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 CELEBRATING 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY AT 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB

The Brendan Behan Pub was a sought-after destination 
to celebrate St Patrick’s Day with some Guinness, good 
friends, and good times. Pictured above, Ruairi Scott, 
Conor Magee, Chris Losty, and Cormac Eastwood came 
over from Ireland to see how we celebrate St Patrick’s 
Day in Boston.  Right, aspiring actor Carly Calbreath 
reads Secrets Of Voiceover Secrets in the back patio. 
Below, a look at Brendan Behan Pub on St Patrick’s Day. 
See Pages 10 and 11 for more photos.

Staff RepoRt

The Housing and Development 
Committee (HDC) of the Jamai-
ca Plain Neighborhood Council 
(JPNC) held a regular monthly 
meeting this past Tuesday.

Chairperson Renee Stacey 
Welch and the committee and 
community members who were 
in attendance took up a number 
of issues.

The committee initially elected 
new members to fill its vacant 
seats. The JPNC’s by-laws pro-

vide that each of its sub-commit-
tees may have five members who 
are members of the full JPNC and 
10 who are community members.

There were four candidates, 
Danielle Sommer, Lorenzo Bar-
toloni, Omer Hecht, and Peter 
DeCotis, all of whom are mem-
bers of the full JPNC, for the two 
open seats for JPNC members.

After each presented the rea-
sons why they desired to serve 

Special to the Gazette

Last Saturday afternoon, 
friends and family gathered at 
the Loring Greenough House to 
celebrate the Life and Service of 
long-time Jamaica Plain resident 
Karen Wepsic, who passed away 
on October 15, 2022.

The Invocation and Benedic-
tion were given by Rev. Ashlee 
Wiest-Laird of the First Baptist 
Church.  Other speakers who 
spoke were from the Footlight 
Club, MIT Sailing, Fenway Gar-
den Society, Peterborough Senior 
Center, the Jamaica Pond As-
sociation, and the Mission Hill 
and Fenway/South End neigh-
borhoods.

The following is taken from 
the memorial booklet that was 
available:

 Karen Wepsic was born 1938, 
the only child of parents Nils 
Okland (sea captain) and Sof-

ie Okland of Norway; Raised in 
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, Elementary 
school PS104, Karen maintained 
a “Victory Garden” in Brooklyn, 
an activity she would carry with 

JPNC Housing Committee elects 
three new members; hears of plans
for 1822 Arboretum Rd. project

Residents gather to celebrate 
the life of Karen Wepsic

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 7
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The program from the service.
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JPNC Zoning Comm.
approves permit for
81 S. Huntington Ave.

BPDA Board authorizes 
affordable housing 
agreements for two projects 
By Michael coughlin Jr. 

During the Boston Planning 
& Development Agency (BPDA) 
Board meeting earlier this 
month, the board granted autho-
rization to enter into affordable 
housing agreements for two proj-
ects: one on Amory/Green Street 
and another on Dixwell Street. 

The first project discussed was 
at 450-454 Amory Street, and 
was also referred to as 155 Green 
Street. 

Andy Feldman, Housing Pol-
icy Manager with the Mayor’s 
Office of Housing, indicated 
that the proposed project, which 
would create 14 condominium 
units, did not trigger Article 80 

review due to its size but is sub-
ject to the Inclusionary Develop-
ment Policy (IDP). 

A document on the Planning 
Department’s website notes that 
this project would house the 
aforementioned condominium 
units in a five-story mixed-use 
building that would also contain 
two ground-floor retail units. 
The document also indicates that 
the proposal includes 14 parking 
spaces. 

“The vote in front of you to-
night will allow the agency to 
enter into an agreement to ded-
icate two income-restricted units 

Special to the gazette

The Zoning Committee of 
the Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) held its 
second meeting of this month 
last Wednesday, April 16. Chair 
David Baron and fellow mem-
bers Willie Mitchell, Peg Treble, 
Kevin Leary, Bernie Doherty, 
Kendra Halliwell, David Seldin, 
Andrea Howley, Kevin Moloney, 
Jerry O’Connor, Purple Reign, 
Michael Reiskind, and Renee 
Stacey Welch were on hand for 
the session, as were Caroline 
Peters, who is the representative 

to JP from Mayor Wu’e office and 
Bonnie Delaune, the chief of staff 
from  District 6 City Councillor 
Ben Weber’s office.

The first item on the agenda 
was 10 Westerly St., where the 
owner is seeking a variance for 
a renovation and vertical expan-
sion of a third floor apartment. 
Nicholas Best, the owner and 
developer of the property, pre-
sented his application.   

“We’re seeking to take what 
is now a 2-and-1/2 story, three-

The flag is dropped (top photo) and the kids charge 
for Easter egg glory. Above, Dance teacher Sunshine 
Smith with her students Adalyn Mejia and Amarellyz 
Rodriguez with Ashley Arias and Aliyah Arias. 

One observant kid finds an egg 
“hidden” in plain sight. 

CITY ON A HILL CHURCH 
HOSTS EGG HUNT

Now in its 4th year, City On A Hill Church brings Eas-
ter egg fun to Johnson Park with its Egg Hunt. Kids of all 
ages are invited to scour the park for eggs to exchange for 
prizes. See Pages 8, 9, 12 and 13 for more photos.

Continued on Page 6

Continued on Page 7



2 • Jamaica Plain Gazette    •  APRIL 25, 2025

Special to the gazette

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) voted on 
five zoning matters at its month-
ly meeting this past Tuesday. On 
hand for the session were chair 
Renee Stacey Welch and fellow 
members Michael Reiskind, Ber-
nie Doherty, Sarah Freeman, 
Caliga, Peter DeCotis, Purple 
Reign, Lorenzo Bartoloni, Nick 
Chaves, Willie Mitchell, Esther 
Beillard, Danielle Somer-Kieta, 
Gert Thorn, and David Baron.

The members heard from Zon-
ing Committee Chair Dave Bar-
on, who presented the report of 
his committee’s actions at its two 
meetings on April 2 and April 
16 regarding five matters. (Ed. 
Note: See accompanying stories 
for the full details of those two 
meetings.)

Separate votes were not taken 
on the first four of the five items. 
Rather, the full JPNC unani-
mously ratified the decisions of 
the Zoning Committee on those 
four as a package. However, the 
JPNC took a separate vote on 
the fifth application that was 
presented by Baron.

The first item pertained to a 
request by the homeowners of 
19 Cheshire St. to extend their 
living space into the attic of their 
duplex condo. A variance was 
needed because the new living 
area would cause their residence 
to exceed the Floor Area Ratio 
(FAR) that is permitted under 
the city’s zoning ordinance.

The Zoning Committee unani-
mously had voted to recommend 
granting the variance and the 
full JPNC did so as well. The 

owners now must take the local 
board’s favorable recommenda-
tion to the City of Boston Zoning 
Board of Appeals (ZBA) in order 
to obtain their variance.

The next matter was a re-
quest from the homeowners of 
19 Greenley Place who wish to 
demolish an existing deck and 
construct a new enclosed deck 
with a roof

and screens, as well as a new 
carport with a rubber roof deck, 
and replace a window on the 
second floor with a door.

A variance is required because 
the new deck and carport will be 
within 7.5 feet of a neighboring 
property, which is less than the 
10 feet of setback required under 
the zoning ordinance. The Zon-
ing Committee had unanimously 
approved this application and 
the full JPNC did so as well.

The third zoning matter per-
tained to the project at 90 Al-
landale St., where the owner is 
seeking to demolish an existing 
single-family residence and con-
struct four, 2.5 story townhome 
duplexes (for a  total of eight 
units) on the 97,000 sq. ft. prop-
erty.

Almost half of the land area 
(40,000 sq. ft.) on the property 
would be turned over to the su-
pervision of the Boston Wilds 
Program. This area would be left 
as open space on the portion of 
the property where there is an 
intermittent stream.

The developer is seeking 18 
variances, most of which are 
technical in nature (front yard 
setback not in conformity with 
modal building setback; main 
doors not facing front lot line; 
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Updates on supplier diversity initiatives for White Stadium

JPNC approves projects at 3390 Washington St., 81 S. Huntington Ave.; rejects 90 Allandale St.
rear yard insufficient; side yard 
insufficient).

However, the property lies 
within an area zoned for sin-
gle-family residences and there-
fore the two-family duplexes are 
a forbidden use. In addition, the 
project runs afoul of the ordi-
nance that forbids two or more 
dwellings on the same lot. The 
developer had noted at the Zon-
ing Committee meeting that they 
could subdivide the 97,000 sq. ft. 
lot to construct five, single-fam-
ily homes.

The Zoning Committee vot-
ed 4-3 to deny the application, 
with the opponents citing the 
single-family restriction per the 
zoning ordinance. The full JPNC 
also voted to reject the proposal. 
Despite the rejection, the de-
veloper can go before the Bos-
ton ZBA to obtain the requested 
variances.

