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EXPERIENCE • EXCELLENCE

By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, March 1, the 
Jamaica Plain branch of the Bos-
ton Police Department hosted 
its monthly virtual police and 
community relations meeting. 
The meeting is an opportunity 
for members of the public to ask 
questions of local law enforce-
ment.

At every meeting, Sgt. John 
Dougherty provides year-to-date 
crime statistics compiled by the 
Boston Regional Intelligence 
Center. One chart examines Part 
One crimes, the most serious in 
nature.

Part One crime is up 5 percent 

across the city, but only 1 percent 
in Jamaica Plain. So far this 
year, the neighborhood reported 
105 crimes, up from 104 in 2021. 
Districts that experienced more 
crime were Brighton, Dorchester, 
Downtown, Mattapan, Roxbury, 
South Boston and South End. 
Districts that saw less crime 
were Charlestown, East Boston, 
Hyde Park and West Roxbury.

Part One crimes that saw an 
uptick in Jamaica Plain com-
pared to 2021 were non-domestic 
aggravated assault, residential 
burglary, larceny from a motor 
vehicle and auto theft. Crimes 

By Laura PLummer

El jueves 1 de marzo, la 
sucursal de Jamaica Plain del 
Departamento de Policía de Bos-
ton presentó su reunión mensual 
de relaciones con la policía y la 
comunidad. La reunión es una 
oportunidad para que los miem-
bros del público hagan preguntas 

a la policía local.
En cada reunión, el Sgto. John 

Dougherty proporciona estadísti-
cas sobre delitos hasta la fecha 
compiladas por el Boston Region-
al Intelligence Center. Un gráfico 
examina los delitos de la Parte 
Uno, los más graves.

El crimen aumentó un 5 por 
ciento en toda la ciudad, pero solo 

uno por ciento en Jamaica Plain. 
En lo que va del año, el barrio 
reportó 105 delitos, frente a 104 
en 2021. Brighton, Dorchester, 
Downtown, Mattapan, Roxbury, 
South Boston y South End regis-
traron más delitos. Charlestown, 
East Boston, Hyde Park y West 

By Lauren Bennett

Following the  Jan. 18 Zoning 
Board of Appeal (ZBA) decision 
to approve the proposed proj-
ect at 265-267 Amory St. for a 
new Youth Enrichment Services 
(YES) headquarters along with 
nine residential units, five neigh-
bors have sued to overturn the 
vote. 

The project, which is being 
proposed by Watermark Devel-
opment, includes a three story 
building for the new YES head-
quarters, including classroom 
and office space and a ski shop 
on the first floor. There will also 
be a bus turnout for buses to 
pick kids up at the location to 
take them on ski trips. There is 
also a four story, nine residential 
unit building with nine park-

ing spaces proposed as well. The 
buildings are proposed to be 45 
feet tall. Right now, the site is a 
parking lot. 

The five Amory Street resi-
dents filed a lawsuit at the begin-
ning of the month, which states 
that the proposed project does 
not fit within zoning guidelines. 

“The existing project which 
covers two separate addresses 
and two separate decisions does 
not comply with Boston Zoning 
Code in regards to the follow-
ing: GCOD applicability, Floor 
Area Ratio is Excessive, Off-
Street Parking is Insufficient, 
Building Height is Excessive, Off 
Street Loading is Insufficient, 
Multi-Family Dwellings are for-
bidden, Useable Open Space is 

Five Amory Street residents sue to overturn ZBA 
decision on new YES headquarters on Amory St.

ZONING CODE ISSUES

JP continues to beat city crime 
rate, reports no shootings in 2022

JP continúa superando la tasa de criminalidad de la ciudad

Continued on page 6
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By Lauren Bennett

Michael Pires and Marcus 
Johnson-Smith of Kush Groove/
KG Collective are gearing up to 
open their first retail cannabis 
stores in Cambridge and Brock-
ton, with plans to open a location 
at 1589 Columbus Ave. by late 
summer/early fall of this year.

“We’re finalizing the design 
concept at the moment,” Pires 
said, and have plans to begin 
demolition in the coming weeks, 
with the buildout set to be com-
pleted by the end of the summer.

Pires and Johnson-Smith, who 
grew up in the community and 
are excited to be business part-
ners, have already launched their 

first cannabis product that is 
being sold in more than 45 stores 
across Massachusetts—Slow and 
Steady edibles.

“We’re inspired by a slow and 
steady lifestyle,” Johnson-Smith 
told the Gazette from the Carib-
bean, where he and Pires were 

Kush Groove/KG Collective preparing to begin 
construction on Columbus Ave. location

Tom Schneider, Chief Marketing Officer at Revolutionary Clinics, Mike Pires, and Marcus 
Johnson-Smith of Kush Groove/KG Collective.   Photo courtesy of Kush Groove

Continued on page 6
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By Lauren Bennett

After several years in the 
works, JP resident and author 
Amy Hoffman’s new novel, Dot 
& Ralfie, is set to be released 
very soon.  The novel takes place 
in Jamaica Plain and focuses on 
elder issues and the LGBTQ+ 
community.

According to her website, Dot 
& Ralfie is about a lesbian couple 
facing the physical, emotional, 
and relationship challenges of 
aging.

Hoffman grew up in New Jer-
sey, but has been living in the 
Boston area since 1973 and in 
Jamaica Plain since about 1990. 

“I’ve always been an avid 
reader and I think I’ve been 
writing since I learned to write, 
basically,” she told the Gazette. 
Publishing her books came later 
on in her life, she said, adding 
that “I think my first novel came 
out when I was around 40.”

Hoffman has a degree from 
Brandeis University and an 
MFA in Creative Writing from 
the University of Massachusetts 

Amherst. She worked in a vari-
ety of jobs over the years, from 
editing to nonprofits to fund-
raising, and she served as the 
Editor in Chief for the Women’s 
Review of Books published by the 
Wellesley Centers for Women at 
Wellesley College. She has also 
recently taught writing at Em-
erson College. 

She said that the pandemic 
has created some issues in the 
publishing industry which has 
affected Dot & Ralfie. Hoffman 
said she turned in final edits for 

the novel in the fall of 2019, but 
“it was delayed a few times,” as 
“most books are printed abroad 
in China and India,” and issues 
with shipping and paper short-
ages have arisen. 

Additionally, promoting books 
has presented its own new chal-
lenges because of the pandem-
ic. She said in-person readings, 
panels, and conferences have all 
largely been put on the back 
burner over the past couple of 
years. Instead, many events are 
being held on Zoom, “which is 
just not the same as getting to 
talk to people face-to-face,” Hoff-
man said. “That happened with 
Dot & Ralfie.”

She said that throughout the 
pandemic, she didn’t do a whole 
lot of writing save for a “couple 
of essays. In a lot of ways, it was 
a hard time,” she said. Both of 
her elderly parents passed away, 
which “made it really hard to fo-
cus on writing fiction,” she said. 
“I’ve actually just gotten back 
to it more recently,” and is even 
working on another new novel.

Hoffman said that with Dot 

& Ralfie, readers 
should expect to 
deal with the “psy-
chological, phys-
ical challenges 
of aging, which 
sounds kind of 
dismal,” but “in 
my opinion, the 
book is very fun-
ny,” she said. “I 
totally love writ-
ing about these 
characters. I 
think, like all 
my books, it’s 
kind of charac-
ter-driven more 
than plot-driv-
en.”

Though the 
characters live 
in Jamaica 
Plain and are around Hoffman’s 
age, she said they are “complete-
ly made up characters,” though 
some of the issues that Dot and 
Ralfie deal with are some she 
is familiar with either in her 
own life or that of someone she 
knows. Issues range from financ-
es to work to mobility issues in 
typical Jamaica Plain walk-up 
apartments. 

Hoffman is also the author of 
three memoirs as well as another 
novel, The Off Season, which is 
set in Provincetown, a “place in 
real life that I dearly love,” she 
said. She said she’s watched it 
change over the years and ap-
preciates that it is welcoming to 
“queer people and artists.” 

The characters in Dot & Ralfie 
live in Hoffman’s apartment, she 
said. “They definitely live in my 
neighborhood,” and take walks 
around Jamaica Pond.

Though she said the book was 
not intended for a certain age 
range, it is “definitely about peo-
ple” in a certain age range—the 
main characters are in their late 
60s, while one character is in 
their 89s and another in their 
early 30s. 

“I think, inadvertently, it’s 
probably aimed at people of my 
generation,” Hoffman said, who, 
like Dot and Ralfie, is in her 
late 60s.

“Really, I don’t want it to be 
confined to people in my age 
group,” she said. “Hopefully all 
of us will be getting older. Some 
of the issues the book deals with 
are issues people are going to 
have to think about.”

At the beginning of the novel, 
Ralfie is recovering from knee 
surgery, and she is an employee 
of the Boston Public Works De-
partment, so she worries wheth-
er or not she’ll be able to contin-
ue her job with her knee issues. 

Dot is a children’s librarian 
who has am “on and off sexual 
relationship” with her friend Vi-
ola during her time with Ralfie. 
“She at one point falls and ends 
up in the hospital.” Ralgie also 
suffers a mild heart attack and 
the duo questions whether or not 
they should still live in a third 
floor walkup.

“In Boston, that’s actually 
kind of a big issue,” she said, 
as the majority of apartments 
in Boston do not have elevators, 
which prove to be an issue both 
for parents of young children and 
aging residents. 

Hoffman said these charac-
ters are important because they 
deal with real issues, and also 
there is a subplot with immi-
gration. 

“That’s an issue that’s very 
close to my heart,” Hoffman said. 
“My grandparents immigrated 
to this country.” She said in the 
book, the library intern’s par-
ents are from Vietnam and are 
“terrified that they’re going to 
be deported…their fears are not 
totally grounded in reality.” She 
added that she “had to make it 
clear that this was taking place 
during the Trump administra-
tion.”

Though there are no plans to 

Continued on page 7

Over time, plaster walls and ceilings can sag and crack. 
Repair the damage with Big Wally’s Plaster Magic, 
available at Boston Building Resources.

Why repair rather than replace?

> Less expensive 
> A homeowner can do it 
> No major disruption 
> Reduce or eliminate waste 
> Plaster will outlast wallboard

Visit us in person or online to find out more about Big 
Wally’s Plaster Magic. It’s everything it’s cracked up to be.

Plaster all 
cracked up?

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120  
(near Roxbury Community College)
Monday–Friday 8:30–4:30 n Saturday 9:30–3:00 
617-442-2262

bostonbuildingresources.com
a member-owned co-op
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Local JP author pens new novel 

Amy Hoffman.
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MAYOR’S CUP 
STREET HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENT BEGINS 
APRIL 21

Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department will host the 2022 
Mayor’s Cup Street Hockey 
Tournament in partnership with 
the Boston Bruins Foundation 
during the April public school 
vacation week.

“We’re looking forward to pro-
viding a year-round schedule of 
healthy outdoor activities for all 
ages in our neighborhood parks,” 
said Parks and Recreation De-
partment Commissioner Ryan 
Woods. “Thanks to our partner-
ship with the Boston Bruins 
Foundation, our young street 
hockey players will once again 
get the opportunity to meet kids 
from throughout the city and 
compete for the title of ‘Boston’s 
Best’ in the Mayor’s Cup.”

The Tournament will begin 
April 21 and continue through 
the April school vacation week. 
All games will be played at Gar-
vey Playground at 340 Neponset 
Avenue in Dorchester. Addition-
al support is provided by P&G 
Gillette. 

Teams will compete in three 
age groups: Mite (ages 6 to 8); 
Squirt (ages 9 to 10); and Pee 
Wee (ages 11 and 12). Please note 
that pre-registration for teams 
is required with a limit of eight 
teams per regional division.

To register or for more infor-
mation, please contact Damien 
Margardo at damien.margardo@
boston.gov, Jennifer Misiaszek at 
jennifer.misiaszek@boston.gov, 
or call (617) 961-3083.

To stay up to date with news, 
events, and improvements in 

Boston parks, call (617) 635-
4505, visit Boston.gov/Parks, 
join our email list at bit.ly/Get-
Parks-Emails, and follow our 
social channels @bostonparks-
dept on Twitter, Facebook, and 
Instagram.

PLANT AND               
IDENTIFY                
OAK TREES

Olmstead 2022 Art, Nature 
and Science Integrated free pro-
gram to plant and identify oak 
trees at the Jamaica Plain Pond 
Gazebo is planned for March 19,  
from 2-4 pm. Register by March 
13 at fcreatingt@gmail.com 

Space is limited.

