
By Laura Plummer

On Thursday, May 5, the Ja-
maica Plain branch of the Bos-
ton Police Department hosted 
its monthly community relations 
meeting. The meeting is an op-
portunity for residents to ask 
questions of local law enforce-

ment. 
At every meeting, Sgt. John 

Dougherty provides year-to-date 
crime statistics compiled by the 
Boston Regional Intelligence 
Center. One chart examines Part 
One crimes, the most serious in 
nature.

Part One crime is up 7 percent 

across the city, and 4 percent 
in Jamaica Plain. Districts that 
experienced a greater increase 
in crime were Hyde Park (36%), 
West Roxbury (27%), Downtown 
(13%), Brighton (9%), Dorchester 
(6%) and South End (5%). Dis-
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WAKE UP THE EARTH FESTIVAL

PHOTO BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

Dani Jacobson and Mickey Cruzen were making some great music together during 44th annual 
Wake Up The Earth festival. See pages 18 and 19 for more photos. 

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neigh-
borhood Council (JPNC) Zoning 
Committee met virtually on May 
4, where two matters were dis-
cussed and approved: a proposal 
at 57 Brookside Ave., #14 to add 
and finish a bedroom in the sec-
ond floor loft area, and a propos-
al at 12 Cataumet St. to add a 
second-story addition to part of 
the house. 

57 BROOKSIDE AVE. #14
At 57 Brookside Ave., #14, 

applicant and homeowner Luke 
Bruffee explained that he would 
like to add a bedroom to the 
second story of his home, as a 
continuation of the existing loft. 

“The proposed project is to con-
tinue the loft all the way across 
from the center pole to the wall 
and make the total area of the 
loft space cover half of my unit,” 

By Laura Plummer

El jueves 5 de mayo, la sucurs-
al de Jamaica Plain del Depar-
tamento de Policía de Boston 
organizó su reunión mensual de 
relaciones comunitarias. La re-
unión es una oportunidad para 
que los residentes hagan pregun-

tas a la policía local. 
En cada reunión, el Sgto. John 

Dougherty proporciona estadísti-
cas delictivas hasta la fecha com-
piladas por el Centro Regional 
de Inteligencia de Boston. Un 
gráfico examina los delitos de la 
Parte Uno, los más graves.

El crimen de la Parte Uno ha 

subido un 7 por ciento en toda 
la ciudad, y el 4 por ciento en 
Jamaica Plain. Los distritos que 
experimentaron un mayor au-
mento de la delincuencia fueron 
Hyde Park (36 %), West Rox-
bury (27 %), Downtown (13 %), 
Brighton (9 %), Dorchester (6 %) 
y South End (5 %). Los distritos 

JP shootings now equal last year’s numbers

Tiroteos en JP igualan cifras del año pasado

JPNC Zoning Committee 
approves two proposals

Continued on page 2

By Lauren Bennett

After a process lasting about a 
decade, the murals on the Extra 
Space Storage building on Mc-
Bride Street are finally complete, 
and have been popular with the 
neighborhood so far. 

The murals are part of a com-
munity benefit package from the 
project at the  former Flanagan & 
Seaton site at 3529 Washington 
St., which is now the Vita con-
dominiums and the Extra Space 
storage facility.  Other community 
benefits include the community 

garden next to the storage build-
ing which opened last year, and 
the community room inside the 
storage building which is operat-
ed by Volunteers of America Mas-
sachusetts and is now available 
for free for community use.

These community benefits 
were negotiated by the Stony-
brook Neighborhood Association 
(SNA) when the initial project 
was proposed as a way to improve 
the lives of the Jamaica Plain 
community. 

SNA, local artists celebrate completion of 
murals on Extra Space Storage building

Continued on page 13
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que experimentaron un aumento 

menor en la delincuencia o una 
reducción fueron South Boston (2 
%), Mattapan (1 %), Roxbury (-1 
%) y East Boston (-6 %).

Los delitos de la Parte uno que 
experimentaron un aumento en 

Jamaica Plain en comparación 
con 2021 fueron homicidio, vio-
lación, agresión doméstica, robo 
y hurto de un vehículo. Los del-
itos que vieron una disminución 
incluyeron agresión no domésti-
ca, otros hurtos y robo de au-
tomóviles. El número de atracos 
se mantuvo igual (6).

Otro gráfico mostró el número 
de tiroteos fatales y no fatales. El 
número de tiroteos en la ciudad 
ha bajado un 24 por ciento. No 
cambió en Jamaica Plain, con 
tres tiroteos en 2021 y 2022. Los 
distritos que vieron una reduc-
ción en los tiroteos incluyeron 
Dorchester, Hyde Park, Matta-
pan y Roxbury.

La tasa de arrestos aumentó 
en la ciudad, del 40 por ciento 
de los delitos denunciados que 
resultaron en arrestos a más del 
44 por ciento.

El Sgto. Dougherty alienta a 
los residentes a comunicarse con 
el distrito si tienen alguna inqui-
etud sobre la seguridad pública.

La reunión de relaciones 
públicas es el primer jueves de 
cada mes a las 6:30 p. m. por 
Zoom. La próxima reunión será 
el 2 de junio. Se anima a asistir a 
todos los residentes interesados ​​
en la vigilancia comunitaria.

tricts that saw a smaller increase 
in crime or a reduction were 
South Boston (2%), Mattapan 
(1%), Roxbury (-1%) and East 
Boston (-6%).

Part One crimes that saw an 
uptick in Jamaica Plain com-
pared to 2021 were homicide, 
rape, domestic assault, bur-
glary and larceny from a vehi-
cle. Crimes that saw a decrease 

included non-domestic assault, 
other larceny and auto theft. The 
number of robberies remained 
the same (6).

Another graph showed the 
number of fatal and nonfatal 
shootings. The number of shoot-
ings in the city is down 24 per-
cent. It was unchanged in Jamai-
ca Plain, with three shootings 
in 2021 and 2022. Districts that 
saw a reduction in shootings in-
cluded Dorchester, Hyde Park, 
Mattapan and Roxbury.

The arrest rate is up in the 

city, from 40 percent of reported 
crimes resulting in arrests to 
over 44 percent.

Sgt. Dougherty encourages 
residents to contact the district 
with any concerns regarding 
public safety.

The police and community re-
lations meeting is on the first 
Thursday of the month at 6:30 
pm on Zoom. The next meeting 
will be on June 2. All residents 
interested in community policing 
are encouraged to attend.

Shootings
Continued from page 1

Tiroteos
Continued from page 1

Jamaica Plain resident Cam-
ron D. Bryant, PhD, associate 
professor of pharmacology and 
psychiatry at Boston University 
School of Medicine (BUSM), has 
been awarded a five-year, $3.5 
million grant from the National 
Institutes of Health National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, which 
will help fund his latest research 
on the various aspects of drug 
addiction, includinggenetics. 
Kathleen Kantak, PhD, profes-
sor of psychological and brain 
sciences at Boston University, 
is a multi-principal investigator 
recipient of this award.

Concurrent with the opioid 
epidemic, cocaine use disor-
der (CUD) and cocaine-related 
deaths have skyrocketed over the 
past decade. Despite a well-doc-
umented genetic component, the 
genetic factors underlying risk 
versus protection from CUD re-
main largely unknown. “At the 
moment, there are no FDA-ap-
proved drugs for CUD; thus, a 
better understanding of the risk 
factors for CUD could ultimately 
lead to new therapeutics,” ex-
plains Bryant.

Kantak and Bryant recent-
ly identified robust differences 
between two genetically similar 
experimental models that pre-
dict risk for cocaine addiction, 
including impulsive- and com-
pulsive-like behaviors.

Using this award, they will ap-
ply quantitative genetics toward 
these behavioral measures and 
toward gene expression analysis 
(RNA, protein) to identify the 
causal genes underlying differ-
ences in susceptibility to these 
behaviors. According to Bryant, 
the fact that these model strains 
are nearly identical at the genet-
ic level will facilitate the pace of 
gene discovery.

Bryant completed his under-
graduate degree in psychology 
at the University of Illinois, Ur-
bana-Champaign and earned his 

PhD in neuroscience from UCLA 
in 2006 where he focused on 
signaling mechanisms and Pav-
lovian-conditioned properties of 
opioid adaptive behaviors. He 
completed positions as a postdoc 
and research associate in genet-
ics at the University of Chicago 
prior to joining the department 
of pharmacology at BUSM in 
2012.

He has received numerous 
awards including the Achieve-
ment Award for College Scien-
tists (ARCS), the International 
Behavioural and Neural Genet-
ics Society (IBANGS) Outstand-
ing Young investigator Award 
for Postdocs, the IBANGS Early 
Career Scientist Award, and the 
American College of Neuropsy-
chopharmacology (ACNP) Travel 
Award. He is currently the pres-
ident of IBANGS, a full member 
of ACNP and serves as a fre-
quent ad hoc reviewer for sever-
al peer-reviewed journals in his 
field including Genes, Brain and 
Behavior,Psychopharmacology, 
PLoS Genetics, Neuropsycho-
pharmacology, Communications 
Biology, and Addiction Biology. 
He currently a permanent mem-
ber on NIH Study section and is 
the Associate Director for the 
Center for Systems Neuroscience 
at Boston University.

JP’s Camron D. Bryant receives NIH 
funding to study addiction-related behavior

Camron D. Bryant, PhD.

THE RESIDENTIAL 

GROUP 
The Residential Group is 
proud to announce the 
addition of Sarah Carroll to 
our brokerage team as an 
Associate Partner. 

Sarah has been selling real 
estate in the Jamaica Plain, 
Greater Boston and Metro 
West markets for the past 15 
years, and has career sales 
eclipsing $200,000,000. 

Sarah can be reached at 
781-820-0280 or by emaiI at 
sarah@residentialgroup.com

16 Clarendon Street. Boston, MA 02116 I www.residentialgroup.com 

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

‘CICERO’
Cicero is happy and playful 4 month old puppy. 

He will need 
someone who 
has time during 
the day to 
continue his 
training and 
socialization. 
He looks like a 
Catahoula mix, 
so he’s going 
to be a large 
dog when fully 
grown. He’s shy 
of children but 
adores other 
dogs!

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by 

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

www.buddydoghs.org

By John Lynds

With the neighborhood and 
city’s weekly COVID positive 
test rate still climbing, the Bos-
ton Public Health Commission 
(BPHC) is recommending resi-
dents take precautions to stop 
the spread. 

The BPHC also renewed its 
recommendation that masks be 
worn in indoor public settings, 
including public transportation 

and transportation hubs, gov-
ernment buildings, and crowded 
indoor venues. The recommenda-
tion is especially important for 
those who are at high risk for 
severe illness or who live with 
someone who is high risk.

“With COVID-19 cases rising, 
we are urging all Bostonians to 
take extra precautions to protect 
yourselves, your family, and our 
community. If you are feeling 
unwell, get tested at one of our 

free City sites or take a rapid 
test. It’s also important to stay 
up to date on your vaccinations,” 
said Executive Director of the 
BPHC Dr. Bisola Ojikutu,  “We 
are recommending that individ-
uals protect themselves and oth-
ers by masking indoors, partic-
ularly in crowded places. These 
precautions are how we protect 
the progress we’ve made in our 
community.”

In Jamaica Plain things have 

Jamaica Plain’s COVID positive test-rate remains over 8 percent
leveled out a bit but the weekly 
positive test rate still remains 
over 8 percent. 

Last week, 1,505 Jamaica 
Plain residents were tested for 
the virus last week and 8.3 
percent were positive--this was 
1 percent decrease but almost 
level from the 8.4 percent that 

tested positive as reported by 
the BPHC on May 2. 

One hundred twenty five ad-
ditional residents contracted 
the virus between May 2 and 
May 9 and there are now 8,362 
confirmed cases in the neigh-

Continued on page 6



 Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   MAY 13, 2022  •    3

Staff Report

Boston Design Week has an-
nounced Eliot School of Fine 
& Applied Arts as winner of 
its Producers’ Choice Award. The 
awards celebration took place on 
May 6 at Boston Design Center, 
in the Seaport District.  

Boston Design Week seeks to 
increase public awareness and 
appreciation of all aspects of de-
sign, foster recognition of the 
vital role design plays in our 
lives, and bring new audiences 
to a wide array of design indus-
tries and organizations. Each 
year, it pulls together more than 
a week of trunk shows, open 
houses, talks, exhibitions, and 
other events to showcase Bos-
ton’s broad array of design prac-
titioners, and to encourage the 
public to explore all aspects of 
design.  Its 9th Annual Boston 

Design Week Awards celebrate 
the diversity of the design com-
munity in greater Boston. 

Boston Design Week produc-
ers chose the Eliot School for its 
Producer’s Award to recognize 
the organization’s educational 
achievements in the world of 
craft and creativity, its drive to 
inspire lifelong learning, its ef-
forts to contribute to a more 
just and equal world, and its 
commitment to provide a safe, 
creative learning environment 
for students, teachers, and staff 
of any nationality, ethnic origin, 
race, color, religion, physical abil-
ity, economic status, documenta-
tion status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity and expression.  

