
BY MICHAEL COUGHLIN JR.
 
	 Louise Johnson and Paige 
Sparks from Jamaica Plain’s 
Neighborhood and Public Service 
Committees joined the Jeffries 
Point Neighborhood Associa-
tion’s (JPNA) monthly meeting 
on Monday, Apr. 10, to gauge 
interest in the civilian flaggers 
ballot initiative.
	 This initiative aims to gath-
er support to potentially allow 

civilians to work detail on con-
struction sites instead of having 
the police do it.
	 Johnson indicated that sever-
al years ago, state legislation was 
passed which could help make 
the civilian flaggers idea a re-
ality. She also said that about 
46 other states already have ci-
vilians working on construction 
details.
	 “As it stands now, Boston 
Police – on overtime – man the 

construction details that go on 
around the city – they’ve done 
this for years,” said Johnson.  
	 Moreover, according to John-
son, the police union has the 
detail work in their contract. 
With the police in contract ne-
gotiations this year, she wants 
to show Mayor Michelle Wu there 
is support for turning this work 
over to civilians.

	

Special to the Gazette

	 The 45th Annual Wake Up the 
Earth Festival is Saturday May 6 
in Jamaica Plain at Stony Brook 
/ Southwest corridor park.
	 There will be a new Bike Pa-
rade for Climate Reslience  that 
is done with support from Bikes 
not Bombs - this will be gather-
ing at 10 am at Jackson Square, 
Launching at 10:30 a.m. and 

heading up Centre Street to the 
Monument at the corner of Elliot 
and Centre. 
	 The Main Parade will be gath-
ering at Curtis Hall at 10:30 am 
and Launching at 11:00 am
	 This parade has a NEW route 
this year! 
	 We will be going through the 
Centre of JP on Centre street, 
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 CELEBRATING 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY AT 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB

The Brendan Behan Pub was a sought-after destination 
to celebrate St Patrick’s Day with some Guinness, good 
friends, and good times. Pictured above, Ruairi Scott, 
Conor Magee, Chris Losty, and Cormac Eastwood came 
over from Ireland to see how we celebrate St Patrick’s 
Day in Boston.  Right, aspiring actor Carly Calbreath 
reads Secrets Of Voiceover Secrets in the back patio. 
Below, a look at Brendan Behan Pub on St Patrick’s Day. 
See Pages 10 and 11 for more photos.

Staff RepoRt

The Housing and Development 
Committee (HDC) of the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council 
(JPNC) held a regular monthly 
meeting this past Tuesday.

Chairperson Renee Stacey 
Welch and the committee and 
community members who were 
in attendance took up a number 
of issues.

The committee initially elected 
new members to fill its vacant 
seats. The JPNC’s by-laws pro-

vide that each of its sub-commit-
tees may have five members who 
are members of the full JPNC and 
10 who are community members.

There were four candidates, 
Danielle Sommer, Lorenzo Bar-
toloni, Omer Hecht, and Peter 
DeCotis, all of whom are mem-
bers of the full JPNC, for the two 
open seats for JPNC members.

After each presented the rea-
sons why they desired to serve 

Special to the Gazette

Last Saturday afternoon, 
friends and family gathered at 
the Loring Greenough House to 
celebrate the Life and Service of 
long-time Jamaica Plain resident 
Karen Wepsic, who passed away 
on October 15, 2022.

The Invocation and Benedic-
tion were given by Rev. Ashlee 
Wiest-Laird of the First Baptist 
Church.  Other speakers who 
spoke were from the Footlight 
Club, MIT Sailing, Fenway Gar-
den Society, Peterborough Senior 
Center, the Jamaica Pond As-
sociation, and the Mission Hill 
and Fenway/South End neigh-
borhoods.

The following is taken from 
the memorial booklet that was 
available:

 Karen Wepsic was born 1938, 
the only child of parents Nils 
Okland (sea captain) and Sof-

ie Okland of Norway; Raised in 
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, Elementary 
school PS104, Karen maintained 
a “Victory Garden” in Brooklyn, 
an activity she would carry with 

JPNC Housing Committee elects 
three new members; hears of plans
for 1822 Arboretum Rd. project

Residents gather to celebrate 
the life of Karen Wepsic

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 7
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The program from the service.

Continued on page 2

Wake Up the Earth 
Festival set for May 6

Continued on page 3
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BY GAZETTE STAFF

	 The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) held its 
regular monthly meeting this 
past Tuesday evening via Zoom. 
The council members tackled a 
full agenda over the course of the 
100-minute meeting.
	 Vice-chair Bernard Doherty 
helmed the session that was at-
tended by fellow members Peg 
Preble, Renee Stacey Welch, Mi-
chael Reiskind, Paige Sparks, 
Sarah Freeman, Lorenzo Barto-
loni, Peter DeCotis, David Baron, 
Trevor Wissink-Adams, Danielle 
Sommer-Kieta, and Ben Weber.
	 Doherty announced that there 
presently is an open seat on the 
council in Area C and asked if 
there were any potential candi-
dates. 
	 Jeff Paquette stepped up. 
Paquette said he has been a JP 
resident for 27 years and that he 

and his wife Heidi have raised 
their two college-age children in 
Jamaica Plain.
	 "We're really indebted for 
all that JP has offered to us," 
said Paquette, who works in the 
non-profit sector in the Boston 
area.
	 The council members unan-
imously voted to elect Paquette 
to the council.
	 Resident Dana Gonsalves an-
nounced that the annual meeting 
of the Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Development Corp. will be 
held on Saturday, May 20, from 
11-1 at the Merriam St. parking 
lot at the Samuel Adams Brewery 
at 284 Amory St. He said there 
will be raffles, food trucks, and a 
petting zoo for kids. "It will be a 
lot of fun and all are welcome," 
said Gonsalves.
	 The council then heard re-

Continued on page 2

Civilian flaggers on the horizon?

PHOTOS BY KAILEY DURAN

People celebrated Spontaneous 
Celebrations’ 32nd anniversary 
recently during the weekly 
potluck hosted by Spontaneous 
Celebrations

BY KAILEY DURAN

 
	 The space was filled with the 
aroma of aging wood. On any 
given day, there is something 
here for everyone — training for 
puppies, drumming for toddlers, 

food for the soul.
	 Welcome to Spontaneous Cel-
ebrations, an oatmeal-colored 
cookie-cutter house that serves 
both as a community center and 
an oasis in Jamaica Plain.
	 As patrons feasted on chicken 

curry, pepperoni pizza and veg-
etable soup recently, the main 
attraction for the night was a 
craft center. The evening’s cre-
ative specialty: fish carved out 

Weekly community potluck dinner brings residents even closer

Continued on page 3
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ports from the chairs of its vari-
ous committees.
	 Sparks, who is the chair of 
the Outreach Committee, spoke 
about the upcoming JPNC 
election on Saturday, June 24. 
Sparks walked her fellow council 
members through the wealth of 
information that is available for 
candidates on the JPNC's web-
site.
	 Welch, the chair of the Hous-
ing and Development Committee, 
noted that three new members 
were approved by the committee. 
The trio are JPNC member We-
ber and two Community  Mem-
bers, Willie Mitchell and Esther 
Belliard, both of whom have been 
long-time, active members of the 
JP community.
	 Welch asked that the full 
JPNC ratify the committee's se-
lections, which the council did by 
a unanimous vote.
	 Baron, the chair of the Zon-
ing  Committee, spoke of the 
three matters that came before 
the Zoning Committee this past 
month, all of which received the 
Zoning Committee's approval.
	 The first was the application 
at 87 and 91 Parkton Rd., two 
multi-family properties in com-

mon ownership that are being 
fully renovated by the owner, 
who came before the committee 
seeking to put in a shared drive-
way with parking in the rear. 
	 He said one of the neighbors 
objected to cars being parked 
where she can see them from her 
rear porch. The owner agreed to 
install a buffer in the form of 
screening.
	 The second matter concerned 
11 Plainfield St., where the own-
er is asking for a variance to 
construct a shed dormer  to ex-
tend a bedroom. There was no 
opposition by neighbors.
	 The third application per-
tained to 272-276 Hyde Park 
Ave., at the corner of Eldridge 
Ave., which is the location of 
J&G's Market convenience store. 
The owner is seeking to expand 
the convenience store slightly 
(within the existing footprint) 
and to add three stories of res-
idential apartments on top of 
the store to create six new resi-
dential units. The height of the 
building will line up with the 
four-story building next door.
	 "There was a shocking 
amount of support for this proj-
ect from the community," noted 
Baron, who said the residents 
were happy to see that the mar-
ket, which remained  open to 
serve the community during the 
height of the pandemic, will re-

main in operation.
	 Baron said one neigh-
bor raised a question about park-
ing, but the owner said that the 
present five parking spaces in 
the rear of the building will be 
available for the new tenants, 
not for customers of the store.
	 Baron asked that all three 
of the Zoning Committee's affir-
mative votes be approved by the 
full JPNC, which the members 
did unanimously. The owners of 
those properties now must go be-
fore the Boston Zoning Board of 
Appeals in order to obtain their 
variances.
	 Baron said the Zoning Com-
mittee will be meeting three 
times in May, starting on May 3. 
Items on the agenda for the May 
3 meeting include: 21 Louders 
Lane, for a second floor addition 
with solar panels; 31 Rodman 
St.,   which entails the renova-
tion of a two-family home and 
the construction of a three-story 
addition in the rear to convert 
it into two condo units; 10 and 
10A Walk Hil St., the location of 
Round Two Pizza, which is seek-
ing permission for take-out ser-
vice that formerly existed with 
the previous business; and the 
proposed project at 176 and 176R 
School St., in which the owner is 
seeking permission to construct 
a new, seven-unit, residential 
townhouse building with covered 
parking.

	 Reiskind, the chair of the Pub-
lic Service Comm., discussed the 
presentation by the Mass. Water 
Resources Authority (MWRA) of 
its plans for a tunneling proj-
ect, 400-500 feet under Jamai-
ca Plain, in order to install a 
new water pipeline that will run 
alongside the current pipes that 
is 50-70 years old.
	 "These will be redundant tun-
nels and when the new system 
is installed, the MWRA will re-
place the aging valves on the old 
pipes," Reiskind told the council. 
He said there will be a vertical 
boring on South St. near the 
American Legion Post that will 
have an impact locally "for a good 
amount of time." The completion 
of the project is slated for 2034 
with an anticipated start date in 
late-2025/early-2026.
	 Reiskind mentioned two 
items that will be coming before 
the committee at its next meet-
ing on May 2. The first is an ap-
plication for an alcohol license by 
Fritay, a new Haitian restaurant 
at 660A Centre St. The second 
is a request by Seed, a cannabis 
dispensary, for an amendment to 
its license to allow for a delivery 
permit.
	 Reiskind also added that the 
committee  elected DeCotis as 

a new member and asked the 
full JPNC to ratify his selection, 
which the council did by a unan-
imous vote.
	 Prior to the meeting's ad-
journment, Sparks noted that 
this Saturday, April 29, there 
will  be the annual Love Your 
Block clean-up event starting 
at the Stony Brook T station 
at 9:00. Those who gather will 
make a loop in the area.
	 She also noted the annual 
Wake up the Earth event is slat-
ed for May 6 and will include 
activities for children.
	 DeCotis mentioned that there 
will be another neighborhood 
landscaping/clean-up event this 
Saturday, April 29, at 10:00 at 
Lawson Park, which is being or-
ganized by the Egleston Square 
Committee.
	 Freeman noted that the re-
cent Muddy River  Cleanup at 
Franklin Park was a great suc-
cess that drew a large crowd, 
including a contingent from Dis-
trict 6 Councilor Kendra Lara's 
office.
	 Finally, William King, a can-
didate for District 6 City Coun-
cilor, addressed the council re-
garding his candidacy.
	 The next meeting of the JPNC 
is set for May 23 at 7:00.

JPNC
Continued from page 1
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“This is a problem because this is 
all done on overtime, and so it’s 
incredibly expensive for the city. 
The construction companies or 
the private individuals who have 
to have a police detail – they’re 
supposed to pay for this,” said 
Johnson.
	 “But, by and large, the sys-
tem is somewhat broken, and so 
a lot of times the money is not 
reimbursed, and the city just 
winds up fronting the money and 
not having it ever come back to 
them,” she added.
	 While saving the city money 
could be a benefit from this ini-
tiative, there were also thoughts 
that it would free up police of-
ficers to do other work rather 
than monitor the safety around 
construction sites.
	 Earlier in the meeting, JPNA 
Treasurer Andrew Pike brought 
up people “blowing through” the 
intersection of Cottage and Mar-
ginal Street.
	 Sergeant Joe Cintolo indi-
cated that the police would pay 
attention to this area in response 
to Pike’s concern. However, Cin-

tolo mentioned that the police 
are currently shorthanded and 
only have one traffic car out.
	 “We saw tonight the police 
can’t even cover basic traffic 
problem areas,” said Johnson, 
in a comment referencing Pike’s 
concern and underscoring the 
idea that civilian flaggers could 
allow the police to focus on other 
issues.
	 Along with gauging the JP-
NA’s interest in the initiative, 
Johnson and Sparks are asking 
for neighborhood groups to vote 
and potentially send a letter to 
Mayor Wu regarding the issue.
	 Pike, who was taking ques-
tions and comments from the 
chat, identified that there was 
some support for the initiative 
from those in attendance at last 
Monday’s meeting.
	 Although there was some 
support in the chat, Margaret 
Farmer, JPNA’s Co-Chair, men-
tioned there would have to be a 
discussion amongst the board to 
determine the process for even-
tually writing a letter in support.
	 “This would be a wonderful 
thing for the city. It would pro-
vide jobs, it would help the bud-
get – it would be a great thing,” 
said Johnson.

