
By AdAm Swift

 At last week’s Egleston 
Square Neighborhood Associa-
tion meeting, police officers from 
Jamaica Plain’s E13 district up-
dated members on several crimes 
that happened over the previous 
month.

ESNA members also raised con-
cerns about the warming sum-
mer months and an increase of 
people loitering in the square.
Officer Orlando Cepeda said 
there was a stabbing at 380 
Washington St. on May 10 where 
the victim walked into Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital. Cepeda 

said the stabbing was the result 
of the attempted theft of the 
victim’s cellphone.
Cepeda said the suspect was later 
stopped near the Egleston House 
of Pizza and identified by the 
suspect. The man was charged 

Shortly before 2 p.m. on June 12, the 
graduates strolled from the school 
on Child Street to the side lawn 
of the Loring-Greenough estate 
on South Street the graduation 
ceremony.  Welcoming all and 
introducing speakers was head of 
school Dania Vazquez.  Diplomas 
were presented to 56 graduates.  

Shown above, Valedictorian  
Adrian Brea-McGovern and co-
salutatorians Yariel  Cordero 
Sanchez and Mergid Abreu Ramirez.

Shown left, Franklin Medal award
winners are Yonarvi Batista Suero 
and Wilmayris Arias Sanz.
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 CELEBRATING 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY AT 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB

The Brendan Behan Pub was a sought-after destination 
to celebrate St Patrick’s Day with some Guinness, good 
friends, and good times. Pictured above, Ruairi Scott, 
Conor Magee, Chris Losty, and Cormac Eastwood came
over from Ireland to see how we celebrate St Patrick’s 
Day in Boston.  Right, aspiring actor Carly Calbreath 
reads Secrets Of Voiceover Secrets in the back patio. 
Below, a look at Brendan Behan Pub on St Patrick’s Day. 
See Pages 10 and 11 for more photos.

Staff RepoRt

The Housing and Development
Committee (HDC) of the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council
(JPNC) held a regular monthly
meeting this past Tuesday.

Chairperson Renee Stacey
Welch and the committee and
community members who were
in attendance took up a number
of issues.

The committee initially elected
new members to fill its vacant
seats. The JPNC’s by-laws pro-

vide that each of its sub-commit-
tees may have five members who
are members of the full JPNC and
10 who are community members.

There were four candidates,
Danielle Sommer, Lorenzo Bar-
toloni, Omer Hecht, and Peter
DeCotis, all of whom are mem-
bers of the full JPNC, for the two
open seats for JPNC members.

After each presented the rea-
sons why they desired to serve

Special to the Gazette

Last Saturday afternoon,
friends and family gathered at
the Loring Greenough House to
celebrate the Life and Service of
long-time Jamaica Plain resident
Karen Wepsic, who passed away
on October 15, 2022.

The Invocation and Benedic-
tion were given by Rev. Ashlee
Wiest-Laird of the First Baptist
Church.  Other speakers who
spoke were from the Footlight
Club, MIT Sailing, Fenway Gar-
den Society, Peterborough Senior
Center, the Jamaica Pond As-
sociation, and the Mission Hill
and Fenway/South End neigh-
borhoods.

The following is taken from
the memorial booklet that was
available:

 Karen Wepsic was born 1938,
the only child of parents Nils
Okland (sea captain) and Sof-

ie Okland of Norway; Raised in
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, Elementary
school PS104, Karen maintained
a “Victory Garden” in Brooklyn,
an activity she would carry with

JPNC Housing Committee elects 
three new members; hears of plans
for 1822 Arboretum Rd. project

Residents gather to celebrate 
the life of Karen Wepsic

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 7
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The program from the service.
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JPNC holds 
monthly meeting

ESNA gets update on local crime
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By GAzette StAff

 The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) held its reg-
ular monthly meeting on Tues-
day, May 28, via Zoom. Chair Re-
nee Stacey Welch presided over 
the session that was attended 
by State Rep. Sam Montano and 
Caroline Peters, the liaison to 
Jamaica Plain from the mayor's 
office. 
 JPNC members in attendance 
were vice-chair Bernard Doherty, 
at-large members Purple Reign, 
Sarah Freeman, Michael Reis-
kind, and David Baron; Area A  

members Willie Mitchell, Peter 
DeCotis, Esther Beillard, and 
Danielle Sommer-Kieta; Area 
B member Lorenzo Bartoloni; 
and Area C members Peg Pre-
ble, Katherine O'Shea, and Gert 
Thorn.
 Preble shared at the start of
the meeting that she is stepping
down from her position on the
council, though she would be 
staying on as a Community Mem-
ber of the Zoning Committee.
 Doherty also stated at the 
outset that he was "happy to see" 

MAYOR'S OFFICE PHOTO BY MIKE MEJIA

Mayor Michelle Wu's Coffee Hour Series stopped by Jamaica 
Plain in May. See more photos from the event on Pages 8-9.

MAYOR'S COFFEE HOUR AT 
MOTZART PARK

Continued on page 3
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BUYING OR SELLING 
REAL ESTATE?  

ROBERT A. LUCIANO
REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY 

617-930-0615 
bob@lucianolaw.com

Village Works
769 Centre St, Jamaica Plain

Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

Barbara Rhodes
August 8,1956—May 21, 2024

  Obituary

 Barbara Rhodes, a Children’s 
Librarian for the Boston Public 
Libraries for over 40 years, who 
brought a love of books and sto-
ries to innumerable children and 
their families during her tenure, 
passed away on May 21.
 The beloved Children’s Li-
brarian at Boston Public Li-
brary’s busy Jamaica Plain 
branch for more than 30 years, 
she also served at the Field’s 
Corner, East Boston, and Cen-
tral branches inspiring a deep 
love of reading and literacy in 
a community comprising thou-
sands of young scholars. Barbara 
impacted many lives through her 
work, her generosity, and her 
unwavering curiosity about the 
world. Creating a children’s com-
ponent for nearly every library 
event, she brought a broad se-
lection of speakers, storytellers, 
artists and performers to the li-
brary. She dedicated her time to 
building personal relationships 
with all of the children and par-
ents who entered the children’s 
room.
 Barbara was an Advisory 
Board member of JP Reads, a 
community-building initiative 
to explore an individual book 
through a range of program-
ming, including readings and 
book groups. She enlisted the 
other librarians at her branch to 
join JP Reads and created all the 
children’s programming, provid-
ing creative input at every step 
and single-handedly elevated 
the quality of the overall project.
 Expanding the Library’s pro-
gramming to engage with BIPOC 
and LGBTQ+ youth, she brought 
the Boston-based social justice 
group Wee the People, among 
others, to the library. She creat-
ed special programming for her 
weekly Preschool Story times, 
Kids Club, and the JP homes 
schooling community.
 Additionally, during COVID 
closures, Barbara put together 
“crafts-to-go” kits and individu-
alized book packs for neighbor-
hood children so that they could 
have books to read and activities 
to do at home while they couldn’t 
come to the library in person. In 
2023, she was the recipient of a 
much-deserved Shattuck Public 
Service Award for her four de-

cades of inspiring young readers 
in Boston.
 Barbara loved being outside 
in nature — kayaking, hiking, 
biking or walking along beaches 
in Wellfleet/Truro, Maine, and 
Barbados. Her muffins, blueber-
ry crisp, and rhubarb pie are 
legendary.
 She leaves her husband, 
Wayne Rhodes and daughter, 
Emma Rhodes, along with myr-
iad family, neighbors, friends, 
colleagues, and community 
members who will sorely miss 
her vibrant and loving spirit. 
She brought joy into the lives of 
everyone who knew her.
 Contributions in her memo-
ry can be made to the Barbara 
Rhodes Children’s Collection En-
dowment Fund at www.bplfund.
org/give. (Please check the box 
that says I would like to dedi-
cate this gift and add Barabara 
Rhodes’ name)

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

with assault with a knife, assault 
and battery with injuries, and 
several other charges, according 
to Cepeda.
 On May 22, Cepeda said there 
was an incident that started in-
volving a shooting in Roxbury 
where the suspects were later 
arrested in Jamaica Plain.
 The most recent event high-
lighted by Cepeda occurred on 
Saturday, June 1, where a person 
was stabbed in the fish market 

parking lot during an attempted 
robbery of a scooter.
 “The police arrived and 
helped the victim to the hospital 
right away,” said Cepeda.
 As of the ESNA meeting, 
Cepeda said that incident was 
still under investigation.
 ESNA chair Carolyn Royce 
noted that members were con-
cerned about an increase of peo-
ple loitering at the wall in Eg-
leston Square.
 “There’s basically a core group 
of people who stay the same, and 
it seems like now there are more 
people and new people and more 
activity,” said Royce.