FEMA AWARDS MORE 
THAN $1.9 MILLION 
TO CITY OF BOSTON 

 The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency will be sending 
more than $1.9 million to the 
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts to reimburse City of Boston 
for purchasing and distributing 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) to city workers during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The city will receive a total 
of $1,941,707 in federal funding 
through FEMA’s Public Assis-
tance grant program to reim-
burse the costs of supplying Bos-
ton Police Department (BPD), 
Boston Fire Department (BFD), 
Boston Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (BEMS), the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Emergency Management 
(MOEM), and the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission (BPHC) 
between March 2020 and July 

2021, including:
• Purchasing and distribut-

ing (PPE) and related supplies 
like such as N95 masks, surgi-
cal masks, gowns, Tyvek suits, 
face shields, boot covers, hair 
bouffants, gloves, hand sanitizer, 
rubbing alcohol, Clorox wipes & 
drapes; and

• Purchasing an electric pallet 
jack and manual jack required 
for moving the large amounts of 
inventory from the loading dock 
to the storage area where the 
stock was stored and distributed

“FEMA is pleased to be able 
to assist the City of Boston with 
these costs,” said FEMA Region 
1 Regional Administrator Lori 
Ehrlich. “Providing resources for 
our partners on the front lines of 
the pandemic fight is critical to 
their success, and our success as 
a nation.”

FEMA’s Public Assistance pro-
gram is an essential source of 
funding for states and communi-
ties recovering from a federally 
declared disaster or emergency.

So far, FEMA has provided 
almost $867 million in Public As-
sistance grants to Massachusetts 
to reimburse the commonwealth 
for pandemic-related expenses.

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY 
PARADE TRAFFIC 
ADVISORY

 The St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade, as well as the South Boston 
Boys and Girls Club Road Race, 
will be held in South Boston on 
Sunday, March 20, 2022. The 
parade and road race will result 
in street closures and traffic de-
tours in South Boston and reduce 
on-street parking availability.  
Those coming into South Boston 
for the festivities are strongly 
encouraged not to drive their 
personal vehicles. Information 
on the MBTA may be found at 
www.mbta.com/,and information 
on Blue Bikes, the regional bike 
share system, may be found at 

https://www.bluebikes.com/. The 
parade kicks off at 1:00 p.m. and 
will start at West Broadway, to 
East Broadway, ending at Far-
ragut Road. Broadway will be 
closed to traffic from approxi-
mately 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Saint Patrick’s Day Road 
Race begins on West Sixth Street 
at the Boys & Girls Club at 11:00 
a.m. and will end at noon. Traffic 
will be delayed along the route as 
runners make their way to the 
finish line.

“Tow Zone No Stopping Boston 
Police Special Event Sunday” 
parking restrictions will be in 
effect as follows:

 • Dorchester Avenue, both 
sides, from Gillette Park to Old 
Colony Avenue

 • Foundry Street, both 
sides, from Greenbaum Street 
to Dorchester Avenue

 • West Second Street, 
both sides, from Dorchester Av-
enue

 • A Street, both sides, 
from Binford Street to West Sec-
ond Street

 • Binford Street, both 
sides, from A Street heading 

northwesterly to end at 45 Bin-
ford

 • West Fourth Street, both 
sides, from A Street to Dorches-
ter Avenue

 • West Broadway, both 
sides, from Dorchester Avenue 
to Dorchester Street

 • East Broadway, both 
sides, from Dorchester Street to 
P Street

 • Farragut Road, both 
sides, from East Fourth Street 
to East First Street

 • Summer Street, Finan-
cial District, Atlantic Avenue to 
the MBTA bus stop near 245 
Summer Street

 • Summer Street, South 
Boston, East First Street to the 
end of 776 Summer Street

 • E Street, from West 
Broadway to Athens Street

 • L Street, from East 
Third Street to East Broadway

Delays due to Boys & Girls 
Club Race route are expected as 
follows:

 • West Sixth Street, both 
sides, from F Street to Dorches-
ter Street

 • F Street, odd side, West 
Sixth Street to Bowen Street

PLEASE

 RECYCLE

THIS

NEWS

PAPER

News Briefs 

Faye Simon Real Estate
Rentals & Sales

My Focus is on You!

Real Estate Broker
Tel: 617-524-0243

THE SQUARE ROOT

providing amazing coffee, 

pastries, breakfast, lunch 

and evening items, a live 

entertainment venue, 

complete with craft beer 

and wine.

All we need is you!

2 Corinth Street

Roslindale, 

MA  02131

617-477-3392

www.squarerootrozzie.com
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60 private bedrooms with private baths
24-hour personal care assistance
Medication administration
Scheduling of transportation to medical
appointments
3 home-style meals daily
Laundry and housekeeping
Leisure and wellness activities
Visiting volunteers, college interns, and
preschool groups
Light-filled atrium for socializing
Computer center and WiFi
Professional medical care available
onsite ttet

Mount Pleasant Home 

Since 1901, we have been a haven
for seniors 62+ who need just a

little help and a place to call
home! 

www.MountPleasantHome.org
617-522-7600

Info@MountPleasantHome.org

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

Do you 
know an 
older adult 
who needs 
support at 
home? 

Ethos is a nonprofit organization that supports healthy, 
independent living at home, were people want to be, by 
providing services to older adults, regardless of income.

• Cleaning
• Laundry
• Grocery Shopping
• Meal Preparation
• Home Delivered

Meals

• Bathing
• Dressing
• Care Coordination
• Companion
• And More

Learn more about 
how Ethos can help 

older adults manage 
the challenges 

of maintaining 
independent living 

at home. Visit 
www.ethocare.org or 

call 617-522-6700.

ETHOS | 555 AMORY STREET | JAMAICA PLAIN, MA 02130 | 617.522.6700 | WWW.ETHOCARE.ORG

Special SectionSenior L ife

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain area is 
home to a number of senior care 
programs and buildings that of-
fer seniors a way to live happier, 
healthier lives.

The Gazette caught up with 
Patrick Stapleton, CEO of the 
Sherrill House, and Rebekah 
Levit Executive Director of Rog-
erson House to learn about what 
programs they offer as well as 
about any updates they might 
have to share.

SHERRILL HOUSE
Stapleton said that Sherrill 

House, which is a non-profit or-
ganization, offers four different 
types of care for seniors, ranging 
from short term to long term care. 
The facility is located at 135 S. 
Huntington Ave. 

The first, he said is “short term 
care,” which involves orthopedic 
and cardiac care, post surgery 
care, or care following a hospital 
stay. He said this is the care that 
is provided to the largest number 
of people each year—between 700 
and 800—and provides them with 
“strength, confidence,” and allows 
them to “move recovery along 
quicker.”

He said that the “whole MO” 
of the short term care program is 
to have people leave the facility 
after a number of days “stronger 
and more confident in your ability 
to recover alone.”

Sherrill House also offers the 
“traditional long-care nursing 
home,” and has about 100 beds 
on two floors for this kind of 
care, Stapleton said. He said that 
residents stay anywhere from 
two years to up to ten, though it 
doesn’t happen often that they 
stay for that long.

“Home care has gotten a lot 
better,” Stapleton said., but “long 
term care is always going to be 
a need.”

He continued, “We’re here to 
serve Boston residents. Some-
times people need quality care 
close to home.”

Alzheimer’s care is also a spe-
cialty at Sherrill House. In 1986, 

it opened a “secure unit to allow 
our Alzheimer’s patients to walk 
around freely” without worrying 
about going into traffic or other 
concerns. “We made that program 
a little bit better every year,” 
Stapleton said. 

He said this is an “acute unit,” 
for someone who has dementia or 
Alzheimer’s and needs help with 
all tasks, including basic things 
like taking medicine. 

“We have an environment here 
that we can get outside and be 
safe,” including a wandering gar-
den and events for residents.

“We’ve got residents that don’t 
know their families,” he said, but 
can remember the lyrics to a song 
they enjoyed as a young person. 
“If you provide situational oppor-
tunities, those memories come 
back,” he said, so having events 
with music or grilling food can 
help evoke memories in these 
patients.

Hospice care is also something 
that Sherrill House has worked 
on for years, but just started its 
own a month ago, called Long-
wood Hospice, that they hope to 
“roll out in every nursing home 
in the City of Boston.” Stepleton 
said.

“This hospice was founded and 
operated by nursing home people. 
We know what a good hospice is 
in a facility…we cannot wait to 
earn the business of the rest of 
the City of Boston.”

Stapleton also said the pan-
demic took a toll on the facility, 
and taught them a lot about how 
to move forward. 

“Now we’re confident that we 
know what we’re doing,” he said. 
“We have a fantastic mayor who 
took this very seriously,” and 
praised Governor Baker as well. 

“Everybody thinks this is over,” 
he said of the pandemic. “It is far 
from over at 135 S. Huntington 
Ave. Masks are going to be in the 
lexicon of my PPE forever.”

He said that while face masks 
will require additional costs, “We 

Sherrill House, and
Rogerson House work 
to serve local seniors 

Continued on page 5
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•  Comprehensive rehabilitation delivered by our experienced 
    in-house team of Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapists

•  Fully equipped, 3,000 sq. ft. state-of-the-art sunlit gym 
    overlooking Olmsted Park, Jamaica Plain

•  24-hour Skilled Nursing Care and a Primary Care Nursing Model

•  Nutritional Counseling by our full-time Dietician

•  Award-winning Music Therapy Program

•  Complex wound management

•  Fully appointed patient rooms with complimentary cable, 
    phone, and WiFi

•  Patient and Family Lounge with concierge service for refreshments

•  Ongoing Patient and Family Education

•  Interdisciplinary discharge planning with home care services 
    as needed

•  Pastoral Care provided by our Chaplain

•  Convenient location, minutes from all major Boston hospitals 
    and accessible by public transportation; free visitor parking

Special SectionSenior L ife

State Representative
Liz Malia

11th Suffolk District
617-722-2380 • liz.malia@mahouse.gov

Wishing All 
Our Seniors 

The Very Best!

don’t mess around here,” add-
ing that “every single person in 
the building” is still tested every 
other day, and masks and proof 
of vaccination continue to be re-
quired, despite any lifting of those 
restrictions in other sectors. 

Visitors are allowed to come 
into the building 24/7, but they 
must attest to not having symp-
toms of COVID-19 per federal and 
state guidelines, which Sherrill 
House abides by.

“We don’t make any of those 
rules,” Stapleton said of the visi-
tor policy. “We don’t rally against 
those decisions. We don’t do any-
thing but applaud those deci-
sions.” 

Right now, Stapleton said that 
he and the rest of Sherrill House 
are “very focused on the future,” 
though there is still “a lot of trep-
idation and a lot of concern” sur-
rounding the pandemic. “We try 

to be very good to Boston’s elders. 
We’re grateful for where we are 
right now, and grateful for where 
we’re headed.” 

Ada, Fumia, Director of IT for 
Sherrill House, added that he 
believes that “we’re a better, more 
capable, more prepared organiza-
tion right now.”

ROGERSON HOUSE
Rogerson House Executive Di-

rector Rebekah Levit explained 
that “we were the first assisted 
living in the state of Massachu-
setts that was dedicated solely to 
the care of people who have mem-
ory issues. All of our residents 
have some form of dementia or 
Alzheimer’s.”

Rogerson House has been in 
the neighborhood for abut 25 
years, and is located at 434 Ja-
maicaway. The facility offers an 
assisted living as well as a social 
day program and serves about 66 
residents. Altogether, there are 
about 75 staff members.

The social day program has 
reopened after being closed due 

to the pandemic. The program 
runs from 8:30am to 3:00pm, and 
begins with breakfast followed by 
different programs and activities 
based on what people are inter-
ested in, as well as classes with 
a fitness specialist and a music 
therapist, and brain games. 

She said that this program is 
“one of the few day programs that 
has opened post-pandemic.”

For the assisted living, Roger-
son House follows a “social model, 
not a medical model,” Levin said, 
and residents are between 62 and 
102 years old. 

Staff work with the residents 
on daily tasks as well as other 
programming throughout the day.

Levin said that Rogerson 
House’s mission is “really trying 
to understand where our resi-
dents are coming from and what 
they’re trying to tell us and what 
they need. We talk a lot about 
how we are partners with the 
residents. We are not completely 
in charge here; our residents are 
in charge and it’s our job to work 

with them, to partner with them, 
to support them.”

As far as COVID-19 policies 
go, visitors to Rogerson House 
must wear masks at all times, 
and staff are tested weekly and 
also masked at all times while 
working with residents.

