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HYDE SQUARE TASK FORCE CELEBRATES

THREE KINGS DAY

PHOTO BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

During the Three Kings Day celebration, community activist Jose Masso lll calls some children
outtothe front noting: "This is why we celebrate. This celebration is aboutthem. This celebration
is about the future. A world that is inclusiveness. A world that's about justice." See Pages 4,

5 and 6 for more photos.

Wu highlights initiatives in State of the City address

By Abam SwiFt

The future of Franklin Park,
one of Boston’s open space and rec-
reational jewels, took center stage
at Mayor Michelle Wu’s State of
the City address at MGM Music
Hall on Tuesday night.

Wu also highlighted new ini-
tiatives to house families, expand
homeownership, and plan for a
green and growing city during
her second annual address. She
outlined partnerships with em-
ployers, higher education, and
cultural institutions she said
will transform public schools and
BPS athletics and expand oppor-
tunities for students and families
from pre-K to college, including
summer jobs and unprecedented

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO
BY JOHN WILCOX

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu
delivers her State of the City
address atthe MGM Music Hall
Tuesday night.

access to spaces for learning and
curiosity.
“Last summer, Boston scored

a huge goal: landing the National
Women’s Soccer League’s newest
franchise in 2026,” said Wu.

With the city’s partners at Bos-
ton Unity Soccer Group, Wu said
the city is excited to renovate the
historic White Stadium at Frank-
lin Park into the first sports venue
in the country that will co-house
a pro sports team and a public
school athletics program.

“Our students will have a
world-class grass field, eight-lane
track, brand new locker rooms,
and conditioning and study spaces
to call home,” said Wu. “We’ll also
create a new booster fund for BPS
athletics to cover expenses for
uniforms, extra equipment, and

Continued on page 2

Local non-profits
receive state grant

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The Healey-Driscoll Adminis-
tration announced more than $15
million in grants to 67 organiza-
tions across the state through the
Community Empowerment and
Reinvestment Program (CERP),
a competitive grant program that
offers flexible operating grants to
local collaborations for program-
ming and projects that develop,
strengthen, and invest in com-
munity economic priorities. The
program aims to bring positive
economic outcomes to commu-
nities that have been adversely
impacted by the criminal justice
system and poverty. Jamaica
Plain Neighborhood Develop-
ment Corporation (JPNDC) re-
ceived a grant of $300,000.

The grant was awarded to the

e}

Bridge to Prosperity that is a col-
laboration between JPNDC and
A Year and a Day Foundation,
which aims to create pathways
for success for 400 individuals
in Boston's justice-impacted
communities. Recognizing the
importance of wraparound ser-
vices such as job placement and
education in reducing recidivism,
the program, informed by lived
experiences, addresses critical
needs and strengthens networks
with ally organizations. Partic-
ipants will benefit from CORI
expungement clinics, workshops,
training, and personalized coach-
ing, with a goal of 98 individuals
securing well-paying, upwardly
mobile careers, especially in in-
dustries like construction.

Continued on page 9
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JPA adopts statement of purpose,
values; police warn of "check-washing"

STAFF REPORT

The Jamaica Pond Associa-
tion (JPA) held its first meeting
of 2024 this past Monday via
Zoom. Chair Kay Mathew and
fellow members Jasmine Crafts,
Tony Dreyfus, Peter Steiger, Pe-
ter Elmuts, Michael Reiskind,
Nancy Mazonson, Kevin Molo-
ney, Franklyn Salimbene, Barry
Schwartz, and Michael Frank
were in attendance, as were a
number of residents of the Ja-
maica Plain community.

Also on hand for the session
were Michael Giordano from

State Rep. William McGregor's
office and Brett Hoffmann from
State Senator Mike Rush's office.

Officer David Murray from the
District 13 Boston Police sta-
tion reported on traffic safety
measures he has undertaken
in recent months, particularly
focusing on crosswalk safety.
He said he issued 70 citations
in November and December for
speeding, red light violations,
and crosswalk violations (which
are civil moving infractions) and
issued two criminal citations for

Continued on page 3
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State of the City

Continued from page 1

dedicated transportation.”

Wu noted that the plans for a
revitalized Franklin Park extend
beyond bringing a professional
soccer team to a renovated White
Stadium.

“For my family and many oth-
ers, there is no more magical place
in the city, with its historic stone
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MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JOHN WILCOX
Members of the Boston EMS attended the State of the City
address at the MGM Music Hall.

bridges; wooded trails; and be-
loved community spaces,” said
Wu. “But our biggest park has
suffered from decades of disin-
vestment.”

This year, the mayor said the
city will act on recommendations
of the Franklin Park Coalition
and community members to begin
restoring Franklin Park to its
fullest potential.

The city will hire a park ad-
ministrator and six new mainte-
nance staff, bringing dedicated
park staffing to its highest level
in over 50 years, Wu said. In
addition, she said the city will
begin the community process to
reimagine and invest in a home of
the Elma Lewis Playhouse.

“Every young person deserves
to grow up in a city with wide
open spaces that coax our legs

into running — that remind us to
breathe deep and look up at the
sky,” said Wu.

Rickie Thompson, the Presi-
dent of the Franklin Park Coa-
lition, said her organization is
thrilled to celebrate the mayor’s
significant new investments in
Franklin Park.

“The Coalition has been advo-
cating for renovations and addi-
tional staffing for a significant
time,” said Thompson. “We're
very grateful that Mayor Wu is
responsive to these requests and
will work to update this critical
resource that has been neglected
for too long.”

Jennifer Epstein, the con-
trolling partner of Boston Unity
Soccer, applauded Wu’s vision
and the partnership to revitalize

White Stadium.

“The transformation of the sta-
dium into a world-class sports
facility presents an incredible op-
portunity for BPS student-ath-
letes, the communities around
the park, and our soccer club,”
said Epstein. “We are building
our team for Boston and the di-
verse communities represented
here, and we thank the City for
its leadership. Working together
with the City and members of
the community, we look forward
to delivering a reimagined White
Stadium that enhances our city
and contributes positively to the
vibrancy and activation of beloved
Franklin Park.”

Throughout Wu’s address,
there was a focus on housing, ed-
ucation, and the future for young
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people in the city.

“Time and again, we have prov-
en the future is ours to shape,”
said Wu. “And day by day, we're
following through on Boston’s
promise to be a green and growing
City for everyone. As a mom—
and a BPS parent—I know that
to truly be the best City for ev-
ery family, we have to give our
young people the world: in the
classroom, in community, in every
corner of our City.”

Wu announced that the City
will eliminate barriers to building
accessory dwelling units (ADUs)
this year by changing zoning to
make these small homes as-of-
right citywide. The ADU program
allows owner occupants to create
smaller, independent units inside
their homes or in their yards.

The mayor also announced
plans to identify locations for
nearly 3,000 new, modern, ener-
gy-efficient public housing units
that will be built over the next
decade, which she said will be
the first new net public housing
units built in Boston in more than
40 years.

“From Chinatown to West Rox-
bury, public housing makes it pos-
sible for so many or our seniors,
and veterans, and residents with
disabilities to stay in our city, and
for so many of our young people
to grow up here — including two
of our newest city councilors,”
said Wu.

Across the city, Wu said too
many families are getting dis-
placed when their apartment
buildings are scooped up by pri-
vate investors.

“We're launching a fund to
make these buildings permanent-
ly affordable — doubling down on
our success last year keeping 114
families in their homes in East
Boston,” said Wu. “This year, we
will deploy the fund to protect 400
more families citywide.”

For students, Wu said sever-
al new partnerships with higher
education institutions will ensure
that BPS high school students
have access to early college and
career pathways.

Bunker Hill Community Com-
munity College (BHCC) will
broaden its partnership with
Charlestown High School by of-
fering every student the opportu-
nity to take college courses either
through dual enrollment or ear-
ly college pathways in business,
technology, and health.

In September, BHCC and
Charlestown High School will
launch the City’s second Year
13 program, which provides a
full year of free college courses to

Charlestown graduates. Roxbury
Community College will partner
with Boston International New-
comers Academy (BINCA), the
Margarita Muiiz Academy, and
English High School to launch
the first early college incubator
designed specifically for multilin-
gual students.

Mass General Brigham will
deepen its partnership with the
Edward M. Kennedy Academy for
Health Careers to ensure Boston’s
healthcare professions reflect the
community, Wu said.

Wu also announced that Bos-
ton Public Schools has signed
an agreement with UMass Bos-
ton and Chancellor Marcelo
Suarez-Orozco to transform the
BCLA-McCormack High School
into the district’s first Univer-
sity-Assisted Community Hub
School.

The mayor also introduced a
new program to help students
and their families continue their
education outside the walls of the
school and some of the city’s most
famous institutions.