 Cepeda said the department 
has kept a cruiser in the square 
to help increase visibility.
 There were also concerns 
raised about an increase of loi-
tering and suspicious activity 
around the St. Mary of the An-
gels church. Police officials said 
they would look into adding more 
directed patrols in the area to 
help ease the issues. They also 
stated that the police work with 
other local agencies to help direct 
people to the proper help they 
may need if they are homeless or 
have substance abuse or mental 
health issues.

Crime
Continued from page 1

MGH medical assistant from JP charged 
with indecent assault and battery
Special to the Gazette

A Mass General Hospital medi-
cal assistant from Jamaica Plain 
has been charged with indecent 
assault and battery after con-
ducting an unauthorized exam 
on a patient, according to Suffolk 
County District Attorney Kevin 
Hayden.
 Leonardo Hernandez, 29, 
was arraigned Monday in Bos-
ton Municipal Court Central on 
one count of indecent assault and 
battery on a person over 14. Her-
nandez was released on personal 
recognizance and ordered to stay 
away from the location of offense. 
He is due back in court July 24 
for a pre-trial hearing.
 Boston police on April 12 took 
a report regarding an incident 
that occurred at Mass General 
Dermatology. The victim said 
she had gone to the unit several 
weeks prior to seek medical at-
tention. When her physician ex-
ited the room there was a knock 
on the door accompanied by a 
man’s voice.  
 A man then entered the ex-

amination room, according to 
the Suffolk County District At-
torney’s office. The victim rec-
ognized the man from previous 
appointments.
 According to the DA’s office, 
the man, later identified as Her-
nandez, asked the victim if she 
would like to have a skin exam-
ination due to a possible condi-
tion on her foot. The victim said if 
the exam was necessary then she 
would like to have it. She hadn’t 
been informed of an additional 
exam but assumed the doctor 
had requested it.
 According to the DA’s office, 
Hernandez provided the victim 
with a hospital gown and left 
the room closing the door behind 
him. Hernandez then quickly 
re-entered the room before the 
victim had the opportunity to 
remove her clothes. Hernandez 
remained in the room as the vic-
tim removed her jeans and began 
examining her.
 The victim said Hernandez 
went down to the floor and start-
ed touching her right leg, run-
ning the tips of his fingers up 

her leg. Hernandez then raised 
her undergarment exposing her 
buttocks and repeated this on 
the left side. Hernandez advised 
the victim he was conducting a 
normal exam and that he would 
need to check her abdomen with 
both hands. 
 Hernandez then requested 
to see the victim’s breast.  The 
victim declined. Hernandez 
requested approximately four 
times to see the victim’s breast 
before attempting to pull down 
the victim’s hospital gown. Upon 
the victim’s repeated refusals 
Hernandez left the examination 
room, according to the district 
attorney.
 The following day, the victim 
contacted her doctor to ask if 
she had ordered any follow-up 
exams. The doctor told the vic-
tim that she hadn’t, and that 
this type of exam is not within 
Hernandez’s job description.
 “I commend this victim for 
speaking up when she deter-
mined that this situation was 

Continued on page 3
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that a recent loud music party 
was broken up promptly by the 
Boston Police Dept. and that 
seven persons were arrested.
 The council heard from its 
various committees. Reiskind 
presented the report of the Pub-
lic Service Committee's meeting 
on May 7. He said the committee 
discussed the proposed changes 
to the city's zoning ordinances, 
which Reiskind termed as "fairly 
innocuous," regarding cannabis 
dispensaries.
 Reiskind also reported that 
the JP business community is 
seeking to find a new tenant for 
the large space at 716 Centre 
St., where the longstanding Boo-
merangs second-hand clothing 
& furniture store that benefits 
AIDS treatment & prevention 
is closing. He said that among 
the suggestions for the re-use of 
the space is a marketplace-style 
format with multiple vendors.
 Baron presented the report 
of the Zoning Committee. He 
said that the committee took up 
four applications for variances 
at its meeting on May 15. He 
said that three of the matters 
were non-controversial and were 
approved unanimously by the 
Zoning Committee. However, the 
application for a variance from 
the rear-yard setback require-
ments at 23 Gay Head St., where 
the owner is seeking to add a 
shed dormer and a rear addi-
tion as part of a comprehensive 
renovation of a Queen Ann Vic-
torian to convert the house from 
a one-family to a two-family, 
met with some opposition from 
neighbors.
 Baron characterized the op-
position from neighbors as "all 
over the place," with some sug-
gesting that the addition will 
bring more vehicles and others 
stating that they did not like the 
look of the addition. However, a 
majority of the Zoning Commit-
tee approved the application by 

a vote of 7-4-1.
 One of the neighbors spoke to 
the JPNC to express her opposi-
tion, noting that the rear addi-
tion will alter the architectural 
integrity of the neighborhood, 
which she said has remained es-
sentially unchanged since 1895, 
and will interfere with the views 
of many neighbors. She also said 
that the addition will require 
that three trees be removed.
 After some discussion, the 
members approved the recom-
mendations of the Zoning Com-
mittee regarding all four prop-
erties. The owners still must go 
before the City of Boston Zoning 
Board of Appeals in order to ob-
tain their variances.
 O'Shea presented the report 
of the Outreach Committee. 
She said the principal discus-
sion at its May meeting centered 
around establishing the JPNC as 
a 501(c)(3) charitable organiza-
tion. However, she noted that the 
onerous requirements under the 

law may preclude the JPNC from 
moving forward on that issue.
 Sommer-Kieta raised the 
question of whether rodent con-
trol problems in the neighbor-
hood should come within the 
purview of the Outreach Com-
mittee, specifically with regard 
to conducting a survey of resi-
dents about the problem.
 Sommer-Kieta presented 
the report of the Housing and 
Development Committee. She 
said the group heard from the 
developer of a new project at 
140 Wachusett St. near Forest 
Hills. The project will entail re-
moving a single family home, 
which sits on a large parcel, 
on which the developer hopes 
to construct a 28-unit building 
consisting principally of studio 
and one-bedroom units. She said 
the committee urged the devel-
oper to provide more housing for 
families (2 and 3-bedroom units) 
and that the project provide 18 
percent affordable housing units, 

which would be more than the 13 
percent threshold that the city 
presently requires (that percent-
age will increase to 17 percent in 
the fall).
 Nick Chaves, the co-chair of 
the Parks and Open Space Com-
mittee, sent an email regarding 
a recent meeting with city offi-
cials regarding the controversial 
White Stadium project. The city 
is proposing that the long-for-
gotten and decaying stadium be 
renovated in order for the com-
ing Boston women's professional 
soccer team to be able to use it 
as its home field.
 Sue Cibulski from the Ar-
borway Garage Sub-Committee 
provided an update on the work 
of the sub-committee. She not-
ed that the MBTA has not yet 
responded to a letter from the 
JPNC regarding the JPNC's 
opposition to the T locating a 
150-car parking lot for T em-
ployees within the eight acres 
of land that has been designat-

ed for community development 
purposes since 2001 pursuant to 
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing. Cibulski requested that the 
JNPC send a follow-up letter.
 However, she also noted that 
the present state budget does not 
provide full funding for the new 
Arborway garage, which could 
further delay its construction 
beyond the hoped-for completion 
date of 2029. The new garage is 
an essential component of the 
T's planned electrification of its 
entire bus fleet, which has been 
ordered by the legislature to be 
accomplished by 2040. The new 
garage will house about 200 elec-
tric buses.
 The final piece of business for 
the meeting was the election of 
Caliga to fill one of the four open 
seats on the JPNC.
 Reiskind added a final note to 
inform the community that the 
city has approved grants of up to 
$700 for residents to hold Block 
Parties in their neighborhoods.

JPNC
Continued from page 1

34-68 South Street, JP
Shopping, food, music, & more!

#jpnitemarket

Alternating Thursdays

6:00 - 9:00 PM

June 27

July 11

July 25

Aug 8

Aug 22

Sept 5

just not right,” Hayden said. “All 
patients are entitled to safe and 
ethical treatment during their 
medical appointments.  Anyone 

jeopardizing a patient’s safety 
or abusing and exceeding their 
professional responsibilities will 
be held accountable.”
 A spokesperson from Mass 
General Hospital stated that the 
hospital was deeply troubled by 
the allegations and thankful to 
the patient for coming forward 

to ensure that the individual’s 
alleged misconduct was exposed. 
Hernandez was terminated by 
MGH and the hospital spokes-
person said the hospital is coop-
erating with the investigation.
The victims of any crime, in-
cluding domestic or sexual vi-
olence, should call 911 in an 

emergency.  SafeLink, a state-
wide DV hotline, can be reached 
at 877-785-2020.  SafeLink is 
answered by trained advocates 
24/7 in English, Spanish and 
Portuguese, as well as TTY at 
877-521-2601.  It also has the 
capacity to provide multilingual 
translation in more than 140 

languages. RAINN, the nation’s 
largest anti-sexual violence or-
ganization in partnership with 
more than 1,000 local sexual 
assault service providers across 
the country, can be reached at 
800-656-4673.