Levin said that there is a 
“higher than normal” level of 
sanitizing throughout the facility.

“We have just really fully 
opened our doors to family vis-
itors,” she said. “They can visit 
in any part of the community at 
any time; we’re very happy to get 
back to that.”

Additionally, Rogerson House 
has a large outdoor space that 
Levin described as a “little oasis 
in the city.” It features a large 
lawn, walking paths, and a gaze-
bo, and many community events 
also take place on the property, 
form local karate classes to JP 
movie nights this coming sum-
mer.

“We’re trying to find ways to 
work with the community to offer 
that for others to use it as well,” 
Levin said, adding that “we’re 
very lucky” to have a space like 
that

Seniors
Continued from page 4



6 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •  MARCH 11 , 2022

Insufficient and Rear Yard is 
Insufficient,” the suit states. “Al-
lowing these existing nonconfor-
mities at such project specifical-
ly harms the Plaintiffs and the 
Amory Street Community.” 

The suit also states that “The 
Variance Decision will result 
in substantial detriment to the 
public good, particularly to the 
Plaintiffs, as well as nullify and 
substantially derogate from the 
intent and purpose of the City’s 
Zoning regulations. The Vari-
ance Decision blatantly ignores 
neighborhood opposition and 
facts on the record. Specifically, 
during such community process 
such direct abutters were not 
included and ignored.”

At the ZBA hearing on Jan. 
18, Tiffani Caballero of the 
Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood 
Services stated that there had 
been an “extensive community 
process” as well as “unanimous 
support” from the Jamaica Plain 
Neighborhood Council and 88 
letters of support for the project.

Attorney Sheryl Furnari 
spoke on behalf of opposing 
abutters, saying that “they wel-
come the YES program” and 
support its mission, but it is 

Lawsuit
Continued from page 1

Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

that saw a decrease include do-
mestic aggravated assault, com-
mercial burglary and other lar-
ceny. The numbers for homicide, 
rape and robbery remained the 
same.

Another graph showed the 
number of fatal and nonfatal 
shootings. Overall shootings are 
down almost 12 percent in the 
city compared to last year. Ja-
maica Plain has had no shootings 
in 2022. Only Dorchester, East 
Boston, Mattapan, Roxbury and 

South Boston have had shootings 
this year.

The arrest rate is up in the 
city, from 34 percent of reported 
crimes resulting in arrests to  44 
percent.

“Our mission is community 
policing,” Sgt. Dougherty said. 
“Everyone is welcome to contact 
us about any incidents or public 
safety issues.”

The police and community re-
lations meeting is on the first 
Thursday of the month at 6:30 
pm on Zoom. The next meeting 
will be on April 7. All residents 
interested in public safety are 
encouraged to attend.

Roxbury registraron menos.
El asalto agravado no 

doméstico, el robo residencial, 
el hurto de un vehículo y el robo 
de automóvil aumentaron en Ja-
maica Plain. Delitos que vieron 
una disminución incluyeron el 
asalto agravado doméstico, el 
robo comercial y otros hurtos. 
Las cifras del homicidio, la vio-
lación y el atraco se mantuvieron 
iguales.

Otro gráfico mostró el número 
de tiroteos fatales y no fatales. 
Los tiroteos en general bajaron 
casi un 12 por ciento en la ciudad 
en comparación con el año pas-
ado. Jamaica Plain no ha tenido 

tiroteos en 2022. Solo Dorchester, 
East Boston, Mattapan, Roxbury 
y South Boston han tenido tiro-
teos este año.

La tasa de arrestos aumentó 
en la ciudad, del 34 por ciento 
de los delitos denunciados que 
resultaron en arrestos al 44 por 
ciento.

“Nuestra misión es la vigilan-
cia comunitaria”, dijo el Sgto. 
Dougherty. “Todos son bienveni-
dos a contactarnos sobre cual-
quier incidente o problema de 
seguridad pública”.

La reunión de relaciones con 
la policía y la comunidad es el 
primer jueves de cada mes a las 
6:30 p. m. en Zoom. La próxima 
reunión será el 7 de abril. Se 
anima a asistir a todos los resi-
dentes interesados   en la seguri-
dad pública.

a “matter of the height issue” 
and said that these concerned 
residents “were not included in 
this community process” and live 
both “across the street” and “next 
door” to the proposed project. 
“They would like it to remain at 
the 35 feet,” Furnari said. 

The lawsuit states that “the 
Community Liaison for this area 
did not have any meetings with 
the direct abutters.” 

YES CEO Bryan Van Dorpe 
told the Gazette that “this is an 
amazing project for the City of 
Boston, the youth of Boston, and 
it’s something we’re very excited 
about.” 

He said that YES has “been 
serving thousands” of youth since 
1968. It started as a ski program, 

and has now expanded to include 
other activities like kayaking 
and rock climbing as well. 

Van Dorpe said that this proj-
ect would “increase our capacity 
and reach more youth and im-
pacted neighborhoods…in that 
way we’re excited about moving 
forward with it.”

The program aims to “focus 
on neighborhoods most in need,” 
Jamaica Plain, Dorchester, and 
Mattapan. 

“We’re going to continue to 
move forward with it,” he said, 
adding that “this may slow the 
process.”

So far, he said “eight to 10 
community meetings” have been 
held, and initial money has been 
raised for the project. YES has 

also begun to explore options for 
putting its current Massachu-
setts Ave. headquarters building 
on the market.

“I think we’d be a great neigh-
bor,” Van Dorpe said. “Quite 
frankly, I think it would be a 
great opportunity for us and the 
neighborhood. We’re moving be-
cause it’s the right thing to do 
and we want to build our capacity 
and serve more youth who need 
YES, and it’s the next step for 
YES as an organization.”

Developer Lee Goodman of 
Watermark Development said 
in a statement to the Gazette 
that “for over four decades, Ja-
maica Plain and Amory Street 
specifically have been home to 
hundreds of nonprofit, social ser-

vice organizations. In the past 
year, three nonprofits have been 
sued to block them from joining 
our community. The fact that 
neighbors can move into this 
community and promptly sue to 
block a youth center that serves 
1,600 Boston kids annually is 
shameful.”

District 6 City Councilor Ken-
dra Lara also weighed in, saying 
that “YES is an incredible, in-
credible asset to any community 
they’re in. I was hopeful that 
we would be able to approve the 
plans for that location in our 
district. I hear the complaints of 
the constituents and it is within 
their right to take any necessary 
actions, so I think the courts will 
decide and go from there.”

Crime
Continued from page 1

Criminalidad
Continued from page 1
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visiting. He said that the two 
wanted to come up with a brand 
that helps take people away from 
the busy lifestyle of living in the 
city and “removing you  to the 
Caribbean. We do that with the 
flavors on the menu,” which in-
clude fruits such as papaya and 
passionfruit.

“All have different cannabis 
CBD ratios,” he said, and all of 
the edibles feature vegan ingre-
dients. 

The edibles were launched 

just a little over three months 
ago. “The community is really 
enjoying it,” Johnson-Smith said. 
The products are one of the top 
selling products at the SEED 
dispensary on Centre St., John-
son-Smith said. “We’re just really 
happy about the product itself.” 

KG Collective has another 
store in Cambridge under con-
struction right now, which is set 
to open in June, as well as its 
Brockton location, which is get-
ting ready to start construction.

Pires said that the Columbus 
Ave. location will be “unique in 
the sense” that it will feature a 
Kush Groove shop inside, where 
the duo will sell their branded 

merchandise and apparel. He 
said it will be a “smaller version 
of what we had on Mission Hill,” 
where they sold similar mer-
chandise and accessories to those 
21 and older.

“The best way to describe it,” 
Johnson-Smith said, is a “dispen-
sary gift shop.”

He added that since the two 
have been part of the commu-
nity for so long and “have had 
a presence in the community,” 
they don’t anticipate having any 
issues with their Columbus Ave. 
store, but should there be any, 
“the line of communication has 
been there and always will be 
there,” he said.

Pires added that “integrity 
and safety” are at the top of their 
minds, and they already have 
experience running “adult-only 
establishments” and have expe-
rience dealing with minors and 
“running a smooth operation.”

Though the duo does not culti-
vate their own marijuana, “that’s 
our goal,” Pires said. “When we 
open, we’re going to be sourcing 
products from local cultivators.”

Pires and Johnson-Smith said 
that they wanted to locate their 
Jamaica Plain store at 1598 Co-
lumbus Ave. because Pires used 
to drive by it going to the Kush 
Groove shop in Mission Hill and 
it’s in a community that is famil-

iar to him.
“There are constraints to 

having a cannabis shop,” John-
son-Smith added, such as not be-
ing permitted to have one within 
a half mile of a school or another 
dispensary and the property has 
to be a commercial property.

“There’s a lot to be excited 
for,” Pires said, adding that he’s 
“most excited to know” that 
Johnson-Smith will be by his 
side as his business partner.

“I can attest to that,” John-
son-Smith said. “I’m excited…
to really focus on building the 
brand and take it international-
ly. Kush Groove is about peace, 
love, and freedom.”

Kush Groove
Continued from page 1

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?

Give Us a Call!! 
617-524-2626
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make a series out of the Dot and 
Ralfie characters, Hoffman said 
that “it’s possible” that she’ll 
write another story that includes 
them.

There are also a couple upcom-
ing readings tentatively sched-
uled for the novel, including one 
at the Jamaica Plain library with 
fellow novelist Michelle Gabow 
on April 28. Another reading is 
planned for the Harvard book-
store in Cambridge on May 2 at 
7:00pm. 

At this point in her life, Hoff-
man said she is “very happy to 
be writing more,” and hopes to 
get outside more as well as play 
the violin. 

She said “I really like the 
neighborhood I live in,” where 
she has friends and is able to 
converse with everyone. “Some 
people I know well, and some I 
just recognize,” she said. Hoff-
man said she also loves Centre 
St. and all its local shops and 
restaurants. “It’s very conve-
nient and fun,” she said. 

Dot & Ralfie is expected to be 
released on April 26. For more in-
formation, visit amyhoffman.net

Novel
Continued from page 2
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By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Pond Association 
(JPA) held its monthly virtual 
meeting on March 7, and consist-
ed of reports from committees, as 
well as a presentation from Jen 
Mergel of the Emerald Necklace 
Conservancy and general dis-
cussion.

Kevin Moloney of the JPA 
Zoning Committee reported that 
upcoming matters for the com-
mittee include a request for a 
variance at 561-579 Centre St. 
for a change of use for Pondside 
Pet Care, as well as a “likely sale 
of all or a part of Hellenic Hill” 
and the request by the Monas-
tery of Saint Clare to raze the 
monastery on Centre St. 

Jamie Maguire of the Parks, 
Parkways, and Open Spaces 
Committee talked about Freder-
ick Law Olmsted’s bicentennial 
celebration, which will take place 
this year. 

Jen Mergel, Director of Ex-
perience and Cultural Partner-
ships for the Emerald Necklace 

Conservancy, came to the JPA 
to speak about the “Parks at 
Platform” project that I part of 
the bicentennial. 

Boston’s bicentennial celebra-
tion is called Olmsted Now, and 
according to a slide presented, 
“…the Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy will expand its annual 
Summer on the Emerald Neck-
lace series into a shared resource 
for Bicentennial partners to an-
imate the Necklace parks with 
community-generated events—
Parks as Platform.”

The slide continues, “Each 
month, the Conservancy will fo-
cus on a site along the Emerald 
Necklace to anchor programming 
with extra support: securing per-
mits, signage, power, potable wa-
ter, food trucks, trash pick-up, 
portable restroom rentals and 
more. The monthly site will be 
the nexus for cross neighborhood 
collaboration and appreciation of 
a diverse roster of offerings using 
the parks as platform.”

Mergel also discussed the 
“Committee of Neighborhoods,” 

which she said will be instrumen-
tal in making :some decisions 
about how some bicentennial 
programming will be funded.”

The Parks as Platform would 
take place at different sites on 
the Emerald Necklace from April 
to October.

On August 20, an event has 
been proposed for Jamaica Pond, 
which could potentially overlap 
with JP Porchfest, Mergel said. 

“We’re trying to learn about 
what support there is for an 
event like this to happen along 
Jamaica Pond, she said, and 
“trying to coordinate what will 
already be happening.”

 Several people had other sug-
gestions for events, such as open-
ing the road to pedestrians and 
cyclists, as has been done in the 
past with Francis Parkman Dr., 
as well as a kite day and theater 
in the park.