Flaggers
Continued from page 1
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of manila folders.
	 “It’s not just making this fish, 
it's about being in a community 
of other people,” said Edward 
Pazzanese, a community orga-
nizer in Jamaica Plain.
	 “It makes the connection be-
tween the visual arts and tell-
ing our stories,” said Pazzanese, 
while rummaging through two 
extra-large aluminum pans with 
sheets of gold foil, floral card-
stock and vermillion paper rolls 
one recent evening.
	 This is evident on the aging 
tables that held up the art sup-
plies — the once white surface 
now replaced with green smudg-
es and blue and purple paint 
splotches, representing the peo-
ple that once occupied the space.
	 Femke Rosenbaum found-
ed Spontaneous Celebrations’ 
current home in the 1990s. But 

her involvement started over a 
decade earlier when she began 
planning a series of festivals at 
her Jamaica Plain kitchen table.  
	 “My house wasn’t big enough,” 
said Rosenbaum.
	 She moved her activities to 
the basement of an old fire house 
and then, eventually, onto Dan-
forth Street.
	 The Wake up the Earth festi-
val, which became the hallmark 
of Spontaneous Celebrations, be-
gan in 1979 to honor people and 
land that were saved by stopping 
the development of the South-
west Expressway. This highway 
was meant to connect Interstate 
95 with Route 128, but it would 
have displaced hundreds of fam-
ilies in Jamaica Plain, Roxbury 
and the South End.
	 The festival is memorialized 
on the center’s walls with the 
painting of an I-95 sign next to 
the campaign slogan: “People 
Before Highways.” There are 
banners decorated with butter-
flies and an official picture book 

that documents everything that 
happened in the first festival.
	 “We just need places like this 
to exist,” said Bonnie Rovics, a 
doula and educator who has been 
frequenting the space since the 
mid-90s.
	 She was brought in by the 
potlucks that occurred then two 
to three times a week. Alongside 
her activist friends, she used the 
second floor of the building to put 
on theatrical plays about prison 
reform.
	 In what she describes as a 
commitment to the space, Rovics 
feeds the legacy of Spontaneous 
Celebrations by helping cook 
meals for the weekly potluck.
	 As soon as kids began filling 
the room, Rovics’ stories were 
drowned out by the tapping of 
footsteps, echoing of piano keys 
and the ripping of tape.
	 As first-timers at the potluck, 
Asher and Holden Robinson — 
12-year-old twins who recently 
moved to Jamaica Plain — said 
they hoped to meet other chil-
dren.
	 Asher’s fish, named Jeremy, 
was colored with the graphite of 
his No. 2 pencil. Holden’s fish, 
named Bob, was marked by its 
large eyes.
	 What crafts might next week 
hold?
	 “A car could work,” proposed 
Asher.

	 This story was published as 
part of a collaboration with Bos-
ton University’s School of Jour-
nalism in the College of Commu-
nication. The student journalist 
is a member of a Reporting in 
Depth class taught by former 
Boston Globe reporter Meghan 
Irons.

Potluck Dinner
Continued from page 1

Workshops Including:
Liberation Psychedelic

Integration Circle
Chest Binding with Transtape

Pelvic Floor Health
Handyperson Skills

Foot Bathing

Sunday, May 21st 2023
3464 Washington St 

Jamaica Plain, MA

12-3pm in person
4-7pm virtual

The Meeting Point Presents

Radical 
Wellness Fair

STI Testing
Energy Healing

Glasses Adjustments
Chair Massages

Music
Food + Beverages

Dog Treats

Kink
Body Liberation

Pottery
Nature Walk with

Salve Making
and More!

INVITATION TO BID
Italian Home for Children, Inc. is seeking sealed bids for 

School Breakfasts, Lunches, and Snacks that meet USDA 
and State requirements for reimbursements. Please send 

your proposals to Italian Home for Children, Inc. located at 
1125 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 before 4:30 

p.m., Monday, June 12, 2023. For more information, please 
contact: Italian Home for Children, Inc., Attention: Michael 

Ross, 1125 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130, 

mross@italianhome.org, Phone: 617-324-3116, ext.345.

Pre-bidder’s tour on 5/22/23 @ 2:00 P.M. at Italian Home 
for Children. A formal meeting won’t be conducted. Any 

questions regarding the RFP should be directed in writing to 
the above office.

The successful vendor will enter into a contract with the 
Italian Home for Children on or before 6/23/23 with full 

service to begin on 7/1/23 @ 9:00A.M. The school reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids or to accept the bid  

or any part of the bid deemed best for the Italian Home for 
Children.

taking a right at Green Street, 
following Green Street to Wash-
ington Street, Taking a Left on 
Washington through Egleston 
Square and A Left on Atherton 
Street to Lamartine Street and 
Left on Lamartine Street into 

the Festival Grounds. 
	 Sing Positive, JP Honk and 
Paige Academy will be leading 
the opening circle with our fes-
tival team.
	 There will be dozens of art 
and craft vendors, clothing, 
jewelry, facepainting, Egleston 
Farmers Market, Food trucks, 
Dancing, Music and more.. Zu-
mix is hosting our revived youth 

stage this year and providing our 
main sound. 
	 The focus of this year is on 
Climate Resilience and we are 
bringing in a project in collabo-
ration with artist Jovielle Gers, 
Roxana Bentes and others fo-
cused on making a pledge to 
action for climate resilience. 
	 There will  also be a ceremony 
honoring of Mel King.

Festival
Continued from page 1

PHOTOS BY KAILEY DURAN

A resident, wearing a butterfly wing, socialized with residents 
at the weekly potluck hosted by Spontaneous Celebrations 

“We just need places like this to exist,” said Bonnie Rovics, 
a doula and educator who has been frequenting the space 
since the mid-90s

ADVERTISE IN THE GAZETTE
For Rates and Information, Please Call 617-524-7662
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SPECIAL TO  THE GAZETTE

	 Today, Mayor Michelle Wu, 
Boston Public Schools Superin-
tendent Mary Skipper, School 
Leader Cindie Nelson, and Ms. 
Joyce King celebrated the re-
naming of the McKinley Schools 
to the Melvin H. King South End 
Academy in honor of the late 
Melvin H. King.
	 “Mel King’s visionary leader-
ship transformed Boston’s com-
munities and empowered our 
residents to reimagine what’s 
possible. His legacy will contin-
ue to shine as an inspiration for 
generations to come,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “I’m thrilled to cel-
ebrate him with this renaming 
to honor his legacy and inspire 
future generations of BPS stu-
dents and families to make an 
impact in their communities.”
	 King is a Boston Public 
Schools alum who spent his life 
representing and advocating for 
families in the City. He is a vi-
sionary leader who maintained 
a focus on equity to ensure all 
of Boston’s students have the 
opportunity to achieve their 
dreams. His work as a teacher, 
community activist, and local 
leader over the decades has in-
spired many residents to become 

leaders in their communities and 
to continue to advocate to make 
Boston a city for everyone. 
	 He passed on March 28, 2023 
at the age of 94. The City of 
Boston honored him earlier this 
month with services including 
a wreath laying at Boston City 
Hall, a day of remembrance, and 
a funeral in the South End.
	 The school underwent an ex-
tensive naming process that en-
gaged many stakeholders in the 
McKinley community. The pro-
cess included surveys, various 
public meetings with different 
constituent groups, and using 
the Racial Equity Planning Tool 
(REPT) as a guide to uncover 
any weak points or gaps that 
may have impacted their work 
throughout the process. The BPS 
Racial Equity Planning Tool lays 
out a clear six-step process to 
operationalize our commitment 
to ensure each decision we make 
is aimed at closing opportunity 
gaps and advancing racial equi-
ty.
	 “Modeled by Mel King, the 
power of education is exemplified 
across our city,” said Boston Pub-
lic Schools Superintendent Mary 
Skipper. “Learning begins in 
homes, classrooms, and schools, 
but it does not end there. Mel 

demonstrated how education can 
be used to mobilize and empower 
community members to bring 
about positive transformation in 
our village for a lifetime, direct-
ly impacting our young people. 
We see these efforts from our 
families, educators, school lead-
ers, and district administrators. 

Let us continue Mel’s legacy by 
recommitting ourselves to this 
work, and by working together, 
every single day for the benefit 
of our students.”
	 During the event, students 
and school staff unveiled a ban-
ner with the school's new name. 
The design was developed and 
created by the school art teach-
er, Ari Hauben. He worked with 
the school's students who helped 
to design the crown. The heart 
that is displayed represents 
hugs. The image of Mr. King 
mirrors the mural on the side of 
the building. One of the seniors, 
Jaylen Rodriguez, read the poem 
“Struggle” written by Mel King 

during the ceremony to pay hom-
age to his memory. 
	 “It is an honor for this school 
to carry the name of Melvin H. 
King, a lifetime, the legendary 
leader of Boston,” said advo-
cate and former Boston Public 
Schools teacher and adminis-
trator Edith Bazile. “Mel King’s 
leadership and service to gen-
erations of Bostonians have 
empowered them to advance 
educationally, socially, and eco-
nomically through his mission 
of love and racial justice. I look 
forward to the ongoing transfor-
mative work occurring at Melvin 

A HOT NUTRITIOUS MEAL

If you or a loved one, are 60 years or 
older, and are interested in learning 
more about free home-delivered meals 
and other services that provide support 
in the home, please contact Ethos.

• Home Delivered Meals
• Home Care
• Wellness Classes
• Mental Health

IS ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY

617.477.6606  |  ETHOCARE.ORG

A HOT NUTRITIOUS MEAL

If you or a loved one, are 60 years or 
older, and are interested in learning 
more about free home-delivered meals 
and other services that provide support 
in the home, please contact Ethos.

• Home Delivered Meals
• Home Care
• Wellness Classes
• Mental Health

IS ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY

617.477.6606  |  ETHOCARE.ORG Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert

C: 617.447.5350
O: 617.266.5200

Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

GABRIELLE BARON

Mayor Wu, Supt. Skipper celebrate the renaming of McKinley 
Schools to the Melvin H. King South End Academy

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JEREMIAH ROBINSON

Mayor Michelle Wu joined the community of the William McKinley School in the South End 
for the official renaming ceremony of the school to the “Melvin H. King South End Academy.”

Continued on Page 5
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H. King South End Academy so 
educational outcomes exemplify 
his unwavering commitment to 
college and vocational pathways 
of success and leadership for our 
young people.”
	 Earlier this year, as part of 
the Green New Deal for Boston 
Public Schools, the Mel King 
Academy community and the 
City of Boston launched a vi-
sioning study to redesign and 
renovate the Mel King Academy 
facilities. With new investments 
proposed in the City of Boston 
Capital Plan, this visioning 
study – in collaboration with 
Saam Architecture – will set the 
foundation to build new facilities 
for the Mel King Academy that 
are safe, healthy, and inspiring, 
where every student can thrive 
and succeed.  
	 “Mel King, one of Boston’s 
champions for equity, inclusion, 

and progress, is a fitting example 
we’re striving to follow in this 
school community,” said Boston 
School Committee Chairperson 
Jeri Robinson. “We’re working 
hard, together, to imagine and 
produce a facility that will set 
a standard of excellence in the 
City for offering students of dif-
ferent abilities the support and 
setting they'll need to thrive in 
their education.”
	 “We are honored to be able to 
have Melvin H. King represent 
the school and serve as a beacon 
that guides our work integrating 
high-quality instruction and spe-
cialized therapeutic supports,” 
said Melvin H. King South End 
Academy School Leader Cindie 
Neilson. “He did so much to ad-
vance education and opportunity 
in Boston, and future genera-
tions will continue to benefit 
from his life’s work.”
	 For more information about 
the Green New Deal for Boston 
Public Schools, please visit bos-
ton.gov/GND-BPS. 