“We are honored to receive 
this award from Boston Design 
Week, which does so much to 
celebrate the great array of de-
sign work done here in Boston,” 

said Abigail Norman, Executive 
Director of the Eliot School.

“We’re proud of the work we do 
to inspire learning in craft and 
design, from the youngest chil-
dren to people past retirement, 
and everyone in between.”  

Norman told the Gazette that 
the Eliot School has never won 
this award before, but “we’ve 
always been proud to partici-
pate” in Boston Design Week. 
“We know them very well,” she 
said, adding that “they know 
us well.”

Building on an extraordinary 
346-year history, the Eliot School 
of Fine & Applied Arts culti-
vates welcoming environments 
where people convene across 
a continuum of age, economic 
means and backgrounds to build 
skills, craftsmanship and com-

munity. Its offerings satisfy the 
human desires to create, engage 
in self-expression, and learn by 
doing; and its vision builds upon 
the school’s historic role in shap-
ing arts education. 

The Eliot School teaches art 
and woodworking in Boston’s 
public schools and community 
centers. It offers classes to people 
of all ages in fine and applied 

arts in its schoolhouse in Bos-
ton’s Jamaica Plain neighbor-
hood, including woodworking, 
upholstery, sewing, fiber arts, 
visual arts, and more, for adults 
outside of work and young people 
outside of school. In addition, 
its Teen Bridge and Artist in 
Residence programs support art 
making, youth development, and 
community.

Morrison’s 
Auto-Rite

Outstanding Service since 1969

617-522-4444
www.MorrisonsAutoRite.com

475 Centre St
Jamaica Plain on 
the 39 bus and 

convenient to the 
Orange Line

Call for an  
appointment

Spring Special
Oil, Filter & Lube, Rotate Tires, Inspect Brakes, Suspension, 

Cooling System, Exhaust and Check Air Conditioning  
Performance for the Warm Weather

Most cars & light trucks. Please present this 
advertisement at time of check-in. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 6/1/10

Only $59.95

EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

Bruffee said, adding that this is 
“very similar to many other units 
in this building.”

Bruffee also wants to add a 
laundry closet to house his wash-
er and dryer, as well as add 
a window above the front door 
for the bedroom to make it an 
egress. He said that the windows 
would match Unit #15, which is 
right next door. The proposal also 
includes adding a closet in the 
existing bedroom, as it currently 
does not have one, as well as to 
add a closet in the proposed new 
bedroom as well.

Committee Omer Hecht, who 
said he’s also an abutter, was in 
support of the proposal.

Committee member Carolyn 
Royce said she attended the 
abutters meeting for this pro-
posal, and there were about four 
or five abutters in attendance. 
“We’re in support,” she said, and 
added that other abutters also 
seemed to be in support as well..

The committee voted to ap-
prove the project.

12 CATAUMET ST.
Owner David Rand presented 

the proposal for his home at 12 
Cataumet St. 

“In the rear of our home, we 
have an existing single floor area 
and we’re just attempting to put 
a second floor on top of that,” 
he said.

He said a zoning variance is 
needed only because the existing 
house is a nonconforming use, 
therefore any work triggers a 
zoning violation.

The addition will be used to 
enlarge the existing bedroom, 
as well as create a new primary 
bathroom. 

“It doesn’t affect any of the 
houses around it,” Rand said. 
“I have letters of support from 
neighbors on both sides, be-
hind me, and directly across the 
street.”

The addition will go on top of 
an area in the back of the house 
that is currently only one story. 

“We have very limited bath-
room and closet areas,” Rand 
said, so the purpose of this proj-
ect is to create a bathroom and 
a larger closet. “Our existing 
primary bathroom will become 
an ensuite bathroom for another 
bedroom on the floor,” he said. 

Rand said that he moved here 
almost two years ago with his 
family, and he has two children 
who attend the Curley School, so 
“this is, as far as I’m concerned, 
our forever home,” he said. “We’re 
here for the long term.

Committee member Kevin 
Leary reported that the Jamaica 
Hills Association had heard this 
matter and spoke with abutters, 
and “unanimously approved” the 
proposal.

An abutters meeting had also 
been held.

The Zoning Committee voted 
to approve the proposal. 

Zoning
Continued from page 1

Eliot School of Fine & Applied Arts wins Producer’s Choice Award from Boston Design Week
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By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Pond Association 
(JPA) met virtually on May 2, 
where it discussed several topics 
relating to returning to in-person 
meetings, as well as projects in 
the neighborhood.

RETURN TO IN-PERSON
JPA member Franklyn Salim-

bene spoke about when the group 
might consider returning to 
in-person meetings, and asked 
for feedback from other members 
about the idea. This is something 
a number of groups have been 
considering more than two years 
into the pandemic.

He said with a “number of 
institutions transitioning back 
to in person meetings, I would 
hate to think that we’d become a 
permanent television program.” 
He suggested September as a 
possible month to have in-person 
meetings again.

“I think that’s the ultimate 
goal—to come back to in-per-
son meetings for a multitude 
of reasons,” said JPA chair Kay 
Mathew, “but I think that we also 
need to be aware of the need to 
meet in a safe space and I would 
not go back to Perkins St.” 

Before the pandemic, the JPA 
met at the Jamaicaway Tower & 
Townhouses on Perkins St. in the 
small community room. 

“It’s too small, and the venti-
lation is not that great,” Mathew 
said. “We’ve had meetings of as 
many as 40 people.”

JPA member Kevin Moloney 

said he agrees with Mathew. 
“The Jamaicaway Tower was a 
superspreader event in waiting,” 
he said. “We were all cramped to-
gether, elbow to elbow, and that’s 
not a healthy environment these 
days.”

Michael Reiskind, who is a 
member of several other com-
munity groups, including the Ja-
maica Plain Historical Society, 
said that the Historical Society 
met last summer in a backyard, 
though the group was only six 
or eight people. “We did meet 
during the winter in person,” he 
added.

He also said that more than 
50 people attended the JP Cen-
tre/South Main Streets annu-
al meeting at the First Church 
parish hall. “I think people felt 
comfortable in that large space,” 
he said. “It seemed to go pretty 
well; they even had food.”

JPA member Barry Schwartz 
said, “I like the idea of returning 
in-person,” and suggested the 
Emerald Necklace Conservancy 
space at the Curley Mansion  as 
a potential new meeting place. 

JPA member Peter Steiger 
wondered about the idea of of-
fering both in-person and Zoom 
options to let as many people as 
possible participate in the JPA 
meetings. 

JPA member David Moir 
talked about various meeting 
spaces that could be potential op-
tions, including the First Baptist 
Church and the First Church. 

“I feel very strongly that these 
are important community spaces 

and if they cost a little money, 
that doesn’t matter,” he said, 
because he thinks it’s important 
for the JPA to support local  or-
ganizations.

JPA member Martin Thomp-
son said that he thinks the group 
should “encourage masks” when 
they do meet in person again. 

Moir also suggested an open 
air space in the summer, such as 
Jamaica Pond, which seemed to 
be received well by others, and 
the group might consider doing 
that at least once this summer. 

The group will also return to 
the conversation of going back to 
in person meetings at the June 
JPA meeting.

JAMAICAWAY: 
INSTALLATION 
OF FOG LINES

“This is not a new subject for 
us,” said Kevin Moloney. “The 
only place that the fog lines don’t 
exist is Perkins St. and Eliot, 
both inbound and outbound.” He 
said they exist on Centre St., and 
on Pond Ave. in Brookline.

“I don’t think there’s an ar-
gument that the DCR can legit-
imately raise for not doing it,” 
Moloney said. He suggested the 
group send another letter to the 
DCR asking a crew to come paint 
the fog lines on the street. “It’s 
a maintenance item,” he said, 
adding that he would be willing 
to help draft the letter. 

The group also discussed is-
sues with traffic on the Jamai-
caway, with JPA member Mi-
chael Frank talking about his 

recent trip to Florida and how 
well he thought the roads were 
marked.

Kay Mathew said she is “going 
to pursue getting a DCR rep here 
at our meetings from now on,” 
and Lena Shapiro from Sen. So-
nia Chang-Diaz’s office said she 
can help with that.

MARKINGS FOR 
PARKING ON 
CENTRE ST.

Kevin Moloney discussed 
markings for parking at such 
streets as Orchard, Aldworth, 
Dunster, and Holbrook. Moloney 
said he would like to send a letter 
to Mayor Wu and the city’s Chief 
of Streets to “fix parking up tight 
to the intersection” on Centre 
St., as fire trucks are unable to 
get through with the way things 
are now.

Moloney also talked about 
reconstituting the JPA Centre 
Street Business Committee to 
talk about licensing issues on 
Centre St.

“I’d like us to be in a position 
where we could insist on having 
a say,” Moloney said, and are 
looking for volunteers to be on 
the committee.

PARKS, PARKWAYS, AND 
OPEN SPACE

JPA member Jamie Maguire 
talked about the Parks, Park-
ways, and Open Space Com-
mittee, saying that “I think the 
JPA needs to do something else, 
another letter or something for 
the Pathway Maintenance and 

Design Improvement. 
My’Kel McMillen from Coun-

cilor Lara’s office said he would 
be glad to assist with this and 
that the councilor needs to be 
involved. 

JAMAICA PLAIN 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

COUNCIL REPORT
JPA member Michael Reis-

kind, who is also on the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Coun-
cil (JPNC), reported that the 
JPNC’s Public Service Commit-
tee “discussed their initiatives 
for the next two years.” He also 
said that there will be a discus-
sion about banning space savers 
in Jamaica Plain, as well as bike 
issues around Perkins St., which 
is controlled by the DCR.

Reiskind said that the Hous-
ing & Development Committee 
continued “discussion of the Poor 
Clare Convent and its proposed 
demolition by the Poor Clare 
sisters and sale to the developer.” 
He said there was a discussion of 
whether or not the building has 
enough historical significance to 
prevent it from being razed. 

Reiskind also reported on the 
Jamaica Plain Business and Pro-
fessional Association (JP BAPA), 
which supported the proposal 
for Pondside Pet Care to move 
across the street. He said they 
also discussed “cleanliness of the 
street,”and are “thinking of re-
constituting the JP Shines com-
mittee,” an anti-litter committee.

FIND US ONLINE: J A M A I C A P L A I N G A Z E T T E . C O M

Jamaica Pond Association discusses neighborhood updates

By John Lynds

Boston Police released the 
first quarter crime stats for Ja-
maica Plain’s violent Part One 
Crime stayed the same while 
nonviolent Part One Crime was 
up 4 percent. 

Part One Crimes are the more 
serious crimes the Boston Po-
lice keep track of and are split 
between violent and nonviolent 
Part One Crimes. 

When comparing January 1, 
2022 through May 8, 2022 with 
the same time period during the 
first quarter of 2021 there was 
one homicide so far this year 
with zero reported during the 
same period in 2021. 

Rape or attempted rape is up 
300 percent with one incident in 
the first quarter of 2021 and four 
reported so far this year.

Robbery and attempted rob-

bery stayed the same with six 
incidents reported in the first 
quarter of 2021 and six reported 
so far this year.

Domestic aggravated assaults 
increased 33 percent with nine 
incidents in the first quarter of 
2021 and 12 reported so far this 
year.

Non-domestic aggravated as-
saults dropped 24 percent with 
29 incidents in the first quarter 
of 2021 and 22 reported so far 
this year. 

All in all, there were 45 report-
ed violent Part One Crimes in the 
first four months of 2022, which 

was the same number during the 
first four months of 2021. 

As for nonviolent Part One 
Crimes, the overall numbers are 
up 4 percent according to the 
report. 

There were five commer-
cial burglaries in the first four 
months of 2021 but that number 
has jumped 60 percent with eight 
reported so far this year. 

Residential burglaries are up 
90 percent with 11 reported in 
the first four months of 2021 and 
21 reported so far this year. 

Larcenies from a motor vehi-
cle are up 2 percent and other 

larcenies are down 5.5 percent. 
Auto theft is down four per-

cent with 24 reported in the first 
four months of 2021 and 23 re-
ported so far this year. 

Overall there were 224 nonvi-
olent Part One Crimes reported 
so far this year, up four percent 
from the 216 reported during the 
first four months of 2021. 

As always, if you observe any 
unusual activity or observe a 
crime in progress, don’t hesitate 
to call 9-1-1. 

During first quarter of 2022 violent Part One Crime remains the same

Weathertite Roofing
   & Remodeling Co.

508-942-4200

Many Roof Repairs Under $500 
All Gutter Work

New Roofs: Shingle, Slate, 
Copper, Rubber

All Decks, Porches, Wood Rot

WeathertiteRoofingMA@yahoo.com
FREE ESTIMATES | 30 Years Exp.
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Staff Report

With spring arriving and sum-
mer around the corner, many 
people are looking for fun activ-
ities to do. Anna VanRemoortel, 
Executive Director of the Roslin-
dale Village Main Streets, shared 
a list of upcoming events in the 
neighborhood with the Gazette:

The Roslindale Farmers Mar-
ket - Our market opens on June 

4th and runs through November 
19th. The market is every Satur-
day from 9-1:30 at Adams Park 
in Roslindale. Opening Day will 
be an event full of music, chil-
dren’s activities, and a ribbon 
cutting by Mayor Wu. While the 
market happens at Adams Park, 
there will also be an art market 
happening at the same time on 
Birch St Plaza (more details on 
this event to come). More info on 

the farmers market can be found 
at roslindale.net/farmers-mar-
ket. 