The next matter involved the 
long-planned major develop-
ment at 3390-3390R Washing-
ton Street, the location of  BMS 
Paper and Market. The owner of 

the property (who is the propri-
etor of BMS Paper and Market) 
is seeking to construct two large 
apartment buildings behind his 
existing structure at 3390 Wash-
ington St. (which itself would be 
expanded to include a bakery 
and to add a second floor for a 
restaurant).

The front apartment build-
ing would consist of 39 apart-
ment units and the rear building 
would consist of 43 units for a 
total of 82 rental units (of which 
17% would be set aside as afford-
able per the city’s inclusion law) 
with 87 parking spaces.

A number of variances are 
needed, including forbidden use 
(multi-family dwelling); condi-
tional use (restaurant); excessive 
building height; excessive FAR; 
rear yard insufficient;  and two 
or more dwellings on the same 
lot.

Baron noted that neighbors 
and community groups such as 
the Stonybrook Neighborhood 
Assoc. spoke in favor of the 
project. The Zoning Commit-

tee unanimously voted in favor 
of the application and the full 
JPNC did so as well.

The fifth matter involved the 
controversial use of the property 
at 81 South Huntington Ave., 
which presently is being oper-
ated by Victory Inc. as a tempo-
rary homeless shelter. Victory 
is seeking to convert the 41-unit 
building from a temporary home-
less facility into a permanent 
supportive housing facility for 
which it needs a conditional use 
permit for its proposed change 
of use.

After hearing objections from 
many of the neighbors (see ac-
companying story) the Zoning 
Committee voted 7-5 in favor of 
the project. After Welch made a 
motion for a seperate vote on this 
matter, the full JPNC voted 9-3-
1 to affirm the Zoning Commit-
tee’s favorable recommendation. 
Victory now must go before the 
ZBA to obtain its conditional use 
permit.

Special to the gazette

The City of Boston and Boston 
Legacy Football Club (BLFC) 
shared supplier diversity up-
dates for White Stadium, in-
cluding the awarding of con-
tracts, community engagement 
events, and the launch of the 
White Stadium Supplier Diver-
sity Initiative Dashboard. The 
dashboard is a tool designed to 
help local businesses access con-
tracting opportunities as part of 
the White Stadium project, while 
monitoring progress towards the 
project’s Minority- and Wom-
en-Owned Business Enterprise 
(M/WBE) participation goals. 

“White Stadium is an incred-
ible opportunity for economic 
development for our local busi-
nesses in Boston,” said May-
or Michelle Wu. “These latest 
updates on our efforts to hire 
women- and minority-owned 

businesses continue our work 
to invest in our communities 
by creating more access for our 
community. Generating job and 
contracting opportunities is an 
important part of making Boston 
a home for everyone.”

On the dashboard, local mi-
nority- and women-owned busi-
nesses and community members 
can view current and upcoming 
contracting opportunities, track 
contracts awarded to date, and 
monitor progress toward the 
project’s commitment to award 
50% of all contracting dollars 
to M/WBEs across its design, 
construction, and operations 
phases. The new Supplier Diver-
sity Dashboard brings together 
contracting opportunities from 
both the City and the football 
club. The dashboard serves as 
an online complement to the 
City’s broader community out-
reach plan, pairing digital access 

with in-person events that bring 
opportunities directly into neigh-
borhoods. 

“As a lifelong resident of the 
City of Boston, I have seen too 
many major projects developed 
in our community, without our 
community. I am privileged to 
have the opportunity to prevent 
a self-fulfilling prophecy, work-
ing with my colleagues under 
the direction of Mayor Wu to 
level the playing field and en-
sure contract dollars reach local, 
diverse small businesses,” said 
Segun Idowu, Chief of Econom-
ic Opportunity and Inclusion. 
“This dashboard, tied together 
with the White Stadium Supplier 
Diversity Advisory Group and 
our Contracting Opportunity 
Fairs, is both delivering on our 
commitments to the community, 
and ensuring that we maintain 
a robust level of transparency 
and accountability to all stake-
holders.”

The White Stadium renova-
tion project includes two major 
construction components: the 
East Grandstand, led by the City 
of Boston, and the West Grand-
stand, led by BLFC. Both proj-
ect teams are working in close 
coordination toward a shared 
goal of delivering a stadium that 
expands community access, hon-

Need to wash your clothes?

LAUNDRYMATE 178
Heath St,JP

Open Mon–Sun: 8am – 9pm
Last Wash � 7:30 pm

 (617) 962-4200  Continued on page 14
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Muddy River Clean-up is this Saturday morning

JPNC Zoning Comm. supports plans for 82-unit apartment project; rejects 90 Allandale St.
Special to the gazette

The Zoning Committee of the 
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood 
Council (JPNC) held a regular 
meeting on Wednesday, April 2. 
Chair David Baron and fellow 
members Willie Mitchell, Peg 
Treble, Bernie Doherty, Kendra 
Halliwell, Andrea Howley, and 
Purple Reign were on hand for 
the session, as was Caroline Pe-
ters, who is the representative to 
JP from Mayor Wu’s office.

The first item on the agenda 
pertained to an application by 
the owners of 19 Cheshire St. 
for an attic remodeling project. 
Homeowners Scott Hadland and 
Jason Vassy, both of whom are 
doctors and who have two two 
children, presented the applica-
tion. Hadland noted that they 
are looking to expand their living 
space into their attic to create 
two bedrooms and a bathroom 
to accommodate their growing 
family. 

The building consists of two 
condominiums that are side-by-
side. Hadland said that there 
will be no work done on the 
exterior of the building. Had-
land presented four letters of 
support from abutters, including 
the owner of the other unit in the 
building.

There were no opponents and 
the committee unanimously ap-
proved the project.

The next matter was a re-
quest from homeowners Susan 
and Bailey Chang of 8 Greenley 
Place to enclose a porch and 
add a carport with a deck atop 
it. They said the reason for the 
request for a variance is that the 
new setback for the proposed car-
port and deck will be only 7.5 feet 
instead of the 10 feet required 
by the city’s zoning ordinances.

Susan Chang said they have 

spoken to all of the abutters and 
none expressed any opposition 
to the proposal. One neighbor, 
KC of 10 Greenley Place, spoke 
at the meeting and voiced her 
support for the project. There 
were no opponents and the com-
mittee unanimously approved 
the project.

The third item was a proposal 
to build four, two-unit townhouse 
buildings at 90 Allandale St.

Atty. John Pulgini presented 
the application. He said the lot 
consists of 87,162 sq. ft. that cur-
rently contains a single-family 
home that will be razed. Each 
townhouse unit will be three 
bedrooms with a two-car garage 
underneath. Each unit will con-
sist of between 2700-3700 sq. ft. 

The project required a number 
of technical variances (18 alto-
gether) because of the proximity 
of the units to each other within 
the lot, including that the area is 
zoned for single family. 

In addition, there were conser-
vation-related issues because of 
an intermittent stream that runs 
through part of the property. The 
townhomes will be located away 
from the stream, ensuring that 
approximately 40,000 sq. ft. of 
the lot will be left untouched and 
will remain as open space subject 
to a conservation restriction that 
will be overseen by the city’s 
Urban Wilds Program.

Frank O’Brien, a resident of 
Roslindale, brought up the legal 
issue that these are “forbidden 
uses in this zoning district and 
that the project does not meet 
the criteria for granting a vari-
ance.”

Elizabeth Donovan at 107 
Allandale St. also raised the is-
sue that the project “requires 18 
variances, but our state Supreme 
Judicial Court frowns-upon the 
granting of that many variances 
to one property, when what real-

ly needs to be done is rezoning.”
Donovan also queried about 

the number of trees that will be 
cut down that will reduce the 
canopy. However, Pulgini said 
that 10 trees, some of which 
are invasive species, will be cut 
down, but a large number of 
native trees will be added under 
the auspices of the city’s Urban 
Wilds Program

A Ms. Reed of 115 Allandale 
St. said that the stream “will 
become a river” in the spring 
and that there is a “major is-
sue with civil engineering.” She 
also suggested that the project 
should be downsized to three, 
single-family homes because of 
parking problems that she sug-
gested will be created by the 
addition of eight housing units 
in the neighborhood.

Zoning Comm. member 
Doherty emphasized that the 
district was established for sin-
gle-family homes when the city’s 
zoning ordinances were rewrit-
ten in the 1980s. “I think you 
are overbuilding on that land,” 
Doherty said. “I don’t want to see 
an incremental takeaway from 
our zoning code, which I think 
has some value to it.”

Celeste Walker of the Jamai-
ca Hills Association (JHA) sub-
mitted a letter on behalf of the 
JHA that opposed the applica-
tion, citing the “forbidden use” 
of the townhouse project in a 
single-family district.