Mel King
Continued from page 4 STAFF REPOrT

	 Celia Segel, candidate for 
State Representative in West 
Roxbury, Roslindale, Jamaica 
Plain and Brookline, has been 
endorsed by former Congress-
man Barney Frank. Congress-
man Frank represented Brook-
line as part of the 4th Congres-
sional district for more than 30 
years until his retirement in 
2013, and served as Chairman 
of the House Financial Services 
Committee.
	 “Celia Segel has already 
demonstrated leadership in her 
advocacy to control the costs 
of health care and prescrip-
tion drugs,” said Congressman 
Frank. “She brings incredibly 
valuable policy expertise and 
knows how to build coalitions to 
pass legislation that will serve 
the 10th Suffolk and all of Mas-

sachusetts. Celia has my enthu-
siastic support.”
	 “I am honored to be endorsed 
by such an effective legislator 
and dedicated public servant in 
Congressman Barney Frank,” 
said Segel. “Congressman Frank 
knows that I am someone who 
can bring our communities to-

gether and form the partnerships 
necessary to deliver for every 
neighborhood of this district on 
Beacon Hill.”
	 Congressman Frank is joined 
in his support for Segel by Re-
productive Equity Now, EMILYs 
List, the Massachusetts Teach-
ers Association, the LGBTQ+ 
Victory Fund, Senate Majority 
Leader Cynthia Creem, and sev-
eral other members of the Mas-
sachusetts Legislature.
	 Celia Segel is an experienced 
community leader and coalition 
builder who has worked to pass 
legislation at the State House 
and implement statewide policy. 
She has spent her career fighting 
for policies that improve access 
to affordable health care, hous-
ing and reproductive rights as 
an advocate, organizer, and pol-
icy expert. She lives in Jamaica 
Plain with her wife and three 
kids.

Frank Endorses Segel for State Representative

C a n d i d a t e  f o r  S t a t e 
Representative, Celia Segel.



6 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •  APRIL 28, 2023

BY ANNIKa CHaVES

	 A black marker squeaks along 
the bottom of a whiteboard then 
stops. Eight words appeared at 
the bottom of the board.
	 “Give all students, especially 
Black, Indigenous, and People of 
Color, opportunities to succeed.” 
	 Eliza Davern capped the 
marker, and Mirian Albert be-
gan posing questions to people 
seated in chairs arranged in 
a circle. Both helped organize 
the community meeting to lead 
a catalytic conversation about 
dismantling inequities in edu-
cation. 
	 “Public education should be 
a space where children, no mat-

ter their racial or ethnic back-
ground, feel safe and can thrive,” 
said Albert, a staff attorney at 
Lawyers for Civil Rights, which 
held the forum at the central 
branch of the Boston Public Li-
brary recently.
	 The forum, coming amid a 
national debate on school disci-
pline and school policing, focused 
on disciplinary actions, identity 
based bullying and barriers for 
English learners, issues that 
largely affect students of color 
disproportionately, organizers 
said. 
	 “We wanted to …get a com-
munity pulse and see what issues 
people are seeing,” said Davern, 
who works as an assistant at 

Lawyers for Civil Rights. 
		  The need for hosting the 
forum first came to the organi-
zation’s attention when officials  
noticed an uptick in students 
of color experiencing identity 
based-bullying — being targeted 
because of their race. 
	 Students of color were seven 
times more likely to be suspend-
ed than white students, accord-
ing to Lawyers for Civil Rights, 
citing recent research. 
	 “It's widely known that stu-
dents of color are disciplined 
more harshly than their white 
counterparts,” Davern said. 
“That means that these students 
are not receiving the same edu-
cation that their peers are.”
	 Albert said some of her cli-
ents who attend vocational high 
schools reported that they were 
being suspended for long periods 
of time over minor infractions — 
an “isolating” experience that 
makes it more difficult for them 
to catch up on work and maintain 
their grades.
	 “Sometimes it seems to stu-
dents that there wasn’t a clear 
system as to why they were being 
suspended or for why proper pro-
cedures weren’t being followed,” 

said Albert.
	 Repeatedly taking certain 
students out of the classroom not 
only limits accessibility to equal 
education, but also affects how 
they are perceived by others and 
even themselves, said Haluwa 
Doherty, a second year Boston 
College law student. 
	 Doherty, who attended the 
event, said coming back from 
suspensions often leaves stu-
dents of color feeling “anxious” 
and “embarrassed” when they re-
alize they aren’t able to keep up 
with their peers or have teachers 
“vouching” for them. 
	 “You become ‘other,’ she said. 
“You become known as the prob-
lematic student.” 
	 Inequities in school discipline 
have long been an issue across 
the state, with some Boston offi-
cials arguing that more policing 
is needed in the school buildings, 
while others contend that an 
over-reliance on police only helps 
to criminalize students of color.
	 Lawyers for Civil Rights offi-
cials had sent a letter to Super-
intendent Mary Skipper arguing 
that the schools have gone “too 
far” with disciplining students of 
color. 

	 They said school authorities 
should find other creative ways, 
including more mental health 
support, “trauma informed care,” 
and teacher diversity to better 
connect with students.
	 “We are a society that loves 
to just put a Band-Aid on bullet 
wounds and we refuse to dig 
deeper into the causes,” she said.
	 While the organization has 
yet to hear back from Skipper, 
the lawyers’ group said they are 
continuing to partner with com-
munity allies such as Sociedad 
Latina and others to ensure that 
students have the support they 
need.
	 “There are a lot of ways that 
people could harness the power 
of the students in the community 
to work more in unison versus 
against each other,” Davern said.

	 This story was published in 
collaboration with Boston Uni-
versity’s Department of Journal-
ism in the College of Communi-
cation. The student journalist is 
a member of a Reporting in Depth 
class taught by former Boston 
Globe reporter Meghan Irons.

Quality, Affordable Residential Care for Seniors 62+

NO entrance fee
income or asset

restrictions!

• Private bedrooms with full bath
• 24-hour personal care assistance
• Medication administration
• 3 Home-style meals daily
• Laundry and housekeeping services
• Leisure and wellness activities
• Lovely common areas
• 100% accessible

Since 1901

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain
www.MountPleasantHome.org

617-522-7600

BUY A HOME IN GREATER BOSTON & RECEIVE

50% OF OUR COMMISSION
 

 

 
Example: Home Price: $500,000

Your Cash Rebate is $ 5 0 0 0  to $ 6 2 5 0
Details at: www.skymaxrealty.com/rebate 

SKYMAX 
REALTY 

Full Service Real Estate Brokerage 
www.skymaxrealty.com 

Will Cunningham 
will@skymaxrealty.com (617) 921-4758

Students of color bear brunt of school discipline, identity bullying, Boston forum says

BY GaZETTE STaFF

	 The Housing and Develop-
ment Committee of the Jamaica 
Plain Neighborhood Council held 
its regular monthly meeting last 
Tuesday, April 18.
	 Chairperson Renee Stacey 
Welch and fellow committee and 
community members, including 
Jaya Aiyer, John Harding, Paige 
Sparks, Peter DeCotis, Sarah 
Freeman, Pam Bender, Sara 
Horsley, Joanne Paul, Purple 
Reign, Danielle Sommer-Kieta, 
Aidan Foley, Ben Weber, Kathy 
Brown, and Bernie Doherty, 
were among those in attendance.
	 Sparks updated the commit-
tee about the upcoming council 
election set for Saturday, June 
24, from 10-4 at three locations: 
JP Licks, the Forest Hills T sta-
tion, and the Stop and Shop near 
Jackson Square. Voting will be 
only in-person and is open to all 
JP residents 16 years of age and 
older.
	 All 20 seats on the council 
are up for grabs. There are five 
at-large seats and five each in 
neighborhood areas A,B, and C.
	 Sparks noted that candidates 

will need to collect nominating 
signatures (50 for at-large seats, 
25 for neighborhood seats) and 
noted that a packet for candi-
dates is available at all of the 
local public library branches and 
Curtis Hall. The information 
packet also is available on-line 
on the JPNC's website. 
	 The packets were made avail-
able as of April 24. The signa-
tures must be submitted by May 
24 at the JP Library on South St. 
	 Sparks also noted that volun-
teers (who cannot be candidates) 
are needed to run the polls and 
count the ballots on Election Day.
	 Weber, a recently-elected mem-
ber of the JPNC, was elected to the 
Housing and Development Com-
mittee by a vote of the committee 
members. (DeCotis also initially 
had indicated he would be a can-
didate, but withdrew in deference 
to Weber.)  Weber has been a JP 
resident since 2009 and works as 
a labor attorney. "I love Jamaica 
Plain and wish to become more 
involved with the committee," said 
Weber.
	 The committee also voted to 
add two new community mem-
bers, Willie Mitchell and Esther 

Belliard.
	 Welch asked her colleagues 
to offer suggestions about their 
"best practices in order to ensure 
that everyone's voice is heard," 
including landlords, tenants, prop-
erty managers, homeowners, and 
others.
	 Doherty drew the group's at-
tention to the impending devel-
opment at 1822 Arboretum Rd., a 
six-story structure that is adjacent 
to the Arboretum on the site of 
what presently is an abandoned 
industrial building. He noted that 
by converting this site and others 
like it to housing, it removes the 
possibility of creating jobs in the 
community, which was the ba-
sis for rezoning those areas for 
light-industrial use in the 1990s.
	 He also noted that the apart-
ments that are designated as "af-
fordable" are not truly affordable 
because the threshold of 70% of 
AMI (average median income) is 
out of reach for persons who work 
in jobs that pay in the range of 
minimum wage.
	 After some more discussion 
about the issue of affordable 
housing, the committee ad-
journed until its next meeting.

JPNC Housing Comm. holds regular meeting
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	 Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
along with Boston Public Health 
Commission Executive Director 
Dr. Bisola Ojikutu and Boston 
Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) Chief James Hooley on 
Friday celebrated the graduation 
of 11 Emergency Medical Tech-
nician (EMT) Recruits and one 
promotion. Also included in the 
graduates is a resident of South 
End. The EMTs will be assigned 
to 911 ambulances and dispatch 
operations, strengthening the 
City of Boston's Emergency Med-
ical Services. 
	 In the keynote address during 
the ceremony, Mayor Michelle 
Wu recognized the newest EMTs 
and promotees, as well as the 
department as a whole, for their 
commitment to our communities. 
She spoke of their ability to act 
with compassion and precision, 
urgency and composure; to treat 
injury and illness, and provide 
comfort and reassurance. 
	 “Our Emergency Medical 
Technicians provide lifesaving 
care and compassion to every 
patient they serve at a moment’s 
notice, embodying the spirit of 
giving back to our community,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “The 
entire City of Boston is so grate-
ful to our newest recruit grad-
uates for joining the team and 
congratulations to our promoted 
member.”
	 The 11 EMT-Recruit grad-
uates started the Academy in 
November 2022 and throughout 
the last 6 months have spent 
time in the classroom enhancing 
their clinical expertise, honing 
practical skills, and training in 
ambulances responding to more 

than 1,500 real medical emer-
gencies, treating and transport-
ing over 1,200 patients. Many 
of the graduates were drawn to 
Boston EMS through their desire 
to help people, give back to their 
community and because of the 
department’s reputation as one 
of the best emergency medical 
services in the Country. 
	 The Boston EMS Recruit 
Academy is a full-time paid 
training program for state cer-
tified EMTs, ensuring residents 
receive the highest quality 
pre-hospital care, before they are 
badged as department EMTs. 
Boston EMS recently started a 
subsequent Academy class in 
February, which is in training 
and expected to graduate in Au-
gust. Those interested in a re-
warding career at Boston EMS 
are encouraged to go to www.
boston.gov/ems to learn more 
and sign up for training and em-
ployment opportunities. Starting 
pay for newly hired EMTs is $30 
an hour. 
	 During Friday's ceremony, 
Lieutenant Jonathan Welch 
was recognized for his promo-
tion that took place in Febru-
ary 2020 during the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Lieu-
tenant Welch, a 14-year veter-
an of the department, promoted 
from the rank of EMT to Lieu-
tenant, is dual trained to work 
in field and dispatch operations 
as a supervisor. As a Supervisor, 
Jonathan serves as a role model, 
mentor, and an advocate for both 
peers and patients. 
	 Boston EMS has long seen a 
benefit in combining graduation 
and promotional ceremonies, al-
lowing the newest members to 
stand beside those with 5, 10 
and 20 plus years of experience, 

as equally vital members of the 
department. 
	 “We have invested in pre-
paring you for whatever may 
come next, but please, don’t stop 
learning, don’t stop challeng-
ing yourselves. We don’t know 
what we will be faced with next,” 
advised Chief Hooley. “We also 
know that meeting the needs of 
our community means adapting 
to those needs. We as a depart-
ment have never feared change.”