Birch St Plaza - This is one of 
the new and popular public spac-
es in Roslindale which RVMS 
volunteers and staff are now 

By John Lynds

Organizations in Jamaica 
Plain and Roslindale that are 
working with the immigrant 
community were among six or-
ganizations in the the City of 
Boston to receive a mental health 
mini-grant from Mayor’s Office 
for Immigrant Advancement 
(MOIA). 

Mayor Michelle Wu made the 
announcement this week that 
the Chica Project, the Family 
Nurturing Center for Massachu-
setts and the Somali Parents 
Advocacy Center for Education 
will each receive $6,500 to help 
expand mental health program-
ming for immigrant communi-

ties. 
“Accessing traditional mental 

health services can be challeng-
ing for immigrant communities 
because of barriers from lan-
guage and culture,” said Mayor 
Wu. “These nonprofits are pro-
viding mental health support 
in a way that meets residents 
where they are, and I am grateful 
that the City can support their 
important and timely efforts.”

The Chica Project will use 
the grant for trainings and con-
versations to address social and 
cultural factors that contribute 
to mental health challenges and 
suicide risks in Latinx and Black 
female students

The Family Nurturing Cen-
ter for Massachusetts will use 
the money to hold two monthly 
Nurturing Circles and provide 
weekly opportunities to access 
affordable healthy foods for Cape 
Verdean immigrants in Roslin-
dale, Dorchester, Allston, Brigh-
ton and Hyde Park.  

Finally, the Somali Parents 
Advocacy Center for Education 
(SPACE) will use the grant mon-
ey to provide 10 small group ses-
sions in Roslindale and Roxbury 
for Somali immigrant families 
with children with disabilities

“COVID-19 has disproportion-
ately impacted our immigrant 
communities,” said Yusufi Vali, 

Director of the Mayor’s Office 
for Immigrant Advancement. “As 
we address recovery efforts, we 
must prioritize mental health 
and explore innovative ways to 
help people heal.”

MOIA will partner with the 
Leah Zallman Center for Immi-

grant Health Research to learn 
how the Community Healing 
Center Project with MAE and 
other awardees improve mental 
health resources for immigrants. 
The results will be used to guide 
the City’s future investments in 
programming. 

Continued on page 6

RoslindaleNeighbors  

FALL 2022 
REGISTRATION 

BEGINS JUNE 15

WWW.TWDANCE.COM SUZYTWDC@GMAIL.COM

AGES 5-14

JULY 18-22
AUG. 15-19
AUG. 22-26
AUG. 29 - 

SEPT. 2

AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE

Visit us  and let us create 
an amazing experience 

in authentic Indian cuisine

DELIVERY OR PICK UP
617-942-2966 or www.tikki-masala.com

3706 Washington St.  JP, At Forest Hills

Bring this ad  for a 
free appetizer
with dinner purchase 

Exp. 5-31-22

Open 11:30 am till 10:00 pm

DELIVERY OR PICK UPDELIVERY OR PICK UP

INSIDE SEATING!!!INSIDE SEATING!!!

BUILDING 
COMMUNITY 
TOGETHER Ellen + Janis Real Estate Team 

—
617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com 

       ELLEN+JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, 
A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.  
       ELLEN+JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, 

Jamaica Plain, Roslindale organization among six to receive mental health mini-grants

Things to do in Roslindale this Spring and Summer
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borhood since the start of the 
pandemic.

Boston’s citywide weekly pos-
itive test rate also increased last 

week and is now close to 9 per-
cent. 

According to the BPHC 17,476 
residents were tested citywide 
last week and 8.8 percent were 
COVID positive--this was a 13 
percent increase from the 7.8 
percent that reportedly tested 
positive for the week ending on 
May 2. 

Health experts are saying the 
new subvariant of the omicron 
strain, known as BA.2, is now 
the dominant strain in the US 
and 30 percent more infectious 
than the BA.1 omicron strain 
responsible for the last surge. 

With higher transmission lev-
els, wearing a mask can prevent 
individuals from getting sick, 
testing can help stop the spread 
of COVID-19, and vaccination 
with boosting reduces the risk 
of severe illness and hospital-
ization.

Citywide positive cases of 
coronavirus increased 1.7 per-
cent last week and went from 
178,291 to 181,346 confirmed 
cases since the start of the pan-
demic. 

RoslindaleNeighbors  

CLASSES FOR  
ALL AGES

Inspiring
lifelong learning in craftsmanship

eliotschool.org

Wood 
Fashion 
Art

If you’d like for your scholar to go above and 
beyond their current achievement level or prep 

for major testing, then you need to call me, 

 

• Beginning through      
Advanced Reading

• Vocabulary Development
• English Language          

Improvement

• Close Reading and   
Comprehension

• Subject-Area Writing and 
Composition
• Study Skills

READING & LANGUAGE SKILLS

untiredteacher@gmail.com
A retired teacher who's never tired of teaching!

programming. We’ll have pop up 
events throughout the season 
including a plant sale on May 
17th from 3-6pm. The Thomas M 
Donahue Roslindale Parade Gala 
will also be on Birch St Plaza this 
Friday at 5:30.  Keep an eye out 
for more Birch St Plaza pop up 
events on our calendar and email 
newsletter! For more info, visit 
roslindale.net/birchstplaza.

The Substation - The Roslin-
dale Substation had its grand 
opening on May 12. The Sub-
station is home to WorkHub, a 
co-working space, and a beau-
tiful event space on the main 
level. They also have started a 
local brewery residency program 
where they will have brewers 
join for 4-5 month residencies. 
This summer they have Brockton 
Beer Company. The Substation 
beer hall is open Fridays from 
4-10 and Saturdays from 12-10. 
The Substation also hosts pop 
up events. Every Saturday from 
11-6, you’ll find a Rozzie Bound 
book store pop up. Check out The 
Substation’s full calendar of pop 

up events!
Roslindale Branch Library - 

The Roslindale Branch Library 
always has great events going 
on. They are having a yarn and 
book sale on May 19-21. Check 
out their calendar for all of their 
upcoming events, which can be 
found at friendsofroslindaleli-
brary.org/events/.

Local Business Events - The 
Square Root is a cafe that has 
weekly concerts and trivia 
nights. They often post events on 
their Facebook Page. The Rozzie 
Square Theater is a hub for all 
things comedy, magic, and im-
prov. They even have drop-in im-
prov classes for beginners! Check 
out their calendar here for up-
coming events. Napper Tandy’s 
and Distraction Brewing also 
have weekly trivia and game 
nights. Birch Street Bistro also 
has live music every Thursday 
night at 8:30. 

This is just a small sampling 
of the many events happening 
in Roslindale this spring and 
summer! To stay in the loop, visit 
our events page (https://www.ro-
slindale.net/events) and sign up 
for our weekly email newsletter 
(https://www.roslindale.net/).

By John Lynds

With the neighborhood and 
city’s weekly COVID positive 
test rate still climbing, the Bos-
ton Public Health Commission 
(BPHC) is recommending resi-
dents take precautions to stop 
the spread. 

The BPHC also renewed its 
recommendation that masks be 
worn in indoor public settings, in-
cluding public transportation and 
transportation hubs, government 
buildings, and crowded indoor 
venues. The recommendation is 
especially important for those 
who are at high risk for severe 
illness or who live with someone 
who is high risk.

“With COVID-19 cases rising, 
we are urging all Bostonians to 
take extra precautions to protect 
yourselves, your family, and our 
community. If you are feeling un-
well, get tested at one of our free 
City sites or take a rapid test. It’s 
also important to stay up to date 
on your vaccinations,” said Exec-
utive Director of the BPHC Dr. 
Bisola Ojikutu,  “We are recom-
mending that individuals protect 

themselves and others by mask-
ing indoors, particularly in crowd-
ed places. These precautions are 
how we protect the progress we’ve 
made in our community.”

In Roslindale things have lev-
eled out a bit but the weekly 
positive test rate is still hovering 
near 8 percent. 

Last week, 988 Roslindale res-
idents were tested for the virus 
last week and 7.9 percent were 
positive--this was 1 percent de-
crease but almost level from the 
8 percent that tested positive as 
reported by the BPHC on May 2. 

Seventy-eight additional res-
idents contracted the virus be-
tween May 2 and May 9 and there 
are now 7,906 confirmed cases in 
the neighborhood since the start 
of the pandemic.

Boston’s citywide weekly posi-
tive test rate increased last week 
and is now close to 9 percent. 

According to the BPHC 17,476 
residents were tested citywide 
last week and 8.8 percent were 
COVID positive--this was a 13 
percent increase from the 7.8 
percent that reportedly tested 
positive for the week ending on 

May 2. 
Health experts are saying the 

new subvariant of the omicron 
strain, known as BA.2, is now the 
dominant strain in the US and 30 
percent more infectious than the 
BA.1 omicron strain responsible 
for the last surge. 

Dr. Ojikutu and the BPHC also 
reported last week the amount 
of COVID-19 particles in local 
wastewater samples has in-
creased by 109 percent over a 
14-day period, suggesting that 
cases could continue to rise in 
the coming weeks. New hospital-
izations have also slowly risen in 
Boston during this time period. 

With higher transmission lev-
els, wearing a mask can prevent 
individuals from getting sick, 
testing can help stop the spread 
of COVID-19, and vaccination 
with boosting reduces the risk of 
severe illness and hospitalization.

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down the 
number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It 
also breaks down the number of 
cases by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 1.7 percent last 
week and went from 178,291 to 
181,346 confirmed cases since the 
start of the pandemic.  

There was one additional death 
in Boston from the virus in the 
past week and the total number 
of COVID deaths is now at 1,459.

Roslindale’s weekly COVID positive test-rate hovers near 8 percent Things To Do
Continued from page 5

COVID
Continued from page 2



 Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   MAY 13 2022    •    7

PLEASE  RECYCLE

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

336 WASHiNGTON ST DORCHESTER
4CORNERSYOGAWELLNESS.COM

4006 WASHiNGTON ST, ROSLiNDALE
WWW.FiT4LiFEMOVEMENT.COM

Our vision is to 
provide a total 
holistic wellness 
solution for the 

community.  We offer 
yoga, reflexology, 

reiki, mediation and 
massages.

We are an inclusive 
environment where all body 
types, fitness levels, and 
wellness goals are united.  
The Fit4life Movement is a 
family made up of people 
who understand that 
wellness is much bigger 

than just exercise, rather 
it’s a Whole-body Wellness 

Movement!

Weeks of Weeks of June 27 and July 5, 11, 18 June 27 and July 5, 11, 18 & 25& 25

ART ART ** Voice  Voice ** Drama  Drama **  
DanceDance

WhereWhere: Spontaneous Celebrations
45 Danforth Street, Jamaica Plain

Time: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. w/ Ext. Day option
Cost: $425. per week, Except July 5, $340 (4 days) 
$25. non-refundable registration fee

For more info.  kidstogetherinthearts.com 
Or call: 617.595.5274

Kids…Together in the ARTS!!!
Summer 2022

$50 Sibling 
Discount 
Available 

RoslindaleNeighbors  

OPEN 8:00am to 8:30pm Tuesday - Sunday

Friendly Neighborhood Diner

154 Green St JP 02130 evergreeneateryjp.com617-477-9573

154 Green St. JP • 617-477-9573

VISIT US AND ENJOY!!!
Inside And Pod Patio Seating Available! 

Delivery available 3pm-8:30pm

H A I R  •  S K I N  •  N A I L S 
T A U P E  A N D  T E A L

6 Belgrade Ave. Roslindale, Ma.
617-325-0002 Gift Cards Available

See You In 

The Village Square

Tuesday-Sunday    

 

H A I R  •  S K I N  •  N A I L S 

T A U P E  A N D  T E A L

               Concept Salon
www.centrecuts.com

6 Belgrade Ave. Roslindale, Ma.
617-325-0002 Gift Cards Available

See You In 

The Village Square

 —A BOUTIQUE —

Tuesday-Sunday    

 

H A I R  •  S K I N  •  N A I L S 

T A U P E  A N D  T E A L

               Concept Salon
www.centrecuts.com

6 Belgrade Ave. Roslindale, Ma.
617-325-0002 Gift Cards Available

See You In 

The Village Square

 —A BOUTIQUE —

Tuesday-Sunday    

 

By John Lynds

Boston Police released the first 
quarter crime stats for Roslin-
dale/West Roxbury and violent 
Part One Crime stayed the same 
while nonviolent Part One Crime 
was up four percent. 

Part One Crimes are the more 
serious crimes the Boston Police 
keep track of and are split be-
tween violent and nonviolent Part 
One Crimes. 

When comparing January 1, 
2022 through May 8, 2022 with 
the same time period during the 
first quarter of 2021 there was 
one homicide so far this year with 
zero reported during the same 
period in 2021. 