Assault
Continued from page 2
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PLEASE WRITE…
The Gazette welcomes letters to the editor. 

Word limit: 500. Deadline: Friday at 5 
p.m. one week before publication. 

Letters may be emailed to 
letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. 

Please include address and telephone number
 for verification purposes. 

Anonymous letters will not be published. 
More information: 617-524-7662

Cook up a new kitchen with us
Whether your style is modern, traditional, or 
somewhere in between, the Co-op at Boston Building 
Resources has the ingredients for a kitchen you’ll 
love. Our designers work with you to co-create a 
layout and find the best cabinetry, countertops, and 
fixtures for the way you live and cook.

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120  

BostonBuildingResources.com 
A consumer co-op, serving our members since 1978

ESNA raises some 
questions on White 
Stadium redevelopment
By AdAm Swift

 The members of the Egleston 
Square Neighborhood Associa-
tion had an informal discussion 
on the White Stadium renova-
tion plans at their monthly meet-
ing last week.
 During the meeting, mem-
bers agreed to send a list of 
questions and concerns to the 
project team, as well as to invite 
a member of the White Stadium 
Impact Advisory Group (IAG) to 
their July meeting to get more 
information and details on the 
latest changes to the plans.
 “Overall, I am very support-
ive of the project,” said ESNA 
member Dasha Mikic.
 However, Mikic said she was 
concerned that the latest itera-
tion of the plans no longer show 
tennis courts near the stadium. 
She said the original plans called 
for replacing the basketball and 
tennis courts behind the stadi-
um, but that the latest render-
ings showed only the basketball 
courts.
 “I think the White Stadium 
team has done a really great job 
advocating for everyone’s enjoy-
ment of the park and that (activ-
ities) will be increased and better 
and things won’t be lost,” said 
Mikic. “I’m feeling personally 
that (the removal of the tennis 
courts) will be a loss for me.”
 The redevelopment of White 
Stadium is a public-private part-
nership between the city and 
Boston Unity Soccer Partners. 
The private group is aiming to 
bring a women’s professional 
soccer team to the revamped 
stadium in 2026. The city has 
touted that the redeveloped sta-

dium will be a greater asset for 
Boston Public Schools athletics 
as well as the public that uses 
Franklin Park.
 ESNA Chair Carolyn Royce 
said she has been pleasantly 
surprised by how much response 
to concerns there has been from 
the project team and the city.
 “They have responded to a lot 
of things over time and actually 
made changes,” she said.
 Other members of the 
ESNA said they would like to 
see cleared documents showing 
how the renovated stadium will 
compare in size to the current 
stadium. There were also con-
cerns raised that there would 
be a huge impact on parking for 
people who want to visit Frank-
lin Park to take part in passive 
recreation.
 ESNA member Susan Prang-
er said she was also curious to 
see if there has been any input 
from Egleston Square business 
owners about the impact the 
stadium renovation will have on 
their businesses.
 “I think it is really critical 
that the merchants give this 
some thought and provide feed-
back,” she said.
 Royce summarized that some 
of the concerns and questions 
raised by the ESNA about the 
project included the size of the 
stadium proposal compared to 
the current stadium, informa-
tion on the number of trees that 
will be removed, community 
benefits, and any possible tree 
signage and infrastructure work 
for the business district.
 “I hope it all gets worked 
out, because I want to see that 
stadium get rebuilt,” said Royce.

Boston's new Auxiliary Bishop, Cristiano Barbosa visited St. Thomas Aquinas Church on 
Saturday, June 1 to celebrate the 4 p.m. Mass and administer the Sacrament of Confirmation 
to 14 youngsters and three adults.

BISHOP BARBOSA ADMINISTERS CONFIRMATION 
AT ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CHURCH

SpeciAl to the GAzette

 In celebration of Pride Month 
this June, Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Massachusetts (“Blue Cross”) 
is launching 100 rainbow-themed 
Bluebikes into Greater Boston’s 
bikeshare system to help drive 

awareness for LGBTQIA+ equal-
ity. The "Proud Bikes," available 
in both pedal and ebike formats, 
will be accessible throughout the 
system's 13 municipalities and 
will be showcased in the Boston 
Pride Parade on Saturday, June 
8. Blue Cross is the title sponsor 

of Bluebikes, which is owned by 
the municipalities and operated 
by Lyft.
 To reinforce its support for 
the LGBTQIA+ community, Blue 
Cross will donate $1 to Fenway 

Blue Cross unveils 100 Proud Bluebikes

Continued on page 5
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Health for every ride taken on 
a Pride-themed pedal or ebike 
in June*. Fenway Health, a 
longtime partner of Blue Cross, 
is dedicated to enhancing the 
health and wellbeing of the 
LGBTQIA+ community and all 
diverse communities through 
innovative, equitable, and ac-
cessible health care, supportive 
services, and transformative re-
search and education.
 “Blue Cross is deeply com-
mitted to building a health care 
ecosystem centered on diversity 
and inclusivity,” stated Jeff Bel-
lows, vice president of corporate 
citizenship and public affairs 
at Blue Cross. "As we reintro-
duce our 'Proud Bikes’ into the 
Bluebikes system for the fifth 
year in a row, we are thrilled to 
support communities coming to-
gether to champion LGBTQIA+ 
rights. This initiative enhances 
the visibility of this important 
movement and actively contrib-
utes to Fenway Health's cru-
cial work in ensuring equitable 
health care access and gender 
affirming care."
 “We are grateful for Blue 
Cross’ steadfast commitment 
to the health and prosperity of 
the LGBTQIA+ community in 
Boston,” said Adrianna Boulin, 
Fenway Health Director of Racial 
Equity, Social Justice & Commu-
nity Engagement. "Blue Cross re-
mains a pivotal supporter of our 
essential healthcare, education-
al, and advocacy efforts. As we 
commemorate Pride Month, we 
hope everyone will demonstrate 

their solidarity and support for 
the LGBTQIA+ community by 
hopping on a ‘Proud Bike’ during 
this celebratory month."
 Blue Cross has served as 
Bluebikes’ title sponsor since 
May 2018 and remains commit-
ted to supporting and extending 
public bike sharing in Greater 
Boston as a safe, sustainable and 
accessible public transportation 
option through its partnership 
with the municipal owners of 
Bluebikes and Lyft. In the six 
years of Blue Cross’ sponsorship, 
the system has doubled in size, 
adding more than 200 stations, 
400 pedal bikes and, most recent-
ly, 750 next-generation ebikes 
to its fleet. Last December, Blue 
Cross announced its title spon-
sorship extension through 2031. 
 *Blue Cross will donate $1 up 
to $10,000 for every ride taken on 
a Blue Cross “Proud Bike” from 
June 1 - June 30, 2024.
 Bluebikes is public transpor-
tation by bike. The system is mu-
nicipally owned by thirteen cities 
and towns in eastern Massachu-
setts, jointly managed by the Cit-
ies of Boston, Cambridge, Ever-
ett, and Somerville and the Town 
of Brookline, and operated under 
contract by Lyft. Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts is the 
system’s title sponsor. Riders can 
find approximately 475 stations 
and 4,000 bikes, including ebikes, 
across the thirteen municipali-
ties: Arlington, Boston, Brook-
line, Cambridge, Chelsea, Ever-
ett, Medford, Malden, Newton, 
Revere, Salem, Somerville, and 
Watertown. Since 2011, riders 
have taken more than 22 million 
trips on Bluebikes. For more in-
formation about Bluebikes, visit 
bluebikes.com.

Bluebikes
Continued from page 4
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Nativity Prep, an all boys school for Grades 5-8 near Jackson Square held graduation for the 
Class of 2024 on Sunday, June 9 at Boston College High School.  Diplomas were presented 
to nine boys: Jorge G. Arias, Angel B. Brea, Daniel Erhunmwunse, Mettis C. Jacobs, Christ R. 
Louis, Luis A. Menjivar, Josiah A. Philips, Malik C. Smith, Adonay G. Tesfaye.

NATIVITY PREP SCHOOL GRADUATES NINE
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By Penny & ed CheruBino

 We may be in the Northeast, 
but summers in Greater Boston 
are growing hotter by the year. 
As pet guardians, we must be 
aware of the dangers to our crit-
ters when the temperatures rise.

“Walkin’ On The Sidewalk, 
Hotter Than a Match Head”
 Anyone who has walked bare-
foot to a car in a beach parking 
lot can attest to just how hot 
asphalt can be. Think of this 
when you’re walking your dog. 
Put your hand palm down on 
the surface and decide if it’s safe 

for your dog. Also, consider how 
close a small dog’s body is to 
that heat source. And be sure to 
check paws for burns if your dog 
is licking or limping this time of 
year.  