Starting in February 2024, on
the first and second Sundays of
each month, every BPS student
and up to three family members
will get free admission to the
Boston Children’s Museum, the
Franklin Park Zoo, the Institute
of Contemporary Art, the Muse-
um of Fine Arts, the Museum of
Science, and the New England
Aquarium. Families will show a
BPS school ID or an electronic
pass to gain admission.

The mayor also hit upon the
city’s continuing commitment to
being a green city.

“Last year, I promised to ban
fossil fuels in new city buildings,
and we did: Already, two new
community centers and two li-
braries in progress will be fossil
fuel free,” said Wu. “And this
year, we will introduce zero net
carbon zoning to make Boston
the greenest city in the country.”

In her speech, Wu also high-
lighted several public safety is-
sues.

The mayor said the city is col-
laborating on a public health-led
approach at Mass & Cass that
has removed encampments and
helped hundreds of people find
housing and begin a path to recov-
ery; and partnering on a commu-
nity-driven safety plan that has
achieved the lowest levels of gun
violence on record. Wu also noted
that a new police contract sets a
national precedent for community
policing, including discipline re-
form, detail reform, and investing
in officer education.
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drivers who did not have valid
driver's licenses.

He also said that there have
been a "good number" of ac-
cidents on Centre St. and "a
bunch" on the Jamaicaway, in-
cluding two rollovers, over which
the State Police has jurisdiction.

"Please be careful," noted
Murray to those in attendance.

Steiger asked about some
suspicious activities on Mo-
raine St. last week, which he
said appeared to involve a drug
deal. Murray explained that a
resident of Moraine St. noticed
someone with a package acting
suspiciously and Murray noted
that the automobile being op-
erated by the suspect had an
expired registration.

A young woman had reported
that she was followed by an un-
known person, who was acting
erratically and who later tried
to gain entrance into her apart-
ment on Moraine St. before the
police arrived. Murray said he
knows who the suspect may be
and will be speaking to him.

A resident also raised an is-
sue about a person who may be
living in a box truck on Moraine
St. Murray said he will look into
that situation.

Murray also spoke briefly
about the new bike lane on El-
iot St., which he said "may be a
problem at some point" because

the bicycle lane goes in the oppo- -

site direction of vehicular traffic.
He also noted that there could be
issues with the new Green St.

bike lane and intersecting roads |

along Green St.

Off. Patricia Darosa also ap-
peared at the meeting and pre-
sented the monthly Community
Safety Report. She noted that
a man pushing a wheelchair in
the area of Harrison and Centre
Sts. was stealing packages from
porches on December 31. She

also said that there was a lar-

Brendan Behan Pub
378A Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

ceny by scam involving a phony
check at a bank on Centre St.
She finally noted that there was
a pedestrian accident in a cross-
walk on South Huntington Ave.
at Bynner St.

Moloney informed the group
that a check for $100 that had
been made out to a local char-
itable organization -- and that
had been mailed by his wife in-
side the U.S. Post Office -- had
been "washed" in the amount of
$9200.

"It is pretty scary to think that
you can do what you're supposed
to do and you can still be a victim
of this crime," said Moloney, who
noted that his bank reimbursed
the stolen funds. Both Darosa
and Murray told the group that
"check-washing” -- in which

criminals steal mail that con-
tains checks, use chemicals to
wash away the original writing
on the checks, and then write in
new payees and amounts -- has
become widespread. They noted
that Postal employees have been
robbed at gunpoint for the keys
to mailboxes.

The group also discussed the
possibility of holding the JPA
meetings in person or whether
the members preferred to remain
on Zoom. The JPA had hoped to
use the Curley House as a meet-
ing place, but the $200 fee was
deemed too steep. Another mem-
ber noted that with COVID num-
bers rising, the remote meetings
were preferable, while Salimbe-
ne offered that holding in-person
meetings was important for the

community and Mazonson sug-
gested that in-person quarterly
meetings might work.

Dreyfus presented the re-
port for the Parks, Parkways,
and Open Spaces Committee.
He said that two issues that
deserve discussion and deci-
sion-making include getting the
DCR to plant more trees along
the Jamaicaway to replace ones
that have been removed and the
DCR's proposal to redesign the
rotaries along the Arborway.
Dreyfus suggested that the JPA
hold a community meeting with
the district's two state senators
and two state representatives
for a discussion of both matters.

Dreyfus also brought up the
issue of planting more trees and
shrubs at Jamaica Pond, where

he said the city has neglected to
maintain the area.

Steiger of the IDEA Commit-
tee, which was created a year
ago, presented for the members'
consideration a statement about
the "purpose, values, and ac-
tivities" of the JPA. After some
discussion, the members unani-
mously voted to adopt the state-
ment, which will be posted on the
JPA web site. Mathew noted that
the JPA "needs to diversify, to
attract young people, more wom-
en, and people of color," and sug-
gested that the IDEA Committee
could serve as the platform to
accomplish that goal.

The next meeting of the JPA
is set for Monday, February 5.
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HYDE SQUARE TASK FORCE CELEBRATES THREE KINGS DAY
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Jonathan DeJesus and Aldrin Carvajal (far right) with the
Three Kings: Dereck Medina, Dayane Vieira and Leeya Aman.

Juan De Los Santos-Mello, Genesis Rodriquez, and Josie Ross
take a selfie together.

Gazette Pet of the Week

by Sarah Carroll

Ariel is as fun and

energetic as she is

sweet and snuggly!
She’s 1.5 years old,
housetrained, and

eager to please!

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by

Sarah Carroll, REALTOR®

The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com
THE RESIDENTIAL

GROUP

BUDDY DOG HUMANE SOCIETY, INC.

Www.buddydoghs.org

WILLIAM
RAVEIS

Three Kings Day is a celebration of Epiphany when, in Christian dogma, the Three Kings or Wise Men
came with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. It is the end of the Holiday Season and at the Hyde
Square Task Force it was a celebration. Music, food, dancing, and activities awaited guests of all ages.

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

Jose Masso Il speaks to the
audience.

Jose Masso Il with the Three Kings: Dayane Vieira as Gospar,
Leeya Aman as Melchior, and Dereck Medina as Balthazar.

VISIT US AND ENjOY!!!

Inside And Pod Patio Seating Available!
‘ oree
\ evergreen

eatery + cafe

Friendly Neighborhood Diner

O ©

154 Green St JP 02130 617-477-9573 evergreeneateryjp.com

OPEN 8:00am to 8:30pm Tuesday - Sunday
Delivery available 3pm-8:30pm

154 Green St. JP  617-477-9573

Sandra Jimenez and Diego
Nunez.
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HYDE SQUARE TASK FORCE CELEBRATES THREE KINGS DAY

PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

Consuela and Juan Carlos
Ferrufino.

Hyde Square Task Force Dance
Program Coordinator Genesis
Rodriguez and daughter Gia
Ortiz-Rodriguez (aka "Anna")
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One of the Three Kings, Dayane Vieira, is paid homage to
by Hyde Square Task Force Senior Well Being Coordinator
Rebecca Kamins.
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Sharina and herensemble Guajiba perform songs from Puerto
Rico.

The ThreeKings lead a procession with the audience joining in.
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EdrasAlvarez, Ariana Monroig, Senior Well Being Coordinator — e '

Rebecca Kamins, and Moya Ellingboe check out each other's The Three Kings lead a procession with the audience joining in.
dance moves in the hallway at the Hyde Square Task Force.
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Peter, Marisa, Marcelo, Solana and Vida Alvarez

Sharina and her ensemble Guajiba perform songs from Puerto Rico.
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Greater Boston bikeshare system plans to add 750 ebikes to growing fleet

The cities of Boston, Cam-
bridge, Somerville and Ever-
ett, the town of Brookline, Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Massachu-
setts (“Blue Cross”) and Lyft to-
day announced plans to integrate
750 next-generation ebikes into
Greater Boston’s popular Blue-
bikes program and the renewal
of Blue Cross’ title sponsorship
through May 2031. The rollout
will begin with 50 ebikes hitting
the street this week; an addi-
tional 700 will join the fleet in
subsequent months.

The new seven-year agreement
between Blue Cross and the mu-
nicipal owners further cements a
dynamic public-private partner-
ship for sustainable urban trans-
portation. Blue Cross will contin-
ue its commitment to promoting
the overall health and well-being
of Massachusetts residents by
supporting the municipal owners
of Bluebikes in driving system
growth and accessibility through
initiatives including station ex-
pansions, system enhancements
and the integration of ebikes.

“This marks an exciting mile-
stone as we usher in the next
wave of transportation in Greater
Boston with the introduction of
state-of-the-art e-bikes,” Boston
Mayor Michelle Wu said. “Part-
nerships such as our Bluebikes
alliance with Blue Cross are cru-
cial in ensuring our residents
have access to healthier, more
sustainable, and affordable
transportation options. We look
forward to continued collabora-
tion with Blue Cross and all our
municipal partners as we elevate
our bike share system.”

