
By Dan Murphy

 Mayor Michelle Wu unveiled 
her administration’s first pro-
posed operating budget for the 
city – a recommended $3.99 bil-
lion for Fiscal ‘23  - last Wednes-
day, April 13.
 This represents new growth of 
$216 million or 5.7 percent over 
Fiscal ‘22, according to the city, 
while the Fiscal ‘23-‘27 Capital 
Plan, which Mayor Wu describes 
as a “moving target,” totals $3.6 
billion of neighborhood infra-
structure investments.
 Mayor Wu told a small group 
of reporters from neighborhood 
newspapers on hand for a Media 
Roundtable on Thursday, April 

14, in the Eagle Room at City 
Hall that the goal is to connect 
this money with the nearly $350 
in one-time federal funds re-
ceived through the 2021 Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act, which still 
remain unallocated, to help Bos-
ton reach its goal of becoming a 
Green New Deal City.
 “This is an unheard of amount 
of money for the city to have 
avail-able, and there are many 
needs, but we’re going to try to 
focus on a sig-nificant scale in 
a few key areas,” said Mayor 
Wu. “We have a chance to truly 
accelerate and go big.”
An unprecedented commit-

Staff report 

 After years of planning by the 
Stonybrook Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (SNA) and funding by 
SSG Development and Construc-
tion, the exterior walls of an Ex-
tra Space Storage facility at 141 
McBride Street in Jamaica Plain 
will be transformed into works of 
public art that celebrate the sur-
rounding community. Two areas 
of the building totaling 2,500 sq. 
ft. will be enhanced with new, 
vibrant murals by Boston-based 
artists Julia Csekö (in collabora-
tion with Eddie Maisonet) and 
Sharif Muhammad.
 The public is invited to cel-

ebrate the murals’ completion 
with the artists, Stonybrook 
neighbors, donors, and elected 
officials. The event will include 
artist talks, live music by Terri 
and Mark of “The Spots,” and 
refreshments from Burritos 
Pizzeria, JP Kitchen, and Third 
Cliff Bakery.The event will take 
place on Saturday, May 21 from 
12-2pm at Call Street Field on 
the corner of Call and McBride 
Streets in the Southwest Corri-
dor Park. 
 The competition entailed a 
5-month public call for entry pro-
cess, utilizing a jury of seven art 
professionals and JP communi-
ty representatives. Csekö and 

Muhammad’s winning proposals 
were selected out of a group of 
eight semifinalists, chosen out 
of an original pool of over 30 
applicants. Csekö’s design will 
be located on the east side of 
the building while Muhammad’s 
is on the northwest corner. The 
winners will each receive a cash 
prize of $5,000. Mural company 
Studio Fresh will complete the 
painting before the event.
 The murals are a result of SNA 
advocacy for a community benefit 
package associated with a Bos-
ton Planning and Development 
Agency (BPDA)-approved mixed-
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No shootings reported in JP this year

Ningún tiroteo en JP este año
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Event to celebrate new murals in JP set for May 21 

Mayor Wu unveils city’s 
proposed, nearly $4 billion 
operating budget for Fiscal ‘23

By Laura pLuMMer

 On Thursday, April 7, the Ja-
maica Plain branch of the Bos-
ton Police Department hosted 
its monthly virtual community 
relations meeting, where it was 
revealed that JP is one of only 
two districts that have not re-
ported shootings this year.
 The meeting is an opportu-
nity for members of the public 

to ask questions of local law en-
forcement. At every meeting, Sgt. 
John Dougherty provides year-to-
date crime statistics compiled by 
the Boston Regional Intelligence 
Center. One chart examines Part 
One crimes, the most serious in 
nature.
 Part One crime is up 3 percent 
across the city but is down 5 per-

By Laura pLuMMer

 El jueves 7 de abril, la sucurs-
al de Jamaica Plain del Depar-
tamento de Policía de Boston 
presentó su reunión mensual de 
relaciones comunitarias, donde 

se reveló que JP es uno de los 
dos únicos distritos que no han 
reportado un tiroteo este año.
 La reunión es una oportuni-
dad para que los miembros del 

Continued on page 2
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PHOTO BY DANA WOULFE OF STUDIO FRESH

Sharif Muhammad’s completed mural on the side of the Extra Space Storage building on 
McBride St., painted by Studio Fresh. Painting of artist Julia Csekö’s mural will commence in 
coming weeks.
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público hagan preguntas a la 
policía local. En cada reunión, el 
Sgto. John Dougherty comparte 
estadísticas delictivas hasta la 
fecha compiladas por el Cen-
tro Regional de Inteligencia de 
Boston. Un gráfico examina los 
delitos de la Parte Uno, los más 
graves.
 El crimen de la Parte Uno ha 

aumentado un 3 por ciento en 
toda la ciudad, pero ha bajado 
5 por ciento en Jamaica Plain. 
En lo que va del año, el bar-
rio reportó 168 delitos, frente 
a los 177 de 2021. Los distritos 
que experimentaron más deli-
tos fueron Brighton, Dorchester, 
Downtown, Hyde Park, Matta-
pan, South Boston, South End y 
West Roxbury. Los distritos que 
registraron menos delitos fueron 
East Boston, Charlestown y Rox-
bury.
 Los delitos de la Parte uno 

que experimentaron un aumento 
en Jamaica Plain en compara-
ción con 2021 fueron la violación, 
la agresión doméstica, el robo 
residencial y hurto de un vehí-
culo. Los delitos que vieron una 
disminución incluyen el atraco, 
la agresión no doméstica, el robo 
comercial, otro hurto y el robo de 
automóviles. La tasa de homicid-
ios (0) se mantuvo sin cambios.
 Otro gráfico mostró el número 
de tiroteos fatales y no fatales, 
los cuales se mantuvieron igual 
en la ciudad en comparación con 
el año pasado (34). Pero Jamaica 
Plain no representa ninguno de 
ellos. El único otro vecindario 
sin tiroteos este año es el South 
End. Dorchester y Roxbury ya 
tuvieron ocho tiroteos este año.

 La tasa de arrestos ha subido 
en la ciudad, del 40 por ciento de 
delitos denunciados que resul-
taron en arrestos a más del 44 
por ciento.
 “Nuestra misión es la vigilan-
cia comunitaria”, dijo el sargen-
to. Dougherty dijo en un correo 
electrónico a Gazette. “Todos son 
bienvenidos a contactarnos sobre 

cualquier incidente o problema 
de seguridad pública”.
 La reunión de relaciones con 
la policía y la comunidad es el 
primer jueves de cada mes a las 
6:30 p. m. en Zoom. La próxima 
reunión será el 5 de mayo. Se 
anima a asistir a todos los resi-
dentes interesados   en la seguri-
dad pública.

cent in Jamaica Plain. So far this 
year, the neighborhood report-
ed 168 crimes, down from 177 
in 2021. Districts that experi-
enced more crime were Brighton, 
Dorchester, Downtown, Hyde 
Park, Mattapan, South Boston, 
South End and West Roxbury. 
Districts that saw less crime 
were East Boston, Charlestown 
and Roxbury.
 Part One crimes that saw 
an uptick in Jamaica Plain 
compared to 2021 were rape, 
domestic assault, residential 
burglary, and larceny from a ve-
hicle. Crimes that saw a decrease 
include robbery, non-domestic 
assault, commercial burglary, 
other larceny and auto theft. 
The homicide rate (0) was un-
changed.
 Another graph showed the 

number of fatal and nonfatal 
shootings. Overall shootings 
remained the same in the city 
compared to last year (34), but 
Jamaica Plain accounts for none 
of those. The only other neigh-
borhood with no shootings this 
year is the South End. Dorches-
ter and Roxbury both had eight 
shootings this year.
 The arrest rate is up in the 
city, from 40 percent of reported 
crimes resulting in arrests to 
over  44 percent.
 “Our mission is community 
policing,” Sgt. Dougherty said 
in an email to the Gazette. “Ev-
eryone is welcome to contact us 
about any incidents or public 
safety issues.”
 The police and community 
relations meeting is on the first 
Thursday of the month at 6:30 
pm on Zoom. The next meeting 
will be on May 5. All residents 
interested in public safety are 
encouraged to attend.
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JP resident directs ‘Bravo Beethoven!’

Morrison’s 
Auto-Rite

Outstanding Service since 1969

617-522-4444
www.MorrisonsAutoRite.com

475 Centre St
Jamaica Plain on 
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convenient to the 
Orange Line

Call for an  
appointment

Spring Special
Oil, Filter & Lube, Rotate Tires, Inspect Brakes, Suspension, 

Cooling System, Exhaust and Check Air Conditioning  
Performance for the Warm Weather

Most cars & light trucks. Please present this 
advertisement at time of check-in. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 6/1/10

Only $59.95
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 Music lovers will not want to 
miss Dedham Choral Society’s 
live concert on Friday, May 6, at 
8:00 p.m. at Holy Name Church, 
1689 Center St., West Roxbury.  
 Originally scheduled for spring 
2020, “Bravo Beethoven!” was to 
celebrate the musical genius’s 
250th birthday, but alas! Covid-19 
caused its cancellation.  Under the 
baton of longtime director Jona-
than Barnhart of Jamaica Plains 
and rehearsal pianist Julia Scott 
Carey, the DCS chorus, ac-compa-
nied by soloists Katrina Holden 
(soprano), Caroline Olsen (mezzo 
soprano), Brendan Buckley (ten-
or), Ulysses Thomas (bass-bari-
tone), and a full orchestra, will 
perform the concert in celebration 
of the composer’s 252nd birthday. 
The main composition is the Mass 
in C Major, Opus 86. Two smaller 
works, the first movement of the 
“Moonlight” Sonata (arranged by 
a Beethoven con-temporary) and 
the rarely performed “Calm Sea 

and Prosperous Voyage” open the 
program.
 Fifty choral members from 20 
communities in greater Boston 
have been rehearsing in-person 
since February for this concert. 
DCS prides itself on being a 
“musical family,” not only by 
performing great choral works 
together, but also by fostering 
a supportive network of social 
relationships that value both 
long-term members of our in-
ter-generational ensemble and 
new singers. To inquire about an 
audition for next season, please 
email DCSAud4@gmail.com. For 
general information see website: 
www.dedhamchoral.org.
 Concert tickets are limited. 
They may be purchased from 
any DCS member or at the door, 
subject to capacity restrictions. 
Adults-$35 / Seniors-$30 / Stu-
dents-$20 / Children-$5 (ages 
5-12). Audience members are 
required to wear masks at all 
times.  
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 Olmsted Now, Emerald Neck-
lace Conservancy, Frederick Law 
Olmsted National Historic Site 
(Fairsted) and Friends of Fairst-
ed  are partnering with Olmsted 
2022 and Friends of Jamaica Pond 
to expand their annual tradition 
marking Frederick Law Olmst-
ed’s birthday on April 26 with the 
Jamaica Pond community.
 America’s great place-maker 
Frederick Law Olmsted—who 
created the field of landscape 
ar-chitecture and the Emerald 
Necklace park system—turns 
200 in 2022. Join us at Jamaica 
Pond, the geographic heart of 
the Emerald Necklace, to kick-
off Olmsted’s bicentennial and 
honor his legacy values of shared 
use, shared health and shared 

power in parks and public space. 
Enjoy treats, toasts and local 
legend Gerry Wright, founder of 
Olmsted 2022, portray-ing the 
man himself! Olmsted 2022 will 
recognize and spotlight awardees 
for their leadership in parks ac-
cess and advocacy. Proclama-
tions about this day in history 
will precede a sunset toast to 
an upcoming season of Olmsted 
Now bicentennial events, April 
through October. The growing 
list of activities will be accessible 
with each fresh-baked sweet pro-
vided by Jamaica Plain’s Mon-
umental Market until supplies 
run out. This event is free and 
open to the public.
 The event will take place at 
the Jamaica Pond Boathouse, 
507 Jamaicaway in Jamai-
ca Plain, on Tuesday, April 26 
from 6:30-7:30pm. The rain date 
is April 27. This event is free 
and open to the public, however 

RSVP is recommended at www.
emeraldnecklace.org/event/olm-
sted-bicentennial//.
 Additionally, Olmsted 2022 
annually recognizes local lead-
ers for their parks access and 
advo-cacy work and will publicly 
recognize recent awardees:
• Patrice Kish, Chief of Design 
and Engineering, Department 
of Conservation and Recreation
• Kent Jackson, Director of Ed-
ucation, Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy
 For the bicentennial year, 
Olmsted 2022 spotlights prior 
awardees whose empowerment 
work exemplifies the themes of 
the Olmsted Now Bicentennial:  
 Carol Miranda, Director, 
Community Connections Coali-
tion/Tree of Life/Arbol de Vida 
Corey Stallings, Program Direc-
tor, South Street Youth Center.