	 To better serve the evolving 
needs of residents, Boston EMS 
continues to expand services, in-
cluding screening of 9-1-1 behav-
ioral health emergencies for call 
transfer directly to a licensed 
mental health clinician. This ser-
vice, referred to as ‘TeleBEST’, 
has been offered since late Oc-
tober of 2022, with over 50 pa-
tients effectively transferred. As 
of April 11th, 2023, TeleBEST 
became available 24/7. In June, 

Boston EMS anticipates activa-
tion of an Alternative Response 
Model, a unit jointly staffed with 
an EMT and behavioral health 
clinician, designed to provide 
on scene support at low acuity 
behavioral health incidents. Bos-
ton EMS is the first emergency 
medical service in the state to be 
approved for the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health, 

No drought 
about it
An Ivy rain barrel will help your 
garden grow.

> Removable locking lid
> Screened inlet
> Holds 50 gallons
> Available in forest green or black
> Made in the USA
> Recycled plastic

Public price $140, member price $119

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120  
617-442-2262

BostonBuildingResources.com
a consumer co-op

Morrison’s 
Auto-Rite

Outstanding Service since 1969

617-522-4444
www.MorrisonsAutoRite.com

475 Centre St
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the 39 bus and 
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Orange Line

Call for an  
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Spring Special
Oil, Filter & Lube, Rotate Tires, Inspect Brakes, Suspension, 

Cooling System, Exhaust and Check Air Conditioning  
Performance for the Warm Weather
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Eleven graduates to join the ranks of City of Boston EMTs

The EMT recruits pictured during their graduation ceremony.

Continued on page 9



8 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   APRIL 28, 2023

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

 
HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

WOODWORKING CLASSES

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

AASSBBEESSTTOOSS  AANNDD  MMOOLLDD

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  
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Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
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Alexander Doyle
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All Work Guaranteed
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www.acmefinepainting.com
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 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634
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Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRSROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

 
HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N 
HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

Woodworking 
class

No experience needed

Michael 
Keohane

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and 
odd job services. 

20+ years of experience.
Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

LANDSCAPING

NZOE



 Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   APRIL 28, 2023  •    9

DEVANTE WISE 
NAMED TO HUSSON 
UNIVERSITY ONLINE'S 
PRESIDENT'S LIST
	 Jamaica Plain, Mass. resi-

dent, Rashawn Devante Wise, 
was recently named to Husson 
University Online's President's 
List. Wise was enrolled in Hus-
son's Bachelor of Science in busi-
ness administration program.
	 Full-time online students 

who earn President's List rec-
ognition must be enrolled as an 
undergraduate, carry a full-time 
load of 12 credit hours over the 
course of 21 weeks, complete all 
attempted courses in the time 
allotted and achieve a 3.80 to 4.0 

semester grade-point average. 
Credits from pass/fail classes do 
not qualify toward meeting the 
minimum credit hour require-
ment.
	 Courses for full-time online 
undergraduate students are of-

fered over the course of seven 
weeks. This accelerated time-
frame provides adult learners 
with an opportunity to balance 
existing personal and profession-
al commitments as they complete 
their studies.

Office of EMS, Mobile Integrat-
ed Healthcare (MIH) Emergency 
Department Avoidance program.
	 “On behalf of the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission, I am 
pleased to welcome the class of 

2022-2 to Boston EMS and look 
forward to working with them,” 
said Dr. Bisola Ojikutu, Com-
missioner of Public Health and 
Executive Director of the Bos-
ton Public Health Commission. 
“Boston EMS’ work is central to 
our health care and public health 
systems and advances health 
equity across our city.” 
	 Boston EMS is one of the bus-

iest municipal EMS providers 
in New England, responding to 
more than 134,000 emergency 
medical incidents per year. As 
a bureau of the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC), 
Boston EMS is committed to serv-
ing Boston's residents through 
clinical excellence, emergency 
planning and preparedness, and 
community outreach. 

	  Boston EMS is the primary 
provider of emergency medical 
services for the City of Boston 
and is a nationally recognized 
leader in the field of pre-hos-
pital emergency medicine. The 
department leverages the latest 
advances in both medicine and 
technology to bring high-quality, 
compassionate care to the people 
of Boston. Boston EMS also plays 
a key role in the City's emer-
gency preparedness efforts and 
provides community program-
ming designed to educate the 
public about important health 
and safety topics. 
	   The Boston Public Health 
Commission, one of the country's 
oldest health departments, is 
an independent public agency 
providing a wide range of health 
services and programs. It is gov-
erned by a seven-member board 
of health appointed by the Mayor 
of Boston. Public service and 
access to quality health care are 
the cornerstones of our mission - 
to protect, preserve and promote 
the health and well-being of all 
Boston residents, particularly 
those who are most vulnerable. 
The Commission's more than 
40 programs are grouped into 
six bureaus: Emergency Medi-
cal Services; Child Adolescent 
& Family Health; Community 
Health Initiatives; Homeless 
Services; Infectious Disease; and 
Recovery Services. 
	 If you or someone in your 
family is experiencing a behav-
ioral health crisis and does not 
require emergency medical ser-
vices, please call the toll-free 
24/7 BEST Call Center directly 
at 1-800-981-HELP (4357) to 
speak with a clinician. This num-
ber can be used 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week to obtain ser-
vices. The Call Center is staffed 
by behavioral health clinicians 
who will triage calls, provide 
support, and make appropriate 
referrals via phone, in-person 
evaluations, mobile clinicians, or 
Telehealth. Callers will always 
speak to a live clinician

ADVERTISEMENT

CITY OF BOSTON/COUNTY OF SUFFOLK
BOSTON CENTERS FOR YOUTH & FAMILIES (BCYF)

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Repair, Maintenance, and Painting work at the BCYF 
Mirabella Pool and Bathhouse

EV00012306
Contact Information

Hazel McAfee, Grants Manager
Hazel.McAfee@Boston.Gov

617-635-4920 x 2704

The City of Boston (the City), acting by the Commissioner of 
the Boston Centers for Youth & Families, hereinafter referred 
to as the Official, invites sealed bids for the performance of 
the work generally described above, and particularly set forth 
in the Invitation for Bids.

The bid documents will be accessible online from Monday, 
May 01, 2023, through Friday, May 12, 2023, by visiting 
the City of Boston Public Procurement website at boston.
gov/procurement/ and clicking on the supplier portal button 
to access event ID # EV000012306. Questions regarding 
the contract, email Hazel McAfee and reference the event 
number listed above.

All sealed bids shall be filed electronically no later than 4:00 
pm on Friday May 12, 2023 by logging onto the City of 
Boston Procurement website as listed and accessing the 
above event number.

The attention of all bidders is directed to the provisions of the 
Invitation for Bids and contract documents, specifically to the 
requirements for bid deposits, insurance and performance 
bonds as may be applicable.

Sealed bids shall be opened electronically by the Official 
on Friday May 12, 2022 at 4:00 PM. The contract awarded 
pursuant to this invitation to bid will commence on or about 
May 15, 2023.

Marta E. Rivera, Commissioner 
(May 1, May 12, 2023)

ADVERTISEMENT

CITY OF BOSTON/COUNTY OF SUFFOLK
BOSTON CENTERS FOR YOUTH & FAMILIES (BCYF)

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Transportation services for Camp Joy

EV00012305
Contact Information

Hazel McAfee, Grants Manager
617-635-4920 X2704

The City of Boston (“the City”), acting by the Commissioner of 
the Boston Centers for Youth& Families, hereinafter referred 
to as the Official, invites sealed bids for the performance of 
the work generally describe below, and particularly set forth in 
the Invitation for Bids.

Camp Joy Transportation Service at the Ohrenberger 
Community Center, July 10, 2023 through August 04, 2023. 
Transport up to 70 campers to and from the program, with 
and without disabilities, between 3 years to 22 years of age.

The bid documents will be accessible on line from Monday 
May 08, 2023 by visiting the City of Boston Public 
Procurement website and Supplier Portal at the following link 
(http://boston.gov/procurement) and accessing the event 
ID #EV00012305

All sealed bids shall be filed electronically no later than 4:00 
pm on Tuesday May 23, 2023 by logging onto the City of 
Boston Procurement website as listed and accessing the 
above event number.

The attention of all bidders is directed to the provisions of the 
Invitation for Bids and contract documents, specifically to the 
requirements for bid deposits, insurance and performance 
bonds as may be applicable.

The contract awarded pursuant to this invitation to bid will 
commence on or about July 10, 2023 and will end on August 
04, 2023.

Marta Rivera, Commissioner

(May 08, May 15, 2023)

ANTIQUE 
LUMBER
OF NEW 

ENGLAND
MANTLES | SHELVES | BEAMS

617-838-2455
235 OLD WEBSTER RD.
OXFORD MA • 01540

RECLAIMED

SOLID WOOD

FLOORING
STARTING AT

2.99SQ.FT.

EMTs
Continued from page 7

LOCAL STUDENT EARNS ACADEMIC HONORS
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OPENING DAY PARADE FOR JP’S REAGAN YOUTH BASEBALL LEAGUE

angell.org | 350 South Huntington Ave | Boston, MA | 617-522-7282  

Angell Animal Medical Center’s 
compassionate team provides 
state-of-the-art care for your best 
friend. From wellness checkups to 
allergies, from cancer treatment to 
neurosurgery, our specialists work 
together to provide services tailored 
to your pet’s individual needs.

• 24/7 Emergency
 & Critical Care
• Anesthesiology
• Avian & Exotic
 Medicine
• Behavior
• Cardiology
• Dentistry
• Dermatology
• Diagnostic
 Imaging

• General Medicine
• Internal Medicine
• Neurology
• Oncology
• Ophthalmology
• Pathology
• Physical
 Rehabilitation
• Surgery

24/7 Emergency Vet Care  |  Weekend Appointments  |  Free On-site Parking

Quality vet care is right in your neighborhood.

We’re not kitten you!

‘MAYA’
Maya is 2 and adores other 

dogs of all ages and sizes. 

She’s a little shy with new 

people and needs a quiet 

neighborhood. She is 

housebroken, walks well 

on a leash, enjoys car rides, 

and loves a good snuggle.

THE RESIDENTIAL 

GROUP 
The Residential Group is 
proud to announce the 
addition of Sarah Carroll to 
our brokerage team as an 
Associate Partner. 

Sarah has been selling real 
estate in the Jamaica Plain, 
Greater Boston and Metro 
West markets for the past 15 
years, and has career sales 
eclipsing $200,000,000. 

Sarah can be reached at 
781-820-0280 or by emaiI at 
sarah@residentialgroup.com

16 Clarendon Street. Boston, MA 02116 I www.residentialgroup.com 

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by 

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

www.buddydoghs.org

COURTESY PHOTOS

	 On Saturday, April 22 play-
ers and League officials made 
their way across the City during 
the Opening Day Parade. 
	 The walkers made their way 
down Centre Street to South 
Huntington, and then to Bynner 
heading towards Daisy Field. 
The players sang a rendition of 
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame” 
halfway through the Parade. 
Opening Day ceremonies fol-
lowed the parade at Daisy Field.

Mt. Pleasant Home residents sit on the corner of Bynner and 
S. Huntington and watch the team that they sponsor go by. 

The players gathered at Daisy Field.

Players make their way down Centre Street.

Players for the team   
sponsored by JP Movie 
Nights.
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OPENING DAY PARADE 
FOR JP’S REAGAN YOUTH 

BASEBALL LEAGUE
	 As the line goes in the movie 
Poltergeist 2, “They’re baaack,” 
and so the Wenham Street Cin-
ema, located at 23 Wenham 
Street, is ready for the 2023 
season.,
	 The 2023 schedule -- like 
all things under the sun -- will 
be subject to constant change. 
Raya and the Last Dragon will 
be shown this Saturday, April 29. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and the 
movie will start at 6 p.m. Please 

bring food or drink to share (and 
your own chair) if you are able.  
Please note that District 6 City 
Councilor Kendra Lara will join 
this event.
	 HATS --   Remember a year 
ago when you ordered a Wenham 
Street Cinema hat?  Well, supply 
chain issues (really) and other 
obstacles have delayed -- but 
NOT stopped -- the hats. The 
latest word from our supplier 
in Los Angeles is that the last 

color (grey) is at the Long Beach 
Port and should be arriving next 
week. Once all colors are in, they 
will be embroidered and sent to 
Boston. Don’t worry, you’ll get an 
email when they arrive.
	 TECH IMPROVEMENT -- 
Short tech update: Internet will 
be better, lagging should be elim-
inated. Thank you to Eben and 
Chris for their huge help on this!
	 The other movies planned for 
the season are as follows:

Wenham St. Cinema ready for 2023 season; first show is Saturday

 

 

Wenham Street Cinema 2023 Season Schedule  
 

  
Event 

 
Date & Time 

 

 
Helpful Details  

 
Speaker  

 

2 

 

Kids’ Screening: 
Raya and the Last 
Dragon  
 

Early May 
Doors at 5:30, 
movie at 6:00 

This event usually becomes a party for adults on the sidewalk 
as kids enjoy the movie. Last year lots of people brought 
pizza and it was a blast! This event is in recognition of AAPI 
Heritage Month. 
 