“Bluebikes have become an
integral part of so many com-
munities in and around Boston,
and we are thrilled to continue
supporting the system,” said Blue
Cross President and CEO Sarah
Iselin. “We're looking forward to
the next chapter of partnership
with the cities and towns through
the renewal of our Bluebikes
sponsorship. Biking is truly one
of the best ways to get around,
benefiting the environment as
well as our mental and physical
health. And adding ebikes to the
Bluebikes system is an important
step toward making biking more
accessible to more people.”

The new collection of ebikes is
expected to grow the overall Blue-
bikes fleet to 5,000 bikes across
500 stations by next summer.

Funding for the initial purchase
of the ebikes came from a combi-
nation of municipal investment
from Boston and Cambridge,
state funding, federal funding
by the Boston Area Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization and
support from Blue Cross’s spon-
sorship of the bikeshare system.
Together, Boston, Cambridge,
Somerville, and Blue Cross will
provide support for affordable
user costs of ebikes for Bluebikes
members.

The state’s largest health plan
became Bluebikes’ title sponsor
in 2018. Since the inception of
the Bluebikes partnership, the
municipal owners — in conjunc-
tion with Blue Cross —have made
investments, received grants and
fostered station sponsorships to
accomplish system milestones,
including:

- Expanding the system from
four to 13 municipalities, repre-
senting a 225% increase

- Supporting a 333% growth
in the number of available Blue-
bikes and a 150% expansion in
the number of Bluebikes stations

- Bolstering the income-eligible
program

- Surpassing 22 million rides
taken

“The City of Cambridge is
proud to support more afford-
able, sustainable, and healthier
forms of transportation and ex-
tend what has been a win-win
public-private partnership,” said
Cambridge City Manager Yi-An
Huang. “Bluebikes have become a
critical part of Cambridge’s pub-
lic transportation system and I
am excited that the system is

R
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becoming even more accessible
through the addition of ebikes
to the Bluebikes fleet, which will
open up the system to more older
adults, people with disabilities,
and others who may find tra-
ditional bikes hard to pedal. It
will also create more opportu-
nities for individuals seeking to
maximize their time and access
to our busy communities, while
reducing traffic congestion.”
Lyft’s ebike was named one of
TIME’s 100 Best Inventions of
2022. It features a long-lasting
battery with a 60-mile range,
a user-friendly interface LCD
screen, a smoother ride and nu-
merous safety upgrades. Massa-
chusetts legalized Class 1 ebikes,
which have no throttle and a
maximum speed of 20 MPH, as
part of the Transportation Bond
Bill last year. Unlike traditional
pedal bikes, ebikes aren’t per-
mitted on sidewalks; they can be
used on shared paths and bike
lanes. Riders must follow all
traffic laws and regulations and
must bike in the same direction of
traffic except on specially marked
streets. Riders must always yield
to pedestrians, maintain a safe
speed and remain aware of all
street users of all abilities.
“Somerville takes great pride
in our regional, public-owned
Bluebikes system, which is al-
ready one of the most success-
ful bikeshare systems in North
America,” said Somerville Mayor
Katjana Ballantyne. “Bikeshare
is public transit, and I believe
that affordable, pedal-assist
ebikes can improve travel choic-
es for people across the metro

FOrR YOuUR
HEALT H

ND & BODY

FITNESS TRAINING

FEEL YOUR BEST WITH 25-MINUTE SESSIONS OF
PRIVATE TRAINING LIVE ONLINE OR IN PERSON

GYMAICA PERSONAL TRAINERS

FITNESS@GYMAICA.COM 2 PORTER ST, JP 617-620-8155

region.”

“Bluebikes is getting our
newest ebike, which has cut-
ting-edge features that riders
love,” said Caroline Samponaro,
VP of Public Policy, Lyft. “These
ebikes make it easier than ever
for people to reach jobs, fami-
ly, and friends with sustainable,
climate-friendly transportation
that gets cars off our roads. I
want to thank Mayor Wu, all the
Bluebikes municipal owners, and
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mas-
sachusetts for their continued
investment and partnership in
Bluebikes. Without them, Blue-
bikes wouldn’t be the tremendous
success it is today.”

The municipal owners have

prioritized access and affordabil-
ity for the new Bluebikes ebikes,
which will be available at $0.10
per minute for Bluebikes mem-
bers, $0.25 per minute for Adven-
ture Pass holders, and $0.07 per
minute for low-income residents
enrolled in Bluebikes’ Income-El-
igible Program. Income-eligible
riders are provided a reduced
annual fee for Bluebikes. Earlier
this year, Boston also announced
the Boston Bikes Pass, which is
a Bluebikes membership offered
only to City of Boston residents
at a reduced annual rate of $60.
Learn more discounted Bluebikes
rates at https://www.boston.gov/
departments/boston-bikes/dis-
counted-bluebikes.

MOH Income Restricted Rental Opportunity
3368 Washington St. Jamaica Plain, Boston, MA 02130

46 Income-Restricted Units

#of # of Ess‘i'::::d Maximum & b:‘i‘l:b:'i‘:t oy # built out for
Units  bedrooms g Income Limit . mobility Deaf/hard of hearing
eet impairments
2 Studio 467 $1,402 60% AMI - -
4 1BR 608 $1503 60% AMI - -
1 2BR 797 $1,803 60% AMI - -
1 3BR 1,030 $2,083 60% AMI - -
22 Studio 467 $2,078 80% AMI 1 1
15 1BR 608 $2,227 80% AMI 3 1
1 2BR 797 $2,672 80% AMI - -
. Maximum Incomes
Minimum Incomes
(set by owner + based on # of bedrooms fset by HUD/MOH y ba‘sed on
) household size + Area Median Income
+ Area Median Income (AMI)) AMI
vorr  conami so%ami [l MUY gos ami 8% aMi
edrooms size

Studio $42,060 | $62,340 1 $62,340 $83,120

One $45090 | $66,810 2 $71,280 $95,040

Two $54120 | $80,160 3 $80160 | $106,880

Three $62.520 N/A 4 $89,040 $118,720

5 $96,180 $128,240

6 $103,320 $137,760

Minimum Incomes Apply. Minimum incomes do not apply to households with housing assistance (Section
8, MRVP, VASH) or for the units in this development that include a project-based voucher.

Applications are available for 60 days, from December 4, 2023 - February 4, 2024

Mon-Fri | December 4,2023 - | 8:30 AM -5:00 PM
February 4,2024

Saturday | December 16,2023 |10:00am to 2:00pm

Saturday January 20,2024 [10:00am to 2:00pm

Location

Amory Street Apartments
125 Amory St, Boston, MA 02119

To request an online application or to have one sent by email visit www.3368Washington.com

We will be holding informational meetings on December 20, 2023, 4:00 PM 7:00 PM at Amory
Street Apartments, 125 Amory St. Boston, MA 02119 and

January 18, 2024 4:00 PM - 7.00 PM at Jamaica Plain Branch of Boston Public Library, 30 South

St, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

Join virtually, too, through the following links:

December 20, 2023: https://tcbinc-org.zoom.us/j/85253720389
January 18, 2024: https://tcbinc-org.zoom.us/j/86952709807

DEADLINE: Applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than February 4, 2024.

Mailed to 125 Amory St. Boston, MA 02119

o Selection by Lottery.
o Asset & Use Restrictions apply.
o Preferences Apply.
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Stonybrook Neighborhood Association debates development projects

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The Stonybrook Neighborhood
Association (SNA) dedicated the
majority of its bimonthly meet-
ing to review of two development
projects, both of which were
continued for further informa-
tion and review. The addition
of two residential apartments
above the existing property at
3510 Washington Street is being
proposed by the current owner,
who was represented by the proj-
ect architect, Tim Burke. The
proposed apartments would be
above the existing well-known
Chinese restaurant, JP Kitchen.
Renderings of the proposed proj-
ect showed the two residential
units each having two stories,
and blending in with an exist-
ing similar development on the
same block. The key concerns of
the SNA were how the associat-
ed additional parking spaces in
the rear of the building would
affect an already active and
congested area during delivery

hours and that the current dry
wells would be connected to the
city drainage to avoid flooding
issues. In particular, the SNA
members emphasized that this
project will provide opportunity
to improve the property’s Wash-
ington Street facade and visual
appearance of the property.

The proposed new multifamily
project at 84 Stonley Road was
presented by representatives of
the developer, steered by Jay
Walsh. A project at this site had
previously been before SNA as
a nine unit apartment building,
but upon consideration of SNA
concerns has been redesigned
with 18 smaller apartment units,
including three units designated
as affordable housing. In addi-
tion, the developer is intending
to contribute to the Massachu-
setts Affordable Housing Trust
Fund.