Frederick Law Olmsted’s 
200th Birthday celebration
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 Community Servings, a non-
profit provider of medically tai-
lored meals and nutrition ser-
vices to individuals and families 
in Massachusetts experiencing 
critical and chronic illnesses, on 
April 11 launched its annual 
Mother’s Day fundraiser, Meals-
4Moms, in partnership with Mc-
Crea’s Candies of Boston.
 Gift givers can send mom a 
box of handcrafted caramels – 
available in two sizes, 40 pieces 

for $65 or 80 pieces for $95 – 
with a Lake Champlain choco-
late heart nestled within the box.  
Each purchase is a donation that 
will support a local mom with 
the nutritious food they need 
to maintain and improve their 
health.

 The gift includes a card de-
signed by local artist Susy Pil-
grim Waters inscribed with a 
personalized message.  Support-
ers can also choose to send just a 
card for a $30 donation. 
 In addition to McCrea’s 
Candies and Pilgrim Waters 

Design, Meals4Moms is 
sponsored by Gold Star 
Studios and Franklin 
Printing.
 For more information 
and to purchase a gift, 
visit www.servings.org/
meals4moms.

Community Servings’ Meals4Moms fundraiser benefits mothers in need

COURTESY PHOTO 

Community Servings is feeding chronically and critically ill mothers with the help of 
its Mother’s Day fundraiser – Meals4Moms. Boxes of 40 or 80 handcrafted caramels 
from McCrea’s Candies accompanied by a specially designed card (pictured) can be 
purchased for the special mother in your life online at www.servings.org/meals4moms. 

News Briefs 
REGISTRATION OPEN 
FOR BOSTON PARKS 
SUMMER SPORTS 
CENTERS
 The Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department is pleased 
to announce that registration 
is now open for Summer Sports 
Centers at White Stadium in 
Franklin Park, Almont Park in 

Mattapan, East Boston Memo-
rial Stadium in East Boston, 
Garvey Playground in Dorches-
ter, and Medal of Honor Park in 
South Boston. For more informa-
tion or to register online please 
visit boston.gov/sports.
 The Sports Centers offer free 
summer camp alternatives to Bos-
ton youth who might otherwise 
have no opportunity to attend 

such programming. Each location 
offers instruction in several pop-
ular sports from July 5 through 
August 19. All Summer Sports 
Centers are offered free of charge 
to Boston residents and open to 
children ages 7 to 14. Parents may 
register their children for just one 
week or the entire summer. 
2022 Sports Center locations:
 • Roxbury/Jamaica Plain 

Sports Center
 • White Stadium
450 Walnut Ave
 • Franklin Park
 Please note that lunch will be 
provided but participants must 
provide their own transporta-
tion. Pre-registration is required 
for both groups and individuals.

CITY’S OPEN SPACE 
PLAN SURVEY  
NOW ONLINE
 How well is Boston’s park 
system working for you? What 
improvements do we need to 
make over the next seven years? 
 To make sure the City of Bos-

Continued on page 7
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B O S T O N ’ S  N E I G H B O R H O O D  B A N K ™

JP meet TCB

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield effective 2/25/22. Maximum balance $250,000. You need a minimum balance of $1,000 in the Certificate of Deposit (CD) account to open and obtain the disclosed APY. Annual Percentage Yield based on monthly compounding of interest. Rates are subject to change at any time without notice. 
Fees may reduce earnings. A penalty is imposed for early withdrawal from a certificate of deposit (CD) account. Personal deposits only. Opening deposit for must be funded with money not currently on deposit with The Cooperative Bank. Account must be open in person at the Jamaica Plain office. 

In addition to obtain the disclosed APY you must open your first new eLife** checking account in-person at The Cooperative Bank Jamaica Plain Branch.

SEE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF YOUR ACCOUNT DISCLOSURE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

** eLIFE CHECKING ACCOUNT: Minimum balance to open the account—You must deposit $10.00 to open this account. Requirements to avoid imposition of fees—A monthly maintenance fee of $10.00 will be imposed every statement cycle, unless the account is set-up for electronic statements (eStatements) and Direct 
Deposit. Transaction Charges—This account allows for 10 written checks at no cost per monthly statement cycle. All checks written above 10 will be charged $0.50 per check. Additional Information Regarding Your Account—Non-TCB ATM surcharges will be refunded monthly at the end of each statement cycle.
 

thecooperativebank.com

Open a 9-month CD with TCB 
in JP and earn 0.85% APY*

3531 Washington Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
857.203.9580

Come see what makes us Boston’s Neighborhood Bank ™

PHOTOS BY DEBORAH J. KARSON

Many friends, neighbors, and supporters came out to Cada Dia Mini Cafe on Burroughs St. on March 19 for JP Centre/South Main Street’s firdt Uplift JP event.

JP Centre/South Main Streets supports 
BIPOC-owned businesses with Uplift JP

Staff RepoRt

 JP Centre/South Main Streets 
presents Uplift JP – a monthly 

rally at BIPOC-owned business-
es in Jamaica Plain to promote 
racial equity and justice. Follow-
ing the success of the March rally 

at Cada Dia Mini Café, the next 
Uplift JP event will be at Nickls 
& Dimes at 668 Centre St. on 
Saturday, April 23 from 12-2pm. 

A fashion show will begin at 1pm.
 Nckls & Dimes is an urban 
clothing company located on 
Centre Street in Jamaica Plain, 

with a focus on one-of-a-kind 
affordable attire for fashion-for-

Continued on page 5
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COVID-19 Vaccine for Kids: 
What You Need to Know
The COVID-19 vaccine is an important  
tool to keep kids safe from COVID-19. 

Talk with your child’s doctor  
and learn more at  
mass.gov/CovidVaccineKids

Vaccines are available for free for everyone 5 and older. 

Some kids may still get COVID after getting the vaccine, 
but being vaccinated reduces their risk of severe illness.

Kids may have side effects like a sore arm, achy 
muscles, and tiredness that can last a day or two.  

Children who get the COVID vaccine are extremely 
unlikely to experience any serious problems.  

COVID-19 Vaccine for Kids: 
What You Need to Know
The COVID-19 vaccine is an important  
tool to keep kids safe from COVID-19. 

Talk with your child’s doctor  
and learn more at  
mass.gov/CovidVaccineKids

Vaccines are available for free for everyone 5 and older. 

Some kids may still get COVID after getting the vaccine, 
but being vaccinated reduces their risk of severe illness.

Kids may have side effects like a sore arm, achy 
muscles, and tiredness that can last a day or two.  

Children who get the COVID vaccine are extremely 
unlikely to experience any serious problems.  

Aliesha Porcena, Director of Small Business Development for the City of Boston; Nicole Gunn; 
Segun Idowu, Chief of Economic Opportunity & Inclusion, City of Boston; and Councilor-At-
Large Ruthzee Louijeune. 

Nicole Gunn (left), owner of Cada Dia Mini Cafe, and Councilor 
Julia Mejia (right).

ward people of all ages! Come out 
to show love for Nckls & Dimes 
and check out new attire, includ-
ing original pieces, t-shirts, and 
hoodies.
 • Fashion show takes over 
the City Feed & Supply parklet 

at 1pm.
 • Wine Tasting featur-
ing Montfleur Duvin — Haitian 
Born, Family Inspired — a local 
wine company owned by Abner 
Montfleury, a first generation 
Haitian-American.
 • Nckls & Dimes owner Brie 
Pullum will be serving her signa-
ture cookies from her business, 
The Cookie Don — chocolate chip 

Uplift
Continued from page 4

and oatmeal raisin cookies!
 • Raffle to win a door prize!
 JP Centre/South Main Streets 
seeks to lift up businesses with 
positivity, love, inclusion, equi-

ty, and justice. The organization 
invites the entire Jamaica Plain 
community to support, to talk, to 
ask questions, to learn more, and 
to voice your opinions. JP Centre/

South Main Streets encourages 
you to join us and contribute to 
racial justice in Jamaica Plain. 
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use development at Washington, 
McBride and Burnett Streets. 
Other benefits include the Bur-
nett Street Community Garden 
and Park, Extra Space Storage’s 
community meeting room, and an 
expansion of the abutting South-
west Corridor Park. 

Information about the  
mural artists:

 Julia Csekö was born in Col-
orado and grew up in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. In 2010, she 
moved to Boston, Massachusetts 

to pursue an MFA at the School 
of the Museum of Fine Arts at 
Tufts University. In 2022 she 

was the recipient of a Create the 
Vote MassCreative Fellowship, a 
Somerville Arts Council Project 
Grant, and the Somerville Muse-
um Community Curator grant. 
In 2021, Csekö was an Artist 
in Residence at the Umbrella 
Center for the Arts, and received 
a Somerville Arts Council Fel-
lowship. She was also an Emer-
son College 2020 Visiting Art-
ist. Her work gravitates around 
conversations and experiments 
grounded on a paradigm shift 
from competitive to collaborative 
mindset in social actions and 
interactions. 
 Eddie Maisonet was born in 
and grew up in Boston. He holds 
a BA in Psychology from Smith 
College and was awarded an art-
ist residency with The Theater 

Offensive in 2017 and 2019. His 
2019 collaborative project, Nar-
ratives of Home, is a response to 
the question of the unique ways 
gentrification impacts our com-
munities. Maisonet has forged 
important relationships with 
community builders who con-
tinue to organize and care for its 
members. 
 Websites: www.juliacseko.
com, www.eddiemaisonet.net
Instagram: @csekojulia, @eddi-
emstoryteller
 Sharif Muhammad holds a 
B.A. in Graphic Design from 
UMass Amherst and a M.Ed. in 
Instructional Technology from 
Bridgewater State University. 
He has taught at Boston Day 
& Evening Academy since 2002. 
2021 was a breakout year for 
Muhammad. In addition to being 
chosen for this mural project, 
and other juried shows and ex-
hibits around Boston, he was 
featured in the Boston Globe, 
Christian Science Monitor, and 
on the cover of Art New England 
magazine. Muhammad also re-
ceived the Boston Celtics’ 2021 

Heroes Among Us Award, and in 
January of 2022 he was featured 
on WCVB-TV’s Chronicle. With 
a primary focus on digital art, 
Muhammad’s artistic purpose is 
to represent, empower, uplift, glo-
rify, and give voice to black and 
brown people. He uses his art to 
unpack the spectrum of complex 
feelings derived from the history 
and experiences of people of color. 
 Website: www.sharifmuham-
mad.com
Instagram: @sharif_the_artist

336 WASHiNGTON ST DORCHESTER
4CORNERSYOGAWELLNESS.COM

4006 WASHiNGTON ST, ROSLiNDALE
WWW.FiT4LiFEMOVEMENT.COM

Our vision is to 
provide a total 
holistic wellness 
solution for the 

community.  We offer 
yoga, reflexology, 

reiki, mediation and 
massages.