Walker also spoke at the meet-
ing. “There was a strong feeling 
among the members of the JHA 
that this should not be approved 
as proposed, mainly because of 
the single-family requirement of 
the zoning district,” Walker said.

Halliwell however, contended, 
“This essentially is single-family 
housing and will preserve open 
space. I think it is a good way 
to provide housing on this site.”

The committee voted 4-3 
against the proposal, with 
Doherty, Preble, Howley, and 
Purple Reign opposed and Hal-
liwell, Mitchell, and Baron in 
favor.

The final matter on the agen-
da was the large project being 
proposed for 3390 and 3390 Rear 
Washington St. 

Christopher Tracy of O’Neill 
& Associates appeared with Bob 
Harrington, the owner of BMS 
Paper and Market, which oc-
cupies the site presently. Tracy 
noted that the project has been 
undergoing a review since 2020 
and has been scaled down sub-
stantially from an original 105 
units to 82 rental units (43 in the 
rear building and 39 in the front 
building) on the two-acre site of 
which approximately 17 percent 
will be affordable units.

The current plans call for BMS 
to remain in its current building 
fronting Washington St., with 
a second floor to be added for 
a restaurant space. Two large 
residential apartment buildings 
will be constructed in the rear 
of the lot behind the existing 
commercial building. There will 
be four studio units, 20 1-bed-
rooms, and 15 2-bedrooms in the 
front residential building and 
eight studios, 20 1-BR, 11 2-BR, 
and four 3-BR units in the rear 
building.

There will be parking for 87 
vehicles as well as parking spac-
es for bicycles. Harrington, the 
property owner, will continue 
to operate his popular retail 
business on the ground floor of 
the present building with plans 
to expand to include a bakery. 
There also will be a restaurant 
on the second floor above the 
retail space.

Architect David O’Sullivan 
went through the architectural 
plans for the project, explaining 

how it will wrap around the new 
Pine Street building because of 
the irregular shape of the lot. 
He said both buildings will be 
totally electric with solar panels 
on the roofs.

The Stoneybrook Neighbor-
hood Association (SNA) sent a 
letter in support of the project.

Jennifer Uhrhane, who lives 
on Rossmore Rd. and is a mem-
ber of the SNA, spoke in favor 
of the project. “Bob has been 
extremely cooperative and re-
ally listened to the neighbors’ 
concerns about the design,” said 
Uhrhane. “Our neighborhood ad-
vocated for two buildings instead 
of one and there have been a lot 
of design improvements to the 
project. I also think supporting a 
local business owner who wants 
to expand his business is an im-
portant thing.”

Bradley Cohen of Rossmore 
Rd., another member of the SNA, 
also stated his support for the 
project. “Bob has been a fantastic 
neighbor for many, many years. 
This is a great project and he 
was very open to input from 
the community. He will bring 
many affordable units which 
are sorely-needed, especially the 
three-bedroom units.”

Joy Silverstein, a Kenton Rd. 
resident, also voiced her support 
for the project.

The committee voted unani-
mously to support granting the 
variances.

Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy will be sponsoring its 
annual Muddy River Cleanup

Day this Saturday, April 26, 
from 10:00-12:00. The Conser-
vancy is seeking volunteers for 
the cleanup that will take place 
at multiple locations along the 
Emerald Necklace.

Trash bags, gloves, and trash 
grabbers (depending on site and 
availability) will be provided. At 
the completion of the cleanup, 
volunteers will stack the trash, 
which will be collected by munic-
ipal public works departments or 

the Massachusetts Department 
of Conservation and Recreation. 
Each volunteer team will fill 
out a form reporting how many 
pounds of trash they collected 
and what items they found.

The Muddy River Cleanup 
will be held rain or shine. For 
those needing specific informa-
tion prior to registration, please 
email volunteer@emeraldneck-
lace.org. Once a registration is 
confirmed for a specific site and 
date, volunteers will be sent an 
email on details of their specific 
cleanup site, including public 

transit and vehicular navigation, 
the best areas to park, where to 
meet, and general health and 
safety guidelines.

The Muddy River Cleanup 
is a part of the Annual Earth 
Day Charles River Cleanup 
that takes place throughout the 
Charles River Watershed. and 
builds on a national effort as 
part of American Rivers’ Na-
tional River Cleanup which to 
date has removed over 25 million 
pounds of trash from America’s 
waterways.
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The fate of two-family house 
with Italianate architecture 

built around 1858 is in the bal-
ance right now, as the Boston 
Landmarks Commission (BLC) 
considers whether to designate it 
as an official historic landmark. 
In less than a month, sometime 
in mid-May, a 90-day City of 
Boston demolition delay on the 
house will expire.

Basically, the rules say that if 
the house doesn’t achieve land-
mark status from the BLC before 
the demolition delay expires, the 
house can be destroyed by the 
owner.

 A group of Stonybrook neigh-
bors and the Stonybrook Neigh-
borhood Association itself have 
been working in favor of pre-
serving the building with ornate 
exterior features at 19 Kenton 
Road by giving it landmark sta-
tus. They have made a presen-
tation and submitted a petition 
to the BLC as steps in the land-
mark process..

 Neighbors are now asking 
people to email the BLC voic-
ing support for giving the local 
building landmark status and its 
possible inclusion in a proposal 
to create housing.

 At a well-attended meet-
ing of abutters and neighbors 
in September, 2024, attendees 
were unanimously opposed to 

a proposal from local developer 
Joseph Federico to tear down the 
house and build a large single 
building, according to an article 
in the Gazette at the time.

 Neighbors suggested then 
and are saying now that the 
developer could create six resi-
dential units in two buildings, 
instead, on the double parcel 
without demolishing the historic 
house.

Back in January this year, 
the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood 
Council Zoning Committee voted 
to table the proposal that called 
for demolishing 19 Kenton until 
the landmark decision is made.

“Landmarking this house, 
which affects only the exterior, 
will help to preserve the feel of 
this little area,” Joy Silverstein, 
a 40-year resident of the street, 
said last week, “We are directly 
off of Washington Street, which 
is rapidly becoming a corridor of 
large boxes with hundreds of new 
units. More housing is needed 
and welcome, but to build and 
keep communities and neighbor-
hoods, this house and others like 
it should remain.” 

 The building’s appearance 
and its history both provide good 
reasons for avoiding demolition, 
local landmark proponents have 
told the BLC and others.

Landmark status advocates, 

many from Kenton Road and 
the neighborhood, wrote about 
the house’s history in a letter 
to officials recently. They have 
done their homework:

“Kenton is a very small side 
street off of Washington Street 
and is one of the oldest streets 
in the Stonybrook neighborhood. 
A number of Kenton houses are 
listed in the Massachusetts His-
torical Commission database, 
and in a 1983 BLC Jamaica Plain 
Preservation Study.

“All the Kenton houses date 
from the 1850s to approximately 
1905. 19 Kenton, built in the 
mid-1850s, is an intact and at-
tractive example of Italianate 
architecture. It is also a sym-
bol of the arrival of the middle 
and working classes in Jamaica 
Plain, due to the area’s transfor-
mation at this time from country 
estate into an early instance of 
transportation-oriented develop-
ment. (Neighbors have also start-
ed an effort to create a Kenton 
area Architectural Conservation 
District at the encouragement of 
the landmarks commissioners).”

They also wrote: “Originally 
called Greenwood Avenue, Ken-
ton was among the first streets 
established between Washington 
and Forest Hills Streets.

“Isaac H. Cary, proprietor of 
a “Fancy Goods Store” in down-
town Boston, owned a substantial 
amount of this land southwest of 
his own house from Forest Hills 
St to Washington St, including 
Greenwood Ave. (Kenton Road), 
Garfield Ave. (now Gartland 
Street), Williams Street, and on 
down Washington Street toward 
what is now Forest Hills T Sta-
tion. Cary bought and then sub-
divided these large tracts of his 

estate, sold the parcels or built 
houses on them, some of which 
he rented out.

“Beyond its architectural 
character, 19 Kenton represents 
an important span of time in 
Jamaica Plain’s transition from 
vast country estates into a sub-
divided and developed, more 
affordable and accessible neigh-
borhood. In the mid-1800s ordi-
nary people could live here and 
commute to downtown via the 
newly constructed and expanded 
public transit options near or 
on Washington St. (Boston and 
Providence Railroad, horse-car 
trolleys, electric streetcars, and 
the MBTA Elevated Railway). 
19 Kenton is a two-family, and 
modest in size compared to the 
mansions of Boston, but it was 
exactly the scale needed at the 
time to house the growing Jamai-

ca Plain middle- to working-class 
population. 