The conversion of the existing
three story commercial building
to a multifamily with four off
street parking spaces met with
a broader discussion among the

members, some opposing any ad-
ditional development in the area,
stating the view that JP has done
enough to add housing to Boston,
and that any more is too much,
creating too much traffic and
congestion, as well as replacing
the original unique multi-de-
cade historical architecture with
cookie cutter modern structures.
Others felt strongly that such
projects as 84 Stonley are critical
to addressing the Boston housing
crisis, and within reason SNA
needs to embrace proposed such
multi-family developments. The
remainder of the Stonley Road
project discussion focused on
what improvements SNA would
like to see, including a more
attractive and varied facade,
awareness of protecting exist-
ing green space, particularly in
light of expected future develop-
ment along abutting Stedman
Street. The representatives took
the SNA suggestions under ad-
visement.

Discussion of what SNA’s next
steps would be for 3510 Wash-

ington and 84 Stanley resulted in
a broader discussion of their role
and process. For simpler projects
such as 3510 Washington, SNA
can work with the developer di-
rectly, providing advice and sup-
port. With larger more complex
projects such as 84 Stonley, SNA
will be one of several entities,
others being city offices, to arrive
at a project acceptable across
multiple constituencies.

The remainder of the meet-
ing provided updates on on-
going matters of interest and
concern to the SNA. Christine
Poff, representing the Franklin
Park Coalition (FPC) provided
an very positive outlook for City
improvements to the Park, in-
cluding the addition of a full
time administrator to oversee
the Park, its improvements and
activity, the addition of up to
six maintenance employees and
planned safety improvements to
the Park hardscape. Poff did ex-
press concerns about the possible
move of the City’s animal shelter
to the Park, but noted that this

discussion is more in the future,
with no funding currently bud-
geted, so at this point only needs
monitoring. The FPC concerns
are tied to additional building
and congestion in the Park, as
well as the negative impact of
barking dogs on the important
migratory bird stopover at Scar-
borough Pond.

Other ongoing issues covered
were the continued concern of
the SNA on the development
of the MBTA Arborway project,
which may not be aligned with
the eight acres designated for
City community development.
Discussions will be ongoing
on this project. Subcommittee
updates were also provided on
the SNA’s currently unoccupied
Community Room, the South-
West Corridor Extension and
the status of development plans
at BMS Paper Supply at 3390
Washington Street. The next
SNA meeting is scheduled for
Monday, March 11.

FresH anD LocaL

Food pathways to consider

By Penny & Ep CHERUBINO

Rather than make food and
diet resolutions this year, we
suggest you choose some food
pathways to consider. Resolu-
tions are often short-lived goals.
That’s because they require you
to change something immediate-
ly. The only resolution we've ever
kept was the one we made in
2007 to have a glass of something
bubbly to toast each new month.

Pathways are taken step-by-
step, allowing you to move at
your own pace and change direc-
tion when you want to try a dif-
ferent fork in the road. Over the
past few years, we’ve been wan-
dering down the healthy eating
pathway. It’s been a great stroll.

Real Food vs Food-Like
Products

The first step on this path is to
begin reading food labels. We're
fortunate that industrial food
producers have started to adapt
to those of us who read labels and
choose processed food with fewer
ingredients or, in some cases,
single ingredients over highly

processed and ultra-processed
food with a long list of additives,
chemicals, flavor, and texture
enhancers.

For example, rather than low-
er quality, out-of-season berries
with our morning oatmeal, we've
recently switched to frozen or
unsweetened, dried blueberries,
cherries, cranberries, and mixed
fruit. These all have just the
named fruit on their ingredient
list. It’s the same for the frozen
peas, corn, minced garlic, and
ginger we always keep on hand.

The Eating Healthier Pathway

If you decide to start on the
road to healthier eating, you can
do that step-by-step with minor
adaptations, choosing one area of
change at a time. You may have
a medical issue that might be
improved with more or less of a
specific food group. For example,
a pre-diabetic could have less
sugar and simple carbohydrates.
For someone with cardiac issues,
it could be foods that lower cho-
lesterol and choosing healthier
fats.

For those who are healthy now

If you are new to dried fruit, try a sampler tray, like this one, from Fastachi in Watertown.

and want to stay that way, your
path could be to add more fruit
and vegetables, whole grains, le-
gumes, and beans to your meals.
It doesn’t have to be an all-or-
nothing change. We switched to
frozen packages of simple brown
rice from white rice.

Many of us have reduced our
alcohol consumption and taken
advantage of lower alcohol and
alcohol-free beverages. We often
choose a glass of sparkling wine,
which tends to be 11-12% Alcohol
by Volume (ABV), instead of the
big, bold reds, which average
13.5% ABV. What’s more, some

reds may go as high as 20% ABV.
Again, read the labels.

Make One Little Change
at a Time

It took many years of less
healthy habits to bring a person
to the point where they make a
New Year’s resolution to lose 50
pounds or stop their caffeine or
sugar addiction. Yet, they think
they can undo all the harm in a
few weeks. Slow and sure is a far
better way to win this race.

If you have a fast food habit,
you can opt to make your lunch
at home one day a week and

take a walk for exercise instead
of going to your local fast food
chain. If you have an evening
cocktail routine, you might opt
for an exciting mocktail a few
nights a week.

Step-by-step and deci-
sion-by-decision, you can slowly
explore a food pathway to make
a difference in your life and
health. Once you succeed with
one change, you can set off to-
ward success on a different food
exploration pathway.

Do you have a question or topic
for Fresh & Local? Send an email
to Penny@BostonZest.com with
your suggestion.
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On the 28th of August, 1963, a century following Abraham Lincoln’s historic
Emancipation Proclamation that liberated the slaves, a young Martin Luther King
ascended the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. There, he shared

his dream for America. Over 200,000 individuals, both black and white, gathered
to hear him. The vision shared on the steps of the Memorial that day became the
aspiration of an entire generation. Below, please find the full text of the Reverend

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech.

| am happy to join with you today
in what will go down in history as the
greatest demonstration for freedom in
the history of our nation.

Five score years ago, a great Amer-
ican, in whose symbolic shadow we
stand today, signed the Emancipation
Proclamation. This momentous de-
cree came as a great beacon of hope
to millions of slaves, who had been
seared in the flames of whithering in-
justice. It came as a joyous daybreak
to end the long night of their captiv-
ity. But one hundred years later, the
colored America is still not free. One
hundred years later, the life of the col-
ored American is still sadly crippled by
the manacle of segregation and the
chains of discrimination.

One hundred years later, the col-
ored American lives on a lonely island
of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean
of material prosperity. One hundred
years later, the colored American
is still languishing in the corners of
American society and finds himself an

exile in his own land So we have come
here today to dramatize a shameful
condition.

In a sense we have come to our
Nation’s Capital to cash a check.
When the architects of our great re-
public wrote the magnificent words of
the Constitution and the Declaration
of Independence, they were signing a
promissory note to which every Amer-
ican was to fall heir.

This note was a promise that all
men, yes, black men as well as white
men, would be guaranteed the in-
alienable rights of life liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.

[t is obvious today that Ameri-
ca has defaulted on this promissory
note insofar as her citizens of color
are concerned. Instead of honoring
this sacred obligation, America has
given its colored people a bad check,
a check that has come back marked
“insufficient funds.”

But we refuse to believe that the

bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse
to believe that there are insufficient
funds in the great vaults of opportuni-
ty of this nation. So we have come to
cash this check, a check that will give
us upon demand the riches of free-
dom and security of justice.

We have also come to his hallowed
spot to remind America of the fierce
urgency of Now. This is not time to
engage in the luxury of cooling off or
to take the tranquilizing drug of grad-
ualism.

Now is the time to make real the
promise of democracy.

Now it the time to rise from the
dark and desolate valley of segrega-
tion to the sunlit path of racial justice.

Now it the time to lift our nation
from the quicksand of racial injustice
to the solid rock of brotherhood.

Now is the time to make justice a
reality to all of God’s children.

| would be fatal for the nation to
overlook the urgency of the moment

and to underestimate the determi-
nation of it's colored citizens. This
sweltering summer of the colored
people’s legitimate discontent will not
pass until there is an invigorating au-
tumn of freedom and equality. Nine-
teen sixty-three is not an end but a
beginning. Those who hope that the
colored Americans needed to blow
off steam and will now be content will
have a rude awakening if the nation
returns to business as usual.

There will be neither rest nor tran-
quility in America until the colored cit-
izen is granted his citizenship rights.
The whirlwinds of revolt will contin-
ue to shake the foundations of our
nation until the bright day of justice
emerges.

We can never be satisfied as long
as our bodies, heavy with the fatigue
of travel, cannot gain lodging in the
motels of the highways and the hotels
of the cities.

We cannot be satisfied as long as
the colored person’s basic mobility is

from a smaller ghetto to a larger one.

We can never be satisfied as long
as our children are stripped of their
selfhood and robbed of their dignity
by signs stating “for white only.”

We cannot be satisfied as long as a
colored person in Mississippi cannot
vote and a colored person in New York
believes he has nothing for which to
vote.