We are an inclusive 
environment where all body 
types, fitness levels, and 
wellness goals are united.  
The Fit4life Movement is a 
family made up of people 
who understand that 
wellness is much bigger 

than just exercise, rather 
it’s a Whole-body Wellness 

Movement!

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert

C: 617.447.5350
O: 617.266.5200

Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

GABRIELLE BARON

Mural
Continued from page 1

PHOTO BY DANA WOULFE OF STUDIO FRESH

Josh Falk of Studio Fresh on a lift painting Sharif Muhammad’s 
mural on the side of the Extra Space storage building. 

PHOTO BY JENNIFER UHRHANE

Dana Woulfe and Josh Falk of Studio Fresh work to paint a 
mural designed by artist Sharif Muhammad on the side of the 
Extra Space Storage building on McBride St. The image of the 
mural was projected onto the building to guide the painters.

PHOTO BY HARRY CHAVERIAT

Sharif Muhammad’s mural, 
partially complete.

PHOTO BY SHARIF MUHAMMAD

Dana Woulfe and Josh Falk of Studio Fresh making progress 
on the mural.
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ton’s park system reflects the 
needs of all residents, the Boston 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment has released an online sur-
vey questionnaire as part of its 
update to Boston’s Open Space 
and Recreation Plan. The survey 
is available in eleven languages 
at boston.gov/open-space.  The 
survey link will be available un-
til the end of May, 2022.
Mayor Michelle Wu understands 
the importance of residents’ 
feedback when evaluating  open 
space, the built environment, and 
balanced development. The pub-
lic’s responses to this five-minute 
survey will help the City of Bos-
ton improve the way parks are 

programmed, permitted, main-
tained, and designed. Park users 
and open space advocates are 
encouraged to share the survey 
with friends and neighbors to 
help gather input from residents 
throughout the city.
The Open Space and Recreation 
Plan considers all public open 
space regardless of ownership, 
including natural areas, ur-
ban wilds, community gardens, 
cemeteries, greenways, trails, 
parkways, and harbor islands, 
as well as the traditional parks, 
playgrounds, and squares. It 
examines service delivery, park 
access, distribution of facilities, 
and demographics to understand 

whether the open space system is 
serving people equitably. 
Survey input will help us un-
derstand where we need to in-
vest our resources in the years 
to come. Additional informa-
tion about the Open Space and 
Recreation Plan update can be 
found at boston.gov/open-space. 
Comments or questions can be 
directed to: openspaceplan22@
boston.gov.

JPHS HOSTS SERIES 
CONFRONTING  
RACIAL INJUSTICE
 We are very happy to co-spon-
sor the Confronting Racial In-
justice series again this year. 
Developed by the Northeastern 
University School of Law Crimi-
nal Justice Task Force, it is a free 
series hosted by the Massachu-
setts Historical Society. This year 

the focus is on Asian-Americans 
and the first event Confronting 
Economic Injustice: The Story of 
Parcel C is on Thursday, April 28, 
6:00 p.m. The second event is on 
Thursday, May 26, 6:00 p.m. and 
is entitled Confronting Racial 
Injustice: Rising Asian American 
Political Power. The panel will 
feature Boston Mayor, Michelle 
Wu. These are online events, free 
but registration is required.

EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


617-524-4505

See us on yelp.com

Arborway Auto Service CenterArborway Auto Service Center
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Conveniently located one block from 
Forest Hills T station, 207 South St., Jamaica Plain

State Inspections No Appointment needed. 
8:30am to 4:30pm Mon thru Friday. 

News Briefs Continued from page 3

ment of $380 million is being 
made to housing affordability 
via the city’s operating budget 
while around $206 million of 
the $350 million in unallocated 
AARP funds will be focused on 
creating affordable housing and 
assistance for first-generation 
home-buyers, as well as updating 
public housing units. (The AARP 
funds that the city is receiving 
must be accounted for by 2024 
and spent by 2026.)
This comes in response to what  
was heard during listening ses-
sions held in neighborhoods 
across the city, said Mayor Wu, 
as well from re-spondents who 
participated in the city’s online 

survey.
 Also, about $34 million is 
earmarked for economic oppor-
tunity and inclusion: to grow 
BIPOC-owned businesses, to 
further invest in Main Street 
business districts, to expand tu-
ition-free community college and 
workforce training programs, 
and to create a commercial rent-
al rebate program to support 
small business recovery and 
build wealth in Boston neigh-
borhoods.
 Another around $31.5 million 
is earmarked for climate-focused 
in-vestments, including expand-
ing the Green Youth Jobs pro-
gram, creating walking and bik-
ing infrastructure, growing and 
preserving the city’s ur-ban tree 
canopy, strengthening local food 
systems, and supporting elec-tri-

fication of the city’s vehicle and 
school bus fleet.
 Climate-resiliency measures 
will be also incorporated into 
many city projects, said Mayor 
Wu, such as the $10 million al-
located for Ryan Playground in 
Charlestown, which will incorpo-
rate design elements to combat 
sea-level rise.
 Despite proposing an approx-
imately 1 percent cut to the Bos-
ton Police Department’s budget 
from just under $400 million in 
Fiscal ‘22 to about $396 million 
in Fiscal ’23, Mayor Wu said 
there would be more officers on 
the street in the coming year, 
with two recruit classes of about 
130 each, as well as the cadet 
program, together expected to 
ex-ceed officer who are retiring 
or otherwise are expected to be 

lost to attri-tion.
According to a statement from 
the city, “Mayor Wu is committed 
to ensuring the City workforce 
reflects Boston’s neighborhoods 
and the residents we serve, in-
cluding our public safety agen-
cies. Our administra-tion is 
working to break down barriers 
to expand opportunities for wom-
en and people of color to join 
our Police Department and every 
depart-ment in city government. 
The budget proposed by Mayor 
Wu includes an expansion of the 
cadet program to 90 cadets from 
60 in order to pro-mote diversity 
within the force. It also includes 
two police recruit classes that 
will help maintain appropriate 
staffing levels and diversify 
the City's police force as well 
as $500,000 for a public safety 

staffing study to en-sure public 
safety resources are allocated ap-
propriately throughout the City’s 
neighborhoods."
 Meanwhile, Boston received 
AAA bond ratings from both rat-
ing agencies for the eighth year 
in a row last month.
 “Boston is in such sound fiscal 
shape, and we weathered the 
pandemic very well,” said Mayor 
Wu, as opposed to some other 
cities that are using the federal 
funds they receive  to “fill holes” 
in their budget, or to hire back 
their furloughed employees.
 With the passage of Ballot 
Question 1 in last Nov. 2’s elec-
tion, the city’s operating budget 
now goes to the City Council, 
where it must garner support 
from two-thirds of the councilors 
before it can go into effect July 1.

Budget
Continued from page 1
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HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

WOODWORKING CLASSES

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

AASSBBEESSTTOOSS  AANNDD  MMOOLLDD

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  
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Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
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ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured
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CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701
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GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com
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781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!
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Woodworking 
class

No experience needed

Michael 
Keohane

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and 
odd job services. 

20+ years of experience.
Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

LANDSCAPING
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 Everyone who understands 
the importance of preserving 
and enhancing the number and 
well-being of all trees in Boston 
can be especially happy today, 
Earth Day, April 22. This year’s 
Earth Day theme is, appropriate-
ly, “Invest in Our Planet.” 
 A draft Boston Urban Forest 
Plan (UFP) released recently by 
the Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department (BPRD) is set to be 
finalized in late spring or early 
summer, after further input is 
considered.
 The introduction to the draft 
plan asks: “Why now?” And an-
swers: “Because Boston is grow-
ing and changing; to address 
equity and environmental justice 
issues;” and “to mitigate climate 
change impacts.” 
 Another good reason for Bos-
ton forest planning now was 
added on April 13, when Mayor 
Michelle Wu proposed that $31 
million in American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funds allocated to 
Boston go to “climate focused 
investments” including “growing 
and preserving our urban tree 
canopy.” 
 The draft UFP calls for ex-
panding urban forest now and 
for 20 years into the future. 
Devised in a planning process 
whose first meeting was in July, 
2021—the draft defines Boston’s 
forest as every tree in the city. 
Just as it doesn’t leave out any 
kind or size or location, it looks 
at all aspects of managing the 
forest on every type of land, no 
matter who owns or manages it. 
 The UFP process is being 
carried out through an equi-
ty-centered Community Adviso-
ry Board (CAB) made up of mem-
bers of three groups: an Equity 
Council, an Intergovernmental 
Working Group and Collaborat-
ing Partners, with a total CAB 
membership of more than 60 
people. A team of six consultant 
groups assisted in the planning. 
BPRD staffer Maggie Owens is 
the UFP project manager.
 On March 14, a large crowd 
attended an hour-and-a-half vir-
tual “open house” presentation of 
the draft Boston UFP.
 Throughout the CAB work-
shops and planning process, 
equity has been emphasized, 
with special attention to peo-
ple, grassroots organizations, 

and neighborhoods with fewer 
trees in “historically excluded 
and marginalized communities.” 
Neighborhoods that were red-
lined by banks in the past are 
one example of such “socially 
vulnerable” communities.
 A tree protection ordinance—
supported in principle by the 
draft UFP—was endorsed by ev-
ery Boston City Councilor after 
Councilor Ricardo Arroyo put 
forward an example of such an 
ordinance last August. Plans call 
for considering the ordinance 
in working sessions of the City 
Council Committee on Govern-
ment Operations after the final 
UFP is published, according to 
Arroyo’s office. 
 The third CAB workshop on 
October, 21, 2021, discussed tree 
protection regulations, among 
other topics. Consultant Jenny 
Gulick of Urban Canopy Works, 
LLC described tree protection 
regulations in general and pre-
sented example laws from Bos-
ton “peer cities” Atlanta, Austin, 
and Seattle.
 In an online poll of attend-
ees—a device used frequently 
in the process—85 percent of 39 
voting CAB members said they 
believe “the existing tree protec-
tion regulations [here] need to be 
strengthened.” 
 Regarding regulating tree 
removal on private property, 54 
percent said it should happen 
“in all instances,” and 38 percent 
said “just during land develop-
ment or construction projects.” 
Three percent were unsure, and 
none said tree removal on pri-
vate property shouldn’t be regu-
lated at all.
 The CAB looked at facts—in-
cluding related general data—
and information about our forest, 
did analysis and discussion, and 
crafted draft goals that were 
presented in the 62-pages of UFP 
materials on March 14.
 About 60 percent of the trees 
in Boston are on private land, 
and 40 percent are on public. The 
city counted 38,273 street trees 
when doing its first inventory 
last year. They don’t know the 
numbers or kinds of others or 
the total number of all trees.
 A green canopy made up of 
branches and leaves—another 
standard way to measure the 
presence of trees—covers about 