Rape or attempted rape stayed 
the same with two  incident in 
the first quarter of 2021 and two 
reported so far this year.

Robbery and attempted rob-

bery is up 100 percent with five  
incidents reported in the first 
quarter of 2021 and 10 reported 
so far this year.

Domestic aggravated assaults 
decreased 28.5 percent with 14 in-
cidents in the first quarter of 2021 
and 10 reported so far this year.

Non-domestic aggravated as-
saults are up 100  percent with 
eight incidents in the first quarter 
of 2021 and 16 reported so far 
this year. 

All in all there were 39 report-
ed violent Part One Crimes in the 
first four months of 2022, which 
was an increase of 41 percent 
from the 29 reported during the 
first four months of 2021. 

As for nonviolent Part One 
Crimes, the overall numbers are 
up 27 percent according to the 
report. 

There were four commercial 

burglaries in the first four months 
of 2021 but that number has 
jumped 100 percent with eight 
reported so far this year. 

Residential burglaries are 
down 43 percent with 23 reported 
in the first four months of 2021 
and 13 reported so far this year. 

Larcenies from a motor vehicle 
are up 179 percent while other 
larcenies are down 6.5 percent. 

Auto theft is up 91 percent 
with 11 reported in the first four 
months of 2021 and 21 reported 
so far this year. 

Overall there were 231 nonvio-
lent Part One Crimes reported so 
far this year, up 27 percent from 
the182 reported during the first 
four months of 2021. 

As always, if you observe any 
unusual activity or observe a 
crime in progress, don’t hesitate 
to call 9-1-1. 

During first quarter of 2022 violent Part One Crime up 
41 percent, nonviolent Part One Crime up 27 percent
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By John Lynds

With the help from local do-
nors former City Councilor and 
Mayoral Candidate Annissa 
Essaibi George traveled to the 
Poland-Ukraine border recently 
to deliver supplies to Ukrainian 
refugees fleeing the war raging 
in their homeland. 

Essaibi George and a small 
group of volunteers, which in-
cluded her sister Sonia, spent 
a week delivering supplies and 
volunteering in Poland at the 
refugee centers in Przemysl and 
Medyka and even traveled across 
the border into Ukraine to help 
deliver supplies.  

“Being in the refugee center 
full of families who were car-
rying all they could with them, 
many with pets in tow, made me 
think about my mom and grand-
parents and their experience as 
displaced persons post-World 
War II,”  said Essaibi George, 
whose mother Barbara was born 
to Polish parents in a Displaced 
Persons’ camp in Germany. “Her 
story inspired me to make this 
trip to help those experiencing 
something similar to what my 
family went through just a gen-
eration ago. Among the people in 
the refugee center, I could see my 
grandparents and my mom, then 
just a toddler, moving through 

the converted supermarket and 
on to an unknown future far from 
what used to be home, hopeful to 
build a new life.”

With donations and cash 
pouring in from Boston neigh-
borhoods, Essaibi George said 
she and the other volunteers 
used the many cash donations, 
totaling almost $25,000, to pur-
chase and distribute even more 
supplies in Poland and delivered 
food, sleeping bags, and medical 
supplies to volunteers for distri-
bution in Ukraine.

“Thanks to the Boston com-
munity and beyond,” said Essaibi 
George. “We left the US with over 
2,000 pounds of humanitarian 

aid including medical supplies, 
feminine hygiene products, 
soap, deodorant, toothpaste and 
brushes, packed in 26 large hock-
ey bags. Many of those hockey 
bags were delivered to us already 
loaded with donations from local 
hockey programs, including the 
Boston Police and Boston Fire 
hockey clubs as well as bags from 
Latin Academy and Boston Latin 
School. Even the Bruins showed 
up to provide team bags for us.”

Essaibi George also thanked 
all those who donated cash as 
well as helped the volunteers 
with the sorting and packing for 
the trip. 

“We met many Ukrainians 

who were taking the supplies 
one car-load at a time directly to 
internally displaced Ukrainians, 
and children and the elderly who 
cannot be moved easily, often 
putting themselves in harm’s 
way to help others,” said Essaibi 
George. “One volunteer we met 
knew of orphanages in Ukraine 
that desperately needed diaper 
rash cream and medicine for chil-
dren who could not be evacuated, 
and we were able to purchase 
almost $10,000 of these products 
to deliver to them. We heard 
many stories like this where vol-
unteers were constantly solving 

RoslindaleNeighbors  
With help of local donors, Annissa Essaibi George delivers supplies to Ukraine refugees living in Poland

Former City Councilor, Mayoral Candidate and Eastie High 
teacher Annissa Essaibi George traveled to the Poland-Ukraine 
border recently to deliver supplies to Ukrainian refugees fleeing 
the war raging in their homeland. 

Continued on page 9

B I R C H  S T .  H O U S E  &  G A R D E N
760 SOUTH STREET ~ ROSLINDALE

WWW.BIRCHSTHOUSEANDGARDEN.COM

2022 GARDEN COLLECTION
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INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?

Give Us a Call!! 617-524-2626

RoslindaleNeighbors  

617-524-4505

See us on yelp.com

Arborway Auto Service CenterArborway Auto Service Center

5
EXPIRES

2
0
2
3

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Conveniently located one block from 
Forest Hills T station, 207 South St., Jamaica Plain

State Inspections No Appointment needed. 
8:30am to 4:30pm Mon thru Friday. 

A home 
improvement  
center that 
doesn’t leave you 
at the door

Boston Building Resources 
specializes in kitchen cabinets, 
windows, doors, and weatherization 
materials—all hand selected for 
quality and affordability.

Our knowledgeable and friendly 
staff will work with you to find  
the right materials for your project 
and budget.

We also offer:
> Kitchen design services
> Environmentally friendly choices
> Advice and technical assistance

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120  
(near Roxbury Community College)

617-442-2262

BostonBuildingResources.com
a consumer cooperative

THE SQUARE ROOT

providing amazing coffee, 

pastries, breakfast, lunch 

and evening items, a live 

entertainment venue, 

complete with craft beer 

and wine.

All we need is you!

2 Corinth Street

Roslindale, 

MA  02131

617-477-3392

www.squarerootrozzie.com

problems, doing their best to 
source needed supplies and get 
them delivered to locations in 
Ukraine.”

Essaibi George said she 
left Poland grateful and over-
whelmed. 

“I am grateful for the opportu-
nity to serve a small part in help-
ing Ukrainian refugees internal-
ly and externally displaced, for 
your incredible support, and for 

the many other volunteers who 
have sprung into action to help 
however they can,” she said. “I 
am overwhelmed by the enor-
mity of this tragedy and the toll 
it is taking on Ukraine, by the 
need for more support – food, 
water, and basic supplies, and 
by the spirit of Ukrainians who 
have stood strong to defend their 
country. You all helped us bring 
much needed humanitarian aid 
to the refugee center in Prze-
mysl, Poland and to volunteers 
who transported the items over 
the border into Ukraine to be 
distributed there.”

Ukraine
Continued from page 8

By John Lynds

Last month a Boston Police 
Officer from Roslindale pleaded 
guilty to one count of filing a 
false document with the Internal 
Revenue Service. U.S. District 
Court Magistrate Judge Jennifer 
C. Boal scheduled sentencing for 
Dana Lamb, 57, of Roslindale 
for June 30, 2022. Lamb was 
charged on April 7, 2022.

According to court documents, 
in May 2020, while an officer for 

the Boston Police Department, 
Lamb sold a winning lottery 
ticket worth $10,000 to a con-
venience store owner for cash 
rather than properly claiming it 
with the Massachusetts Lottery 
Commission. 

He then failed to report his 
gambling winnings on his U.S. 
Individual Tax return for that 
year. Lamb’s failure to report the 
gambling proceeds resulted in an 
additional tax due and owing for 

that year of $1,800.
The charge of filing a false 

document with the Internal Rev-
enue Service provides for a sen-
tence of up to one year in prison, 
one year of supervised release 
and a fine of up to $10,000. Sen-
tences are imposed by a federal 
district court judge based upon 
the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines 
and statutes which govern the 
determination of a sentence in a 
criminal case.

Roslindale cop pleads guilty to tax fraud

PLEASE 
RECYCLE
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FIND US ONLINE: 
W W W . J A M A I C A P L A I N G A Z E T T E . C O M

Rachael Kulik
REAL ESTATE BROKER

1429 CENTRE ST.     WEST ROXBURY, MA 02132

INSIGHT REALTY GROUP, INC.

RACHAELKULIK.COM

RACHAEL@RACHAELKULIK.COM

(978) 514-2018

RoslindaleNeighbors  

Not all superheroes wear capes.
Some wear scrubs and carry treats.

$3,500 sign-on bonus for licensed veterinary technicians (LVT), 
registered veterinary technicians (RVT), or

certified veterinary technicians (CVT).

$15,000 sign-on bonus for new hire
Anesthesia and Emergency/Critical Care technicians.

Virtual tour, information, & applications at
angell.org/careers

angell.org
Boston  |  Waltham  |  Westford  |  Danvers

Angell
Is Hiring!

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu on May 10 
announced the expansion of the 
Early College and Innovation 
Pathway program, along with 
Boston Public Schools (BPS) and 
institutions of higher education.

According to a press release, 
“Early College provides high 
school students with the oppor-
tunity to experience and com-
plete 12 college credits while 
simultaneously gaining exposure 
to a variety of college majors 
and career opportunities. Inno-
vation Pathways give students 
coursework and experience in a 
specific high-demand industry, 
such as biotechnology, life sci-
ences, healthcare, information 
technology, engineering, and ad-
vanced manufacturing.” For the 
Innovation Pathways programs, 
“students take two technical 
courses in their high school and 
two advanced courses, including 
the option of dual enrollment in 
college courses.”

Wu said that the Early College 
program was piloted in 2015 at 
Charlestown High School, and 

since then, students at the high 
school have earned more than 
300 college credits, saving them 
“tens of thousands of dollars.”

The program has since ex-
panded to the Dearborn STEM 
Academy, Excel High School, and 
Madison Park High School.

Wu announced that the pro-
gram will be expanded to four 
additional schools. Starting 
next school year, the Early Col-
lege Pathways program will be 
offered at New Mission High 
School with Computer Science 
and Engineering programs and 
Fenway High School with an 
entrepreneurship program.

The Innovation Pathways pro-
gram will be offered at Brighton 
High School with a health sci-
ences pathway, at Excel High 
School with a business and fi-
nance pathway, and at Jeremiah 
E. Burke High School with a 
biotechnology pathway.

“These programs have already 
helped hundreds of students pur-
sue opportunities here in Boston, 
and there are thousands more of 
our young people who deserve 
this opportunity,” Wu said at the 

press conference.
“We are so grateful to the local 

colleges and universities who 
have partnered with us to get 
us here: Bunker Hill Communi-
ty College, Roxbury Community 
College, Wentworth, and Benja-
min Franklin Cummings Insti-
tute of Technology for offering 
early college classes…”

Wu also said that “this early 
college opportunity gives stu-
dents entry points into key sec-
tors and careers right here in 
Boston,” including in life scienc-
es, where Boston is a national 
leader, as well as health care, 
finance, computer science, and 
more.

“These are the spaces, jobs, 
and power centers that our BPS 
students deserve to step into.” 
Wu said.

City Councilor At-Large Julia 
Mejia, who chairs the Council’s 
committees on Education and 
Labor, Workforce, & Economic 
Development, said, “as the first 
person in my family to gradu-
ate high school and college, I 
understand how important this 
investment is and making sure 

that we’re setting our students 
up for success.” She continued, 
“When you have programs that 
are intentional and are designed 
specifically to give young people, 
especially first generation stu-
dents, an opportunity to see what 
is possible and removing the bar-
riers so that they can thrive, then 
that’s how we’re going to address 
the wealth gap that we’ve been 
talking about here in the City of 
Boston.”

BPS Superintendent Brenda 
Cassellius said, “In BPS, we be-
lieve that increasing the breadth 
and the depth of early college 
programs and innovation path-
ways in our schools is a key 
strategy in continuing to accel-
erate student learning and raise 
academic rigor for our students.” 

Cassellius also spoke about 
the Early College Incubator 
Planning Grant, which BPS has 
applied for through the state’s 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. 

According to the release, the 
grant “would allow Boston to 
study the creation of a consor-
tium model to expand Early Col-

lege and Innovation Pathway 
opportunities to hundreds more 
high school students every year,” 
as well as “to allow BPS high 
schools to collectively partner 
with institutions of higher learn-
ing on Early College and Inno-
vation Pathways programming.’

In a statement, Alessia 
Martínez, a junior in the Health 
Sciences Pathway at Dearborn 
STEM Academy, said, “By par-
ticipating in early college, I got 
a head start on learning the 
necessary skills for today’s work-
force. The new challenges and 
opportunities that I was given 
opened my eyes to my potential 
and it allowed me to grow into a 
responsible and motivated stu-
dent. If students took at least 
one college class I think they 
would realize that they are more 
than capable of taking rigorous 
college courses that set them up 
for future success.”