No, no we are not satisfied and we
will not be satisfied until justice rolls
down like waters and righteousness
like a mighty stream.

| am not unmindful that some of
you have come here out of your trials
and tribulations. Some of you have
come from areas where your quest for
freedom left you battered by storms
of persecutions and staggered by the
winds of police brutality.

You have been the veterans of cre-
ative suffering. Continue to work with
the faith that unearned suffering is
redemptive.

Grants
Continued from page 1

“Our administration is com-
mitted to making Massachusetts
a state where everyone has ac-
cess to economic opportunity,”
said Governor Maura Healey.
“The Community Empowerment
and Reinvestment Program is
reshaping our communities by
providing resources for programs
that strengthen our communities
through job training, small busi-
ness support, housing stability,
and more. We congratulate the
awardees on this hard-earned
achievement and thank the Leg-
islature for their partnership to
make this funding available.”

“The Community Empower-
ment and Reinvestment Pro-
gram plays a vital role in sup-
porting communities that face
significant barriers to economic
growth in Massachusetts,” said
Lieutenant Governor Driscoll.
“This funding will provide assis-
tance to organizations that are
doing critical work to improve
public health, support small and
diverse businesses, engage with
young people, provide education
and workforce opportunities and
so much more. This program
will help strengthen our bond
with local leaders to safeguard
the well-being of all residents.”

“In Massachusetts, we are

building an equitable economy
that benefits everyone,” said Sec-
retary of Economic Development
Yvonne Hao. “This program
serves as a crucial mechanism
for our administration to stra-
tegically invest in the funda-
mentals that enable economic
growth. In collaboration with
local leaders, we’re aiming to
enhance the livelihood of resi-
dents and businesses for years
to come.”

This competitive grant pro-
gram was developed to support
communities with high rates of

criminal justice system involve-
ment and poverty. Project cate-
gories include community-based
workforce development, small
business development, housing
stabilization, community health
improvement, high school drop-
out prevention, and community
organizing and leadership de-
velopment.

Among these awarded proj-
ects, 37 are located in Gateway
Cities. Of the 67 organizations,
33 self-identified as Minority
Business Enterprises. Nearly
half of the organizations fund-

RACHAEL@RACHAELKULIK.COM | [978] 514-2018

/EACHAEL

Kok

eal Esta

ed have formerly incarcerated
leadership or leadership that has
been impacted by the criminal
justice system.

Created in 2020, the Com-
munity Empowerment and
Reinvestment Grant Program
involved the establishment of
a Community Empowerment
Board to inform application

processes and criteria. As pre-
scribed by law, the seven-mem-
ber Community Empowerment
Board consists of individuals
who belong to demographic
groups that have been tradi-
tionally underrepresented and
have historically been at social
and economic disadvantages.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Faye Simon Real Estate
Rentals & Sales

My Focus is on You!

Real Estate Broker
Tel: 617-524-0243

WILLIAM RAVEIS

GB

C: 617.447.5350

0: 617.266.5200
Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

GABRIELLE BARON

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert
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Healey-Driscoll Administration advances tuition equity

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration took a significant step
forward in expanding access to
higher education for all Massa-
chusetts residents by launching
the new Massachusetts Appli-
cation for State Financial Aid
(MASFA). The Department of
Higher Education released the
form on their website today, which
will allow currently-enrolled un-
documented college students in
Massachusetts to apply for state
need-based financial aid for the
first time. Students can access the
application at mass.edu/MASFA.

The MASFA is an alterna-
tive form that provides students
who cannot complete the Free
Application for State Financial
Aid (FAFSA) due to their immi-
gration status a way to apply for
state need-based financial aid.
The application launch follows
the August 2023 passage of Mas-
sachusetts’ Tuition Equity Law,
which allows students who have
completed at least three years of
high school in Massachusetts and
received a high school diploma or
its equivalent in the Common-
wealth to access in-state tuition
and be eligible for financial aid,
regardless of immigration status.

Boston Building
Resources

Eligible students began receiv-
ing the in-state tuition rate in
Fall 2023. The MASFA released
today is for additional need-based
financial aid opportunities. It is
based on the FAFSA for the 2023-
2024 academic year and should
be completed by students who
are beginning college in Spring
2024 or were enrolled in the Fall
2023 semester and may qualify for
financial aid. To receive financial
aid for the 2023-2024 school year,
students are encouraged to apply
by May 1, and no later than June
30, 2024.

Students who apply for need-
based state financial aid under
the new “High School Comleter”
pathway created by the Tuition
Equity Law must meet the ex-
isting eligibility criteria for each
financial aid program for which
they are seeking access.

“Quality higher education
should be accessible to all Massa-
chusetts high school graduates,”
said Governor Healey. “Students
who have long been part of our
communities in Massachusetts
should be eligible for the his-
toric financial aid programs we
have launched this year, and
they should have every oppor-
tunity to grow their careers and
be part of building our state’s

for home improvement

Boston Building Resources specializes in
> kitchen cabinetry & kitchen design

> windows, doors, & storm windows

> workshops: learn to do it yourself

> reuse center: donate or buy

Our knowledgeable and friendly staff will work with you
to find the right materials for your project and budget.

workforce. We're grateful for the
Legislature for their partnership
in passing this historic policy, and
we're proud to be launching this
application so that students can
start accessing financial aid.”

“This has been a banner year
for educational access in Massa-
chusetts, following the passage
of MassReconnect, MASSGrant
Plus Expansion, and Tuition Eq-
uity,” said Lieutenant Governor
Driscoll. “The MASFA will open
doors to need based financial aid
for students looking to attend any
public or private Massachusetts
college or university.”

“Tuition equity is about giving
students who have long called
Massachusetts home equal ac-
cess to higher education,” said
Secretary of Education Patrick
Tutwiler. “With the MASFA form
providing access to millions of
dollars in need-based financial
aid, we will be able to give the
greatest number of students ac-
cess to the life changing oppor-
tunities that our institutions of
higher education offer here in the
Commonwealth.”

“The Department of Higher
Education is committed to in-
creasing socioeconomic mobility
for all residents of Massachusetts,
particularly those who have his-

bostonbuildingresources.com

a consumer cooperative

torically been underserved and
underrepresented in higher ed-
ucation,” said Commissioner of
Higher Education Noe Ortega.
“The MASFA is a key tool for
advancing equitable access to the
Commonwealth’s many great col-
leges and universities.”

“Ensuring that all Massachu-
setts residents, regardless of im-
migration status, have access to
the Commonwealth’s higher ed-
ucation system is critical not just
for those students, but for the bet-
terment of Massachusetts,” said
House Speaker Ronald J. Mariano
(D-Quincy). “I want to thank my
colleagues in the House and our
partners in the Senate for making
this initiative possible, as well as
the Healey-Driscoll Administra-
tion for working to implement it
and for their support.”

“Tuition equity is about giving
every high schooler in Massachu-
setts who wants to go to college the
same ability to do so, regardless
of who they are or where they
are from,” said Senate President
Karen E. Spilka (D-Ashland). “T'm
thrilled to see the Executive Office
of Education take this import-
ant step in implementing what
the Legislature included in the
budget, and break down a major
barrier for young people whose
families have settled in our state.”

“The Healey-Driscoll Adminis-
tration’s launch of the MASFA is
groundbreaking, helping to pro-
vide state need-based financial
aid for undocumented immigrants
who aspire to higher education,”
said Representative David Rogers
(D-Cambridge), House Chair of
the Joint Committee on Higher
Education. “This initiative will
continue the Commonwealth’s
commitment to increased access
to the life-changing opportuni-
ties within our higher education

Crown Castle is proposing to re-
place an existing 30.8-foot light
pole with a 31.2-foot replace-
ment light pole and associated
wireless communications an-
tennas at the following site: 332
Jamaica Way & Perkins Street,
Jamaica Plain, Suffolk County,
MA 02130 [42.32095, -71.11643].
Crown Castle invites comments
from any interested party on the
impact of the proposed action
on any districts, sites, buildings,
structures or objects significant
in American history, archae-

system.”

“On behalf of the state’s 15 com-
munity colleges, we are excited to
celebrate the launch of the MAS-
FA,” said Jim Vander Hooven,
president of Mount Wachusett
Community College and chair of
the Community College Council
of Presidents. “The new tuition
equity law is already making a
significant positive impact on our
students, and we’re thrilled that
the MASFA will streamline access
to state aid for eligible undocu-
mented students.”

“On behalf of the Common-
wealth’s State Universities, I am
thrilled that the Governor contin-
ues to increase access to a college
education for all people that reside
in Massachusetts,” said Salem
State University President and
Chair of the Council of Presidents
for the Massachusetts State Uni-
versities John D. Keenan. “The
Governor’s leadership continues
to make college more affordable
than ever before to Massachusetts
students. The MASFA provides
students who are not eligible to
apply for Federal Financial Aid
access to state financial aid. This,
along with in-state tuition for Mas-
sachusetts high school graduates,
is another important financial aid
tool to help them reach their goal
of earning a college degree.”