“After Cary sold 19 Kenton in 
1879, it was successively owned 
by a piano company foreman, a 
retail liquor store proprietor, and 
a mason, to mention a few. Rent-
ers over time included a photog-
rapher, a milkman, a driver, a 
trucker, a carpenter, and a stair 
builder. This house represents 
the history of the middle and 
working class in Jamaica Plain; 
even its most recent owner was a 
brewer, connecting back to when 
Jamaica Plain hosted the major-
ity of Boston’s breweries. This 
house’s tenant record represents 
one of a number of classes of 
people typically not represented 
in Boston’s landmarked prop-
erties.”

  “If Boston continues to can-
nibalize its historic architecture, 
it will damage its reputation 
and appeal as a historic desti-
nation for tourists and for new 
residents,” Stonybrook resident 
Jennifer Uhrhane said last week, 
referring to the current devel-
opment proposal. “This is a six-
unit, market-rate… proposal,” 
she pointed out.

She said the two-building 
alternative that neighbors are 
suggesting, would succeed at 
“achieving the same number of 
proposed units, but preserving 
the unique historic, architectur-
al and small-scale character of 
Kenton Road.”

Trusted Neighbor
Real Estate Expert

C: 617.447.5350
O: 617.266.5200

Gabby.Baron@raveis.com

GABRIELLE BARON

Historic JP house shouldn’t be demolished; should be named a landmark
JP Observer 

By Sandra Storey / Special to the gazette

PHOTO BY JOY SILVERSTEIN

A housing development has been proposed for 19 Kenton Road 
including the house and the parcel next to it in the Stonybrook 
neighborhood. Neighbors want the house, built c.1858, to be 
named an historic landmark and be part of the development.

Continued on Page 4
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The BLC ordered a Study 
Report about 19 Kenton Road. 
Other activities and discussions 
are also part of the usual process 
before the status can be granted.

I addressed questions to the 
BLC about the timing of neces-

sary BLC actions prior to the 19 
Kenton Road demolition delay 
expiration in mid-May. They 
were not answered in time for 
me to report here.

Neighbors are encouraging 
Boston residents to indicate sup-
port of 19 Kenton Road becom-
ing a landmark by contacting 
the BLC at BLC@Boston.gov by 
early May.

Special to the gazette

A race for the ages – 70+ years 
of age.  The United States swept 
the Men’s 400 meters event at 
the World Indoor Masters Cham-
pionship.  The World Champi-
onships held March 22-30, in 
Gainesville, Florida, attracted 
athletes, men and women, ages 
35-90, from more than 90 coun-
tries.  Many of the USA athletes 
were from New England, and 
two of those New Englanders 
finished first and second in the 
400 meters.  And while that is 
an amazing outcome, their path 
to the finish line is where the 
magic lies.

Dr. Carroll Blake finished 
first with a time of 1:03.21 and 
James Morton was second with 
a time of 1:03.31.  The third-
place finisher, David Craig, ran 
1:03.32 to complete the sweep.  
Less than a second separated the 
three competitors.

There are three underlying 
stories here.  Blake and Morton 
are training partners.  In fact, 
Blake has been coaching Morton 
for over two years, as Morton 
returns to Masters track after an 
almost 15-year hiatus. The sec-
ond story line is that Blake and 

Craig are long-time competitors, 
with several close races under 
their belts.  The third, and most 
important, story line is that the 
three competitors have become 
friends in their 70’s.

As Blake advances to the next 
age group, 75-79, Morton and 
Craig will be left to race against 
one another.  In a recent text, 
Craig captured the essence of 
Masters track and field; namely, 
the friendships that grow from 
the experience.  Craig wrote to 
Blake and Morton: “Lots of fun.  
Almost going to miss you (Car-
roll) in the age group.  At least 
you’ve left me James as a gift!  
Look forward to seeing you guys 
this summer.”  The friendship 
promises to grow for years to 
come.

Carroll Blake has lived in Ja-
maica Plain for over 30 years. 
He graduated from The English 
High School, Northeastern Uni-
versity, and earned a doctorate 
at UMass Boston. His educa-
tional career includes roles as 
Assistant Principal in Wellesley, 
MA , Principal, Central Office 
Administrator, and track coach 
in Boston Public Schools. 

Track has been a major part 
of Blake’s  life since high school. 

He joined USA Masters Track 
& Field 25 years ago and has 
had numerous accomplishments 
including several national and 
world records. Now at the age 
of 75 (at the end of this month), 
he will be entering a new age 
category not without leaving his 
mark in the 70-74 age category. 
The past 3 years he has been 
the national champion in the 
400 meters and second in the 
200 meters. This year he topped 
off his accomplishment by win-
ning the world championships 
in the 400m, following up with 
1st place in the 4x200m relays 
just .02 seconds from the world 
record. 

James Morton returned to 
track and field after 15 years. 
Despite minor injuries, his ded-
ication helped him secure 3rd 

place in the 400m at the Nation-
als and 2nd place at the World 
Championships, with a personal 
best of 1:03.31. Formerly a CEO 
and lawyer, James now mentors 
high school students and is track 
coach in Barnstable.

Blake and Morton are part of 
a training group, known as the 
Silverbacks.  The group is com-
prised of approximately 10 ath-
letes, men and women, between 
the ages, 58-74, who train week-
ly at the Reggie Lewis Track and 
Athletic Center in Boston.  In 
fact, one member of the group, 
Stephen Silva, age 70, finished 
fifth in the race with Blake, Mor-
ton and Craig.  Another training 
partner, Gregory McBride, age 
70, would have finished in the 
top five, but for injuries. Sarah 
Lawson, age 62, was a compet-

itive force in the 60-, 200- and 
400-meter races, while compet-
ing with an injured quadricep.  
Ian Smith, age 68, ran the 400 
meters, and finished tenth in 
the World in a time of 1:05.85. 
Ian also won a silver medal in 
the 4x200m relay. It was a very 
successful outing for the “Silver-
backs” training group.  Another 
athlete, Becky Connolly, age 58, 
who earned bronze medals in 
both the 200 and 400 meters at 
the USA Masters Indoor Cham-
pionships, would have also been 
successful at the Worlds, but was 
unable to attend due to previous 
commitments.  

Whether competing locally, 
nationally or internationally, 
Masters track and field builds 
lasting friendships and cama-
raderie. 

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Observer
Continued from page 4
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unit  structure and make it a 
full three-story, three-unit build-
ing,” Best said, who bought the 
property last May. He presented 
an architectural drawing of the 
proposed renovated structure, 
which will have a flat roof in-
stead of the present gabled roof. 
The units presently are rentals, 
but Best said the project will be 
a total “gut” job and that he’s 
hoping to make it into a condo 
conversion.

Best, who notified 82 nearby 
property owners of his plans, 
said he had met with some of 
the neighbors and they gener-
ally were in favor of the project. 
There were no opponents at the 
meeting.

Halliwell offered a suggestion 
for larger windows on the second 
floor, which she said would make 
it more architecturally-pleasing 
and Best said he would look into 
the possibility of doing so with 
his architect.

Reiskind said that the neigh-
borhood consists of 110 buildings 
that had been designed by the 
same architect, which is of some 
historical significance. However, 
he suggested that since the prop-
erty is next door to the old high 
school, which has a flat front, the 
new front may not be completely 
out-of-place.

However, the committee did 
not take a vote on the application 
because of technical difficulties 
experienced by Best on the Zoom 
call in presenting his paperwork 
to the committee and the mat-
ter was continued to the next 
meeting.

The next matter was an appli-
cation for a conditional use per-
mit at 18 and 18 Rear Roberson 
St. for a proposed single-family 
home at 18R. 

George Morancy, represent-
ing Jacob Simmons from City 
Realty, said there is an existing 
three-family at 18 Roberson St. 
and the proposal calls for the 
construction of a new, 1903 sq. 
ft. single-family home at 18R.

Architect David Freed made a 
presentation and explained the 
proposal in detail to the com-
mittee.  Simmons said that the 
present three-family is a rent-
al and the proposed one-family 
would be sold as a detached con-
dominium.

Molly Below, a neighbor on 
Rocky Nook Terrace, which is 
a dead end street, said she has 
concerns with the current plan 
about snow removal. She also 
said that the new home would be 
“very close” to adjacent proper-
ties and also expressed concerns 
about the effect of the new home 
on the ecosystem of the neigh-
borhood.

As to the former issue, Freed 
explained that the project meets 
or exceeds all of the city’s zoning 
requirements for setbacks.

Casey Stewart, a tenant at 
18 Roberson St., suggested that 
there could be a parking issue 
based on her understanding of 
the plans. However, Halliwell 
noted that the size of the spaces 
provided on the plans are suffi-
ciently-large for parking.

Claire Connelly from 17 Rocky 
Nook Terrace, an immediate 
abutter, reminded the committee 
that two previous proposals (for 
different development projects) 
going back to 2013 had been 

rejected. Connelly also asked 
questions about the elevations, 
which she said were not made 
clear in the plans.