27 percent of the city. Coinci-
dentally, in 2021 the Center for 
Watershed Protection reported 
that 27 percent is the average 
coverage for urban areas in the 
US. 
 Boston is fortunate to have a 
moderately good variety of street 
tree species, which indicates re-
silience, according to the UFP 
materials. Some trees will do 
better with climate change than 
others. The rule of thumb is that 
no species should comprise more 
than 10 percent of the trees.
 Boston has many more 
“young” and “establishing” street 
trees than it has “maturing” and 
“mature” ones (only about 17 
percent of total). Mature trees 
produce the most benefits.
 Trees are valuable, the ma-
terials say, for: cultural reasons, 
lowering heat in summer, pro-
viding better air quality due to 
lower temperatures, providing 
stormwater capture and wildlife 
habitat.
 In addition, though not stated 
in the draft, studies by Boston 
University (2021) and the US 
Department of Agriculture For-

est Service, Northeastern Re-
search Station (2002), among 
many others, show, to quote the 
USDA study, “…urban forests 
can play a critical role in help-
ing combat increasing levels of 
atmospheric carbon dioxide,” a 
major cause of harmful global 
warming.
 Challenges and threats to 
forest included: degree of tree 
protection offered; space for 
tree growth; determining who 
takes care of trees; how many 
are protected or planted; skills 
and resources to take care of 
them; exposure to stressors such 
as dog waste, underground in-
frastructure; people’s feet; land 
use challenges; storms; floods, 
droughts, temperature swings; 
soil compaction, vandalism, and 
pests.
 Jamaica Plain tops the list 
of Boston “green neighborhoods” 
with 44 percent coverage by 
trees. Given that JP is a penin-
sula nearly surrounded by large 
green spaces with the Southwest 
Corridor Park running through 
it—not to mention smaller parks 
and lots of private land with 

trees on the green space map—
it’s no wonder.
 Fortunately for JP and for 
mature trees around the city, 
a large part of the UFP deals 
with caring for and preserving 
existing trees, especially mature 
ones.
 Canopy surveys in 2014 and 
2019 turned up a trend that calls 
for everyone to be alert: Neigh-
borhoods with a bigger canopy 
in 2014 tended to see a slight 
loss and those with smaller can-
opy saw a slight gain in canopy 
during those four years. The plan 

No drought 
about it

An Ivy rain barrel will help your 
garden grow.

> Removable locking lid
> Screened inlet
> Holds 50 gallons
> Available in forest green or black
> Made in the USA
> Recycled plastic

Public price $140, member price $119

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120  
Order online for pick-up, or just stop by
Monday–Friday 8:30–4:30 n Saturday 9:30–3 
617-442-2262

bostonbuildingresources.com
a consumer co-op

Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

JP Observer 
Urban Forest Plan crucial for Boston’s trees

By Sandra Storey / Special to the Gazette

Continued on page 10
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calls for monitoring changes in 
the future.
 The other four southwest 
Boston neighborhoods—Hyde 

Park, Mattapan, Roslindale and 
West Roxbury—also have tree 
canopy that’s more than 30 per-
cent. Mission Hill and Roxbury 
are slightly over the total of 27 
percent. Downtown, northern, 
and eastern Boston have less 
canopy, with East Boston having 

the least at about 7 percent.
 The draft UFP calls overall 
for preservation, care, and plant-
ing of trees and offers “strategies 
and recommendations” for doing 
that. At this time, it does not 
set a goal for Boston tree cover 
percent in the future.
 “Equity” is general Goal #1, 
asking for “focus on investments 
and improvements in under-can-
opied, historically excluded and 
socially vulnerable areas” of the 
city. It also says that the forest 
workforce come from similar ar-
eas, and the outreach and sup-
port be given residents to protect 
and care for trees on private 
property.
 Goal #2 calls for “Proactive 
Care and Preservation” to “en-
sure trees/tree canopy are pro-
actively cared for.” This recom-
mends creating a tree protection 
ordinance, with requirements 
and incentives for tree protec-
tion during development. Mature 

trees should be treated as espe-
cially important. Ensure other 
departments share the same 
goals for protective care. Expand 
the tree care workforce. Increase 
data sharing with partners. “Fu-
ture-proof the urban forest by 
addressing challenges to trees 
and other care needs such as 
adequate staffing and funding.”
 Goal #3 “Community Driven 
Processes” recommends that the 
community has an active role in 
guiding tree canopy decisions. 
It suggests a city tree advisory 
board that includes people from 
historically unincluded neigh-
borhoods and creation of an ur-
ban forest website.
 “Trees are Prioritized and 
Valued” is Goal #4. It calls for 
increasing “awareness and buy-
in regarding the importance of 
trees in Boston, across the public 
and private sectors.” It suggests 
improved awareness and coor-
dination within government to 
“ensure the value of trees is em-

bedded within other programs, 
priorities and policies.” It wants 
to see “adjustments to the de-
velopment process that support 
retention of existing large trees 
and increase new plantings.”
 Two other forest-related plan-
ning processes are going on at 
the City of Boston right now: a 
Heat Resilience Study and an 
Open Space and Recreation Plan. 
The UFP is coordinating with 
them. Overall, the outdoor plan-
ning is called “Healthy Places.”
 The UFP CAB “will provide 
input on the UFP by reviewing 
the draft materials and supply-
ing comments and recommenda-
tions,” Project Manager Owens 
wrote in an email last week, 
describing next steps at my re-
quest.
  Owens emphasized that the 
Urban Forest Plan is “just the 
start.” She said that the plan 
will be a 20-year vision that “will 
involve many different stewards 
of the forest across public and 
private property.”
 She added that, “Acting on 
the ideas, seeing what does or 
doesn’t work in practice, and 
further conversations with com-
munities will all be a part of 
implementing a Boston-wide for-
estry effort.” 
 The BPRD will have infor-
mation about the forest plan at 
tables at Mayor Wu’s Neighbor-
hood Coffee Hours around the 
city in May and June. In Jamaica 
Plain the coffee hour will take 
place at Mozart Park in Hyde 
Square on Fri., May 13 from 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m.
 The City of Boston website 
has more about the UFP with 
details and many photos and il-
lustrative graphics. Go to https://
www.boston.gov/departments/
parks-and-recreation/urban-for-
est-plan for more information. 
The site has a recording of the 
March 14 virtual open house 
meeting as well.

 Sandra Storey is the Publish-
er Emeritus of the Jamaica Plain 
Gazzette.

JP Observer
Continued from page 9

THE RESIDENTIAL 

GROUP 
The Residential Group is 
proud to announce the 
addition of Sarah Carroll to 
our brokerage team as an 
Associate Partner. 

Sarah has been selling real 
estate in the Jamaica Plain, 
Greater Boston and Metro 
West markets for the past 15 
years, and has career sales 
eclipsing $200,000,000. 

Sarah can be reached at 
781-820-0280 or by emaiI at 
sarah@residentialgroup.com

16 Clarendon Street. Boston, MA 02116 I www.residentialgroup.com 

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

‘GORDO’ AND ‘PELUA’
Gordo and Pelua are a 6 year old pair looking for a 
home together. They are friendly, affectionate pups. While they 

adore their humans 
and each other, they 
need a home without 
other pets. They also 
need to be walked 
separately if they are 
going to pass other 
dogs because Gordo 
thinks he needs to 
protect his sister. 
They would love a 
home where they can 
soak up all the love 
for themselves!

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by 

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

www.buddydoghs.org
angell.org | 350 South Huntington Ave | Boston, MA | 617-522-7282  

Angell Animal Medical Center’s 
compassionate team provides 
state-of-the-art care for your best 
friend. From wellness checkups to 
allergies, from cancer treatment to 
neurosurgery, our specialists work 
together to provide services tailored 
to your pet’s individual needs.

• 24/7 Emergency
 & Critical Care
• Anesthesiology
• Avian & Exotic
 Medicine
• Behavior
• Cardiology
• Dentistry
• Dermatology
• Diagnostic
 Imaging

• General Medicine
• Internal Medicine
• Neurology
• Oncology
• Ophthalmology
• Pathology
• Physical
 Rehabilitation
• Surgery

24/7 Emergency Vet Care  |  Weekend Appointments  |  Free On-site Parking

Quality vet care is right in your neighborhood.

We’re not kitten you!

 

M-F 11AM to 6PM
Sa 10AM to 6PM
Su 12PM to 5PM

 
760 South St. Roslindale  617.323.3269

www.birchsthouseandgarden.com

Shop Our
Spring 2022
Co l l ec t i on
New Arrivals Daily

Staff RepoRt

 The United States Postal Ser-
vice is consistently named one of 
the most trusted brands in Amer-
ica.  We have, for over 246 years, 
delivered information, connected 
families and friends, and pow-
ered the engines of commerce 

and industry. The Postal Service 
is growing, with new facilities, 
equipment and technologies as 
online shopping and shipping 
continue to increase and package 
growth expands. Right now, we 
are looking for committed and 
motivated individuals to join us 
in our mission of service to your 

local community and the nation 
processing and delivering the 
mail.
 As part of their innovative 
and bold 10-year plan, Deliv-
ering for America, the Postal 
Service is focused on building 
a more stable and empowered 
workforce.  Their employees are 

our greatest asset and we are 
investing in our new employees 
by providing robust training and 
on-the-job support.  The Postal 
Service offers competitive wag-
es and benefits, and career ad-
vancement opportunities.
 Accepting a position with the 
United States Postal Service is 

the first step to starting a long, 
fulfilling career with a dynamic, 
forward-thinking organization 
committed to delivering for the 
American people.  Whether you 
are seeking part-time, or a full-
time opportunity, we want you to 

United States Postal Service seeking applicants for new hires

Continued on page 11



 Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   APRIL 22, 2022  •    11

be a part of our proud tradition 
of service! 
 The Postal Service in Massa-
chusetts is hosting an all-office 
job fair to fill immediate open-
ings for positions in processing 
and delivery on May 27, 2022
 Stop by any Massachusetts 

Post Office.
 To learn about open positions 
near you and begin the applica-
tion process.
 To assist potential applicants, 
USPS personnel will be on-site 
to provide detailed information 
about the positions and answer 
questions. Applications are ac-
cepted online only at www.usps.
com/careers.  Applicants must 
be 18 years of age and be able to 

pass drug screening and a crim-
inal background investigation. 
Applicants must be available to 
work weekends and holidays. See 
the job posting for full details for 
duties, responsibilities, require-
ments and benefits information. 
Job postings are updated fre-
quently, so check back often for 
additional opportunities.

 

The United States Postal Service 
is an equal opportunity employer 
offering a fast-paced, rewarding 
work environment with compet-
itive compensation packages, 
on-the-job training, and oppor-

tunities for advancement.
 The Postal Service generally 
receives no tax dollars for oper-
ating expenses and relies on the 
sale of postage, products, and 
services to fund its operations.

Quality, Affordable Residential Care for Seniors 62+

NO entrance fee
income or asset

restrictions!

• Private bedrooms with full bath
• 24-hour personal care assistance
• Medication administration
• 3 Home-style meals daily
• Laundry and housekeeping services
• Leisure and wellness activities
• Lovely common areas
• 100% accessible

Since 1901

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain
www.MountPleasantHome.org

617-522-7600

Joe Fallon
617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Let me take you on a complimentary tour of JP and/or DORCHESTER,
a neighborhood many are discovering for the first time, and share with

you all that these communities have to offer!

For more than 20 years, I have been a trusted
partner in helping my clients match their
lifestyles to their real estate needs. For me, it is
not just about buying or selling your home
today. It is about helping you maximize your real
estate future by finding you the best street in the
best neighborhood in the best city.