“The creation of a state finan-
cial aid application is another
smart, common sense step by the
Healey-Driscoll administration to
break down existing financial bar-
riers to higher education,” UMa-
ss President Marty Meehan said.
“The MASFA will make college
more affordable for numerous
Massachusetts students, empow-
ering them to support their fam-
ilies and contribute to the state’s

Continued on page 11

ology, engineering or culture
that are listed or determined
eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places and/
or specific reason the proposed
action may have a significant im-
pact on the quality of the human
environment. Specific informa-
tion regarding the project is
available by contacting McKayla
Grasham, m.grasham@trileaf.
com and 410-853-7128, during
normal business hours. Com-
ments must be received 30 days
from the date of this publication.
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Tuition
Continued from page 10

economy.”

Filling out the MASFA does not
commit any student to enrolling
in a college or university, but it is
the essential first step to applying
for the financial assistance for
which they may qualify to make
college a reality.

To be eligible, Massachusetts
residents must meet the following
criteria:

* Was admitted to a public or
private institution of higher edu-
cation within the Massachusetts
system of public higher education.

* Have attended at least three
academic years at a high school in
Massachusetts.

* Have graduated from high
school in Massachusetts or have
received the equivalent of a high

school diploma (for example, a
GED) in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

* Have applied for military se-
lective service, if eligible.

¢ If the individual is not a cit-
izen or legal permanent resident
of the United States, that per-
son must provide a completed the
DHE Affidavit stating that the
individual will file an application
to become a citizen or legal per-
manent resident within 120 days

after the individual becomes eligi-
ble to do so.

An updated MASFA for the
2024-2025 academic year will
be available in late winter/early
spring and will be based on the
2024-2025 FAFSA, which is due
to be released by the federal gov-
ernment on December 31, 2023.

The MASFA ensures that all
students who qualify can access the
significant investments made into
higher education by the Healey-

Driscoll administration this year,
including MassReconnect, which
made community college free for
Commonwealth residents ages 25
and older regardless of income,
and MASSGrant Plus Expansion,
which covers the cost of tuition
and fees for low-income students
and reduces out-of-pocket costs for

middle income students.
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Louijeuene newly elected president of the Council

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Boston City Councilor At-
Large Ruthzee Louijeune has
been sworn in as the Presi-
dent of the Boston City Coun-
cil, making her not only the
third Black woman to hold
this position, but also the
first Haitian-American.

‘It was an honor to nomi-
nate Councilor Ruthzee Loui-
jeune as council president.’
said District 1 Councilor Ga-
briella Coletta. ‘I’'m confident
the Council will promote col-
laboration, governance, and
accountability this legislative
session.’

“I am excited for what’s to
come for our city, and believe
that our collective work can
transform our beloved city
into one where every person
feels honored, safe, housed,
and healthy.” said Louijuene.
“T am hopeful, and I am grate-
ful, because the only way we
get through, the only way we

thrive, the only way we push
forward, is together.”

“Councilor Louijeune has
shown she knows how to build
bridges to address issues
that impact all Boston resi-
dents from tackling crucial
city services to spearhead-
ing initiatives that create
more affordable housing and
uplift our most underserved
communities’ said District 4
Councilor Brian Worrell. ‘I
am proud to support her as
our next Council President in
my capacity as Council Vice
President and look forward to
partnering with her and all of
our colleagues to deliver for
our City.

There is additional signif-
icance to the swearing in, as
January 1st also celebrates
Haitian Independence Day,
the most important holiday
in the Haitian community.
On January 1, Haitians cele-
brate their role in history as
the first free Black republic

MOUNT PLEASANT HOME

W R

Since 1901

Qualitg, Affordable Residential Care for Seniors 62+

« Private bedrooms with full bath

o 24-hour personal care assistance

« Medication administration

L) Home-stgle meals dailg

. Launclrg and housekecping services
o Leisure and wellness activities

. Lovclg common areas

« 100% accessible

NO entrance fee
income or asset
restrictions!

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain

www.MountP]easantHomc.org
617-522-7600

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN
THE JAMAICA PLAIN GAZETTE?

Give Us a Call!!

617-524-7662

in the Western hemisphere
and the only country in the
world founded from a slave
revolt. Boston is home to the
third largest Haitian diaspo-
ra in the country.

As Louijeune was sworn
in, the chambers filled with
family, friends, and loved
ones dawned in red and blue,
celebrating both Haitian In-
dependence Day and her his-
tory-making appointment.

In her first speech as coun-
cil president, Louijeune out-
lined a vision for the city of
Boston that addresses his-
toric inequities while envi-
sioning a future that wel-
comes everyone to the table.
From addressing barriers to
homeownership, to creating
stronger models for waste
collection in all of our neigh-
borhoods, to ensuring that
every BPS student has the
tools they need to reach their
full potential, and working
with our unions to make sure
that Boston is a city that
continues to put people before
profit.

Louijeune recognized and
offered flowers to her prede-
cessor, Ed Flynn, who served

as president during her first
term in office. She also wel-
comed new colleagues En-
rique Pepen, John Fitzger-
ald, Henry Santana, and Ben
Weber.

During Louijeune’s first
term, she met the moment
with passion, work ethic, and
deep love for Boston. She
successfully led the council
through the tumultuous re-
districting process, passing
a map that met standards
set by a federal court order.
As Chair of the Committee
on Civil Rights and Immi-
grant Advancement, she
pushed for additions in the
budget, securing funds for
fair housing testers, a mu-
nicipal wage study, expand-
ing the Office of Returning
Citizens, increased housing
support for vulnerable pop-
ulations, and initiatives for
affordable homeownership.
She has been an advocate
for legalizing beekeeping
citywide, increasing the fre-
quency of trash pickup for
cleaner streets, and active-
ly works to bridge gaps and
distribute resources to every
neighborhood.

Boston City Councilor At-
Large Ruthzee Louijeune.

As president, Louijeune
is committed to building on
her previous work, while up-
lifting the issues that her
colleagues hold dearly.

“One thing to know about
me is that I unequivocally
reject any zero-sum mentali-
ty that suggests that for one
group to succeed, another
must lose,” Louijeune stated.

The newly-sworn in council
is a profound representation
of the vibrancy and diversity
that makes up Boston. Loui-
jeune is hopeful that during
her tenure, this body will em-
brace different perspectives
and lived experiences, while
also acting as a strong col-
lective voice for the people of
Boston.

CITY OFFICIALS TAKE OATH OF OFFICE

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY MIKE MEJIA
Mayor Michelle Wu administers the Oath of Office to members of the Boston City Council at
Faneuil Hall on January 1.
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HOME SERVICE GUIDE

PAINTING & CARPENTRY LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION LANDSCAPING

PAINTING

CARPENTRY

617-852-7409

Asbetos & Mold Issues?

INT.

JP resident

For a Licensed
Inspector Call Neal
617-593-1664

JBEB

Asbestos
\ ]

neal@nealcoinspects.com

Over 25 Years of Experienge!

ROOF REPAIR

g .

ROooF REPAIRS

Gutters a Roofing a Skylights

Alexander Doyle

617-522-6116
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
Free Estimates
CSL. 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

n%‘

Karem Plumbin

Plumbing, heating & gas work NZO
No job too small Free estimates Call for
(617) 361-6532 : LANDSCAPING & .
Licensed & Insured Estimates
Member Better Business Bureau  Mass lic # 9290 CONSTRUCTION, INC.
* Landscape maintenance
HOME IMPROVEMENT « Hydroseeding * Fence installation
PO Thomas Murray Home Improvement * Seed * Sod * Paving
".i”l Carpentry « Painting + General Home Repairs * Tree service 617-590-2510
W= ( Interior & Exterior ) &o}r‘nen;izr:'ﬁial FULLY INSURED
Licensed Contract - ; .
la??rcs (;3;18;‘; )Or (617) 549-6029 Free estimates + Free estimates & BONDED
ADRENALINE
RUSH!

4@y earthen
>
¢ stoneworks

Design and Construction

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works

Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

LICENSED, INSURED W

IN COMM OF MASS
Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities
DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND

. CPTED PRACTITIONER WITH A GREENER
+ . APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

AT 781-727-3694

ROOF REPAIR

ROOF LEAKING?

* Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 + Ice & Snow Removal
Asphault Shingles * Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds
* Gutters - Downspouts * Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Senior & Vets Family owneg g
20% (617) 888-8058 , operaied
piscount Years in businesg

Licenced Free Estimates  Insured

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION |

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and
odd job services.
20+ years of experience.

Woodworking
class

No experience needed

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

Michael

Keohane

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

SULA\VALLEY

Additions  kitchens bathrooms
New construction - General remodeling

617-981-9456

60 Amory St, Boston, MA 02119 info@sulavalley.com
Res. Comm. Insured Licenses: HIC 185545 CS-113672

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years
experience. Honest & affordable. No job
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS!
Ask about our
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.
Cynthia “Kare” Shephard
617-930-0582(cel1) ® karespainting@aol.com

HANDYMAN

7 ACE HANDYMAN

Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,

A carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.
Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.