Any suggestions, comments, 
questions, or concerns on this 
can be directed to Jen Mergel 
at jmergel@emeraldnecklace.org.

JPA discusses various updates 

By Lauren Bennett

An application for an Article 
85 demolition delay review has 
been filed by The Franciscan 
Monastery of St. Clare, Boston, 
Inc, which cites that the Sisters 
“have a constitutional right to 
demolish the property following 
any 90-day delay period imposed 
by the Boston Landmarks Com-
mission (BLC).”

The Sisters say that they are 
protected by the First Amend-
ment and their religious beliefs 
allow them to block the preven-
tion of demolition. 

The application, which was 
filed with the Boston Landmarks 
Commission, provides some his-
tory on the three story building, 
which is located at 920 Centre. 
St. It states that it was built as 
a monastery in 1932 and has 
54,712 gross square feet of liv-
ing area on 125,348 square feet 
of land. 

“The entire perimeter of the 
rear yard of the monastery is 
enclosed behind a brick wall as 
part of the cloister and contains 
gardens,” the application states.

It continues, “the property is 
not located in a historic district, 
nor does it have any designation 
or listing in the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places, the Massa-
chusetts Historical Commission 
Cultural Resource Information 
System (MACRIS) or any other 
designation by the Boston Land-
marks Commission.”

The Poor Sisters of St. Clare, 
O.S.C. assert that they can no 
longer afford to maintain the 
building and property and “the 
Sisters do not wish that the prop-
erty be put to another use or 
any adaptive re-use,” the applica-
tion states. “Their sincerely held 
religious beliefs is what brings 
them to make the request for 
demolition.”

The application also states 
that one the building is demol-
ished, the property will be sold 
to Holland Properties, which is 
proposing to construct “10 duplex 
townhouses and 2 triplex town-
houses for a total of 26 town-
houses.”

The Sisters state that only 
10 nuns remain living in the 

existing building, so they plan 
on buying a smaller building for 
them to live in. 

The City of Boston requires 
that prior to demolishing a build-
ing, an Article 85 application 
must be submitted. 

According to the City of Bos-
ton website, “The article provides 
a predictable process for review-
ing requests to demolish build-
ings by: establishing a waiting 
period to consider alternatives 
to the demolition of a building of 
historical, architectural, cultural 
or urban design value to the 
City; providing an opportunity 
for the public to comment on the 
demolition of a particular build-
ing; and minimizing the number 
and extent of building demolition 
where no immediate re-use of the 
site is planned.”

The Boston Landmarks Com-
mission will make a determi-
nation on whether the building 
is significant enough—based on 
certain criteria— to hold a public 
demolition delay hearing, which 
would be scheduled within 30 
days of the determination.

Poor Sisters of St. Clare file demolition 
delay review application with BLC
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By Lauren Bennett

The Boston Landmarks Com-
mission (BLC) on March 8 voted 
to impose a 90-day demolition 
delay on the house at 44 Robe-
son St. 

After postponing the hearing 
last month because it was deter-
mined the community meeting 
requirements were not met, the 
applicant returned this month 
after holding a community meet-
ing.

Rosanne Foley, Executive Di-
rector of the BLC, said that a 
virtual community meeting was 
held on March 3 and “flyers were 
distributed to everyone within 
500 feet” of 44 Robeson St. 

The BLC determined that the 
community meeting require-
ments had been met, so the next 
step in the demo delay hearing 
was to determine the significance 
of the building in question and 
possible  invocation of the 90-
day delay.

Foley said that BLC staff has 
determined that the building is 
“significant,” based on two dif-
ferent criteria: “the Landmarks 
Commission staff finds that the 
building is historically or archi-
tecturally significant because of 
period, style, method of building 
construction, or important asso-

ciation with a famous architect 
or builder” and “the Landmarks 
Commission staff finds that the 
building is one whose loss would 
have a significant negative im-
pact on the historical or architec-
tural integrity or urban design 
character of the neighborhood.”

The home was constructed in 
1892 and is a saltbox building 
with a gambrel roof line, Foley 
said, and includes a large yard 
and “large Roxbury pudding-
stone outcropping.” 

Foley added that the home was 
built “as part of a new residential 
community abutting Franklin 
Park,” within close proximity to 
the train. She said that this is 
still the function of the home 
today.

Applicant Joshua Brandt 
spoke about the history and con-
dition of the building, saying that 
the “house is on an extremely 
large lot,” and the saltbox gam-
brel roof can be seen from the 
front of the building. 

He said that there is “evidence 
of water damage throughout the 
home, as well as mold.” 

Additionally, regarding the 
history of the building, “we’ve not 
in our research found anything 
particularly historical about this 
property,” Brandt said. “It’s our 
general understanding that it 

was oriented the way it was be-
cause of some farmhouses down 
the hill which have since been 
demolished. Our research has 
not indicated anything specifi-
cally historical about it rather 
than it just being an old house.”

Members of the public were 
also permitted to weigh in on 
the history and/or condition of 
the building.

Jean Musiker, who said she 
lives next door to 44 Robeson, 
said that the building’s architect 
has two homes on the national 
historic register and 40 on the 
Massachusetts historic register. 

She said that when the house 
was still on the market, she went 
inside, and said that while the 
house “wasn’t in great shape,” 
it “didn’t look that bad.” She 
said she has photos of the in-
terior that had been posted on 
redfin.com before Brandt had 
purchased it.

Another neighbor said that 
the “roof was repaired fairly re-
cently,” and some painting has 
been done. “It has been taken 
care of to a certain extent, she 
said. “There have been some win-
dows left open that would make 
the water damage appear worse.”

Others spoke up saying that 
they believe the home is signif-
icant in the neighborhood and 
fits in well.

BLC Chair Lynn Smiledge 
said that “I think it’s very hand-
some and definitely architectur-
ally distinguished.”

Commissioner John Amodeo 
agreed, saying he would like to 
see the 90-day demo delay im-
posed.

Commissioner Richard Hen-
derson, who said he is also a Ja-
maica Plain resident, concurred. 

“I would absolutely recommend 
demolition delay on this. It’s a 
beautiful house on a beautiful 
street. Its demolition would se-
verely erode the character of a 
very handsome street.”

At this point, the BLC voted 
to impose the demo delay, and 
the applicant was instructed to 
present alternatives to demoli-
tion for the Commission to de-
cide whether or not any of them 
are “feasible.” The applicant also 
presented his proposal should 
the building be demolished. 

Brandt proposed two alter-
natives that keep the original 
building. The first was to build 
two new single family homes on 
the lot, separate from the exist-
ing single family which would 
remain. There is no parking pro-
posed, but there is an existing 
curb cut with space for one car in 
the front yard. The height would 
be about 1.5 stories, similar to 
the existing building.

The second alternative would 
also keep the existing home as 
a single family, but create two 
more units as an addition onto 
it. The height would also be 1.5 
stories and no parking would 
be provided, per guidance from 
the BLC. 

Brandt then proposed a design 
that includes the demolition of 
the existing house. He said that 
once the house is demolished, the 
lot would be subdivided “more or 
less down the middle” to erect 
“two conforming three family 
lots” that would consist of a three 
unit townhouse on each lot for 
a total of six units. Each unit 
would have three bedrooms and 
two and a half bathrooms. 

“It would technically be two 
separate three family buildings 

with a firewall along the proper-
ty line,” Brandt said. There are 
a total of seven parking spots 
proposed, one for each unit and 
one unit would have two. 

He said no variances would be 
required to build this, as it’s all 
as of right. 

The style of the building is 
“not intended to look like a build-
ing from 1892,” he said, but rath-
er a  “modern take on a salt box” 
and would use board and batten 
siding with “yellow cedar accent 
cladding.” 

Commissioner David Berar-
ducci said he prefers the first 
alternative, and the Commission 
got into a discussion about dif-
ferent ways the applicant might 
approach this by asking for vari-
ances. The Commission said they 
would support him in his ask in 
order to preserve the existing 
house.

Brandt said that “in order 
to get more than three units,” 
the “lot needs to be subdivided 
down the middle, necessitating 
demolition, or variances need 
to be applied for.” He said that 
“pursuing variances is fraught 
with not only cost and time, but 
a huge amount of risk.”

Commissioner John Freeman 
said he was in favor of keeping 
the demo delay in place. 

During public comment, Foley 
clarified the demo delay process. 
“After the three month delay, the 
house will be demolished and 
the project will be built,” she 
said. “So there’s no alternative 
that will save the house without 
something compromised so that 
they can build on the lot. And I 
think people don’t understand 
that demo delay is not perma-
nent denial of demolition. The 
Commission cannot deny dem-
olition.”

After hearing from everyone 
who wanted to speak on this, 
Smiledge said that the 90-day 
delay remains in place, and 
that she “strongly encourages” 
Brandt to consider comments 
heard at this hearing and think 
of “creative ways this house can 
be retained. Otherwise, I think 
you’re doing a huge disservice 
to the integrity of the neighbor-
hood.” She said that a “project 
based on avoidance of variances 
is not a quality project.”

Because of the delay, the appli-
cant is not permitted to receive a 
demolition permit until June 6.
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Staff RepoRt

 
The Emerald Necklace Con-

servancy announces the return 
of Party in the Park, the city’s 
beloved annual luncheon to raise 
awareness and funds for the Em-
erald Necklace parks. This year’s 
event will take place on Wednes-
day, May 11, at Pinebank in Ja-
maica Plain, with all proceeds 
supporting the 1,100-acre park 
system that serves as a backyard 
for residents and a destination 
for more than one million visi-
tors each year. The Conservancy 
stewards the Emerald Necklace 
through advocacy, maintenance 
and restoration, education, ac-
cess improvements, public pro-
grams and the promotion of park 
stewardship through volunteer 
and youth programs.

“We are so thrilled for this 

event to be returning and taking 
a moment to reflect on what the 
parks have meant for us and 
how we can continue to invest 
in this unparalleled Boston gem. 
We are excited to bring renewed 
attention to the parks and be 
part of restoring and improving 
the Emerald Necklace for all,” 
said Lydia Cottrell, Co-Chair of 
the 2022 Party in the Park.

Last spring, the luncheon was 
not held due to the pandemic. In-
stead, the fundraiser pivoted to 
a unique outdoor cocktail event 
in the fall, which brought guests 
together in celebration of parks 
and open space, and their essen-
tial role in public health. This 
May, Party in the Park returns in 
its traditional format for the first 
time since 2019 and will feature 
the presentation of the Liff Spirit 
Award to Kathy Abbott, Presi-

dent and CEO of Boston Harbor 
Now—a superior park advocate 
who has made an indelible im-
pact on the preservation of wa-
terfront parks and open space 
in Massachusetts. The award is 
named in honor of the late Bos-
ton Parks Commissioner Justine 
Mee Liff, who served from 1996 
until her passing in 2002. Party 
in the Park benefits the Emer-
ald Necklace Conservancy and 
continues Liff ’s legacy of bring-
ing people together to support 
and champion these vital urban 
green spaces.

“Party in the Park, the Emer-
ald Necklace Conservancy’s sig-
nature fundraising event, funds 
capital improvements and essen-
tial tree care in the parks,” noted 
Karen Mauney-Brodek, Presi-
dent of the Emerald Necklace 
Conservancy. “It also supports 

our education programs, free 
public programming, advocacy 
efforts and special initiatives. 
We are extremely proud of the 
work the Conservancy has done 
for nearly 25 years to main-
tain and improve the Emerald 
Necklace, and to connect our 
communities to these parks – 
your parks – which are such an 
important part of our city, and 
our collective efforts to manage 
climate change. In this year, as 
we mark the bicentennial of the 
Necklace’s creator, Frederick 
Law Olmsted, we are especially 
humbled by the power of these 
special places to heal, restore 
and bring us together.”