“Cool Town, Evening in  
The City”

 Some dogs need a lot of ex-
ercise, even in the heat. If you 
have one of these athletes on 
the end of your leash, take those 
long walks or runs early in the 
morning or after dark. Mid-day 
heat may be too much for even a 
healthy dog. Canine companions 
can push themselves into the 

danger zone to please us. Dogs 
are stoic and may not show dis-
tress until it’s too late.

“Doesn’t Seem to Be a  
Shadow in The City”

 A park bench under a shady 
tree is the perfect place to take a 
break on your daily walk. After 
sitting in the shade and drinking 
water, you’ll hear a difference in 
your dog’s panting. Our Westie, 
Poppy, is now a senior dog. In 
summer, this may call for short-
er walks and longer rests. She 
still needs daily exercise, but we 
must ensure she does not become 
overheated.

Overheated Danger Signs!
 The MSPCA experts list the 
signs you can use to determine 
if a dog or cat is in danger from 
heat, such as heavy panting, 
rapid breathing, staggering, and 
weakness. They remind us that 
“A heat-stricken animal can die 
in minutes, but proper care may 
save its life.”
 They outline what to do for 
first aid, “Immediately bring the 
animal to a shady spot. Cool the 
animal by dousing them com-
pletely with water or placing 
them in cool water. Take the dis-
tressed pet to a veterinarian as 
soon as possible. Treatment for 
dehydration and other serious 
problems will be necessary.”

Other Warnings!
 A stop for a quick errand 
could result in a dog in trouble. 
Or, you could find your car win-
dow broken by a first responder 

or good Samaritan trying to save 
your pup.
 Massachusetts law “Enables 
animal control officers, firefight-
ers, and law enforcement to re-
move animals kept in vehicles in 
a manner reasonably expected to 
threaten the health of the animal 
due to extreme heat or cold.” 
It also “... allows individuals to 
remove an animal when in im-
mediate danger in a vehicle and 
no other options exist.”
 Meanwhile, the ASPCA 
warned about animals, especial-
ly cats, falling from windows 
this time of year. “Keep all un-
screened windows or doors in 
your home closed and make sure 
adjustable screens are tightly 

secured.” Safety grates designed 
for children’s rooms might work 
to protect your pet.

“Take It Easy!”
 Summer is a time to take it 
easy. Bring a book, some water, 
and snacks for the two of you, 
and try a quiet, relaxing after-
noon enjoying the slower pace of 
summer in the city. Pick a spot in 
a beautiful park, or drive to a fa-
vorite beach or rural destination. 
Learning to relax and remain 
quiet can be good for both of you.

 Do you have a question or top-
ic for City Paws? Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your request.

City Paws

Hot Town, Summer in the City

Dogs with flat faces, like this Frenchie, are in greater danger in the heat due to their respiratory 
structure.

Report SSOs
A Sanitary Sewer Overflow 
is an unintentional discharge 
of untreated sewage into the 
environment or onto property.

BWSC.ORG

If you encounter a sewer 
overflow, call BWSC 24 Hour 
Emergency Service Line 
617-989-7000.

Real Estate

    BrokerReal Estate

    Broker
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Special to the Gazette

 Boston City Councilor Gabri-
ela Coletta Zapata joined her col-
leagues in voting for an omnibus 
amendment package on the FY 
25 Operating budget. Following 
the Council’s first of two votes 
on the amended budget, it goes 
to Mayor Michelle Wu for accep-
tance, rejection, or amendments. 
The Council will then vote again 
later in the month on a final 
FY25 Operating budget which 
will commence July 1, 2024. Ad-
ditionally, the Council may only 
reject or pass the Boston Public 
Schools and the Capital budget 
without amendment power. 
 “With broad consensus, the 
Boston City Council has max-
imized its new budgetary au-
thority, diligently and in a fis-
cally responsible manner, by 
only utilizing unspent funding 
sources. We have spent countless 
meetings analyzing every dollar 
of taxpayer money. The result-
ing amendments invest in basic 
city services and quality of life 
issues, community safety, hous-
ing, youth career and college 
readiness, and more,” said Coun-
cilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata. “I 
stand by the prudent process put 
forth by the Chair of the Ways 
and Means. The Council is uti-
lizing its newfound authority to 
provide an independent check on 
the Mayor and invest directly in 
Bostonians.” 
 “These amendments invest in 
top city departments and ensure 
there will be no personnel cuts to 

community safety. The Council 
maintained the collective bar-
gaining reserve hike while also 
calling attention to the numer-
ous job vacancies across the city. 
Hundreds of job vacancies across 
City departments provide hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to re-
allocate without any anticipated 
job or service losses.”
 A portion of the Council’s 
amended FY25 budget omnibus 
package includes:
 • $200,000 within the In-
spectional Services Department 
(Personnel Services) to increase 
overtime for pest control inspec-
tions
 • $65,000 within the Inspec-
tional Services Department 
(Personnel Services) to increase 
Building Inspectors by 1 FTE 
to proactively prevent building 
collapses and hold short-term 
rentals accountable
 • $700,000 within Boston Po-
lice Department (Personnel Ser-
vices) to the Boston Police Crime 
Lab to increase the number of 
lab techs and to fill the director 
vacancy
 • $300,000 within Boston Po-
lice Department (Equipment) to 
Boston Police Crime Lab to pur-
chase new sexual assault testing 
equipment
 • $230,000 within the In-
spectional Services Department 
(Personnel Services) to increase 
Plans Examiners by 2 FTE to 
relieve a backlog of plans.
 • $100,000 increase for trash 
containerization for rodent mit-
igation in Inspectional Services 

Department’s Supplies & Mate-
rials
 • $50,000 increase for youth 
programming in district one Bos-
ton Centers for Youth & Families
 • $125,000 increase for 2 ad-
ditional housing crisis coordina-
tor positions in Mayor’s Office of 
Housing
 • $300,000 increase to sup-
port ESOL (English for Speak-
ers of Other Languages) parent 
classes across the city in Office 
of Immigrant Advancement Con-
tractual Services
 • $100,000 increase for route 
optimization - street sweepers in 
the Department of Innovation & 
Technology Equipment
 • $9,999 increase for clean 
water pilot in East Boston and 
Mattapan in the Office of Food 
Justice Contractual Services
 • $750,000 increase for Com-
munity Land Trust in the May-
or’s Office of Housing Special 
Appropriations
 • $1,500,000 increase for City 
Housing Vouchers in the Mayor’s 
Office of Housing Special Appro-
priations
 • $100,000 increase to pro-
vide seed money to create an 
emergency relief fund for resi-
dents impacted by disasters in 
Mayor’s Office of Housing Spe-

cial Appropriation
 • $500,000, within Boston 
Public Health Commission (Spe-
cial Appropriation) to the Family 
Justice Center to support survi-
vors of sexual assault
 • $500,000 increase for Right 
to Counsel in the Fair Housing 
& Equity’s Contractual Services
 • $75,000 increase for a 
Parks Administrator at the 
Christopher Columbus Park in 
the Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment’s Contractual Services 
 • $50,000 increase for land-
marks personnel in the Office of 
Historic Preservation Personnel 
Services
 • $1,500,000 increase for 
Down Payment Assistance in 
the Mayor’s Office of Housing 
Special Appropriations
 • $75,000 increase for a 
neighborhood traffic study in 
Office of Streets Contractual 
Services
 • $200,000 increase to sup-
port workforce language training 
programs in the Office of Work-
force Development Contractual 
Services
 • $50,000 increase to cre-
ate hybrid meeting locations 
throughout the city in the De-
partment of Innovation & Tech-
nology Equipment

 • $100,000 increase for small 
business mini-grants in the Of-
fice of Economic Opportunity & 
Inclusion Contractual Services
 • $200,000 increase to sup-
port workforce training nonprof-
its for newcomers in the Office 
of Workforce Development Con-
tractual Services
 • $150,000 increase to sup-
port burial services for homicide 
victims in the Parks & Recre-
ation Department Contractual 
Services
 The Boston City Council com-
menced its budget hearings on 
April 22, 2024, and all hearings 
were led by Councilor Brian Wor-
rel (D4), chair of the Committee 
on Ways and Means. This cy-
cle is the third time the Boston 
City Council can reject, reduce, 
pass, or amend line items (i.e., 
accounts such as personnel, con-
tracted services, equipment, etc.) 
in the City’s Operating Budget.  
 To prepare for the budget 
cycle, Coletta Zapata hosted a 
round of listening sessions and 
budget town halls across the 
district to gather feedback from 
residents about their priorities 
for the fiscal year operating and 
capital budget. 

THE SQUARE ROOT

providing amazing coffee, 

pastries, breakfast, lunch 

and evening items, a live 

entertainment venue, 

complete with craft beer 

and wine.

All we need is you!