Boston City 
Councilor Kendra 
Lara  

3 

 

Light of Day 
Records Presents… 
LIVE from WSC #1  

Saturday, 5/20 
3pm to 7pm 
  

This is a live music concert with three performers, generally the biggest, most social, 
most fun event of the year! Performers will be Yoni Gordon, Christina Lacoste, and 
Cody Switch. Follow @LightofDayRecords on IG for more info.  
 

4 

 

Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever  

Late May 
Doors at 6:30, 
movie at 7:00 

Queen Ramonda, Shuri, M'Baku, Okoye and the Dora Milaje 
fight to protect their nation from intervening world powers in 
the wake of King T'Challa's death. As the Wakandans strive 
to embrace their next chapter, the heroes must band together 
with Nakia and Everett Ross to forge a new path for their 
beloved kingdom.  
 

Boston City 
Councilor Kendra 
Lara and WSC 
Chief Film Scholar, 
Josh Ramos 

 

5 

 

Banshees of 
Inisherin  

Early June 
Doors at 6:30, 
movie at 7:00 
 

On a remote island off the coast of Ireland, Pádraic is 
devastated when his buddy Colm suddenly puts an end to 
their lifelong friendship. With help from his sister and a 
troubled young islander, Pádraic sets out to repair the 
damaged relationship by any means necessary. However, as 
Colm's resolve only strengthens, he soon delivers an 
ultimatum that leads to shocking consequences. 

Thom Dunn, local 
musician, playright, 
and writer 
 

6 

 

Counselor Mejia’s 
movie 

Saturday, 6/10 
Doors at 6:00, 
movie at 7:00 
 

Counselor Mejia and @wenhamstreetcinema will conduct a 
poll to select the movie. The options, selected by Counselor 
Mejia are: Pretty Woman, Total Recall, and Catch Me If You 
Can. 
 

Boston City 
Councilor Julia 
Mejia 

 

7 

 

Juneteenth 
Screening: The 
Woman King  
 

Saturday, 6/17 
Doors at 6:00, 
movie at 7:00 

In the 1800s, a group of all-female warriors protects the 
African kingdom of Dahomey with skills and fierceness unlike 
anything the world has ever seen. Faced with a new threat, 
General Nanisca trains the next generation of recruits to fight 
against a foreign enemy that’s determined to destroy their 
way of life.  
 
This event seeks to recognize and celebrate Juneteenth, and 
honor those that fought for the liberation of enslaved people. 
  

Boston City 
Councilor Ruthzee 
Louijeune and 
WSC Chief Film 
Scholar, Josh 
Ramos  

8 

 
 

Spike Lee’s 
masterpiece, Do the 
Right Thing 

Late July  A local Brooklyn resident, Buggin' Out, becomes upset when 
he sees that an Italian-owned pizzeria's Wall of Fame exhibits 
only Italian actors. The wall becomes a symbol of racism and 
hate to Buggin' Out and to other people in the neighborhood, 
and tensions rise. 
 

Boston City 
Councilor Kendra 
Lara and WSC 
Chief Film Scholar, 
Josh Ramos 

9 

 

Light of Day 
Records Presents… 
LIVE from WSC #2  
 

Saturday, 7/29  
3pm to 7pm 

This is a live music concert with three performers, generally the biggest, most social, 
most fun event of the year! Performers will be Gatch, Everfiner, and The Totals. 
Follow @LightofDayRecords on IG for more info.  

10 

 

Film Noir 
Screening: Double 
Indemnity  
 

Late July Insurance salesman Walter Neff gets roped into a murderous 
scheme when he falls for the sensual Phyllis Dietrichson, who 
is intent on killing her husband and living off the fraudulent 
accidental death claim. Prompted by the late Mr. Dietrichson's 
daughter, insurance investigator Barton Keyes looks into the 
case, and gradually begins to uncover the sinister truth. 
 
 

WSC Chief Film 
Scholar, Josh 
Ramos 

11 

 

The Room  Early August  
 
 

Johnny is a successful banker who lives happily in a San 
Francisco townhouse with his fiancée, Lisa. One day, 
inexplicably, she gets bored of him and decides to seduce 
Johnny's best friend, Mark. From there, nothing will be the 
same again. 
 

We need one! 
Please reach out if 
you’d like to be our 
speaker.  

12 

 

JP Porchfest Saturday, 8/19 
Noon to 7pm 

JP’s preeminent free, public music event of the year! Other stages are nearby! 
Executive Popcorn Helper: Arlo; Chief Joy Sparker: Zozia.  

13 

 

Amy’s Screening: 
Drop Dead 
Gorgeous 

Late August  
Doors at 6:30, 
move at 7:00 

Every year Amy picks a movie from the 90s or early aughts 
that she loves. Previous picks include The Parent Trap and 
Wet Hot American Summer.  

Executive Director 
of Needham 
Outreach, Amy 
Cantor 

  

14 

 

A movie to be 
named later 

Early September 
Doors at 6:00, 
movie at 6:30  

More info is forthcoming, please check Instagram 
@wenhamstreetcinema for more information (or join our 
email list by emailing matt.shuman@gmail.com).  
 

TBD 

15 

 

 

HALLOWEEN 
SPOOKTACULAR 
>> LIVE, original 
score to 80s horror 
classic: From 
Beyond 
 

Saturday, 10/14 
Doors at 6:30,  
event at 7:00 

Oneness Vs. Anti-Oneness will perform a LIVE original score to the cult classic 80s 
horror/sci-fi movie From Beyond. Closed captions will be on as we groove, dance and 
vibe to the spacey, funky sounds and campy, old school visuals. Suggested donation 
of $10 and includes OVA-O 7” record.  

 
* If you’d like to provide a brief lecture before a movie, please email Wenham Street Cinema’s former Chief Creative Officer,  
Matt Shuman at matt.shuman@gmail.com.  
 
 

ERIC ESTEVES PHOTOS 

Shown above and below, more scenes of the young players 
during the annual Opening Day Parade.
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STAFF REPOrT

	 Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Mayor’s Office of Housing (MOH) 
last week announced that the 
City of Boston awarded the first 
grants from the previously an-
nounced Affordable Commercial 
Assistance Fund (ACAF) to make 
commercial rents more accessi-
ble to small businesses in Boston 
impacted by the pandemic. The 
first awards will subsidize rent 
for Jean Appolon Expressions, a 
Haitian dance company in Rox-
bury, and for Words as Worlds 
Bookstore in Dorchester. 
	 In August 2022, the Mayor’s 
Office of Housing announced 
a request for proposals (RFP) 
for the Affordable Commercial 
Assistance Fund. The ACAF 
made $1 million available to 
help sustain local businesses 
and community-based nonprof-
its operating in affordable hous-
ing buildings. ACAF funding 
awards enable property devel-
opers to lower their commercial 
rents and support the growth 

of businesses investing in local 
neighborhoods. The funding is 
available to owners of buildings 
with City-supported affordable 
housing, including rental and 
homeownership properties, that 
include commercial space. The 
City anticipates that this new 
fund will ensure the affordability 
of approximately 35,000 square 
feet of commercial space for local 
small businesses and nonprofits 
that would otherwise be unable 
to afford market rents.
	 "When Boston small busi-
nesses prosper, everyone ben-
efits—anchoring our economy 
and community,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. "We will continue 
to support these drivers of inno-
vation and connection through-
out our neighborhoods."
	 "Providing affordable com-
mercial space in our neighbor-
hoods strengthens our local busi-
ness districts, supports entrepre-
neurship, and creates a pipeline 
to Boston's economic engine,” 
said Councilor Brian Worrell, 
Chair of the Boston City Coun-
cil's Committee on Small Busi-
ness & Professional Licensure. 
“I am excited to see local small 
business owners utilize this pro-
gram to enhance our communi-
ties and expand Boston's small 
business ecosystem."
	 "We are thrilled to see the Af-
fordable Commercial Assistance 
Fund supporting small business-
es and nonprofits, particularly 
those that are providing essen-
tial services and cultural assets 

to our neighborhoods," said Shei-
la Dillon, Chief of Housing. "The 
Jean Appolon Expressions dance 
company and Words as Worlds 
Bookstore are great examples 
of how we can invest in the eco-
nomic vitality and cultural rich-
ness of our communities through 
this new program. The ACAF is 
an important tool for creating 
economic opportunities and sup-
porting our city's diversity and 
vibrancy."
	 The development team for 
2147 Washington Street has been 
awarded a $225,000 Affordable 
Commercial Assistance Fund 
grant for their 74-unit mixed-use 
development in Roxbury. The 
grant will support Jean Appolon 
Expressions, a dance company 
focused on contemporary Hai-
tian-rooted dance, by subsidizing 
their rent for 2,846 square feet 
of first-floor retail space. With 
the assistance, their rent will be 
reduced to almost half the area's 
average market rate per square 
foot. The construction of 2147 
Washington Street is expected 
to be completed in the spring of 
2024.
	 “We are thrilled to be moving 
into the 2147 Washington Street 
building in Nubian Square and 
are excited to partner with other 
artists and area businesses to 
expand our impact in Boston's 
growing arts ecosystem,” said 
Jean Appolon, Founder and Ar-
tistic Director of Jean Appolon 
Expressions (JAE). “This ACAF 

award from the City of Boston 
is making it possible for JAE to 
partner with the New Atlantic 
Development team and enter our 
first dance studio home, at a 
lower rent level, allowing us to 
continue offering our arts pro-
gramming at a very accessible 
level for our diverse community 
members.”
	 “On behalf of the entire devel-
opment team for the 2147 Wash-
ington project, we are extremely 
grateful to Mayor Wu and the 
Mayor’s Office of Housing for 
providing this ACAF award.  
Without it, we would never have 
been able to bring Jean Appolon 
Expressions into our building,” 
said Bill Madsen Hardy, Owner 
of New Atlantic Development. 
“As a nonprofit, community-ori-
ented, and community-serving 
creative business with deep 
ties to Boston, they are an ideal 
tenant for this prominent com-
mercial space.  Most important-
ly, their long-term presence in 
Nubian Square will further the 
goals of the Roxbury Cultural 
District and the Roxbury Stra-
tegic Master Plan.”
	 The development team for 
1463 Dorchester Avenue, Tlee 
Development LLC, has been 
awarded a $150,000 Affordable 
Commercial Assistance Grant 
to support their Dot Crossing 
Apartments project. This tran-
sit-oriented development fea-
tures a five-story building with 
29 mixed-income units, along 

with a residential lobby and a 
retail space that will be occu-
pied by the Words as Worlds 
Bookstore. The project includes 
rent restrictions for the next 
five years, reducing the rent by 
40 percent and ensuring that 
the bookstore's rent does not 
increase by more than 2% annu-
ally. The anticipated completion 
date for the Dot Crossing Apart-
ments is June 2023.
	 “We at Words as Worlds are 
incredibly grateful for this rent 
relief support through the Af-
fordable Commercial Space As-
sistance funding, which makes 
our model for a community 
bookstore and gathering space 
so much more sustainable over 
the next ten years,” said Bing 
Broderick, Community Organiz-
er for Words as Worlds. “We 
appreciate this support and vote 
of confidence. We know that this 
will facilitate collaboration and 
partnership in the years ahead. 
	 “We look forward to being a 
community staple in Boston,” 
said Travis Lee, President of 
TLee Development LLC. “Words 
as Worlds will provide a curat-
ed and culturally relevant book 
selection to residents of the 
Dorchester neighborhood, as 
well as a small space for spoken 
word performances. The commu-
nity has expressed overwhelm-
ing support for this new addition 
to the neighborhood, and we all 
look forward to its opening this 
fall.”
	 “This investment in afford-
able commercial space for Jean 
Appolon Expressions and Words 
as Worlds is so important, be-
cause it allows for these organi-
zations to provide programming 
that is accessible to community 
members in a way that is sus-
tainable over the long-term,” 
said Kara Elliott-Ortega, Chief 
of Arts and Culture. “Investing 
in cultural spaces and housing 
goes hand in hand with creating 
healthy communities, and we're 
so excited to see the opportuni-
ties these organizations will be 
able to provide for community 
gathering, cultural celebration, 
and creative expression in the 
Dorchester and Roxbury neigh-
borhoods as a result of this fund-
ing.
	 “The Affordable Commercial 
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Mayor Wu announces funding to support small businesses

Continued on page 13
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#617-306-7804 • #857-205-6945
loveliveboston@gmail.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
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Building 
community 
together.
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New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Advertise your professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 

Call the Gazette at 617.524.7662

or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Give someone the gift of Vibrant 
Health, Harmony & Peace of Mind

Acupuncture helps with
Pain, Stress, Anxiety, Digestion 

Issues, Migraine, Insomnia, 
or just overall wellness!Rana Hamdan

Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957  

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            
Resonance-acupuncture.com                 
@resonanceacu

Gift Certificates Available
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Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      

929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            

resonance-acupuncture.com  

ACUPUNCTURE
Joe Fallon

617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR

INTERIOR DESIGN for everybody.
Christine Cavataio
LEED AP, NCIDQ and Certified Cruelty Free

617-510-8659
livingbeingdesign@gmail.com
LivingBeingDesign.com

INTERIOR DESIGN

INTERIOR DESIGN for everyday.