Held for nearly two decades, 
Party in the Park attracts the 

area’s most generous green space 
supporters and civic leaders for 
a stylish afternoon under a tent. 
Ladies and gentlemen don their 
finest millinery at this “must-at-
tend” fundraiser to herald the 
coming of spring to Boston. From 
picture hats and fascinators to 
cloches and pillboxes, every con-
ceivable type of headgear will 
be on display. Festive spring dé-
cor, including stunning Winston 
Flowers arrangements, will grace 
the venue while attendees enjoy 
a champagne and hors d’oeu-
vres reception, courtesy of Max 
Ultimate Food, prior to a seated 
luncheon and program. For more 
information and tickets, please 
visit www.emeraldnecklace.org/
party-in-the-park

EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


BPDA Income-restricted Rental Opportunity

3193 Washington Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

7 Income-restricted Units

# of
Units

# of
bedrooms

Estimated
Square Feet

Rent Maximum
Income Limit

(% AMI)

1 Studio 620 $841 50%

1 1-Bedroom 620 $565 30%

3 2-Bedroom 785-870 $1,114 50%

2 2-Bedroom 760-770 $1,597 70%

Minimum Incomes (set by owner + based on # of bedrooms + Area Median Income (AMI))
Maximum Incomes (set by BPDA + based on household size + Area Median Income (AMI))

# of
bedrooms

Minimum
Income

(30%)

Minimum
Income

(50%)

Minimum
Income
(70%)

Household
size

Maximum
Income
30% AMI

Maximum
Income
50% AMI

Maximum
Income
70% AMI

Studio n/a $25,230 n/a
1 $25,400 $42,300 $59,200

2 $29,000 $48,350 $67,650

1-bedroom $16,950 n/a n/a
3 $32,650 $54,400 $76,100

4 $36,250 $60,400 $84,550

2-bedroom n/a $33,420 $47,910
5 $39,150 $65,250 $91,350

6 $42,050 $70,100 $98,100
Minimum incomes do not apply to households receiving housing assistance such as Section 8, MRVP, or VASH.

For more information please visit: www.3193WashingtonLottery.com or contact us via email at
3193Washington@maloneyproperties.com or phone at (617) 639-3064 Ext 701.

Applications are available for 14 days, from March 14, 2022, through March 30, 2022

To request an online application or to have one sent by email visit www.3193WashingtonLottery.com
or call (617) 639-3064 Ext 701.

After careful consideration and an abundance of caution, the City of Boston continues to
discourage the in-person application distribution period. If you cannot complete the
application online, please call us at (617) 639-3064 Ext 701, to request that we mail you one and
to ask us for any support or guidance you might need to complete the application.

DEADLINE: Applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than Wednesday, March 30,
2022.

Mailed to:
Maloney Properties, Inc.

Attn: 3193 Washington Street Lottery
27 Mica Lane, Wellesley, MA 02481

● Selection by lottery. Asset & Use Restrictions apply.
● Preference for Boston Residents.
● Preference for Households with at least one person per bedroom.

For more information, language assistance, or reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities please
call (617) 639-3064 Ext 701 or email 3193Washington@maloneyproperties.com

For more on BPDA program eligibility, please visit http://www.bostonplans.org/housing/faqs

Equal Housing Opportunity

Emerald Necklace Conservancy announces the return of Party in the Park luncheon

PLEASE WRITE…
The Gazette welcomes letters to the  editor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: Fri-

day at 5 p.m. one week before publication. Letters  may be emailed to 
letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. Please include address and telephone num-

ber for verification purposes. Anonymous letters will not be published.  
More information:  617-524-2626
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By John Lynds

Last month, a Roslindale teen 
was arrested on a series of gun 
charges on Parker Street in Ja-
maica Plain. 

Officers assigned to the Youth 
Violence Strike Force arrested 
Nikolos Miranda,18, of Roslin-
dale, for firearm-related offenses 
in the area of 940 Parker Street 
in Jamaica Plain.

According to the police report, 

officers were notified via a 911 
call that a group was congre-
gating in the area of 940 Parker 
Street, blocking handicap access 
to the building, drinking alco-
hol, and smoking marijuana in 
public. 

As Officers approached the 
group, they observed a male, lat-
er identified as Miranda, sepa-
rate from the group and attempt 
to leave the area. Officers spoke 

with Miranda and observed a 
folding knife clipped to his waist-
band. Officers conducted a pat-
frisk of Miranda and recovered 
a loaded firearm. 

He was placed into custody 
without incident.

The firearm was determined 
to have an obliterated serial 
number. The firearm was loaded 
with one round in the cham-
ber and ten 9mm rounds in the 
magazine.

Miranda was charged with 
Unlawful Possession of a large 
capacity Feeding Device, carry-
ing a firearm without a license, 
Possession of a Firearm with 
a Defaced Serial Number, Un-
lawful Possession of Ammuni-
tion, and Carrying a Dangerous 
Weapon.

Nikolos Miranda was ar-
raigned in Roxbury District 
Court.

By The Rashi schooL

JP resident and registered di-
etitian and nutritionist Stepha-
nie Meyers is preparing to host a 
virtual webinar with The Rashi 
School on March 21, and also has 
a new book coming out in May.

Meyers did not set out to be a 
dietician, however. She studied 
communications and thought she 
wanted to be a broadcast jour-
nalist before she realized “this 
is not the life for me,” she told 
the Gazette.”

After realizing she enjoyed 
reading about eating, food, and 
nutrition, she took a nutrition 
class. “I couldn’t believe it was a 
field you could study,” she said, 
and was excited at the idea of 
making a career out of it. She 
then decided to double major in 
nutrition and communication, 
which she said is the “intersec-
tion of my work now.”

Much of Meyers’ work focuses 
on helping parents work with 
their kids on healthy eating hab-
its.

“The virtual event is for the 
Rashi community, but also for 
prospective families,” she said. 
She said the school focuses on a 
“sort of whole person-centered 
approach. There’s many oppor-
tunities they have to think about 
how they’re caring for them-

selves and others. That’s so core 
for the work I do.”

March is also National Nutri-
tion Month, so the event, titled 
Families Eating Well, comes at 
a key time. Meyers said that as 
part of the event, she will talk 
about “key parenting practices” 
related to eating. Meyers herself 
has two daughters ages 13 and 9. 

She said that while she is “not 
a parenting expert,” the “chal-
lenges are all too real” when it 
comes to kids and eating. She 
said many parents come to her 
private practice saying things 
like their kids don’t eat enough 
vegetables, they’re eating too 
much “junk,” are “begging for 
candy,” or are “not very adven-
turous.”

Meyers said, “We’re going to 

talk about in the presentation 
how you can deal with food re-
jection or resistance.”

Much of Meyers’ approach 
with parents includes refram-
ing how they communicate with 
their children when it comes to 
food and the phrasing and word 
choices that are made. She said 
instead of “pressuring” kids or 
trying to “tell them what to do,” 
she said a :much more effective 
approach is to ask open-ended 
questions and really listen to 
the child’s response, especially 
when it comes to foods they are 
resistant to. 

Meyers is also a mindfulness 
meditation instructor, and said 
that this also plays into her nu-
trition work. 

“My experience as a mindful-
ness meditator is to see those 
struggles as giving you one of 
two options,” she said. “My job as 
a parent is to cultivate curiosity 
and/or connection.”

She said asking kids to “use 
adjectives” to describe a food in 
question can be very helpful, as 
well as to ask things like “what 
would help it?” 

The pandemic has also exac-
erbated existing issues around 
food and mealtimes for many 
families. 

Meyer said that as a person 
with privilege, she acknowledged 
that she has “not endured the 

majority of the challenges in the 
pandemic,” but recognizes that 
there has been an “incredible, 
incredible increase in food inse-
curity in the country.” 

Another issue for many fam-
ilies has been everyone being 
home together a lot more and 
figuring out mealtimes.

“For me in my private prac-
tice,” she said, “everything 
that [clients] kind of tried to 
ignore came rushing to the sur-
face during the pandemic. The 
pandemic caused a substantial 
change in how much of the strug-
gle people were living every day.”

She said that parents are 
looking to help their kids “feel 
differently around food.” Meyers 
also said that there has been a 
“significant rise in children expe-
riencing eating disorders.” 

Advice for parents struggling 
with the pandemic includes hav-
ing family meals “as often as you 
can. Even three family meals 
a week is associated with sig-
nificant improvement” in kids’ 
wellbeing, Meyers said, adding 
that it “doesn’t just have to be 
dinner,” it could be breakfast or 
something as simple as eating a 
snack together. “Any amount of 
family connection is important.” 

Meyers’ book, titled End the 
Mealtime Meltdown, will be 
available on May 1. 

“I’ve been working on this 

book for 11 years,” she said, 
ever since her older daughter 
was around two years old. She 
said she coined a phrase—“table 
talk”—which is “what you say 
to your child about eating while 
they’re eating. I gathered up this 
research [and] found that most 
of the time, what we’re saying to 
kids about their eating is coun-
terproductive.”

She said that “parents may 
not realize there’s an easier way 
to parent your kids about food 
and eating,” and the book will 
help parents deal with things 
like “conflict at the table” as well 
as providing children “with the 
skills they need for a lifetime of 
healthy eating.”

Meyers has lived in Jamaica 
Plain for the past 16 years, and 
said the Arnold Arboretum is 
one of her favorite parts of the 
neighborhood, along with the 
“like-mindedness” of the people 
who live in the neighborhood.

“You can be just who you are, 
and you’re welcome here,” she 
said.

To register for Meyers’ webinar, 
which will be on Monday, March 
21 from 7 to 8pm visit eventbrite.
com/e/six-key-parenting-prac-
tices-for-raising-healthy-eat-
ers-registration-268593298787. 
For additional information, call 
781-355-7317.

Home is the Heart 
of Our Business

© Sotheby’s
 

International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC fully supports the 
principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. Sotheby’s International Realty 
and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered  service marks licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.

UNLIMITED SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY | 673 CENTRE STREET, JAMAICA PLAIN jprealestate.com

100 Montclair Ave - W. Roxbury
Offered at $900,000
3+ Bed, 2 Bath, 1850 Sq.Ft. 
April Nelson, 401.965.2812

Coming to Market March 15th
1 Bed, 1 Bath, 675 Sq.Ft. 
Josephine Tsui, 617.816.6900

76 Elm Street #118 - JP

Offered at $450,000
2 Bed, 1 Bath, 1015 Sq.Ft. 
Brilliant Places, 617.694.9759
Jess Ingram-Bee, 303.960.4154

304 Cummins Hwy #1 - Roslindale

2022

Offered at $469,000
2 Bed, 1 Bath, 747 Sq.Ft.
Boston Home Team, 617.249.4237

109 Sheridan Street #2 - JP

 JP dietician to host webinar; releasing new book in May

Stephanie Meyers.

Roslindale teen arrested in JP on gun charges

Raising A Reader MA works to close the childhood literacy gap by 
partnering with communities to provide caregivers resources and 
education to practice shared home reading habits.

Raising A Reader MA is hiring!
Full-time, bilingual PROGRAM MANAGER

Based in Chelsea, MA, with remote work flexibility
Join our team! Application details at 

raisingareaderma.org/careers
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B O S T O N ’ S  N E I G H B O R H O O D  B A N K ™

JP meet TCB

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield effective 2/25/22. Maximum balance $250,000. You need a minimum balance of $1,000 in the Certificate of Deposit (CD) account to open and obtain the disclosed APY. Annual Percentage Yield based on monthly compounding of interest. Rates are subject to change at any time without notice. 
Fees may reduce earnings. A penalty is imposed for early withdrawal from a certificate of deposit (CD) account. Personal deposits only. Opening deposit for must be funded with money not currently on deposit with The Cooperative Bank. Account must be open in person at the Jamaica Plain office. 

In addition to obtain the disclosed APY you must open your first new eLife** checking account in-person at The Cooperative Bank Jamaica Plain Branch.

SEE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF YOUR ACCOUNT DISCLOSURE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

** eLIFE CHECKING ACCOUNT: Minimum balance to open the account—You must deposit $10.00 to open this account. Requirements to avoid imposition of fees—A monthly maintenance fee of $10.00 will be imposed every statement cycle, unless the account is set-up for electronic statements (eStatements) and Direct 
Deposit. Transaction Charges—This account allows for 10 written checks at no cost per monthly statement cycle. All checks written above 10 will be charged $0.50 per check. Additional Information Regarding Your Account—Non-TCB ATM surcharges will be refunded monthly at the end of each statement cycle.
 

thecooperativebank.com

Open a 9-month CD with TCB 
in JP and earn 0.85% APY*

3531 Washington Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
857.203.9580

Come see what makes us Boston’s Neighborhood Bank ™

 The Armenian Women’s Wel-
fare Association (AWWA), anon-
profit health care organization 
dedicated to serving elders lo-
cally and internationally, and 
the sponsor organization of the 
Armenian Nursing & Rehabil-
itation Centerof Jamaica Plain  
announced an expanded senior 
leadership team at the top-rated 
skilled nursing center with the 
appointment of two experienced 
administrators: Greg Messina, 
Chief Operating Officer, and 
Jessica Brigham, Executive Di-
rector.