For more information about 
the Early College and Innovation 
Pathways programs, visit bos-
tonpublicschools.org/Page/8464.

Wu, BPS announce expansion of Early College and Innovation Pathway programs
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By Lauren Bennett

The Stonybrook Neighborhood 
Association (SNA) met virtually 
on May 9, where the group de-
nied a proposal at 15 Meehan 
St., and discussed committee 
updates.

15 MEEHAN ST.
SNA Steering Committee 

member Jonathan McCurdy 
said that this is the second time 
the applicant has presented the 
proposal for this lot. There has 
not been an official SNA subcom-
mittee for this proposal, and an 
“informal group of abutters” has 
been in contact with the develop-
ment team regarding concerns.

Attorney Ryan Spitz said that 
“…this property is a vacant ex-
isting two-family home,” and the 
proposal is to renovate the build-
ing and increase the living space 
inside the existing building.

There are four zoning viola-
tions, three of which Spitz said 
are “pre-existing nonconformi-
ties:” insufficient rear yard, in-
sufficient side yard, and exces-
sive Floor Area Ratio, as well 
as “conformity of the exterior 
building alignment.”

Architect Andrea Brue showed 
the plans for the building, which 
include an overhand on the front 
and additions on the back. There 
will be a new front porch from 
which both units will be accessed.

“Our proposal maintains the 
footprint of the building with the 
exception of the porches,” Brue 
said. “We’re planning to drop the 
floor of the existing basement by 
about two feet.”

On the north side of the build-
ing, three existing windows will 
be removed to make the wall fire 

compliant, but windows will be 
added on the opposite side of the 
building. A spiral staircase will 
be constructed in the back.

There were several concerns 
from SNA members, including 
Patty Yehle, who expressed con-
cern about the building being on 
the market right now.

Spitz confirmed that the prop-
erty is currently on the market. 
“The owner, Pierre [Joas], hasn’t 
made any sort of commitments 
as to selling the property,” he 
said. “He’s just keeping his op-
tions open. Right now, he has 
every intention of seeking this 
entire proposal and constructing 
the building per the plans.”

Yehle said, “It’s been sitting 
there neglected,” referring to the 
building. “It’s a fire hazard.”

Spitz said “We totally get your 
concerns and you have every 
right to feel that way.” He said 
that he is aware that a fire notice 
had been issued, and that second 
floor windows had to be boarded 
up and bags of leaves had to be 
removed from the property. 

Abutter Jenny Nathans said 
that “the sign on the outside of 
the building with the X means 
it is not safe for first responders 
to enter the building. That was 
explained to me directly by the 
firefighter.”

SNA Steering Committee 
member Paige Sparks said that 
she had hoped for “more interac-
tion” between the project team 
and the neighbors, and that she 
wishes there were more housing 
proposed as part of the project. 
She said she would vote to op-
pose it.

McCurdy showed photos of the 
building’s existing conditions. 
The front door is currently board-
ed up, and he said the building 
has been in its current state for 
more than a year. “It was basical-
ly gutted and stripped and sort 
of left in this condition,” he said. 

“There is an open window that 
is :fully accessible,” and mainte-
nance on the building “has been 
very minimal.” Though he said 
the owner has responded when 
people have contacted him, “I 
don’t feel like this is very neigh-
borly.”

McCurdy continued, “In re-
gards to the building itself, I 
don’t feel like there was a lot 
of compromise from the devel-
opment team.” He said he did 
not like the proposed additional 
height, especially next to the 
building to the right, which is 
very close to this building.

The shadow studies also show 
that light will be blocked on that 
building, McCurdy said. 

“This building is a historic 
building,” he said. “I could see 
using the shell of the build-
ing,” adding that he thinks the 
two units would be “plenty big 
enough” without the addition of 
extra height. 

Jennifer Uhrhane said that 
she doesn’t think selling the 
building is “Plan B” for the de-
veloper. “It sounds like Plan A,” 
she said. The price of the house 
has gone down since it has been 
on the market, which she be-
lieves means there’s “more of an 
intention to sell than build.”

Uhrhane also discussed the 
proposed design of the building, 
which she and others said has 
not changed from the original 
proposal except for a new cornice 
and a roof deck. 

 “I don’t think there’s anything 
positive about this project,” she 
said.

Spitz said that some neigh-
bors have expressed concerns 
about “materials and colors,” 
and said that the Boston Plan-
ning and Development Agency 
(BPDA) would have the final say 
on colors and materials.

“I hear everyone’s concern 
about the timing of it,” said 
Pierre Joas, owner of the prop-
erty. “We’re in the middle of a 
refinance. As it stands right now, 

if I sell it at what it’s listed for, 
it’s not profitable at all.” He said 
that as developers, they have to 
respond to investors and this 
project has taken “a lot longer 
than anyone expected.” 

McCurdy said, “If he’s not 
making money, that’s not our 
issue.”

The SNA ultimately voted 10 
to one to three to oppose this 
proposal as presented.

SOUTHWEST CORRIDOR 
EXTENSION

SNA member Fred Vetterlein 
spoke about the Southwest Cor-
ridor Extension project, saying 
that he and others have been 
speaking with the MBTA about 
the idea and the work that has 
been done for the past decade. 

“For a website, we have been 
offered use of the Southwest 
Corridor Conservancy as well 
as the Southwest Corridor Park 
Management Advisory Council 
(PMAC).” He said “our goal all 
along is to have DCR take control 
of this little piece of land,” and 
they are trying to schedule a 
walkthrough of the property and 
are making attempts to gather 
more information. The commit-
tee for this project is looking for 
more people to get involved as 
well, Vetterlein said.

Quality, Affordable Residential Care for Seniors 62+

NO entrance fee
income or asset

restrictions!

• Private bedrooms with full bath
• 24-hour personal care assistance
• Medication administration
• 3 Home-style meals daily
• Laundry and housekeeping services
• Leisure and wellness activities
• Lovely common areas
• 100% accessible

Since 1901

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain
www.MountPleasantHome.org

617-522-7600
angell.org | 350 South Huntington Ave | Boston, MA | 617-522-7282  

Angell Animal Medical Center’s 
compassionate team provides 
state-of-the-art care for your best 
friend. From wellness checkups to 
allergies, from cancer treatment to 
neurosurgery, our specialists work 
together to provide services tailored 
to your pet’s individual needs.

• 24/7 Emergency
 & Critical Care
• Anesthesiology
• Avian & Exotic
 Medicine
• Behavior
• Cardiology
• Dentistry
• Dermatology
• Diagnostic
 Imaging

• General Medicine
• Internal Medicine
• Neurology
• Oncology
• Ophthalmology
• Pathology
• Physical
 Rehabilitation
• Surgery

24/7 Emergency Vet Care  |  Weekend Appointments  |  Free On-site Parking

Quality vet care is right in your neighborhood.

We’re not kitten you!

SNA votes to deny proposal at 15 Meehan St. 
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V I S I T  J A M A I C A P L A I N G A Z E T T E . C O M

COVID-19 Vaccine for Kids: 
What You Need to Know
The COVID-19 vaccine is an important  
tool to keep kids safe from COVID-19. 

Talk with your child’s doctor  
and learn more at  
mass.gov/CovidVaccineKids

Vaccines are available for free for everyone 5 and older. 

Some kids may still get COVID after getting the vaccine, 
but being vaccinated reduces their risk of severe illness.

Kids may have side effects like a sore arm, achy 
muscles, and tiredness that can last a day or two.  

Children who get the COVID vaccine are extremely 
unlikely to experience any serious problems.  

JP Centre/South Main Streets 
held its second Uplift JP event 
on April 23 at Nickls & Dimes 
at 668 Centre St.

JP Centre/South Main Streets 
created the Uplift JP program to 
support BIPOC-owned business-
es in Jamaica Plain. 

According to a recent news-
letter from the organization, “A 
careful look at racial disparity 
and inequity within our commu-
nity and organization teaches us 
that we need to provide added 
support and actively seek justice 
for people of color. Racism exists 
within our business district, and 
we want to undertake work to 
prevent racism and harassment 
from happening. We seek to lift 
up our businesses with positivity, 
love, inclusion, equity, and jus-
tice. We invite the entire Jamaica 
Plain community to support, to 

talk, to ask questions, to learn 
more, and to voice your opinions. 
JP Centre/South Main Streets 
encourages you to join us and 
contribute to racial justice in 
Jamaica Plain.”

Nickls & Dimes “is an urban 
clothing company located on 
Centre St. in Jamaica Plain, with 
a focus on one-of-a-kind afford-
able attire for fashion-forward 
people of all ages,” according to 
JP Centre/South Main Streets.

The Event on April 23 fea-
tured a fashion show at the City 
Feed parklet, as well as a wine 
tasting with Abner Montfleury, a 
first generation Haitian-Ameri-
can who owns local wine com-
pany Montfleur Duvin. It also 
featured homemade cookies by 
Nickls & Dimes owner Brie Pul-
lum, who owns The Cookie Don, 
as well as a raffle for a door prize.

Uplift JP at Nicks & Dimes

PHOTO BY DEBORAH J. KARSON

Many people came out to support Nickls & Dimes on April 23 as part of JP Centre/South 
Main Streets’ Uplift JP initiative.
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The Gazette spoke with Jen-
nifer Uhrhane, Chair of the SNA 
Mural Committee, as well as 
Dana Woulfe of Studio Fresh, 
the company that painted the 
murals, Sharif Muhammad, the 
artist who designed the large 
mural on the side of the build-
ing, and Julia Csekö, the artist 
who designed the three square 
murals on the parking lot side of 
the building, to learn more about 
the process and about the murals 
themselves. 

Uhrhane explained that com-
mittees were set up for each of 
the community benefits discussed 
with the developer of the project.

“Once the development project 
actually got going is when the 
committees started doing their 
work on carrying out the benefits 
that the development agreed to 
incorporate,” she said. “The proj-
ect itself, even the construction, 
took a long time.”

An environmental cleanup of 
the site had to be done before con-

struction could begin, and various 
other delays drew out the project, 
but eventually the buildings were 
built and the planning for the 
murals kicked into high gear. 

Uhrhane said that “the mu-
rals took a while for a number 
of reasons,” including that they 
had to wait for the building con-
struction to be complete before 
they could be painted, and that 
the SNA put together a jury of 
seven local art professionals to 
judge submissions in a “fair and 
public process.”

She said that the five month 
call for entry process was “two-ti-
er,” as artists were asked to first 
submit work that they had pre-
viously completed, and then a 
“site-specific proposal for the 
building,” so time was needed to 
allow for artists to come up with 
ideas. More than 30 artists sub-
mitted proposals for the mural 
spaces, which take up a combined 
2500 square feet on the building’s 
facade.

After Muhammad and Csekö 
were selected from eight final-
ists, the developer needed to get 
quotes on the cost of painting the 
murals, since the artists them-

selves would not be the ones do-
ing it. 

Sharif Muhammad’s mural, ti-
tled Rainbow Swag, was painted 
first, on the northwest corner of 
the storage building. Dana Woulfe 
of Studio Fresh said that there 
were a few issues with weather, 
and they had to rent a lift to get 
up to the top of the building, so 
time was of the essence in com-
pleting this mural. 

“We projected the image up 
there,” he said, which is “the eas-
iest way to get large scale stuff.” 
The outline of the image was 
traced and then filled in with 
rich colors.

Woulfe said that he and his 
colleague Josh Falk worked “from 
top to bottom,” and mixed the 
colors while on the lift. 

“Sharif ’s had a lot of different 
colors going on,” he said. “A lot 
of the work on Sharif ’s was us 
trying to match colors on the site 
once we got the projection up.”

For Csekö’s mural, “we masked 
off the letters,” he said, and “cre-
ated patterns that fit the square” 
then painted color over the tape. 

Guiding you 
home in 
Jamaica Plain

Listed Price $799,999 | Sold Price $905,000

2 Oakview Terrace, Unit 1 | 2 BD 2 BA

3 Meehan Place, Unit 3B | 3 BD 2F 1H BA

Listed Price $999,999 | Sold Price $1,045,000

Erin Russ
Realtor®

617.512.1844

erin.russ@compass.com

         Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information 
is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. Photos may be virtually staged or 
digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.

compass.com

Continued on page 15

Mural
Continued from page 1

PHOTO BY DANA WOULFE OF STUDIO FRESH

Josh Falk of Studio Fresh Works on Julia Csekö’s mural.
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PLEASE 
WRITE…

The Gazette 
welcomes let-

ters to the  edi-
tor. Word limit: 
500. Deadline: 

Friday at 5 p.m. 
one week before 

publication. 
Letters  may 
be emailed to 
letters@Ja-
maicaPlain-
Gazette.com. 

Please include 
address and 

telephone num-
ber for verifica-
tion purposes. 

Anonymous let-
ters will not be 

published.  More 
information:  
617-524-2626

“As engaging as 
Downton Abbey . . . The 
Red Coat is a gift to be 
shared.  Carlson has 
captured the uniqueness, 
heart and history of Boston's 
Irish and Brahmins.”