Christine Cavataio, LEED AP, NCIDQ and CCF

617-510-8659
livingbeingdesign@gmail.com

Assistance Fund is an exciting 

opportunity to support the local, 
small, diverse businesses that 
are so integral to Boston’s econ-
omy,” said Segun Idowu, Chief 
of Economic Opportunity and 
Inclusion. “This program is an 

important step in supporting our 
small business community and 
addressing the need for afford-
able commercial spaces in the 
City.” 
	 The Mayor’s Office of Hous-

ing (MOH) currently prioritiz-
es applications for commercial 
spaces that are either on the 
first floor or contribute to an 
active street space and proposals 
that can demonstrate significant 

community and neighborhood 
ties for the proposed tenants. 
Applications will be accepted on 
a rolling basis until June 30, 
2023. 

Small Businesses
Continued from page 12
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LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING

NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S 

ACCOUNT
Docket No.

SU20P1625PM
In the matter of:
Andrea Moynihan
Of: Jamaica Plain, MA
To the named Respon-
dent and all other 
interested persons, you 
are hereby notified 
pursuant to Rule 72 
of the Supplemental 
Rules of the Probate & 
Family Court, that the 
First Annual account(s) 
of Public Guardian 
Services of Braintree, 
MA as Conservator of 
the property of said 
Respondent has or have 
been presented to the 
Court for allowance.
You have the right to 
object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appear-
ance and objection at 
this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 05/18/2023. 
This day is NOT a 
hearing date, but a 
deadline date by which 
you have to object to the 
account(s). If you fail to 
file the written appear-
ance and objection by 
the return date, action 
may be taken in this 
matter without further 
notice to you, including 
the allowance of the 
account(s).
Additionally, within 
thirty days after said 
return day (or within 
such other time as the 
Court upon motion 
may order), you must 
file a written affidavit 
of objections stating 
the specific facts and 
grounds upon which 
each objection is based 
and a coy shall be 
served upon the Conser-
vator pursuant to Rule 
3 of the Supplemental 
Rules of the Probate & 
Family Court.
You have the right to 
send to the Conservator, 
by registered or certified 
mail, a written request 
to receive a copy of the 
Petition and account(s) 
at no cost to you.
IMPORANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away 
the above-named 

person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial af-
fairs or both. The above-
named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer.  
Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If 
the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed 
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: March 15, 2023
Vincent Procopio
Register of Probate

4/28/23
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

ORDER OF 
COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT 
Docket No.

SU20P1625PM
Estate of:

Andrea Moynihan
A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement 
has been filed by 
Public Guardian Services 
of Braintree, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree 
of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance 
of a final account as 
Temporary Conservator 
and other such relief as 
may be requested in the 
Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object 
to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
05/18/2023.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within 
thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 

Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.

Date: April 18, 2023
Vincent Procopio,
Register of Probate

4/28/23
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

ORDER OF 
COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT 
Docket No.

SU20P1632GD
Estate of:
Joseph E.
Denault

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement 
has been filed by 
Public Guardian Services 
of Braintree, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree 
of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance 
of a final account and 
other such relief as may 
be requested in the 
Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object 
to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
05/18/2023.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within 
thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.

Date: April 18, 2023
Vincent Procopio,
Register of Probate

4/28/23
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS

THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

ORDER OF 
COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT 
Docket No.

SU21P1813PM
Estate of:

James Brewer
A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement 
has been filed by Public 
Guardian Services, 
LLC of Braintree, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree 
of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance 
of a final account and 
other such relief as may 
be requested in the 
Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object 
to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
05/18/2023.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within 
thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.

Date: April 18, 2023
Vincent Procopio,
Register of Probate

4/28/23
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

ORDER OF 
COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT 
Docket No.

SU20P1629PM
Estate of:

Dorothy A.
Golbranson

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement 
has been filed by Public 
Guardian Services, 
LLC of Braintree, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree 
of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance 
of a final account and 
other such relief as may 
be requested in the 
Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object 
to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
05/18/2023.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within 
thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 18, 2023
Vincent Procopio,
Register of Probate

4/28/23
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION
NOTICE

Docket No.
SU23P0730EA

Estate of:
Clinton Adrian

Heitman
Also Known As:
Clinton Adrian

Heitman. Jr. And
Clinton A. Heitman

Date of Death:
March 6, 2023

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned 
estate by Petition of Pe-
titioner John F. Murphy 
Jr. of Somerville, MA.
A Will has been admit-
ted to informal probate.
John F. Murphy Jr. of 
Somerville, MA has been 
informally appointed as 
the Personal Represen-
tative of the estate to 

serve without surety on 
the bond.
The estate is being 
administered under in-
formal procedure by the 
Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not 
required to be filed with 
the Court, but interested 
parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including distribution 
of assets and expenses 
of administration. 
Interested parties are 
entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to ob-
tain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representa-
tives appointed under 
informal procedure. 
A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the 
Petitioner.

4/28/23
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF 

PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT
TO G.L. C. 190B,

§5-304
Docket No. 

SU23P0808GD
Suffolk Probate and

Family Court
24 New Chardon Street

Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
In the matter of:
Carlos Marrero

Of: Jamaica Plain, MA
RESPONDENT Alleged 
Incapacitated Person

To the named Respon-
dent and all other 
interested persons, a 
petition has been filed 
by Lemuel Shattuck 
Hospital in the above 
captioned matter alleg-
ing that Carlos Marrero 
is in need of a Guardian 
and requesting that 
Stephanie Biggs of Bos-
ton, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be 
appointed as Guardian 
to serve Without Surety 
on the bond.
The petition asks the 
court to determine 

that the Respondent 
is incapacitated, that 
the appointment of a 
Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate.  
The petition is on file 
with this court and 
may contain a request 
for certain specific 
authority.
You have the right to 
object to this proceed-
ing. If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written 
appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. 
on the return date of 
05/25/2023. This day 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by 
which you have to file 
the written appearance 
if you object to the 
petition. If you fail the 
written appearance 
by the return date, 
action may be taken 
in this matter without 
further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit 
stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT
NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away 
the above-named 
person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial af-
fairs or both. The above-
named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If 
the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed 
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 12, 2023
Vincent Procopio
Register of Probate

4/28/23
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY
COURT 

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court

24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114

DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION AND

MAILING
DOCKET NUMBER:

SU22D2090DR
Rodolfo Canale

Plaintiff

VS.
Sookdei Canale

Defendant
To the Defendant: 
The Plaintiff has filed a 
Complaint for Divorce 
requesting that the 
Court grant a divorce for 
Irretrievable Breakdown.
The Complaint is on file 
at the Court.
As Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing 
you from taking any 
action which would 
negatively impact the 
current financial status 
of either party. SEE 
Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411.
You are hereby 
summoned and required 
to serve upon: Rodolfo 
Canale 330 Bowdoin 
St. Apt. 615 Boston, MA 
02122, your answer, 
if any, on or before 
05/23/2023 . If you 
fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hear-
ing and adjudication of 
this action. You are also 
required to file a copy of 
your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register 
of this Court at 24 New 
Chardon St., Boston, MA 
02114.
Witness, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: March 20, 2023
Vincent Procopio
Register of Probate

4/28/23
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.

SU23C0196CA
In the matter of:

Robert Hale
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Nathan Robert 
Hale of Jamaica Plain, 
MA requesting that the 
court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:
Athena Jeanne Zeiter
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at:Suf-
folk Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
05/18/2023. This is 
NOT a hearing date, 

but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 19, 2023
Vincent Procopio,
Register of Probate

4/28/23
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

ORDER OF 
COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT 
Docket No.

SU21P1572PM
Estate of:

Anne C. Burns
Date of Death:
11/20/2013

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Jonathan. 
M. Spirn of Waltham, 
MA requesting that the 
court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete 
Settlement including 
the allowance of a final 
account and other such 
relief as may be request-
ed in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object 
to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
05/16/2023.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within 
thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.

Date: April 11, 2023
Vincent Procopio,
Register of Probate

4/28/23
JP

S
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BY MICHAEL COUGHLIN JR.
 
	 Thanks to grants from Boston 
After School & Beyond, summer 
funding is potentially on the way 
to support programs serving kids 
in Jamaica Plain.
	 Some of the programs serving 
the youth in Jamaica Plain slat-
ed to receive funding this sum-
mer include ACEDONE, Bikes 
Not Bombs, the Bethel Institute 
for Community Development, 
and Sociedad Latina.
	 The aforementioned Boston 
After School & Beyond – an or-
ganization with a network of 
475 after school and summer 
programs that focus on support-
ing children outside of school 
– is helping make this funding 
possible through a Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) program.
	 This DESE program was cre-
ated to help youth in Massachu-
setts recover from the setbacks 
caused by COVID and is called 
After School and Out-of-School 
Time Rebound (ASOST-R).
	 As part of this program, the 
state selected non-profit orga-
nizations – like Boston After 
School & Beyond – in six differ-
ent regions across Massachu-
setts to distribute grants to after 
school and summer programs in 
their regions.
	 As part of the selection from 
the state Boston After School & 
Beyond has been able to fund 68 
programs throughout the City of 
Boston – including these Jamai-
ca Plain programs.
	 In order to receive these 
grants, programs had to meet 
certain criteria, such as serving 
kids at least three days a week, 
committing to measuring pro-
gram performance and focusing 
on improving students’ skills.
	 Chris Smith, Boston After 
School & Beyond’s Executive 
Director – described the impor-
tance of these grants, especially 
to the kids as we move out of the 
COVID pandemic.
	 “Our data shows, and of 
course, national data shows, 

that kids are struggling coming 
out of the pandemic. Especially 
with mental health, and many of 
them have fallen behind academ-
ically,” said Smith.
	 “After school programs are 
very well suited to help these 
kids recover,” he added.
	 Although Smith praised the 
ASOST-R program, he indicat-
ed that this sort of funding is 
something that should continue 
for years to come. He also might 
get his wish as State Represen-
tative Adrian Madaro recently 
co-sponsored two amendments to 
increase funding for after school 
and summer programs.
	 “Its worked incredibly well – 
we want to keep it going. Every 
young person should have access 
to a high-quality after school and 
summer program – it shouldn’t 
be based just on their income or 
their connections,” said Smith.
	 With summer funding for 
these Jamaica Plain programs 
slated to be coming in, those af-
filiated with the programs spoke 
about what this funding will do 
for them and expressed how 
valuable Boston After School & 
Beyond funding has been in the 
past.
	 Maria Grande, the Director of 
Development at Sociedad Latina, 
expressed how valuable funding 
has been for her organization.
She said, “This funding has been 
incredibly valuable in ensuring 
that our young people can con-
tinue to access programs that 
build community, foster positive 
mental health, are a safe, brave 
environment, and stems learn-
ing loss from COVID – especially 
for English learners.”
	 Grande indicated that the 
slated funding would go to-
wards Sociedad Latina’s sum-
mer STEAM team and Academy 
for Latines Achieving Success 
and help its health and wellness 
initiative.
	 Kalya Hamlett Murray, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Bethel 
Institute for Community Devel-
opment, echoed Grande’s sen-
timent about the funding from 

Boston After School & Beyond, 
calling it “invaluable.”
	 Murray also explained that 
this summer’s potential fund-
ing would go toward things like 
field trips, salaries, evaluation, 
curriculum, and supplies.
	 “We are looking forward to 
a fun summer that will include 
hydroponics, robotics and coding, 
the circulatory system and cardi-
ology, environmental health, and 
justice, crime scene investigation 
and forensics, and more,” said 
Murray.
	 Elijah Evans, the Executive 
Director of Bikes Not Bombs, ex-
plained that the potential fund-
ing coming in would be used to 
help support its youth pathways 
program, which this year will 
employ over 40 young people 
with paid jobs.
	 “They get a significant 
amount of training, profession-
al development, and just more 
broadly in terms of our model 

over three years, they develop 
a plan and some skills and con-
fidence that will really propel 
them forward,” said Evans – who 
graduated from the youth path-
ways program himself almost 20 
years ago.
	 “Boston After School & Be-
yond – phenomenal organization. 
We got support from them years 
ago, and then with all the tran-
sitions, we lost touch and then 
reconnected with them the last 
couple of school years – they’ve 
been a phenomenal partner.”
	 Abdulkadir Hussein, the CEO 
of ACEDONE, said, “Boston Af-
ter School & Beyond has been 
very much a good partner with 
us. We have been working to-
gether for a number of years 
now.”
	 Hussein also described how 
the potential funding from Bos-
ton After School & Beyond would 
enable ACEDONE to increase 
its enrollment so more kids can 

join the programs they offer that 
focus on integrating education, 
culture, and enrichment to help 
kids build social skills and be-
come leaders.
	 To learn more about some of 
the programs projected to get 
funding serving kids in Jamaica 
Plain, visit each website.
	 ACEDONE: https://www.ace-
done.org/
	 Bikes Not Bombs: https://
bikesnotbombs.org/
	 Bethel Institute for Commu-
nity Development: https://www.
bethel-institute.org/
	 Sociedad Latina: https://
www.sociedadlatina.org/
	 “We helped advocate for this 
grant at the state level, know-
ing that kids needed just what 
after school programs provide 
– which is a safe place, with car-
ing adults, and an activity that 
they’re interested in so they keep 
coming and stay connected,” said 
Smith.