“This is not a lot that is 
well-suited to a building,” said 
Glenda Yoder, a co-owner of the 
triple-decker at 22 Roberson St. 
Yoder also noted that a tree that 
will be taken down is home to 
birds.

Howley, noting the tight quar-
ters of the area, asked about 
access by public safety vehicles. 
Freed said that the city Fire In-
spector said the building, which 
will have a sprinkler system, 
meets the requirements of the 
fire code.

However, after the discussion, 
members of the committee re-
mained skeptical of the proposal.

“We don’t have sufficient in-
formation about the topography 
to approve this,” said Moloney.

“They don’t have anyone from 
the community speaking in favor 
of them,” added Doherty, a view 
echoed by Mitchell.

“They need to get their act 
together and come back,” Mitch-
ell said, noting the questions 
about the slope and retaining 
walls that had been raised by 
the abutters.

Baron suggested that with all 
of the questions relative to the 
topography and the retaining 
walls, the matter should be put 
off for another meeting and Sim-
mons agreed to do so.

The next item was an applica-
tion for a conditional use permit 
for the property at 81 South Hun-
tington Ave., the site of the for-
mer Pond View Nursing Home.

Boston attorney Joe Hanley 
made the opening presentation 
on behalf of Victory Programs 
Inc., a non-profit social services 
provider with over 50 years of 
experience in operating perma-
nent supportive housing which 
is based at 404 S. Huntington 
Ave. Hanley pointed out that the 
property is within an Institution-
al Zoning District  and that there 
are many buildings with similar 
uses in the immediate area.

Sarah Porter, the president 
and CEO of Victory, and Gabri-
ela Shelburne, the principal of 
Studio G Architects, also made 
presentations.

Hanley noted that Victory al-
ready has been operating the 
property as a homeless shel-
ter since 2021 pursuant to the 
state’s Right-to-Shelter Law in 
partnership with the Mass. Pub-
lic Health Commission. Victory 
now is seeking to change that use 
to that of permanent supportive 
housing.

Hanley said there will be the 

same 41 rooms within the build-
ing under the new use. He noted 
that Victory has had extensive 
input from the city and abutters 
and further added that Victory 
will have all of the appropriate 
security and other measures in 
place for this type of facility.

Porter told the members that 
Victory operates 29 programs 
that seek to assist persons with 
their addiction treatment and 
chronic health conditions who 
are homeless.

She said there are 55 persons 
presently living in the building 
and 24-hour staff who perform 
safety checks at all times. Access 
to the building is by means of 
a buzzer system and there is a 
state-of-the-art security system.

She noted that the facility will 
be operated as a homeless shelter 
for the next two years (per an 
existing contract with the city), 
but Victory wishes to convert it 
into permanent supportive hous-
ing. Porter said Victory operates 
other programs in JP, including 
10-units of supportive housing 
in Forest Hills, as well as other 
facilities for homeless persons.

However, Baron noted that 
a number of letters had been 
received from residents “and that 
the overall message is that the 
existing shelter is not well-run, 
with neighbors concerned about 
noise and crime.”

Porter responded that she 
feels that Victory has been re-
sponsive to those issues, includ-
ing the problem of litter. Hanley 
added that Boston Police reports 
indicate that the facility is not 
responsible for any increase in 
criminal activity since it began 
operating in 2021 and that some 
of the incidents in the immediate 
area cited by residents at some 
of the community meetings had 
nothing to do with those who re-
side at 81 South Huntington Ave.

“We need places like this in 
our neighborhood,” said O’Con-
nor. “I don’t see how you can tell 
people they can’t have a place 
to live. I am strongly in favor 
of this project. These are people 
who need these services and we 
need them in our neighborhood.”

However, Seldin said, “I can-
not support this with so many 
in the neighborhood opposed to 
it. I do not have a problem with 
local services of this kind, but 
they have to be very well-man-
aged, especially when it comes 
to active drug users.”

“What I’m concerned about is 
funding for these operations that 
will be coming up in the very 
near future,” said Doherty. “How 
long will the funding last from 
the city given what is happening 

in Washington?” Doherty also 
said that prospective residents 
should affirm that they will not 
use drugs.

Resident Jerome Park-
er-O’Grady spoke about the huge 
increase in needles on the streets 
since the shelter opened a few 
years ago. “In the quarter mile 
around the shelter,” he said, “the 
number of reports of needles on 
the streets has increased from 42 
to 130. Within 250 yards, it goes 
from 15 reports to 101 reports for 
the three years prior to the past 
three years.”

Emily Long, a resident physi-
cian at Beth Israel who lives at 
101 S. Huntington, said, “Since 
the shelter opened, I have been 
chased by men in the middle 
of the night who are high on 
drugs, shirtless, and barefoot 
down the Jamaicaway.  When I 
go to work in the morning, there 
are men actively doing drugs 
and shooting up. I support the 
need for recovery, but I do not 
think this facility is being run 
appropriately.”

However, two residents who 
live at 70 Jamaicaway said they 
“completely support the propos-
al. We engage with the residents 
and enjoy their company.”

Artem Roy, who works as a 
maintenance person at nearby 
residential properties, said there 
have been numerous complaints 
about drug use, urinating, and 
defecating in the mailbox area 
at his properties.

Cynthia Lewis, a resident of 
the Jamaicaway, said she felt 
safe when she moved into the 
neighborhood 11 years ago, “but 
I do not feel safe at night in the 
area of the shelter.” 

Another resident who said he 
has lived in the area for 30 years 
said he has noticed “an absolute 
change in the neighborhood since 
the shelter came here.”

Reiskind, who said that he 
works closely with the police in 
his many capacities as a com-
munity organizer with a focus 
on “problem properties,” said, 
“There has not been a significant 
rise in reported crimes since the 
shelter opened. The level of re-
ported crime is not the same as 
what people in the neighborhood 
are perceiving.”

O’Connor made a motion to 
approve that was seconded by 
Leary. The committee approved 
the granting of the condition-
al use permit by a vote of 7-5, 
with Mitchell, Leary, Halliwell, 
Seldin, Howley, O’Connor, and 
Reiskind voting in favor, and 
Doherty, Welch, Preble, Molo-
ney, and Purple Reign voting 
against.

JPNC
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#617-306-7804 • #857-205-6945
loveliveboston@gmail.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisteam.com
ELLEN + JANIS REAL ESTATE TEAM IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER 
AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND 
ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.

Building 
community 
together.

REAL ESTATE

617-594-0761
jpfallon@gmail.com

New digs for me, and even better 
service for my clients and YOU!  
Contact me, and be sure to ask for Joe!

Joe Fallon

Working for YOUR BEST RESULT 

Advertise your professional services here 

and watch your client base grow! 

Call the Gazette at 617.524.7662

or email ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Give someone the gift of Vibrant 
Health, Harmony & Peace of Mind

Acupuncture helps with
Pain, Stress, Anxiety, Digestion 

Issues, Migraine, Insomnia, 
or just overall wellness!Rana Hamdan

Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957  

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      
929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            
Resonance-acupuncture.com                 
@resonanceacu

Gift Certificates Available

hello@res-acu.com

Rana Hamdan
Licensed Acupuncturist                                      

929.326.1957   
hello@res-acu.com                                            

resonance-acupuncture.com  

ACUPUNCTURE
Joe Fallon

617-594-0761
joe.fallon@commonmoves.com

Joe has 20 years of proven experience
helping buyers and sellers. Let his

experience work for you.

Working for             best results.YOUR

INTERIOR DESIGN for everybody.
Christine Cavataio
LEED AP, NCIDQ and Certified Cruelty Free

617-510-8659
livingbeingdesign@gmail.com
LivingBeingDesign.com

INTERIOR DESIGN

professional?
Are  YOU being  Advertise your professional services here

 and watch your client base grow! 
Call the Gazette at   617.524.2626 x225 

or email patricia@jamaicaplaingazette.com

617.971.8940 
ellenandjanisteam@compass.com 
ellenandjanisrealestate.com

      The Denman Group is a team of real estate agents 
affiliateed with Compass, a licensed real estate broker, and 
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Enriching lives 
through real estate

EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


EYE Q OPTICAL 

LOCAL - INDEPENDENT  
most insurances accepted 


617.983.3937


under IDP,” said Feldman. 
The previously mentioned 

document states that the in-
come-restricted units offered 
would be a three-bedroom unit 
at 100% area median income 
(AMI) and a two-bedroom unit 
at 80% AMI. 

There were no questions or 
comments from the board on 
this matter, and it was approved 
unanimously. 

The next project discussed 
was at 27 Dixwell Street. Simi-
larly to the proposal above, this 
project did not trigger an Article 
80 review due to its size but is 
subject to the IDP policy and 
proposes to build 12 condomini-
um units, according to Feldman. 