~  Call Phil at 617-279-9815

Advertiseinthe Guide 617-524-7662

You’ll also get career training
and money for college. If you’re
ready for the excitement, join
the Army National Guard today.

1-800-GO-GUARD * www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com

SRR

\

EMERGENCY
ALL BLOOD

IYPES INEEDED.

Give now.
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EDITORIAL

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
never gave up

For those of a certain age, it is hard to imagine that 2024 will
mark 56 years since the assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. in Memphis while he was standing on the balcony of the
Lorraine Motel on April 4, 1968. Recalling how we felt when he first
heard the news of Dr. King's murder still brings chills and a deep
sense of sadness that never has subsided.

For those who are too young to have been alive in that era of
American history, there are a few things that everyone should know
about Dr. King that should provide inspiration to all of us.

First, Dr. King was fearless. He knew from the inception of his rise
to prominence of the Civil Rights movement that he would become
a target for those who opposed change. Yet, even though he often
told others that he believed his death would be imminent, he did not
relent in his fight to continue his work in the civil rights movement.

Second, Dr. King stood for the rights of all Americans, not merely
those of color. He was in Memphis working with striking sanitation
workers, whose pay and working conditions he was seeking to help
improve. He was an outspoken critic of the Vietnam War because he
knew it to be an unjust war, not only for poor Americans who could
not get a college deferment for the draft, but also for the people of
Vietnam, whose homeland was being bombed into oblivion at great
profit for the American military-industrial complex.

If Dr. King were alive in the present era, there is no doubt that he
would have been in the forefront of the Black Lives Matter movement
that has highlighted the ongoing racism and economic inequality
that oppresses Americans of all races today.

Dr. King's words ring as true today as they did two generations
ago; his “I Have A Dream” and “I've Been to the Mountaintop”
speeches are among the most powerful not only in American history,
but in all of Western civilization.

All of us should learn from the example set by Dr. King that in
each of us is the power to change the world -- that each of us has
the capacity to inspire others, whether through our words or deeds,
whether on a small or large scale, to make the world a better place.

Many of our fellow citizens have followed the path set by Dr. King
and many more will do so in the years ahead. So as we celebrate
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day this Monday, let us recall not only
his memory and the many things that he accomplished, but let us
also resolve never to give in to the forces of intolerance, prejudice,
and hate that continue to plague our country and the world today.

Please write...

The Gazette welcomes letters to the editor. Word
limit: 500. Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week
before publication. Letters may be emailed to

letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. Please include
address and telephone number for verification

purposes. Anonymous letters will not be
published. More information: 617-524-7662

BAAF’s Champion Reception in March

The Boston Arts Academy
Foundation (BAAF), an indepen-
dent 501(c)(3) charitable non-
profit organization that raises
essential funds to augment the
Boston Arts Academy budget, has
announced that Hector Pifia and
Dr. Aisha Miller will be honored
with the prestigious Champion
Award at the 2024 Boston Arts
Academy Foundation Champi-
on Reception on March 21. The
event will take place at the iconic
House of Blues in Fenway on
Lansdowne Street and will be
followed by the opening night of
the all-student-led performance
of Simply The Best! The Life and
Legacy of Tina Turner as told
through song and dance. This
year’s event will be chaired by
Dylan Leavitt, founder of Studio
Dylan.

The Champion Reception
is one of several annual Bos-
ton Arts Academy Foundation
events that raise critical funds
for Boston Arts Academy. The
money raised helps provide arts
programming and life-changing
opportunities for students that
would be otherwise unavail-
able to them. Each year, the
Champion Award is presented to
members of the community who
embody the school’s commitment
to the arts, scholarship, and citi-
zenship. Previous BAAF Cham-
pion Award honorees include
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, for-
mer First Lady of Massachusetts
Diane Patrick, former Boston
Mayors, Kim Janey and Martin
J. Walsh, Congresswoman Ayan-
na Pressley, Massachusetts Gov-
ernor Maura Healey, and former
Governor Charlie Baker.

“We are thrilled to recognize
two exemplary civic leaders who
have worked tirelessly to impact
the residents of the City of Bos-
ton,” said Boston Arts Academy
Foundation President and CEO
Denella J. Clark. “Hector and
Aisha represent our students in
so many ways, and truly are ser-
vant leaders. Their passion and
love for young people, education,
and the arts are what our Cham-
pions award hopes to recognize.”

Originally from the Domini-
can Republic, Hector Pifia is the
CEO and President of Tres Islas
Group Corporation and a com-
munity leader known for revolu-
tionizing Boston’s culinary scene.
Hector and his wife, Nivia Pina,
have launched several acclaimed
eateries including Merengue,

Vejigantes, Dona Habana, and
Cilantro Latin Kitchen, earning
national recognition for their
Dominican, Puerto Rican, and
Cuban cuisines. Committed to
community involvement, Hector
actively serves on Boston Arts
Academy Foundation’s Board of
Directors and has received nu-
merous awards for his leadership
and impact on Boston’s Latino
community.

Dr. Aisha Miller is currently
the Vice President of Permitting,
Community, and Corporate En-
gagement at Related Beal. Dr.
Miller has a diverse professional
background, including serving as
Boston’s Chief of Civic Engage-
ment and holding positions in
the Boston Inspectional Services
Department. In addition, she has
worked as a Suffolk County Pro-
bation Officer, was the Regional
Steward for Suffolk County Pro-
bation Officers, and has served
as an aide to political figures.
Dr. Miller has received numer-
ous leadership and community
service awards, most recently the
2023 Girls’ LEAP Empowerment
Champion Award.

Event Chair Dylan Leavitt
is a member of the Boston Arts
Academy Foundation’s Adviso-
ry Council. Leavitt is passion-
ate about building community

through education, arts, and
culture. Leavitt founded Stu-
dio Dylan, a boutique produc-
tion company, in 2018, and has
served as a producer for PBS
national television programs
including “Antiques Roadshow”
and “Lidia Celebrates America.”
She has also curated films at the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston,
and Telluride Film Festival.

“We are grateful to be working
with Dylan on our Champions
Reception,” said Clark. “Dylan is
a fresh, young creative force, and
we are excited to be partnering
with her on this event.”

After the reception, guests
are invited to enjoy the opening
night of Simply The Best! The
Life and Legacy of Tina Turn-
er, an entirely student-run pro-
duction that will feature work
and appearances from all five
core arts majors at Boston Arts
Academy. The show was chosen
by the students because of its
themes of female empowerment
and resilience.

Tickets to the Champion Re-
ception and opening night of
Simply The Best! are available
for $125, while a ticket for all
other performances is $25. Pro-
ceeds from the event will direct-

Continued on page 15
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Local youths paint iconic “K” signs at Fenway Park for the 2024 season with The BASE and Boston K Men

Jamaica Plain resident Yag-
er Velarde was part of special
group of youth from The BASE
who painted iconic “K” signs at
Fenway Park with the Boston
K Men. The newly painted “K”
signs will be posted above the
Green Monster by the K Men ev-
ery time the Red Sox ace pitcher
strikes out a batter next season.
The “K” painting event was part
of a holiday fundraiser the K
Men are holding to support The
BASE, selling limited edition
t-shirts and hats with 100 per-

cent of proceeds benefitting the
Roxbury non-profit at www.bos-
tonkmen.org.

The BASE is a Roxbury-based
nonprofit that leverages the
power and passion of sports to
transform lives of urban youths,
providing pathways to higher
education and careers for stu-
dent-athletes. It operates a
premier urban youth academy
that offers exceptional athletic
training and competition com-
bined with academic and career
support.
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Boston Arts

Continued from page 14

ly support BAA’s arts program-
ming. For more information
about sponsorships and to pur-
chase tickets for all performanc-
es of Simply The Best!, visit
https://bostonartsacademy.org/
foundation/event/champion-re-
ception-2024

Boston Arts Academy Foun-
dation, an independent 501(c)
(8) nonprofit organization, was
established in 1999 to raise es-

— CLASSIFIEDS

sential funds for Boston Arts
Academy, the city’s only public
high school for the visual and
performing arts. Each year Bos-
ton Arts Academy Foundation
must bridge the gap between the
school’s allocation from Boston
Public Schools and the true cost
of a high-quality education that
is both arts-intensive and col-
lege preparatory. Support from
foundations, corporations, and
individual donors is crucial to
the school’s ability to offer a com-
prehensive arts and academic
education.