— Joan Quinn Eastman 
Radio Announcer/Personality - WBZ Boston

Dolley Carlson’s
The Red Coat -  

A Novel of Boston 
Book Signing 

Blackstone's of Beacon 
Hill, 40 Charles Street 

Thursday, May 19 | 12:00– 2 PM
“An inspiring tale of Irish immigrants . . . 

a great American story.” – Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

CITY OF BOSTON
HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS
WASTE DAY
Saturday, May 21, 2022
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
400 Frontage Road,
Boston Ma 

Proof of Boston
residency required.
We will not accept any
waste from businesses.

Find the list of accepted
items at
boston.gov/hazardous-
waste 

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert

C: 617.447.5350
O: 617.266.5200

Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

GABRIELLE BARON

COURTESY PHOTOS

Governor Charlie Baker and Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs Kathleen Theoharides restock trout with students at Jamaica Pond.

JAMAICA POND TROUT RESTOCK
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Once that was dry, the tape was 
removed and white was left un-
derneath. “Hers was a little more 
straightforward,” Woulfe said. 

Muhammad’s mural took 
about seven to 10 days to com-
plete, because there were about 
three rain days, Woulfe and Falk 
said, and Csekö’s took about three 
or four days. The duo worked 
about eight hours each day.

“It’s always cool to work with 
other artists…in the way they 
envisioned it,” Woulfe said, and 
“translate what they do into 
something large.”

Woulfe said that he and Falk 
had both spent time in this area 
when they were in college, and to 
see murals like this is “reward-
ing.” The two had collaborated for 
a while on murals and other art 
in the Boston area, but “formal-
ized” the business within the last 
decade and now paint murals and 
graphics in a variety of locations. 
“We appreciate being included in 
the project,” Woulfe said. 

Sharif Muhammad told the 
Gazette that “I’ve always had 
dreams of creating a mural in 
Boston,” but as a full-time high 
school teacher and father of two 
young children, he was waiting 
for the right time to make that 
dream a reality. 

“Art is something I do as a 
hobby,” he said, but when he was 
tagged in a Facebook post about 
the call for artists for this mural 
project, he knew this was the 
right opportunity for him, and 
he applied.

“I worked very hard to make 
sure I got everything in on time 
and it just felt like the moment 
I’ve been waiting for,” he said. 

Muhammad did not create a 
brand new piece for his mural. 
Instead, “I went back into my 
own archives,” and thought that 
his piece, called Rainbow Swag, 
would be a perfect fit. The orig-
inal piece was inverted so the 
woman’s face is facing the other 
direction in the mural version.

“This piece just sort of worked 
because it worked because it 
sort of matches, in my mind, the 
neighborhood and what it rep-
resents,” Muhammad said. “It’s 
a neighborhood that’s about ac-
ceptance of everybody no matter 
who they are or where they come 
from…” 

The piece depicts a queer Black 
woman, and Muhammad said 
he realizes “how that could be 
a problem in most places in the 
country,” and he added that “the 
proximity to English High School 
I think made it the right piece. 
High school is the age where you 
start to struggle with identity…
it just sort of made sense. It’s the 
piece that I want those young 
people to see.”

Muhammad is also a Jamaica 
Plain resident and after seeing 
the finished product, he said, 
“I’ve just been blown away by it.” 
He said he visited several times 
during the painting process and 
spoke with Woulfe and Falk as 
they painted. 

“Seeing your work on a scale 
like that is just mind blowing,” 
he said. “I’m very pleased with it 
for sure. The thesis of my work 
is representation. Just seeing 
the image of a Black woman I 

created that big on a wall.” He 
said it’s “to me, the pinnacle of it 
all. That’s exactly what I’ve been 
trying to do.” 

Julia Csekö’s mural is titled A 
Message to the Future, and con-
sists of three smaller squares on 
the parking lot side of the storage 
building. The murals feature in-
spirational words from influential 
local people and bright paint col-
ors to draw the eye of passersby.

Csekö does a lot of public art, 
and said that she’s “always kind 
of scouring the internet for pro-
posals for places. I tend to look 
for work that’s more local.”

She said she has been working 
on a “written series” for 16 years 
now, and “it’s something I don’t 
ever want to stop working with,” 
she said. Her work typically in-
volves “using words of referen-
tial thinkers, philosophers, and 
people who left kind of a legacy 
in written form.” 

 For this mural, she chose to 
work with people who are still 
alive and who are connected to 
the Jamaica Plain community. 
“The whole idea is to uplift and 
showcase the people that make 
JP’s community special, creative, 
interesting...” she said. 

Csekö partnered with JP art-
ist, storyteller, and poet Eddie 
Maisonet on this project.

“For this one, I was like I want 
to give Eddie full range of figur-
ing out what he thinks should 
be on the walls in JP,” she said. 
“I’ve learned that all these public 
pieces become long conversations. 
Once it’s up, it’s going to be in 
public for a long time.”

She said that “we’re literally 
dealing with a development and 
with the community benefit that’s 

coming from the development,” 
and that Maisonet had been 
working on the idea of how gen-
trification impacts local commu-
nities as well as those who work 
to preserve those communities. 
“It all made sense,” Csekö said.

“Through Eddie came Julia 
Martin,” she said, who is a “fan-
tastic community activist.” The 
first panel features words from 
Martin, who is an elder member 
of the Jamaica Plain community. 
The second panel features Mai-
sonet’s words, and the third fea-
tures quotes from JP’s Ernesto 
“Eroc” Arroyo-Montano, who is 
“an educator, artist, facilitator, 
organizer, youth worker, commu-
nity activist, and a proud father 
of three,” according to Csekö’s 
website. 

“The idea is to kind of uplift 
and celebrate the importance of 
community activism and commu-
nity organizing,” Csekö said. “The 
three people that are presented in 
this mural represent that really 
well.”

Csekö also said that the vi-
brant colors chosen for the mural 
were done so deliberately. She 
said that they are “really pleas-
ing, really attractive colors” that 
will draw people’s attention to 
the text. “That’s been my strategy 
throughout this series of paint-
ings I’ve been creating.”

When she saw the final prod-
uct, Csekö said, “I was really hap-
py. I did not expect them to be 
that vibrant. When you’re in that 
space, the scale is more impres-
sive. You feel more engulfed by 
the work itself.”

Overall, she said that “it was 
really fun, and I really enjoyed 
the process of having these con-

versations with people. One thing 
that is really exciting is to work 
with people that are alive” and 
continuing to make a difference 
in their community. 

“I think they look great,” Ur-
hane said of both murals. “I think 
they’re a huge asset to the neigh-
borhood. One of the great things 
is how bright and colorful they 
are.”

She said that Muhammad’s is 
so large that it can really be seen 
from far away, and “Julia’s has 
a really great message for the 
community.” 

Urhane also said that she’s 
heard neighbors talking about it 
and people have been down to the 
area to take photos of the murals. 
“The community’s really excited 
to see it,” she said.

“There isn’t always the oppor-
tunity to have developers incor-
porate things like this into their 
projects. In the end, they make 
them so much more successful, 
she said.” Uhrhane added that 
the SNA has historically been a 
champion of community benefits 
like these to make the neighbor-
hood a better place to live. 

A celebration for the murals, 
co-sponsored by the SNA and 
Spontaneous Celebrations, will 
be held on May 21 from 12-2pm 
at Call Street Field.

“It’s really important that de-
velopers give support to the arts 
and culture,” Csekö said. “We 
cannot have people doing new 
developments in the city, wher-
ever it is, without giving commu-
nity benefits to the communities 
they’re coming into.”

Mural
Continued from page 13

PHOTOS BY JENNIFER UHRHANE

Julia Csekö’s mural, titled “A Message to the Future,” features three different panels with words from three different influential Jamaica Plain people. The 
mural is located on the parking lot side of the Extra Space Storage building on McBride St.



16 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   MAY 13, 2022

By John Lynds

After a damning report high-
lighting a decade of sweeping 
serious incidents of sexual abuse 
and bullying as well as neglect-
ing students with disabilities by 
school administraors, the Bos-
ton School Committee voted last 

Thursday to close the Mission 
Hill K-8 PIlot School in Jamaica 
Plain. 

After a completed external in-
vestigation by the Hinckley Allen 
law firm that documented harm 
to children and families over the 
past decade Boston Public School 
Superintendent Dr. Brenda Cas-

sellius recommended closing 
the school. Five families won a 
$650,000 settlement from the 
district after alleging a student 
had repeatedly sexually assault-
ed their children on campus in a 
bathroom but nothing was done. 

At last week’s meeting five 
committee members voted in fa-
vor of closing the school. Those 
members were Jeri Robinson, 
Michael O’Neill, Brandon Car-
det-Hernandez, Stephen Alkins, 
and Quoc Tran. Rafaela Polanco 
Garcia abstained and Lorena 
Lopera wasn’t at the meeting.

According to Hickley Allen’s 
report it became clear that all 
attempts at intervention at Mis-
sion Hill K-8 PIlot School had 
not garnered an acceptable level 
of progress. 

“Even with serious interven-
tions during the 2021-22 School 
Year, including the removal of 
school leaders and other edu-
cators, infusion of significant 
Central Office support, and ex-
tensive staff training, the school 
has failed to make the necessary 
improvements,” read the report. 
“Unfortunately, this has led to 
the conclusion that children will 
continue to be harmed

if the school remains open.”
Cassellius argued that her 

recommendation to close aims 
to ensure that all current stu-
dents will have the opportunity 

to learn in a physically and emo-
tionally safe environment where 
they can flourish academically 
and socially.

At last week’s School Commit-
tee hearing one parent testified 
that it had taken many years 
in therapy to work through the 
trauma inflicted on her daugh-
ter while she attended Mission 
Hill. She reported to this day her 
daughter cannot drive near the 
school or she will have a panic 
attack. 

However, many parents tes-
tified in support of keeping the 
school open like Jamaica Plain 
parent Tokoyo Orimoto. 

“You’re punishing the many 
students who love Mission Hill 
School and removing the import-
ant stability that the school has 
provided,” said Orimoto. “I don’t 
want to downplay the extremely 
traumatic experience that many 
families have had… but by clos-
ing our school, you are creating 
more trauma on a larger scale. 
When I told my son about the 
potential closure, he immediately 
collapsed to the ground, sobbing.”

Orimoto also lobbied the 
School Committee to allow Mis-
sion Hill students to get priority 
placement at a new school. 

“I urge you to work to min-
imize our trauma and ensure 
that Mission Hill School families 
get priority, being placed in the 

schools they would like to attend, 
and to maintain the incredible 
school community that we spent 
years building,” she said at the 
meeting. 

In the end Dr. Cassellius said 
her recommendation to close the 
school, while tough for many par-
ents to accept, was rooted in the 
data during the external inves-
tigation. 

According to the Hinckley Al-
len report five external reports 
substantiated a culture and cli-
mate where students repeatedly 
experienced unaddressed sexual 
misconduct, bias-based conduct, 
and bullying over a ten year 
period.

Also academic data in the 
report demonstrated wide gaps 
in achievement and growth be-
tween

White, Black, and Latinx stu-
dents, students with disabilities, 
and English learners. The school 
has been in “Transformation” 
status for the three years and 
remains ranked in the lowest 5 
percent of schools in the Com-
monwealth. 

The report also found high 
non-compliance rates in fulfilling 
special education timelines, such 
as completion and implemen-
tation of Individualized Educa-
tion Plans, completing annual 
reviews and three-year reeval-
uations.

By John Lynds

Longtime community activist 
and Jamaica Plain resident  Rox-
anne Longoria announced earlier 
this month her candidacy for 
the 15th Suffolk District State 
Representative seat. 

In her announcement Longo-
ria, a public servant, commu-
nity organizer, and diversity 
and inclusion educator, said her 
decision to run for State Repre-
sentative is grounded in her vi-
sion of a welcoming, vibrant, and 
equitable 15th Suffolk District 
where all residents can access 
the resources they need to thrive. 

The district includes Jamaica 
Plain, Mission Hill, and Roxbury. 

“I’m an experienced, progres-
sive leader running for State 
Representative because I want 
a more equitable, accessible, and 
compassionate government for 
all,” said Longoria. “After serving 

as the Director of Youth Home-
lessness Initiatives for the City 

of Boston, I became a caregiver 
to my 75-year-old mother and 
experienced housing instability 
at the height of the pandemic. 
During these challenging times, 
I truly understood that our sys-
tems should be better, they can 
be better, and who is most im-
pacted when they aren’t working 
efficiently.”

In her announcement Longo-
ria described herself as a “vision-
ary doer” and veteran advocate 
committed to equitable commu-
nities and inclusive government. 

Longoria said she has long 
been determined to elevate her 
community and improve her 
neighbors’ lives. Longoria spent 
more than a decade leading 
Boston area coalitions, bring-
ing innovative ideas to fruition, 
and advocating for marginalized 
people and communities. 

Most recently, Longoria served 
as the Director of Youth Home-

lessness Initiatives for the City 
of Boston. In this role, Longoria 
founded the Youth Experiencing 
Homelessness Training Insti-
tute, building the capacity of over 
350 community service providers 
in the Boston area while quickly 
mobilizing resources to distrib-
ute over $50,000 in life-saving 
direct aid to youth experiencing 
homelessness.