2 Corinth Street

Roslindale, 

MA  02131

617-477-3392

www.squarerootrozzie.com

EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


Council invests in city services, community safety, housing in operating budget



8 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   JUNE 14, 2024

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by 

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

www.buddydoghs.org

BRAD
Brad is an adorable pup 
who loves the company 
of his favorite people 
(but not everyone is 
his favorite!) He enjoys 
being carried around and 
cuddling on the couch. 
He’s fine around other 
dogs for walks but doesn’t 
like to share a home. Brad 
is about 2 years old and 
weighs 17 lbs.

MAYOR MICHELLE WU'S NEIGHBORHOOD COFFEE HOUR SERIES COMES TO JP

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert

C: 617.447.5350
O: 617.266.5200

Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

GABRIELLE BARON

 Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department recently hosted 
a 2024 Neighborhood Coffee 
Hour Series in partnership with 
Dunkin’® at Mozart Street Play-
ground in Jamaica Plain for res-
idents.
 Mayor Wu’s Neighborhood 
Coffee Hours offered Jamaica 
Plain residents  a unique op-
portunity to speak directly with 
the Mayor and staff from City 
departments about open space 
and their neighborhoods. 
 “Every neighborhood and 
every resident has their own 
diverse set of concerns that 
deserve to not only be heard, 
but to be acknowledged and ad-
dressed,” said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. “I am excited for all of the 
conversations and connection 
that came from Neighborhood 
Coffee Hours.”
 “Coffee Hours with the May-
or is an intentional effort to 
meet community members in the 
heart of their neighborhoods,” 
said Brianna Millor, Chief of the 
Community Engagement Cabi-
net. “I encourage residents, in-
cluding our youth, seniors, civic 
organizations, business owners, 
and local leaders to attend this 
neighborhood-centered event. 
Boston 311 will be present to 
connect residents to essential 
city services.”  
 Dunkin’ was on-site with 
freshly brewed Iced Coffee and 
MUNCHKINS® donut hole 
treats. Dunkin’ will have lawn 
games and gift card giveaways. 
Residents at each event will also 
be eligible to win a raffle prize 
from Dunkin’. Individuals in 
attendance will receive a free 
flowering plant provided by the 
Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department, while supplies last. 
Fresh fruit will be provided by 
Star Market.
 “Mayor Wu’s Neighborhood 
Coffee Hours are vital for com-
munity engagement, allowing 
residents to share their thoughts 
directly. We're grateful for their 
participation,” noted Ryan 
Woods, Commissioner of the 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. “These events not only 
foster dialogue but also mark the 
kickoff for our exciting summer 
calendar of events. From outdoor 
concerts to movies to arts and 
crafts workshops for kids, our 
programming breathes life into 
our parks, fulfilling our core mis-
sion of creating vibrant spaces 
for all to enjoy."

Members of the Boston Music Project provided the music for the event with their stringed instruments.

Mayor Wu talks with residents.

The City of Boston table provided access to information on 
and sign-ups for serviecs throughout the City.
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MAYOR MICHELLE WU'S NEIGHBORHOOD COFFEE HOUR SERIES COMES TO JP

MAYOR'S OFFICE PHOTOS BY MIKE MEJIA

Mozart Park was brimming with activity during the Coffee Hour.

Above and below, residents take a break from the mingling 
to stop for a photo.
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REAL ESTATE RENTALS & SALES

  Tel: 617-524-0243
Cell: 617-438-1472

FayeSimonRealEstate.com
frmcsimon@hotmail.com

FAYE SIMON  
REAL ESTATE

Rentals & Sales

Faye  R. Simon
Real Estate Broker

Your Personal Real Estate Professional

REAL ESTATE

YOUR BUSINESS HERE

“Call Colleen” 
617-529-5012 
 jamaicaplain@gmail.com

68 South Street  JP

Colleen Scanlan

Your local & Independent Realtor 
25 + years of Experience 

Put my knowledge to work for you!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE
#617-306-7804 • #857-205-6945

loveliveboston@gmail.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Joe Fallon
617-594-0761

joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR

INTERIOR DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYPROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
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REAL ESTATE

Randal Engelmann & Erik Gould
617 676 4082

www.REteamwork.com ~ info@REteamwork.com

WILLIAM RAVEIS
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New England’s Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company
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REAL ESTATE

“I couldn’t have asked for a more efficient 
and stress free experience.  Randal and Erik 
made everything seem so easy.” Kathy B.
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Colleen Scanlan

Your local & Independent Realtor 
25 + years of Experience 

Put my knowledge to work for you!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

617.453.3620   focusre.compsum

Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

Maureen McElroy
Broker Owner
cell: 617.407.3638
fax: 617.524.0390
email: mcelroy55@rcn.com

jamaicahillrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

#617-306-7804 • #857-205-6945
loveliveboston@gmail.com

617.971.8940 
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ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
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Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Advertise your professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 

Call the Gazette at 617.524.7662

or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Give someone the gift of Vibrant 
Health, Harmony & Peace of Mind

Acupuncture helps with
Pain, Stress, Anxiety, Digestion 

Issues, Migraine, Insomnia, 
or just overall wellness!Rana Hamdan

Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957  

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            
Resonance-acupuncture.com                 
@resonanceacu

Gift Certificates Available

hello@res-acu.com

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      

929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            

resonance-acupuncture.com  

ACUPUNCTURE
Joe Fallon

617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR

INTERIOR DESIGN for everybody.
Christine Cavataio
LEED AP, NCIDQ and Certified Cruelty Free

617-510-8659
livingbeingdesign@gmail.com
LivingBeingDesign.com

INTERIOR DESIGN

Christine Cavataio, LEED AP, NCIDQ, CCF

617-510-8659
Livingbeingdesign.com

INTERIOR DESIGN: for all the details.

FIND US ONLINE: 
W W W . J A M A I C A P L A I N G A Z E T T E . C O M

professional?
Are  YOU being  Advertise your professional services here

 and watch your client base grow! 
Call the Gazette at   617.524.2626 x225 

or email patricia@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Mayor's Cup Softball Tournament begins June 19
Special to the Gazette

 Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department are excited to an-
nounce the 2024 Mayor's Cup 
Softball Tournament. The tour-
nament will kick off on Wednes-
day, June 19, with the cham-
pionship games concluding on 
Saturday, June 22. For more 
information and to register, visit 
boston.gov/sports. 
 This year will be the 27th 
Annual Mayor’s Cup Softball 

Tournament. Teams from across 
the city will be battling on the 
diamond for the title of “ Boston’s 
Best” in divisions 10U, 12U, 14U, 
18U.
 “Our community sports are a 
wonderful opportunity for resi-
dents across Boston to engage in 
friendly competition and foster 
community spirit,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “I am looking for-
ward to seeing everyone come 
together for the Mayor’s Cup 
and enjoying our parks this sum-
mer.”

 The Mayor's Cup Kick-Off 
Festival will be held on Wednes-
day, June 19, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at Clemente Field in the 
Back Bay Fens, located at 100 
Park Drive, Fenway. The festival 
will feature family fun activities, 
food trucks, and more. Tourna-
ment games will continue in 
neighborhood parks on Thursday 
and Friday nights, with the final 
championship games returning 
to the Fens on June 22.
 In addition to games and ac-
tivities, information regarding 

upcoming summer programs 
offered by the City of Boston 
will be available to families and 
residents. This tournament is 
sponsored by P&G Gillette and 
the Red Sox Foundation.
 “The Mayor's Cup Softball 
Tournament is a cherished tra-
dition in our community, high-
lighting the talent and sports-
manship of our young athletes,” 
said Parks Commissioner Ryan 
Woods. “We are proud to host 
the 27th annual tournament and 
look forward to another year of 

exciting games and memorable 

moments.”

 For more information about 

Boston’s parks please visit Bos-

ton.gov/parks. Stay updated 

with news, events, and design 

and construction work in Boston 

parks by signing up for our email 

list at bit.ly/Get-Parks-Emails 

and following our social channels 

@bostonparksdept on X, Face-

book, and Instagram.
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Special to the Gazette