Messina and Brigham each 
bring more than a decade of 
health care experience to the 
83-bed, nonprofit provider of 
high-quality long-term care 
and short-term rehabilitation.  
Messina will guide the Arme-
nian Nursing & Rehabilitation 
Center’s strategic and planning 
initiatives, including the de-
velopment of new services and 
programs, oversight of financ-
es and collaboration with key 
health care partners.  Brigham 

will lead the day-to-day opera-
tions, including the clinical care 
of patients and residents, man-
agement of staff, and communi-
cation with families.

“With these important leader-
ship appointments and our con-
tinued commitment to strength-
en our programs, we are well 
positioned to grow our mission 
of providing high-quality, per-

son-centered care to the com-
munities we serve,” said Mar-
tha Mensoian, President of the 
AWWA Board of Directors.  “Greg 
and Jessica bring new ideas and 
a record of success in running a 
long-term care center, which will 
serve us well in these quickly 
evolving times.”

Messina previously served 
as a regional administrator 

for Whittier Health Network, 
a group of acute rehabilitation 
hospitals and subacute rehabil-
itation and nursing homes in 
Massachusetts.  Prior to becom-
ing a licensed nursing home ad-
ministrator, he had a career in 
business and marketing.  Mes-
sina earned a bachelor’s degree 
in history and an MBA from 
the University of Massachusetts 
Boston.

“I am thrilled to join a non-
profit organization with such a 
rich history in serving its ben-
eficiaries both locally and inter-
nationally, and a strong tradition 
of collaboration in health care 
with Boston’s world-renowned 
medical centers,” Messina said.  
“I look forward to bringing my 
experience in managing multi-
ple skilled nursing facilities and 
helping our team build toward 
the future.”

Brigham has served as the 
licensed nursing home adminis-
trator for several nursing homes 
in Greater Boston, most recently 
as executive director of Brighton 

House Rehabilitation & Nursing 
Center.  Prior to these leadership 
roles, she worked for many years 
as a nurse and nursing director 
in health care and in long-term 
care centers.  Brigham earned 
a bachelor’s degree in nursing 
from Simmons University in 
Boston and is a registered nurse.

“I am excited to return to a 
nonprofit health care setting and 
to guide the high quality care 
and services that the Armenian 
Nursing & Rehabilitation Cen-
ter is well known for providing,” 
said Brigham.  “As a nurse who 
has worked in many roles and 
settings during my career, I look 
forward to bringing my skills and 
experience in support of clinical 
programs during these highly 
complex times.”

The senior leadership appoint-
ments at the Armenian Nursing 
& Rehabilitation Center followed 
the recent retirement of Scott 
Ariel, the AWWA’s Chief Execu-
tive Officer, from a decades-long 

Armenian Women’s Welfare Association expands leadership team at its skilled nursing center

Greg Messina.Jessica Brigham.

Continued on page 13
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HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

 
HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

WOODWORKING CLASSES

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works
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LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

AASSBBEESSTTOOSS  AANNDD  MMOOLLDD

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD
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services here!
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services here!

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 
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ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
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• Fence installation
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  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701
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HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N 
HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

Woodworking 
class

No experience needed

Michael 
Keohane

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662
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By John Lynds

Three weeks after the city 
ended Boston’s “B Together” pol-
icy, which requires patrons and 
staff of certain indoor spaces to 
show proof of vaccination against 
COVID-19 would be lifted, new 
infections continue to level out 
or decline in Jamaica Plain and 
the rest of Boston. 

On Saturday, the city’s mask 
mandate for indoor spaces was 
also lifted and that move hasn’t 
led to an increase in cases thus 
far. 

According to the BPHC 12,478 
residents were tested citywide 
last week and 2.3 percent were 
COVID positive--this was a 36 
percent decrease from the 3.6 
percent that reportedly tested 
positive for the week ending on 
February 28. The weekly positive 
test rate has now decreased 50 

percent in Boston since Febru-
ary 21. 

The weekly report released 
Monday by the BPHC showed 
that 1,103 Jamaica Plain resi-
dents were tested and 2.4 percent 
were found to be positive--this 
was the same percentage that 
tested positive between February 
21 and February 28. 

Twenty six additional Jamaica 
Plain residents tested positive 
for the virus last week and the 
number of positive cases in-
creased to 7,380  overall since 
the start of the pandemic.

“Based on the data we have 
seen over the past weeks, we can 
remove some of the prevention 
and mitigation strategies that 
have been necessary to protect 
residents,” said BPHC Executive 
Director  Dr. Bisola Ojikutu . “I 
am optimistic about where our 
city is headed, and the Commis-

sion will continue to monitor 
our key metrics and adjust our 
policies accordingly.”  

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infec-
tion rates in each neighborhood. 
It also breaks down the number 
of cases by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 0.52 percent 
last week and went from  165,226 
cases to 166,087 confirmed since 
the start of the pandemic.  

There were 9 additional 
deaths in Boston from the vi-
rus in the past week and the 
total COVID deaths is now at 
1,727. Deaths decreased 57 per-
cent in Boston last week with 12 
less deaths compared to the 21 
deaths reported by the BPHC 
two weeks ago.

JP weekly COVID positive test remains the same

career in health care adminis-
tration, who was also serving as 
the interim administrator of the 
Armenian Nursing & Rehabilita-
tion Center.  The AWWA Board 
of Directors credited Ariel for 
his steady management, partic-
ularly navigating the challenges 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
for his overall dedication and 
service to the mission of the 
AWWA and the Center.

The Armenian Nursing & Re-
habilitation Center is an 83-bed, 
nonprofit skilled nursing center 
located at 431 Pond St., next to 
Larz Anderson Park, in Boston’s 
Jamaica Plain neighborhood.  
The Center offers long-term care 
with a person-centered approach 
in a highly skilled clinical set-
ting, as well as comprehensive 
post-acute care and rehabilita-

tion services including physical, 
occupational and speech ther-
apy.  The Center’s dedication 
to excellence has earned it an 
overall rating of high performing 
in “Best Nursing Homes” by U.S. 
News & World Report.

The Armenian Women’s Wel-
fare Association (AWWA) is a 
nonprofit membership organi-
zation dedicated to serving el-
ders locally and internationally 
through the sponsorship of elder 
service programs.  Founded in 
1915 and drawing on the rich 
history of the Armenian com-
munity, the AWWA operates 
the Armenian Nursing & Re-
habilitation Center in Boston 
and supports an elder clinic and 
outreach program that provides 
medical care, food, fuel assis-
tance and social support as well 
as visiting nurse services for 
the homebound to hundreds of 
elderly people who are alone in 
the Republic of Artsakh.

AWWA
Continued from page 11

Do You need to run a legal?
Don’t forget to check at the court to see if you qualify for a fee-waiver!

By Penny & ed CheruBino

Dogs’ tails are fascinating. You 
may think you know how they 
communicate with their tails, 
but subtle differences in tail po-
sition can make a difference. 
Here’s more about these expres-
sive and useful appendages.

Anatomy and Types of Tails
The Farmer’s Dog website de-

scribes the anatomy of a dog’s 
tail. “Canine tails are the last 
segment of the spine and are 
made up of as many as 23 ver-
tebrae that get progressively 
smaller from base to tip. The 
tail also includes muscles that 
enclose the bones, as well as 
tendons and nerves.”

Breed standards for dogs have 
precise information about the 
characteristics required for a 
proper tail. Beagles always have 
a white tip on their tails to help 
spot them in high grass. Huskies 
should have lush tails they can 
use to wrap around their face 
for warmth and protection when 

resting. Retrievers’ tails should 
be otter-like to serve as a rudder 
when swimming. Dogs also use 
their tails to help them balance.

There are also curly tails 
sported by breeds like the Shiba 
Inus and the variant found in 
Pugs and Frenchies, the cork-
screw tail. Greyhounds have 
whip tails. While a few breeds 
like the Pembroke Welsh Cor-
gi have a natural short stub of 
a tail, far too many dogs have 
had their tails docked purely for 
style. Fortunately, this practice is 
now illegal in many areas where 
it is considered animal cruelty.

Happy Tail Injuries
A dog’s tail can also alert you 

to a medical problem. Anytime 
you see your dog’s tail carried in 
an unusual position, do a bit of 
checking. It can signal something 
simple like an itchy hot spot on 
the skin to a more severe prob-
lem like a happy tail injury.

Dr. Marty Becker writing for 
VetStreet explains, “This type of 

injury occurs when a dog with 
an outgoing personality and a 
long tail repeatedly thwacks the 
tail against a hard surface such 
as a crate or wall. Really happy 
dogs — think Golden Retriev-
ers or Cavaliers — or dogs with 
thin, delicate skin, such as Grey-
hounds, wag so hard and fast 
that a bleeding ulcer can develop 
on the tip of the tail.” 

Talking Tails
A tail can say many things. 

To understand what the dog is 
communicating, you must look 
beyond the wag. Tail position, 
speed of the wag, and signals 
coming from elsewhere on the 
dog are all important. 

For example, a tail held high 
and still or with stiff, small wags 
is a sign of a dog on alert and 
perhaps even threatening. A 
tail tucked between the legs can 
signify a fearful or submissive 
dog. Low, slow wags signal a dog 
questioning and unsure. 

Feeling relaxed and secure, a 
dog holds their tail in its most 

natural position. Add a dose of 
happiness to that, and you’ll see 
a gentle wag. The return of a 
favorite person could bring on a 
mighty circular wag.

There are exceptions to these 
rules. For some breeds, like Grey-
hounds, a tail tucked between 
the legs is a natural position. A 
shepherd will know that a herd-
ing dog, like a Border Collie, is 
concentrating on the job when 
the tail is tucked between the 

legs, and a wagging tail means 
the dog is goofing off. 

The next time your dog is busy 
having a good sniff of the sur-
roundings, entertain yourself by 
spotting as many types of dog 
tails as you can and identifying 
what each is telling the people 
and other dogs in the area.

Do you have a question or topic 
for City Paws? Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your request.

City Paws

Puppy dog tails

Maggie bows to her play partner while furling the lovely 
feathers on her tail. Hugo is using his curled tail to help 
balance on three feet.
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Photos and story by sarah brink

Former federal housing at-
torney Miniard Culpepper an-
nounced his bid for the 2nd 
Suffolk State Senate seat that 
stretches from the South End 
of Boston to Jamaica Plain and 
Hyde Park.

The Roxbury lawyer vowed to 
use his office to expand afford-
able housing and homeowner-
ship opportunities, reduce crime 
and ensure the participation of 

marginalized communities in the 
transition to a green economy.

During a press conference in 
Grove Hall, the geographic cen-
ter of the district, Culpepper 
said his experience as a housing 
lawyer and an activist minister 
convinced him it was time to 
bring his advocacy and skills to 
the job of state senator.

“I am a lawyer who follows the 
law and a minister who follows 
the Lord,” said the long-time pas-
tor of the Pleasant Hill Mission-

ary Baptist Church in Roxbury. 
“Now it’s time to become a law-
maker who works for the people 
of the 2nd Suffolk District.”

Culpepper joined a Democrat-
ic primary race that already in-
cludes two Jamaica Plain state 
legislators -- Rep. Nika Elugardo 
and Rep. Liz Miranda. Former 
Sen. Dianne Wilkerson, is also 
weighing a candidacy. 

The Senate hopefuls are vying 
for the seat being vacated by 
Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz, who is 

running for governor.
Joined by several dozen sup-

porters on a cold and blustery 
day, Culpepper pointed to his 
work building housing, feeding 
families, encouraging vaccines 
and fighting youth violence as 
the hallmarks of a career spent 
on the front lines of urban strug-
gles.

“We love where we live,” he 
said. “By working together, we 
can lift the lives of those left 
behind – to house the home-
less, shelter the sick, comfort 
the afflicted, feed the hungry 
and provide a better day for all. I 
believe that by working together 
we can create the beloved com-
munity Dr. King so eloquently 
spoke about.”

Former colleagues at the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Ur-
ban development and several 
local pastors, including the Rev. 
Gregory Groover of the Charles 
Street AME Church, praised his 
efforts to combat housing bias 
and bring federal resources to 
improve affordable housing. 

Culpepper recently retired 
from HUD after spending 27 
years as its New England region-
al counsel.

A graduate of Brandeis Uni-
versity, he received a law degree 
from Suffolk University and a 
theology degree from Howard 
University. He worked for U.S. 
Rep. Cardiss Collins (D-Mich.), 
the one-time chair of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, on 
housing issues and played key 
voter education and turnout 
roles in the presidential cam-
paigns of U.S. Sen. Edward M. 
Kennedy, Bill Clinton, Barack 
Obama and Joe Biden.