It is my honor to serve the incredible people

living and moving in the Boston neighborhoods

of Jamaica Plain, Dorchester, and beyond.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

PHOTOS BY PATRICK O’CONNOR

Laura Pattison, seated joins the staff of the JP Branch for a group photo on Thursday, March 17 
on the occasion of her retirement from the BPL.   Shown to the left, Laura Pattinson with two 
friends who stopped by for her retirement celebration with her cake.

On Thursday, March 17, long-
time BPL employee and JP 
branch librarian Laura Pat-
tinson retired following a 30-
year career with Boston Public 

Libraries.  Many patrons and 
friends of the library, as well as, 
BPL Director David Leonard 
attended a farewell reception 
in her honor.  

LONGTIME JP LIBRARIAN LAURA PATTINSON RETIRES

USPS
Continued from page 10
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Staff RepoRt

 The Massachusetts Registry 
of Motor Vehicles (RMV) is in-
forming Class D learner’s permit 
holders applying for a Massachu-
setts issued driver’s license that 
all applicants will be required to 
supply their own vehicle for road 
testing beginning on Monday, 
May 2. 
 Due to the pandemic and 
health and safety protocols, since 
June of 2020, the RMV deployed 
a fleet of Commonwealth-owned 
vehicles for road tests which 
were cleaned and sanitized on a 
regular basis.  The use of these 
Commonwealth-owned vehicles 
will end on April 29, 2022. Appli-
cants for a Class M, or Motorcy-
cle license, supply their own mo-
torcycle for testing. Applicants 

scheduled for testing through 
a driving school should confirm 
they have access to the school’s 
vehicle for their road test.
 “Vehicles on loan from our 
MassDOT Highway Division 
partners and other Common-
wealth agencies’ vehicles al-
lowed us to continue road test-
ing and licensing in a safe and 
healthy manner during the 
State of Emergency and con-
tinued COVID-19 restrictions,” 
said Registrar of Motor Vehicles 
Colleen Ogilvie. “As we prepare 
for the transition back to private 
cars, we want applicants to be 
aware of our requirements and to 
be prepared to arrive sufficiently 
skilled behind the wheel to pass 
the road test on their first try.”  
 Applicants must bring a phys-
ical copy of their learner’s permit, 

a printed and completed copy of 
the Road Test Application and 
be accompanied by a qualified 
sponsor. A sponsor is a person 
who is a licensed driver over the 
age of 21 with at least one year 
of experience driving. Should it 
be required, the sponsor will be 
responsible for operating the ve-
hicle if at any point the road test 
examiner determines the appli-
cant cannot continue testing.
 In addition to meeting the 
application and sponsor qual-
ifications, the applicant must 
make sure the vehicle brought 
for testing meets all functional 
and safety requirements. Some 
practices adopted during the 
pandemic will continue -- license 
applicants will be asked to keep 
open windows for ventilation.
 Face covering requirements 

will be dependent on guidance 
provided by the federal Trans-
portation Security Administra-
tion (TSA). All applicants and 
sponsors are required to arrive 
prepared to wear a face covering 
during their scheduled road test 
and to follow all face covering 
protocols in place at the time of 
the test.
 Private passenger vehicles 
used for a Class D road test must 
meet the following requirements, 
(including vehicles with an igni-
tion interlock device, and vehi-
cles with adaptive equipment for 
a competency test):
 • Be in good working condi-
tion and be able to pass a safety 
check.
 • Have a valid registration 
and current inspection sticker.
 • Contain adequate seating 

accommodations next to the op-
erator for the use of the examiner 
and have a rear seat for the 
sponsor.
 • Be designed to let the ex-
aminer make an emergency stop 
using the parking brake. If not, 
the vehicle cannot be used for the 
road test.
 • Any vehicle with a center 
console that does not have a 
parking brake as part of the 
console cannot be used.
 • Any vehicle that does not 
allow the examiner unobstruct-
ed access to the parking brake 
cannot be used.
 Customers are advised that if 
the road test examiner identifies 
any of the following conditions, 
the road test will not go forward 

Massachusetts RMV announces road test applicants will need their own vehicles 

Continued on page 13
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REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES

  Tel: 617-524-0243
Cell: 617-438-1472

FayeSimonRealEstate.com
frmcsimon@hotmail.com

FAYE SIMON  
REAL ESTATE

Rentals & Sales

Faye  R. Simon
Real Estate Broker

Your Personal Real Estate Professional

REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company
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REAL ESTATE

“I couldn’t have asked for a more efficient 
and stress free experience.  Randal and Erik 
made everything seem so easy.” Kathy B.

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com
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REAL ESTATE

YOUR BUSINESS HERE

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

    McCormack & Scanlan Real Estate
68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Professional Real Estate Guidance.
Specializing in residential sales.

Estate Sales. Downsizing.

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

617.453.3620   focusre.compsum

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Give someone the gift of Vibrant 
Health, Harmony & Peace of Mind

Acupuncture helps with
Pain, Stress, Anxiety, Digestion 

Issues, Migraine, Insomnia, 
or just overall wellness!Rana Hamdan

Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957  

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            
Resonance-acupuncture.com                 
@resonanceacu

Gift Certificates Available

hello@res-acu.com

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      

929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            

resonance-acupuncture.com  

ACUPUNCTURE
Joe Fallon

617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for                   best results.YOUR

Joe Fallon
617-594-0761

joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR
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By Lauren Bennett

 The JPNC Zoning Committee 
met virtually on April 20, where 
it discussed four matters: a pro-
posal at 72 Hyde Park Ave. to 
raze the existing structure and 
build a six-unit residential build-
ing; a proposal at 11 Parkside 
Drive to create a second floor ad-
dition; a proposal at 51-53 Walk 
Hill Street to change the exist-
ing building from a single-family 
residence with an administrative 
office to a three-family building; 
and a proposal at 79 Perkins St. 
to change the occupancy from 
a three-family to a four-family 
residence. 

72 HYDE PARK AVE.
 This was the third time this 
proposal had come before the 
committee, according to Zoning 
Committee Chair Dave Baron. 
The proposal now includes no 
off-street parking, but the pro-
posal to demolish the existing 
structure and build a six-unit 
building remains.
 “People seemed to like the up-
dates and changes the developer 
made to the project,” Baron said, 
one of which included getting rid 
of the garage door at ground level 
as well as removing all off-street 
parking from the proposal.
 JPNC member Omer Hecht 
said he supports this, especially 
because of the lack of parking. 
 One direct abutter, identified 
as Tess, said she hadn’t seen the 
new plans prior to this meet-
ing but an overview was shown 
and she said that “it looks much 
better than it did…I think it’s 
improved a lot.” Attorney Derric 
Small said he will remain in 
contact with her as the project 
moves forward.
 Other people also thanked the 
team for the changes made, and 
the committee voted to approve.

11 PARKSIDE DR.
 11 Parkside Dr. is a sin-
gle-family home that is currently 
two stories on one side and only 
one story where the attached 
garage currently is. 
 Owner Roya Khosravi-Far 
said that she wold like to build 
a master bedroom above the ex-
isting one car garage. In doing so, 
the one car garage will be turned 
into a two car garage and there 
will be an entrance for cars from 
the front rather than the side. 
The proposal also includes fin-
ishing a portion of the basement 
for office space.
 She said that a front porch 
will also be added so the depth 
of the house will be the same 
once the addition is built. Zon-
ing violations include excessive 
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) and in-
sufficient front yard, because the 
garage conversion will alter the 
depth of the front yard from 21.1 
to 14.7 feet, according to a slide 
presented. The slide also stated 
that other homes on the street do 
have front yard depths that are 
less than 13 feet. 
 After some more discussion, 
the committee voted to approve.

51-53 WALK HILL ST.
 Attorney Matt Eckel and 
architect Deven Riley-Marini 
spoke about the proposal at 51-
53 Walk Hill St. to convert the 
existing single-family residence 
with administrative office to a 
three-family residence. 
 Eckel said that the building 
was “purchased as a two-family,” 
but is allowed per the zoning 
code to be a single-family with 
administrative office. 
 He said main changes include 
renovations to the interior and 
exterior of the building, includ-
ing the construction of a match-
ing dormer on the left hand side 
of the building, as one currently 
exists on the right hand side. 
The proposal also includes the 

demolition of the “dilapidated'' 
detached garage in the rear of 
the building, where three park-
ing spaces will be created.
 The existing mature tree will 
be kept, he said, and the front 
porch will be enclosed. 
 Riley-Marini said that the 
existing basement has some stor-
age and a bathroom, but it is 
only partially finished. There is 
also an existing bathroom on the 
third floor with the dormer, but 
that space is also only partially 
finished.
 The basement will “stay com-
mon and unfinished” as part of 
the project, she said. Unit 1 will 
be about 1,038 square feet, and 
will have two bedrooms and two 
full bathrooms as well as use of 
the rear deck.
 Unit 2 will be about 1,127 
square feet and have three bed-
rooms and two bathrooms, as 
well as the use of a rear deck.
 Unit 3 will be about 1,054 
square feet and will also have 
two bedrooms and two bath-
rooms.
 Committee member Kendra 
Halliwell asked about mechani-
cal equipment and trash, saying 
she would not like to see either 
of these things in the front yard. 
 The team said that they could 
commit to storing trash in the 
rear and also not having mechan-
icals in the front. Eckel also said 
there is potential for plantings to 
hide trash bins as well. 
 Several abutters spoke in fa-
vor of the project, saying that 
it will be an improvement over 
what is there now and the addi-
tion of more housing is welcome.
 The committee voted to ap-
prove.

79 PERKINS ST.
 This project had come be-
fore the committee last year, and 
owner Christopher Page, who 
lives down the street at 67 Per-
kins St., presented a proposal to 

create a new unit in the base-
ment of the existing three-family 
at 79 Perkins St. to make the 
building a four-unit building. 
 He said that the “envelope 
of the building is not changing,” 
but he has made some changes 
to the front and rear entry for 
this unit, including the removal 
of a previously proposed parti-
tion wall, which will let in more 
natural light. He said the lack of 
light in the unit was one of the 
complaints last time. 
 The previous proposal was for 
a three bedroom unit, but now 
it’s being proposed as a two bed-
room unit and the space where 
the third bedroom was is pro-
posed as a dining area instead. 
 He also proposed a third win-
dow in the kitchen area for more 
light, as well as a few other 
tweaks. 
 “I can’t see that much light 
will be coming in with cars 
parked in the driveway,” said 
committee member Peg Preble.
 “You’d be surprised by the 
amount of light that comes in 
with just two windows,” Page 
said. 
 There was also a lot of talk 
about the cars being parked by 
the window and how the exhaust 
might affect the occupants of the 
unit. 
 Page said that his desire to 

construct this unit is so that 
two of his children can remain 
in the city where they work at 
an affordable rate. 
 “I am very much opposed to 
this project,” said committee 
member Kevin Moloney, who is 
also a member of the Jamaica 
Pond Association (JPA), which 
had voted against this project 
when it had come before that 
organization. Moloney said he 
believed that there was “no argu-
ment that would qualify legally 
for a variance.”
 There was also a conversation 
at length about the sprinkler sys-
tem to be used in the unit. Oth-
er concerns included traffic and 
parking pressure on the street. 
 Committee member David 
Seldin said that he saw “a lot 
of letters of support” for this 
project, though he does recognize 
that the JPA had opposed it. He 
said he is not sure why there is 
so much opposition to the project.
 A motion to deny this pro-
posal failed, as three voted in 
favor of the motion, three voted 
against, and two abstained.
 “I think you should, to some 
extent, go back to the drawing 
board,” Baron suggested to Page, 
adding that he might want to go 
back before the JPA as well as 
hire an architect to ensure the 
plans are clear. 