METROPOLITAN COUNCIL
FOR EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

Apply today at  
metcoinc.org/apply
or scan this code

This year’s final enrollment cycle is open!
April 7 to May 7

• Apply to 33 high
performing suburban
schools

• For rising K-10th grade
diverse students from
Boston

• No exams, fees, or tuition

• Nation’s largest voluntary
school integration program

JP KidsJP Kids
Special Section

Funding slated for several Jamaica Plain youth programs
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BY MICHAEL COUGHLIN JR.
 
	 As summer creeps closer 
and you wonder what might be 
around the neighborhood to pro-
vide your children with some 
fun, look no further than the 
upcoming summer camps that 
the Tony Williams Dance Center 
(TWDC) will offer.
	 Since 2006 TWDC has been 
offering summer camps to kids in 
and around Jamaica Plain who 
may find themselves interested 
in doing some dancing, and this 
year is no exception.
	 For five weeks – two weeks in 
July and three in August – the 
camps will allow all kids, regard-

less of skill level, to get their feet 
moving and do some dancing.
	 “It’s for kids that have not 
danced and kids that have 
danced,” said Tony Williams, 
Founder & Artistic Director of 
TWDC. He added, “You could 
be a beginner and still get a lot 
out of the camp, or you could be 
someone that has experience.”
	 Each week of camp runs Mon-
day through Friday from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and offers var-
ious activities for children ages 
six through 14, and kids are 
usually broken up into groups 
by age – Williams mentioned a 
six to 11-year-old group and 12 
to 14-year-old group.

	

Each day – Monday through 
Thursday – the kids have blocks 
of time cut out for different dance 
lessons taught by professional 
staff ranging from tap, ballet, 
jazz, to even hip-hop. These les-
sons throughout most of the week 
will then be used to construct a 
performance for the participants’ 
families on Friday.
	 “Each group of kids will do 
three or four different dances 
that they will perform for their 
families and friends at the end 
of the week,” said Williams.
	 “It’s a nice bonding experi-
ence for the kids.”
	 Not only do the kids who 
participate in the camps get the 
opportunity to learn different 
dance styles and perform at the 
end of the week, but they also 
get to help make the costumes 
for the performance during arts 
and crafts time.
	 “It’s not anything fancy or ex-
pensive, but sometimes it’s just 
working with colored paper that 
you can cut out and make into, 
let’s say, a tiara or something 
like that,” said Williams.
	 Furthermore, Williams also 
indicated that each week of these 
camps is different in that de-
pending on the instructors who 
are in, there could be even more 
dance styles to learn.
	 “We might have other dance 
styles like Mexican folk dance, 
traditional folk dance, or African 

dance,” said Williams – so kids 
are welcome to sign up for more 
than one week.
	 The specific camp dates are 
from July 10-14, July 17-21, Au-
gust 7-11, August 21-25, and Au-
gust 28-September 1. One week 
of the camp costs $450, and a 
discount of $40 for each addi-
tional week is offered, as well as 
a $40 discount for each sibling.
	 It should be noted that the 
TWDC website says, “No double 
discount combinations, i.e., a sib-
ling for a second week may not 
get $40 + $40 off for each week.”
	 For Williams, who has been 
around dance since he was an ad-
olescent, dancing for places like 
the Boston Ballet, the Norwe-
gian National Ballet, and more, 
having these camps is something 
he seems to really enjoy.

	 “It’s just enriching for me to 
have these kids come in to meet 
other kids, and they become close 
friends, and they bond together,” 
said Williams.  
	 “It’s sort of exciting not just 
for the kids themselves but even 
for me as the director or the 
owner of the school.”
	 Williams encourages those 
who are interested in the camps 
to come and sign up.
	 “It’s a good opportunity to see 
what dance is all about, and we 
find that most of the kids that 
come to the camp that are new 
to dance – they sign up in the fall 
to start to study more intensively 
and seriously,” said Williams.
	 To learn more about the 
TWDC summer camps, visit 
http://tonywilliamsdancecenter.
com/summer/.

Weeks of Weeks of June 26 and July 3, 10, 17 June 26 and July 3, 10, 17 & 24& 24

ART ART ** Voice  Voice ** Drama  Drama **  
DanceDance

WhereWhere: Spontaneous Celebrations
45 Danforth Street, Jamaica Plain

Time: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. w/ Ext. Day option
Cost: $425. per week, Except July 3, $340 (4 days) 
$25. non-refundable registration fee

For more info.  kidstogetherinthearts.com 
Or call: 617.595.5274

Kids…Together in the ARTS!!!
Summer 2023

$50 Sibling 
Discount 
Available 

CLASSES FOR  
ALL AGES

Inspiring
lifelong learning in craftsmanship

eliotschool.org

Wood 
Fashion 
Art
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Kids enjoying past TWDC summer camps. 

TWDC summer camps are coming soon
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STAFF REPOrT

	 Mayor Michelle Wu and Bos-
ton Centers for Youth & Fam-
ilies (BCYF) announced that 
registration is open for a vari-
ety of summer teen programs. 
Building on Mayor Wu’s com-
mitment to make Boston the 
best city in the country to raise 
a family, these programs foster 
youth employment and life skills 
while providing youth with fun 
summer activities. Boston teens 
can register now for the BCYF 
Snap Shot photography program 
through the City of Boston’s 
Summer Jobs Program, Suc-
cessLink. Registration for the 
BCYF SuperTeens pre-employ-
ment program for young teens 
opens today. The BCYF Girls 
Leadership Corps is also now 
seeking participants for this 
year’s programming.
	 “These summer opportunities 
enable teens to learn crucial life 
skills, while enjoying the com-
pany of their peers,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “Summer program-
ming, especially opportunities 
like these that provide a pay-
check, help prepare our teens for 
the future and I encourage any 
interested families to apply and 
take advantage of what BCYF 
has to offer.”
	 “We have put together a di-
verse menu of options for young 

people of all ages this summer 
across all our centers and we 
are looking forward to providing 
these enriching and engaging 
summer programs," said Marta 
Rivera, Commissioner of Boston 
Centers for Youth & Families. 
“We encourage interested fami-
lies to sign up as soon as possible 
to guarantee a spot." 
	 “Summer workshops, pro-
grams, and employment are 
fantastic opportunities for our 
young people to stay engaged, 
make new friends, and learn new 
skills,” said Council President 
Ed Flynn. “I want to thank the 
BCYF team for putting together 
a variety of different programs 
for our young people. Summer 
programming brings tremendous 
benefits to our young people’s 
physical and mental well-being, 
and I encourage our families and 
young people, especially young 
women, to join leadership pro-
grams to learn about community 
service, teamwork, accountabili-
ty, and financial literacy.”
	 BCYF’s Snap Shot Teen Pho-
tography program is a unique 
summer job program for ages 
16 to 18 that introduces par-
ticipants to all aspects of pho-
tography. Teens receive a pay-
check while participating in the 
program. Led by a professional 
photographer, the program in-
cludes opportunities to conduct 

photo shoots, visit museums and 
art galleries, learn digital photo 
editing, engage in online person-
al development workshops, and 
serve as a staff photographer for 
BCYF. Interested youth should 
apply to Snap Shot through the 
SuccessLink Summer Jobs Pro-
gram at Boston.gov/Youth-Jobs. 
Select “BCYF Snap Shot” from 
the summer job spreadsheet on 
the website. The program will 
operate from Monday, June 26 
to Friday, August 25, 2023.
	 BCYF SuperTeens program 
teaches teens ages 13 and 14 
life readiness and resiliency to 
help prepare them for their up-
coming academic year and future 
employment. The program focus-
es on opportunities to enhance 
communication, collaboration, 
teamwork, and problem solving. 
The SuperTeens are mentored 
by BCYF staff throughout the 
summer, and they participate 
in both online workshops and 
in-person job shadowing activi-
ties that highlight employment 

skills. The SuperTeens also par-
ticipate in weekly social and rec-
reational activities, including a 
Learn to Row crew program on 
the Charles River, leadership 
workshops, job shadowing, com-
munity service projects as well 
as field trips to museums and 
institutions around the City of 
Boston. Participants earn a pay-
check in the form of a stipend, 
and they will also be provided 
with opportunities that encour-
age civic engagement and phys-
ical health and wellness. Regis-
tration began today at Boston.
gov/BCYF-SuperTeens.  The pro-
gram will operate for 6 weeks 
from Monday, July 10 to Friday, 
August 18, 2023.  
	 BCYF Girls Leadership Corps 
(GLC) provides girls ages 11-14 
with workshops and activities. 
Workshop topics will include 
self-defense with Girls LEAP, 
leadership skills, empowerment 
with the YW F.R.Y.E. Initiative, 
and more. The Girls Leadership 
Corps program participants will 

plan activities that Boston girls 
will be invited to register for, 
including Summer Girls Nights 
and various workshops and spe-
cial activities. Interested pro-
gram participants should email 
Erika.Butler@boston.gov. The 
program will operate from Tues-
day, July 18 to Friday, August 
18, 2023. 
	 These teen programs are in 
addition to many activities of-
fered at BCYF community cen-
ters across the city. Registration 
for center programs can be found 
at Boston.gov/BCYF-Registra-
tion. In addition, BCYF is cur-
rently seeking full-time, part-
time, and seasonal lifeguards for 
BCYF pools and swim lessons. 
Sign on and retention bonuses up 
to $1,000 are available, depend-
ing on date of hire and remaining 
employed though September 4th. 
Training is available and equip-
ment is provided. Visit Boston.
gov/BCYF-Aquatics for more in-
formation or apply directly at 
Boston.gov/Lifeguard-Jobs.
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BEGINS MAY 29

$450/WK

WWW.TWDANCE.COM SUZYTWDC@GMAIL.COM

AGES 6-14

JULY 10-14
JULY 17-21
AUG. 7-11
AUG. 21-25

AUG. 28 - SEPT. 1

If you’d like for your scholar to go above and 
beyond their current achievement level or 

prep for major testing, call me! 

 

• Beginning through      
Advanced Reading

• Vocabulary Development
• English Language          

Improvement

• Close Reading and   
Comprehension

• Subject-Area Writing and 
Composition
• Study Skills

READING & LANGUAGE SKILLS

untiredteacher@gmail.com
A retired teacher who's never tired of teaching!

Mayor Wu announces registration for BCYF teen summer programming 
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SPECIAL TO THE JOURNAL

	 Governor Maura T. 
Healey and Lieutenant Governor 
Kimberley Driscoll’s 100th  day 
in office was on April 15, and 
they are highlighting their key 
accomplishments to make Mas-
sachusetts more affordable, com-
petitive and equitable.  
	 In addition to building out a 
strong team of cabinet members, 
the administration filed its first 
budget and tax package that pro-
pose historic investments in 
education, transportation and 
climate  and deliver relief for 
seniors, renters and families. 
Governor Healey also swiftly fol-
lowed through on  key  pledges, 
such as  establishing a housing 
secretariat and proposing an ex-
panded Child and Family Tax 
Credit, free community college 
for students over 25, full funding 
of the Student Opportunity Act, 
one percent of the budget for the 
Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs and  tri-
pling the budget of the Clean 
Energy Center. 
	 And when faced when a rad-
ical ruling from a federal court 
judge in Texas that threatened 
reproductive freedom in Massa-
chusetts, Governor Healey took 
immediate action to protect ac-
cess to medication abortion in 
the state. 
	 “As we pass the 100-day mark 
of our administration, our entire 
team is just as energized and 
committed to delivering results 
as we were on Day One. I’m proud 
that we hit the ground running, 
building out a strong Cabinet of 
experienced, dedicated leaders 
who share our drive to meet this 
moment for Massachusetts,” said 
Governor Healey.  “We’ve made 
important progress on housing, 
food security, transportation, cli-
mate and education, and we’ve 
brought new voices to the table 
and gotten out into communi-
ties to meet people where they 
are. There’s much more work to 
be done to make Massachusetts 
more affordable, competitive and 
equitable, but we’ve set a solid 
foundation in these first 100 days 
that we will continue to build on 
in the years to come.” 
	 “100 days goes by in the blink 

of an eye when you’re busy work-
ing for the people of Massachu-
setts all day every day. We knew 
when we took office that the 
challenges before us were daunt-
ing, but that there was enormous 
opportunity as well,” said Lieu-
tenant Governor Driscoll. “We’re 
proud to have made important 
strides in making Massachusetts 
a better place to live, work, go to 
school, raise a family and build a 
future. In the days, months and 
years ahead, we’re not going to 
let up steam. We’re going to con-
tinue to hustle every day to de-
liver results for Massachusetts.” 
 