 Boston City Councilor Ga-
briela Coletta Zapata (District 
1) chaired a Government Oper-
ations committee hearing last 
Thursday to discuss a petition 
for a special law regarding prop-
erty tax classification in the City 
of Boston. This Home Rule Peti-
tion was sponsored by Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu and is a temporary tool 
seeking to protect residents from 
property tax increases to miti-
gate potential revenue shortfalls 
from declining commercial valu-
ations.
 The proposal comes follow-
ing recent reports highlighting 
a potential nationwide decline in 
commercial property valuations 
due to slow economic growth fol-
lowing the pandemic and shift-
ing dynamics in downtown cores. 
The legislation would go into 
effect for five years and ensure 
that homeowners and residential 
property owner’s taxes would not 

increase by upwards of 30 to 40% 
in one fiscal quarter. 
 During the hearing, council-
ors once again shared concerns 
about the success of the propos-
al, potential unintended conse-
quences and asked for additional 
information and data on the tax 
assessment for Boston.
 “I foresee the main benefi-
ciaries of this proposal being 
individuals that own properties 
that are house rich, cash poor 
like many of our seniors and 
tenants renting small proper-
ties in Boston,” said Councilor 
Coletta Zapata. “However, I’m 
still concerned that increases 
in commercial property taxes, 
particularly on smaller commer-
cial property owners and small 
businesses, will unintentional-
ly stifle unnecessary econom-
ic growth in Boston and hurt 
our small businesses. We must 
consider the long term impacts 
of our changing economy and 
impacts the pandemic has had 

on workplace vacancies and ten-
ancies. Boston must prioritize 
additional sources of revenue as 
part of a suite of solutions for a 
long term plan.”
 In an effort to protect small 
businesses against any unin-
tended consequences due to 
this proposal, Councilor Coletta 
Zapata has filed an ordinance to 
adopt the small commercial tax 
exemption as a local option in the 
City of Boston. This ordinance 
would provide financial relief 
for small businesses, valued un-
der a million dollars or with 10 
employees or less, that cannot 
afford the increased costs of op-
erating in Boston.
 The hearing began with 
public testimony from Boston 
residents. Councilors also heard 
from representatives of labor 
unions, Massachusetts Afford-
able Housing Alliance, Urban 
Edge and representatives of the 
Boston Municipal Research Bu-
reau, Chamber of Commerce, 

Ryan, LLC, Back Bay Associa-
tion, and Eastern Bank.
 Members of the administra-
tion present included: 
 • Ashley Groffenberger, 
CFO of the City of Boston
 • Nicholas Ariniello, Com-
missioner of the City of Boston 
Assessing Department
 Councilors in attendance 

included Councilors At-Large 
Ruthzee Louijeune, Erin Mur-
phy, Henry Santana, Julia Mejia 
and District Councilors Ben We-
ber (District 6), John Fitzgerald 
(District 3), Brian Worrell (Dis-
trict 4), Ed Flynn (District 2), 
Liz Breadon (District 9), Enrique 
Pepen (District 5) and Tania 
Fernandes Anderson (District 7). 

Christine Cavataio, LEED AP, CCF INTERIOR DESIGN 
617-510-8659           Livingbeingdesign.com                             

Beauty + Function

Coletta Zapata holds second hearing on proposed legislation regarding property tax classification



12 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •   JUNE 14, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION TO

CHANGE NAME
Docket No.

SU24C0136CA
In the matter of:

Sophia Yi Livingston 
Samdperil

A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has 
been filed by Sophia Yi 
Livingston Samdperil of 
Boston, MA requesting 
that the court enter a 
Decree changing their 
name to:
Kai Hli Pearl
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at:Suf-
folk Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
06/19/2024. This is 
NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 15, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

6-15
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF 
PETITION TO 
EXPAND THE 
POWERS OF 
A GUARDIAN
Docket No. 

SU18P0445GD
Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court
Probate and 
Family Court

Suffolk Probate 
and Family Court 

24 New Chardon Street 
Boston MA, 02114
In the interests of: 

Marques Thigpen of: 
Jamaica Plain, MA

RESPONDENT Incapaci-
tated Person/Protected 

Person
To the named Respon-
dent and all other 
interested persons, a 
petition has been filed 
by the DMH c/o Office 
of General Counsel of 
Westborough, MA in 
the above captioned 

matter requesting that 
the court: Expand the 
powers of a Guardian of 
the Respondent.
The petition asks the 
court to make a determi-
nation that the powers 
of the Guardian and/
or Conservator should 
be expanded, modified, 
or limited since the time 
of the appointment. The 
original petition is on 
file with the court.
You have the right to 
object to this proceed-
ing.  If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written 
appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 AM 
on the return date of 
6/20/2024. This day 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by 
which you have to file 
the written appearance 
if you object to the pe-
tition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance 
by the return date, 
action may be taken 
in this matter without 
further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit 
stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away 
the above-named 
person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial af-
fairs or both. The above-
named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If 
the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed 
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: May 23, 2024
Stephanie Everett
Register of Probate

6/14/24
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

ALLOWANCE OF
ACCOUNT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court

24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

Docket No.
SU22P2228EA

In the matter of:
Bernadette Corey
Date of Death:
06/29/2022
To all interested
Persons:
A Petition has been 
filed by Denzil D. 
McKenzie Of Boston, MA 
requesting allowance 
of the First and Final 
of Special Personal Rep 
account(s) as Personal 
Representative and any 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the court. You 
have a right to object 
to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a .m. on 
06/27/2024.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return date, 
action may be taken 
without further notice 
to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 16, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett, 
Esq.
Register of Probate

6/14/24
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU24P1013EA

Estate of:
Maria Rebecca

Smith
Also Known as:
Maria R. Smith,

Maria Smith
Date of Death:
03/21/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 

Representative has been 
filed by Alice Megna of 
Woburn, MA requesting 
that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in 
the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Alice Megna of Wo-
burn, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 06/27/2024.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty days (30) 
days of the return day, 
action may be taken 
without further notice 
to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised ad ministration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 17, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

06/14/24
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate and 

Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU24P1120EA

Estate of:
Leilani J. Linden
Date of Death:
04/02/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will has been 
filed by Joan F. Linden 
of Roslindale, MA re-
questing that the Court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Joan F. Linden 
of Roslindale, MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 07/23/2024.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty days (30) 
days of the return day, 
action may be taken 
without further notice 
to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised ad ministration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 

this Court.
Date: June 11, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

6/14
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION TO

CHANGE NAME
Docket No.

SU24C0234CA
In the matter of:
Tyron Edward Hollins, Jr.
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Tyron Edward 
Hollins, Jr. of Jamaica 
Plain, MA requesting 
that the court enter a 
Decree changing their 
name to:
Tyron Edward Clarke
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at:Suf-
folk Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
06/20/2024. This is 
NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 22, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

6-15
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF 
PETITION TO EXPAND

THE POWERS OF A
GUARDIAN
Docket No.

SU23P0808GD
In the Interests of:
Carlos Marrero
Of: Jamaica Plain, MA 
RESPONDENT
Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person
To the named Respon-

dent and all other 
interested persons, a 
petition has been filed 
by Lemuel Shattuck 
Hospital of Jamaica 
Plain, MA in the above 
captioned matter re-
questing that the court:
Expand the powers of a 
Guardian
The petition asks the 
court to make a determi-
nation that the powers 
of the Guardian and/
or Conservator should 
be expanded, modified, 
or limited since the time 
of the appointment. The 
original petition is on 
file with the court.
You have the right to 
object to this proceed-
ing. If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written 
appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. 
on the return date of  
06/25/2024. This day 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by 
which. You have to file 
the written appearance 
if you object to the pe-
tition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance 
by the return date, 
action may be taken 
in this matter without 
further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit  
stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away 
the above-named 
person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial af-
fairs or both. The above-
named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If 
the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed 
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 28, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

6/14/24
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.

Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING

NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR

APPOINTMENT OF
CONSERVATOR OR
OTHER PROTECTIVE
ORDER PURSUANT
TO G.L. c. 190B,

§ 5-304 & § 5-405
Docket No.

SU24P1084PM
In the matter of:
Nixon Morales

Of: Jamaica Plain, MA
RESPONDENT (Person to 

be Protected/Minor)
To the named Respon-
dent and all other inter-
ested persons, a petition 
has been filed by Gladis 
Garcia of Revere, MA 
in the above captioned 
matter alleging that Nix-
on Morales is in need of 
a Conservator or other 
protective order and 
requesting that Gladis 
Garcia of Revere, MA  
(or some other suitable 
person) be appointed 
as Conservator to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond.
The petition asks the 
court to determine that 
the Respondent is dis-
abled, that a protective 
order or appointment 
of a Conservator is 
necessary, and that the 
proposed conservator is 
appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court.
You have the right to 
object to this proceed-
ing. If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written 
appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. 
on the return date of 
06/25/2024. This is 
NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by 
which you have to file 
the written appearance 
if you object to the pe-
tition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance 
by the return date, 
action may be taken 
in this matter without 
further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit 
stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away 
the above-named 
person's right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial af-
fairs or both. The above-
named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer.  
Anyone may  make this 
request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If 

the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed 
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 28, 2024
Stephanie Everett,
Register of Probate

6_14
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate and 
Family Court

24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION ORDER OF 

COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
Docket No.

SU22P2228EA
Estate of:Bernadette 

Corey
Date of 

Death:06/29/2022
A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Denzil D. 
McKenzie of Boston, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree 
of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance 
of a final account. First 
and Final and other such 
relief as may be request-
ed in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 06/27/2024.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty days (30) 
days of the return day, 
action may be taken 
without further notice 
to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 16, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

6/14
JP
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HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

HANDYMAN

    Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            

Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.  