A description of the project 
in a document on the Planning 
Department’s website states 
that construction on the project 
is almost complete. The proj-
ect includes the demolition of 
a one-story industrial building 
on the site to make way for 

the construction of a three-story 
building that will house the con-
dominium units. The proposal 
also includes 12 parking spaces. 

It also notes that this project, 
which initially received authori-
zation to enter into an affordable 
housing agreement in 2023, now 
requires additional authoriza-
tion since the program is being 
changed from rental units to 
condominiums. 

Again, Feldman said, “the 
vote in front of you tonight will 
allow the agency to enter into 
an agreement to dedicate two 
income-restricted units under 
IDP.” 

The project is slated to in-
clude one one-bedroom unit at 
80% AMI and one two-bedroom 
unit at 100% AMI as part of the 
agreement. 

Once again, the board had no 
questions or comments on the 
matter, and it was unanimously 
approved. 

For more information about 
the BPDA Board and to view 
past and future meeting agen-
das, visit https://www.boston-
plans.org/about-us/bpda-board/
meet-the-board.

BPDA
Continued from page 1
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Classes in Crafts & 
Fine Arts for All Ages

Youth Vacation Programs
& Adult Intensives

See Them All Here

Bringing Martial Arts to the 
JP community since 2013

JP Martial Arts Academy | 363D Centre St.

Classes for 
kids & adults!

• Brazilian Jiu JItsu
• Karate

• Kobudo
• Kickboxing

• Yoga

• Self defense 
workshops

• Private training 
available upon 

request

Sign up for your Free Sign up for your Free 
trial class today!trial class today!

781-530-7974
jpmartialartsacademy.com

JP KidsJP Kids
SPECIAL SECTION

Weeks of Weeks of June 24 and 30, July 7, 14, 21 June 24 and 30, July 7, 14, 21 & 28& 28

ART ART ** Voice  Voice ** Drama  Drama **  
DanceDance

WhereWhere: Spontaneous Celebrations
45 Danforth Street, Jamaica Plain
Time: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. w/ Ext. Day option

Cost: $450 per week (4-day week (6/24, 6/30) $360) 
Extended day: $25/day. $80/wk 

$25. non-refundable registration fee
For more info.  kidstogetherinthearts.net or call: 617.595.5274

Kids…Together in the ARTS!!!
Summer 2025

$50 Sibling 
Discount 
Available 

Now in its 4th year, City On 
A Hill Church brings Easter egg 
fun to Johnson Park with its Egg 
Hunt. Kids of all ages are invit-
ed to scour the park for eggs to 
exchange for prizes. Two tiers of 
hunts are held: one for little kids 
and another for larger kids who 
Hunger for Easter egg mayhem. 
It is a way for City On A Hill 
Church to serve the families and 
community and to spread some 
joy on this spring weekend. The 
goal is to make sure every kid 
has fun.

CITY ON A HILL CHURCH HOSTS EGG HUNT
DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

Leena doesn’t believe in 
quantity but quality in her 
acquisition of a golden Easter 
egg. 

Clara is looking her best for 
this Easter egg hunt. 

Ryder found not just one, but 
TWO golden Easter eggs. 

Joanna and mom, Mara, are 
proud of the Easter egg haul.

Kids scramble around searching for Easter eggs to grab. 

Friends band together to help tackle the task of Easter egg 
locating. 

Reuben counts his Easter eggs 
with his mom, Naomi.
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WWW.TWDANCE.COM | TWDCINFO@GMAIL.COM

TONY WILLIAMS DANCE CENTER

JP KidsJP Kids
SPECIAL SECTION

If you’d like for your scholar to go above and 
beyond their current achievement level or 

prep for major testing, call me! 

 

• Beginning through      
Advanced Reading

• Vocabulary Development
• English Language          

Improvement

• Close Reading and   
Comprehension

• Subject-Area Writing and 
Composition
• Study Skills

READING & LANGUAGE SKILLS

untiredteacher@gmail.com
A retired teacher who's never tired of teaching!

CITY ON A HILL CHURCH HOSTS EGG HUNT

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

Shuli with her kids Zev, Stella, and Aviv.

Kids scramble around searching for Easter eggs to grab.  See Pages 12 and 13 for more photos.

The prize table was the place to be to exchange the Easter 
eggs collected for fun prizes. 

FIND US ONLINE AT 
JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM
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HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

AASSBBEESSTTOOSS  AANNDD  MMOOLLDD

Asbestos & Mold Issues?

Over 25 Years of Experience!

For a Licensed 
Inspector Call Neal

617-593-1664 
neal@nealcoinspects.com

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409 JP resident  

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS
Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

JP resident offering lawn, garden, and 
odd job services. 

20+ years of experience.
Call Ben at 508-789-6857 to assess your needs.

LANDSCAPING

GENERAL CONTRACTING

617-327-2231  617-953-8523

M. NAUGHTON 
CONTRCTING

Carpentry • House Painting • Masonry
Full or Partial Restoration of Home

Exterior Shingle • Clapboards • Decks
40 years in business

References, Licensed & Insured

WOODWORKING

Where to Find the Gazette?Where to Find the Gazette?
Post Office

Centre St

JP Licks
659 Centre St

On Centre
676Centre St

JP Realty
7 Harris St

Cooperative Bank
Washington St

JP Seafood
730 Centre St

The Real Deal
732 Centre St

Gibson/Sotheby’s
Realty

713 Centre St

Happy Market
128 South St

Tikki Masala
3706 Washington St

Blanchards
741 Centre St

Dunkin'
755 Centre St

Bank of America
677 Centre St

Eastern Bank
687 Centre St

CVS
704 Centre St

Ace  Hardware 
656 Centre St

Citizens Bank
696 Centre St

True Value
698 Centre St

City Feed and Supply
672 Centre St

East Boston Bank
687 Centre St

CVS
407 Centre St

Whole Food
Centre St

MSPCA
350 S Huntington St

Stop & Shop
301 Centre St

Bank Of America
677 Centre St

Dunkin'
Centre St

Latino Restaurant
304 Centre St

Freddy Market 
302 Centre St

Kappy's Pizza
304 Centre St

Square Market
331 Centre St

Rizzo's Pizza
347 Centre St

Martial Academy
363 Centre St

Tropical Market
371 Centre St

CVS
Centre St

Laundromat
270 Centre St

Camillo Liquor
280 Centre St

Check Cash
282Centre St

JP Laundry Center
410 Centre St

Zesto's Pizza & Grill
460 Centre St

Ideal Caffe & Pizza
484 Centre St



 Jamaica Plain Gazette    •  APRIL 25, 2025    •    11

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE
 

HANDYMAN

Years of experience in carpentry, masonry, painting, fencing
Odd Jobs Big or Small | References Available

ACE HANDYMAN

Call Phil 617-279-9815
Always Reasonable Prices! 

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance 
• Hydroseeding 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial 

& Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation

• Paving

 617-590-25100
FULLY INSURED

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Call for 
Estimates

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works
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?01;/)*<$@*)A=1$B;*C46;.1$D,>=/),*4$Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

NZOE
Roofing

Siding • Gutters
Carpentry • Painting

Flat Rubber Roofs

MICHAEL F. NASH 

& SONS INC

Family Owned

Fully Licensed and Insured 

Call Today!
617-293-7143

781-963-5055

• Landscape maintenance 
• Seed • Sod 
• Tree service
• Commercial & Residential
• House Cleaning 
  Service Available
• Free estimates

• Fence Installation
• Paving

HOME REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION

CSL #78062
HIL #178014

617-719-4200
alexisremodeling@yahoo.com

Decks, Porches, Siding, Doors 
Windows, Kitchens and Bathrooms

CSL #78062  HIL #178014

WOODWORKING CLASSES

Woodworking 
class

No experience needed

Michael 
Keohane

mickkeohane@gmail.com

617 909 4050

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

ROOF LEAKING?
•Emergency Leak Repair 24/7

• Ice & Snow Removal 
• Asphalt Shingles 

• Rubber Roof Systems
• Flat Roof of all kinds

• Gutters - Downspouts - Drains
• Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% Discount 

Free Estimates
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

Licensed Insured

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems
Flat Roof of all kinds 

• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights
Family owned & operated.28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Licenced     Free Estimates     Insured