He also traveled the country 
with U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
during her 2020 bid for the Dem-
ocratic nomination and worked 
on the campaigns of Congress-
woman Shirley Chisholm, U.S. 
Sen. Edward Brooke and a host 
of state and local officials.

Housing, he said at the an-
nouncement, is the greatest 
challenge facing residents of the 
majority-Black district. But he 
also cited a resurgence in youth 
crime and called for re-deploying 
the strategies used in the 1990s 

to reduce violence and fear.
“They called it ‘The Boston 

Miracle,’” he said. “But we know 
it wasn’t a miracle. It was just 
common sense. It was a matter of 
getting everyone to work togeth-
er – pastors and social workers, 
police and prosecutors, probation 
officers and school teachers, fed-
eral, state and city officials work-
ing in concert with a laser-like 
focus on keeping the peace.”

“There’s too much fear in our 
neighborhoods, too many of our 
friends and families hiding be-
hind drawn shades and locked 
doors. We can do something about 
it. I know what happened back 
in the 90s because I was there, 
working out my own church as 
well as with the pastors of the 
Ten Point Coalition. And we cre-
ated a model for the whole nation 
to follow.”

Culpepper said he would en-
sure full community participa-
tion in the hiring and contract 
opportunities arising from a 
recent federal $1.2 trillion in-
frastructure bill to repair roads 
and bridges and build green in-
frastructure.

“That money, for the first time 
in history, has been linked to 
verifiable spending metrics to 
advance the goals of economic 
and social justice for marginal-
ized communities,” he said. “But 
we need leaders who know how 
Washington works, who know 
how the State House works, who 
know how the tidal wave of fund-
ing is distributed and how to en-
sure that we get our fair share.”Combo Rates available!  
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REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES

  Tel: 617-524-0243
Cell: 617-438-1472

FayeSimonRealEstate.com
frmcsimon@hotmail.com

FAYE SIMON  
REAL ESTATE
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Faye  R. Simon
Real Estate Broker

Your Personal Real Estate Professional
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Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
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“I couldn’t have asked for a more efficient 
and stress free experience.  Randal and Erik 
made everything seem so easy.” Kathy B.
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REAL ESTATE

YOUR BUSINESS HERE

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

    McCormack & Scanlan Real Estate
68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Professional Real Estate Guidance.
Specializing in residential sales.

Estate Sales. Downsizing.

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

617.453.3620   focusre.compsum

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Give someone the gift of Vibrant 
Health, Harmony & Peace of Mind

Acupuncture helps with
Pain, Stress, Anxiety, Digestion 

Issues, Migraine, Insomnia, 
or just overall wellness!Rana Hamdan

Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957  

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            
Resonance-acupuncture.com                 
@resonanceacu

Gift Certificates Available

hello@res-acu.com

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      

929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            

resonance-acupuncture.com  

ACUPUNCTURE

Staff rePort

Mayor Michelle Wu on Feb. 
28 filed an Ordinance Regarding 
Targeted Residential Picketing, 
adding parameters to protect 
the health and well-being of 
residents in our neighborhoods 
against targeted harassment. 
Targeted residential picketing 
means picketing, protesting, or 
demonstrating, with or without 
signs or sound amplification, that 
is specifically directed towards a 
particular residence or one or 
more occupants of the residence, 
and which takes place before 
or about the targeted residence. 
The ordinance would restrict tar-
geted residential picketing only 

between the hours of 9:00pm 
and 9:00am, and would not af-
fect marches or protests passing 
through residential areas that 
are not targeted at a particular 
home.

“Boston has a strong legacy of 
activism, and it’s important to 
uphold and protect the ability to 
speak out and advocate fiercely 
to keep our democracy strong,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “But 
in a moment of divided national 
politics, we can’t normalize the 
harassment and hate spilling 
over into our communities. Bos-
ton must model not only bold, ur-
gent policies, but also inclusive, 
empowering politics.” 

“This ordinance will add to 

our existing laws to stop ha-
rassment of residents in their 
private homes, while respecting 
the right to protest,” said Acting 
Commissioner and Superinten-
dent-in-Chief Gregory P. Long. 
“People have a right to privacy 
and peace in their homes.” 

The City of Boston is com-
mitted to the First Amendment 
right to protest, while protecting 
residents’ privacy and the qual-
ity of residential life. Targeted 
residential picketing that occurs 
late at night or early in the morn-
ing increases the intrusion on 
the privacy and sanctity of the 
home, and is particularly ha-
rassing and detrimental to the 
sleep and well-being of families, 

including seniors and families 
with children.

The ordinance would protect 
any targeted residence, not just 
elected officials’ homes. The U.S. 
Supreme Court case that af-
firmed such protections, Frisby 
v. Schultz, upheld a local ordi-
nance in Wisconsin created after 
anti-abortion protesters consis-
tently targeted doctors who per-
formed abortions, by repeatedly 
picketing outside their homes. 
The framework proposed for Bos-
ton would restrict targeted res-
idential picketing only at night 
and in the early morning. The 
order will complement existing 
prohibitions against excessive 
noise, disturbing the peace, and 

blocking of streets and sidewalks 
through these clear guidelines 
around targeted residential pick-
eting.

“Public protests at people’s 
homes must have reasonable 
limits. These demonstrations 
are not only causing stress to 
the families of elected officials, 
it is also hurting their neighbors, 
many of whom are seniors, per-
sons with disabilities, veterans 
and young children,” said Boston 
City Council President Ed Flynn. 
“Now is the time to come togeth-
er as a city and country to treat 
each other with empathy, respect 
and dignity.”

Wu files ordinance regarding targeted residential picketing
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Peninah Hodin and her mother were walking home from 
Centre Street and chatting when Peninah suddenly stopped 
and said, “OMG, I’m dressed like that house!”

COLOR SCHEME

OPEN 8:00am to 8:30pm Tuesday - Sunday

Friendly Neighborhood Diner

154 Green St JP 02130 evergreeneateryjp.com617-477-9573

154 Green St. JP • 617-477-9573

VISIT US AND ENJOY!!!
Inside And Pod Patio Seating Available! 

Delivery available 3pm-8:30pm

All women over 40 should 
have a mammogram once 
a year. Breast cancer 
found early offers the best 
chance to be cured. Free 
or low cost mammograms 
are available. 

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®
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Mammograms Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a year. 
Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345Mammograms Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

Mammograms 
Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should 

have a mammogram once a 

year. Breast cancer found 

early offers the best chance 

to be cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 

For more information and 

answers to any of your cancer 

questions, contact us any time, 

day or night.

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org        1.800.ACS.2345

Hope.Progress.Answers.®
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Join these volunteers to help clean up the winter grunge in Franklin Park. This sprawling green space with woods, old stone 
ruins, and walking paths has collected a lot of litter over the winter months. The Franklin Park Coalition would love your help 
on Saturday morning, March 12 from 10am - Noon. All you need to bring is a pair of gloves that you can put in the wash in 
case they get dirty and yourself! Wear comfortable clothes and sneakers. Go to the Franklin Park website for more information.

PLEASE 
WRITE…

The Gazette welcomes letters 
to the  editor. Word limit: 500. 
Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one 

week before publication. 
Letters  may be emailed to let-

ters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. 
Please include address and tele-

phone number for verification 
purposes. Anonymous letters 
will not be published.  More 
information:  617-524-2626

Must be an Eversource Energy customer

QUESTIONS? Contact Erin: 
508-591-0230 or 
erin@RooflessSolar.com

SSUUPPPPOORRTT  CCLLEEAANN  EENNEERRGGYY
1100%%  SSaavviinnggss  GGuuaarraanntteeeedd

Must be an Eversource Energy customer

SIGN-UP TODAY
SPACE IS LIMITED

SSaavvee  mmoonneeyy  oonn  EEvveerrssoouurrccee
WWiitthh  CCoommmmuunniittyy  SSoollaarr!!

Save Money on Eversource 
with Community Solar!

FFRREEEE  PPrrooggrraamm!!

FFRREEEE  CCaanncceellllaattiioonn!!

As Seen In…                                                                  
Forbes, National Geographic, The New York Times, 
CBS, Fast Company, Bloomberg, USA Today

VISIT Boston.RooflessSolar.com to subscribe

CLEANING FRANKLIN PARK

Quality, Affordable Residential Care for Seniors 62+

NO entrance fee
income or asset

restrictions!

• Private bedrooms with full bath
• 24-hour personal care assistance
• Medication administration
• 3 Home-style meals daily
• Laundry and housekeeping services
• Leisure and wellness activities
• Lovely common areas
• 100% accessible

Since 1901

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain
www.MountPleasantHome.org

617-522-7600

A short story about 
a hard curve. 
And a home run. 

Carol Truncale’s story isn’t just about how
she prevailed through a severe childhood
case of scoliosis, or curvature of the spine.
It’s about what she did when she grew up. 

She became a nurse—a decision inspired
by the support and dedication she received
from her own medical team during her long
years of treatment and successful recovery.

Carol Truncale’s story leaves us with two
of the most contagious messages we know:
don’t give up, and remember to give back. If
Carol’s story inspires just one more person
to make a difference, then its telling here has
been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating 
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org



18 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   MARCH 11, 2022

Editorial op-Eds

PLEASE 
WRITE…

The Gazette welcomes 

letters to the  editor.

Word limit: 500. Dead-

line: Friday at 5 p.m. one 

week before publication. 

Letters  may be emailed 

to letters@JamaicaPlain-

Gazette.com. Please 

include address and 

telephone number for 

verification purposes. 

Anonymous letters will 

not be published.  More 

information:  

617-524-2626

Putin: Pure evil 
As regular readers of this column know, we do not view events in 

terms of “good vs. evil.”
Over the years, we have referred to tobacco companies, polluters, 

et als as greedy and despicable, but describing them as “evil-doers,” 
as former President George W. Bush did in referring to the plotters 
behind the 9/11 attacks, or labeling Iraq, Iran, and No. Korea as the 
“axis of evil,” as Bush did in his 2002 State of the Union speech, always 
struck us as an overly-simplistic way to refer to those with whom we 
disagree, a verbal short-cut to avoid trying to explain complex matters.

But sometimes words cannot be found to discuss events for which 
there is no rational explanation. The more we try, the more we realize 
that sometimes, words are nothing more than hollow, shallow, and 
meaningless keystrokes on our laptops.

The actions of Hitler and the Nazis before and during WWII fit 
into this category.

And so too, is the tragedy that is unfolding hour-by-hour in Ukraine, 
where the civilian population is being wiped out by the whims of a 
semi-mad and sociopathic 70 year-old dictator.

Evil -- pure “evil” -- is the only word that comes to mind when we 
think of Vladimir Putin.

That’s all we’ve got. But that says it all.

Energy relief is 
needed -- suspend the 

gasoline tax 
Other than a couple of on-air Fox TV personalities, the vast majority 

of Americans are outraged about the situation in Ukraine.
But there isn’t much that we in the U.S. can do about it directly, 

whether individually (unless we want to join the Ukrainian army) or 
collectively (unless we want to start a nuclear World War III).

Yes, the U.S. is working with other nations in supplying weapons 
and humanitarian aid to Ukraine. We also have imposed unprecedent-
ed and devastating economic sanctions upon Russia that already are 
wreaking havoc with the Russian economy.

But what has not been done is the big one: Shutting-off the spigot 
of Russian natural gas and oil, the means by which Putin is able to 
finance his war and his hold on the Russian people.

Congress is in the process of passing a bill that would ban the im-
port of Russian oil into this country. Apparently, we get seven percent 
of our oil from Russia. 

The Biden administration has been hesitant to do so because it 
fears that this would cause a huge spike in the price of gasoline, which 
would further fuel inflation.

However, we cannot offer platitudes to the Ukrainian people and 
talk about our commitment to democracy and peace if we are unwilling 
to make sacrifices ourselves.

Congress and the Biden administration can soften the effect upon 
average Americans of skyrocketing energy costs in a number of ways, 
either through direct payments to income-qualifying Americans or 
even subsidies to domestic energy producers, with the caveat that they 
need to increase production here in America. (In fact, our domestic oil 
producers are engaging in nothing less than crass war-profiteering 
by refusing to produce more oil and natural gas, which they easily 
can do and as they have done in the past, in order to flood the world 
market and bring prices down.)