Michael Curry, Esq. CEO, 
Massachusetts League of Com-
munity Health Centers, said, 
“Phenomenal leader, committed 
to uplifting families and root-
ed in service to others, that’s 
Roxanne. She brings her lived 
experience and passion to the 
movement for equity and social 
justice, and she’s a force we need 
for change.” 

Longoria said she pledges 
to champion progressive poli-
cies, prioritize the needs of the 
district’s residents, and ensure 

marginalized communities have 
a seat at the legislative table. 

She said her priority issues 
are affordable housing, educa-
tional equity, and increasing 
transitional support services for 
young people who are currently 
in and aging out of foster care. 

“Since her time as the Net-
work Coordinator for the Boston 
Youth Service Network, Roxanne 
has been a fierce advocate for 
young people,’’ said Marcel-
la Raines, Chief Advocacy and 
Community Engagement Officer 
at More Than Words. “From tes-
tifying at Boston Public School 
Committee hearings to hosting 
citywide convenings addressing 
the School to Prison Pipeline and 
Youth Homelessness, Roxanne 
gets things done while empow-
ering others and intentionally 
building community.” 

To learn more, visit www.rox-
annelongoria.com.

Roxanne Longoria, announces candidacy for State Representative for 15th Suffolk District

Longtime community activist 
and Jamaica Plain resident  
Roxanne Longoria is running 
for the 15th Suffolk District 
State Representative seat. 
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Spontaneous Celebrations’ 44th Annual

A Special Thank You to Our 
Volunteers and SponsorsRosebush

City Feed and Supply Inc.
66 Boylston, 617 524 1700 
672 Centre 617 524 1657
cityfeedandsupply.com

Streetcar Wine and Beer
488 Centre Street JP, 617 
522-6416 
streetcarwines.com

Iris
Mikes Fitness 
284 Amory St JP, 617 524 6357, 
mike�tnessjp.com

Arborway Auto Service Center
207 South St. JP 617 524 4505, 
arborwayauto.com 

Boing! 
667 Centre St JP, 617 522 7800, 
boingtoys.com

JPNDC
31 Germania St JP, 617 522 
2424, 
jpndc.org

Rockland Trust 
515 Centre St JP, 617 268 0379, 
rocklandtrust.com

CRUZ COMPANIES 
1 John Eliot Sq Rox, 617 445 
6901, 
cruzcompanies.com

The Haven 
284 Amory St JP 
thehavenjp.com

Tres Gatos 
470 Centre St JP, 617 477 4851, 
tresgatosjp.com

Sazama Real Estae I Compass 
1330 Boylston St Chestnut Hill, 
617 308 3678 
team@samazare.com

Hyde Square Task Force 
365 Centre St JP, 617 524 8303, 
hydesqure.org

NorthStar Asset Management, Inc.
PO Box 30184 JP, 617 522 2635
northstarasset.com 

The Boston Home Team: BJ Ray, 
Meredith Smith, Beth Maquire;: 
Unlimited Sotheby's International 
Realty  JP / Brookline /Newton 
Cell 617 224 8980 / Team 617 249 
4237 
bj@bostonhometeam.com 

Tulip
Bootstrap Compost 
17 Dalrymple #1 JP 617 642 1979 
bootstrapcompost.com  

Mann-Mann & Rogers Funeral Home 
44 Perkins St JP, 617 522 2500, 
mannandrodgers.com

Da�odil
Morrison's Auto Rite 
475 Centre St JP 617 522 4444 , 
morrisonsautorite.com

21st Century Foods 
30 A Germania St. , 617 522 7595 

Commonwealth Bank 
3815 Washington St JP, 617 364 6000, 
commonwealthcoop.com 
 
Ferris Wheels Bike Shop 
66 South St JP, 617 524 2453, 
ferriswheelsbikeshop.com

Mechanical Solutions 
mechsolinc.com

NACA
naca.com 
Polka Dog Bakery 
42 South St JP, 617 522 1931, 
polkadog.com

Purple Cactus 
674 Centre St JP, 617 522 7422, 
thepurplecactus.com

Polka Dog Bakery 
42 South St JP, 617 522 1931, 
polkadog.com

Purple Cactus 
674 Centre St JP, 617 522 7422, 
thepurplecactus.com

Southern Jamaica Plain Health Center
640 Centre St JP, 617 983 4239 

Ula Café 
284 Amory St JP, 616 524 7890 
ulacafe.com

Boston Building Resources 
100 Terrace St Rox, 617 442 2262, 
bbmc.com

Midway 
3496 Washington St JP 617 524 9038 
midwaycafe.com

Ace Hardware City 
656 Centre St JP, 617 983 5466, 
acehardware.com

Hatched  
hatchedboston.com

Hyacinth
Urban Edge 
1542 Columbus Ave, Rox 617 989 
9300 
www.urbanedge.org

Brookside Commnity Health Center
3297 Washington St JP, 617 522 4700, 
partners.org

Miss Laura's Beauty Culture 
46 South St JP 
misslaurasbeautyculture@gmail.com

Ecumenical Social Action Committee
3313 Washington St. JP, 
617-524-2555,
 esacboston.org
Helios Design Group 
179 Boylston St JP 617 522 4850 
heliosdesigngroup.com  

El Oriental de Cuba
416 Centre St JP 617 524 6464 
elorientaldecube.com
 
McCormack & Scanlon 
68 South Street 617 522 7355 
www.McCormackScanlan.com

Representative Liz Malia
State House Rm 33, 617 722 2060,
Liz.Malia@mahouse.gov 

The Dogwood 
3712 Washington St JP, 617 522 7997, 
dogwoodcafe.com

Thank You Je�rey Sanchez & Haskell 
Werlin

For more information or to 
donate to the Festival visit:
spontanouscelebrations.org
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Now in its 44th year, Wake 
Up The Earth is a welcomed 
tradition in JP. What started 
as a protest against a highway 
that would’ve cut Jamaica Plain 
into two, the Festival brought 
neighbors together and invoked 
an awareness and appreciation 
for nature and the Earth. Mu-
sic, performances, activities, and 
neighborhood fun were found 
along the Southwest Corridor 
Park.

WAKE UP THE EARTH FESTIVAL
PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

Caleb and Joel Webb pose 
with Roby The Robot (center), 
a creation of Caleb’s making.

Jackie Lincroft of Common-
wealth Circus Center wows the 
crowd in front of Stony Brook 
Station with her acrobatic act. 

Ivy, Carl, and Adrian (right) Lowemberg and June Paterson 
enjoy some ice cream despite the sunny yet brisk day. 

Bessie Dewar (right) has her hands full contending with the 
energy of her daughter Violet Welsh with her friends Freya 
Eguchi and Eden Laferriere.

Erica Weinreich, Luca Rudenstine, Abby Gonzalez, Jeremy 
Altman, and Lindsey Wolk.

Wake Up The Earth and Spontaneous Celebrations founder 
Femke Rosenbaum, festival co-founder and parade coordinator 
Zafiro Patino, and volunteer coordinator Paula Cantor. 

Cailin O’Toole and Djamil Graham showed that if you used 
drumsticks or bare hands, a beat can always be made. 

Haley McHatton with Extinction 
Rebellion rides a dragonfly 
and holds a banner depicting 
a bee, two animals we hope 
won’t join the ranks of that 
group’s title. 

 Elizabeth Pabon-Szebeda leads a Bombaantillana dance on the Moon Stage in celebration 
of Caribbean and Latinix culture. 
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WAKE UP THE EARTH FESTIVAL

Percussionists young and old made many beats with the 
recycled items found in the Junk Percussion corner. 

Sing Positive performs some vocal melodies from singers, 
young and old. 

 An enthusiastic audience at The Sun Stage enjoys the musical art of Foundation 
Movement and Hi-Fi Monk.



20 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   MAY 13, 2022

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

 
HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

WOODWORKING CLASSES

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction

!"#$%&'-(&"'$
)*+,@-./0112,03456,7
2225-./0112,03456,7

8)69$:;0<=)>,

?01;/)*<$@*)A=1$B;*C46;.1$D,>=/),*4$

!"#$%&'-(&"'$
)*+,@-./0112,03456,7
2225-./0112,03456,7

8)69$:;0<=)>,

?01;/)*<$@*)A=1$B;*C46;.1$D,>=/),*4$

earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works
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LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

AASSBBEESSTTOOSS  AANNDD  MMOOLLDD

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE
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Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com

NW-CN13839795 (100%)
ADVERTISER: JARAGUA HOME IMPROVEMENT PROOF CREATED AT: 10/7/2019 1:31:58 PM
SALES PERSON: NWO5 NEXT RUN DATE: 10/09/19
SIZE: 5.438X4 PROOF DUE: 10/08/19 05:59:55
PUBLICATION: NW-GRTR BOSTON

PROOF O.K. BY:___________________________ O.K. WITH CORRECTIONS BY:________________________

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY • SUBMIT CORRECTIONS ONLINE

N
W

-C
N
13

83
97

95

JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!
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Licensed Contractor 
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(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs
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( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
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More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634
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Guide  
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ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works
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Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRSROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

 
HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N 
HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

Woodworking 
class

No experience needed

Michael 
Keohane

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and 
odd job services. 

20+ years of experience.
Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

LANDSCAPING
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REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES

  Tel: 617-524-0243
Cell: 617-438-1472

FayeSimonRealEstate.com
frmcsimon@hotmail.com

FAYE SIMON  
REAL ESTATE

Rentals & Sales

Faye  R. Simon
Real Estate Broker

Your Personal Real Estate Professional

REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
[re]sponsible
[re]presentation
[re]al estate

re teamwork
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REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com
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New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company
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[re]al estate

re teamwork

REAL ESTATE

“I couldn’t have asked for a more efficient 
and stress free experience.  Randal and Erik 
made everything seem so easy.” Kathy B.

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
—– REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGE • INSURANCE —–

New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company
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REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
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New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company

[re]spected
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REAL ESTATE

YOUR BUSINESS HERE

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

    McCormack & Scanlan Real Estate
68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Professional Real Estate Guidance.
Specializing in residential sales.

Estate Sales. Downsizing.

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

617.453.3620   focusre.compsum

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Give someone the gift of Vibrant 
Health, Harmony & Peace of Mind

Acupuncture helps with
Pain, Stress, Anxiety, Digestion 

Issues, Migraine, Insomnia, 
or just overall wellness!Rana Hamdan

Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957  

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            
Resonance-acupuncture.com                 
@resonanceacu

Gift Certificates Available

hello@res-acu.com

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      

929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            

resonance-acupuncture.com  

ACUPUNCTURE
Joe Fallon

617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for                   best results.YOUR

Joe Fallon
617-594-0761

joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR

A birthday celebration was 
held for landscape designer 
Frederick Law Olmsted, creator 
of the Emerald Necklace parks, 
on April 27th at Jamaica Pond. 
Olmsted would have been 200 
years old this year, but the cele-
bration was held a day after his 
actual birthday due to rain. 

Many friends, supporters, 
neighbors, and park activists 
came out to the pond for the cel-
ebration, where local storyteller 
Diane Edgecomb and harpist 
Margot Chamberlain told stories 
and sang songs. Proclamations 
were read, including one by May-
or Michelle Wu (though she was 
unable to attend) declaring April 
26 “Gerry Wright Day” in the city 
of Boston.

Gerry Wright has celebrated 
Frederick Law Olmsted each 
year in the City of Boston, writ-

ing and performing a one-man 
play about Olmsted. Wright has 
worked in human services and 
conservation for many years, and 
is the founder of the Friends 
of Jamaica Pond. Wright was 
the highlight of this event, with 
many people stopping to chat 
with him in his Olmsted cos-
tume. 

Olmsted 2022 honored both 
Patricia Kish, Chief of Design 
and Engineering for the state 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation, and Kent Jackson, 
Director of Education for the 
Emerald Necklace Conservancy, 
for their work in the parks. 

For more information about 
upcoming bicentennial events, 
visit olmstednow.org, the website 
for Greater Boston’s bicentenni-
al celebration. 

Neighbors celebrate Frederick Law Olmsted’s 200th birthday

PHOTO BY LAUREN BENNETT

Gerry Wright, dressed as Frederick Law Olmsted, throws a Frederick Law Olmsted baseball cap 
into the crowd. April 26, Frederick Law Olmsted’s birthday, was declared “Gerry Wright Day” in 
Boston by Mayor Michelle Wu, to honor Wright’s commitment to the Emerald Necklace Parks.
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By Elizabeth Warren 
 
Roe v. Wade has protected the 

right to a safe and legal abor-
tion for nearly half a century. 
Over and over again, conserva-
tive Supreme Court nominees 
proclaimed Roe “settled law,” 
signaling to the American peo-
ple that, on their watch, Roe 
would not be overturned. But 
now a draft opinion reveals that 
five justices believe this is their 
moment to strike down this “set-
tled law,” permitting states to 
criminalize anyone who seeks an 
abortion, performs an abortion, 
helps someone find an abortion, 
or even has a miscarriage.