Call Phil at 617-279-9815

AC E  H A N DY M A N

WOODWORKING CLASSES

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works
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?01;/)*<$@*)A=1$B;*C46;.1$D,>=/),*4$Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance 
• Hydroseeding 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial 

& Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation

• Paving

 617-590-25100
FULLY INSURED

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

AASSBBEESSTTOOSS  AANNDD  MMOOLLDD

Asbestos & Mold Issues?

Over 25 Years of Experience!

For a Licensed 
Inspector Call Neal

617-593-1664 
neal@nealcoinspects.com

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works
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?01;/)*<$@*)A=1$B;*C46;.1$D,>=/),*4$Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com

NW-CN13839795 (100%)
ADVERTISER: JARAGUA HOME IMPROVEMENT PROOF CREATED AT: 10/7/2019 1:31:58 PM
SALES PERSON: NWO5 NEXT RUN DATE: 10/09/19
SIZE: 5.438X4 PROOF DUE: 10/08/19 05:59:55
PUBLICATION: NW-GRTR BOSTON

PROOF O.K. BY:___________________________ O.K. WITH CORRECTIONS BY:________________________

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY • SUBMIT CORRECTIONS ONLINE

N
W

-C
N
13

83
97

95

JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
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Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured
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Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
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Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS
Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business
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Woodworking 
class

No experience needed

Michael 
Keohane

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

Advertise in the Guide 617-524-7662

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and 
odd job services. 

20+ years of experience.
Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

LANDSCAPING

NZOERoofing
Siding • Gutters

Carpentry • Painting
Flat Rubber RoofsFully Licensed and Insured 

Call Today!

781-963-5055

MICHAEL F. NASH 

& SONS INC

Family Owned

• Landscape maintenance 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial & Residential
• House Cleaning 
  Service Available
• Free estimates

• Fence Installation
• Paving

HOME REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION

CSL #78062
HIL #178014

617-719-4200
alexisremodeling@yahoo.com

Decks, Porches, Siding, Doors 
Windows, Kitchens and Bathrooms

CSL #78062  HIL #178014

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

PLEASE
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Special to the Gazette

 Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
City of Boston Reparations Task 
Force recently announced the ap-
pointment of former State Repre-
sentative Byron Rushing to the 
Reparations Task Force. With 
this appointment, the task force 
members will continue to build 
and convene around Boston’s 
work regarding research and 
community engagement around 
reparative solutions for the de-
scendants of enslaved persons. 
 “Byron Rushing is a ground-
breaking leader and legendary 
advocate for justice whose 
work has moved our city for-
ward,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“Throughout his life, he has 
always fought for voices who 
have gone unheard and uplifted 
communities across the state. 
I’m grateful for Byron’s service 
on the Reparations Task Force 
and know that he will be an 
invaluable member guiding this 
critical work.”
 Rushing’s appointment adds 
a range of experience and strong 
understanding of Boston’s com-
munities that will build on the 
task force’s composition and 
current work. The Reparations 
Task Force consists of commu-
nity leaders in law, academia, 
community organizing, and ed-
ucation and represents diversity 
in age, gender, and discipline to 
fully encompass the Black expe-
rience in Boston. The task force 
is currently working with two 

teams of research partners who 
are studying and documenting 
the City’s role in the transatlan-
tic slave trade. 
 “As the Boston Reparations 
Task Force conducts our examina-
tion of the historical and present 
impacts of slavery in the City of 
Boston, we are pleased to wel-
come State Representative. Byron 
Rushing (Ret.),” said Joseph D. 
Feaster, Jr., Chair of the Repa-
rations Task Force. “We thank 
Mayor Wu for her leadership in 
appointing Representative Rush-
ing. I am delighted with his ap-

pointment because of the thought-
ful deliberations he will bring 
as we, in collaboration with the 
community, work towards pre-
senting recommendations for a 
reparations plan for Boston.”
 Former State Representative 
Byron Rushing has served as a 
vital advocate for 
 Black communities across Bos-
ton and Massachusetts. During 
his time in the State House, Rush-
ing represented the 9th Suffolk 
District in the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives from 
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June is a month of freedom
June marks the first month of the summer season, the period on the cal-
endar when we take vacations from school and work to travel and enjoy 
the company of our friends and family members. It’s our personal time, 
that sweet spot each year when we take a break from the humdrum of 
our daily schedules and we have the freedom to do whatever we want,
But June also uniquely celebrates a number of events that brought true 
freedom to Americans who had been unable to experience the promise of 
America -- “all men are created equal” -- that we take for granted today.
June 12 is known as Loving Day. It was on that day in 1967 that the 
U.S. Supreme Court struck down a Virginia law that forbade interracial 
marriage and made it a criminal offense to do so. The Lovings, an inter-
racial couple, were convicted under that Virginia law and, to avoid jail, 
they agreed to leave the state. Similar laws existed throughout all of the 
Southern states until the Supreme Court’s ruling.
June is observed as Pride Month by the LGBTQIA+ community to mark 
the date of June 28, 1969, when gays protested arrests at the Stonewall 
Inn (a gay bar in New York City’s Greenwich Village) at a time when 
police routinely arrested of gay men on phony morals charges. The riots 
lasted for a number of days and are widely-recognized as the beginning 
of the modern gay rights movement that culminated more than 50 years 
later with the Supreme Court decision of Obergefell v. Hodges in 2015 
that struck down state laws forbidding same-sex marriage.
June 14 is Flag Day, marking the adoption of the flag of the United States 
on June 14, 1777, by resolution of the Second Continental Congress, which 
read as follows: “Resolved, That the flag of the thirteen United States be 
thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, 
white in a blue field, representing a new constellation.” In 1916, President 
Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation that officially established June 
14 as Flag Day and in 1949, National Flag Day was established by an 
Act of Congress. Ever since its inception in 1777, the American flag has 
been universally recognized as a symbol of freedom around the world.
Finally, Juneteenth, which is now a national holiday, marks the day when 
the Union army entered the city of Galveston, Texas on June 19, 1865, and 
freed the slaves in Texas pursuant to President Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation, which had gone into effect more than two years earlier on 
January 1, 1863. Texas had been the last state to be occupied by Union 
forces and where slavery still existed.

Near the water?  
Watch your children!

We recently were shocked to learn of two statistics that were noted at a 
recent meeting of the Revere Board of Health. 
The first is that about 4500 Americans die from drowning each year. To 
put that into perspective, that figure is about 50 percent greater than 
the total number of victims who died on 9/11. 
The second number, which was even more surprising -- and even sadder 
-- is that drowning is the leading cause of unintentional injury-related 
death among children ages 1-4.
What is stunning to us about that statistic is that we cannot imagine that 
whenever a parent is with a small child near the water -- whether it be 
the bathtub in their home or at the beach -- the parent is not watching 
over their child like a hawk without even a second’s worth of distraction, 
including texting on a cell phone.
Young children are especially susceptible to drowning because of their 
small lung capacity, which means that once they slip under, their tiny 
lungs can fill with water almost instantly. 
Even if a child is saved from death by drowning, the lack of oxygen to 
the brain can result in a serious brain injury that will have lifelong 
implications.
The bottom line is that a young child never should be left unattended for 
even a moment when near the water. And it goes without saying that 
every parent should be 100% sober whenever they are near water with 
their child, whether on a boat, at the beach, at a pool, or in their home.

Continued on page 15

Wu appoints former State Rep. Byron 
Rushing to city’s Reparations Task Force
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Special to the Gazette

 Incidents involving dog at-
tacks on Postal Service employ-
ees rose to more than 5,800 cases 
last year. As part of the USPS 
2024 National Dog Bite Aware-
ness Campaign, the organization 
is offering crucial information 
on how dog owners can be good 
stewards for safe mail delivery 
and ensure the safety of our 
employees.
 “Letter carriers are exposed 
to potential hazards every day, 
none more prevalent than a ca-
nine encounter. All it takes is one 
interaction for a letter carrier to 
possibly suffer an injury,” said 
Leeann Theriault, USPS Manag-
er, Employee Safety and Health 
Awareness. “The U.S. Postal 
Service consistently encourages 
responsible pet ownership. The 
national dog bite campaign is an 
effort to promote dog bite aware-
ness to keep our customers, their 
dogs, and letter carriers safe 
while delivering the mail.”
 
Dog Owners Can Help With 

Safe Mail Delivery
 Letter carriers know all dogs 
can bite, even those perceived as 
nonaggressive. Dogs are gener-
ally protective of their turf and 
dog owners have an important 
responsibility to control them to 
ensure safe mail delivery.
 Most people know the approx-
imate time their letter carrier 
arrives every day. Securing your 

dog before the carrier approach-
es your property will minimize 
any potentially dangerous inter-
actions.
 When a letter carrier comes 
to your home, keep dogs:
  • Inside the house or behind 
a fence;
 • Away from the door or in 
another room; or
 • On a leash.
 Pet owners also should re-
mind children not to take mail 
directly from a letter carrier as 
the dog may view the carrier as 
a threat to the child.