Shown (L to R): The BASE youth Luis Amgel of Hyde Park, Adrian Baez of Dorchester, Angel
Gomez Gustavo of Roxbury, Jael De Leon of Holbrook, Carlos Francisco of Dorchester,
Yowelfri Guerrero of Mission Hill, Yana Guerrero of Mission Hill, Justin Arias of Dorchester,
Yager Velarde of Jamaica Plain, Yomar Cabrera of Chelsea and Jolty Diaz of the South End
hold up a newly painted “K” sign that will be posted on the Green Monster by the Boston K
Men next season.

LEGAL NOTICE MA be appointed as Personal
COMMONWEALTH Representative(s) of said estate to
OF MASSACHUSETTS serve With Personal Surety on the
THE TRIAL COURT hond in unsupervised adminis-
PROBATE AND tration.
FAMILY COURT IMPORTANT NOTICE

Suffolk Probate You have the right to obtain a
and Family Court copy of the Petition from the Peti-
24 New Chardon St. tioner or at the Court. You have a
Boston, MA 02114 right to object fo this proceeding.
(617)788-8300 To do so, you or your attorney
(ITATION ON must file a written appearance
PETITION FOR and objection at this Court before:
FORMAL 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
ADJUDICATION 02/01,/2024.
Docket No. This is NOT a hearing date, but a
SU23P2790EA deadline by which you must file a
Estate of: written appearance and objection
Charles M. if you object to this proceeding. If
Conti you fail to file a timely written ap-
Also Known As: pearance and objection followed
Charles Conti by an affidavit of objections within
Date of Death thirty (30) days of the return
09/05/2023 day, action may be taken without
To all interested persons: further notice to you.
A Petition for Formal Adjudication ~ UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
of Infestacy and Appointment UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS

of Personal Representative has
been filed by Melanie Eresian of
Shrewshury, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other

relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Melanie Eresian of Shrewshury,

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPCiin an
unsupervised administration is
not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court.
Persons interested in the estate
are enfitled fo nofice regarding
the administration directly from

the Personal Representative and
may pefition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: December 21, 2023
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.

Register of Probate
1/12/24
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF
COMPLETE
SETTLEMENT
Docket No.
SU23P0605EA
Estate of:

George W.
Fifield
Date of Death:

11/12/2022

A Petition for Order of Complete
Settlement has been filed by
John Fifield of Shelter Island, NY
requesting that the court enter a
formal Decree of Complete Set-
tlement including the allowance
of a final account, First and Final
and other such relief as may be
requested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a
copy of the Petition from the Peti-
tioner or at the Court. You have a
right to object fo this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before
10:00 a.m. on 01/25/2024.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline by which you must file a
written appearance and objection
if you object to this proceeding. If
you fail to file a written appear-
ance and objection followed by
an Affidavit of Objections within
thirty (30) days of the return
date, action may be taken without
further nofice to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: December 19, 2023
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.,

Register of Probate
1/12/24
P

SERVICES

David at kNURD on Kall:com can
help with PC computers, networks,
audio/video/multimedia, phone
solutions. $Reasonable$. House
calls. 617-676-5676.

HOME CLEANING
SERVICE

Home Cleaning: Have your home
sparkling! I'm consistent, reliable,
flexible. References. Vivi@ 857-
318-22076

CLASSIFIED INFO:

Mail your ad to Gazette Publications, Inc.,
PO. Box 3011122, JP, MA 02130.
Or email it to classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.
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Crty Paws

A dog for all seasons

By PenNy & Ep CHERUBINO

Some dogs enjoy our change-
able New England weather. They
are adaptable and happy to go
out and explore as long as they
are with you. Others are happier
basking in the warm sun on a
beach or frolicking in the snow
in winter.

Did you ever consider that
your relationship with weather
conditions should influence your
choice of dog? If you hate the
cold, ice, and snow, a high-energy
dog who needs a lot of exercise
any time of the year might be
difficult. On the other hand, if
you love the summer and want
to take long dog walks on sunny
days, a flat-faced dog like a Bull-
dog might have breathing prob-
lems trying to keep up with you.

Origins Make a Difference

The seasonality of a dog de-
pends, in part, on genetics and
breeding. A dog’s body, tail, coat,
and personality depend on the
work humans refined the breed

to perform. Among the best ex-
amples of this are sled dogs. A
clue to the weather adaptation
of the Alaskan Malamute and
Siberian Husky is in their name
and their work. They originated
in cold places to pull sleds.

The American Kennel Club
(AKC) points out the necessary
qualities of a sled dog. “One of
the most important is good feet.
Long-distance races are tough on
a dog’s body, and the feet bear
the brunt of the work.” AKC
continues, “A healthy appetite
and a thick coat are also im-
portant. Picky eaters might not
take in the necessary calories
on the trail, which reduces their
performance ability. A healthy
coat with a thick undercoat helps
keep a dog warm and protected
from the elements and preserves
those essential calories.”

However, while genes are one
factor, within breeds, you’ll find
dogs who adapt to seasons in far
different ways. Our first West-
ie, Sassy, loved basking in the
sun. Number two, Maggie Mae,

adapted to any season as long as
she could be outside socializing,
whereas Poppy loves playing in
the snow.

Adaptations Can Help

We can help a dog adapt to our
seasonal conditions. In winter,
if you have a short-haired dog
who needs a lot of exercise, like a
greyhound, you must protect her
from the cold and wet. Friends
with a former racing dog use a
layered coat system for winter
walks. It has a thin layer for cool
days, a thicker layer with a snood
to keep her ears and neck warm
on cold days, and a rain jacket
that fits over either or both for
wet days.

Aside from adaptive clothing,
you can vary the time of your
exercise walks. Take that husky
out anytime in winter but in the
coolest hours in summer.

Age and Health
Other adaptations are for age
and health. You may have specif-
ic exercise directions from your

AKC says forasleddog, “A healthy coat with a thick undercoat
helps keep a dog warm and protected from the elements and
preserves those essential calories.” (Photo: Getty Images.)

veterinarian for a dog with a
specific medical condition. Ask
about this on your next vet visit,
especially if you and your dog
have moved here from an area
with very different weather.
Carriers and strollers can
make longer walks possible for
dogs with injuries, health condi-
tions, and as they age. Years ago,
friends with an aging Airdale
bought her a little red wagon to

transport her to a favorite park.
Recently, we spotted a gentle-
man pushing his Bulldog in a
low-to-ground stroller. It enabled
the big boy to step in and out by
himself, a perfect adaptation for
both the dog and the guardian.

Do you have a question or topic
for City Paws? Send an email
to Penny@BostonZest.com with
your request.

JP Licks
659 Center St.

Jamaicaway Books
676 Center St.

JP Realty
7 Harris St.

Apartment Building
45 Burnett St.

Cooperative Bank
Washington St.

JP Seafood
730 Center St.

Unlimited Realty
673 Centre St.

Happy Market
128 South St.

Blanchards
741 Center St.

Dunkin Donuts
755 Center St.

Bofa
677 Center St.

Eastern Bank
Center St.

Cvs
704 Center St.

Ace Hardware
656 Center St.

True Value
698 Center St.

City Feed
672 Center St.

East Boston Bank
Center St.

Cvs
Center St.

Mspca
350 S. Huntington St.

Stop & Shop
Center St.

Building
11 Perkins St.

Bank of America
Center St.

Dunkin Donut
Center St.

Latino Restaurant
304 Center St.

Freddy Market
302 Center St.

Kappys Pizza
304 Center St.

Square Market
331 Center St.

Rizzos Piza
347 Center St.

Martial Academy
363 Center St.

Tropical Market
371 Center St.

Cvs
Center St.

Laundromat
270center St.

Camillo Liquor
280 Center St.

Check Cash
282 Center St

Jamaica Laundry
410 Center St.

Zestos Pizza
460 Center St.

Evergreen Café
154 Green St.

Clean Getaway
540 Center St.

The Forbes Building
545 Center St.

Gentle Dental
612 Center St.

Health Center
640 Center St.

JamaricaAa PrLAiIN GAZETTE PAPER LOCATIONS

564 Center St.

Smoke Shop
566 Center St.

The Purple Cactus
674 Center St.

633 Centert St.

Polkadog Bakery
44 South St.

Fiore Bakery
55 South St.

Italian Pizza
172 South St.

Metro Mark Apt.
3615 Washington St.

Metro Mark Apt.
3611 Washington St.

Rosmore Landry
Washington St.

Bradddock Café

3484 Washington
St.

Bmc Market

3390 Washington St.

Ruggiores Market
3345 Washington St.

Brookside Community
3297 Washington St.

JP Apts.
3200washington St.

Papis Market
3145 Washington St.

Ymeca
3134 Washington St.

10 Store
3122 Washington St.

Chancy Liquor
Washington St.

Praviana
3093 Washington St.

Egleston Pizza
308 Washington St.

Santander Bank
Columbus
& Washington

Landromax
Washington & Columbus

Walgreen
Columbus

Academy Market
1580 Columbus

Goddard House
201 Huntington St.

Mt. Pleasant House
301 Huntington St.

House
135 Huntington St.