Jamaica Plain Gazette • January 4, 2002 • 1

Advertise your services! Call 617-524-7662

Christine Rose, LMT
Trained in Lymphatic Drainage, Deep Tissue/Sports and Swedish Massage

3464 Washington Street JP.  
www.imanimassage.com • 617.821.2875! 
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JPNC Zoning Committee hears four matters 

and rescheduling will be the re-
sponsibility of the applicant:
 • Road test examiner identi-
fies the applicant and/or sponsor 
is displaying signs of impair-
ment.
 • Road test examiner identi-

fies an odor of cannabis or alcohol 
emanating from the applicant 
and/or sponsor; including from 
their clothing or from inside the 
vehicle to be used for the road 
test.
 • Road test examiner ob-
serves present minor children, 
including babies in car seats, 
or animals, other than service 
animals, which cannot be unsu-
pervised at the Service Center 

during the test.
 The RMV has a new web-
page to help applicants locate 
all information related to their 
road test, Mass.Gov/RoadTest. 
The page includes information 
on what to expect, videos to help 
prepare for the road test, links 
to checklists and applications to 
increase an applicant’s chance of 
passing their exam.

RMV
Continued from page 12
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LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU22P0266EA
Estate of:
Anne N. Winslow
Date of Death:
12/04/2021
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has 
been filed by Sarah 
R. Baybutt of Rye, NH 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Sarah R. Baybutt 
of Rye, NH be appointed 
as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 05/19/2022.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 

to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 15, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

4/22/22
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU21P2486EA
Estate of:
Claudine C.
Francois
Date of Death:
05/03/2021
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has 
been filed by Shondell 
Davis of Boston, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Shondell Davis of 
Boston, MA and. Jilvon-
ya Davis of Boston, MA 
be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 05/19/2022.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 

which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 07, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

4/22/22
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU22P0481EA

Estate of:
Erwin Hultsch

Also known as:
Erwin P. Hultsch
Date of Death:
12/30/2021

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has 
been filed by Susanne 
K. Feldmann of 8315 
Langnau Am SW 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 05/12/2022.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 08, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

4/22/22
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon

Street
Boston,  MA 02114

(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU20P1712EA

Estate of:

Giovanna Calvi
Date of Death:
05/20/2017

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 
Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment has 
been filed by  Anne Ma-
rie Cecala of Westwood, 
MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and 
for such other relief 
as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Anne Marie Cecala 
of Westwood, MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 05/12/2022.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty days (30) 
days of the return day, 
action may be taken 
without further notice 
to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised ad ministration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 08, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

4/22/22

JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING

NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S 

ACCOUNT
Docket No.

SU20P1840PM
In the matter of:
James Jordan
Of: Jamaica Plain, MA
To the named Respon-
dent and all other 
interested persons, you 
are hereby notified 
pursuant to Rule 72 
of the Supplemental 
Rules of the Probate & 
Family Court, that the 
First Annual account(s) 
of Rita E. Walsh of Hyde 
Park, MA as Conservator 
of the property of said 
Respondent has or have 
been presented to the 
Court for allowance.
You have the right to 
object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appear-
ance and objection at 
this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 05/12/2022. 
This day is NOT a 
hearing date, but a 
deadline date by which 
you have to object to the 
account(s). If you fail to 
file the written appear-
ance and objection by 
the return date, action 
may be taken in this 
matter without further 
notice to you, including 
the allowance of the 
account(s).
Additionally, within 
thirty days after said 
return day (or within 
such other time as the 
Court upon motion 
may order), you must 
file a written affidavit 
of objections stating 
the specific facts and 
grounds upon which 
each objection is based 
and a coy shall be 
served upon the Conser-
vator pursuant to Rule 
3 of the Supplemental 
Rules of the Probate & 
Family Court.
You have the right to 
send to the Conservator, 
by registered or certified 
mail, a written request 
to receive a copy of the 
Petition and account(s) 

at no cost to you.
IMPORANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away 
the above-named 
person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial af-
fairs or both. The above-
named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer.  
Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If 
the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed 
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 08, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

4/22/22
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU21P1252EA

Estate of:
Jivka Ana 

Peyev
Date of Death:
12/15/2019

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 
Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment has 
been filed by Paul Peyev 
of Rutland, MA request-
ing that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in 
the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Paul Peyev of Rut-
land, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return 

day of 05/19/2022.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty days (30) 
days of the return day, 
action may be taken 
without further notice 
to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised ad ministration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 14, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

4/22/22
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF

PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
A GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT
TO G.L. c. 190B,

§5-304
Docket No. 

SU22P0681GD
Commonwealth of

Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and
Family Court

Suffolk Probate and
Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
In the matter of: 

Robert Wu
Of:Jamaica Plain, MA

RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated

Person
To the named Respon-
dent and all other 
interested persons, a 
petition has been filed 
by Kevin Wu of Jamaica 
Plain, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleg-
ing that Robert Wu is in 
need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Kevin 
Wu of Jamaica Plain, MA 
(or some other suitable 
person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve on 
the bond.
The petition asks the 
court to determine 
that the Respondent 
is incapacitated, that 
the appointment of a 
Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate. 
The petition is on file 
with this court and 
may contain a request 
for certain specific 
authority. 
You have the right to 
object to this proceed-
ing. If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written 
appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. 
on the return date of 
05/19/2022. This day 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by 
which you have to file 
the written appearance 
if you object to the pe-
tition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance 
by the return date, 
action may be taken 
in this matter without 
further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit 
stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away 
the above-named 
person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial af-
fairs or both. The above-
named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If 
the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed 
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 05, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

4/22/22
JP
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By Lauren Bennett

 The Boston Art Commission 
(BAC) on April 14 approved local 
artists GoFive and TakeOne as 
a joint team to lead the mural 
painting at English High School 
proposed by the Eliot School of 
Fine & Applied Arts.
 Alison Croney Moses, Associ-
ate Director at the Eliot School, 
told the BAC that the ask was to 
approve the two artists as part of 
the Artist in Residence program, 
which “works hand in hand with 
the TeenBridge program,” she 
said.
 The TeenBridge program is 
comprised of students in grades 
eight through twelve who work 
on Saturdays during the school 
year and weekdays during the 
summer on collaborating with 
each other and teaching artists 
to engage in discussion and art 
creation. 
 Each year, a Boston-based 
artist is selected “that engages 
across Eliot School’s programs,” 
Croney Moses said. 
 After explaining a little more 

about the process by which these 
artists get chosen, Croney Moses 
spoke about the 2022 Artists in 
Residence, GoFive and TakeOne, 
who will be tasked with working 
with the teens and the greater 
English High School and Jamai-
ca Plain community to create a 
mural at English High School. 
The teens will gather feedback 
before deciding along with the 
artists what the mural should be. 
 The mural project is titled 
“Spaces of Belonging,” and the 
prospective site is the “brick wall 
right by the track,” she said, 
which can be viewed by the gen-
eral public as the track is open 
for public use. “This is the site 
GoFive and TakeOne will work 
with the teams to install a mural 
on,” she said, adding that one of 
the existing alcoves is the spe-
cific location where the painting 
will be.
 Though that is the primary 
location, there is another po-
tential site for a mural at the 
entrance to the school. 
 L’Merchie Frazier, who was 
a previous Artist in Residence 

with the TeenBridge program, 
spoke about her support for 
these artists and this project.
 “…I am very confident that 
the Eliot School can engage the 
students at English High as well 
as the larger community around 
the school in having their art-
ists that they support do this 
project,” Frazier said. “…They 
have been artists who have been 
very responsive to communities 
where artists are being displaced 
and they work in tandem with 
the students in ways that are 
really remarkable.”
 English High School prin-
cipal Caitlin Murphy also ex-
pressed her support, saying that 
the school has a “fabulous part-
nership with the Eliot School.”
 She added, “our building is in 
need of some beautification. Any 
opportunities for our students to 
engage in public art and seeing 
art as both something that’s a 
personal creative expression but 
also can be a way to advocate…
really aligns well with our school 
goals.”
 Not many comments were 

made by the BAC on this, though 
Chair Mark Pasnik said that the 
team should “be careful about 
painting over concrete,” as it “can 
cause long-term damage to paint 
it.” He suggested a non-concrete 
site, though the area in question 
might already be painted over 

anyway. 
 In the end, the BAC approved 
the selection of GoFive and Take-
One as the artists for this mural 
project, and will continue to be 
in touch with the Eliot School as 
this project progresses. 

BAC approves GoFive and TakeOne as artists for Eliot School mural project at English High School 

By Lauren Bennett

 The Stonybrook Neighbor-
hood Association (SNA) met 
virtually on April 11 to discuss 
updates on development projects 
as well as chat about goings-on 
in the neighborhood,

FORMERLY  
FLANAGAN & SEATON

 SNA member Jennifer 
Uhrhane reported on the mural 
project that is nearly complete on 
the Extra Space storage building 
on McBride St. There is a mural on 
the corner of the building as well 
as “three smaller panes that are on 
the parking lot side right near the 
entrance to the community room.”
 There is a date of May 21 
set to have a celebration for the 
completion of the mural, which 
will take place on the Southwest 
Corridor near the building from 
12-2pm. The event will feature 
refreshments and potentially 

local live music, as well as the 
artists talking about their work. 
 She said that the mural com-
mittee is looking for volunteers 
for the day of the event, as well as 
to flyer the neighborhood ahead 
of time.
 Mary Ward reported that the 
community room in the Extra 
Space storage building has been 
reserved by the Garden Commit-
tee the second Thursday of each 
month. The group is the first to 
reserve the room since Volun-
teers of America Massachusetts 
took over the oversight of the 
room. She said it was “a really 
easy process and we’re excited 
to have that opportunity.”
 More information about the 
room and how to book it can be 
found at http://www.sna-jp.org/
news.html.

SOUTHWEST CORRIDOR 
EXTENSION

 SNA Steering Committee 

member Paige Sparks and SNA 
member Fred Vetterlein spoke 
about the status of the South-
west Corridor Extension project, 
which is seeking to use the land 
by the garden and Extra Space 
Storage building for a dog park. 
 “We’re drafting language to 
send to various bodies that are 
currently in control of the ex-
tension land,” Sparks said. It 
was discovered that the land in 
question is owned by the MBTA.
 Vetterlein said that “MBTA 
does lease arrangements…as a 
kind of a license they give to 
developers. So that’s a start.” He 
also said that although Amtrak 
stores batteries near the area for 
emergency use, “having a park 
and connection and a dog park 
wouldn’t interfere with that.”
 He added that he hopes to 
start a website for this project 
so people can become aware of it 
and of the area in question. 

75 STEDMAN ST.
 The current proposal for 75 
Stedman St. is to construct a 
self-storage building, which the 
SNA has voiced opposition to 
as they do not believe another 
such facility is necessary in the 
neighborhood. 
 SNA member Royce Abel said 
that while there was no update 
to share, an email was sent last 
month to city and state represen-
tatives as well as the proponent 
“reinforcing what we told them 
back in December about how this 
plan does not fit with PLAN: JP/
Rox and to go back to the draw-
ing board.”

35 BROOKLEY/10 STONLEY
 Jennifer Uhrhane said that 
the Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) design 
review team emailed the SNA 
“asking us what we thought of 
the new design.”
 Royce Abel said that the sub-

committee is asking for more col-
or on the first floor for emphasis, 
as the artist live/work spaces 
will be located on the first floor. 
“It seems like it’s in early design 
review with the BPDA,” he said. 