Senior & Vets 

20% 
Discount

LANDSCAPING & CONSTRUCTION

Valentin
Tree removal • Down mulch • Seed or sod

Landscape construction • House Cleaning
All services  commercial & residential

Free estimate!
Call Jay 978-596-7985

Free estimate!
Call Jay 978-596-7985

landscaping
& construction

landscaping
& construction

Build Your 
BUSINESS

 
Advertise

 in the Guide

781-485-0588

Where to Find the Gazette?Where to Find the Gazette?
Clean Getaway 

Laundry
546 Centre St

The Forbes Building
545 Centre St

Gentle Dental
612 Centre St

JP Health Centre
640 Centre St

Same Old Place
662 Centre St

Smoke Shop
566 Centre St

The Purple Cactus
674 Centre St

Unlimited Realty
633 Centre St

Polkadog Bakery
42 South St

Flore’s Bakery
55 South St

Italian Pizza
172 South St

Evergreen Café
154 Green St

Metro Mark Apt
3615 Washington St

Metro Mark Apt
3611 Washington St

Rosmore Landry
Washington St

JP Kitchen
3510 Washington St

Bradddock Café
3484 Washington St

Bmc Market
3390 Washington St

Santia’s Bakery
3381 Washington St

Ruggiores Market
3345 Washington St

Brookside  Community 
Health Center

3297 Washington St

JP Apts
3200washington St

Papi’s Market
3145 Washington St

YMCA
3134 Washington St

10 Store
3122 Washington St

Chancy Liquor
Washington St

Praviana
3093 Washington St

Egleston Pizza
3080 Washington St

Santander Bank
Columbus &  
Washington

Landromax
Washington &  

Columbus

Walgreens
Columbus Av

Academy Market
1580 Columbus 

Goddar House
201 Huntington St

MT Pleasant Home
301 Huntington St
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CITY ON A HILL CHURCH HOSTS EGG HUNT
DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

 The flag is dropped and the kids charge for Easter egg glory.

Kids scramble around searching for Easter eggs to grab. 

 The assembled kids wait in anticipation for the green light to grab some Easter eggs. 

 City On A Hill Church events coordinator Heather Waldrep 
uses a bubble machine to promote the festivities with help 
from her daughter Aliza.

Bridget Greenstein with her kids Henry and Olivia hanging 
with JP Centre South Main Streets Executive Director Ginger 
Brown and her daughter Riley. Kids scramble around searching for Easter eggs to grab. 
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SATURDAY FAMILY SCREENING
APRIL 26     2-4PM

PPrreesseenntteedd  bbyy  tthhee
BBoossttoonn  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  

KKiiddss  FFiillmm  FFeessttiivvaall  
aanndd  FFaammiilliieess  CCrreeaattiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr

The mission of the Filmmakers Collaborative is to encourage and support the making of 
great films by people of all ages and experience level. Providing training, showcasing 
films and being mentors to the next generation aligns perfectly with our passion and 

expertise.  That is why we created the Boston International Kids Festival.

AA  SSeennssee  ooff  BBeelloonnggiinngg::  PPoossiittiivvee  IImmaaggeess  ooff  CChhiillddrreenn,,  
YYoouutthh  &&  FFaammiilliieess  ffrroomm  AArroouunndd  tthhee  GGlloobbee

Join us for a hands on workshop following the screening

Join us for a heartwarming and engaging event that brings communities 
together through the magic of storytelling! This special event celebrates the 

power of film in fostering inclusion, connection, and, creativity.  Enjoy a 
curated selection of family-friendly short films that highlight diverse stories 

of children and families worldwide.
Following the screening, engage in a hands-on workshop designed to 

spark creativity and reflection. This is a wonderful opportunity for families 
to come together, be inspired, and participate in an interactive experience 

that reinforces the importance of belonging.

FFIIRRSSTT  BBAAPPTTIISSTT  CCHHUURRCCHH
Jamaica Plain, MA
AApprriill  2266,,  22002255

22--44PPMM
CCOOSSTT::  $$1122

SSCCAANN  FFOORR  
TTIICCKKEETTSS!!

The Centre for Faith, Art & Justice

THE CENTRE 
for Faith, Art & Justice

CITY ON A HILL CHURCH HOSTS 
EGG HUNT

They searched on the hills and in the trees, now Willie and Finn 
with Bryce and Milo take a tally on their Easter egg scores. 

Kids search the trees and hills to find those Easter eggs. 

Margery comforts her granddaughter Eleanor who wasn’t 
quite satisfied with her Easter egg efficiency. 

Renato de Leon named to Massachusetts 
Board of Nursing Home Administrators

Special to the gazette

Legacy Lifecare is pleased 
to announce that Renato (Ren) 
de Leon, Executive Director at 
Armenian Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center (ANRC) was 

sworn in as a member of the 
Massachusetts Board of Nursing 
Home Administrators (pursuant 
to M.G.L. Chapter 13, Section 
73) on April 2, 2025. Governor 
Maura T. Healey congratulated 
Renato from the office of the 

Governor’s Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.

“We are extremely proud of 
Renato de Leon,” said Betsy 
Mullen, Chief Operating Offi-

Continued on Page 15
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ors the Franklin Park Action 
Plan, and generates long-term 
economic opportunity for the 
neighborhood and the city. 

The City of Boston and BLFC 
have hosted two in-person White 
Stadium Contracting Opportu-
nity Fairs. The first event, held 
on March 18 at the National 
Center of Afro-American Artists 
(NCAAA) in Roxbury, welcomed 
nearly 60 local business own-
ers, contractors, and community 
members, who engaged directly 
with project team leads. The 
second fair, hosted on April 15 
at the Lena Park Communi-
ty Center in Dorchester, drew 
over 75 attendees interested in 
learning more about upcoming 
contracting opportunities. Since 
these events, both the City and 
BLFC construction teams have 
received strong interest from 
local businesses eager to get in-
volved in the project.

The White Stadium project 
team and the City of Boston De-
partment of Supplier Diversity 
will host the next of a series of 
four in-person Contracting Op-
portunity Fairs on Tuesday, May 
20th, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Grove Hall Library in Dorches-
ter. At the event, attendees will 
be able to connect directly with 
the White Stadium construction 
teams and learn about upcoming 
contracting opportunities relat-
ed to the project. 

In addition, the City will pres-
ent updates on the City’s FY26 
Buying Plan initiative led by the 
Procurement Department and 
Office of Economic Opportunity 
and Inclusion (OEOI). This will 
highlight how businesses can en-
gage with procurement opportu-
nities across City departments. 
Business owners interested in 
attending the April 15 event, 
as well as future Opportunity 
Fairs, can register using this 
form. 

Local businesses are already 
benefiting from these targeted 
outreach efforts. BLFC recent-
ly awarded a contract worth 
$160,000 to Privé Parking, a lo-
cal Black-owned transportation 
firm founded by Roxbury resi-
dent Ricardo Pierre-Louis. He 
connected with BLFC through 
these networking events. Privé 
Parking will collaborate with 
BLFC to help shape the trans-
portation and operations plan 
for National Women’s Soccer 
League game days.

“It’s not often that local busi-
nesses get a seat at the table in 
large-scale developments, but 
being part of the White Stadi-
um project proves that times 
are changing”, said Ricardo 
Pierre-Louis. “With the City of 
Boston’s support and the inten-
tional connections made through 
their hosted networking events, 
it’s clear there’s a real commit-
ment to creating opportunities 
for local businesses. I’m honored 
to be part of this groundbreaking 
moment not just for myself but 
as the beginning of what I hope 
is a wave of community-rooted 
businesses contributing to this 
development.”

“Boston Legacy FC is com-
mitted to opportunities for local 
businesses and we are proud 
to have already established our 
first Supplier Diversity Adviso-
ry Group-driven contract with 
a local Black-owned business, 
Privé Parking,” said Jennifer 
Epstein, Boston Legacy Foot-
ball Club Controlling Manager. 
“This furthers our ongoing com-
mitment to supplier diversity, 

having already awarded over 
50% of our contracts to minority 
and women-owned business en-
terprises. We deeply appreciate 
the ongoing work of the Sup-
plier Diversity Advisory Group 
and look forward to continued 
strong participation from the 
community.” 

For West Grandstand oppor-
tunities, businesses can submit 
their information using this 
form. For East Grandstand op-
portunities, businesses can con-
tact Jon Rossini, Senior Proj-
ect Manager at Bond Building 
Construction at jonrossini@
bond-building.com.

“White Stadium has the 
chance to become a true reflec-
tion of Boston’s neighborhoods—
both in who gets to play there 
and who gets to build it,” said 
Beth Santos, Ula Cafe, small 
business owner and local resi-
dent. “Prioritizing local, diverse 
businesses isn’t just the right 
thing to do—it’s how we make 
sure this investment truly reach-
es the communities it’s meant 
to serve.” 

The opinions expressed on these pages are not necessarily those of this newspaper.

Sandra Storey
Founder/Publisher Emerita 1990-2011

The Jamaica Plain Gazette is delivered free to households and businesses in the neighborhood 26 times 
a year on Friday and Saturday. It is for sale in stores for 25¢.  Subscriptions: $75 for First Class Mail.
Independent Newspaper Group will not assume financial responsibility for typographical errors in 

advertisements. Questions or complaints regarding advertising must be sent in writing to the billing de-
partment within seven days of publication in order for adjustments to be made to the account. We reserve 
the right to use our discretion in accepting or rejecting advertising copy.