Yes, I’m angry. I’m angry at 
the justices who deliberately 
deceived the American people. 
I’m angry at the Republicans in 
Congress who stole two Supreme 
Court seats to get us to this day. 
And I’m angry at the cruelty 
of the anti-abortion politicians 
who will impose enormous pain, 
suffering, and possible death on 
people who have the fewest re-
sources to fight back.

The minute Roe is officially 
gone, more than half the states 
in this country are poised to 
outlaw abortion or severely limit 
abortion access. If abortion is 
outlawed, the impact won’t fall 
equally on everyone. Wealthy 
women will still get safe, legal 
abortions by flying to another 
state or even traveling to anoth-
er country.

But the world will be very 
different for those who have the 
least power: low-income wom-
en, young women, women of col-
or, victims of incest and abuse, 
moms already working two jobs 
to support their children. This 
far-right, extremist Supreme 
Court doesn’t care if Americans 
suffer; they are hellbent on im-
posing their views on all of us.

For me, this isn’t about poli-
tics; this is personal. I have lived 
in a world where abortion was 
illegal. I learned early on that 
when the law bans all abortions, 
only safe and legal abortions will 
be banned. I lived in a world in 
which women bled to death from 
back alley abortions. A world 
in which infections and other 
complications destroyed wom-
en’s futures. A world in which 
some women took their own lives 
rather than continuing with a 
pregnancy they could not bear. 

For decades, expanded access 
to abortion has allowed people 
to make decisions about their 
own bodies and lives, promoting 
equity and access to life-chang-
ing opportunities. But these ex-
tremist justices on the Supreme 
Court want to send us back to 
those dark days and take away 
women’s rights to control their 
own futures. 

Changes in abortion laws 
will have dire consequences. 
In Texas, a young woman was 
charged with murder for an al-
leged self-induced abortion. (The 
charges were later dropped.) In 
Oklahoma, a new law would 
force a 12-year-old survivor of 
rape to bear the child of her 
predator. In Louisiana, Repub-
licans are pushing for the most 
extreme bill yet, which would 
classify abortion as a homicide 
and could even criminalize using 
certain forms of birth control. 
And Republican politicians won’t 
stop at criminalizing abortion. 
They have already signaled that 
a Republican-controlled Senate 
would pursue a nationwide ban 
on abortion care.

 
Let me be crystal clear: Re-

publicans in Congress are plan-

ning to restrict abortion access 
and reproductive health care 
everywhere, endangering all 
Americans, whether they live 
in red, blue, or purple states. 
And it is equally clear that the 
Supreme Court is opening the 
door to banning birth control, 
outlawing marriage equality, and 
even making interracial mar-
riage illegal.  

American freedoms and the 
Constitution itself are under 
attack. The Republicans have 
planned long and hard for this 
day, and we can’t wait a second 
longer to fight back. We need 
action. 

The Supreme Court does not 
get the last word. The Ameri-
can people—through their lead-
ers in Congress—can and must 
take action. Congress has the 
power to make Roe the law of 
the entire nation. The House 
has already passed legislation 
to shield abortion rights, and 
the Senate will take up the bill 
this week. We should debate that 
bill on the floor and then vote 
on it—because every American 
should know exactly where we 
stand and hold us accountable. 

Editorial

The opinions expressed on these pages are not necessarily those of this newspaper.
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lauren@thebostonsun.com
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Op-Ed

I am angry but determined to protect Roe
An ill wind.....

The unrelenting easterly seabreeze that has been blowing at 20-
30 miles per hour 24/7 for the past five days has reminded us that 
“spring” is an ephemeral term for those of us who live along the 
Massachusetts coastline.

The temperature has refused to climb beyond 50 degrees -- thanks 
to a water temperature of 48 degrees in Boston Harbor -- and the 
strong on-shore wind has made it feel closer to 40 degrees with the 
wind-chill factored in.

As usual, temperatures a little bit to our west are 10 degrees 
warmer. But for us, winter coats, hats, hoodies, and gloves are still 
the norm for any outside activity, whether it’s walking along the 
beach or the Charles, or attending our children’s soccer or baseball 
games, or enjoying a lunch at Kelly’s on Revere Beach.

On the other hand, for those of us fortunate enough to be close to 
the ocean, the pounding surf on the shoreline with white caps ex-
tending to the horizon have created a seascape that is mesmerizing.

The smell, sight, and sound of the churning sea consumes our 
senses. It never grows old.

Still, our spring along the coast has followed the usual, frustrating 
pattern of,  “One step forward, three steps back.”  

Mother Nature is a tease at this time of year. For each day of 
warmth that she bestows upon us, we must endure four or five 
days of chill, as if she’s daring us to plant our summer vegetable 
garden under the threat of a frost or a wind gust that might snap 
the tender shoots.

We can’t help but think that it would be nice to reserve some of 
these sea-breezy days for mid-July and early-August when the water 
temperature will be warm enough for us to enjoy the churning surf.

But the bottom line is that, to paraphrase the Bill Belichick cliche, 
the spring season along our coast, “Ain’t what it ain’t.” It’s always a 
mere chimera that taunts us.

We are all Ukrainians
It is impossible to turn away from the news reports of the ongoing 

war in Ukraine that we see 24/7 on our televisions and computer 
screens.

To be honest, we’ve had it with all of the other recent political, 
economic, and COVID-related commentaries that run in an endless 
loop ad nauseam on the news. 

We just tune them out.
But when it comes to the heartbreaking, disturbing, and infuri-

ating coverage of all aspects of the war in Ukraine, we feel almost 
duty-bound to watch in order to bear witness to the genocide that 
the sociopath in the Kremlin has wrought upon these poor people.

Yes, perhaps we can identify with what is happening in Ukraine 
because so much of what we see in their lives and the lives of their 
children mimics our own. Some of those Ukrainian suburban streets 
and playgrounds could be Anytown, USA.

The recent events in Ukraine have brought to mind the occasion 
when President John F. Kennedy spoke in front of the Berlin Wall 
in 1963 and concluded his speech with the famous and inspiring 
words, “Ich bin ein Berliner!” -- “I am a Berliner!” 

Today, peace-loving people (who presumably are all of us) across 
the country and the globe feel the same way about Ukraine. Hope-
fully, we will have the fortitude to remain resolute in our support 
for Ukraine and its innocent people and be willing to accept some 
degree of sacrifice (such as higher prices) in our personal lives in 
order to thwart the genocidal maniac who is destroying their country 
and uprooting their lives.

To paraphrase what JFK might say today: “All free people, wher-
ever they may live, are citizens of Ukraine.”
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OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

SERVICES

David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 
617-676-5676.

—— Classifieds ——

CLASSIFIED INFO:
Fax your ad to 617-524-3921 or mail it to 

Gazette Publications, Inc., PO. Box 301119, JP, MA 02130. 
Or email it to

 classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. 
For more info. call 617-524-2626, ext. 225.

But to get that vote and protect 
Roe, we must end the filibuster. 
This November, Americans will 
decide the future of Roe, and 
voters everywhere must bring 
their fury to the voting booth. 

Yes, I’m angry that a group 
of unelected ideologues on the 
Supreme Court think they can 
turn current law upside down 
and dictate to tens of millions 
of people across this country the 
terms of their pregnancies and 
their lives. 

I will use my anger to do every-
thing I can to keep an extremist 

Supreme Court from having the 
last word on the right to a safe 
and legal abortion. In a democ-
racy, that power is in the hands 
of the people. We need to use our 
anger to make real change. We’re 
not going back—never.

Elizabeth Warren is the senior 
United States senator from Mas-
sachusetts.

Op-Ed
Continued from page 22

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU22P0945EA
Estate of:
Arlene W. Light
Also known as: Arlene Light
Date of Death:
12/03/2021
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate 
of will with Appointment of 
Personal Representative has 
been filed by Edward N Light 
of Ashton, MD requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in 
the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Edward N Light of Ashton, 
MD be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 06/16/2022.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty days 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMIN-
ISTRATION UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised ad ministra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are en-
titled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu-

tion of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 10, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

5/13/22
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of

Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and
Family Court

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF 
PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT
TO G.L. C. 190B,
§5-304
Docket No. 
SU22P0775GD
Suffolk Probate and
Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
In the matter of:
Carolina Camacho 
Of: Jamaica Plain, MA
RESPONDENT Alleged 
Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 
Lutheran Home Of Jamaica 
Plain (A of Jamaica Plain, 
MA in the above captioned 
matter alleging that Carolina 
Camacho is in need of a 
Guardian and requesting that 
Gloria Proenza of Jamaica 
Plain, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court 
to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitated, 
that the appointment of a 
Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate.  The petition is 
on file with this court and may 
contain a request for certain 
specific authority.
You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
at this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 06/22/2022. This 
day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written ap-
pearance if you object to the 
petition. If you fail the written 
appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 

filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT
NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-
ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs 
or both. The above-named 
person has the right to ask for 
a lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 20, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

5/13/22
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED PERSON 
PURSUANT
TO G.L. c. 190B,
§ 5-304
Docket No.
SU22P0847GD
In the matter of:
Federico A. Aguasvivas
Of:Jamaica Plain, MA
RESPONDENT Alleged Incapaci-
tated Person
To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 
Lutheran Home of Jamaica 
Plain (A of Jamaica Plain, 
MA  in the above captioned 
matter alleging that Federico 
A. Aguasvivas is in need of 
a Guardian and requesting 
that Aida M. Aguasvivas of 
Boston, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court 
to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitated, 
that the appointment of a 
Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition is on 

file with this court and may 
contain a request for certain 
specific authority.
You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
at this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return date 
of 06/09/2022. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-
ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs 
or both. The above-named 
person has the right to ask for 
a lawyer.  Anyone may  make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 09, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

5/13/22
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION
NOTICE
Docket No.
SU20P2279EA
Estate of:
Janet W. Nicholas
Date of Death:
September 17, 2020
To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate by 
Petition of Petitioner Susan K. 
Jacoby of Jamaica Plain, MA.
A Will has been admitted to 
informal probate.
Susan K. Jacoby of Jamaica 
Plain, MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on 
the bond.
The estate is being 

administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the 
Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner.

5/13/22
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU22C0011CA
In the matter of:
Laura Susan Torres Char-
pentier
A Petition to Change Name of 
Adult has been filed by Laura 
Susan Torres Charpentier of 
Jamaica Plain, MA  requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 
Jasper Laura Torres 
IMPORTANT NOTICE Any 
person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to 
the petition by filing an 
appearance at:Suffolk Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 06/29/2022. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 27, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

5/13/22
JP

In December of 1929, specifi-
cally December 4th, a beautiful 
baby girl was born in Baltimore, 
Maryland to Alfred and Mary 
Clasing. She was born into a very 
loving family. She had 12 sib-
lings who preceded her in death, 
six brothers: William, Earnest, 
Alfred Jr., Carroll, Harold, Ber-
nard, and six sisters: Elizabeth, 
Ruth, Alberta, Mildred, June, 
and Alice. She is survived by two 
sisters in law: Joyce and Georgia 
Clasing as well as a host of neph-
ews, nieces, grandnephews and 
grandnieces.

Dr. Estelle Jane Clasing was a 
gifted and dedicated missionary, 
ministering under the auspices 
of the Grace and Hope Mission. 
At the time of her death, she 
was the President of the Grace 
and Hope Mission. She faithfully 
served the Lord for 75 years. 
She received her Doctorate of 
Divinity and also a degree in 
Psychology. As a minister of the 
Gospel, she helped hundreds and 
hundreds of people, materially, 

emotionally and, most impor-
tantly, spiritually. She will be 
greatly missed. 

Dr. Clasing served in the Bos-
ton area since 1966. Serving at 
the Grace and Hope Mission 
located at 1900 Columbus Ave 
since 1968. She touched so many 
all around Boston and made 
many friends who will miss her 
greatly.

OBITUARIES
Dr. Estelle Jane Clasing

Gifted and Dedicated Missionary
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Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.

UNLIMITED SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY | 673 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain | 617.522.2200 | jprealestate.com

COMING SOON
56 Hampstead Rd #2 - Jamaica Plain
2 Bed, 2 Bath, 1420 Sq.Ft. 
April Nelson, 401.965.2812

Offered at $630,000
3 Bed, 2 Bath, 1035 Sq.Ft. 
The Boston Home Team, 617.249.4237

319 Centre St #1 - Jamaica Plain

Offered at $800,000
3 Bed, 1.5 Bath, 1684 Sq.Ft. 
Brilliant Places, 617.694.9759

17 Newfield St - West Roxbury

Offered at $575,000
1 Bed, 1 Bath, 1114 Sq.Ft. 
Good Boston Living, 617.971.7080

19 Adelaide St #1 - Jamaica Plain

HOME IS THE HEART
OF OUR BUSINESS

Call For Pricing
4 Bed, 2.5 Bath, 1716 Sq.Ft.
The Boston Home Team, 617.249.4237

15 Dow Rd - West Roxbury

Offered at $549,000
3 Bed, 1 Bath, 929 Sq.Ft.
The Boston Home Team, 617.249.4237

623 Poplar St - Roslindale
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