97-99 WILLIAMS ST.
 SNA Steering Committee 
member Jonathan McCurdy re-
ported that this project has been 
approved by the SNA and has 
broken ground. He said that the 
construction team is “working 
on forms for the foundation and 
pouring the foundation.”

DOYLE’S
 Paige Sparks reported that 
the Doyle’s subcommittee 
reached out to developer Lee 
Goodman, who said that he was 
working on getting approvals 
from the city’s Inspectional Ser-
vices Department and aims to 
begin construction “sometime 
this spring,” she said.

Stonybrook Neighborhood Association discusses development updates 
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By Lauren Bennett

 With the weather warming 
up and kids eager to get back to 
some activities that were either 
vastly altered due to the pan-
demic or just completely can-
celled, Jamaica Plain offers a 
wide variety of programming for 
kids to participate in.
 The Gazette spoke with Mary 
Ellen Ehrenreich of Kids…To-
gether in the Arts, a summer 
camp focused on various forms 
of art and self expression, as well 
as Phil Hall from JP Children’s 
Soccer, to learn more about these 
programs and what they can 
offer for local youth.

KIDS…TOGETHER IN THE 
ARTS

 Ehrenreich said that this is 
the 21st year of Kids…Together 
in the Arts, which runs five dif-
ferent weeks of camp from the 
last week of June through July. 
 “Kids have classes in each of 
the four disciplines:” she said, 
which are music, dance, drama, 
and visual arts. Each week has 
a theme that is not announced 
until kids arrive at camp on Mon-
day. At the end of each week is a 
performance, but last year it was 
virtual due to the pandemic.
 “We are going to be a live 

performance this year,” she said, 
if all continues to stay relatively 
the same.
 “We will definitely keep re-
ferring to the CDC recommen-
dations,” she added.
 The camp is held at Sponta-
neous Celebrations at 45 Dan-
forth St., but many of the activ-
ities are held outside, especially 

last year for activities like music 
when kids are singing. She said 
that Spontaneous Celebrations 
installed a new HEPA air filtra-
tion system last summer as well. 
 “Last summer, all kids wore 
masks,” she said, which will be 
encouraged this year as well but 
not enforced. Children will, how-
ever, be required to be vaccinated 

to participate in camp, as was the 
rule last year.
 Last year’s program was also 
smaller than usual, with a cap 
of 10 kids in a class at a time, 
and 45 total throughout the five 
weeks. 
 Ehrenreich said that while 
there were some perks to the 
virtual performance, including 

being able to take breaks and 
take their time shooting it, she 
heard from kids and families 
that they really missed the live 
performance.
 Counselors participate in  
training with a professional com-
pany on working in groups and 
problem solving, as well as “posi-
tive reinforcement training.” Eh-
renreich said that counselors are 
taught how to handle bullying as 
well. 
 Aside from the arts classes, 
kids are given lunch and snack 
breaks, as well as a free period 
for outdoor play. 
 “I’m excited to just have the 
kids back, hopefully without the 
masks this summer,” she said, 
and get “back to some normalcy 
with the program.” However, she 
said that kids did really well 
with the strict restrictions last 
year. She hopes the program this 
year can be “a little more light 
and less heavy,” and kids can 
enjoy the camp to its fullest. 
 For more information about 
Kids…Together in the Arts and 
to register for camp, visit kidsto-
getherinthearts.com. 

JP CHILDREN’S SOCCER
 Phil Hall, president of JP 
Children’s Soccer, said he has 
been involved with the program 
for about 14 years, though it has 
existed since 1978. The program 
serves young children ages three 
and a half to six and a half, but 
the real focus is not on the game 
of soccer.
 The goal is “to get kids run-
ning around,” Hall said. “Soccer 
is the tool we use…it’s about get-
ting the kids active and outdoors 
and bringing the community to-
gether.”
 He described the program as 
“grassroots,” and all coaches are 
volunteers. Parents take turns 
bringing snacks for the kids to 
eat at the end of each 45 minute 
session. The program takes place 
at Pinebank Field by Jamaica 
Pond. 
 Hall said that there is a 
“group of about five or six peo-
ple who run the operation,” 

Continued on page 17
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 While television and video 
games are classic after school 
staples, there are better, more 
fun ways to keep kids busy in 
the afternoons. Here are five fun 
ideas to try:
 1. Bike rides: Cycling is bene-
ficial to strength, cardiovascular 
health and mental wellness. It’s 
also a great opportunity for kids 
to gain a bit of independence and 
explore the world around them, 
and there is no better season than 
spring to encourage them to get 
off the couch and out for a ride.
 2. Music making: Kids don’t 
need to be enrolled in a formal 
music program at school to expe-
rience the joys of making music. 
With a portable keyboard like 
those in the Casiotone series, 

which offer learning and com-
position tools that grow with a 
musician’s skills, kids can use 
their afternoons to self-direct 
their musical education. Every 
model is under 10 pounds and 
features a battery-powered op-
tion, making them the perfect 
size and design for teens and 
tweens who want to start a band.
 3. Giving back: Children are 
never too young to learn the im-
portance of giving back to their 
community. From offering a help-
ing hand at an animal sanctuary 
to visiting seniors residing in an 
assisted living facility, there are 
many volunteer opportunities 
perfect for kids.
 4. Math fun: Outside the 
classroom, mathematics can be 

all fun and zero pressure. Be 
sure to offer kids tools that will 
allow them to uncover, on their 
own terms, the way mathemat-
ical concepts work. The basic, 
scientific and graphing calcula-
tors available from Casio are all 
intuitive and easy to use. Some of 
the advanced models even offer 
Python programming, a great 
feature for budding coders.
 5. Dinnertime: Knowing how 
to put together a meal is an in-
valuable life skill, and one that 
many kids leave home without 
having achieved. Have your child 
regularly help you out with din-
ner, giving them age-appropriate 
tasks to complete. It’s not only a 
great way to spend some quality 
time together during the busy 

week, but they will also begin 
to pick up the fundamentals of 
cooking.
 With a little creativity, your 

child’s afternoons can be a time 
to be a time for them to get ac-
tive, build new skills and try new 
hobbies.(StatePoint) 

which includes assigning teams, 
training coaches, and organizing 
equipment, as well as ordering 
T-shirts.
 The program has two ses-
sions: one in the spring, and 
one in the fall, and the cost is 
$25 for each eight-week session. 
Families are asked to request a 
time—Wednesday, Saturday, and 
Sunday are offered—and they 
will be placed on teams accord-
ingly.
 Though he describes the team 
leaders as “coaches,” he said that 
they are “trying to get away from 
the term ‘coach’,” as it implies 
that knowledge of the game of 
soccer is needed, which is not 
true. 

 “It’s been a challenge for us to 
get coaches to step forward and 
work even though I think we’re 
hitting a record number of kids.”
 He said that this spring, 550 
kids have registered to par-
ticipate in the program. The 
program took a hit during the 
pandemic, completely shutting 
down in the spring and fall of 
2020, though it did return last 
spring “in a limited manner.” 
The teams were smaller and kids 
were asked to wear masks.
 “This year, we’re kind of going 
forward in a normal way,” he 
said. “It’s rewarding to see that 
many people participating.”
 During the program, kids 
play games like Simon Says or 
Red Light, Green Light.
 “We don’t teach rules,” Hall 
said, and “discourage” things like 
cleats and shin guards. 

 There are, however, three dif-
ferent levels depending on age, 
and the oldest group (five and a 
half to six and a half) might play 
some more actual soccer-type 
activities and play scrimmages, 
but there are no actual games 
scheduled for any age group.
 Hall said that the “biggest 
challenge” is getting people to 

participate as coaches. “Truth-
fully, all it takes is someone to be 
a caregiver,” he said, and able to 
play games with the kids. 
 “We’re looking for people to 
jump in and lend a hand,” he 
said.
 Though registration for the 
spring session is now closed, Hall 
said registration for the fall ses-

sion should open up sometime in 
May.
 For more information and to 
get involved, visit https://team-
sideline.com/sites/jpcsregister/
home, as well as the JP Chil-
dren’s Soccer Facebook page and 
on Instagram @jpchildrenssoc-
cer. 
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A father teaches his son how to ride a bike.
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By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

 Carrying baggage is exhaust-
ing.  When traveling we often 
pack more than we need. When 
making a trip it’s always easier 
to travel light.
 Life is a trip. The longer we 
live the more we seem to pack 
and try to carry.  Our mind has 
so many shelves, drawers and 
spaces for luggage of all shapes 
and sizes. We have this giant 
closet inside our brains that we 
fill up throughout life.
 Your mental closet is filled 
with memories that are good 
and not so good. You may have 
spaces filled with grief, sadness, 
hurts, rejection, loss, failure, dis-
appointments, defeats and more. 
You also hopefully have stored 
up some happy times, victories, 
successes, celebrations, achieve-
ments, love, relationships and 
peace. Hopefully your mind is 
filled with more positive happy 

events. 
 I heard the story about a 
young man who loved his cat. 
The cat died and his mother 
gave him permission to bury his 
cat in the backyard. The moth-
er became appalled when she 
discovered her son was digging 
up the cat every few days to see 
how the cat was doing. Too often 
we live our lives this way. We dig 
up old stuff that needs to remain 
buried forever.  
 Too often the mind carries 
what cannot be physically bur-
ied, good or bad. We are frequent-
ly impacted by what we keep 
stored. One cold morning, a little 
boy put his backside up against 
an old coal stove. The hot stove 
burned his bottom and he knew 
never to do that again. What we 
have stored up in our minds can 
often serve us well. Wisdom is 
gained the hard way. The school 
of hard knocks is educational 
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Earth Day report, 2022:  
The planet is doomed

 We were around for the first Earth Day in 1970.
 We clearly recall the incident a year earlier that spurred Congress and President Richard Nixon 
to create the Environmental Protection Agency when the Cuyahoga River, which feeds into Lake Erie 
in Cleveland, literally caught fire after a spark from an industrial plant on the shoreline ignited the 
chemicals and other pollutants that laced the river.
 The Boston area was not much better. The mid-1960s song, Dirty Water, which is played at Fenway 
after a Red Sox victory, was about the famously-polluted Charles River. In addition, until the Deer 
Island treatment plant was built in the early 1990s, Boston Harbor was considered the most-polluted 
harbor in the U.S.
 The Clean Water Act and the modern Clean Air Act, both of which enjoyed wide bipartisan support 
in Congress, came into existence in the aftermath of the creation of the EPA as the result of the envi-
ronmental movement and enjoyed widespread support throughout the country.
 However, terms such as global warming and climate change were not in the lexicon at that time. We 
thought that if we could clean-up our waterways and air by reducing the levels of pollutants, everything 
would be fine.
 And to a large extent, the goals of cleaner air -- lead was removed from gasoline, there are far fewer 
coal-burning plants -- and cleaner water -- we now can swim in the Charles and Boston Harbor -- have 
been attained.
 But fast-forwarding 50 years, we now can see that we did not anticipate the global scale that air 
and water pollution would achieve thanks to industrial development in Third World countries and real 
estate development in our country. 
 Nor did we know then that the buildup of greenhouse gases would lead to a warmer and more dan-
gerous planet. Indeed, we recall reading in U.S. News and World Report a cover story in the mid-1980s 
that predicted that the effect of air pollution would be a colder planet. According to the article, the cli-
mate in Florida would resemble that of New England within 100 years or so because, it was theorized, 
smog would block out the sun's rays.
 But, as is evident today in the news headlines every day, just the opposite is occurring.
 The Antarctic, the coldest location on the planet, recently experienced an episode of warm weather 
unlike any ever observed, with temperatures over the eastern Antarctic ice sheet soaring 50 to 90 de-
grees above normal. The warmth has smashed records and shocked scientists.
 At the globe's other pole, the Arctic is warming three times faster than the rest of the planet and 
atmospheric scientists are trying to better understand the processes contributing to such swiftly-rising 
temperatures.
 In Australia, the Great Barrier Reef continues to experience unprecedented coral bleaching because 
of rising seawater temperatures. In Florida, the manatees are dying at unprecedented rates because 
they are starving, thanks to the run-off from housing and agricultural developments that is choking 
the seagrass, their main food source.
 All in all, our planet is in far worse shape, despite many notable successes, than it was on the first 
Earth Day in 1970. And the sad reality is that at the rate we're going, in another 52 years things are 
going to be exponentially worse.