Stay Informed, See the Mail 
Before It Arrives

 By using Informed Delivery, 
a free USPS service, customers 
can digitally preview incoming 
mail and packages from a com-
puter, tablet or mobile device. 
More than 52 million customers 
have enrolled since the service 
was launched in 2017. Sign up 
is at informeddelivery.usps.com. 
This service can help dog owners 
anticipate when their carrier will 
arrive.
 

Consequences of a Dog 
Attack

 According to the most recent 
information available from the 
Insurance Information Institute, 
the average cost per insurance 
claim for a dog bite is $64,555. 
When a postal employee suf-
fers an injury, the owner could 
be responsible for medical bills, 

lost wages, uniform replacement 
costs, and pain and suffering for 
the employee. 

Staying Focused  
on Delivering

 Letter carriers are trained to 
observe an area where they know 
dogs may be present. They are 
taught to be alert for potential-
ly dangerous conditions and to 
respect a dog’s territory.
 Letter carriers are trained to:
 • Make a non-threatening 
noise or rattle a fence to alert a 
dog if entering a yard;
 • Never startle a dog;
 • Keep their eyes on any dog;
 • Never assume a dog will not 
bite;
 • Never attempt to pet or feed 
a dog; and
 • Place their foot against 
an outward swinging door to 
prevent a dog from escaping.
 If a dog attacks, carriers 
are also trained to stand their 
ground and protect their body 
by placing something between 
them and the dog — such as a 
mail satchel — and to use dog 
repellent, if necessary.
 “Even though a customer’s 
dog is friendly to most people, 
it can always have a bad day,” 
said letter carrier Tara Snyder. 
“I know, from experience, even 
when a dog is in the house, cus-
tomers need to make sure their 
door is secure so their dog can’t 
push it open and bite the letter 
carrier.”

 

Letter carriers have tools to alert 
them to dogs on their routes. A 
dog alert feature on carriers’ 
handheld scanners can remind 
them of a possible dog hazard, 

and dog warning cards must be 
used during mail sorting to alert 
carriers to addresses where a dog 
may interfere with delivery.

1983-2018. Rushing rose to be-
come Assistant Majority Leader, 
the highest-ranking leadership 
role ever held by a person of color 
in the Massachusetts State Leg-
islature.
 “The task of determining rep-
arations is one of utmost impor-
tance in this moment as Boston 
and communities across the coun-
try take on helping people recon-
cile, move forward and recover,” 
said Byron Rushing. “This work 
will not be easy because it begins 
with the history of Boston’s  in-
volvement with  slavery and the 
slave trade. I’m thankful to Mayor 
Wu and look forward to working 
closely with every member of the 
task force and community to en-
sure that we center this work on 
equity and justice and truth.”

 

Before his service as a legis-
lator, Rushing participated in 
the civil rights movement and 
worked in various capacities for 
the Congress of Racial Equity 
(CORE) and the Northern Stu-
dent Movement before becoming 
President of Boston’s Museum 
of African American History. As 
State Representative, Rushing 

worked to pass a groundbreak-
ing law to ban discrimination 
the basis of sexual orientation, 
led Massachusetts’ fight against 
apartheid in South Africa, cham-
pioned marriage equality, and 
worked to address racial dispar-
ities in our legal system.
 In January, Mayor Wu and 
the City of Boston Reparations 
Task Force announced the se-
lection of two teams of historians 
who will research and document 
the City of Boston’s involvement 
in and historical connections to 
the transatlantic slave trade, 
as well as the institution and 
aftermaths of slavery. The re-
search teams are in the process 
of conducting original historical 
research and a comprehensive 
review of major themes and find-
ings on the City’s history from 
1620 to the present. For more 
information about the task force, 
visit boston.gov/reparations.

Rushing
Continued from page 14

CLASSIFIED INFO:
email your classified to classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. 

For more info. call 617-524-2626

SERVICES
David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 
617-676-5676.

HEDGE CUTTING: Looking for help landscaping? Call Glenn 617-477-
7669

—— Classifieds ——

Dog attacks on Postal Service workers on the rise

Jamaica Plain Gazette • January 4, 2002 • 1

Advertise your services! Call 617-524-7662

Christine Rose, LMT
Trained in Lymphatic Drainage, Deep Tissue/Sports and Swedish Massage

3464 Washington Street JP.  
www.imanimassage.com • 617.821.2875! 

Imani ~ a relaxation place
MASSAGE

FITNESS TRAINING
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CHIROPRACTORS

 Chiropractic Care  
Dr. T.J. Mercurio 

Jamaica Plain Chiropractic Office
512 Centre Street 617-522-0546

For Your 
HealtH Mind & BodY

Sally Friar, DC
520 Centre St., JP

617-458-1613
by appointment only

Friar
Chiropractic

ChiropraCtiC pErSoNaL FitNESS CoaChiNG

$89
30 Day All Access 

Coaching Trial
New clients only

617-435-0213 • info@myjpfitness.com

Are you MINDing YOUR business? 
Advertise your services here!  

Call 617-524-2626 x223 or 225

G.J. “Chip” Bradish, LMHC
Jamaica Plain, MA  • 617.524.6807
gjbradish@gmail.com
www.centerground.org

Practicing in JP since 1996.

for growth and development. New group starting this fall.CoaChiNG aND CoUNSELiNG
R

FitNESS
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Linthicum Heights, MD, letter carrier T.J. Jackson shows how 
mail carriers can use their satchel to protect themselves from 
aggressive dogs.

Former State Rep. Byron 
Rushing.
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By Dan Murphy

 The Friends of the Public Gar-
den announced the creation of a 
new fund named for its president 
emeritus, Henry Lee, during a 
public launch event on Tuesday, 
June 11, at the Parkman Band-
stand on the Boston Common.
 The Henry Lee Fund for 
Boston Parks was established, 
according to the Friends group, 
to “provide small grants for tree 
and sculpture care and support 
special projects in public greens-
paces in neighborhoods through-
out Boston,” on an annual basis, 
with a panel group reviewing all 
applications. 
 Leslie Singleton Adam, chair 
of the Friends of the Public Gar-
den board of directors, said the 
fund had already raised $1 mil-
lion towards its $2 million goal 
and thanked those in attendance 
at the event who had already 
contributed to the cause.
 

Adam added that since she had 
taken on her current role with 
the Friends about eight years 
ago, it could be daunting at 
times, “but the best part was 
that I knew I’d have time with 

Henry Lee.”
 Boston Parks Commission-
er Ryan Woods pointed to the 
unique and symbiotic partner-
ship that exists between the city 
and the Friends group, especially 
since they entered into a Mem-
orandum of Agreement in Janu-
ary of 2020, which strengthened 
their then 50-year-old partner-
ship.
 Woods also credited Lee for 
the transformation of the Boston 
Common (along with the Public 
Garden and Commonwealth Av-
enue Mall), since he helped form 
the Friends group in 1970.
 District 8 City Councilor Sha-
ron Durkan, who represents the 
Public Garden, the Common-
wealth Mall, and the Common,  
presented Lee with an Official 
Resolution from the Boston City 
Council in recognition of his sup-
port of the city’s parks over the 
years.
 “It is a real honor and a treat 
to get to be here for the founding 
of the Henry Lee Fund for Boston 
Parks,” Councilor Durkan said 
in part. “I have been a fan of the 
Friends of the Public Garden, 
and I’ve been an ally with you 
and now I’m excited to be an 
ally with the Henry Lee Fund, 
which is going to do so much 
good throughout the city for our 
parks. Thank you so much for 
your leadership, and we can’t 
wait to partner with you for all 
of Boston’s green spaces.”
 Upon taking the podium, Lee, 
now 99, thanked the group for 
honoring him with the creation 
of the new fund and reflected on 
how the Friends got its start with 
only $200 in its coffers, including 
his donation of $100.

 

Lee also pointed to the great 
partnership that now exists be-
tween the Friends and the Bos-
ton Parks Department, which he 
said, “today does a splendid job 
with these parks.”
 Likewise, Lee lauded Liz Viz-
za, the outgoing president of the 
Friends group, for doing a “mar-
velous, wonderful job” and said 

in jest he loved taking credit for 
her work.
 Meanwhile, Lee urged those 
in attendance to not just grow 
complacent with how far the 
city’s parks have come, and to 
instead think of the future by 
committing themselves to con-
tinuing to care for these parks 
with diligence.
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Henry Lee,  president emeritus 
of the Friends of the Public 
Garden, at the podium.

The Boston Park Rangers, which Henry Lee has long 
championed, made an appearance. The horse on the left was 
named after Lee in recognition of his unwavering support of 
the Park Rangers program over the years.

District 8 City Councilor Sharon Durkan, who presented 
Henry Lee with an Official Resolution from the City Council in 
recognition of his support of its parks, is seen flanked by Rep. 
Jay Livingstone and District 2 City Councilor Ed Flynn (center).


