff Park Bridges in the Back
Bay Fens

- Chapel Street Footbridge in
Riverway Park

Bridle Footbridge in Riv-

erway Park

- Longwood Avenue Bridge in
Riverway Park

- Leverett Pond Footbridge in
Olmsted Park

- Wards Pond Footbridge in
Olmsted Park

- Ellicott Arch in Franklin
Park

For more information, visit
www.emeraldnecklace.org/neck-
lacelights.
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