4/20, 2022: Time to legalize marijuana 
 As our long-time readers know, we have been advocating for the full legalization of marijuana for 
more than 25 years.
 Despite the large number of states where marijuana is sold legally (38, including medical use-only 
states), the federal government still labels marijuana as a Schedule I drug, the same category as heroin 
and other truly dangerous substances. 
 But as we now know thanks to the release of White House tapes, the Schedule I listing of marijuana 
in 1970 had no basis in fact or science.  The Nixon administration placed marijuana into the Schedule 
I category solely to use it as a means for prosecuting Black and minority communities and handing out 
lengthy sentences even for possession of small amounts of marijuana.
 Thanks to the real-time experience of fully-legalized marijuana for the past 10 years when Colorado 
became the first state to do so in 2012, we now know that marijuana is as benign a substance as exists 
and has many significant medical uses.
 In addition, marijuana legalization has not led to an increase in use among young people as some 
had feared.
 The U.S. House recently passed a bill that would legalize marijuana nationwide. We hope that the 
Senate can take up the legislation soon and make this common-sense measure a reality.

op-Ed

Living life lighter
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Staff RepoRt

  The state’s March total un-
employment rate dropped by 
four-tenths of a percentage point 
at 4.3 percent over the month, 
the Executive Office of Labor 
and Workforce Development an-
nounced Friday. 
 The Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics’ preliminary job estimates 
indicate Massachusetts gained 
21,000 jobs in March. This fol-
lows last month’s revised gain of 
22,300 jobs. The largest over the 
month private sector job gains 
were in Professional, Scientific, 
and Business Services, Educa-
tion and Health Services, and 
Leisure and Hospitality. Employ-
ment now stands at 3,651,100.  
Since the employment trough 
in April 2020, Massachusetts 
gained 600,100 jobs. 
 From March 2021 to March 
2022, BLS estimates Massa-
chusetts gained 186,400 jobs. 
The largest over the year gains 

occurred in Leisure and Hos-
pitality; Professional, Scientif-
ic, and Business Services; and 
Education and Health Services. 
Financial Activities was the only 
sector to see job losses. 
 The March unemployment 
rate of 4.3 percent was 0.7 per-
centage point above the national 
rate reported by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics.  
 The labor force grew by an 
estimated 2,700 from 3,772,500 
in February, as 18,000 more 
residents were employed, and 
15,300 fewer residents were un-
employed over the month. 
 Over the year, the state’s sea-
sonally adjusted unemployment 
rate was down by 2.1 percentage 
points.  
 The state’s labor force partici-
pation rate – the total number of 
residents 16 or older who worked 
or were unemployed and active-
ly sought work in the last four 
weeks – was up one-tenth of a per-

centage point at 66.0 percent over 
the month. Compared to March 
2021, the labor force participation 
rate was up 0.8 percentage point. 
 

March 2022 Employment 
Overview 

 Professional and Business 
Services gained 7,200 (+1.2%) 
jobs over the month. Over the 
year, 33,300 (+5.6%) jobs were 
added. 
 Education and Health Ser-
vices gained 6,900 (+0.9%) jobs 
over the month. Over the year, 
30,400 (+3.9%) jobs were added. 
 Leisure and Hospitality 
gained 3,900 (+1.2%) jobs over 
the month. Over the year, 69,400 
(+25.5%) jobs were added. 
 Trade, Transportation and 
Utilities gained 2,000 (+0.4%) 
over the month. Over the year, 
16,400 (+3.0%) jobs were added. 
 Information gained 900 
(+0.9%) jobs over the month. 
Over the year, 4,900 (+5.4%) jobs 

were added. 
 Government gained 800 
(+0.2%) jobs over the month. 
Over the year, 11,900 (+2.8%) 
jobs were added. 
 Manufacturing gained 600 
(+0.3%) jobs over the month. 
Over the year, 6,600 (+2.9%) jobs 
were added. 
 Construction gained 100 
(+0.1%) jobs over the month. 
Over the year, 8,700 (+5.3%) jobs 
were added. 
 Financial Activities lost 100 jobs 
(-0.0%) over the month. Over the 
year, 4,200 (-1.9%) jobs were lost. 
Other Services lost 1,200 (-0.9%) 
jobs over the month. Over the 
year, 9,000 (+7.6%) jobs were 
added. 

  Labor Force Overview 
The March estimates show 
3,614,700 Massachusetts res-

idents were employed and 
160,600 were unemployed, for 
a total labor force of 3,775,300. 
The unemployment rate was 
down 0.4 percentage point at 
4.3 percent from the February 
rate of 4.7 percent. Over the 
month, the March labor force 
was up by 2,700 from 3,772,500 
in February, with 18,000 more 
residents employed and 15,300 
fewer residents unemployed. The 
labor force participation rate, the 
share of working age population 
employed and unemployed, in-
creased by 0.1 percentage point 
at 66.0 percent. The labor force 
was up 39,900 from the March 
2021 estimate of 3,735,400, as 
118,000 more residents were 
employed, and 78,100 fewer res-
idents were unemployed. 
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and expensive. We pay dearly 
throughout life to learn the hard 
way.  Thus, what we have stored 
up can be very valuable to us as 
we face additional life challenges 
and opportunities. 
  Your past decisions, work, 
interests, achievements, failures 
and mistakes all play a part in 
where you are today. This could 
be very good. Or, it could be very 
bad. If you learned from your 
mistakes and moved forward 
then you may be further ahead 

than you ever imagined. If you 
didn’t learn from your mistakes 
and you continue to make them 
then frustration and sadness is 
haunting you. 
 Today is a new day. You can’t 
change the past. You do not know 
the future. Live your best life 
now. Dispose of as much baggage 
as you can. Do away with old 
resentments and regrets. Forgive 
people. Forgive yourself. Don’t 
live in the cemetery but live with 
hope of seeing your loved one in 
a better place. 
 Paul, the author of Philippi-
ans said it this way, “Brethren, I 
count not myself to have appre-

hended: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before,  I 
press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus.” 

 Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national colum-
nist –  American Issues and Com-
mon Sense opinions, analysis, 
stories and features appear each 
week In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across the 
United States.
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 The Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation (Mass-
DOT), MBTA and the Massa-
chusetts Port Authority (Mass-
port) are announcing updates to 
masking requirements following 
a U.S. District Court judge’s de-
cision on Monday voiding the 
national mask mandate covering 
airplanes and other public trans-
portation.
 Beginning this week, the 
mask mandate on MBTA vehi-
cles and MBTA properties will 
be lifted for all MBTA customers. 
Masks will still be required by 
users of The RIDE paratransit 

services.
 In line with updated guidance 
from the Transportation Securi-
ty Administration (TSA), travel-
ers using the Commonwealth’s 
Massport facilities are no longer 
required to wear face coverings. 
This includes airports, Conley 
Terminal, and the Logan Express 
service.
 Most of the state’s 15 Regional 
Transit Authorities (RTA) are 
also rescinding the face-covering 
mandate but members of the pub-
lic should check with a specific 
RTA to confirm the requirement. 
 “The Commonwealth has fol-
lowed federal guidance in terms 
of face coverings and to be con-

sistent with that, we are lifting 
the face covering mandate at 
the Commonwealth’s transpor-
tation hubs and on most public 
transportation vehicles,” said 
Transportation Secretary and 
CEO Jamey Tesler.  “While these 
face covering requirements are 
being lifted, we remind travelers 
that masks are welcome if people 
choose to wear them.”
 MBTA General Manager 
Steve Poftak added, “Customers 
are no longer required to wear 
a mask on MBTA vehicles, or 
at stations or facilities if they 
choose not to; however, if people 
feel more comfortable wearing 
a facemask, then by all means 

continue to do so. The MBTA 
remains committed to safety 
and will continue adhering to 
all CDC and Massachusetts’ 
public health guidance. The T is 
continuing to clean vehicles and 
stations regularly and upgrade 
air filtration systems.”
 “In line with the TSA’s guid-
ance, mask wearing will now be 
optional within our airport facili-
ties and on Logan Express buses,” 
said Massport CEO Lisa Wieland. 
“There may still be certain re-
quirements onboard internation-
al flights, so we would encourage 
those passengers to check with 
their airline and destination.”
 The MBTA continues its ro-

bust cleaning programs for pas-
senger vehicles and stations, and 
the T regularly upgrades vehicles' 
air filtration systems.  Please find 
more information here on the MB-
TA's Ride Safer program: https://
www.mbta.com/covid19/ride-saf-
er?utm_campaign=curated-con-
tent&utm_content=Ride+Saf-
er&utm_medium=whats-hap-
pening&utm_source=homep-
age&utm_term=null
 Per the Department of Public 
Health, masks remain required 
in several settings including 
healthcare facilities and congre-
gate care facilities. For a full 
list of requirements, please visit: 
mass.gov/maskupma.

Face coverings no longer required for MBTA, airport travelers

Massachusetts unemployment and job estimates for March 
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Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.

UNLIMITED SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY | 673 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain | 617.522.2200 | jprealestate.com

55 Mozart St #3 - Jamaica Plain
Offered at $399,000
1 Bed, 1 Bath, 628 Sq.Ft. 
The Boston Home Team

 617.249.4237

319 Centre St #1 - Jamaica Plain
Offered at $600,000
3 Bed, 2 Bath, 1035 Sq.Ft. 
April Nelson, 401.965.2812

17 Newfield St - West Roxbury
COMING SOON
3 Bed, 1.5 Bath, 1600 Sq.Ft. 
Brilliant Places, 617.694.9759

19 Adelaide St #1L - Jamaica Plain
COMING SOON
1 Bed, 1 Bath, 1114 Sq.Ft. 
Good Boston Living, 617.971.7080

12 Centervale Park - Dorchester
COMING SOON
5 Bed, 2.5 Bath, 2480 Sq.Ft. Good 
Boston Living, 617.971.7080

405 Washington St #6 - Brookline
Offered at $885,000
2 Bed, 2 Bath, 1016 Sq.Ft. 
Celdra Allen, 617.283.8375

27 Taft Hill Ter #3 - Roslindale
COMING SOON
3 Bed, 2.5 Bath, 1601 Sq.Ft. 
Gioulianna Dimitri, 857.294.8267 
Brilliant Places, 617.694.9759

HOME IS THE HEART
OF OUR BUSINESS

 617.249.4237

15 Dow St - West Roxbury
COMING SOON
4 Bed, 2.5 Bath, 1716 Sq.Ft. 
The Boston Home Team

2 Bed, 1 Bath, 960 Sq.Ft. 
The Boston Home Team  
617.249.4237

146 Chestnut Ave #3 - Jamaica Plain
COMING SOON
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