Healey-Driscoll  
Administration 

100 Days Highlights 
	 The Healey-Driscoll adminis-
tration filed a $55.5 billion bud-
get proposal and $750 million 
tax relief package that builds a 
strong economy, livable commu-
nities, and a sustainable future 
by:  
	 • Creating a Child and Fam-
ily Tax Credit, increasing the 
rental deduction and senior cir-
cuit breaker, and reforming the 
estate and short-term capital 
gains tax to keep up with other 
states.   
	 • Creating MassReconnect, 
which offers free community col-
lege to students over 25 years old 
and expanding Early College and 
Innovation Pathways programs.  
	 • Dedicating 1% of the state’s 

overall budget to the Executive 
Office of Energy and Environ-
ment.  
	 • Tripling investment in the 
Clean Energy Center, which is 
leading the way in clean energy 
entrepreneurship, job creation, 
and home electrification.   
	 • Creating the Environmen-
tal Justice Office, led by the Un-
dersecretary of Environmental 
Justice and Equity, and hiring 14 
Environmental Justice Liaisons.  
	 • Establishing a new Educa-
tion and Transportation Fund 
to protect Fair Share revenue 
and maximize this new funding 
source.   
	 • Fully funding the Student 
Opportunity Act for K-12 educa-
tion, the largest dollar-amount 
increase in Massachusetts’ K-12 
schools in state history.   
	 • Notifying municipalities of 
local aid funding levels early to 
give them a head start on plan-
ning to deploy these funds for 
residents.   
	 • Freezing the tuition at the 
University of Massachusetts for 
four years and freezing fees at 
other state universities for four 
years.   
	 • Fully supporting the Com-
monwealth Cares for Children 
(C3) to help child care providers 
keep the doors open and invest 
in programming and staff.   
	 • Investing in transportation 
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Editorial Op-Ed

Antisemitism has no 
place in our society

As we were reading about the federal court trial that is getting 
underway this week of the 50 year-old Pennsylvania man charged 
with fatally shooting 11 people and wounding six at a Pittsburgh 
synagogue in 2018, which was the deadliest antisemitic attack in 
U.S. history, we at first felt a sense of irony -- which then turned to 
sadness -- and finally into anger.
Irony, because this miscreant’s trial follows Holocaust Remembrance 
Week, which was observed last week (Holocaust Remembrance Day 
itself was last Tuesday) throughout the world.
Sadness, for the innocent victims of his rampage, most of whom 
were elderly worshippers, whose lives were taken at the Tree of Life 
synagogue on the morning of Oct. 27, 2018.
And anger, that antisemitism not only still exists, but is growing 
all across our country.
When we were young, the typical antisemitic act consisted of a rock 
thrown through the window of a temple or some ant-semitic graffiti. 
But those acts of vandalism typically were committed by teens who 
had been drinking, and who were as likely to throw rocks through 
a school window as a synagogue.
But in recent years, antisemitic violence has escalated exponential-
ly, both in numbers and in severity, of which the Tree of Life mass 
shooting is the apotheosis.
The Anti Defamation League (ADL) found that the number of an-
tisemitic incidents in the U.S. increased by more than 36 percent 
in the past year, from 2,721 in 2021 to 3,697 in 2022. Antisemitic 
and white supremacist propaganda in the U.S. also hit new levels.
According to the ADL’s web site, 2022 saw the highest number on 
record since the ADL began tracking antisemitic incidents in 1979, 
marking the third time in the past five years that the year-end total 
has been the highest number ever recorded.
The ADL also noted that incidents increased in each of the major 
audit categories: antisemitic harassment increased 29% to 2,298; 
antisemitic vandalism increased 51% to 1,288; and antisemitic as-
saults increased 26% to 111.
This trend is having a profound effect upon our fellow citizens of 
the Jewish faith.
A New Jersey rabbi wrote a column in the New York Times over the 
weekend in which he said::
“In the four years since the shooting at the Tree of Life Congrega-
tion in Pittsburgh, American Jewish institutions have developed 
rapid-response playbooks to address concrete terror threats and best 
practices have been shared around the country. We have invested in 
our security infrastructure and communicated those changes to our 
congregants. Over the past few years we’ve added cameras, panic 
buttons, shatterproof film to our windows, and boulders meant to 
keep cars from plowing into our buildings.”
For those of us who were born shortly after the end of WWII, it 
is inconceivable that antisemitism can be on the rise. To be sure, 
antisemitism always has existed in our country, but when we were 
growing up in the ‘60s and ‘70s in the immediate aftermath of WWII 
and the Holocaust, it seemed that the lessons of the horrors of WWII 
had been learned and that the world was becoming a better place, 
not only for Jews, but for people of all races and creeds.
So it has been with a profound sense of sadness, dismay, and anger 
for us to witness the sharp increase in antisemitic acts across the 
United States today. 
The theme of Holocaust Remembrance Week is that the world must 
never forget what can happen when hate and politics merge to create 
a force of evil. That is a message that is just as timely today as it 
ever has been.

Healey-Driscoll Administration highlights 100 days of 
making Massachusetts more affordable, competitive and 

equitable 

Continued on page 19
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across the state, including MBTA 
fares program, the Red-Blue con-
nector, West-East Rail, and Re-
gional Transit Authorities.   
 
	 Governor Healey signed a 
$389 supplemental budget for 
fiscal year 2023 that combines 
many of the priorities the admin-
istration outlined in three sepa-
rate bills filed by the Governor, 
including:    
	 • Investments in C3 grants, 
MassWorks, the Clean Water 
Trust, RAFT, broadband infra-
structure, a reproductive health 
services awareness campaign, 
the NAACP Conference, and 
support for the public health 
workforce ahead of the end of the 
COVID-19 public health emer-
gency.  
	 • Matching grants to compete 
for federal dollars through the 
CHIPS and Science Act.  
	 • Funding for the state’s 
housing shelter system to sup-
port families and children.   
	 • Universal school meals 
through the end of the 2023 
school year to make sure kids can 
focus on learning in the class-
room instead of worrying about 
hunger. 
	 • A three month off ramp 
for the end of enhanced federal 
SNAP benefits, providing fam-
ilies with 40% of the previous 
federal benefit to help keep food 
on the table.   
 
	 Governor Healey announced 
the appointment of a new, expe-
rienced transit leader as MBTA 
General Manager and took steps 
to improve transparency and ad-

dress staffing shortages at the 
MBTA, including:   
	 • Launched an online safety 
dashboard to provide transpar-
ency around the status of FTA 
special directives, as well as an 
online speed restrictions dash-
board.   
	 • Implemented $7,500 sign-
on bonuses for all eligible po-
sitions across the MBTA (Bus 
Operators, Rail Repairers, Track 
Laborers, Streetcar Operators, 
Subway Train Operators, Ser-
vice Technicians and Fuelers) 
and proposed $20 million for re-
cruitment and retention efforts 
in a supplemental budget.   
	 • Established a technical 
working group to identify process 
improvements at CRRC to ex-
pedite car delivery and improve 
safety.  
 
	 By Executive Order, Gover-
nor Healey: 
	 • Appointed the nation’s first 
cabinet-level Climate Chief to 
lead the new Office of Climate 
Innovation and Resilience and 
established a Climate Cabinet.  
	 • Established a Housing 
Working Group to examine the 
structure of the administration’s 
new Housing Secretariat.   
	 • Established Governor’s 
Councils on Black Empowerment 
and Latino Empowerment.  
	 • Reconstituted a historical-
ly diverse and talented Judicial 
Nominating Commission.  
	 • Led the Executive Branch 
to conduct equity assessments.   
 
	 The Healey-Driscoll adminis-
tration also: 
	 • Joined the multistate Re-
productive Freedom Alliance, 
stockpiled mifepristone and is-
sued an Executive Order protect-

ing access to medication abortion 
and protection for patients and 
providers. 
	 • Filed a supplemental bud-
get for fiscal year 2024 that 
extends universal school meals 
through the end of 2024 school 
year and explores how to keep 
the program running long-term, 
invests in MBTA hiring, and 
makes preparations for the end 
of the COVID-19 health emer-
gency.  
	 • Launched a $50 million 
grant program to fund decarbon-
ization retrofits of existing low- 
or moderate-income residential 
buildings.  
	 • Created the Office of Feder-
al and Regional Energy Affairs 
to promote regional cooperation 
and advocate for advancing the 
state’s clean energy transition 
with federal, state, and other 
stakeholders.  
	 • Created the position of 
Director of Federal Funds and 
Infrastructure to drive and sup-
port the state and municipalities’ 
competition for federal funding 
and convened an Interagency 
Task Force.   
	 • Filed and worked with the 
Legislature to establish the Ex-
ecutive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities.  
	 • Created the position of Di-
rector of Rural Affairs to serve 
as a dedicated advocate and om-
budsman for rural communities, 
responsible for cultivating rural 
economic development to ensure 
that state government is attuned 
to the unique needs of rural com-
munities.  
	 • Appointed the state’s first 
Secretary of the newly estab-
lished Executive Office of Veter-
ans’ Services.  
	 • Announced 9 new early 
college programs including the 
first partnership with UMass to 
expand access to high schools. 
	 • Created the Office of En-
vironmental Justice and Equity 
and the Office of Federal and 
Regional Energy Affairs. 
	 • Announced a Director of 
Data Initiatives to strategize 
the state’s economic growth and 
launched a Future Skills aware-
ness campaign to connect talent 
with employers. 
	 • Established the Munic-
ipal Cybersecurity Awareness 
program to fund 177 cities and 
towns with cybersecurity train-
ing. 
	 The following Op-ed was writ-
ten by the Healey Driscoll offices.
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CLASSIFIED 
INFO:

Fax your ad to 617-524-
32221 or mail it to  Gazette 
Publications, Inc., PO. Box 
3011122, JP, MA 02130. 

Or email it to  classifieds@
JamaicaPlainGazette.com. 

For more info. call 
617-524-7662, ext. 225.

SERVICES HOME CLEANING 
SERVICE

David at kNURD on Kall:com can 
help with PC computers, net-
works, audio/video/multimedia, 
phone solutions. $Reasonable$. 
House calls. 617-676-5676.

Home Cleaning: Have your home 
sparkling! I’m consistent, reliable, 
flexible. References. Vivi@ 857-
318-22076

—— Classifieds ——

Mom’s The Word!

This is my mother - Mother ’s name __________________________________________________

Drawn By - Your name _________________________________________________

Phone # ______________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________  

DRAW YOUR 

MOM!

Draw Your Mom
• Complete the picture by creating a picture of your mother
• Pens, pencils, markers or crayons, use colors

Email your photo to
 promo@reverejournal.com

Please include the publication you'd like to be printed in in the email or text

Deadline for entries will be Friday, May 5th. 
Entries will be published with in the May 10th and 11th issues

COLORING CONTEST
SHOW 
YOUR MOM HOW MUCH YOU LOVE HER!

Jamaica Plain Gazette • January 4, 2002 • 1

Advertise your services! Call 617-524-7662

Christine Rose, LMT
Trained in Lymphatic Drainage, Deep Tissue/Sports and Swedish Massage

3464 Washington Street JP.  
www.imanimassage.com • 617.821.2875! 

Imani ~ a relaxation place
MASSAGE

FITNESS TRAINING

Jamaica Plain Gazette • January 4, 2002 • �

CHIROPRACTORS

 Chiropractic Care  
Dr. T.J. Mercurio 

Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

For Your 
HealtH Mind & BodY

Sally Friar, DC
520 Centre St., JP

617-458-1613
by appointment only

Friar
Chiropractic

ChiropraCtiC pErSoNaL FitNESS CoaChiNG

$89
30 Day All Access 

Coaching Trial
New clients only

617-435-0213 • info@myjpfitness.com

Are you MINDing YOUR business? 
Advertise your services here!  

Call 617-524-2626 x223 or 225

G.J. “Chip” Bradish, LMHC
Jamaica Plain, MA  • 617.524.6807
gjbradish@gmail.com
www.centerground.org

Practicing in JP since 1996.

for growth and development. New group starting this fall.CoaChiNG aND CoUNSELiNG
R

FitNESS
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FitNESSGYMAICA PERSONAL TRAINERS

Op-Ed
Continued from page 18
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