The state and federal governments also can suspend the tax on 
gasoline. In California for example, the per-gallon state tax is 51 cents 
and the federal tax is 18 cents. Here in Mass., our state tax is 24 cents. 

If the world is to turn the tide against the Putin regime, we must 
be willing to make sacrifices on an individual level. If that means 
paying more for gasoline, then that’s what we have to do.

But governments can soften the blow upon average Americans of 
soaring energy costs, which will have ripple effects throughout the 
economy, and should take action to do so immediately.

Is Vladimir Putin the Devil?

The opinions expressed on these pages are not necessarily those of this newspaper.

Sandra Storey
Founder/Publisher Emerita 1990-2011

Lauren Bennett, Reporter
lauren@thebostonsun.com
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By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

There is nothing good to be 
said about the Devil. If you don’t 
believe me, check out Bible. Or, 
just turn on the television for a 
reporting of the evil he spreads 
throughout the world.  You will 
likely see his picture, Vladimir 
Putin, the President of Russia. 

Some people say they don’t be-
lieve in the existence of the Devil. 
I do, his name is Vladimir Putin. 

Look at the face of Putin. You 
will see the Devil. Look at his 
dark eerie eyes and his pointed 
ears. When he attempts to smile, 
you’ll notice his tongue rolls out 
like a serpent’s. His smile is never 
genuine but is always forced as he 
has no heart to produce any kind 
of a human gesture. The head 
of Putin is shaped like a Devil’s 
head. The one thing you’ll never 
see is his rear end because his 
long tail gives his identity away. 

The appearance of Putin un-
fortunately is not what gives his 
identity away. The lifelong actions 

of Putin give him away. He is the 
chief producer of the slaughter of 
hundreds of thousands of Ukrai-
nians and possibly millions before 
this invasion is over, if it’s ever 
over. Anyone who can take the 
lives of innocent people simply 
because he wants to control a 
particular part of the world is 
again, evil. 

Putin wants the Ukrainian 
people to live like Russia’s people 
and to control their lives, their 
government, what they do and 
where they go. He is our mod-
ern-day Adolph Hitler. There is 
nothing good to say about him. 

The Devil wants to control our 
lives. He wants to bring us down 
to where we are under his do-
minion. He wants our lives to be 
filled with darkness, hopelessness 
and bound to his wishes. We see 
this in everyday life. People are 
in slavery to addiction, greed, 
perversions, hatred, jealousy, de-
pression and more. We war within 
ourselves but our inward war 

often turns outward and impacts 
people around us. People kill peo-
ple. People hurt people. People 
maim others with words and at-
titudes and actions that often 
destroy themselves and others. 
This is the work of the Devil. He is 
about devouring and destroying. 
He often comes across as an angel 
of light. He pretends he wants us 
to be fulfilled by not being denied 
anything. This is how the serpent 
approached Eve in the Bible.  The 
Devil still uses this trick all the 
time and it still works much of 
the time. 

Is Putin the real literal Dev-
il? You judge for yourself or ask 
someone from Ukraine. 

Glenn Mollette is the publisher 
of Newburgh Press, Liberty Torch 
and various other publishing im-
prints; a national columnist –  
American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week In 
over 500 newspapers, websites and 
blogs across the United States.
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SERVICES

David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 617-
676-5676.

—— Classifieds ——

CLASSIFIED INFO:
Fax your ad to 617-524-3921 or mail it to Gazette 
Publications, Inc., PO. Box 301119, JP, MA 02130. 

Or email it to classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. For more info. call 617-524-2626, ext. 225.

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF

PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
A GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT
TO G.L. c. 190B,

§5-304
Docket No. 

SU21P2446GD
In the matter of: 
Ceferino Monzon

Of: Jamaica Plain, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated
Person
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested 
persons, a petition has 
been filed by Department 
of Correction of Jamaica 
Plain, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging 
that Ceferino Monzon is in 
need of a Guardian and re-
questing that Department 
of Correction of Jamaica 
Plain, MA (or some other 
person) be appointed as 
Guardian to serve on the 
bond.
The petition asks the court 
to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment 
of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with 
this court and may contain 
a request for certain 
specific authority. 
You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. If 
you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 
04/06/2022. This day is 
NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written 
appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
by the return date, action 
may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice 

to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and 
grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the 
return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 
right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person 
has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. 
If the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 22, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

3/11/22
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

ORDER OF 
COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT 
Docket No.

SU20P0676EA
Estate of:
Eleanor

Ballentine
Date of Death:
01/21/2020

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Christo-
pher Mark Gilmore of 
Sharon, MA requesting 
that the court enter a 
formal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including 

the allowance of a final 
account, and other such 
relief as may be requested 
in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to ob-
tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before 10:00 
a.m. on 04/07/2022.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to 
file a written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return date, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 03, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

3/11/22
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU21P2584EA

Estate of:
Loi Yee Mui

Date of Death:
11/14/2021

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has 

been filed by Barly Mui 
of Jamaica Plain, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Barly Mui of Jamaica 
Plain, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond un unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to ob-
tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/13/2022.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMIN-
ISTRATION UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC 
in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to 
file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administra-
tion.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 02, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate
3/11/22

JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION
NOTICE

Docket No.
SU21P2340EA

Estate of:
Raymond Moye
Date of Death:
April 16, 2019

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned 
estate by Petition of 
Petitioner Theresa M. Hom 
of Columbus,OH
Theresa M. Hom of 
Columbus, OH has been in-
formally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.
The estate is being 
administered under 
informal procedure by the 
Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from 
the Personal Represen-
tative and can petition 
the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to pe-
tition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.

3/11/22
JP

By Lauren Bennett

City Councilor Kendra Lara 
has been the District 6 City 
Councilor for about two months 
now, and the Gazette caught up 
with her to learn about what 
she’s been up to and what she’s 
working on.

“It’s been an incredible two 

months,” Lara said. “We’ve spent 
most of the time learning our 
way through City Hall” and has 
hired her staff. 

Lara has also filed a hearing 
order to talk about the resto-
ration of municipal voting rights 
for immigrants with legal status. 
Lara is also the chair of the 
Environmental Justice, Resilien-

cy & Parks and the Housing & 
Community Development com-
mittees.

“We’ve started a community 
process to develop a collective 
strategy for those committees for 
the next two years, which we’ll 
be unveiling soon,” she said.

Lara also recently delivered 
her maiden speech at City Hall 

Councilor Kendra Lara looks forward to the future
on March 2, entitled “Bring-
ing the Margins to the Center: 
Expanding the Electorate and 
Deepening Democracy.”

Lara said of her speech, “I 
feel great. I think that a lot of 
my inclination is to redistribute 
power from City Hall back to our 
constituents, deepening democ-
racy.”  

Looking towards the future, 
Lara said her office is working 
on “finalizing the strategy for 
the housing and environmental 
justice committee” as well as 
several hearing ordinances and 
orders with other City Council-

ors. She said that in this process, 
she “wants to be deliberate” and 
include as many voices as pos-
sible.”

She said that “as we finalize 
our strategies for our commit-
tees, I’ll definitely have more to 
talk about. Right now, we want 
to make sure we’re in community 
talking to all the right people.”

Any residents with questions, 
comments, or concerns should 
reach out to Councilor Lara’s 
Director of Constituent Services, 
My’Kel McMillen, at Corey.mc-
millen@boston.gov.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588
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Do You need to run a legal?
Don’t forget to check at the court to see 

if you qualify for a fee-waiver! 

Jamaica Plain resident Di-
ana Anderson, MD, M.Arch, a 
neurology instructor at Boston 
University School of Medicine 
(BUSM), has received an Alzhei-
mer’s Association Clinical Scien-
tist Fellowship. The three-year, 
$155,000.00 award will support 
her research project, “Health 
Outcomes of Transitional Space 
Design for Older Adults with 
Dementia.”

The goal of Anderson’s study 
is to gain a better understanding 
of how older adults access and 
engage with their surrounding 
environment at home and in 
their community (spaces such as 
parks, outdoor seating, etc.) and 
how that engagement may im-
pact social isolation, loneliness, 
mood, anxiety, cognitive function 
and behavior in older adults with 
and without Alzheimer’s disease 
and related dementias over time.

“For older adults who increas-
ingly stay in their homes, these 
spaces may allow ways of engag-
ing with the surrounding social 
landscape, promoting benefit and 
mitigating some of the effects of 
isolation,” explains Anderson, 
who also is a research fellow in 
geriatric neurology at the VA 

Boston Healthcare System.
Anderson is a board-certified 

healthcare architect and geria-
trician. As a “dochitect,” (doctor 
+ architect) she combines ed-
ucational and professional ex-
perience in both medicine and 
architecture. She has worked on 
hospital design projects globally 
and is widely published in archi-
tectural and medical journals 
and books. She is a frequent 
speaker about the impacts of 
healthcare design on patient 
outcomes, staff satisfaction and 
related topics.

Anderson received her bach-
elor of science in architecture 
and master of architecture de-
grees from McGill University in 
Montreal before pursuing her 
MD from the University of To-
ronto. She completed a residen-
cy in internal medical at New 
York-Presbyterian Hospital, Co-
lumbia University Irving Medi-
cal Center and a clinical geriatric 
fellowship at the University of 
California, San Francisco.

A past fellow at the Harvard 
Medical School Center for Bio-
ethics, she continues to explore 
space design and ethics, espe-
cially in the context of nursing 
homes and institutional living 
for older adults. Anderson fre-
quently speaks about the im-
pacts of healthcare design on 
patient outcomes, care delivery 
and related topics. She also is 
co-founder of the Clinicians for 
Design group, an international 
network of leaders that seeks to 
inspire and accelerate the design 
of environments and systems.

The Alzheimer’s Association 
was founded in 1980 by a group 
of family caregivers and individ-
uals who recognized the need for 
an organization that would unite 
caregivers, provide support to 
those facing Alzheimer’s and ad-
vance research into the disease.

BU researcher receives Alzheimer’s 
Association Fellowship to study 
older adults with dementia

Diana Anderson, MD, M.Arch.

angell.org | 350 South Huntington Ave | Boston, MA | 617-522-7282  

Angell Animal Medical Center’s 
compassionate team provides 
state-of-the-art care for your best 
friend. From wellness checkups to 
allergies, from cancer treatment to 
neurosurgery, our specialists work 
together to provide services tailored 
to your pet’s individual needs.

• 24/7 Emergency
 & Critical Care
• Anesthesiology
• Avian & Exotic
 Medicine
• Behavior
• Cardiology
• Dentistry
• Dermatology
• Diagnostic
 Imaging

• General Medicine
• Internal Medicine
• Neurology
• Oncology
• Ophthalmology
• Pathology
• Physical
 Rehabilitation
• Surgery

24/7 Emergency Vet Care  |  Weekend Appointments  |  Free On-site Parking

Quality vet care is right in your neighborhood.

We’re not kitten you!

THE RESIDENTIAL 

GROUP 
The Residential Group is 
proud to announce the 
addition of Sarah Carroll to 
our brokerage team as an 
Associate Partner. 

Sarah has been selling real 
estate in the Jamaica Plain, 
Greater Boston and Metro 
West markets for the past 15 
years, and has career sales 
eclipsing $200,000,000. 

Sarah can be reached at 
781-820-0280 or by emaiI at 
sarah@residentialgroup.com

16 Clarendon Street. Boston, MA 02116 I www.residentialgroup.com 

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

‘GORDO’ AND ‘PELUA’
Gordo and Pelua are a 6 year old pair looking for a 
home together. They are friendly, affectionate pups. While they 

adore their humans 
and each other, they 
need a home without 
other pets. They also 
need to be walked 
separately if they are 
going to pass other 
dogs because Gordo 
thinks he needs to 
protect his sister. 
They would love a 
home where they can 
soak up all the love 
for themselves!

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by 

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

www.buddydoghs.org

Public Action for Arts and Education’s (PAAE) first phase of a clothing drive was delivered to 
The St. France House for the Homeless in Boston. PAAE is asking its members and friends 
to help support the second phase of this worthwhile cause. We are in need of winter coats, 
warm jackets, and sweaters. Please contact St. Francis House or Public Action for Arts and 
Education at publicactionarts@gmail.com. Attending the first phase of PAAE’s kickoff drive 
is, from left to right, Shannon Steele (Development Dept.), Patrick Murray (Drive, Chairman), 
Leeroy Buissereth, Joseph Hill (Pres. of Public Action for Arts and Education), Maria Fallavollita 
(Clothing Supervisor).

HELPING THE HOMELESS
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