Patricia DeOliveira
Advertising Manager

Stephen Quigley, President    stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com

 Debra DiGregorio, Director of Marketing     ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Telephone: (781) 485-0588

JamaicaPlainGazette.com

©Independent Newspaper Group

editorial

EMAIL YOUR AD TO 
CLASSIFIEDS@JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM. 

For more info. call 781-485-0588

SERVICES

David at kNURD on Kall:com can help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 
617-676-5676.

HEDGE CUTTING: Looking for help landscaping? Call Glenn 617-477-
7669

—— Classifieds ——

Earth Day: Many battles
won, but the war is lost

This week marks 55 years since the first Earth Day on April 22, 
1970. The genesis of the first Earth Day had begun a few months 
earlier when the Cuyahoga River in Cleveland literally caught fire 
because of the chemicals that had been dumped into the river by 
nearby industrial plants. The blaze was broadcast on national TV 
news, sparking (no pun intended) the environmental movement.

Earth Day led to the creation of the Environmental Protection 
Agency by President Richard Nixon, including the landmark legis-
lation of the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act. 

For those of us who were around at that time, Earth Day gave us 
hope that we had reached a turning point in the effort to eliminate 
the air and water pollution that threatened the health of every 
American, not to mention the impacts upon sensitive environmental 
areas and wildlife.

To be sure, there have been many victories since that first Earth 
Day. We recall that in our youth growing up on Pt. Shirley in Win-
throp, swimming was forbidden in Boston Harbor because of the 
high levels of pollution emanating from the untreated waste from 
the MDC’s sewer plant on Deer Island, not to mention the untreated 
effluents spilling out of sewer pipes throughout the Metro Boston 
area. Paint peeled from homes and cars in Winthrop, Chelsea, and 
Revere because of the fumes emanating from adjacent waterways.

The famous 1960s rock song Dirty Water, an homage (of sorts) 
to the high level of pollution in the Charles River, is a cultural 
reminder of that era.

The creation of the Mass. Water Resources Authority in the mid-
1980s eventually resulted in the beautiful and clean Boston Harbor 
environment that we enjoy today. 

However, when that first Earth Day was observed in 1970, the 
term “climate change” did not even exist. It was later in that decade 
that scientists at major oil companies determined that the carbon 
emissions from their products would cause the climate to warm, but 
those companies hid that information from the public, much like 
how the tobacco companies had kept secret their data establishing 
the link between smoking and lung cancer.

Today we know that climate change is both real and accelerating 
-- and it also is generally acknowledged that there is nothing we can 
do to reverse it. In 1975, the world’s total carbon emissions were 17 
billion tons, of which the U.S. was responsible for a bit more than 
25% with 4.4 billion tons. Today, the U.S. essentially is at that 
same level with 4.8 billion tons of carbon emissions. However, the 
rest of the world’s output has increased from 12.6 billion tons to 
32.2 billions tons. The U.S. could become carbon-neutral tomorrow, 
yet the amount of emissions would be more than double what they 
were in 1975.

Another cultural icon from that era, the 1967 movie The Graduate, 
ironically highlighted another product that was becoming ubiquitous 
in our lives and that would come to haunt us 50 years later. The most 
famous line in the movie was one word: “Plastics,” which was the 
career advice given to Dustin Hoffmann’s character Benjamin by a 
neighbor who told him that the future lay in the plastics industry.

Little did we know then that by the first part of the 21st century, 
microscopic nanoplastics would be detectable in every organ (includ-
ing our brain) and tissue of every human and animal on the planet. 
Plastics are in the air we breathe (especially in our homes), the food 
we eat, and the water we drink.

So yes, it’s nice that we can swim in Boston Harbor today. But 
that small pleasure provides little comfort given the inevitability 
of the dire consequences of climate change and the conversion of 
our bodies into toxic waste sites that have occurred since that first 
Earth Day in 1970.

Fifty five years after the first Earth Day, the state of the planet 
and our environment is this: The present is bad and the future will 
be worse -- and there is nothing we can do about it.

Stadium
Continued from page 2
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LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court 
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU25P0849EA
Estate of:
Anne Helen Moran
Also known as:
Anne Moran
Date of Death:
03/01/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been 
filed by Patricia Moran Wotton 
of Thomaston, ME requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Patricia Moran Wotton of 
Thomaston, ME be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 05/29/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty days (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised ad ministration is 
not required to file an inventory 

or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 17, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

04/25/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court 
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU24P2544EA
Estate of:
Glenn H. Inghram
Date of Death:
10/13/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Kenneth Inghram 
of Centennial, CO requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Kenneth Inghram of Centennial, 
CO be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve With Corporate Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 05/14/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 

file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty days (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised ad ministration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 09, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

04/25/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU25C0191CA
In the matter of:
Robert Michael
Hoare
A Petition to Change Name of 
Adult has been filed by Robert 
Michael Hoare of Jamaica Plain, 
MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their 
name to:
Robert Michael Brennan
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appearance 
at:Suffolk Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m.on the 
return date of 05/15/2025. 

This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 17, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

4/25/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court 
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU25P0786EA
Estate of:
Michael Charles
Arthur Perkins
Also known as:
Michael Perkins
Date of Death:
05/15/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Appoint-
ment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Michael 
Joseph Perkins of Roslindale, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Michael Joseph Perkins of 
Roslindale, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 05/15/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 

and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty days (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised ad ministration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 18, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

04/25/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF GUARDIAN FOR 

INCAPACITATED 
PERSON PURSUANT 

TO G.L. c. 190B, 
Section 5-304   
Docket No. 
SU25P0811GD
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Suffolk Probate 
and Family Court 
24 New Chardon Street 
Boston MA, 02114
In the matter of: 
Tevaughn Marrett 
of: Boston, MA
RESPONDENT Alleged Incapaci-
tated Person 
To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 
Mass. Dept. Of Mental Health of 
Westborough, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Tevaughn Marrett is in need of 
a Guardian and requesting that 
Michelle Fullerton of Fairhaven, 
MA (or some other suitable per-
son) be appointed as Guardian 
to serve on the bond.
The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent 

is incapacitated, that the 
appointment of a Guardian is 
necessary, and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate. The 
petition is on file with this court 
and may contain a request for 
certain specific authority. 
You have the right to object to 
this proceeding.  If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
at this court on or before 
10:00 AM on the return date of 
05/08/2025. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition.  If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you.  In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE  
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take 
away the above-named person’s 
right to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both.  The above-
named person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer.  Anyone may 
make this request on behalf of 
the above-named person.  If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court. 
Date: April 11, 2025
Stephanie Everett, Register of 
Probate

4/25/25
JP

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court 
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU25P0789EA
Estate of:

Wiliam Scanlon
Also Known as:
Wiliam J.
Scanlon
Date of Death:
09/18/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Person-
al Representative has been filed 
by Michael Scanlon of Jamaica 
Plain, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Michael Scanlon of Jamaica 
Plain, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 05/22/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty days (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised ad ministration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 10, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

04/25/25
JP

cer of Legacy Lifecare, of which 
ANRC is an affiliate member. “It 
is an incredible honor to serve 
on the Massachusetts Board of 
Nursing Home Administrators. 
Ren’s leadership, vision, and in-
sight have been invaluable in 
guiding ANRC’s residents and 
staff. Clearly, his intuitive un-

derstanding of long-term care 
is a tremendous asset to our 
organizations.”

Mr. de Leon brings 25 years of 
experience in the hospitality and 
senior living sectors to ANRC. He 
joined Legacy Lifecare in 2021 as 
Executive Director of Edelweiss 
Village Assisted Living in West 
Roxbury, MA, an additional 
full member affiliate of Legacy 
Lifecare, and was named Exec-
utive Director of ANRC in 2023. 
Ren possesses deep expertise in 

long-term care, assisted living, 
non-profit healthcare, and senior 
living operations.

The Massachusetts Board of 
Nursing Home Administrators 
consists of the commissioner of 
public health or his designee, the 
commissioner of public welfare 
or his designee, the secretary of 
elder affairs or his designee, and 
11 members appointed by the 
governor of Massachusetts. This 
board works to protect the health 
and safety of nursing home res-

idents and ensures that nursing 
home administrators are compe-
tent and perform their responsi-
bilities properly. 

Renato de Leon, who is a 
resident of Wenham, holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree from 
the University of Massachu-
setts Amherst. He is a Licensed 
Nursing Home Administrator 
in Massachusetts and is LEAN 
Principles Certified. 

Renato
Continued from page 13

Renato (Ren) de Leon.
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